
 

 

 

 
The Today Show 

Monday-Friday 7am-9am 

 
The Today Show II 

Monday-Friday 9am-10am 

 
The Today Show III 

Monday-Friday 10am-11am 

 
NBC Nightly News 

Monday-Sunday 6:30pm-7pm  
Saturday Today Show 

Saturdays 7am-9am 

 

 
Meet The Press 
Sundays 11am-12pm 

Public Inspection File Quarterly Issues/Programs List 
 

 
Sunday Today Show 

Sundays 8am-9am 

NBC News Programs 4th Qtr. 2017 
Early Today 
Monday-Friday 6:30am-7am 

Full Measure with Sharyl Attkisson Sundays at 10am and 12am
10/1/17-12/31/17

Dateline NBC various times
Between 10/1/17-12/31/17



WTWC TALLAHASSEE QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT

4th Quarter 2017

Below is a list of some of the significant issues responded to by Station WTWC, Tallahassee, 

Florida, along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues

 for the period October 1, to December 31, 2017.   
Description of 

Issue

Program/

Segment Date Time Duration

Narration of Type and 

Description of 

How the City of 

Tallahassee 

markets 

themselves and 

Leon County as 

a destination 

place for 

tourists and 

visitors through 

the Leon County 

Commission.  

Our 

Issues 

Tallahass

ee/ "Visit 

Tallahass

ee"

10/1/2017 7:30am 22 minutes Berneice Cox's guest is 

Kerri Post, Director of 

Visit Tallahassee and in 

segment one Kerri talks 

about historical trends in 

tourism in the capital 

city.  In segment two 

Kerri Post discusses the 

7 years of consecutive 

growth in tourism to 

Leon County and how 

Visit Tallahassee has 

helped to sustain those 

numbers.  In segment 

three Kerri discusses the 

future of tourism in Leon 

County and how Visit 

Tallahassee plans on 

promoting the city and 

County to help maintain 

high levels of tourists to 

the capital city. 



United Way of 

the Big Bend 

discusses their 

goals for 2017 

2018 campaign.

Our 

Issues 

Tallahass

ee/ 

"United 

Way Big 

Bend 

2017-

2018"

10/7/17 at 

5:30am 

and 

10/8/17; 

10/14/17 at 

5:30am 

and 

10/15/17.

7:30am 22 minutes In Segment One Katrina 

Rolle UWBB CEO and 

President gives an 

overview of 

accomplishments within 

UWBB in 2017. In 

segment two Glenda 

Thornton, UWBB 

Campaign Chair 2017 

discusses fundraising 

and the importance of 

getting local businesses 

involved.  In segment 

three Katrina Rolle and 

Glenda Thornton talk 

about the Young leaders 

society and how the 

importance of our young 

adults is in getting 

involved in the various 

organizations within the 

UWBB. 



Tallahassee 

Symphony 

Orchestra 

discusses their 

upcoming 

season and the 

importance of 

Music and Arts 

in the 

community.

Our 

Issues 

Tallahass

ee/ 

"Tallahas

see 

Symphon

y 

Orchestra

"

10/21/17 at 

5:30am 

and 

10/22/17; 

10/28/17 at 

5:30am 

and 

10/29/17.  

7:30am 22 minutes Segment one Mandy 

Stringer, CEO of the 

Tallahassee 

Symphony discusses 

the history of the 

symphony in 

Tallahassee.  In 

segment two Mandy 

Stringer and TSO 

Board Member Pam 

Butler talk about the 

upcoming season that 

the symphony has in 

store for the 

community.  In 

segment three TSO 

Board Member 

Amanda Morrison 

talks with Berneice 

about the various fund 

raising and 

volunteering that the 

TSO does each year 

and the importance of 

keeping that program 

going as well as 

funded. 



Florida Bar 

Foundation is a 

statewide 501 © 

(3) public charity 

that provides 

funding for legal 

aid and 

improvements 

in the 

administration 

of justice.

Our 

Issues 

Tallahass

ee/"Florid

a Bar 

Foundatio

n"

11/4/17 at 

5:30am 

and 

11/5/17.  

11/11/17 at 

5:30am 

and 

11/12/17.

7:30am 22 minutes Berneice Cox and 

Bruce Blackwell the 

Executive Director of 

the Florida Bar 

Foundation discuss 

the Bars mission 

statement.  In 

Segment two Bruce 

continues disussing 

the importance of their 

mission and some 

examples of cases the 

Bar has helped with.  

In segment three 

Berneice and Bruce 

further discuss the 

Florida Bars roll in 

legal aid and how 

those efforts are 

further helping those 

in need of legal aid in 

the community and 

state wide.



Crime in 

Tallahasse a 

discussion with 

Tallahassee 

Chief of Police 

Michael DeLeo.

Our 

Issues 

Tallahass

ee/ "TPD 

Chief of 

Police 

Michael 

DeLeo"

11/18/17 at 

5:30am 

and 

11/19/17.  

11/25/17 at 

5:30am 

and 

11/26/17.  

7:30am 22 minutes Berneice Cox's guest is 

TPD Chief of Police 

Michael DeLeo.  Chief 

DeLeo discusses his 

background in law 

enforcement and what 

brought him to 

Tallahassee.  Chief 

DeLeo discusses how 

he and Sheriff Walt 

McNeil are working 

together to improve the 

communication lines 

between the two 

departments as well as 

working closer over 

jurisdiction boundries 

when covering crime.  In 

the final segment Chief 

DeLeo discusses the 

911 service as well as 

the increased violent 

crime that has hit our 

community in the last 

year. 



Local 

Businesses 

giving back in 

the community. 

Matt Thompson 

and Mark 

McNees.

Our 

Issues 

Tallahass

ee/"Local 

Business 

Giving in 

Tallahass

ee"

12/2/17 at 

5:30am 

and 

12/3/17.  

12/9/17 at 

5:30am 

and 

12/10/17.

7:30am 22 minutes Segment one Matt 

Thompson, Owner of 

Madison Social and 

The Gathering 

discusses how he 

started his local 

businesses and how 

his spirit of giving was 

the foundation for all 

his various 

businesses.  In 

segment two Mark 

McNees, Owner of 

RedEye Coffe and 

founder of Element 3 

discusses how he 

started Red Eye and 

why giving is such an 

important component 

in everything his 

company does.  In 

Segment three the 

two local 

businessmen discuss 

ways in which the 

local community can 

get involved in helping 

out those in need.



Religious 

organizations 

working 

together for the 

good of the 

community.  

Village Square 

God Squad with 

member Darrick 

McGhee.

Our 

Issues 

Tallahass

ee/"Villag

e Square 

God 

Squad"

12/16/17 at 

5:30am 

and 

12/17/17.  

12/23/17 at 

5:30am 

and 

12/24/17.  

7:30am 22 minutes Berneice's guest is 

Pastor Darrick 

McGhee.  Pastor 

McGhee discusses 

how the God Squad 

brings the various 

religions in the 

tallahassee 

community together 

for discussion and 

fellowship.  In 

segment two Darrick 

discusses the 

complexities of being 

the only conservative 

in an extremely liberal 

family and how fatih 

and politics hit all 

aspects of his 

personal and 

professional life.  In 

segment three Darrick 

discusses how the 

community can get 

involved with God 

Squad to further help 

the community 

involvement between 

the various faith 

based organizations.



Healthy lifestyle 

choices for the 

New Year.  

TMH Dietician 

Nancy Smith 

and Premier 

Fitness 

Coordinator 

Christine Morse.

