
 
 

 
 

 

2nd Quarter 2017 

 

 DESCRIPTION OF (WILX-TV) PROGRAMS PROVIDING 

THE MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 
PROGRAM DAY TIME 

 

Local  

 

News 10 Today Early Monday through Friday 4:30-7:00 am 

News 10 Weekend Saturday/Sunday 7:00-8:00 am 

News 10 at Four Monday through Friday 4:00-4:30 pm 

News 10 at Five Monday through Friday 5:00-5:30 pm 

News 10 at Six Monday through Sunday 6:00-6:30 pm 

News 10 at Eleven Monday through Sunday 11:00-11:35 pm 
 
All of the above programs are locally produced news programs presenting a mix of 
news, weather, sports, including some issue-responsive segments and multi-part 
series. 
 

Local Segments: 

 

What’s Going Around Monday 6:00 pm 
 Tuesday 5:00 am 
 
This segment comes to us by area doctors who report about the illnesses they’re 
seeing in their practices. It runs for about 1.30 seconds. 

 

Recalls:  Run in our newscasts @ 6pm when recalls are received. Information to our 
local viewers on various recall items and warnings of purchases, etc that may be too 
good to be true.  
 
 

WILX.COM 24 hours a day, 7 days a Week 

 
Our website often puts the stories of community interest from our News Programs 
on our web channel for our viewers to see. 
 

 
Consumer Reports     Tuesday-Friday  5:00am & 6:00pm 

 
Anchor Ann Emmerich gives viewers information on tested products anywhere from 
vacuums to frozen dinners. The segment usually runs in any newscast daily.  

 



 
 

 

 

 
Pet Pals Friday 7:00am 

 
Local Meteorologist Darrin Rockcole features a pet from our own Capital Area 
Humane Society.  They tell viewers about the pet and where they can go to adopt 
that particular cat, kitten, dog or puppy. No pet we feature has ever gone without 
adoption. 
 

Life Watch Monday-Friday  4:00pm 
 
Segment covering current local consumer and medical news. 
 
 

Michigan Association of Broadcasters (MAB)    Local PSA’s. 
 
The MAB and WILX have a partnership and we air several spots during each 
quarter. They send the spots to us on various subjects such as volunteering, 
pregnancy, gambling, smoking, baby health.  
 

 

Syndicated 

 

Dr. Oz Monday-Friday 3:00pm 
 

This one hour program gives viewers an insight into several Health Issues  
relating to today’s problems. Information on Diet, Diabetes, Heart Health, 
Eating disorders, and Depression. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

PROGRAM SEGMENTS PROVIDING THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 

TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 
 

April 1, 2017 – June 30, 2017 

 

 

 

Public Safety/Community Issues 

 

 
April 18    6pm  

 
Police stress the importance of using the crosswalks on busy streets.  Two 
pedestrians were hit by cars on Martin Luther King Blvd. Both within a few days of 
each other.  One man was killed and the other is hospitalized and listed in critical 
condition.  Police say that both were J-walking and not using the appropriate 
crosswalks.  Many local residents and police say that many pedestrians are J-
walking on the very busy street frequently and fear for their safety.  Police urge 
people to use the designated crosswalks and wait a moment before crossing the 
road, even if they have the walk light, just to make sure there’s no traffic coming. 

 

May 30          11pm      

  

 
A new tool will let Eaton County Dispatchers activate tornado sirens throughout the 
area with the press of one button.  Before this program, firefighters had to go out to 
their stations and manually activate the sirens. That’s easier said than done in the 
middle of a tornado. Chief John Clark, Delta Township Fire Dept., says “It’s not 
uncommon for the entire force to be out in a storm, investigating downed wires and 
clearing fallen trees”.  He says giving the dispatchers the ability to activate the sirens 
is going to be huge. “We want out ambulances and fire trucks doing what they’re 
supposed to do, rather than having somebody stay back at the station to activate 
the siren”.  Eaton County Central Dispatch is staffed 24/7 and according to Director 
Michael Armitage, they’re often the first to hear of any severe weather alerts. That 
means the community will know there’s danger as soon as possible. He says “I 
absolutely think this is something that could save lives, you know being able to get 
that warning out timely is critical.  Being able to get people inside and able to take 
shelter is critical”. 
 

June 27    6am 

 
Summer is in full swing and that means people are taking vacations.  But an empty 
home make an easy target for thieves.  There’s a lot you can do to make your home 



 
 

 

 

more secure.  One of the best ways is to ask a neighbor or friend to keep an eye on 
your house.  The Lansing Police Dept. recommends having someone take in your 
mail or mow your lawn so it looks like someone is there.  Kasha Osborn with the 
Lansing Police Dept. says “If a neighbor can park their car in your driveway if you’re 
going to be gone for a prolonged period of time, take advantage of that so it makes 
your home seem like it’s still being occupied”.  The Lansing Police Dept. and other 
law enforcement agencies in Mid-Michigan also offer “Vacation checks”.  An officer 
will check the outside of your house to make sure nothing has happened.  You can 
also tell the Post Office to stop delivering your mail and instead hold it for you at the 
Post Office until you return. 
 
