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Description of Issues of Concern to Boston, MA 
Addressed in Responsive Programming in the 3rd QUARTER, 2021 
Airing Sundays 6am to 7am – Greater Boston Today / Viewpoints 

 
1. Public Health / COVID-19 / Mental Health / Nutrition – The need to understand 

the Delta variant of COVID-19, how transmissible it is, and what the health 
effects are. Understanding how vaccination can help the overall spread of 
COVID-19, and who should get vaccinated. Understanding the place in history of 
the current pandemic. How time shifting affects our internal clocks, and in turn 
our mental health. Understanding OCD, and how it affects those who suffer from 
it. The pitfalls of living a life attached to your phone, and how it can affect your 
mental health. The health impacts of dieting and understanding the keto diet. 

2. Government Issues / National Security – The need to understand how the 
withdrawal of U.S. troops in Afghanistan will affect the stability of that country and 
national security in the U.S. Understanding how the U.S. has affected the 
governments of countries around the world. How Afghanistan will change after 
the withdrawal of U.S. Troops. How the prison system gas been affected by 
COVID. Learning from the tragedy of 9/11 and understanding why there were so 
many heroes that day. 

3. Economy / Business / Environment / Tourism – Understanding how those in 
the music career stay afloat financially. Understanding the gold mining industry, 
and how it has exploited the areas in which it operates. Understanding the impact 
of recent private party space explorations. Understanding the publishing industry. 
Understanding how the construction industry is using technology to make its 
projects for ecologically sound. How tourism can affect local economies. The 
problem of people putting off health care because it’s too expensive. 

4. Jobs / Unemployment – The need for people to be prepared when looking for a 
new job. Ways people can use online resources to help stay employed. The 
importance of knowing how to navigate a job search. Understanding the role of 
labor unions in helping the workforce. Understanding the dangers of working in 
certain industries, and what protections are in place for workers. 

5. Public Safety / Natural Disasters / Distracted Driving – Understanding the 
very real dangers of distracted driving. The need to be prepared in the event of a 
hurricane or other natural disasters. 

6. Identity Theft / Cybersecurity – The need for everyone to protect themselves 
from online scams and identity theft. The importance of being aware of ways that 
cybercrime is being used to cheat consumers. 

7. Health Care / Community / COVID – The importance of hospice care. The need 
for support for those with chronic or life-threatening illnesses. Understanding how 
COVID has affected long term health care. 

8. Mental Health / Effects of COVID – The need to understand what brings people 
to the point where they’re considering suicide. The need to understand how 
COVID has affected those with mental health issues. 



 

 

 

9. Parenting Issues / Education / Economy / COVID – The importance of having 
your children be able to handle finances. How remote learning has affected 
students and what plans are in place for the return. Understanding the difficulties 
of returning to in-classroom learning. 

10. Community Issues / COVID-19 – The power of members of the community 
looking out for people in need. The need for resources for girls in the community 
who can benefit from strong role models. The need for housing for families who 
are facing long term medical care for a member of the family. The need for 
community activities to help mental and physical health. How organizers of 
events have had to adapt to a world with COVID-19. 

  



 

 

 

WBZ-FM 
Programs That Address Community Issues 

(Regularly Scheduled Public Affairs Programs) 
Greater Boston Today / Viewpoints 

Third Quarter Report 2021 
 

 
Issue: Community Issues / COVID-19 – The need for resources for girls in the 
community who can benefit from strong role models. 
Aired: July 4, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 8 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: We spoke with Maren Juliano from Big Sister of Greater Boston 
about al the services they offer girls around Boston. She talked about why it’s important 
that girls have a place they can turn to for support in navigating life and getting ahead. 
She talked about how her organization has had to adapt during COVID. 
 
Issue: Public Safety / Natural Disasters – The need to be prepared in the event of a 
hurricane or other natural disasters 
Aired: July 4, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 15 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: We are now officially in Atlantic Hurricane Season, and so we 
thought it would be helpful to check in with Chris Besse, of the Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) to get some good advice about staying safe. 
He talked about ways to prepare your family for the event of a hurricane, and what to do 
if you find yourself in the path of a hurricane. 
 
