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KMBZ-FM  QUARTERLY LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 
April , 2015 – June, 2015 
 
 
1.    BUSINESS/JOBS 
      The economy is still sluggish, but the prevailing thought is the worst is behind us. Local companies are hiring 
again, and in fact, the unemployment rate in Kansas City is lower than the national average.   
 
2 VIOLENCE/CRIME 
    Crime continues to be a major problem facing the Kansas City area.  New statistics out show that violent crime is 
up among all ages and races and in all cities.  White collar crime is also becoming a problem for businesses.  The 
Kansas City Crime Commission working to better enable police departments with new information.  Kansas City 
Police Department revamping and looking at more police on streets. 

 
3. GOVERNMENT 
    Local problems exist at city hall in Kansas City, Missouri as the Mayor continues to wrangle with the city council 
over several issues including that of his wife. A recent effort to recall the mayor is underway.  As both Kansas and 
Missouri lawmakers get set to convene next quarter, numerous committees are drafting legislative proposals 
dealing with education, infrastructure and immigration.   

 
4.  EDUCATION  
    The battle to find education dollars for both Kansas and Missouri still a hot topic as the legislative session will 
begin next quarter.  Missouri is looking at a problem with student loans and how to handle the agency that is in 
charge.  Many of the local school districts, such as Shawnee Mission, Liberty, Kansas City  
are facing money issues, and with the state’s economies continuing to slide many of the education dollars are 
being withheld. Kansas City, Missouri continues its search for a new superintendent.  
 
5.MINORITIES 
     As Congress tries to come up with a plan on how to deal with illegal immigrants, Kansas city’s Hispanic 
community rallies joining other cities nationwide to try and show how important the worker’s are to the economy.  
Meanwhile, area churches are trying to find ways to battle racism.  Missouri lawmakers looking at measure to 
punish businesses and landlords that hire and house illegals. 
 
6.  YOUTH 
      The growing crime rate in Kansas City has hit the area youth hard. The nationwide school shootings causing 
more schools to crackdown on any truancy problems.   Many of the homicide victims have been young and officials 
are concerned about growing gang violence.   There is concern that as the economy continues to slide, more and 
more young people will be out of work, and could turn to crime. 
 
7.  DRUGS 
    While both states have made headways into the problem of drugs in the metro area, methamphetamine is still 
the drug of choice.  While both states have enacted legislation to crack down on over the counter medicines that 
can be used to make meth, law enforcement officials say it’s too early to tell if the measures are working.   New 
surveys out that while hard drugs are on a decline among teens, prescription drugs are now the number one 
problem. 



8.   WOMEN 
       The issue of low pay, lack of child care continue to be a problem among working women in the metro area.  As 
the metro area braces for the economic downturn, more women are seeing their jobs eliminated and that is 
adding to pressure.  More employers though seem to be working better with women in the area of health care and 
that has been noted as a plus among women’s organizations.  
 
9.  HEALTH 
    Missouri and Kansas committees are looking at how to handle the ranks of the under and uninsured.  Kansas City 
health department trying to work up plans on how to battle a pandemic if and when it occurs here..  The focus of 
health care will be a big topic in the upcoming presidential election, and as the campaigns come through Kansas 
City, many are asking the candidates their views. 
 
10.. CHARITY 
     Area food banks have been tapped, and more charities are seeing more and more working poor coming to their 
doors.  The holiday season was a tough one for area charities, and they are still playing catch up.  
 



1.    BUSINESS/JOBS 
       
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
5.4.15:              You’ve probably suspected this….we think like we dress. New research suggests 
an advantage to dressing up for the workday. Wearing more formal clothing changes the way 
we think. Dressing up makes us feel more powerful, which in turn makes us more likely to 
adopt high-level, abstract thinking.  
 
5.13.15:            Myrna Arias didn’t like the GPS app on her phone that constantly tracked her, so 
she uninstalled it. The problem: Arias’ phone was issued by her employer, which required her to 
run the app constantly, and after she removed it, she was fired. Now she’s suing her former 
employer for invasion of privacy, unfair business practices, and retaliation.  
 
5.14.15:             WalMart will test a new unlimited shipping service for online shoppers this 
summer that will be priced below Amazon’s widely popular $99 per year Prime service. 
WalMart’s shipping subscription service will cost customers $50 per year.  
 
5.20.15:             KFC is bringing back Col Sanders as the fried chicken chain seeks to refresh its 
image by harkening back to its past. And look who’s playing the colonel! The real Col Harland 
Sanders died nearly 35 years ago and KFC hasn’t featured him in TV ads for about 20 years. The 
reboot of the Colonel will be played by Darrell Hammond.  
 
 
 
 
2. VIOLENCE/CRIME 
     
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
4.27.15:               Nearly three years after police arrested James Holmes outside a suburban 
Denver movie theater where he shot and killed 12 people, prosecutors are set to lay out why 
they believe jurors should order his execution. Opening arguments begin Monday afternoon in 
the slow moving case against Holmes.  
 
4.28.15:               Riots and violence in Baltimore as that city continues to burn this morning 
following the police-related death of Freddie Gray.  
 
