
PROGRAM LISTS AND REPORTS 
2nd QUARTER 2015 

 
KQSS continued to air eleven live, local newscasts each weekday,  
seven in the morning, and four in the afternoon for a total of 715 regularly 
scheduled live newscasts this Quarter.  Breaking news was handled immediately.  
Generally it was weather or road related.  Public Service Announcements about 
local events and concerns air at least once an hour, in addition to live reads within 
newscasts.  (Newscast length varies from 5 to 15 minutes.)   
COVERAGE: Every weekday morning at 6:00, 6:30, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 8:30 and 
9:00, and every weekday afternoon at 3:30, 4:00, 4:30 and 5:00. 
 
Rather than handle public interest needs in an extended block of time scheduled 
during low listening times, KQSS features topics that address listener and 
community concerns during the aforementioned newscasts, in addition to airing 
separate reports in morning and afternoon drive as appropriate. 
 
Emphasis remains on issues and items of direct interest or impact on the local 
communities KQSS serves.  Job Openings are featured twice daily, with links 
placed on the KQSS.net website.   Unemployment continues to be a major local 
concern.  The daily reading of the police blotter is popular with listeners, not only 
due to the small nature of the community where everyone seems to know 
everyone, but also, particularly in the case of the rampant shoplifting problem 
here, to alert merchants to potential problems.  
COVERAGE:  Job openings – every weekday at 6, 8 AM & 3:30 PM  (5 min each) 
Police Reports – 6:30, 7:30, 8:30 AM and 5 PM  (5 to 15 min each) 
 
There were several road closures this quarter, both partial and total, but none 
created vocal public concern.  Toward the end of the quarter, weather became a 
worry, as the monsoon season began in earnest.  KQSS stayed abreast of NWS 
Weather Warnings and broadcast the information as appropriate.  
 
Due to the propensity for brush fires, restrictions were placed on activities in the 
Tonto National Forest.  Additionally several Arizona campgrounds were closed for 
the season due to lack of Forest Service funds.  KQSS routinely provided updates 
on what was allowed, and what was closed.  Residents take the news in stride. 
COVERAGE - continual throughout the quarter as needed including coverage of the 
Blevins Fire with hourly reports in morning and afternoon drive - 5/27/15 at 4 and 
5 PM; 5/28/15 and 5/29/15 at 6, 7, 8, 9 AM & 4, 5 PM.  (each approx. 5 min) 
 
The biggest item of interest to local listeners seemed to be the announced closing 
of the large Safeway grocery store on Highway 60.  Availability of goods and 
services here is not plentiful and the closing was viewed as a loss of a well-stocked 
store.  Many dismayed listeners complained vocally.  Their views went unheeded.   



COVERAGE:  The announcement of the impending closing of Safeway in June is 
more bad news for the local economy.  5/19/15  6, 8 AM; 4:30 PM  (6 min)   
 
The care at VA Hospitals is in the news nationally, but it was Arizona that fueled 
much of the well-founded discontent.  A town hall meeting was held in Globe in 
May, primarily for townsfolk to vent, as part of a national listening tour.  There 
was little discussion on or off the air, other than to publicize the event’s existence. 
 
Globe Police Chief Tim Truett resigned abruptly in April.  There was rampant 
speculation over the cause, but to date nothing has been confirmed.  The 
department is manned by Lt. Rosanne Moya who has been in this position twice 
before.  
COVERAGE: What will the impact be of Globe Police Chief Tim Truett’s 
resignation—good or bad for the department?  4/17/15  4 PM (5 min)    
 
The Globe Unified School District presented a State of The District address and the 
news wasn’t good. Globe continues to suffer tremendously with less than 
acceptable education performance. This is equally true for the Miami Unified 
School District.  There’s a strong belief throughout the community that it is poor 
schools that contribute to the lack of growth in the area. 
COVERAGE:  Local schools may be the single biggest deterrent to growth in the 
community.   What can be done to turn this around? 4/30/15 6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM 
(7 min)  
 
But growth will be coming, amid quite a bit of controversy.  The site of the former 
Apache Drive In Theatre has been rezoned for mixed use.  A developer from 
California will be building a project which is touted as bringing needed housing and 
shopping to Globe. Residents opposed to it fell into two camps: those living near 
the site who did not want its rural nature destroyed, and business owners who feel 
it will be unnecessary competition.  This is particularly true with hotel owners. 
Special meetings were held, which KQSS covered. It was also extensively 
discussed in Globe City Council meetings. 
COVERAGE: Are plans for the Apache Drive In land good for the economy?  
6/10/15  6, 8 AM & 4 PM  (10 min) and covered again on 6/24/15 6, 8 AM & 4:30 
PM (5 min) 
 
There was another property change, which was drew concern from some local 
residents:  Changes to the FEMA floodplain map covering the Agave Wash.  A 
public meeting was held to explain the impact on flood insurance to affected 
properties. 
COVERAGE:  4/8/15 6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM  (3 min) 
 
The Town of Miami continues to be financially embattled to a point that its very 
existence is threatened.   It has been unable to comply with the terms of the 



Wastewater Project, the largest grant of its kind in USDA history.  After Miami was 
delinquent in making a $19,000 loan payment, the USDA investigated the Town’s 
compliance with the terms of the project, and found multiple problems.  The 
project is currently on hold until this is fully sorted out. 
 