 
 

Minority 
 

 
     

April 4    6am 

 
Lansing MI is officially a sanctuary city.  Mayor, Virg Bernero, says “For me nothing 
has changed, we’re a welcoming city that keeps all of its citizens safe, that respects 
diversity, that respects all of our citizens”.  The Lansing Mayor is calm after putting 
what he calls a target on the city’s back.  “We’re taking a stand, we believe it’s a 
lawful stand, we believe it’s the right thing to do, and that it certainly does not put our 
residents in harms way”.  President Trump has threatened to cut federal funding to 
cities that serve as sanctuaries for illegal immigrants.   

 

 

April 18    6am 

 
The latest Kids Count report has been released and it shows low income and 
minority children are still facing many barriers.  The report by the Annie E. Casey 
foundation finds that 22 percent of kids in Michigan lived in poverty in 2015.  The 
numbers are worse for children of color.  47% of African-American children here in 
Michigan were in poverty along with the 30% of Latino children in 2015.  Many of 
their parents are working minimum wage jobs.  Kids Count says no child here in the 
state should endure poverty, abuse, or hunger.  The group says stronger policies 
are needed to ensure all kids in Michigan are thriving. 

 

 

June 16    11pm 

 
It’s Juneteenth weekend in Lansing.  The holiday celebrates the emancipation of 
slaves in the Confederate States at the end of the Civil War.  Organizers tell us why 
it’s important to celebrate.  “When parts of your country are considered free people 
and others aren’t.  There’s an inequity there so that’s why we celebrate June 19, 



 
 

 
 

 

1865, for many African Americans it’s like our 4th of July”.  The Lansing Juneteenth 
committee organized a baseball game tonight at St. Joseph’s park in Lansing that 
will pay homage to the African American Leagues.  There is a parade tomorrow that 
starts at Letts Community Center and ends at the park. 

 

 

Health/Medical 
 

April 21                                                      6pm 
 
The Children’s Miracle Network Telethon is being broadcast more than a month 
earlier than previous years and as a one-day event.  What hasn’t changed is the 
need in our community to give to this Sparrow Hospital cause of helping children in 
need of emergency and long-term medical care.  One mother of a young child in 
Sparrow’s Neo-Natal Intensive Care Unit credits the staff and also the Children’s 
Miracle Network for the money raised over the years that built the facilities, and paid 
the salaries of the medical experts helping her daughter.  Megan Stephens says “it 
can happen to anybody, and you just, you never know if it’s going to happen to you 
or someone you love, not something you expect to, but to have Sparrow there, it’s 
amazing”.  An amazing health care facility that is supported by a community that 
continues to generously give to create miracles.   
 
 

May 2            6pm 

 
Ask any pet owner and they’ll tell you there’s nothing like the unconditional love of a 
dog.  Certified therapy dogs have been visiting pediatric patients at Sparrow Hospital 
for a few years now.  The program has been such a big success it’s been expanded 
to include all patients. Being hospitalized for any reason can be a scary experience. 
Sparrow Hospital uses pet therapy dogs to manage pain in patients and to help their 
overall experience.  John Kepros, Chief of Staff at Sparrow Hospital, says “Patients 
love the dogs, their eyes light up and they say this was a great experience when this 
dog came by, they can’t wait for the next visit”.  Research proves therapy dogs can 
help with pain management and recovery time.   

 

 

 

May 24          6pm 

 

 
Thousands of babies are born addicted to opioids every year.  More babies are 
being born addicted and suffering from withdrawal as they enter the world, even 
right here locally.  Sparrow Hospital has all hands on deck when it comes to helping 
babies overcome the addiction.  Claudia Beyea, Neo-Natal RN at Sparrow says 



 
 

 

 

holding the babies plays a vital role in calming them down. They have nurses and 
volunteers that rock them and hold them.  Withdrawals for an infant is like going 
through the flu but much worse.  It can last hours, days, or even months.  The 
number of newborns addicted to opioids in the US is up dramatically since the year 
2000 according to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention. That’s why 
volunteers are needed now more than ever to help the babies fighting the addiction. 
Just being there for them helps a great deal. 
 
 
 

Economy 
 

June 3    6pm 
 
Hundreds of people had their passports ready to participate in the annual event; Be 
a tourist in your own town.  The tourists you see, for the most part, are from right 
here in Mid-Michigan.  Some visiting for the first time, and some who return to the 
event every year to be a tourist in their own town.  It’s not just great for kids and 
families, but businesses as well.  Bill Adcock who is the Executive Director of R-E-
Olds Museum says he gets a lot of visitors during this time, but the event has grown 
so much.  Some started touring at 9am trying to visit all of the places listed on the 
passports.  The passports open doors of over 90 attractions in hopes of people to 
support local businesses.  Brendan Dwyer, Communications Manager with the 
Greater Lansing Convention and Visitors Bureau, says “It does have a nice impact 
on our local economy.  Basically what our hope is that residents will become fans of 
things that are right here in town, than just going from home to work and back.  
They’re doing things on the weekend.” 
 

