
WSBE-TV Quarterly Issues & Programs List 
October 2017 – December 2017 
 
The Rhode Island PBS Foundation has determined that the following issues were of importance 
to the Rhode Island community during the past three months, and has broadcast the following 
programming to address those issues. 
 

QPTR Category:  Agriculture 
 
Harvesting Rhode Island #210 Beef/Cows/Cheese, Wednesday, 12/20/17 at 03:00 am on Learn, 
30 minutes  
Harvesting Rhode Island #211 Sod Farm/Christmas Trees, Wednesday, 12/20/17 at 03:30 am 
on Learn, 30 minutes  
Harvesting Rhode Island #208 Sheep/Cattle, Tuesday, 12/26/17 at 8:00 pm on Learn, 30 
minutes  
Harvesting Rhode Island #209 Micro Greens/Hydroponics, Tuesday, 12/26/17 at 8:30 pm on 
Learn, 30 minutes  
 
This is a series of half-hour stories promoting the Rhode Island farms of all varieties, from 
livestock to fruits and vegetables, flowers, bees, and shellfish. The stories feature the history of 
the farms, generations of family members who continue to work the land, sustainability and the 
importance of young individuals becoming farmers in the state, and how traditional systems can 
be creatively maintained while creating a more dynamic marketplace. The public is introduced to 
the farmers of Rhode Island, providing insights into the complex but easily taken-for-granted 
process behind the products we consume. 
 

QPTR Category:  Alcohol, Drug Abuse, Tobacco  
 
Teens and Tobacco: A Community Conversation, Monday, 11/20/17 at 7:00 pm, 30 minutes 
Among our youth, cigarette smoking has steadily declined in the U.S.; however, the use of 
alternative tobacco products such as hookah and E-cigarettes has increased. The increased use of 
these other forms of tobacco has canceled out decreases in cigarette use, resulting in no overall 
change in tobacco use in our youth. With no coaching or counseling, no lectures or judgment, 
Rhode Island PBS filmed eight young people, ages 14 to 19, who shared their stories and 
experiences with tobacco use. The Rhode Island PBS program was shaped by listening to local 
teens and young adults describe their experiences with tobacco use, stories told in the youths’ 
own words.  

QPTR Category:  Arts 
 
Double Feature: Presented by RI Film Festival, Fridays at 8:00 pm, 60 minutes 
This one-hour series showcases the art of the short film and the artists who create them. Each 
week, doubleFEATURE presents award-winning short films that have made their world 
premiere or been screened at a recent Rhode Island International Film Festival (RIIFF). In 
addition, between the short films, interviews with filmmakers and industry professionals behind 
the camera lens are conducted by RIIFF Executive Director George T. Marshall and Director of 
the RI Film and Television Office Steven Feinberg. 



 
Rhode Island Live, Sundays at 10:00 pm, 60 minutes 
The 2017 season showcases the musicians that live in or travel through Rhode Island. Artists 
span a variety of music genres, from rock to rap, from traditional spiritual to blues and folk. 
Filmed at venues and festivals in Rhode Island, the program showcases the diverse talent 
available to Rhode Islanders.  
 
Life and Lyrics, Saturday, 10/21/17 at 7:00 pm, 30 minutes 
Show creator Lisa Purcell hosts interviews with Rhode Islanders as they tell why a song, a lyric, 
or perhaps a musician or band holds special meaning to them. This first compilation features 
conversations with Governor Gina Raimondo and First Gentleman Andy Moffat, NBC10's 
morning anchor Frank Coletta, and The Station nightclub fire survivor Gina Russo. 

 
QPTR Category:  Biography 

 
Feinstein Leaders of Tomorrow, Sunday, 11/5/17 at 2:30 pm, 30 minutes 
The documentary showcases the philanthropic works of Alan Shawn Feinstein, from his 
Feinstein Junior Scholars good deeds program in elementary and middle schools, to establishing 
college degree programs in community service, and areas of study to end world hunger. 
 