Our 

Issues 

Tallahass

ee/"Health

y Eating 

and 

Exercise"

12/30/2017

at 5:30am 

and 

12/31/17; 

7:30am 22 minutes In Segment One 

Nancy Smith, TMH 

Dietician discusses 

the importance of 

keeping a healthy diet 

during the holiday 

season. In Segment 

two Nancy tells our 

viewers about good vs 

bad cholesterol and 

good sugars vs bad 

sugars.  In segment 

three Premier Health 

Fitness Coordinator 

Christine Morse gives 

our viewers an 

overview of the 

importance of diet and 

exercise and keeping 

a balance between 

the two to maintain a 

healthy lifestyle year 

round. 



Q4-2017-FULL MEASURE  
 
Full Measure is a broadcast focusing on investigative, original and accountability 
reporting unique in today’s media.The host is Sharyl Attkisson. The show format will 
include a major investigative piece each week on topics ranging from immigration 
issues at home and abroad, government waste, national security concerns and 
vulnerabilities, whistleblower reports on government abuse and misdeeds. Full Measure 
is produced by and airs nationally on stations of the Sinclair Broadcast Group. The 
program also streams live on all Sinclair websites  on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. ET. 
  
 
 

Oct1 
(4) 

Buck the 
Congressman 
on draining the 
swamp 
 
 

MS13  
Report on the 
gang 

Media/Trump 
One professor 
who says media 
is getting it 
wrong 

SIGAR  
US AID FTM 

Oct8 
(5) 

Zombicare the 
decline of 
Obamacare 

Military Reform 
What needs to 
be done to 
retain talent 

Italy/No H20 
Thuman 
Water shortage 

 

Oct15 
(6) 

Puerto Rico 
The bankruptcy 
and the storm 

Media/Sesno 
Coverage of 
POTUS 

Female 
Jihadis/Thuman 
Female threat 
under the radar 

 

Oct22 
Thuman anchors 
(7) 

Title 9 
It’s broken 

South China 
Sea the 
impasse from 
the man who 
fought China 
 

Flood 
Recovery/Thum
an 
Wasted $s on 
rebuilding  

 

Oct29 
(8) 

ICE 
The agent who 
survived an 
ambush and 
what happened 
afterwards 
 

High Speed 
Trains/ Joce 
Why they may 
not be such a 
good idea 

Happy Gallup 
Not all gloom 
and doom folks 

 



Nov5 
(9) 

Trump 
Interview with 
the President 

Trump  
 
 

Trump  

Nov12 
(10) 

Duterte  
Controversial 
Philippine 
president 

One year later: 
how the media 
got it wrong 

Eiffel 
Tower/Thuman 
High security 

Jeepneys 
Quaint transport 
in Philippines 

Nov19 
(11) 

OBOR  
China’s global 
reach 

Flights to 
Nowhere/ 
subsidized 
routes on 
taxpayer $s 

Travis Tritt  

Nov26 
(12) 

The New Front  
The Abu Sayyaf 
and expanding 
terror grid 

Italy No Attacks 
why Italy has 
had fewer  

Apocalypse US 
Govt disaster 
plans 

 

Dec3  
(13) 

 Border-2  
Reporting with 
border patrol 

Pentagon Slush 
Fund one place 
they stash $ for 
questionable 
projects 

HatingHcare/Ro
senthal  The 
woman who 
calls the system 
rigged 

 

Dec10 
(14) 

Zika 
What happened 
in PR 

The Dollar 
Divide/Healthcar
e  why it 
benefits some, 
penalizes others 

Bucking the 
Budget the 
Congressman 
on the budget 

Spending/Fair 
Pulse  
Americans on 
the budget 

Dec17 
(15) 

Ethics 
Can Congress 
investigate 
itself? 

ISRAEL/THUMA
N reporting from 
Jerusalem after 
POTUS on 
embassy 

E-Verify - Lamar 
Smith  
A plan to keep 
illegals out of the 
workplace 

Benghazi  

Dec24  
(16) 

October 1 Show    

Dec31  
(17) 

October 29 
Show  

   

 



2017 4th QUARTER MEET THE PRESS TOPICS 

Chuck Todd is NBC News Political Director and the moderator of "Meet the Press," the flagship Sunday 
Morning public affairs program and longest-running broadcast in television history. 

"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most markets. In New 
York City and Washington D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-11:30 a.m. ET. 

The program re-airs on MSNBC Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT and again at 2 a.m. ET/11 
p.m. PT and 4 a.m. ET/1 a.m. PT Monday. At these times, “Meet The Press” will also air on SIRIUS 

channel 90 and XM channel 120. 

Please check local listings or the "Meet the Press" website (http://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-
press) for television and radio broadcast times in your area or to get transcripts of the show. Follow us 

on Twitter @MeetThePress and @NBCNewsPR. 

MTP: MNUCHIN ON TRUMP’S PUERTO RICO TWEETS: ‘WHEN THE PRESIDENT GETS ATTACKED, HE ATTACKS 
BACK … THE MAYOR’S COMMENTS WERE UNFAIR’ 

Treasury Sec. Mnuchin: “I don’t” regret requests for government aircraft travel 
 
PLUS: Mnuchin: Tax reform plan will “pay down the deficit by $1 trillion” 
 
SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE: Corker on North Korea: “If we don’t ramp up the diplomatic side, it’s possible that we end up 
cornered” 
 
Corker on tax reform: “I am not going to be for it” if it adds to the deficit 

OCT. 1, 2017 – This morning in a live interview on “Meet the Press,” Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin defended 
the government’s response to the crisis in Puerto Rico as well as President Trump’s tweets about the island and 
the mayor of San Juan, telling moderator Chuck Todd: “When the president gets attacked, he attacks back, and I 
think the mayor’s comments were unfair given what the federal government has done.” 

Mnuchin also told Todd that the administration’s tax reform proposal’s “objective is not to give an income tax cut 
to the wealthy.” “With our plan, we actually pay down the deficit by $1 trillion,” he added. 

“The American public deserved to know how their money is being spent,” commented Mnuchin on Health and 
Human Services Sec. Tom Price’s resignation after the use of government-funded private jet travel. When asked if 
he regrets his own government aircraft requests, Mnuchin said, “I don’t.” Watch the full interview. 

Sen. Bob Corker (R-Tenn.), chair of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, exclusively spoke with Todd about 
North Korea: “Tillerson understands that every intelligence agency we have says there's no amount of economic 
pressure you can put on North Korea to get them to stop this program because they view this as their survival.”  

“If we don't ramp up the diplomatic side, it's possible that we end up cornered,” he added. 

On the administration’s tax reform proposal, Corker shared: “If it looks like to me, Chuck, we're adding one penny 
to the deficit, I am not going to be for it.” The senator also stood by his criticism of the president following the 

http://nbcnews.to/2hFmBVd


Charlottesville rally violence, telling Todd that he and the president “spent five minutes on this topic” when they 
met last week. Watch the full interview. 

Ta-Nehisi Coates, author of “We Were Eight Years in Power,” discussed his book, telling Todd that he 
“would argue that white supremacy is an indispensable factor” to the Trump presidency. Watch the full interview. 

The New York Times’ David Brooks, AEI’s Danielle Pletka, MSNBC’s Joy Reid and authorCharlie Sykes analyzed the 
week in politics on the roundtable, including the president’s tweets on Puerto Rico. Watch the conversation. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 

For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” newsletter, and subscribe 
to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand interviews. 

 

MTP: BUDGET CHIEF: TRUMP CALL TO SCHUMER IS MESSAGE TO GOP TO ‘KEEP YOUR PROMISES’; ON GOVT. 
JETS FROM DC TO NYC, ‘YOU’RE NOT GOING TO SEE IT AGAIN’ 

PLUS: Mulvaney on Corker: “It’s going to be fun to work with him … not running for re-election … unleashes him 
to do whatever -- and say whatever -- he wants to say” 

Feinstein on re-election: “I’m ready for a good fight” 

SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE: Scalise on tax reform: “All the rates are going to go down” 

OCT. 8, 2017 – Budget chief Mick Mulvaney told “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd this morning that 
Senate Republicans’ takeaway from President Trump’s health care call with Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer 
(D-N.Y) should be to “keep your promises. You promised to repeal and replace. Do it.” 

