
2nd Quarter 2020

 DESCRIPTION OF (WILX-TV) PROGRAMS PROVIDING
THE MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES

PROGRAM DAY TIME

Local 

News 10 Today Monday through Friday 4:30-7:00 am
News 10 Weekend Saturday/Sunday 7:00-8:00 am
News 10 at Five Monday through Friday 5:00-5:30 pm
News 10 at Five Thirty Monday through Friday 5:30-6:00pm
News 10 at Six Monday through Sunday 6:00-6:30 pm
News 10 at Eleven Monday through Sunday 11:00-11:35 pm

All of the above programs are locally produced news programs presenting a mix of 
news, weather, sports, including some issue-responsive segments and multi-part 
series.

Local Segments:

What’s Going Around Monday 6:00 pm
Tuesday 5:00 am

This segment comes to us by area doctors who report about the illnesses they’re 
seeing in their practices. It runs for about 1.30 seconds.

Recalls:  When we receive product recalls we run them in our newscasts. 
Information to our local viewers on various recall items and warnings of purchases, 
etc that may be too good to be true. 

WILX.COM 24 hours a day, 7 days a Week

Our website puts the stories of community interest from our News Programs on our 
web channel for our viewers to see.



Pet Pals Friday 7:00am News

Local Meteorologist Darrin Rockcole features a pet from Lansing’s Capital Area 
Humane Society.  They tell viewers about the pet and where they can go to adopt 
that particular cat, kitten, dog or puppy. No pet that we feature has ever gone without 
adoption.

Missing in Michigan Friday  6:00pm News

Segment covering missing people in Mid-Michigan.  

Positive Parenting Thursday   5:00pm News

Our local evening Anchor Mallory Anderson hosts a weekly segment geared toward 
positive parenting.  She provides helpful tips, speaks with experts, and keeps you up 
to date on recall information. 

Ida’s Eye On Bi-weekly in newscasts

Local morning Anchor, Ida Tedesco, hosts a bi-weekly segment that focuses on 
local topics, events, and issues in our community

Watching Your Wallet  5:00pm News

Segment airing 2 times a month in our 5pm newscast.  Informational segment 
features anything from consumer warnings to saving money.

Michigan Association of Broadcasters (MAB)    Local PSA’s.

The MAB and WILX have a partnership and we air several spots during each 
quarter. They send the spots to us on various subjects such as volunteering, 
pregnancy, gambling, smoking, baby health. 

Syndicated

Dr. Oz Monday-Friday 3:00pm

This one hour program gives viewers an insight into several Health Issues 
relating to today’s problems. Information on Diet, Diabetes, Heart Health, 
Eating disorders, and Depression.



PROGRAM SEGMENTS PROVIDING THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 
TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES

April 1, 2020 – June 31, 2020

Public Safety/Community Issues

April 3, 2020 5:00pm

The County is telling people to use homemade masks because there’s a shortage of 
real ones.  In fact, some healthcare providers are being forced to reuse masks.  Now 
Michigan State University has found a way to safely decontaminate them for re-use. 
MSU and Sparrow Hospital are using commercial ovens to clean the coronavirus 
right off N-95 masks making them safer for medical staff to use more than once.  
What we know about the virus is it doesn’t do well in heat so most viruses typically 
die at 84 degrees.  The industrial ovens allow you to put a mask on the back of a 
spiral oven and it rotates.  They cook them at 158 degrees for exactly 30 minutes.  
The masks will then sit in a bag for three days to make sure the virus is really gone.  
One mask can go through the decontamination process more than once.

June 1, 2020 6:00pm 

While protests last night started out peacefully, it didn’t end that way.  Downtown 
Lansing was vandalized, leaving glass and graffiti all over downtown.  When the dust 
settled this morning, more than one hundred people came out to sweep the mess 
up.  The community came together in their efforts to clean the city after the protests. 
People are using this time not only to clean the streets but come together as a 
community.  While people were in high spirits they didn’t forget about George Floyd 
and the thousands of peaceful protestors across the country, including Lansing.  
Dan Lance, Volunteer, “We want changes to this systemic problem that allows 
tragedies to happen far too often and we want to come out here to repair part of our 
town and to the reputation of the protestors, just because a few people took it too far 
doesn’t undermine what the protest is actually about”.

