
 
 

 
 

 

4th Quarter 2017 

 

 DESCRIPTION OF (WILX-TV) PROGRAMS PROVIDING 

THE MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 
PROGRAM DAY TIME 

 

Local  

 

News 10 Today Early Monday through Friday 4:30-7:00 am 

News 10 Weekend Saturday/Sunday 7:00-8:00 am 

News 10 at Four Monday through Friday 4:00-4:30 pm 

News 10 at Five Monday through Friday 5:00-5:30 pm 

News 10 at Six Monday through Sunday 6:00-6:30 pm 

News 10 at Eleven Monday through Sunday 11:00-11:35 pm 
 
All of the above programs are locally produced news programs presenting a mix of 
news, weather, sports, including some issue-responsive segments and multi-part 
series. 
 

Local Segments: 

 

What’s Going Around Monday 6:00 pm 
 Tuesday 5:00 am 
 
This segment comes to us by area doctors who report about the illnesses they’re 
seeing in their practices. It runs for about 1.30 seconds. 

 

Recalls:  Run in our newscasts when recalls are received. Information to our local 
viewers on various recall items and warnings of purchases, etc that may be too 
good to be true.  
 
 

WILX.COM 24 hours a day, 7 days a Week 

 
Our website often puts the stories of community interest from our News Programs 
on our web channel for our viewers to see. 
 

 
Consumer Reports     Tuesday-Friday  5:00am & 6:00pm 

 
Anchor Ann Emmerich gives viewers information on tested products anywhere from 
vacuums to frozen dinners. The segment usually runs in any newscast daily.  

 



 
 

 

 

 
Pet Pals Friday 7:00am 

 
Local Meteorologist Darrin Rockcole features a pet from our own Capital Area 
Humane Society.  They tell viewers about the pet and where they can go to adopt 
that particular cat, kitten, dog or puppy. No pet we feature has ever gone without 
adoption. 
 

Missing in Michigan Friday  6:00pm 
 
Segment covering missing people in Mid-Michigan.   
 
 

Michigan Association of Broadcasters (MAB)    Local PSA’s. 
 
The MAB and WILX have a partnership and we air several spots during each 
quarter. They send the spots to us on various subjects such as volunteering, 
pregnancy, gambling, smoking, baby health.  
 

 

Syndicated 

 

Dr. Oz Monday-Friday 3:00pm 
 

This one hour program gives viewers an insight into several Health Issues  
relating to today’s problems. Information on Diet, Diabetes, Heart Health, 
Eating disorders, and Depression. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

PROGRAM SEGMENTS PROVIDING THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 

TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 
 

October 1, 2017 – December 31, 2017 

 

 

 

Public Safety/Community Issues 

 

 
November 30    6pm  

 
The next batch of Michigan State Police Troopers are ready to hit the highway.  127 
recruits were sworn in today by Colonel Kriste Kibbey Etue at the Lansing Center.  
They passed a grueling six month trooper recruit school, which included training in 
firearms, water safety, ethics, and criminal law.  The new troopers will now report to 
their assigned posts across the State. 

 
 
 
 

Minority 
 

 
     

October 6    6am 

 
Friday night football at Lansing Catholic Central tonight is in the spotlight.  The game 
has 4 local high school players who will likely not be on the field tonight, benched 
after announcing their plans to protest during the National Anthem.  Lansing 
Catholic is a private religious school, but backlash has already begun.  With some 
supporting the school’s decision and others that find it “Un-American and racist”.  A 
letter had been sent home with students on Thursday stating that any athlete who 
takes a knee during the National Anthem at Lansing Catholic Central would be 
subject to discipline.  Supporters say it is a private school and the administration has 
the right to punish students for not following school guidelines.    

 

 

October 24    6am 

 
The “Race for Results” report was released this morning by the Annie E. Casey 



 
 

 

 

Foundation. It detailed how Michigan’s children are progressing.  It finds that 
African-American children are lagging behind their peers in nearly all areas.  
Including education, health, family and economic security.  The report also shows 
that Latino children in Michigan are also struggling behind kids of other ethnic 
groups.  The group finds more needs to be done to help meet the needs of black 
and Latino children to help them thrive.  However, data shows children in immigrant 
families are doing ok but uncertainty in State and Federal policies are posing threats 
to their well-being and stability of their families. 

