
Quarterly Issues Programs List for Station WBXX January 1 to March 31, 2021                                                    
 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 

  
A.  COVID-19 and Citizen Rights: The Coronavirus Pandemic and subsequent governmental actions have created many concerns 
about the rights of citizens, job rights and unemployment. The station devoted programs to try and clarify these issues.  
 
B.  COVID-19 and Local Education: All area school buildings were closed by the pandemic and were forced to adjust to find ways 
to educate students and direct staff remotely.  The station devoted programs to try and clarify these issues.  
 

C. Race Relations and Equality:  Local law enforcement was placed in the spotlight as a result of the George Floyd death and 
subsequent civil unrest and calls to defund police departments.   Equity, inclusion, and general efforts to strengthen cooperation 
between police departments, city government, and the minority community have been an even more major concern of the community 
than previously.  
  
D.  COVID-19 and Economy:  The Coronavirus Pandemic and subsequent governmental actions have created many concerns 
about local economies and businesses. COVID-19 related shutdown has derailed local efforts and resulted in organizations coming 
up with creative ways to try and help existing businesses stay afloat. The station devoted many programs to try and clarify these 
issues.  

 
E.  COVID-19 and Financial Security:  The Coronavirus Pandemic has resulted in major unemployment, loss of insurance, and 
many questions about government assistance. The station devoted many programs to try and clarify these issues.  
 
F. COVID-19 Treatment and Health:  The Coronavirus Pandemic has left us wondering about the medical impact, treatments and 
prevention efforts, and just what is accurate and what is not.   The station devoted many programs to try and clarify these issues. 
With the government lockdown during the pandemic, people are looking for healthy and safe activities. 
 

G. COVID-19 and Public Safety:  Efforts by local police and health departments to contain the virus, keep people safe, 
and enforce state and local directives were one of the most significant issues faced by the community and the radio 
station devoted many programs to keep the listeners informed.  
 



H. COVID-19 and State Government: Efforts of the administration and legislature regarding the pandemic, and the 
difficulty those two branches of government have had working together were of considerable concern to Michigan 
residents, and the station devoted many programs to hear from those leaders and their plans.  

   
 
 
 
 



Description of Issue Program Date Time
Duration 
(minutes)

Description of Program

COVID-19 State 
Government

Community 
Focus

3-Jan 6:18 AM 16
State Sen. Dr. John Bizon, 19th District Republican, talks about the state 
shutdown, COVID-19 issues, and the governor's use of emergency powers, 
and problems with the state's unemployment agency.. 

COVID-19 Treatment and 
Health

Radio Health 
Journal

3-Jan 6:30am 13

Poor communication and mixed messages have contributed greatly to poor 
acceptance of anti-coronavirus actions such as masking and social 
distancing, and experts fear it may be the same with the new vaccines. 
Experts discuss what we’ve done right in messaging and the lessons from 
what we’ve done wrong.  

Local Economy
Community 
Focus

3-Jan 6:00 AM 17
Alex Skiba and Brooke Pembroke of WACO Kitchen talk about the 
upcoming opening of their new restaurant at the Battle Creek Airport, and 
it's ties to the aircraft manufacturing company there. 

COVID-19 Financial 
Assistance

Community 
Focus

10-Jan 6:00am 10
Carolyn Bloodworth of the Consumers Energy Foundation talks about a 
new $480,000 effort in smaller grants to help many non-profit groups in the 
state in offsetting pandemic related shortfalls and problems. 

COVID-19 Treatment and 
Health

Radio Health 
Journal

10-Jan 6:45am 8

Success of COVID-19 vaccines depends on about 75 percent of people 
getting them, but distrust of medicine and of vaccines among African-
Americans means they may not come close to that milepost. Two experts 
discuss historical reasons for distrust, how the system will have to come 
through in ways it has not in the past, and how community leaders will 
make a huge difference in how the new vaccines are accepted. 

Local Economy
Community 
Focus

10-Jan 6:10 AM 19
Battle Creek's Local Business Development Director John Hart talks about 
the progress of downtown projects and business development. 