5.1.15:                 Hell hath no furylike a woman scorned…..or fired, pregnant. A pregnant 
Popeye’s Chicken manager was fired after refusing to pay back money taken during an armed 
robbery. She is now demanding $5.5 million. A letter from her attorney states, “Even though 
you have offered to give the job back to her only to save face after experiencing bad publicity, 
the damage from your egregious conduct has been done”.  
 



 
 
 
 
3. GOVERNMENT 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
5.5.15:                The race for the White House is heating up….as a doctor and a woman join 
Republicans hoping to become president.  
 
5.29.15:              Former House Speaker Dennis Hastert has been charged with concealing nearly 
a million dollars from bank reports, and lying to investigators about it. According to federal 
prosecutors, between 2010 and 2014 Hastert structured withdrawals of less than 10 thousand 
dollars at a time to evade required bank currency transaction reports.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  EDUCATION  
     
Kansas City Morning News  
 
5.15.15:                 As high schoolers graduate this weekend, we’re learning that some colleges 
are stealing a page from the tropical resort playbook in order to attract new students. At least 
OUR tax dollars aren’t going for this….students at LSU will soon be able to soak up the sun in 
the manmade “lazy river”, part of an $85 million leisure project under way despite the schools 
desperate financial situation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. MINORITIES 
      
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
5.6.15:              The gay-marriage question before the Supreme Court isn’t the only case 
involving homosexuals that’s making headlines. In Nebraska, a woman has filed a lawsuit 
against all gay people because she believes they are sinners. In her seven page petition, 66 year 



old Sylvia Driskell calls herself an ambassador of God and asks a federal judge in Omaha to rule 
whether homosexuality is a sin.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  YOUTH 
       
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
5.12.15:             High school senior pranks might get students punished from time to time --- but 
it’s not every day that they result in felony charges. But they did for four seniors in Ohio, after 
their prank led to the closure of all district schools on Friday. The 18 and 19 years olds are 
accused of letting the air out of 24 school buses’ tires by breaking off the stem valves.  
 
5.28.15:             K-State researchers claim that a particular gene sequence associated with ‘mild’ 
rule breaking in children  is the same one that leads to leadership qualities found in successful 
high-flying executives. They found that in children, the DAT1 gene leads to mild bad behavior 
such as truancy, but not serious bad behavior such as violent crime.  
 
5.29.15:             A father is defending his decision to throw his daughter a nearly $39,000 third 
birthday party. Eric Lembo and Trang Nguyen, parents in Perth, Australia, threw their daughter, 
Lauren, a 220 person birthday party last week. "The day wasn’t all about the money”, Lembo 
said, answering those who called the fete “wasteful” and “vulgar”. The Disney-themed soiree 
included entertainment from a former Australian idol contestant, a balloon artist, photo booth, 
children’s high tea, and a menu that included scallops, pork belly, cognac, and a Disney cake.  
 
 
 
 
 
7.  DRUGS 
     
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
4.20.15:             If you’ve ever spent time in the hospital you know that your activities are pretty 
limited…..except for this entrepreneur. A woman suspected of dealing meth from her hospital 
room was caught with drugs, a digital scale, and packaging materials while receiving treatment 
in Washington.  
 



4.22.15:             A special ‘teabag’ has been designed to transform ordinary bland lager into a 
refined craft beer. The beer-bag works in the same way as fruit teas, but instead of infusing it in 
hot water the user drops it into a pint.  
 
 
 
 
 
8.   WOMEN 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News 
 
5.18.15:            Debate in the mommy wars usually focuses on what kids lose out on if their 
mother works. But a major new study out of the Harvard Business School flips the question to 
ask what they gain. It turns out, quite a bit. Daughters of women who work tend to get more 
education and are more likely to work in supervisory jobs and have a higher income. Sons of 
women who work help out more with child care and housework.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
9.  HEALTH 
 
Kansas City Morning News  
 
4.23.15:            A federal judge has approved a potential $1 billion plan to resolve thousands of 
NFL concussion lawsuits filed by retired players. The NFL expects 6,000 of nearly 20,000 retired 
players to suffer from Alzheimer’s disease or moderate dementia someday.  
 
5.11.15:            A British hospital is using cutting-edge technology to keep lungs ‘breathing’ 
outside the body for 24 hours. Lungs have commonly been placed in a cool box and packed in 
ice to stop them from deteriorating before transplant. That only allows the organs to remain 
outside a body for 6 hours.  
 
5.21.15:            If you leave your water bottle at room temperature for too long, you could end 
up with gastroenteritis. Slime bacteria live in household pipes and tapes, but only at low 
concentrations in tap water that isn’t dangerous. But if a bottle is refilled and left at room 
temperature, the bacteria can reproduce and build up a culture that could give you a virus. The 
virus causes loss of appetite, aching limbs, fever, and headaches.  
 



5.22.15:            From glasses to standard lenses and even lasers, there are many ways people 
cam restore or correct their vision. But the latest so-called bionic lens promises to not only 
restore sight, it claims it can boost it to three times better than 20/20. And surgery to insert the 
lens takes just eight minutes, with sight being restored in seconds.  
 
 
10. CHARITY 
 
 