June 20    5am 
 
A winning lottery ticket work 100 thousand dollars is getting donated to the Michigan 
School Aid Fund after nobody claimed it.  The powerball ticket was purchased at a 
gas station in Dearborn last year but has since expired as the tickets are valid for 
one year after the date of the drawing.  The record for an unclaimed lottery prize in 
Michigan is 43 Million dollars.  The money will be helpful to the Michigan School Aid 
Fund. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     

                     

                 



 
 

 
 

 

               Education 

 
April 20    5pm 

 
It’s an issue nationwide and it’s affecting classrooms here in Mid-Michigan, there are 
not enough substitute teachers to go around.  Chris Galloway, President EDU Staff, 
says “Number one, we have less people going into education to be teachers.  
Number two, we have competing economics, and Number three, we don’t have 
many retirees being allowed back into the classroom so when you combine this it is 
really the perfect storm that has reduced the amount of people who are working and 
as a result we have uncovered class rooms”.  Lawmakers may have a solution for 
the problem through two new possible house bills. 
One bill would lower the requirements from 90 to 60 credit hours to be a substitute 
teacher; while with the other bill, people could potentially substitute if they are 
working in that specific field not just if they are licensed to teach. 
The average substitute pay is about $80-$90 per day or an annual salary of around 
$15k, poverty level for a family.   

 

May 12      6am 
 
Some local area students are helping raise money to fight leukemia and lymphoma. 
 The kids at the Eaton RESA Career Prep Center have surpassed their goals. More 
than 23 thousand pennies, 16 hundred nickels, hundreds of dollars in bills and other 
loose change.  Badges and Pendants were given to classes to commemorate their 
hard work.  They raised more than 100 dollars each.   
 
 

 

 

June 21      6pm 
 
We know schools across the nation prepare for active shooter situations but what 
about the school bus?  Transportation supervisors from across the state were in 
Lansing training for that very scenario.  For bus drivers knowing how to handle the 
situation could make all the difference.  Twelve trainers were on hand from police 
and first responders to school employees.  The training was held at the Southside 
Community Center in Lansing.  They’re teaching a type of training called “Alice” 
which stands for Alert – Lockdown – Inform – Counter – and Evacuate.  Airsoft guns 
and masks were used to help make the training situation feel as real as possible. 
 
 
 

              

 



 
 

 

 

            

                 

                Government/Politics 

 

 
May 16    6pm 

 
State lawmakers are getting ready to take another crack at the teacher retirement 
problem.  The state is billions of dollars short of the amount needed to pay for 
pensions and retiree health care.  Speaker Tom Leonard tells us the cost of paying 
these pension plans isn’t making it possible to put more money in the classroom. He 
and many other lawmakers say there needs to be a change.  But teachers don’t 
agree, and they’re going to fight when a bill is rolled out.  A proposal to switch them 
to a 401k style plan failed last year.  Teachers are upset because they feel once 
again that their retirement plans are being gutted because they feel the state doesn’t 
want to pay for it, and they feel like it’s hurting Michigan schools.  The Legislature 
took a crack at it in 2012 by changing teachers to a hybrid system of a pension and 
401k style plan, but it hasn’t fixed the problem.  Teachers are getting ready to fight 
the new legislation when it’s rolled out. 

 
May 23    5pm 

 
A Michigan group is calling on State Lawmakers to pay attention to the President’s 
budget and cuts they say will hurt Michigan families. 
There was a rally at the Capitol today where health care was the biggest concern.  
With Medicaid at risk people definitely don’t want to lose their in-home care and 
disability through the proposed budget cuts from President Trump.  They say losing 
those things have a direct effect on how people live their everyday lives.   
More than 800 billion dollars will be cut from Medicaid which is a government 
program that helps many, not just the poor.  The budget also includes eliminating 
money for Planned Parenthood and welfare programs.  Senator Rick Jones says 
even though cuts have to be made somewhere he does hope that the President 
finds the right balance in the budget. 

 
June 20    11pm 

 
The State House has given the ok to the State’s budget.  The 56.7 billion dollar deal 
was finalized Monday between Republican leaders and Governor Rick Snyder’s 
Administration.  We spoke with State Representative, Tom Barret, who tells us he 
voted against the school aid fund because he says too much money was being 
taken out of it and being used elsewhere.  “There were a lot of good things in the 
school aid budget, but that particular piece, I didn’t feel comfortable voting for it.  It’s 
a commitment I made to my district and I followed through by voting that way”.  The 
budget is now heads to the Governor for approval.   