“If the question is: Is the president interested in working with Democrats to repeal and replace? That would be our 
language, the answer is yes,” said Mulvaney. “The Democrats may use a different word for that.” The OMB 
director also addressed the use of government planes to fly from Washington to New York, telling Todd: “You're 
not going to see it again.” 

Watch the full interview, including Mulvaney on a “much more orderly and aligned West Wing” under Chief of 
Staff Kelly and the acceptance of “short-term increases in deficits in order to get the type of tax reform that we 
need.” 

Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) also joined the program, hinting to Todd that when it comes to a possible re-
election run, she’s “ready for a good fight.” She commented on this past week’s Las Vegas shooting: “America is a 
gun-happy country, and I think there are many of us in growing numbers that don't want a gun-happy country. … I 
have seen over the decades is a growth of substantial improper use of weapons.” In an interview excerpt released 
ahead of air,Feinstein also addressed possible campaign contributions from Hollywood mogul Harvey Weinstein, 
who is accused of sexual harassment: ““I don't know that I've received any. I'll certainly take a look, and then I'll 
make a decision. … That’s the best I can do for you today.”Watch the full interview. 

Todd also spoke with House Majority Whip Steve Scalise (R-La.) for his first Sunday interview since the Las Vegas 
shooting. In an interview excerpt released on MSNBC’s “MTP Daily” Thursday, Scalise reacted to possible “bump 
stock” legislation : “A week ago … most people didn't know what a bump stock was. So to think that we're now all 
experts and know how to write some, you know, panacea law, it's fallacy. Let's focus on the facts.” He also 

http://nbcnews.to/2fBPWvz
http://nbcnews.to/2hEbMTm
http://nbcnews.to/2hFaass
http://www.meetthepress.com/
https://secure.nbcnews.com/_tps/accounts/newsletters
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/1947-meet-press-podcast/id1156592336?mt=2
http://nbcnews.to/2hWBcf8
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/feinstein-on-weinstein-harassment-lack-of-moral-code-is-concerning-1065170499846
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/feinstein-on-weinstein-harassment-lack-of-moral-code-is-concerning-1065170499846
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-feinstein-i-don-t-know-of-a-gun-law-that-could-have-stopped-las-vegas-shooting-1065414723790
http://www.msnbc.com/mtp-daily/watch/scalise-on-bump-stocks-a-t-f-should-decide-not-congress-1063687235664


addressed the administration’s tax reform plan: “All the rates are going to go down. The death tax will be 
completely repealed.” Additional excerpts released ahead of air include the representative onHurricane Nate, on 
tax reform at the ballot, Trump’s deal with the Democrats and a possible purging of GOP lawmakers unsupportive 
of the administration. Watch the full interview. 

NBC News’ Carol Lee and Kristen Welker, MSNBC’s Hugh Hewitt and The Washington Post’sEugene 
Robinson joined the show’s roundtable, where Welker broke the news that Bannon is planning a “full-on assault 
on the Republican establishment” beginning this week, targeting all incumbents excerpt for Sen. Ted Cruz (R-
Texas) in batches of three. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 

For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read”newsletter, and subscribe 
to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand interviews. 

 

MTP: UN AMB. HALEY: ‘GOING TO SEE US STAY IN THE DEAL,’ ‘WHOLE REASON WE’RE LOOKING AT THIS IRAN 
AGREEMENT IS BECAUSE OF NORTH KOREA’ 

PLUS: “I am glad to be living in New York … I don't want to be near the drama” 

ALSO: “If there's a problem, that's really a question for Secretary Tillerson” 

EXCLUSIVE: Ohio Gov. Kasich doesn’t rule out 2020 presidential run 

OCT. 15, 2017 – UN Ambassador Nikki Haley addressed the Iran nuclear deal this morning, telling “Meet the 
Press” moderator Chuck Todd that “right now, you’re going to see us stay in the deal” and “the whole reason we're 
looking at this Iran agreement is because of North Korea … What we're saying now with Iran is don't let it become 
the next North Korea.” 

Haley also spoke about the palace intrigue surrounding the White House: “I am glad to be living in New York … I 
don't want to be near the drama and I don't want to be near the gossip.” She added that President Trump has full 
confidence in Secretary of State Tillerson and that “if there's a problem, that's really a question for Secretary 
Tillerson. That's not anything for the rest of us to answer.” Watch the full interview. 

Ohio Gov. John Kasich, who exclusively joined the broadcast this morning, told Todd that the Trump 
administration’s Friday announcement to end health care subsidies is “outrageous”: “These were payments to 
insurance companies to make sure that hardworking Americans, who don't make a lot of money, can have their 
copayments taken care of. It's a subsidy to do that.” 

The governor also didn’t rule out running for president in 2020: “I don't know what I'm going to do tomorrow. You 
know, I will tell you this. The other day, with all the chaos going on, my wife said to me one morning, she said, "You 
know, John, I wish you were president." That's how I knew the country was in trouble." Watch the full interview. 

The Washington Post’s Dan Balz, NBC News’ Kasie Hunt, Demos’ Heather McGhee and The Wall Street 
Journal’s Kimberley Strassel joined the program this morning for insight and analysis, including conversations 
on Congress’ relationship with the White House and if Hollywood will change its culture because of the Weinstein 
accusations. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 

https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/scalise-on-tropical-storm-nate-confident-new-orleans-is-ready-1064297027955
http://www.msnbc.com/mtp-daily/watch/scalise-on-tax-reform-failure-is-not-an-option-1064574019594
http://www.msnbc.com/mtp-daily/watch/scalise-on-tax-reform-failure-is-not-an-option-1064574019594
http://www.msnbc.com/mtp-daily/watch/scalise-on-tax-reform-failure-is-not-an-option-1064574019594
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-scalise-interview-house-whip-still-more-opposes-gun-control-after-being-shot-1065407555803
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/welker-steve-bannon-to-target-all-incumbent-senators-except-ted-cruz-1065484867551
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/welker-steve-bannon-to-target-all-incumbent-senators-except-ted-cruz-1065484867551
http://www.meetthepress.com/
https://secure.nbcnews.com/_tps/accounts/newsletters
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/1947-meet-press-podcast/id1156592336?mt=2
http://nbcnews.to/2yLasFu
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-kasich-what-are-they-doing-for-health-care-in-washington-1073685059740
http://nbcnews.to/2yLKktV
http://nbcnews.to/2yLgeqE
http://nbcnews.to/2yLgeqE
http://www.meetthepress.com/


For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” newsletter, and subscribe 
to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand interviews. 

 

MTP EXCLUSIVES: GRAHAM: FALLEN SOLDIERS WERE IN NIGER ‘TO HELP ALLIES,’ SCHUMER: ‘WE HAVE ALL 48 
DEMOCRATS’ ON HEALTH CARE DEAL 

EXCLUSIVE: Graham Says Trump Administration Has “Blind Spot on Russia I Still Can’t Figure Out”  

EXCLUSIVE: Schumer: “No, I Did Not” Know We Had a Thousand Troops in Niger 

ONLY ON MEET THE PRESS: Four Female Senators Say #MeToo, Reveal Stories of Sexual Harassment 

OCT. 22, 2017 – In an exclusive interview this morning on “Meet the Press,” Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) told 
moderator Chuck Todd that he “got a little insight” on why the fallen four American soldiers were in Niger: “I can 
say this to the families: they were there to defend America. They were there to help allies. They were there to 
prevent another platform to attack America and our allies.” 

“We don’t know exactly where we’re at in the world militarily and what we’re doing. So John McCain is going to try 
to create a new system to make sure that we can answer the question why were we there, we’ll know how many 
soldiers are there, and if somebody gets killed there, that we won’t find out about it in the paper,” the senator 
continued. 