COVID-19 and Citizen 
Rights

Radio Health 
Journal

17-Jan 6:30am 13

Some Americans say there is no way they’ll get a COVID-19 vaccine, yet 
some may have no choice if they want to keep their jobs. Law allows 
workplaces to require safety-related vaccines for workers. Businesses may 
even begin to require proof of vaccination among customers to maintain 
safe environments. An expert on health law discusses. 

Section II: Responsive Programming



Race Relations and Equality 
Community 
Focus

17-Jan 6:00am 18

Battle Creek Police Chief Jim Blocker and Calhoun County Sheriff Steve 
Hinkley talk about an incident that was caught on video where a deputy 
arrested a citizen who was thought to be illegally soliciting, and what 
lessons can be learned from how it was handled.

Race Relations and Equality 
Community 
Focus

17-Jan 6:20am 9
Battle Creek City Commissioner Boonikka Herring talks about local plans 
for the upcoming Day of Racial Healing. 

COVID-19 and Economy
Community 
Focus

24-Jan 6:00am 19
Steve Guilaume, President of Shyft Specialty Vehicles in Charlotte talks 
about their plans to expand, and how the pandemic has actually created 
economic opportunities for their business. 

COVID-19 Treatment and 
Health

Radio Health 
Journal

24-Jan 6:45am 8

The COVID pandemic has prompted people to clean and disinfect more 
than ever. However, experts believe that humans need a certain amount of 
germs for our immune systems to work properly. One expert discusses her 
concern that we’re living too clean in the pandemic, and how we can 
benefit from “good bugs” without danger from the bad ones.

COVID-19 Treatment and 
Health

Community 
Focus

31-Jan 6:20am 16
Dr. Helen Boucher of Tufts Medical Center in Boston talks about the safety 
and effectiveness of the COVID-19 vaccines.

COVID-19 Treatment and 
Health

Radio Health 
Journal

31-Jan 6:30am 13

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention predicts that a new, more 
contagious version of COVID-19 will become the predominant strain by 
March, testing the new vaccine’s effectiveness. At the same time, 
researchers are trying to find ways to get the vaccine to more people more 
quickly by lengthening time between doses, with unknown results. 
Infectious disease experts discuss where we are in the fight.

Local Economy
Community 
Focus

31-Jan 6:00am 18
Larry Bowron, Aviation Director for the City of Battle Creek talks about 
development of the Battle Creek Executive Airport at Kellogg Field, 
including recent expansion and future plans. 

COVID-19 Financial Security
Community 
Focus

7-Feb 6:15am 18
Community Action Executive Director Michelle Williamson talks about 
programs to help families and individuals with home heating, repairs, and 
transportation. 

COVID-19 Treatment and 
Health

Radio Health 
Journal

7-Feb 6:30am 12

Healthcare workers in ER’s and ICU’s are in their 11th month of fighting 
COVID-19 and its exhaustion and depression. Two front line doctors 
describe how they’re managing to stay optimistic amid so much chaos, and 
how the vaccine has given them a goal keeping them afloat. 



Local Economy
Community 
Focus

7-Feb 6:00am 18
Post Cereal Plant Manager Ty Hakman talks about the local facility, jobs, 
what they do, and their role in the local community. 

COVID-19 and Public Safety
Radio Health 
Journal

14-Feb 6:30am 13

The number of cars on the road has been dramatically lower during the 
pandemic, yet the number of crash deaths has actually increased. That 
means the number of crashes and traffic deaths per mile driven have 
skyrocketed. Experts discuss this unprecedented scenario and what we 
can do about it.

COVID-19 Treatment and 
Health

Community 
Focus

14-Feb 6:20am 12
Bronson Healthcare Chief Epidemiologist Dr. Richard Van Enk talks about 
vaccinations in West Michigan, including side effects, procedures, variants, 
and who is next to receive the vaccination. 

COVID-19 Treatment and 
Health

Radio Health 
Journal

14-Feb 6:45am 7

Proof of having received COVID-19 vaccine may soon be required for 
boarding a plane, going to a ball game, going to school, having a job or 
eating in some restaurants. An expert involved in the design of a passport 
app discusses how it would all work. 

Local Economy
Community 
Focus

14-Feb 6:00am 18
Choose Marshall CEO Jim Durian talks about tourism and economic 
development efforts in Marshall. 