 



Health/Medical

April 30, 2020 6:00pm

As the fight to re-open the country from the Coronavirus Pandemic continues there’s 
at least one test being done that might shed some light on when, and how, to do it 
safely. Antibody tests could lead to clues on what the Coronavirus is doing to our 
bodies.  If you have COVID-19 right now, the test is not for you.  For it to work best 
you should be symptom free for at least two weeks.  Dr. Terry Matthews with 
Lansing Urgent Care says “Once you get to this point in the process of a pandemic, 
now we shift to trying to figure out who has actually been affected”.  Right now there 
are more than 150 antibody tests on the market. Serum antibody tests are the kind 
that involve a blood draw are currently being used at Lansing Urgent Care.  Health 
officials say those tests seem to be more accurate than others, like the rapid finger 
prick tests.  Dr. Matthews, “If you have a positive result, there is some reassurance 
there, and some belief among the medical community that you are going to have 
some degree of immunity. But that does not mean you’re in the clear.  Don’t use a 
positive result as a reason to stop social distancing, and change behaviors in a large 
way.  It’s going to give a lot of people relief to know they have a positive antibody 
test”.  The time in getting those results back varies, in most cases it’s anywhere 
between two and four days.  

Economy 

April 23, 2020   6:00am
 

No fault auto insurance is now mandatory for all Michigan drivers. But under 
Michigan’s new auto no fault law, drivers will now have the option to choose what 
kind of coverage they would like or even opt out of, which was not an option before.  
For years, Michigan drivers have been paying the highest rates in auto insurance.  
But starting in July most drivers will see around $120 in savings. The Department of 
Insurance and Financial Services will hold a virtual town hall meeting tomorrow 
morning to answer questions about the new auto insurance laws.  

May 27, 2020 6:00pm



 
People across the State are frustrated with the unemployment system.  A fraud alert 
from the Federal Government has the State stopping payments to some people, 
even if their claims are legitimate. People received a stop payment status after 
waiting several weeks for their first check.  The Michigan Unemployment Agency 
changed the status after the Secret Service issued a warning about an International 
crime ring filing fake claims.  Most of the time the criminals say they’re self-employed 
or independent contractors.  Unemployment claims skyrocketed starting in March 
because of the Coronavirus Pandemic leading the State to make it easier to file.  
Something State Representative, Matt Hall says shouldn’t have happened, “They 
should’ve spent time planning and looking and saying what was the economic 
impact of these decisions by the Governor”.  Now the Unemployment Insurance 
Agency is taking extra steps to make sure the money goes to the right people.  That 
includes more requirements to verify identity and prove eligibility for new and old 
claims.  Some people are getting the stop payment notice until that is done.  The 
UIA says it sent those people instructions on how to provide the additional 
information.  The State says no personal information has been stolen from the 
Unemployment Agency. The Secret Service says seven states have already been 
targeted by scammers, Michigan is not one of them.

June 16, 2020           6:00pm

Many people still waiting on their unemployment are getting worried about what 
happens when the State’s eviction moratorium ends.  Governor Gretchen Whitmer 
has extended it through the end of the month.  During the Coronavirus Pandemic 
people that have struggled to pay their rent have been getting some help from the 
State. But if the eviction freeze does in fact end at the end of the month, we could 
see a dramatic increase in evictions.  The Capital Area Housing Partnership is just 
one of the places struggling tenants can get help.  If tenants are facing legal action 
from their landlord, they will work with legal services of South Central Michigan who 
are able to do what’s called an eviction diversion.  The Capital Area United Way is 
also helping struggling tenants with it’s COVID-19 emergency relief fund.  Everyone 
needs to also remember that just because there’s an eviction freeze, that doesn’t 
mean you don’t have to pay.  If you’re able to pay your rent, you’re still expected to 
do that.