Issue: Jobs / Unemployment – Understanding the role of labor unions in helping the 
workforce. 
Aired: July 4, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 11 minutes of one hour 
Show Description: Unions, which are organized labor groups, are prevalent across the 
U.S. You’ve probably heard of the term in the media or may know someone who’s part 
of a union. But have you ever heard of a worker center? It operates in similar functions 
as unions; however, this resource is much more community-based and is more of a 
guiding advocate in responsive situations where the worker is facing harassment, 
unpaid wages, or other issues. We speak with two labor experts this week to highlight 
how vital worker centers are to low-wage workers who often don’t have a voice. 
Guests: Dr. Celeste Monforton, lecturer, Texas State University, author, On the Job: 
The Untold Story of Worker Centers and the New Fight for Wages, Dignity, and Health; 
Laura Garza, worker center director, Arise Chicago. 
 
Issue: Parenting Issues / Economy – The importance of having your children be able 
to handle finances. 



 

 

 

Aired: July 4, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 8 minutes of one hour 
Show Description: All parents want their kids to succeed and live good lives, and part 
of accomplishing that is raising them to understand the value of a dollar. We talk to Beth 
Kobliner, a financial expert and author of the book Make Your Kid A Money Genius 
(Even if you’re not) about tips and tricks to help our kids, from toddlers to post-grads, 
handle money responsibly. 
Guests: Beth Kobliner, financial expert, and author, Make Your Kid A Money Genius 
(Even if you're not) 
 
Issue: Culture / TV 
Aired: July 4, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 2 minutes of one hour 
Show Description: The Hulu comedy, Dave, is a fictional story about the 
sensationalized rapper, Lil Dicky. The show looks like many other comedies at first but 
is actually jam-packed with well-thought out jokes and plots. Dave is now streaming on 
Hulu and FXX. 
 
Issue: Public Safety / Distracted Driving – Understanding the very real dangers of 
distracted driving. 
Aired: July 11, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 23 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: Not that long ago, Massachusetts enacted a safe driving law that 
prohibits using a mobile phone while you are driving. Despite the law, distracted driving 
continues to be a real and extremely dangerous problem. We spoke with Emily Stein, 
who is President of the Safe Roads Alliance, about what you need to be thinking about 
when you are behind the wheel. She talked about the fact that mobile phones are not 
the only things that can cause a driver to be distracted, and that even slight distractions 
can put people’s safety at risk.  
 
Issue: Legal Issues / Prisons / COVID – How the prison system gas been affected by 
COVID. 
Aired: July 11, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 9 minutes of one hour 
Show Description: The U.S. prison population has decreased during the pandemic, 
but the number of people behind bars is still close to two million. Some of these inmates 
have been in prison for decades and at a young age were deemed by the justice system 
to be ‘unfixable’. This week, we shed light on the cycle of youth incarceration in this 
country and why people like Ian Manuel, a former inmate, were sentenced to life in 
prison without the possibility of parole at age 13. 



 

 

 

Guests: Ian Manuel, former inmate, author, My Time Will Come: A Memoir of Crime, 
Punishment, Hope, and Redemption; Riya Saha Shah, lawyer, managing director, 
Juvenile Law Center; Beth Schwartzapfel, journalist, The Marshall Project. 
 
Issue: Economy / Tourism – How tourism can affect local economies. 
Aired: July 11, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of one hour 
Show Description: It seems like lately almost everyone is heading to the airport. 
Whether you’re flying, driving, or taking a train, vacations are a highly anticipated time to 
get away from everyday life. Everyone deserves relaxation, but is there a way to make 
sure that you’re traveling more consciously? Are you booking excursions with local, 
independent companies? Supporting small shops? Does the place you’re staying at or 
traveling with use sustainable practices? 
Guests: Maile Meyer, Hawaii resident, owner, Native Books; Brian Mullis, sustainable 
tourism expert 
 
Issue: Culture / Cinema 
Aired: July 11, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 2 minutes of one hour 
Show Description: The Criterion Channel makes it easy to watch older movies that are 
often forgotten on mainstream streaming platforms like Netflix. We discuss some of our 
favorite picks from the old Hollywood days. 
 
Issue: Economy / Jobs – The need for people to be prepared when looking for a new 
job. Ways people can use online resources to help stay employed. 
Aired: July 18, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 18 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: COVID has been very tough for lots of different industries, and with 
businesses starting to bounce back, we thought it would be helpful to get a tune-up ono 
looking for a job. We spoke with employment expert Lil Hayes about ways to make 
yourself more attractive to potential employers. She talked about the ways COVID has 
made the job search trickier and went over how to use online resources to improve your 
chances of landing a good job. 
 