COVID-19 Financial Security
Community 
Focus

21-Feb 6:00am 19
Luis Garcia of the IRS talks about tax filing, on-line assistance, stimulus 
checks and late filing. 

COVID-19 and Economy
Radio Health 
Journal

28-Feb 6:30am 12

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected women’s employment much more 
dramatically than men, especially women of color, both because of the 
fields they work in and the need to take care of children who are distance 
learning. Experts discuss how this affects families, the workforce overall, 
and what can be done to ease the problem.

COVID-19 State 
Government

Community 
Focus

28-Feb 6:00am 18
Ian Northon, Special Council to the Amistad Project in Michigan, discusses 
Secretary Benson's election proposals and cautions against many of the 
proposals and calls for others to be implemented.

COVID-19 and Local 
Education 

Community 
Focus

7-Mar 6:00am 19
Lakeview School Supt. Blake Prewitt discusses their COVID procedures 
and the upcoming Bond issue. 

COVID-19 and Local 
Education 

Community 
Focus

7-Mar 6:18am 6
BCPS STEM School Principal and parent talk about how well the school is 
working and talk about the open enrollment period.



Economy and Public Health
Radio Health 
Journal

7-Mar 6:30am 13

The annual switch to Daylight Saving Time brings more accidents, heart 
attacks, and other health effects. Surprisingly, they don’t completely go 
away until we go back to Standard Time in the fall. Experts discuss health 
and mental effects of body clocks not being in synch with the actual time, 
and how year-around consistency would help. But should it be Standard 
Time or DST? Experts discuss alternatives.

COVID-19 State 
Government

Community 
Focus

14-Mar 6:00am 18

62nd District State Representative Jim Haadsma talks about recent COVID 
relief bills that were vetoed by the governor and explains his votes on those 
and efforts to clean up the voter rolls and address issues with the state 
unemployment office. 

COVID-19 Treatment and 
Health

Community 
Focus

14-Mar 6:18 AM 3
Bronson Marshall OB/GYN Services talks about the new office and COVID 
preventative measures, shots and testing.

COVID-19 Treatment and 
Health

Radio Health 
Journal

14-Mar 6:30am 13

Americans have waited anxiously for the COVID-19 vaccine. Now that it’s 
being rapidly deployed, how much will it change life for those who’ve 
received it? Experts offer a primer on exactly how the vaccines work, what 
activities recipients can and can’t safely do, and estimates of when masks 
won’t be necessary. 

Local Education
Community 
Focus

14-Mar 6:23am 8
Luke Perry, Director of the Math and Science Center and advanced and 
accelerated REACH program at Springfield Middle School.

COVID-19 Treatment and 
Health

Community 
Focus

21-Mar 6:15am 7
Van Andel Institute Chief Education Officer Terra Tarango talks about 
VacciNation, a new online tool for teachers and families to teach young 
people about vaccines.

Job Training
Community 
Focus

21-Mar 6:00am 16
MI Reconnect and state Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity 
Acting Director Susan Corbin talks about the new program to offer state 
funded job training for Michigan residents 25 years and older.

Race Relations and Equality 
Community 
Focus

21-Mar 6:20am 10

Community advocate Will Fobbs talks about the new program, funded  by a 
$2 million grant from the WK Kellogg Foundation, to help residents in the 
Washington Heights area with real estate and business improvements and 
business startup.

COVID-19 and Local 
Education 

Community 
Focus

28-Mar 6:00am 16

Al Shiflett, Director of Community Engagement for Grand Valley State 
University's Battle Creek Regional Outreach Center talks about their 
presence in the communities and options for higher learning in the 
pandemic. 



COVID-19 and Public Safety
Community 
Focus

28-Mar 6:18am 7
Battle Creek Police Sgt. Chris Rabbit has tips and information about scams 
in the area regarding tax season, preparation, refunds, stimulus checks 
and debit/gift cards. 

COVID-19 Treatment and 
Health

Radio Health 
Journal

28-Mar 6:30am 6

During the pandemic, millions of people have adopted diets full of comfort 
food, and have wrecked their heart health in the process. Now as the world 
begins to return to a semblance of normal, they will face wildly conflicting 
dietary advice. An expert cardiologist discusses how people can cut 
through the confusion. 
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