QPTR Category:  Community Politics, Government 
 
A Lively Experiment 
Four guest panelists debate and discuss current events and topics of local importance in this 
weekly political affairs program. The revolving panel of guests includes news reporters and 
newsmakers, opinion leaders and academics, political analysts and politicians. 
10/6/17 Gov. Raimondo apologizes to media about disparaging comment; Gov. Raimondo marks 
her first 1000 days; renewed discussion about gun control following the Las Vegas shooting; 
political announcements  
10/13/17 Governor’s plans to cut $25M from the budget; Warwick teachers; State Police 
recruitment; PawSox hearings  
10/20/17 #METOO comes to the Rhode Island State House; prospect of Pawtucket Memorial 
Hospital closing; Paw Sox Stadium 
10/27/17 2018 election is taking shape, with several Republicans throwing their hat in the ring; 
continued UHIP delays and failures; voter registration irregularities; PawSox Stadium – General 
Treasurer changes mind 
11/3/17 National Grid response to storm; Healthsource RI premium increase; Raimondo says 
Paw Sox legislation doesn't need tweaking; Governor’s war chest reaches $3M 
11/10/17 Car inspection fine on hold; truck tolls postponed; campaign announcements; The Paw 
Sox – Worchester hired consultant to lure Sox; Free tuition of a different sort 
11/17/17 The shooting aftermath; Robert Flanders running for U.S. Senate; Alan Fung releases 
poll numbers 
11/24/17 A Lively Experiment 30th Anniversary Special with Steve Kass (host 1987 – 2006); Jim 
Hagan (host 2006 – 2011); Dyana Koelsch (host 2011 – 2016): former hosts reminisce about the 
years they hosted   



12/1/17 Infosys, 500 tech jobs; R.I. ranks worst in New England for poverty; National Grid 
looking to increase rates; GOP Tax Bill 
12/8/17 Former GOP State Representative Joe Trillo announces run for governor as an 
independent; CVS’s bid to purchase Aetna; Raimondo’s national profile strengthens; Budget 
deficit 
12/15/17 General Treasurer supports bonding $500 Million for R.I. schools; Allegations among 
Providence student and teachers; PawSox – will PawSox one step closer to going to Worcester?; 
name-calling in the gubernatorial race 
12/22/17 PawSox swan song? Pawtucket Mayor adjusts proposal; The Governor’s race – will we 
see others put their hat in the ring?; Will UHIP effect Governor Raimondo’s re-election 
campaign?; The new tax bill.  
12/29/17 Top local story; Top national story; Biggest winner and loser; Only in Rhode Island 
moment; Predictions for 2018 
 
Story in the Public Square, Sundays at 11:00 am, 30 minutes 
Each week, the executive director of the Pell Center of Public Policy at Salve Regina University 
in partnership with The Providence Journal interviews contemporary print, screen, music, and 
other storytellers about their creative process and explores how their stories impact public 
understanding and policy.  
 

QPTR Category:  Diverse Culture 
 
Island of My Dreams/Ilha Dos Meus Sonhos, Sunday, 10/1/17 at 7:00 pm, 60 minutes 
Ricardo Rebelo, an Azorean immigrant, local filmmaker, and instructor of TV and film at Bristol 
Community College, captures the untold stories of Portuguese emigration to the local area. The 
film also explores how Portuguese immigrants have assimilated to American society and culture, 
while preserving the culture and traditions of their homeland. 
 

QPTR Category:  Education 
 
Destinos: An Introduction to Spanish, weekly Monday through Friday at 3:30 am, 30 minutes 
The series teaches speaking, listening, and comprehension skills in Spanish. This telenovela, or 
Spanish soap opera, immerses students in everyday situations with native speakers and 
introduces the cultures, accents, and dialects of Mexico, Spain, Argentina, and Puerto Rico. 
Featuring closed captioning in Spanish, students develop an understanding of Spanish and an 
appreciation of many Hispanic cultures as they become absorbed in the mysterious and 
entertaining story.  
 