Issue: Health Care / Economy – The problem of people putting off health care 
because it’s too expensive. 
Aired: July 18, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 12 minutes of one hour 
Show Description: Millions of Americans put off going to a doctor or hospital because 
they’re afraid of the high cost of care. Depending on your insurance, one MRI scan can 
cost upwards of a thousand dollars. One trip to the emergency room can mean 



 

 

 

thousands of dollars in charges that people can’t afford to pay. So, what’s driving these 
sky-high prices? How can people negotiate down these hefty bills? 
Guests: Lisa Rossi, patient; Marshall Allen, investigative journalist, ProPublica, author, 
Never Pay the First Bill: And Other Ways to Fight the Health Care System and Win. 
 
Issue: Public Health / Mental Health – How time shifting affects our internal clocks, 
and in turn our mental health. 
Aired: July 18, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 7 minutes of one hour 
Show Description: Each year, as the flowers bloom and the days turn warmer, we 
spring forward and adjust our clocks one hour forward. The routine of ‘springing forward’ 
can feel like a nuisance and for some, it can severely throw off their internal body clocks 
for days or weeks on end. Why do we still practice daylight saving time today? Dr. Beth 
Malow, a neurologist and sleep expert, joins us this week on Viewpoints. 
Guests: Dr. Beth Malow, professor, neurology & pediatrics, Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center, director, Vanderbilt Sleep Division 
 
Issue: Culture / Social Media 
Aired: July 18, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of one hour 
Show Description: The social media platform, TikTok started in September 2016. 
There have been many critics over the years that have doubted the lasting popularity of 
the short-form, video-driven service. But, fast forward five years later and it’s still 
booming. What sets TikTok apart from the graveyard of dead platforms like Snapchat 
and Vine? 
 
Issue: Health Care / Community – The need for housing for families who are facing 
long term medical care for a member of the family. The power of members of the 
community looking out for people in need. 
Aired: July 25, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 16 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: Hospitality Homes is an organization that provides housing for 
families who are facing long term care for a family member. We spoke with Executive 
Director Debbie Pepper about how it works, and how her organization finds host homes. 
She talked about the additional challenges that COVID has presented, and what her 
organization has done to adapt. 
 
Issue: Economy / Business – Understanding the publishing industry. 
Aired: July 25, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: In 2019, the book publishing industry in the U.S. generated more 
than $25 billion dollars in revenue and employed close to 70,000 people. It’s a massive 



 

 

 

industry that publishes and generates publicity for many thousands of physical and e-
books each year. Literary editor Peter Ginna joins us this week to breakdown the 
business and the crucial role that editors play in crafting a successful book. 
Guests: Peter Ginna, literary editor, and author, What Editors Do: The Art, Craft, and 
Business of Book Editing. 
 
Issue: Economy / Business – Understanding how those in the music career stay afloat 
foinancially. 
Aired: July 25, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 9 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: There’s much more to being a professional musician than the 
practice and performance aspect of the career. For independent artists, there’s an entire 
side of entrepreneurship to handle, including money management, marketing, 
networking and more. Debra Silvert, the flutist of the orchestral ensemble, Duo 
Sequenza, highlights the challenges and rewards of carving out a career in the 
competitive classical music space. 
Guests: Debra Silvert, flutist, Duo Sequenza, executive director, Sequenza Chamber 
Music Incorporated. 
 
Issue: Culture / TV  
Aired: July 25, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: Funny man Jason Sudeikis plays Ted Lasso in Apple’s TV’s new 
series. The show follows Lasso, a small-time coach, as he moves to England to lead a 
professional soccer team despite having little knowledge of the sport. 
 
Issue: Mental Health / Effects of COVID – The need to understand what brings people 
to the point where they’re considering suicide. The need to understand how COVID has 
affected those with mental health issues. 
Aired: August 1, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 15 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: COVID has not only affected people’s physical health, but their 
mental health as well. We spoke with Nancy Farrell from the American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention, about why there has been an increase in suicides. She helped us 
better understand what makes someone suicidal and what friends and family can do to 
prevent a suicide from happening. 
 