Complicating matters is the Town’s poor accounting practices, which for many 
years have comingled designated grant funds, such as those from the Arizona 
Department of Transportation, with general funds.  The problem arises from the 
lack of operating capital to keep the town running. This issue was further 
pronounced by the Town’s budget expectations for the coming fiscal year, which it 
was announced, shows $1.8 million in expenses and $1.3 million in revenue. 
COVERAGE:  Should Miami continue to exist as an independent municipality? 
5/28/15  4:30 PM  (8 minutes) 
 
On top of that, town manager Joe Heatherly, who is relied upon to straighten this 
long-term financial quagmire, has been hit with accusations of mistreatment of the 
employees under him.  While the actual charges have not been fully revealed 
publicly, the Council has termed them serious, and insiders say his comments to a 
coworker could be considered to be racial discrimination.  Heatherly denies the 
accusations, but as of the end of the quarter, there was still no consensus among 
the Council as to how to properly handle the matter.  
COVERAGE:  Is Joe Heatherly’s management style harassment, or is he calling out 
incompetence resulting in false accusations? Why is the public not being informed 
of the details of the investigation into Heatherly? 6/2/15  6, 8 AM & 4 PM (5 min) 
 
Issues also surround the Tri-City Regional Sanitary District.  Its manager, local 
attorney Bill Clemens, is now also its legal council. Clemens has recently been 
reinstated after a suspension by the Arizona Bar.  He has been placed on probation 
and will restrict his legal dealings to one client:  the sanitation district.  Residents 
were largely apathetic, but those who voiced concern felt the position should have 
been publicly advertised and competitively bid.   It is Tri-City’s hope that they will 
be able to join in Miami’s Wastewater project, but no agreement has been reached 
as yet. 
 
Consolidation is on the minds of local residents.  Public hearings were held 
resulting in the consolidation of the Canyon and Tri-City fire districts. The City of 
Globe would like to join the in move but it won’t be easy due to the difference in 
funding. Globe Fire Department is funded through sales tax., while Tri City and 
Canyon receive their funding through property tax.  (Work is also underway to 
combine dispatch services for the City of Globe and Gila County police and fire 
dispatch services.  No firm plan has been announced.) 
COVERAGE:  Consolidating Canyon and Tri-City fire districts—a benefit for all?  
4/15/15  8 AM & 4:30 PM  (5 min) 



Consolidating Globe & Gila County Dispatch 6/11/15  6 AM & 4 PM (4 min) and 
covered again on 6/25/15 8 AM & 4:30 PM  (5 min) 
 
Globe also faces economic issues.  Repeated delays in the finalized budget finally 
resulted in the admission that there was a budget shortfall of $110,000, primarily 
from unfunded liabilities, most notably, pension plans.  The quarter ended without 
information on what would need to be cut in order to make the budget work. 
COVERAGE:  Possible cost savings in closing Besh Ba Gowah in summer and 
dropping out of the Cobre Valley Transit program   6/26/15  6, 8 AM & 4 PM (5 
min) 
 
The biggest political news of the quarter was that US Rep Ann Kirkpatrick will be 
running for John McCain’s senate seat.  Early declared candidates to replace her in 
the house include Gary Kiehne. 
 
Two items initially appeared to be controversial from the Gila County Board of 
Supervisors, but turned out to be of little interest to most residents.  One was a 
newspaper advertisement, which appeared to significantly raise county property 
tax rates. It turned out that the rate will remain unchanged.  The announcement 
was part of an arcane set of state requirements. 
 
The other was the submission for a $100,000 grant to create a county database to 
help combat prescription drug abuse. Privacy concerns were appeased by the 
guarantee that the database would by fully anonymous.  The state urged Gila 
County to apply for the grant as it has the second highest rate of prescription drug 
abuse in the state, largely due to grandchildren stealing elders’ medicines. 
COVERAGE:  Would a database work, and how invasive would it actually be? 
6/11/15  6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM (6 min) 
 
On the uplifting side:  The Globe-Miami Chamber of Commerce held their annual 
dinner and honored Lamont Mortuary as Business of the Year, and Peggy and 
Charles Snow for Golden Service to the Community.    And the Miami Post Office 
was dedicated to Staff Sgt. Manuel V Mendoza.  The honor was heralded by US 
Representative Ann Kirkpatrick who was on hand at the ceremony which was video 
captured by KQSS and placed on the station website.  The event was sparsely 
attended, largely due to the overwhelming heat, causing one spectator to pass 
out.   
 
Significant effort was placed on creating a KQSS website, which would be a 
resource for community information. KQSS.net includes news of interest (including 
reports on all government meetings) and community events.  It remains a work in 
progress. 
 
Placed in the public file on Wednesday, July 1, 2015 by Rollye Cornell 