School Talk, Sundays at 3:30 pm on Learn 36.2; Sundays at 10:00 am on Rhode Island PBS, 30 
minutes 
Produced at Bridgewater State College in nearby Massachusetts, this is a talk show featuring 
experts and recognized leaders, dedicated to covering contemporary issues related to education.  
The show often includes topics about, and guests from, the Rhode Island education system.  
 
Rhode Island Classroom #108, Monday, 10/9/17 at 7:30 pm, 30 minutes 



In this premier of the newest episode, four stories are presented. 'New Skills for Youth' visits 
North Scituate's Ponaganset High School's career and college readiness program. 'Paying for 
College' explores the various options for students and families to plan, save, and pay for college, 
from financial aid to scholarships to low-interest loans. 'Pre-school prep' presents the RI 
Department of Education's Fun Family Activity Cards, designed to help parents of young 
children prepare them for school. In 'Fidget Spinners' educators, administrators, and therapists 
weigh in on contending with this concentration aid that has become a classroom distraction. 
 
The Future of Arts Education; A Community Conversation, Thursday, 10/5/17 at 8:00 pm, 60 
minutes 
Rhode Island Monthly and the Rhode Island Foundation present the latest edition in the Rhode 
Island PBS Community Conversations series. Host Mario Hilario moderates a discussion with a 
panel of guests and the live studio audience, as they explore the issues, options, and innovative 
responses from schools, parents, students, and the greater arts community.  The discussion is 
inspired by an article in the September 2017 issue of Rhode Island Monthly magazine, showing 
students perform better in core subjects when they are involved in the arts, particularly if they are 
from low-income neighborhoods.  

American Graduate Day 2017, Saturday, 10/14 at 2:00 pm, four hours 
This live broadcast is an outreach event dedicated to engaging our country around the dropout 
crisis with special celebrity guests, relevant spokespeople and compelling stories from the 
students themselves. At its core, it will preserve the same broadcast themes as last year's 
AMERICAN GRADUATE DAY, leveraging a unique production and community engagement 
model both locally and nationally. Hosted by Soledad O'Brien and once again broadcast from the 
Tisch WNET Studios at Lincoln Center in New York City, the broadcast's primary theme will be 
mentorship beyond high school, and focus on how mentors can be helpful as students pursue a 
variety of post-secondary options, including traditional four year colleges, skills-based 
certifications, vocational training or the military. As in years past, the most important element of 
AMERICAN GRADUATE DAY 2017 is the participation of community-based organizations 
(Community Partners) doing exceptional work to combat the dropout problem.  
 
Tabor Boy: 100 Years at Sea, Sunday, 10/10/17 at 8:00 pm on Learn 36.2, 60 minutes 
The story of the Tabor Boy ship is told from its origins 100 years ago as a North Sea Pilot 
Schooner to its use today as an educational platform for teaching nautical and marine science.  
The personal effect of the ship on generations of students at Tabor Academy in Massachusetts is 
showcased.  The documentary also follows the Tall Ship schooner on its open ocean journey in 
heavy seas sailing from the New England’s south coast to Bermuda and eventually the United 
States Virgin Islands.  Also showcased is the Tabor student’s studies of Marine science research 
in conjunction with the U.S. Geological Survey, conducted by diving, analyzing and tracking the 
health of the Elkorn Coral species. 
 

QPTR Category:  Environment/Nature/Geography 
 
New England Story for Sustaining the Sea, 10/7/17 at 11:30 pm, 30 minutes 
New England is a region steeped in old maritime tradition.  It is experiencing a modern wave of 
big ships, energy industries, and a changing climate, testing the limits of an already crowded sea. 



A pioneering trial of far-sighted planning is pushed by blueprints for offshore wind energy as old 
residents and new come together to keep their ocean and livelihoods alive. 
 

