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January, 2015 – March, 2015 
 
Each quarter, KMBZ-FM places in its Public Inspection File a list of what it considers to have 
been some of the significant problems and needs of its service area and some of its most 
significant programming broadcast to help meet those problems and needs. 
 
The attached Quarterly Listing of Problems and Needs is being filed in the Public Inspection File 
of Station KMBZ-FM in accordance with FCC requirements for the three month period  January, 
2015-March, 2015.  While this list contains a brief description of much of KMBZ-FM’s most 
significant typical and illustrative programs and program segments, it does not include all 
programs an program segments broadcast by the station during the three months which 
related to other issues. 
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KMBZ-FM QUARTERLY LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 
January, 2015 – March, 2015 
 
 
1.    BUSINESS/JOBS 
      The economy is still sluggish, but the prevailing thought is the worst is behind us. Local 
companies are hiring again, and in fact, the unemployment rate in Kansas City is lower than the 
national average.   
 
2.  VIOLENCE/CRIME 
    Crime continues to be a major problem facing the Kansas City area.  New statistics out show 
that violent crime is up among all ages and races and in all cities.  White collar crime is also 
becoming a problem for businesses.  The Kansas City Crime Commission working to better 
enable police departments with new information.  Kansas City Police Department revamping 
and looking at more police on streets. 

 
3. GOVERNMENT 
    Local problems exist at city hall in Kansas City, Missouri as the Mayor continues to wrangle 
with the city council over several issues including that of his wife. A recent effort to recall the 
mayor is underway.  As both Kansas and Missouri lawmakers get set to convene next quarter, 
numerous committees are drafting legislative proposals dealing with education, infrastructure 
and immigration.   
 
4.  EDUCATION  
    The battle to find education dollars for both Kansas and Missouri still a hot topic as the 
legislative session will begin next quarter.  Missouri is looking at a problem with student loans 
and how to handle the agency that is in charge.  Many of the local school districts, such as 
Shawnee Mission, Liberty, Kansas City are facing money issues, and with the state’s economies 
continuing to slide many of the education dollars are being withheld. Kansas City, Missouri 
continues its search for a new superintendent.  
 
5. MINORITIES 
     As Congress tries to come up with a plan on how to deal with illegal immigrants, Kansas city’s 
Hispanic community rallies joining other cities nationwide to try and show how important the 
worker’s are to the economy.  Meanwhile, area churches are trying to find ways to battle 
racism.  Missouri lawmakers looking at measure to punish businesses and landlords that hire 
and house illegals. 
 
6.  YOUTH 
      The growing crime rate in Kansas City has hit the area youth hard. The nationwide school 
shootings causing more schools to crackdown on any truancy problems.   Many of the homicide 
victims have been young and officials are concerned about growing gang violence.   There is 



concern that as the economy continues to slide, more and more young people will be out of 
work, and could turn to crime. 
 
7.  DRUGS 
    While both states have made headways into the problem of drugs in the metro area, 
methamphetamine is still the drug of choice.  While both states have enacted legislation to 
crack down on over the counter medicines that can be used to make meth, law enforcement 
officials say it’s too early to tell if the measures are working.   New surveys out that while hard 
drugs are on a decline among teens, prescription drugs are now the number one problem. 



8.   WOMEN 
       The issues of low pay & lack of child care continue to be problems among working women 
in the metro area.  As the metro area braces for the economic downturn, more women are 
seeing their jobs eliminated and that is adding to pressure.  More employers though seem to be 
working better with women in the area of health care and that has been noted as a plus among 
women’s organizations.  
 
9.  HEALTH 
    Missouri and Kansas committees are looking at how to handle the ranks of the under and 
uninsured.  Kansas City health department trying to work up plans on how to battle a pandemic 
if and when it occurs here.  The focus of health care will be a big topic in the upcoming 
presidential election, and as the campaigns come through Kansas City, many are asking the 
candidates their views. 
 
10. CHARITY 
     Area food banks have been tapped, and more charities are seeing more and more working 
poor coming to their doors.  The holiday season was a tough one for area charities, and they are 
still playing catch up.  
 



Business/Jobs 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
2.4.15:                It might be the worst thing that could happen to the 27,000 people who work 
for RadioShack, but the potential demise of the nearly century-old consumer electronics chain 
might bolster the position of one of the nation’s newest retailers. Amazon is said to be in talks 
to acquire some RadioShack locations if and when the Texas-based company files for 
bankruptcy.  
 
3.30.15:              If you were asked to draw the Apple logo from memory, could you? There’s a 
good chance you could not. That’s what UCLA psychologists found after asking 85 undergrads 
to do that very task. More than half were strictly Apple users, while another 23 used Apple 
products. The grand total of students who drew it correctly? One. (Seven were able to draw it 
with “minimal errors”, defined as 3 or fewer, write the researchers. In fact, less than half could 
pick the proper logo out of a line-up.  
 