 

 

October 31    5am 

 
A portion of Grand River Avenue in Lansing’s Old Town will be officially changed to 
“Cesar E. Chavez Avenue”.  The Lansing City Council passed the renaming at a 
meeting last night.  It comes after several discussions, public hearings, and 
negotiations between the council and community members.  Those who pushed for 
the change talked about the momentous occasion.  Ignacio Andrade said “This was 
not only a Hispanic, Latino, or Chicano here, this was an American hero, this was a 
civil rights hero, this was a human rights hero, and many folks around the world 
already understand that and recognize that”. 
 
 
  
  
 

 

Health/Medical 

 
 

October 12                                                      6pm 
 
A story we did last year about a breast cancer patient who received support from a 
local group called Sparrow Pillows has come full circle and she is now lending a 
helping hand to others.  The fight against cancer is a tough one and has taken the 
lives of so many people, but now more women are winning.  As Melanie McNamara 
explains, radiation and chemotherapy are not the only weapons she used in this 
battle.  Determination and support were also key.  Melanie says “My kids were 
amazing, they are older kids, and when I told them about it, they said alright, what 
do we need to do?”  After going to Sparrow Hospital for a check-up last  year, 
Melanie was later diagnosed with triple negative breast cancer which is often 
aggressive and has a poorer diagnosis.  Like most women, Melanie was shocked 
following the diagnosis.  Melanie, “I thought well I have no family history, I’m healthy, 
so I dismissed it for many months and then it started growing and it was painful.”  
Although the news was heavy to bear and her physical appearance started to 
change, that didn’t stop her from suiting up for what was about to be a long battle.  
“That’s the hardest, your head shaved, your eyebrows and eye lashes falling out, 



 
 

 
 

 

those were so hard.  I never once wore a wig, it felt empowering just to do that and 
take that into my own hands.   
She now mentors other women, giving them comfort and support, but still fears that 
the fight is not yet over.  “We need a cure because it can come back at any time”  
Melanie hopes her fight inspires others to believe they have the weapons inside 
themselves for their own battle 
 
 

November 1            6pm 

 
November is lung cancer awareness month and Sparrow Hospital is taking a unique 
approach to get the conversation going about the deadly disease.  There is a giant 
lung on display right now in the lobby of the Herbert Herman Cancer Center.  People 
can walk inside the display to learn about the lungs and the dangers of smoking.  
Doctors are encouraging anyone who smokes or has smoked, and is over the age of 
fifty, to schedule an appointment for a lung screening. 

 

 

 

December 4         6pm 

 
Hair loss can be one of the most difficult issues facing cancer patients undergoing 
chemotherapy. But a new type of treatment offered at Sparrow Hospital can help 
prevent the loss of hair.  It is called “Ice Cap Therapy”.  It works by having patients 
wear a cap that sprays cool air and ice on their heads during chemo which reduces 
circulation to the scalp and slows down hair follicle turnover.  Doctors say it’s proven 
effective in two-thirds of patients.  This Ice Cap Therapy at Sparrow is the only hair 
loss treatment of its kind in Mid-Michigan.  The hospital has one machine, which can 
treat two patients at a time. 
 
 
Last month we told you the tragic story of 14 year old Everson Guild losing 
consciousness during a football workout in Grand Ledge.  Doctors say it may have 
been an undiagnosed heart problem, or maybe even an aneurysm that took his life. 
Those are conditions that doctors say can often be found during a sports physical.  
It may seem pretty routine, but sports physicals go a little further to make sure your 
kids are healthy enough to participate in sports. Randy Pearson is a sports doctor at 
Sparrow Hospital and also the MSU Football team physician.  He says sports 
physicals are vital before kids play in competitive sports in school.  Dr. Pearson, 
Sparrow Hospital, says “We’re looking for the really bad stuff.  Things we can 
diagnose on physical exam, so listening for heart murmurs and that sort of thing or 
any kind of abnormal heart rhythms.  If something like that goes undiagnosed it can 
be extremely dangerous for kids playing sports, sometimes even leading to death.  It 
isn’t easy to find every condition, some like Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy or an 
asymptomatic aneurysm, are extremely difficult to find.  That’s why sports doctors 



 
 

 

 

say yearly physicals are so important, to make sure they can best detect something 
that could be wrong and keep your kids in the best shape heading into sports 
seasons. 
 
