
Quarterly Issues Programs List for Station WBXX July 1 to September 30, 2021                                                    
 
The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 
  
A.  State Legal Rights: The Coronavirus Pandemic and subsequent governmental actions have created many concerns about the 
rights of citizens, business operations, job rights, and unemployment. The station devoted programs to try and clarify these issues.  
 
B.  Local Education: Area school buildings closed by the pandemic were forced to adjust to find ways to educate students and direct 
staff remotely, and then gradually attempt to return to traditional methods.  The station devoted programs to let listeners know how 
local school districts are approaching those challenges, and also how Covid and other issues have affected curriculum choices. 
 
C.  Local Economy:  The Coronavirus Pandemic and subsequent governmental actions have created many concerns about local 
economies and businesses. COVID-19 related shutdown has derailed local efforts and resulted in organizations coming up with creative 
ways to try and help existing businesses stay afloat. The station devoted many programs to try and clarify these issues.  
 
D. Mental Health Care:  The Coronavirus Pandemic has caused Mental Issues to become more prevalent, and the cause of many 
community problems.  In addition to new treatment options, the state is considering a massive re-vamp of how services are paid for.   
The station devoted many programs to try and clarify these issues.  
 
E. State Government/Elections:  The post-election discussion became a significant issue in Michigan as state officials and 
our audience looks at improvements that will guarantee election integrity.  The station aired several programs to examine 
the issue. 
 
F. Public Safety:  Efforts by local police and health departments to contain the virus, keep people safe, and enforce state and local 
directives were one of the most significant issues faced by the community, as well as a rise in crime and staffing difficulties at local 
police agencies.  The radio station devoted many programs to keep the listeners informed.  
 
G. Michigan Election Law:  As the debate continues over the legitimacy of the 2020 election in Michigan, many changes in election 
law have also raised questions and issues.  The station aired programs that addressed these concerns and changes. 
 



H. COVID-19 and State Government: Efforts of the administration and legislature regarding the pandemic, and the difficulty those two 
branches of government have had working together were of considerable concern to Michigan residents, and the station devoted many 
programs to hear from those leaders and their plans.  
 
I. Federal Government: 3rd District Congressman Peter Meijer’s involvement in the Afghanistan withdrawal, and Federal spending 
proposals for post-pandemic recovery were big issues discussed on programs.  The station aired programming to clarify what those 
proposals are and what they would do. 
 
 



Description of Issue Program Date Time Duration 
(minutes) Description of Program

Public safety, Law 
Enforcement and Ethics

Radio Health 
Journal 4-Jul 6:30am 13 Min

Many patients arrive in the emergency room as a result of violence or car 
crashes—events in which police have an investigative interest. Sometimes, 
police duties clash with trauma care, and priorities are hashed out case by 
case, sometimes on the spot. Experts discuss which priorities come first 
and when, and the procedures needed to smooth out sometimes 
contentious interaction.

Local Economy Community 
Focus 4-Jul 6:00am 19

Battle Creek Unlimited CEO Joe Sobieralski talks about new development 
in the Fort Custer Industrial Park, potential development at the Battle Creek 
Executive Airport, and projects in downtown Battle Creek.

Public Safety Community 
Focus 4-Jul 6:22am 7

State Fire Marshall Kevin Sehlmeyer talks about Firework safety and sales, 
and also the drought that Michigan had in spring and the planning process 
that went into being ready for fires. 

Local Mental Health Radio Health 
Journal 4-Jul 6:45am 7

Most people procrastinate at least now and then. But when we put 
something off, we’re usually facing not a time management problem, but an 
emotion management problem. Experts discuss what’s going on in our 
heads when we procrastinate.

COVID-19 Financial 
Assistance

Community 
Focus 11-Jul 6:00am 15

Peter Vogel, Executive Director of the South Michigan Food Bank, talks 
about the operation during the pandemic, and new programs to distribute 
food aid in Calhoun County and six adjacent counties.