 
 
Violence/Crime 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
3.31.15:            Prosecutors rested their case against Boston Marathon bomber Dzhokhar 
Tsarnaev on Monday after jurors in his federal death penalty trial saw gruesome autopsy 
photos and heard a medical examiner describe the devastating injuries suffered by an 8 year 
old boy killed in the 2013 terror attack. At least three jurors cried and wiped their eyes with 
tissue as they looked at photos of Martin Richard, who went to watch the marathon with his 
parents.  
 
 
 
Government 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
3.11.15:       Under a new bill passed by Utah’s state Senate yesterday, executioners won’t have 
to worry about a shortage of lethal injection drugs unless there is also a shortage of bullets. The 
bill, introduced by republicans as a “backup”, allows the use of firing squads when there is a 
drug shortage and was passed by an 18-10 vote.  
 
3.30.15:           President Obama will be in Boston Monday, as the $79 million Edward Kennedy 
Institute of the United States Senate will be dedicated and opened to the public. Many 



dignitaries will be on hand, including VP Biden, Senator McCain, and most politicians with 
Massachusetts roots.  
 
 
 
 
Education 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
3.23.15:                Children who are older when they start school may do well academically and 
socially in the short-term….but are more likely to turn to the dark side later on. In addition to 
performing better academically, a study found old-for-grade students were one-third less likely 
to engage in delinquent behavior while still in school.  
 
3.31.15:               An elementary school teacher is in hot water, accused of developing a secret 
relationship with her 11 year old student. Geraldine Alcorn, who is 28, was arraigned in 
Pittsburgh on charges that include corruption of minors and child luring. She’s free on bond. 
The Beechwood Elementary school teacher is accused of planning to adopt and “run away” 
with the 11 year old girl.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minorities 
 
Kansas City Morning News  
 
3.23.15:             After just one week, Starbucks employees will stop writing “Race Together” on 
your coffee cups. CEO Howard Schultz ended the effort Sunday, after days of pushback against 
the company’s initiative to start a conversation about race within its more than 20 thousand 
stores. The message was meant to be “just the catalyst” for a broad conversation about race, 
but it quickly turned to a conversation about Starbucks.  
 
 
 
 
Youth 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News 
 



3.24.15:           Babies conceived through IVF may be twice as likely to develop autism, according 
to new research. Children conceived using assisted reproductive technology were more likely to 
develop autism than babies conceived naturally.  
 
 
 
Drugs 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
1.28.15:              Need help with allergies ---- or sleeping? Be careful: a new study finds that 
some sleep aids and allergy pills, including Benadryl and Nytol, are associated with an increased 
risk of developing Alzheimer’s. The study looked at drugs which block nervous system chemical 
transmitters thus causing drowsiness.  
 
1.29.15:              Colorado’s marijuana experiment was designed to raise revenue for the state 
and its schools, but a state law may put some of the tax money directly into residents’ pockets, 
causing quite a headache for lawmakers. The state Constitution limits how much tax money the 
state can take in before it has to give some back.  
 
3.24.15:              A Nevada lawmaker has proposed a bill in the state legislature that would grant 
ailing pets access to medical marijuana. The measure, put forward by Democrat Tick Segerblom, 
would let owners obtain the drug for their animals if a veterinarian confirmed it may mitigate 
the symptoms or effects of a chronic medical condition.  
 
 
 
Women  
 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
3.18.15:               They may not want to admit to it, but new research reveals that shirtless men 
appeal to heterosexual males as much as females. In fact, a muscular male figure in a 
suggestive pose causes men to take more financial risks if the image is used in an advertising 
campaign. This is according to an Australian study that suggests one of the best ways for banks 
to sign up more male clients is to display half-naked man.  
 
3.20.15:                Women who sleep more are more likely to do other things in bed. Researchers 
from the University of Michigan tracked 171 college-age women over 14 days and found those 
that got more sleep had more --- and better ---- sex, with every hour of sleep raising the 
likelihood of having sex the next day by 14%. More sleep apparently boosts sexual desire even 
when factors like changes in mood were controlled for.  
 
 



 
Health  
 
Kansas City’s Morning News 
 
3.20.15:            Remember how Lucy used to go crazy when Snoopy gave her a big, wet kiss? 
Maybe he was on to something. Researchers at the University of Arizona are exploring the 
theory that microbes from a dog’s gut are good for your immune system.  
 
3.31.15:           A new diet could more than halve a person’s risk of developing Alzheimer’s 
disease. Experts say the diet, known by the acronym MIND, could reduce the risk of the illness 
even if it is not meticulously followed. MIND stands for Mediterranean Intervention for 
Neurodegenerative Delay and includes at least three daily servings of whole grains and salad.  
 
3.31.15:          The co-pilot of the GermanWings jetliner that crashed in the French Alps on 
Tuesday had been treated for “suicidal tendencies” before receiving his pilot’s license, the 
office of the public prosecutor in Dusseldorf said Monday. The co-pilot, Andreas Lubitz, had 
been treated by psychotherapists over a long period of time.  
 
 
 
Charity 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News 
 