QPTR Category:  Family Home 
 
Starboard Light, Tuesday, 11/28 at 8:00 p.m., on Learn 36.2, 60 minutes 
The inspiring and poignant documentary asks does a family make a house or does a house make 
a family? The film revolves around a middle-class family facing the disappearance of a century 
of memories when they decide to sell their 210-year-old Cape Cod summer home. Whether it's a 
small cabin deep in the woods, a primary residence that's been handed down generation after 
generation, or a waterfront summer getaway, many Americans have faced the decision to either 
keep or let go of their beloved family home. Through the filmmaker's own family experience, 
STARBOARD LIGHT shows viewers how to celebrate and preserve the memories ingrained in 
shared family homes for future generations to enjoy. Present day footage combined with old 16 
mm family films and photographs help illustrate this powerful multi-generational family story. 
 

QPTR Category:  Food Insecurity 
 
Community Conversation: Fighting for Healthy Foods, 12/7/17 at 8:00 pm, 60 minutes 
A panel of Rhode Island experts in farmer’s markets, food co-ops, and social service agencies 
discuss issues of food insecurity, the term 'food desert' and solutions for improving access to 
fresh produce and healthy foods in low-income neighborhoods. The production was filmed in 
front of a live studio audience.  This latest edition of Community Conversations is a 
collaboration of Rhode Island PBS, Rhode Island Monthly magazine and the Rhode Island 
Foundation.  Panelists were Sue AnderBois, Director of Food Strategy for the state of Rhode 
Island; Jamie Coelho, associate editor at Rhode Island Monthly; Julius Kolawole, president of 
the African Alliance of Rhode Island; Amy Nunn, executive director of the Rhode Island Public 
Health Institute; Philip Trevvett co-chair of the Urban Green Co-op; Thea Upham, program 
director for Farm Fresh Rhode Island.  
 

QPTR Category:  History 
 
The Missing Chapter, Saturday, 10/7/17 at 11:00 pm, 30 minutes 
The documentary features narratives of 18th Century tenant farmers during the crucial period 
often overlooked in history: the period after the American Revolution and before the sweeping 
changes brought by the Industrial Revolution. Filmed on location at the historic Coggeshall Farm 
Museum in Bristol, Rhode Island. 
 
Promise to My Father, Thursday, 10/12/17 at 8:00 pm, 60 minutes 
From local producer Tim Gray, the documentary follows Israel "Izzy" Arbeiter as he returns to 
the sites of his darkest hours and relives the Holocaust's unimaginable horrors. Arbeiter's 
incredible story of survival unfolds in Nazi-occupied Poland, where the teenager lived with his 
family in the Jewish ghetto of Starachowice. Following his separation from his family, he 
endured life as a slave laborer in a German armaments factory and later, in numerous 
concentration camps throughout Europe, including the infamous Auschwitz-Birkenau. With his 
grandson in tow, Izzy travels to Treblinka, Auschwitz and Stuttof, and various Holocaust 



memorials, with the hope of bringing closure to this painful chapter of his life. He also visits his 
childhood home, now condemned, in the Polish city of Plock. Cameras follow the 87-year-old 
into the basement of the home, where he attempts to unearth family heirlooms hidden for 
decades. 
 
Carved from Stone: Legacy of a Granite Town, Tuesday, 10/17/17 at 8:00 pm on Learn 36.2, 
60 minutes 
Westerly granite is the "gold standard," luring hundreds of blacksmiths, carvers, stonemasons, 
and other craftsmen from Europe to ply their artistry, each contributing to the reputation of the 
beauty of the work and the durability of the stone. Photos, interviews, and rare archival film 
footage of workers at the quarry from around 1920 paint a vivid portrait of the hard work of the 
granite industry that thrived in Westerly from the late 1800s to the early 1900s. Viewers will also 
travel to Gettysburg, where more than 70 monuments were built of Westerly granite, and on to 
Woodlawn Cemetery in New York, which boasts more than 30 Westerly granite mausoleums, 
statues, and other beautiful monuments. 
 