Graham also addressed the administration not implementing Russian sanctions: “The Trump administration is slow 
when it comes to Russia. They have a blind spot on Russia I still can't figure out. But I can tell you what happened 
in '16.” Watch the full interview. 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) also exclusively joined the broadcast, echoing Graham: “No, I did 
not” know that we had a thousand troops in Niger. He spoke on the health care deal in Congress right now, telling 
Todd: “This is a good compromise. It took months to work out. It has a majority. It has 60 senators supporting it. 
We have all 48 Democrats, 12 Republicans. I would urge Senator McConnell to put it on the floor immediately, this 
week. It will pass and it will pass by a large number of votes.” 

Schumer also criticized President Trump: “This presidency doesn't get anything done. All he does is spend his time 
tweeting and degrading his so-called enemies. That doesn't work and demeans the presidency.” Watch the full 
interview. 

In the wake of the Harvey Weinstein allegations, “Meet the Press” reached out to every female U.S. senator, asking 
if any had #MeToo stories they were comfortable sharing with our viewers. Senators Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.), 
Mazie Hirono (D-Hawaii), Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), and Heidi Heitkamp (D-N.D.) shared their stories – a 
powerful example of the prevalence of sexual harassment. Watch them share their experiences. 

Robert Costa of The Washington Post, Helene Cooper and Tom Friedman of The New York Times, and Danielle 
Pletka of the American Enterprise Institute joined this morning’s roundtable for insight and analysis, including a 
discussion on the week’s civility. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 

For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” newsletter, and subscribe 
to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand interviews. 

https://secure.nbcnews.com/_tps/accounts/newsletters
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/1947-meet-press-podcast/id1156592336?mt=2
http://media.ne.cision.com/l/hbijppvx/nbcnews.to/2gYyjXE
http://media.ne.cision.com/l/hbijppvx/nbcnews.to/2h0uykq
http://media.ne.cision.com/l/hbijppvx/nbcnews.to/2gXwRET
http://media.ne.cision.com/l/hbijppvx/nbcnews.to/2ztNqiJ
http://media.ne.cision.com/l/hbijppvx/nbcnews.to/2ztBhKy
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MTP EXCLUSIVE: PORTMAN SAYS TRUMP IS ‘TOO DEFENSIVE’ ON RUSSIA PROBE, ON MUELLER: ‘LET HIM GET TO 
THE BOTTOM OF IT’ 

SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE: McCaskill on Trump: “Anxious to work with him … My job’s not to fight him” 

NEW: Trump’s Approval Ratings Drops to Lowest Level Yet in NBC News/WSJ Poll 

OCTOBER 29, 2017 – In an exclusive live interview, Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) told “Meet the Press” moderator 
Chuck Todd that President Trump’s comments on the Russia investigation this week were “too defensive.” 

“I hope Congress will encourage that the Senate Intelligence Committee … complete their work,” said Portman. 
“And that we support this investigation that the Department of Justice has now appointed this special prosecutor. 
Let's let him get to the bottom of it.” 

He also addressed the factions inside the Republican Party right now, telling Todd: “I don’t think it’s new,” as well 
as how the tax reform proposal will “actually be reducing the deficit.” Watch the full Portman interview. 

Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.) also exclusively joined the broadcast, and she addressed what she has in common 
with the president: “We have enough in common that he signed a number of my bills into law already. … We 
certainly agree on infrastructure.” She added: “I am anxious to work with him on those things. … My job’s not to 
fight him.” The Missouri senator also discussed leadership within the Democratic Party: “We have so many people 
that are trying to position themselves to run for president I think it's hard to say who is the leader.” Watch the full 
interview. 

New NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll numbers released this morning on the broadcast reveal that the 
president’s job approval rating is at 38 percent, his lowest since taking office and down five points since 
September. Read more from the new poll. 

After President Trump declared the nation’s opioid crisis a “health emergency” earlier this week,Huntington, W.V. 
Fire Chief Jan Rader spoke with Todd about her daily battle against the epidemic: “It's been years since we had a 
day where we didn't have an overdose.” Rader’s fight is chronicled in “Heroin(e),” a Netflix original film and an 
official selection of The Meet the Press Film Festival in Collaboration with the American Film Institute (AFI). Watch 
the interview. 

Republican strategist Al Cardenas, POLITICO’s Eliana Johnson, MSNBC’s Chris Matthewsand The Cook Political 
Report’s Amy Walter joined this morning’s roundtable for analysis on the week in politics, including a discussion 
on the divide within the GOP. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 

 

 

MTP: WARNER SAYS PAPADOPOULOS ON SENATE INTEL ‘SCREEN FOR A LONG TIME,’ EXCLUSIVE: DNC CHAIR 
CALLS BRAZILE’S ACCOUNT ‘LUDICROUS’ 

Vice Chair of Senate Intel Says Committee Has “Actually Interviewed Literally a Couple Hundred Individuals” 

EXCLUSIVE: Mueller Has Enough Evidence to Bring Charges in Flynn Investigation, Sources Tell NBC News 
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Sen. Lankford on Flynn Jr.’s Role: “We’re Going to Try to Ask and Find Out” 

PLUS: “Meet the Press” Turns 70 in Special Anniversary Edition 

NOVEMBER 5, 2017 – Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.), vice chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee, told “Meet the 
Press” moderator Chuck Todd that George Papadopoulos, former Trump campaign adviser who pled guilty in 
Mueller’s Russia probe, “had been on our screen for a long time.” 

Though he wouldn’t address if the committee has interviewed Papadopoulos, Warner told Todd that they 
have “actually interviewed literally a couple hundred individuals -- many times without actually even the 
knowledge of the press. We’ve worked with a lot of these individuals cooperatively. We’ve got more to do.” 

On the Steele dossier, Warner shared: “I wish Mr. Steele would sit down and talk to our committee. We’ve reached 
out. He’s refused to do so, so far.” Watch the full interview. 

NBC News exclusively reported this morning that federal investigators have gathered enough evidence to bring 
charges in their investigation of Michael Flynn, Trump's former national security adviser, and his son Michael Flynn 
Jr. as part of the probe into Russia's intervention in the 2016 election, according to multiple sources familiar with 
the investigation. Read more. 

Sen. James Lankford (R-Okla.), who also serves on the Senate Intelligence Committee, told Todd that “we’re going 
to try to ask and find out” the role of Mike Flynn, Jr. in the Russia investigation. When asked about the 
cooperativeness of the Flynns, Lankford replied, “I’m going to leave that up to the chairman and vice chairman to 
be able to determine how cooperative they’ve been in coming in and out.” 

The Oklahoma senator also said the House Republicans pushing for Mueller’s resignation are “not a threat at this 
point. Bob Mueller needs to be able to finish his investigation.” Watch the full interview. 

In an exclusive sit-down, Tom Perez, chair of the National Democratic Committee, responded to former interim 
DNC Chair Donna Brazile’s new claim that that health concerns drove considerations to replace Hillary Clinton as 
the party's nominee late in the campaign: “The charge that Hillary Clinton was somewhere incapacitated is quite 
frankly ludicrous.” 

On if Brazile fell for Russian propaganda: “I don't know what Donna Brazile fell for. But all I know is under the rules 
and bylaws of the Democratic National Committee, she couldn't have done this. Hillary Clinton was anything but 
incapacitated,” said Perez. Watch the exclusive interview. 

“Meet the Press,” the longest-running show in television history turns 70 years old tomorrow, and in this 
morning’s special anniversary edition, Todd recounts the broadcast’s interviews with 12 president, 82 heads of 
states and hundreds of distinguished journalists. Watch “Meet the Press” by the numbers. 