 
 

Economy 
 

 

 

October 3    6pm 

 
Manufacturing week in Michigan coverage continues with an inside look at the 
Jackson Area Career Center.  They are helping students move toward 
manufacturing careers by teaching several skills, manual mills, lays, robot training, 
even the basics of filing.  They are exposing students to the growing career that is 
manufacturing.  The wave of technology itself has made a huge impact on 
manufacturing, so much of an impact, that employers can’t fill jobs with talent fast 
enough.  Tim Levy, President of Industrial Steel Treating in Jackson says that Hiring 
from the Career Center is a win-win for everyone.  “We actually have a couple of 
new employees that have worked for the last 3-4 years through high school and 
then through their grade 13 year so after one year at a Community College they 
have their Associates degree, their college is paid for and they have a full-time job 
with great pay and benefits.  The old days of physical manufacturing jobs are over 
and in its place a thriving industry.   
 
 

 

 

 

November 24    11pm 
 
With black Friday in the rear-view mirror stores across the country are stocking up 
for small business Saturday.  Mom & Pop shops are vital to our economy and we 
have the facts to prove it.  According to American Express, Michigan is home to 
more than 850 thousand small businesses, making up more than 99% of all 
businesses.  49% of all Michigan employees worked for a small business in 2014.  
For every $100 spent at a Mom & Pop shop, $75 stay in the local economy.  
Lansing’s Old Town neighborhood is home to dozens of small shops.  Store owners 
tell us shopping local not only supports the community but also gives customers a 
unique experience.  
 

   

      

                       



 
 

 
 

 

       Education 

 
November 17    6am 

 
We covered some local teachers for their efforts in helping parents cope with the 
challenges of special education.  News Ten’s Lora Painter talked to a Mom from 
Holt about the teacher making a difference in her child’s learning environment.  Bre 
Vining, mother of Jordan Vining, says “I had my daughter very young, fthe first two 
years she was non-verbal and screaming all the time.”  Vining didn’t know what to 
do.  That’s where teachers like Jill Terry come in.  Jill says “our goal is to make 
these kids successful and to enjoy coming to school.”  Terry is a cognitive abilities 
teacher in Sycamore Elementary in Holt.  She helps parents, like Vining, navigate 
the educational options for their children who have special needs.  Jill Terry says “It 
can be a scary process, hopes and dreams might change a little bit and they’re not 
gone, we just make them different and give them a little bit of light at the end of the 
tunnel”. 

 

 

November 15      6pm 
 
Focusing on the positive is a life-long struggle for most people.  For kids living in 
homeless shelters, it can seem out of reach.  A local photographer is on a mission 
to change that.  If you want something, sometimes you have to see it first.  For 13 
year old Michael Castellanos of Lansing the lens hasn’t always been clear.  “It 
started around 2014, where we became homeless for the first time, and that’s been 
a really rough ride for us”.  Fast forward two years, to a room in a Lansing 
Community Center, and a day with Linda Solomon’s “Pictures of Hope”.  Linda 
Solomon says “The population of homeless children is staggering.  There are 2.5 
million kids that are homeless in America.  To be able to work with kids and show 
them that we care about their dreams and have noted members in the community 
spend a day with these children, it’s life-changing”.  Paired with mentors, children 
who spent time at Haven House in Lansing begin by writing down their hopes and 
dreams.  Solomon says “It’s often not easy to illustrate a dream and to capture a 
dream but when you have a devoted mentor I think it just makes you feel that you 
can be comfortable enough to really open your heart and to express those dreams 
and then go off and photograph them.  Mentors waste no time getting out with the 
kids to capture those hope and dreams.  For Michael Castellanos it meant a short 
drive to Michigan State University, to capture his hope for a college education.  A 
piece of paper, a camera, new friends, a recipe for smiles and a new beginning.  
Linda Solomon says “All you need is one person who believes in you, and that to me 
is transformational. 
 