Haunted Rhode Island, Tuesday, 10/24/17 at 8:00 pm, 60 minutes  
From Woonsocket to Westerly, Haunted RI will take you to some legendary and some unfamiliar 
Rhode Island sites of reported paranormal activity. Hear from historians, folklorists, and eye 
witnesses. Haunted RI visits the Exeter grave site of Mercy Brown, Rhode Island's "last 
vampire." Then, it's north to the woods of Foster to Ramtail Mill, site of decades of reports of 
strange lights and sounds after the mysterious death in 1822 of the night watchman, Peleg 
Walker. With Brian Harnois, Jason Mayoh, and Christian White.  
 
Haunted Rhode Island #102, Saturday, 10/28/17 at 11:00 pm, 60 minutes  
The forests that line Tucker Hollow Road and Ramtail Road in Foster, Rhode Island, have been 
the setting for more than one story involving the restless dead.  Join filmmakers and students of 
the paranormal, Jason Mayoh and Christian White, as they sort out the legends of Dolly 
Cole.Dolly, witch, vampire, and murdered prostitute who dressed in men's clothing. The Woman 
in White has been witnessed by hunters, fishermen, and local residents for years. In the company 
of Andrew Lake and Thomas D'Agostino, the landmarks and sites of the reported apparitions are 
explored.  Stories of specters and oddities from Foster resident and white witch, Pat Morgan, are 
also featured.  
 
Stories of the Sea Captains Homes of Wickford, RI, Tuesday, 12/12/2017 at 8:00 pm on Learn 
36.2, 60 minutes 
The fine homes of Wickford reveal the history of Wickford village and its colorful mariners 
across the centuries. The broader perspective of Wickford is also looked at: its relevance to the 
Triangle Trade, the Revolutionary War, Rhode Island's colonial past, privateering and piracy, the 
Victorian Gilded Age of Newport, transportation and commerce in 18th and 19th Century New 
England, and the early fishing and boating industries in the region. The documentary is the work 
of Rhode Island filmmaker Edward Brassard and California-based film editor Gloria 
D'Allesandro.  Noted Rhode Island historian Tim Cranston narrates.    
 

QPTR Category:  Local Culture 
 



Original Food Truck, Haven Brothers: Legacy of an American Diner, Tuesday, 12/05/2017 at 
8:00 pm on Learn 36.2, 60 minutes 
The Haven Brother Diner is a late night lunch cart serving patrons in Providence, Rhode Island 
for more than 120 years.  It is the oldest operating diner on wheels. 

 
QPTR Category:  Minorities/Civil Rights 

 
In Another Opinion # 109, Sunday, 10/29/17 at 10:30 am, 30 minutes 
In Another Opinion # 110, Sunday, 11/26/17 at 10:30 am, 30 minutes 
In Another Opinion # 111, Sunday, 12/31/17 at 10:30 am, 30 minutes 
Peter Wells, publisher and editor of the Providence American newspaper, hosts the public 
information program addressing key local and national issues that impact Rhode Island's 
communities of color.  

 
QPTR Category:  National Politics/Government 

 
White House Chronicle, Fridays at 7:30 pm, 30 minutes 
Filmed at the Rhode Island PBS studios, Llewellyn King and Linda Gasparello bring news 
analysis and political commentary about the week’s headlines to a national audience, and do it 
with a sense of humor.   
 

QPTR Category:  Native American Indian 
 
Woven in Time: The Narragansett Salt Pond Preserve, Tuesday, 11/7/17 at 8:00 pm on Learn 
36.2, 60 minutes 
The documentary focuses on the only surviving and recently preserved pre-contact (1100-
1400) Native American village on the New England coast.  Uncovering this village could lead to 
a shared stewardship for this beautiful and bountiful territory of marshes, ponds, oceans and 
forests.  
 