The Washington Post’s Eugene Robinson, The Wall Street Journal’s Peggy Noonan and NBC News’ Tom 
Brokaw and Kasie Hunt joined the show’s roundtable and with a nod to the anniversary, a look back on their first 
appearances. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 
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MTP EXCLUSIVE: TOOMEY CALLS FOR MOORE TO ‘STEP ASIDE’ IN ALA. SENATE RACE, SAYS ‘STRANGE WOULD BE 
A STRONG CANDIDATE FOR A WRITE-IN’ 

PLUS: White House Legislative Affairs Director Marc Short: “If More Evidence Comes Out That Can Prove He Did 
This,” Moore “Should Be Disqualified” 

ALSO: Short: Trump “Did Insert Himself” Into Ala. Senate Race, “He Supported Luther Strange in the Primary” 

EXCLUSIVE: Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D) Says Democrats “Have a Major Responsibility” in the Culture of 
Victim Shaming 

EXCLUSIVE: Klobuchar: If Moore is Elected, Expulsion Process is “One Way We Could Do It” 

NOV. 12, 2017 -- In an exclusive interview, Sen. Pat Toomey (R-Pa.) told “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd 
that Alabama Senate candidate Roy Moore should “just step aside” afterThe Washington Post outlined stories of 
Moore’s relationships with teenage girls while he was in his early 30s, including a woman who said Moore initiated 
a sexual encounter with her when she was 14. 

“A write-in is something we should certainly explore,” the Pennsylvania senator said. “I think Luther Strange would 
be a strong candidate for a write-in.” 

“When someone waits 40 years before they make an accusation, you know, that raises a question itself. So it's 
probably not knowable. But there seems to be enough there that it's very disturbing,” Toomey added. Watch the 
full interview with Toomey, including discussion on Russia sanctions and tax reform. 

White House Legislative Affairs Director Marc Short joined Todd live on set and addressed the Alabama Senate 
race: “The people in Alabama know Roy Moore better than we do here in D.C., and I think we have to be very 
cautious, as Senator Toomey said, of allegations that are 40 years old that arise a month before election day.” 

On Moore, Short added: “If more evidence comes out that can prove that he did this, then sure, by all means he 
should be disqualified. But that’s a huge if, and I think we have to allow that more facts come out.” When asked if 
President Trump would insert himself into the Alabama Senate race, Short said: “He did insert himself. He 
supported Luther Strange in the primary against Roy Moore. People are forgetting that.” 

Short also discussed Russia’s election interference: President Trump “believes that after a year of investigations of 
tens of millions of taxpayer dollars, there is zero evidence of any ballot being impacted by Russian 
interference.” Watch the full interview. 

Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), the lead sponsor of a bill instituting mandatory sexual harassment training for 
senators and their aides, exclusively joined the broadcast and said that the expulsion process is “one way we could 
do it” if Moore is elected to the Senate. When asked by Todd what responsibility “Democrats have in this culture 
of victim shaming that became pretty prevalent in the '90s,” Klobuchar replied, “We have a major 
responsibility.” Watch the full interview. 

Charlie Cook of The Cook Political Report, David Ignatius of The Washington Post, Elise Jordan of TIME and NBC 
News’ Kristen Welker joined the broadcast’s roundtable for insight, where Welker shared that Steve Bannon’s 
camp is likely going to pin the Moore accusations on the Republican establishment as a “hit job.” 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com, and attend the first-ever Meet 
the Press Film Festival in Collaboration with the American Film Institute (AFI) tomorrow in Washington, D.C. 
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For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” newsletter, and subscribe 
to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand interviews. 

 

 

MTP: BUDGET DIRECTOR MULVANEY ON MOORE’S ACCUSERS: ‘I BELIEVE THEY’RE CREDIBLE. I DON’T KNOW 
WHO TO BELIEVE.’ 

EXCLUSIVE: Comstock Calls for Moore to Step Aside: “For That Matter, Al Franken Can Go Hit the Door With Him” 

EXCLUSIVE: Dingell, When Asked About Gillibrand’s Clinton Comments, Says “We’ve Got to Focus On What The 
Future Is” 

EXCLUSIVE: Blunt on Moore: “The Women’s Story Is More Credible Than His Response” 

PLUS: Blunt Says Tax Reform Will Pass the Senate, and “It Depends On Where The Votes Are” If It’s With Or 
Without Obamacare Repeal 

NOVEMBER 19, 2017 – White House Budget Director Mick Mulvaney told “Meet the Press” guest 
moderator Andrea Mitchell that Alabama Senate Republican candidate Roy Moore’s accusers are “credible.” “I 
don’t know who to believe,” he added. 

The budget chief also addressed the tax reform plan that passed the House this week and is now in debate in the 
Senate; when asked if President Trump would benefit from the tax cuts, Mulvaney replied: “I can't speak to the 
president’s taxes. I think that was sort of litigated by the American public during the election. I will say this, listen, 
the president's going to pay much higher taxes on a lot of his properties, excuse me, because he has properties in 
high tax states.”Watch the full interview. 

Reps. Barbara Comstock (R-Va.) and Debbie Dingell (D-Mich.) joined the broadcast in an exclusive joint interview 
to discuss sexual harassment on Capitol Hill and in politics. Comstock, who was the first woman in the House to call 
for Moore to step aside, told Mitchell that she still hopes “he will do that and do the right thing … For that matter, 
Al Franken can go hit the door with him.” 

When asked by Mitchell if Sen. Gillibrand was wrong when she said that Clinton should have resigned during the 
Lewinsky scandal, Dingell replied, “I have a thousand thoughts on all this… we've got to focus on what the future is. 
Doing “got you” questions to people like us isn't going to solve the problem. And we've got to start moving 
forward.” Watch the full interview. 

On Moore, Sen. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.) exclusively said: “The women's story was more credible than his response, that 
Alabama voters deserved a better choice. But they're going to have to make that decision. They know Roy Moore a 
whole lot better than I do. I've met him once.” And in terms of President Trump’s accusers, the senator said, 
“Whatever they had to say, people heard that. And they elected President Trump the president of the United 
States. So at some point I think you have to let the voters have a say here.” 

He also told Mitchell the tax reform bill will pass the Senate, and whether it’s with or without the repeal of the 
Obamacare individual mandate, “it depends on where the votes are.” Watch the full interview. 

https://secure.nbcnews.com/_tps/accounts/newsletters
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/1947-meet-press-podcast/id1156592336?mt=2
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The Washington Post’s Bob Costa, National Review’s Rich Lowry, MSNBC’s Joy Reid and The Cook Political 
Report’s Amy Walter joined the program’s roundtable for insight and analysis this morning, including a discussion 
on this defining moment in our culture on sexual harassment. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 

 

 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: PELOSI DEFENDS CONYERS AS ‘AN ICON IN OUR COUNTRY,’ ON IF SHE BELIEVES THE ACCUSERS: 
‘THAT’S FOR THE ETHICS COMMITTEE TO REVIEW’ 

EXCLUSIVE: Pelosi: Conyers “Has Done a Great Deal to Protect Women” 

EXCLUSIVE: Ohio Sen. Portman Supports Retroactively Making Capitol Hill’s Sexual Harassment Settlements 
Public, Says “It’s Outrageous That Taxpayers Are Asked to Pay” 

EXCLUSIVE: Anita Hill: “Even Today, Washington Cannot Lead the Country on This Issue” 

NOV. 26, 2017 – On “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd,” House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) exclusively 
defended Rep. John Conyers (D-Mich.) following accusations of sexual harassment, saying the 27-term 
congressman is “an icon in our country” who “has done a great deal to protect women.” 

When asked if she believes Conyers’ accusers, Pelosi told moderator Chuck Todd: “I don’t know who they are. Do 
you? They have not really come forward. That’s for the Ethics Committee to review.” 

Watch the full interview, including Pelosi on the re-litigation of President Clinton’s actions: “Why don't we talk, 
instead, about how we go forward? Nobody is proud of President Clinton's behavior at the time.” 

Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) told Todd that he would support retroactively making all of Capitol Hill’s sexual 
harassment settlements public: “It’s outrageous that taxpayers are asked to pay these settlements in the first 
place, and yeah, we should make transparent what has happened.” 

On the Senate’s ethics investigation into accusations against Sen. Al Franken (D-Minn.), Portman said: “We ought 
to get to all the facts just as in the case of John Conyers, as we talked about earlier, I hope we see action on that 
even this week.” Watch the full interview, including the senator’s position on President Trump putting OMB 
Director Mulvaney as the acting chief of the Consumer Financial Protection Board. 

Anita Hill, who alleged in 1991 when Clarence Thomas was nominated to the Supreme Court that he had sexually 
harassed her years earlier when she worked for him in various government positions, exclusively joined the 
broadcast this morning. Hill – now a professor at Brandeis University – shared that “26 years ago, Washington 
wasn’t ready to lead on this issue, and I’m afraid even today Washington cannot lead the country on this issue.” 
She added: “I can’t say that I was entirely surprised with the “Me Too” allegations and the stories that came out of 
“Me Too,” but I am just shocked that if we cannot look at those now and see that we have a widespread problem 
in this country.” Watch the full interview. 

The Washington Post’s Michael Gerson, MSNBC’s Hugh Hewitt, Demos’ Heather McGhee and NBC News’ Katy 
Tur joined the “Meet the Press” roundtable this morning for insight and analysis, including a discussion on sexual 
harassment, in which Tur notes: “We have a very different set of standards – very clearly – for everybody else and 
for politicians.” 
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Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 

For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” newsletter, and subscribe 
to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand interviews. 

 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: FEINSTEIN: ‘WE’RE BEGINNING TO SEE … A CASE OF OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE,’ ‘A KIND OF 
INSTABILITY, UNPREDICTABILITY’ IN TRUMP WHITE HOUSE 

EXCLUSIVE: Collins Says Mueller Is “Making Progress,” Transition Conversations “Should Not Have Been Taking 
Place” 

EXCLUSIVE: Bossie: “It’s Clear That It Is” Trump on Access Hollywood Tape 

Todd Asks Bossie & Lewandowski About Flynn References in Book: “There Are Exactly Two. Did You Scrub Them 
Out?” 

DECEMBER 3, 2017 – In an exclusive live interview, Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) tells “Meet the Press” 
moderator Chuck Todd that “what we’re beginning to see is the putting together of a case of obstruction of 
justice.” 

“We see this in the indictments, the four indictments and pleas that have just taken place, and some of the 
comments that are being made. I see it in the hyper-frenetic attitude of the White House: the comments every 
day, the continual tweets. And I see it, most importantly, in what happened with the firing of Director Comey and 
it is my belief that that is directly because he did not agree to lift the cloud of the Russia investigation. That’s 
obstruction of justice,” shares Feinstein. 

On the Trump White House, the California senator notes: “The concern rises with the day. … There is a kind of 
instability, unpredictability. It’s one issue after the other.” Watch the full interview. 

Mueller is “making progress,” said Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) exclusively to Todd. “What we do know is there 
were conversations during the transition period. During the transition period there’s still only one president and 
that was President Obama, so those conversations should not have confirmed, should not have been taking place.”  

“The president should have no comment whatsoever on either of these investigations. And the only thing that he 
should be doing is directing all of his staff and associates to fully cooperate,” said Collins. Watch the full interview, 
including her vote on tax reform. 

Corey Lewandowski, former Trump campaign manager, and David Bossie, deputy campaign manager to Trump for 
the general election, joined Todd live on set exclusively to discuss their new book, “Let Trump Be Trump.” Todd 
asked both if Flynn references in the book were scrubbed out, noting “there are exactly two.” “He didn't even 
make acknowledgements. And you listed every other person in the campaign in the acknowledgement,” said Todd. 

On the Access Hollywood tape, Bossie says “it’s clear that it is” Trump on the tape. Watch the full interview. 

Eddie Glaude, Jr. of Princeton University, historian Doris Kearns Goodwin, GOP strategistMike 
Murphy and Danielle Pletka of the American Enterprise Institute joined this morning’s “Meet the Press” 
roundtable to discuss the week in politics, including the future of the Russia investigation. On Trump, Goodwin 
asked, “How can he be happy? The administration has been under a shadow from the beginning.” 
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Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 

 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: SANDERS SAYS ‘I DON’T THINK WE’RE THERE RIGHT NOW’ ON TRUMP IMPEACHMENT, 
‘JUMPING THE GUN DOES NOBODY ANY GOOD’ 

EXCLUSIVE: Scott: If Moore Wins in Alabama, “There Will Immediately Be An Ethics Investigation” 

EXCLUSIVE: House Intel Member Says Trump Jr. “Was Forthcoming” Besides Declining to Answer a Question 
About a Conversation With His Father 

Chuck Todd Visits Alabama, Talks with Voters Ahead of Tuesday’s Senate Race 

DECEMBER 10, 2017 – In an exclusive interview with “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd,Sen. Bernie Sanders 
(I-Vt.) addressed calls from Tom Steyer and House members to impeach President Trump, telling Todd: “I don’t 
think we’re there right now. That’s what the Mueller investigation is all about.” 

“I think there is a process that has to be followed. I think Mr. Mueller is doing a very good job on his investigation. 
And if Mueller brings forth the clear evidence that there was collusion between the Trump campaign and the 
Russians, I think you have grounds for impeachment,” the senator said. “But I think jumping the gun does nobody 
any good.” Watch the full interview, including Sanders on Franken and the tax reform bill. 

Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.), who also exclusively joined the broadcast, said that if Republican candidate Roy Moore 
wins the Alabama Senate race this Tuesday, “there will immediately be an ethics investigation.” He added: “As far 
as I can tell, the allegations are significantly stronger than the denial. And I'm going to let my decision be made by 
the breadth of information and evidence that I'm able to review during that process.” 

The senator told Todd that “the allegations or the accusations against the president were a part of the campaign. 
So most Americans, if not all Americans who voted, had the information before the election. So for us to try to re-
litigate the election is impossible.” Watch the full interview,including Scott on the tax reform bill. 

Todd visited Alabama this week to talk with voters about the state’s Senate race between Moore and Democratic 
candidate Doug Jones, which one voter said “will be really freaking close.” Watch Todd’s conversations with voters. 

In an exclusive, on-set interview, Rep. Jim Himes (D-Conn.), a member of the House Intelligence Committee, 
discussed Donald Trump, Jr.’s testimony earlier this week: “He declined to answer a question about a conversation 
that he'd had with his father that may be relevant to the Don Jr. meeting at Trump Tower. Apart from that, I would 
say he was forthcoming.” Watch the full interview. 

Democratic strategist Cornell Belcher, David Brooks of The New York Times, NBC News’Hallie Jackson and Peggy 
Noonan of The Wall Street Journal joined the “Meet the Press” roundtable for insight and analysis this morning, 
including a discussion ahead of Tuesday’s Alabama Senate race. Brooks noted: “To me, the big thing about this 
race is politics really matters. We care a lot about politics. But there are things that matter more: the state of your 
soul, the quality of your faith, the state of your character – and what this race is about are those things less 
important than politics. And what a lot of people are doing are seeing the Republican Party say, “Yeah, politics 
come before your faith and your character,” and a lot of people are appalled. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 
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MTP EXCLUSIVE: SHORT ON IDEA OF TRUMP FIRING MUELLER: ‘THERE’S NO CONVERSATION ABOUT THAT 
WHATSOEVER IN THE WHITE HOUSE’ 

PLUS: White House Legislative Affairs Director Short: “This Administration Has Complied in Every Single Possible 
Way With The Special Counsel” 

EXCLUSIVE: Manchin: “I Do Not at All Believe That Mr. Mueller Has Been Compromised or His Investigation” 

EXCLUSIVE: Kasich Says GOP Tax Bill Could Have Done Better for Middle Class 

NEW NBC News/Wall Street Journal Poll: Democrats Hold Biggest Edge in Nearly a Decade Ahead of 2018 
Midterm Elections 

DECEMBER 17, 2017 – In an exclusive interview this morning on “Meet the Press,” White House legislative affairs 
director Marc Short addressed speculation about President Trump firing Special Counsel Mueller, telling 
moderator Chuck Todd: “There’s no conversation about that whatsoever in the White House.” 