Issue: COVID-19 – Understanding the place in history of the current pandemic. 
Aired: August 1, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 11 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: Wondering what to do with the dozens of face masks and all of 
those unused yeast packets? Us too. There are several items that Americans sought 



 

 

 

after during the height of the Covid-19 pandemic that help to showcase what this period 
in time was like. Once the pandemic is fully over, how will we look back and remember 
this time? How are museum curators and everyday people remembering this important 
part of history? This week on Viewpoints. 
Guests: Alexandra Lord, chair, curator, Division of Medicine and Science, Smithsonian 
National Museum of American History; Kevin Mitchell Mercer, professor, Valencia 
College; Natalie Nguyen, college student, University of Central Florida. 
 
Issue: Culture / Fashion 
Aired: August 1, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 8 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: There are some items of clothing that truly never go out of style. 
Whether it’s a pair of jeans or a classic black dress, these pieces transform with the vibe 
and trends of each decade. Fashion writer and author of The Ten Lauren Cochrane 
joins us this week to highlight some of the most iconic clothes in fashion history. 
Guests: Lauren Cochrane, senior fashion writer, The Guardian, author, The Ten: How 
and Why We Wear the Fashion Classics. 
 
Issue: Culture / Cinema 
Aired: August 1, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 2 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: We had mixed feelings heading to see the new film, Pig, featuring 
actor Nicholas Cage. Listen to why this feature film ended up blowing our expectations 
out of the water.  
 
Issue: Public Health / COVID-19 – The need to understand the Delta variant of 
COVID-19, how transmissible it is, and what the health effects are. 
Aired: August 8, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 16 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: We spoke with Dr. Camille Nelson Kotton, who is the Clinical 
Director of Transplant and Immunocompromised Host Infectious Diseases in the 
Infectious Diseases Department at Massachusetts General Hospital. Dr. Kotton helped 
us understand what makes the Delta variant of COVID-19 different from other strains. 
She talked about how easily the virus is transmitted and went over the health risks 
associated wit the strain. She talked about the importance of vaccination in prevention 
and lessening of symptoms. 
 
Issue: Economy / Business – Understanding the impact of recent private party space 
explorations. 
Aired: August 8, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 8 minutes of 1 hour      



 

 

 

Show Description: Jeff Bezos and Richard Branson both made history last month as 
they rocketed out of Earth’s atmosphere and successfully reached space. This trip was 
many years in the making as both billionaires built their own respective companies, Blue 
Origin and Virgin Galactic, to transport them to space as private civilians. Now, people 
are lining up and paying hefty prices to take this same voyage. Where will the space 
tourism industry go from here? Are the risks worth the experience? 
Guests: Jeffrey Kluger, journalist, editor-at-large, TIME Magazine, author, Holdout. 
 
Issue: Gender Issues / History – Understanding the role of women in the wild wets. 
Aired: August 8, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 11 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: When most people imagine the early West, they picture wide open 
landscapes, lawlessness and sweaty men working away in mines and on farms. While 
this is part of the narrative, the other lesser-known side is the unique opportunities the 
West held for women of the 19th and early 20th centuries. Author Winifred Gallagher 
joins us this week to share how the ladies of this region fought for greater equality and 
recognition. 
Guests: Winifred Gallagher, author, New Women in the Old West: From Settlers to 
Suffragists: An Untold American Story.  
 
Issue: Culture / TV 
Aired: August 8, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: “Elite” is a foreign language teenage drama series that does not 
disappoint. It’s edgy, entertaining, and fast-paced. The show is now streaming on Netflix 
with four seasons out and another one on the way. 
 
Issue: Public Safety / Natural Disasters – The real importance of being prepared for a 
hurricane. 
Aired: August 15, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 15 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: With recent hurricanes affecting the U.S. it’s a reminder that no 
matter where you are in the country, you need to be prepared. We spoke with Chris 
Besse, of the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) who talked 
about the dangers of a hurricane, and what steps can be taken to keep you safe in the 
event of a hurricane. 
 