Heatlh Care Radio Health 
Journal 11-Jul 6:45am 14

Dementia has a much wider range than most people think, and people with 
dementia are usually functional for years. An expert discusses the course 
of the disease and how life can still be positive for years before it reaches 
the late, debilitating stage most people think of when they hear the word 
“dementia.

City Government and 
Services

Community 
Focus 18-Jul 6:00am 19

Battle Creek City Manage Rebecca Fleury talks about the city's budget, 
status of building accessibility, hiring efforts, and the city's new flag 
ordinance.

Section II: Responsive Programming



Local Environment Community 
Focus 18-Jul 6:22am 6

Consumers Energy Clean Energy Plan was discussed by Brandon 
Hofmeister, Consumers Energy’s senior vice president for governmental, 
regulatory and public affairs.

Community Assistance Radio Health 
Journal 18-Jul 6:45am 14

A study by Save the Children shows on a county-by-county basis that 
children in poor and rural counties, especially in the south, are much less 
likely to survive into adulthood, and when they do, they’re often forced to 
become adults too soon by poverty, pregnancy, and lack of education. A 
Save the Children expert discusses factors that hurt children and ways they 
might be alleviated.

State Government Community 
Focus 25-Jul 6:00am 16

State Senator Dr. John Bizon talks about state budget negotiations, and 
his decision to endorse a controversial report that said Michigan Elections 
were basically fair.

Public Safety Community 
Focus 25-Jul 6:22am 7

 BCPD Sgt. Chris Rabbitt offers summer crime prevention tips, regarding 
open window, unlocked cars, and walking alone after dark.

Local Mental Health Radio Health 
Journal 25-Jul 6:30am 15

Where COVID-19 vaccination is high, it’s a getting-back-to-normal world 
after the pandemic. But even some vaccinated people won’t return to 
normal for months or years because of the psychological effects. Experts 
discuss why this occurs and how people can help themselves return to 
mental health.

Public Safety Community 
Focus 1-Aug 6:00am 14

Emmett Twp Supervisor Deb Belles and Public Safety Chief Ken 
Cunningham talk about the upcoming Public Safety millage vote.

Broadband Community 
Focus 1-Aug 6:15am 8

Mac McCullough head of the recently appointed Calhoun County 
Broadband Task Force talks about their mission, work so far, and an 
important broadband survey that seeks to gather data and information 
about broadband use in Calhoun County.

Health Care Radio Health 
Journal 1-Aug 6:30am 12

Hospitals are now required to post prices for many procedures on their 
websites, including cash prices and what insurers pay. The intent of the 
federal rule is to allow patients to shop around, putting pressure on 
hospitals to compete on price. However, many hospitals have yet to 
follow the rule. Experts discuss the rule, its likely outcome, and how 
patients can use it to their advantage

Public Safety Radio Health 
Journal 1-Aug 6:42am 14

Nearly 40 percent of American homes have a dog, and while dogs may be 
“man’s best friend,” sometimes they bite, and sometimes with serious 
consequences. An expert who has studied dog bites discusses the reality 
of breed temperament, especially when children are around, how to prevent 
bites, and whether breeds with dangerous reputations deserve them.



Local Education Community 
Focus 8-Aug 6:00am 7

Robin Lott, the director of the Office of Post‐Secondary Financial Planning 
discussed student loan "do's and don'ts." 

Local Economy Community 
Focus 8-Aug 6:08am 18

Larry Jorgensen, author of "Return to the Coca‐Cola Trail" talks about the 
historic Coca‐Cola mural in downtown Albion, and the renovation efforts 
to restore it, as well as other Coca‐Cola history.

Local Economy Community 
Focus 15-Aug 6:16 AM 14

Kathy George, CEO FireKeeper's Casino Hotel, talks about job 
opportunities, new construction and the upcoming grand opening event. 