“Thankfully, I’m not in communication with the transition lawyer for the Trump team. The reality is that this 
administration has complied in every single possible way with the special counsel. Tax payers have spent millions 
and millions of dollars on this investigation that has not yet proven any sense of collusion with the Russians,” said 
Short. “We have continued to cooperate in every single possible way with that investigation.” Watch the full 
interview. 

When asked if Mueller’s investigation has been comprised, Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.)exclusively replied, “I do 
not at all believe that Mr. Mueller has been compromised or his investigation. … He is the person, the right person, 
that when he finishes his investigation that we're going to have confidence it was done in a fair and balanced way. 
I truly believe that. And I'm not led to believe that anybody on Intelligence Committee thinks that he would not be 
the right person.” On the Democratic Party’s potential 2018 message to impeach President Trump, the senator 
told Todd: “I don’t think impeachment is something we should be talking about.”Watch the full interview. 

Gov. John Kasich (R-Ohio) also exclusively joined the program, telling Todd that when it comes to the Republican 
tax bill, “Do I think they could have done better for the middle class? I do. Do I think they could have done better 
for the working poor? I mean, Rubio tried to get something. He made some progress. But they could have 
increased the rates a little bit for big business. It wouldn't have mattered.” Watch the full interview. 

New NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll numbers debuted on this morning’s broadcast, revealing that Democrats 
now enjoy their largest advantage in congressional preference in nine years. The full poll will be released later this 
week. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 

For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” newsletter, and subscribe 
to “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand interviews. 

  

http://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/white-house-no-conversation-about-firing-mueller-n830496
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-short-interview-arcane-senate-rules-require-tax-cuts-to-be-temporary-1118421571772
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-short-interview-arcane-senate-rules-require-tax-cuts-to-be-temporary-1118421571772
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-manchin-i-do-not-believe-mueller-s-investigation-is-compromised-1118414403580
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-kasich-republicans-can-t-be-small-angry-and-narrow-1118411331921
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/first-read/democrats-hold-biggest-lead-congressional-preference-2008-n830436
http://www.meetthepress.com/
http://nbcnews.to/1gP0ZQc
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/1947-meet-press-podcast/id1156592336?mt=2
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Meet the Press - December 24, 2017 

NBC News - Meet the Press  

“12.24.17.”  

(BEGIN TAPE) CHUCK TODD: This Sunday, Democrats, Republicans and President Trump. What 
Republicans said this year on Meet the Press. KELLYANNE CONWAY: Sean Spicer, our press 
secretary, gave alternative facts. REINCE PRIEBUS: But then we started thinking about whether 
or not Michael Flynn was being straight with us. SEN. LINDSEY GRAHAM: Here's what I think 
Assad's telling Trump by flying from this base: "F you." CHUCK TODD: And what Democrats had 
to say. REP. JOHN LEWIS: I don't see this president-elect as a legitimate president. SEN. BERNIE 
SANDERS: We have a president who is delusional in many respects, a pathological liar. SEN. 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN: What we’re beginning to see is the putting together of a case of obstruction 
of justice. CHUCK TODD: We’ll look at a fractured Republican Party, whether Democrats 
embrace or avoid the push for impeachment, and at both parties’ uneasy relationship with 
President Trump. Plus, war on the media. President Trump calls the media, the “enemy of the 
American people.” This morning, a panel of top media critics on the president and the press. 
GABE SHERMAN: My biggest fear is that there’d be a chilling effect and that newsrooms will be 
cowed. CHUCK TODD: And the new politics of shopping. Where do you shop online? More than 
ever, this holiday season, where you shop reveals how you vote. Welcome to Christmas Eve 
Sunday, it’s Meet the Press. ANNOUNCER: From NBC News in Washington, the longest running 
show in television history. This is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd. (END TAPE) CHUCK TODD: 
Good Sunday morning and a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to everyone this Christmas 
Eve. This morning we're going to take a look back at one of the most extraordinary political 
years in our lifetimes: Year one of the Trump presidency. And we're going to do that with four 
of the people whom you've come to know on Meet the Press: Hugh Hewitt, host on the Salem 
Radio Network and host of "Hugh Hewitt" on MSNBC. Amy Walter, National Editor of the Cook 
Political Report. Carol Lee, national political reporter for NBC News. And Gene Robinson, a 
columnist for the Washington Post. Welcome to all of you. Before I make you guys take over 
the conversation, we're going to start with the elected Republicans and Trump administration 
officials who've joined us on Sunday mornings in 2017: what they said, the story they tell, the 
policies they sold. The year ended with a victory for President Trump: his biggest and perhaps 
only real legislative achievement, it’s a 1.5 trillion dollar tax cut passed with only Republican 
votes. But the year was dominated by, a lot of things, including the Russia investigation, and the 
effort, the failed effort, to repeal and replace Obamacare and the growing divide inside the 
Republican Party, culturally driven by the president. And it all started with a debate over 
inauguration crowd size right here. (BEGIN TAPE)  

  



Meet the Press - December 31, 2017 

NBC News - Meet the Press  

“12.31.17”  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

This Sunday, looking back at 2017 and ahead to 2018. President Trump, did he keep his 
promises?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I will be the greatest jobs president that God has ever created. The tax relief will be 
concentrated on the working and middle class. I will be president for all Americans.  

CHUCK TODD:  

We'll look at promises made, promises kept, and promises broken, plus, the 2018 political 
landscape. Democrats aimed to take back Congress.  

CHUCK SCHUMER:  

You could smell a wave coming. Our republican friends better look out.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But republicans hope to hang on to power.  

SEN. CORY GARDNER  

I-- I feel very optimistic about 2018.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Also, 2020, potential candidates are already visiting early primary and caucus states and 
dreaming of challenging the president.  

FMR. VICE PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN  

I may very well. And I'm being as honest as I can.  



SAVANNAH GUTHRIE:  

Where do you stand? Are you likely to run?  

SEN. ELIZABETH WARREN:  

This is not what I'm doing.  

CHUCK TODD:  

How many democrats will jump in? And will any republicans primary President Trump? And the 
ways the president has influenced culture, from the words we use to race.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Very fine people on both sides.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome to New Year's Eve Sunday. It's Meet the Press.  

ANNOUNCER:  

From NBC News in Washington, the longest-running show in television history. This is Meet the 
Press with Chuck Todd.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Good Sunday morning and a happy New Year's Eve to everyone. Almost from the moment he 
put his left hand on the Bible at his inauguration, President Trump signaled to the country that 
his presidency would be different, different in ways that would thrill millions and different in 
ways that would appall millions more. It began with a jarring comment about the state of the 
country.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

DONALD TRUMP:  

This American carnage stops right here and stops right now.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  



Within a day, Press Secretary Sean Spicer lectured White House reporters, arguing, implausibly, 
that more people witnessed Donald Trump's inauguration than President Obama's. And a day 
later, here on Meet the Press, the President's counselor, Kellyanne Conway, offered this 
explanation.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

KELLYANNE CONWAY:  

Sean Spicer, our press secretary, gave alternative facts.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

That inauguration weekend kicked off a year of friction between the White House and the 
press, between the president's supporters and his detractors, between liberals and 
conservatives, which has helped feed an uneasy sense that we, as a country, are more divided 
than we have been for decades, if not, longer.  