 

December 8      6pm 



 
 

 

 

 
In our Schools Rule segment this morning we spotlighted a Lansing Teacher for 
helping grow agricultural education.  Maureen McDiarmid, a biology teacher at 
Sexton High School in Lansing won a special two-thousand dollar grant to help her 
student learn more about agriculture by connecting them with MSU Professors and 
Grad Students.  Maureen says “A lot of the kids here have not had the opportunity 
to grow crops or even be around someone who has grown tomatoes and other 
things”.  McDiarmid’s innovative teaching idea is called “Agriculture exploration”, it 
focuses on stem skills students need when they study agricultural sciences and she 
is one of only a hundred people across the country winning this special funding to 
help make her program come to life.  All of Mcdiermid’s science classes are filled 
with hands-on experiments.  McDiermid says teaching kids to connect with where 
their food is coming from and the world around them benefits everyone in Mid-
Michigan.  “It’s how we feed our community and its how we make sure everyone has 
good sources of food.  I hope they get as passionate as I am”.   

              

                  

 

      Government/Politics 

 
 

October 19    11pm 

 
During the Lansing Mayoral Debate, the candidates went head to head on many 
issues facing Lansing.  We had an in house panel of Lansing citizens watching the 
debate. They were impressed with both of the candidates.  Issues were the 
Downtown Lansing Casino issue, Lansing’s vacant buildings, homelessness, and 
other issues in Lansing.  All of our panel participants were left feeling confident 
about the future of the city no matter which candidate wins. 

 
October 25    6pm 

 
Cities all over Michigan are struggling with how to regulate the medical marijuana 
industry.  One of the big problems is where to put the large-scale growing operations 
that are sure to pop up.  This issue is playing out in East Lansing.  The citizens of 
East Lansing are concerned about safety and security, along with smell if a major 
grow operation opens next door.  People in East Lansing’s Hawk Nest community 
are convinced if a medical marijuana growing facility is allowed to open a couple of 
miles east of their neighborhood, it will only bring trouble.  Anne Hill, resident of 
Hawk Nest, says “I think that will be a problem.  Even though in theory its supposed 
to be enclosed in a building that doesn’t have access and will be entirely enclosed, 
human nature can kick in”.  The ordinance itself requires any facility used for 
growing medical marijuana to have strong security standards and doesn’t allow for 
marijuana use at the facility.  Instead, everything is delivered to dispensaries.  



 
 

 
 

 

People in the area believe the city should take more time to really think about this 
decision. The East Lansing Planning Commission is discussing the ordinances this 
evening, Hill says she doesn’t think a lot of people even know it’s being discussed 
and she wants more people to join in the conversation. 

 

 
November 10   6pm 

 
A major step forward in the re-development of the Lansing City Hall.  Mayor Virg 
Bernero has picked the location of the new building and the company that will 
develop the current site.  The new city hall will be at the former headquarters of the 
Lansing State Journal on the corner of Lenawee St. and Grand Avenue.  It’ll be built 
by Chicago based developer, Beitler Real Estate Services.  The company will also 
transform the current city hall location into a hotel.  Lansing will buy the new city hall 
for a maximum of 50 million dollars.  It will be paid for with money from a lease, and 
property tax revenue from the hotel.  This agreement still has to be approved by the 
Lansing City Council to move forward.   
 
 

November 8    4:30am 

 
The calm of Tuesday’s elections is settling and we now know who will replace Virg 
Bernero to become Lansing’s newest mayor in 12 years.  State Representative 
Andy Schor claimed a huge victory over Lansing City Council woman, Judi Brown 
Clarke.  Schor will take over on January 1, 2018. 