Issue: Parenting Issues / Education / COVID – How remote learning has affected 
students and what plans are in place for the return. 
Aired: August 15, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of 1 hour      



 

 

 

Show Description: It’s that time of year already: back to school. After eighteen months 
of kids and teens learning remotely or on a hybrid schedule between in-person and 
remote, millions are returning to classrooms full-time. While this may change as COVID-
19 cases rise due to the Delta variant, for now, many schools are moving forward with 
plans to welcome students back with the caveat of requiring face masks while indoors. 
We discuss the highly anticipated return to class and how some educators have 
changed their perspectives on learning over the past year. 
Guests: Colleen Peluso, high school teacher, Valparaiso High School; Ron Chaluisan, 
former teacher, executive director, Newark Trust for Education. 
 
Issue: Public Health / Nutrition – The health impacts of dieting and understanding the 
keto diet. 
Aired: August 15, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 8 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: Every year it seems like there’s a new diet or health trend that 
captures people’s attention. The keto diet, which mainly cuts out carbohydrates, has 
seen a sustained rise in popularity. Originally used as a treatment for kids with epilepsy, 
today, thousands of ordinary people follow this regimen as well. This week – we’re 
joined by registered dietician, Kristen Sedler, and two people who tried the keto diet and 
both had entirely different experiences. 
Guests: Kristen Sedler, registered dietician; Isabelle Fiedler, college student; Carolyn 
Ketchum, food blogger, cookbook author, Easy Keto Breakfasts. 
 
Issue: Culture / Cinema 
Aired: August 15, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: What were some of the best movies if we rewind back one decade? 
We highlight some of our top picks from the year 2011, including the documentary, Jiro 
Dreams of Sushi and the baseball sports hit, Moneyball. 
 
Issue: Government Issues / National Security – The need to understand how the 
withdrawal of U.S. troops in Afghanistan will affect the stability of that country and 
national security in the U.S. 
Aired: August 22, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 15 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: We spoke with Thomas Whelan, who is a Professor of Social 
Studies at Boston University, and an expert in politics and foreign policy. Professor 
Whalen talked about what has happened so far in Afghanistan in regard to the U.S. 
troop withdrawal. He talked about the potential risks to U.S. security, and some potential 
scenarios for what will happen next in Afghanistan. 
 
Issue: Technology / Economy – How technological advances can keep food fresher 
and help the issue of food waste. 



 

 

 

Aired: August 22, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 9 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: The average person ends up trashing 25 percent of the food they 
buy from the grocery store. This can mean fresh produce, expired dairy, stale bread – 
the list goes on and on. This cycle of food waste across households, grocery stores and 
restaurants adds up, resulting in more than 81 billion pounds of fresh, edible food being 
thrown away each year. What’s the solution? Two food experts join us this week to offer 
some answers. 
Guests: Dr. Fred Turek, professor, biology, Northwestern University, director, Center for 
Sleep and Circadian Biology, Northwestern University; Dr. Emmanuel Urquieta, chief 
medical officer, Translational Research Institute for Space Health, assistant professor, 
Center for Space Medicine, Baylor College of Medicine. 
 
Issue: Economy / Business – Understanding the gold mining industry, and how it has 
exploited the areas in which it operates 
Aired: August 22, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: Gold mining has been a lucrative business for many generations. 
Today, it’s still a booming industry with global mining companies expanding into new 
markets each year. This week – we highlight the incredible story of activists in northern 
El Salvador who stood up to mining company, OceanaGold and won. 
Guests: John Cavanagh, senior advisor, Institute of Policy Studies, co-author, The 
Water Defenders: How Ordinary People Saved a Country from Corporate Greed. 
 
Issue: Culture / Podcasts 
Aired: August 22, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: We highlight the podcast, Dissect, which looks at the poetic lyrics 
behind some of the biggest songs in rap and hip-hop. 
 
Issue: Public Safety / Distracted Driving – Understanding the very real dangers of 
distracted driving. 
Aired: August 29, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 23 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: Not that long ago, Massachusetts enacted a safe driving law that 
prohibits using a mobile phone while you are driving. Despite the law, distracted driving 
continues to be a real and extremely dangerous problem. We spoke with Emily Stein, 
who is President of the Safe Roads Alliance, about what you need to be thinking about 
when you are behind the wheel. She talked about the fact that mobile phones are not 
the only things that can cause a driver to be distracted, and that even slight distractions 
can put people’s safety at risk.  
 