Over the next hour, we're going to look back at the past year and ahead to the next. Our panel 
this New Year's Eve morning, Charlie Cook, editor and publisher of The Cook Political Report, 
NBC News White House correspondent, Kristen Welker, BBC anchor Katty Kay, whose show, 
Beyond 100 Days, will begin appearing on PBS starting Tuesday, and Rich Lowry, editor of The 
National Review. We're going to start things off by looking at some of the promises made by 
candidate Donald Trump and talk about whether he's been able to make good on them or not. 
Let's watch.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Donald J. Trump is calling for a total and complete shutdown of Muslim entering the United 
States. $1 trillion in infrastructure investment. The tax relief will be concentrated on the 
working and middle class. I will be the greatest jobs president that God has ever created. 
Repealing and replacing Obamacare, a disaster.  

Save Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security, without cuts. Have to do it. I pledge, to every 
citizen of our land, that I will be president for all Americans. We will build a great, great wall. 
And Mexico, Mexico, Mexico, Mexico will pay for the wall.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  



All right, guys. What's been the single most important promise he made and the single most 
important promise he's kept? Rich Lowry, I'm going to start with you. Because I think the wall is 
probably the single most important promise connected to him as candidate.  

RICH LOWRY:  

Yeah. That was a signature promise and was probably the most flagrantly unrealizable promise 
in all of American presidential politics, the idea that Mexico would pay for this wall.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let alone build the wall. Yeah, but the other country paying for it.  

RICH LOWRY:  

But immigration is a success story for him. He doesn't have a wall. But by reestablishing a 
certain baseline of enforcement, it set an important message. And you have illegal border 
crossings down to, I think, the lowest level since 1971. I'm kind of surprised he doesn't boast 
about that more.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Katty, what's been the most important one that he's kept?  

KATTY KAY:  

The most important one, I think, that he's kept is that he would be the president for the people 
who voted for him. And he would carry on the culture wars in their favor, that he would carry 
on talking in ways that white, working-class voters, who felt that they had been neglected 
before, they feel they have somebody who is their president, that they don't have to be PC 
anymore, that they can say things that they might've wanted to say for years. And President 
Trump has emboldened them to do that.  

CHUCK TODD:  

What's the biggest one that he's missed, that he's whiffed on, in the first year?  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

I think a couple, Chuck. One, he said he was going to repeal and replace Obamacare. That didn't 
happen. He's tinkered with it around the edges. But where's the replacement? He also said he 
was going to prevent North Korea from advancing its nuclear program.  



That hasn't happened. And that has proven to be one of the biggest foreign policy crises. And to 
pick up on what Katty is saying, I think that he has been a president for his base. But he has 
failed to be a president for all people. I think that, in many ways, the country's more divided. 
You  

have the NFL. You have Charlottesville. And I think that's been a problem.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Charlie, I left you with the topic that is sort of interesting here, and that's the economy, in that 
it's been a great year. And that has not translated or, as John Rees (PH), my EP says, maybe it 
has. And he'd be at 25%, if it wasn't for the economy.  

CHARLIE COOK:  

You know, it's funny that so many polls show so many people dislike him, disapprove of him, 
maybe embarrassed by him, think he's a bull in a china closet on foreign policy, all these things. 
And yet, the economy's doing really well. And either, A, something he's done is right, or he's 
just really, really lucky.And I just kind of wonder whether the fact that maybe it's the absence of 
President Obama or just sort of the idea of a president that's less adversarial towards business, 
whether it sort of released some animal spirits in the economy. Or maybe he's just lucky.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let's debate this. Luck, or has he done something?  

KATTY KAY:  

Let's go to 50,000 feet. Because you can see that there is a disconnect between political 
dysfunction around the world, not just here in the United States, but certainly in Europe, too. 
And there are national security issues that are looming, crisis in ways that we have not seen for 
a very long time.And yet, every single investor will tell you, "This is a great time economically." 
And at what point does that disconnect come back to haunt us, or doesn't it? Can we carry on 
operating where stock markets keep rising, unemployment keeps falling, growth is ticking up, 
wages are ticking up, and still have this political insecurity that's not just American political 
insecurity, but is global political insecurity?  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, Rich, I remember you'd hear the frustration in the last two years of Obama, like, 
"Everything's there. It's poised to take off." But it wouldn't. Trump's election, and then to quote 
Charlie, whatever the animal spirit is, boom, it finally is here.  

CHARLIE COOK:  



So it's luck in that he inherited an economy that was in pretty good shape. It's not like Obama 
inheriting an economy that's cratering after a financial crisis. But it's more than luck in that 
policy matters. And the expectation of the market and the business community is that at least 
you'd see no new regulations, no new taxes, not any additional burdens on the economy. And 
we've seen even better than that from the business perspective. Because you've seen a major 
deregulation rollback and now a tax bill that is a generational change on the corporate side and 
will, all things being equal, be pro-growth.  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

And I think the White House would argue, the fact that they have cut so many regulations is 
really what has spurred this economy. Look at the way that President Trump dealt with 
healthcare versus taxes. He got right in on all of the details. He went out and sold the tax 
package. He ran as the jobs president. And I think that you have investors who feel good about 
that. The market, obviously, reflecting it. And we're starting to see that in his policies.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right. Let's pivot a little bit to foreign policy. A year in, do we know what a Trump doctrine is, 
Katty?  

KATTY KAY:  

In some ways, it's a continuity of what we've had in the past. He has not reneged on Article V of 
NATO, which was a key campaign speculation. NAFTA is still in place for the moment. We still 
have American troops in Afghanistan. We still have them in Iraq. We still have them in Syria.  

So in some ways, things are the same. What's different is that, in the foreign policy, the big 
security strategy review that the president gave at the end of the year, no mention of climate 
change as a national security threat, and no mention of American human rights and values. To 
me, the single biggest change with this president is that we are not seeing America leading the 
world through principle. America hasn't always gotten it right. But it has always relied on some 
sense of principle and higher moral standing. What we have now is a transactional American 
foreign policy.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Rich, you're nodding a lot there.  

RICH LOWRY:  

I think, on the basic structure, it's a center-right realism. And you see what the actual policy is, 
even on North Korea, where rhetorically, he's been very aggressive, it's a status-quo policy. 
Very cautious in the Middle East, more cautious both than George W. Bush and than Obama, 



who did a big surge in Afghanistan early in his administration. But I agree, there needs to be 
more of an emphasis on ideals. This is a reaction against the crusade that George W. Bush 
fought for our ideals. But they are an important tool against our adversaries and in favor of our 
interests.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I don't sense coherence. Like, he does seem, "I'm going to get tough on China." And then he 
goes to China, "Isn't Xi great? He and I are pals." And you're going, "What?"  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

Well, and you see that disconnect with his rhetoric around North Korea, as well. He talked 
about fire and fury. And that made a lot of people very nervous that he was on the brink of 
taking some type of action. And he didn't. I think we won't really know what the Trump 
doctrine is, until we see how North Korea plays out. Will he take some type of limited military 
action? I mean, based on my conversations with senior officials, his military options are very 
few and very far between. So it doesn't look like that's likely. I do think, though, Chuck, we're 
seeing a retreat from multinationalism. He did pull out of TPP. He pulled out of Paris. And I 
think that is the beginning, at least, of a shift.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Of a legacy there.  

CHARLIE COOK:  

You know, the national security policy report that Katty referred to that was released just 
before Christmas, when I read it, it actually did provide some coherence to what, through the 
past year, has looked like complete random ricocheting around. And I couldn't tell whether, is 
this thing actually more coherent than I thought? Or is there just a heck of a speechwriter 
onboard? I tend to think the latter.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me ask you this. I feel like the issue we don't cover enough in foreign policy is, how close are 
we to war, a hot war, whether we're involved or not, but a hot war that involves Iran and, say, 
Saudi 
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