 

           
       Education



April 3, 2020 6:00pm
 

Parents of special needs students are wondering how their children will be set up for 
remote learning for the rest of the school year.  Our report visited the Lyle Torrant 
Center in Jackson to tell us how they’re working to accommodate students.
Principal Amy Rogers and her staff are transitioning occupational therapy, physical 
therapy, speech pathology, and all other individualized education plans either online 
or over the phone.  Amy Rogers, “When we look at teaching a student with a 
disability we look at trying to access every one of their senses, so feel, touch, see, 
and smell”.  But there is no touch in remote teaching. Instead they have virtual spirit 
days and story time.  “It’s consistency. It’s empathy for understanding that things are 
different and it’s going to be us doing everything that we can to keep that connection 
alive”.  Governor Gretchen Whitmer’s order closing schools requires districts to 
strive in good faith to provide equal access for learning for those students with 
disabilities.  Whitmer says that if a school district does not comply with creating 
alternative education plans, it will lose state funding.

June 17, 2020  5:00pm

Schools aren’t waiting to see the roadmap, they’re already making plans for what 
things could look like when classes resume.  Eaton Rapids is one district anticipating 
online learning.  Eaton Rapids Superintendent, Bill Defance, is working to make sure 
teachers and students are better prepared for remote learning in the Fall than when 
it was rushed into place for the end of the school year.  The goal is to make a 
seamless transition from in person instruction to online learning and back based on 
input from public health leaders.  Ingham Intermediate School District 
Superintendent, Jason Mellema, says that includes adjustments in a school day.  He 
says “We’ve recognized and learned how long students can go in their attention 
spans and continue to be able to focus”.  
Bill Defrance says his teachers are embracing the concept heading into the Fall.  
“The training everyone wants to have is digital training.  It’s not necessarily content 
training. It’s how you use the tools”.  Eaton Rapids district says it is still too early to 
finalize its plan and will keep parents updated.  Defrance expects students in Eaton 
Rapids to be in the buildings if the State is in Phase 5 or 6 of the “MI Safe Start” 
Plan. Right now most of it is in Phase 4.  Phase 6 would mean a vaccine is widely 
available and that probably won’t happen by the time school starts.

Government/Protests

May 14, 2020 6:00pm



Police and politicians asked for calm, and for the part they got it during the protests 
outside the State Capitol today.  The combination of rain and the building being 
closed may have helped keep things from getting as ugly as they did two weeks ago 
when arm protestors filled the capitol.  There were still people with guns in the crowd 
but the protestors with guns talked a lot about the proposal to ban guns inside the 
capitol.  They see it as an attempt to infringe on their second amendment rights and 
they used their first amendment rights to express that opinion. Some lawmakers took 
the last protest that flooded inside the Capitol as an attempt to intimidate them.  The 
Michigan Capitol Commission is looking into the idea of banning guns at the Capitol, 
something the Attorney General says would be legal.  As of now, guns are allowed I 
the Capitol as long as they’re openly carried.  A bill banning them has been 
introduced in the house but Speaker Lee Chatfield says he’s not interested.  Many 
believe the bill banning guns probably won’t go anywhere in the Republican 
controlled legislature.

June 16, 2020 5:00pm

Weeks of protests are leading to changes in Lansing.  Today Mayor, Andy Schor is 
releasing his police reform proposal.  The protestors have been peaceful, but direct. 
They aren’t happy with how the Mayor is handling the City’s police department.  
Mayor Andy Schor says he feels now is the perfect time to act.  So far he’s signed 
two pledges relating to police reform, one committing to adopt eight policies to ban 
things like chokeholds, strangleholds, and shooting at moving vehicles. Also 
requiring de-escalation and warnings before shooting.  Some are policies that the 
Lansing Police already has in place but today the Mayor says he is committed to 
following them all.  “I’ve been listening to a lot of voices over the last few weeks and 
even before that on the steps we need to take.  We’re seeing a lot of questions, a lot 
of people who want to provide feedback on racial justice issues. This is the time to 
get a lot of this done”. 
The proposal also include plans to get input from the public on the police budget and 
the City’s overall budget.  It also includes a diversity plan for all city departments, 
and increased implicit bias training.  Mayor Schor told us despite calls from 
protestors for his resignation, he’s staying in office.  