QPTR Category:  Recreation/Leisure/Sports 
 
East Coast Antiques, Mondays at 2:30 pm, 30 minutes 
Created and directed by Mike Rossi of Rhode Island, the series takes viewers behind-the-scenes 
of the antiques world and features the people and items that continue to make collecting antiques 
one of the hottest pastimes today.  Mike, a licensed auctioneer, antiques store manager, and 
antiquities collector himself, will take viewers to festivals and flea markets up and down the east 
coast. 
 
Weekends with Yankee #105 – Lost and Found, Monday, 12/25/17 at 7:30 pm, 30 minutes 
The lifestyle series named for the long-running publication features a Rhode Island location in 
this episode.  At Block Island, off the coast of Rhode Island, hosts go in search of the glass orbs 
that one local artist makes and tucks away like hidden treasures for locals and visitors to 
discover. 
 



QPTR Category:  Rhode Island 
 
Our Town: Smithfield, Sunday, 12/10/17 at 2:30 pm, 90 minutes 
The town of Smithfield is featured in this community project series wherein neighbors become 
filmmakers and tell the stories of their Rhode Island town.  Part fund-raiser, part community 
builder, part historical and cultural documentary, and part "day-in-the-life" video 
scrapbook, Smithfield residents share local legends, historical happenings, and backyard secrets - 
untold or uncelebrated stories that capture the essence of the town. 

 
Watch Hill: Portrait of a New England Seaside Village, Thur, 12/28/76 at 8:00 pm, 60 minutes 
Located on a peninsula at the most southwesterly point of Rhode Island, Watch Hill is 
surrounded by the sea on three sides. It is the point where three states meet, RI, Connecticut and 
New York. Generations have summered here; others have worked, fished or just observed its 
quiet charm.  Its story is told by people who love Watch Hill and are committed to preserving it. 
 

QPTR Category:  Tradition 
 
They Wore the Red Suit, Thursday 12/21/17 at 8:00 pm, 90 minutes 
The documentary showcases men who portray Santa Claus, not just during the holidays, but, in 
some cases, throughout the year.  Rhode Island's own Michael Rielly is one of the Santas 
profiled in the film. Michael is a third generation Santa. 

 
QPTR Category:  War/National Security/Veterans 

 
Uncle Jack: The Manhattan Project and Beyond, Tue, 11/14/17 8:00 pm Learn 36.2, 60 mins 
The Manhattan Project in World War II was an enormous undertaking that required the efforts of 
many of the world's most brilliant scientists. Thousands of physicists, mathematicians, and 
engineers were recruited to design, build, and test the world's first atomic weapon. One of those 
assigned to the project was John Edmund Gray, uncle of the film's producer, Tim Gray. 
Regarded as a pioneer in the field of nuclear energy, John Gray was also front and center as that 
power evolved from wartime use to peacetime adaptation. 
 
Remember Pearl Harbor, Thursday, 12/07/2017 at 4:00 am on Learn 36.2, 90 minutes 
Local producer Tim Gray documents the 75th anniversary, the tragic events and the courageous 
acts of those who were in or near Pearl Harbor on that day. The film includes first-person 
accounts from sailors, airmen, soldiers and civilians, including Lou Conter, USS Arizona; James 
Downing, USS Virginia; Vernon Carter, US Army Air Corps, Hickam Field; and Barbara 
Kotinek, who was just six years old at the time and lived within eyesight of Pearl Harbor.     

 
QPTR Category:  Youth 

 
Teenage Critic, Saturdays at 11:30 am; Sundays at 3:00 pm on Learn 36.2, 30 minutes 
Local teens explore art and culture each week by visiting historical sights, talking to creative 
people, eating cultural food, and having fun along the way. In production since 2010, 
Confessions of a Teenage Critic (aka Teenage Critic) features teenage co-hosts, as well as 
teenagers working behind the scenes as production assistants, camera operators, and editors. 
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