Mental Health Care Community 
Focus 22-Aug 6:00am 17

Jeannie Goodrich, Summit Pointe about Senate Bills 597 and 598, which 
would change the way mental health is funded in Michigan.

Local Economy Community 
Focus 29-Aug 6:00am 16

Battle Creek Unlimited CEO Joe Sobieralski talks about new development 
in the Fort Custer Industrial Park, potential development at the Battle Creek 
Executive Airport, and projects in downtown Battle Creek.

Health Care Community 
Focus 29-Aug 6:18am 10

Dr. Vikki Peterson talks about summer allergies and natural 
antihistamines

Local Mental Health Radio Health 
Journal 29-Aug 6:45am 13

Many people in prison have a mental illness that keeps them from following 
the rules of society. Prison, its rules, and often its punitive intent may be the 
worst place for them, especially since treatment is often lacking there. A 
noted prison psychiatrist and behavioral scientist discusses this, and 
alternatives that may produce less recidivism when these inmates are 
released back into society.

Broadband Community 
Focus 5-Sep 6:00am 13

Broadband expert Phil Kerpen talks about alterior motives behind the 
broadband efforts and what really should be done to effect change in 
internet access. 

Michigan Election Law Community 
Focus 5-Sep 6:15am 18

Calhoun County Clerk‐Register Kimberly Hinkley talks about voter 
registration, and future elections.

Local Education Radio Health 
Journal 5-Sep 6:30am 12

Schools that just a couple of months ago imagined opening free of great 
pandemic worry are now facing a Delta variant that’s even more contagious 
than the original. Yet last year’s experience is telling experts and 
administrators that school can be held safely if masking and other protocols 
are followed. Two pediatricians who are experts in how infectious disease 
affects schools discuss reopening for the school year.



Mental Health Care Community 
Focus 12-Sep 6:00am 16

Sharon Wixon and Jeff Bobrofsky of SPAOCC talk about Suicide 
Prevention efforts in Calhoun County.

Local Education Community 
Focus 12-Sep 6:18am 8

Alleigh Marre, President of Free to Learn Coalition discusses efforts to 
keep political influence out of education. 

Public Safety Community 
Focus 19-Sep 6:00am 14

Battle Creek Police Chief Jim Blocker talks about community relations 
with the department, budget concerns, concerns about how state mental 
health changes could threaten existing programs and efforts to hire new 
officers.

Local Education Community 
Focus 19-Sep 6:15am 10

Laura Ash and others talk about the Battle Creek Central Bearcat Tailgate 
event and a new scholarship to help school support staff get teaching 
certification.

Public Safety Radio Health 
Journal 19-Sep 6:30am 13

Government reports say more than 265 million healthcare records have 
been stolen, lost, or improperly disclosed in the last decade. It may create a 
financial risk, but it could also mean your health conditions and secrets are 
all over the internet. What are health systems doing to keep data safe? 
What should you do when you’re victim of a breach? One of the nation’s 
top health data experts discusses.

State Government Community 
Focus 26-Sep 6:00am 16

State Senator Dr. John Bizon talks about the new state budget, dollars 
coming to Battle Creek for economic renovation, and city hall repairs, as 
well as corrections department changes.

Local Economy Community 
Focus 26-Sep 6:16am 4 Battle Creek Chamber Director Kara Beer talks about programs and events 

to stimulate business in Downtown Battle Creek. 

Public Safety Community 
Focus 26-Sep 6:22am 7

Sgt. Chris Rabbitt, BCPD Crime Prevention Tips, talks about Facebook and 
Craigslist scams, and how to make these transactions safely.

Local Mental Health Radio Health 
Journal 26-Sep 6:30am 13

Loneliness has been increasing across all ages even before the pandemic. 
It’s especially noteworthy among seniors, and it can dramatically affect 
health. An expert geriatrician who has studied the effects of loneliness and 
the leader of an organization that provides friendly visitors to the isolated 
elderly discuss causes of increasing loneliness, its impact, and the 
effectiveness of visitor programs.
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