 

 

 

Issue: Government / Military / National Security – How Afghanistan will change after 
the withdrawal of U.S. Troops 
Aired: August 29, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: The news of the Taliban regaining control of Afghanistan has swept 
news headlines this month. Hundreds of thousands of Afghan citizens have already fled 
the country, but how will everyday life change for those who remain? We discuss the 
precarious situation in the region and the reversal of modern freedoms and economic 
stability for millions of men, women, and children. 
Guests: Dr. Marvin Weinbaum, director, Afghanistan and Pakistan Studies, Middle East 
Institute, professor emeritus, political science, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. 
 
Issue: Science / History – Understanding better the fate of dinosaurs. 
Aired: August 29, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 9 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: There’s something special about dinosaurs. These majestic 
creatures walked the Earth more than 230 million years ago, yet, even today, they 
capture our wildest imaginations. Most of us have heard the familiar narrative that an 
asteroid collided with Earth and this catastrophic event led to their downfall. But is there 
more to the story? Would dinosaurs still be around today if the asteroid flew past Earth? 
This week on Viewpoints. 
Guests: Michael Benton, professor, vertebrate paleontology, University of Bristol. 
 
Issue: Culture / Literature 
Aired: August 29, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 2 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: We discuss some of our favorite non-fiction reads as the weather 
turns cooler and the season of pumpkin everything is soon upon us. 
 
Issue: Public Health / COVID-19 – The need to understand the Delta variant of 
COVID-19, how transmissible it is, and what the health effects are. 
Aired: September 5, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 16 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: We spoke with Dr. Camille Nelson Kotton, who is the Clinical 
Director of Transplant and Immunocompromised Host Infectious Diseases in the 
Infectious Diseases Department at Massachusetts General Hospital. Dr. Kotton helped 
us understand what makes the Delta variant of COVID-19 different from other strains. 
She talked about how easily the virus is transmitted and went over the health risks 
associated with the strain. She talked about the importance of vaccination in prevention 
and lessening of symptoms. 
 



 

 

 

Issue: Public Health / Mental Health / Technology – The pitfalls of living a life 
attached to your phone, and how it can affect your mental health. 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Aired: September 5, 2021 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: The average American checks their phone about 90 times a day, 
according to a 2019 survey from tech research firm, Asurion. How often would you say 
you check? Every hour? Once every 20 minutes? Do you ever panic when your phone 
isn’t right next to you? This ‘attached at the hip’ mentality is severely affecting 
happiness and quality of life for millions of people. So, what can be done to break this 
all-consuming cycle? Addiction expert Dr. Anna Lembke joins us to break down the 
widespread problem and offer up some solutions. 
Guests: Dr. Anna Lembke, professor, medical director, addiction medicine, Stanford 
University School of Medicine, author, Dopamine Nation: Finding Balance in the Age of 
Indulgence. 
 
Issue: Culture / Dance Arts 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Aired: September 5, 2021 
Length of Segment: 8 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: Ballet requires athleticism, artistry and decades of grueling 
practice. It’s an extremely competitive field and few dancers manage to become 
principal dancers at major theatres. This week on Viewpoints – James Whiteside, a 
principal dancer at the American Ballet Theatre, shares his professional ballet journey 
and what he’s learned about himself along the way. 
Guests: James Whiteside, principal dancer, American Ballet Theatre, author, Center, 
Center: A Funny, Sexy, Sad, Almost-Memoir of a Boy in Ballet.  
 
Issue: Culture / Cinema 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Aired: September 5, 2021 
Length of Segment: 4 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: How do artists find inspiration for a new song on an album, or a 
new idea for a movie? We discuss how great art is more interconnected than you may 
think. 
 
Issue: Identity Theft / Cybersecurity – The need for everyone to protect themselves 
from online scams and identity theft. 
Aired: September 12, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 13 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: It feels like every day there is a new online scam that criminals 
have devised. We talked with Paula Fleming of the Better Business Bureau about ways 
to ensure to don’t fall victim to online fraud. She also talked about smart ways to prevent 
identity theft and went over what some of the more recent attempts at online fraud have 
been. 



 

 

 

 
Issue: Parenting Issues / Education / COVID – Understanding the difficulties of 
returning to in-classroom learning. 
Aired: September 12, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: The 2021-2022 school year is officially in full swing. But it’s not the 
return that many were hoping for as COVID-19 cases spread, and outbreaks pop up in 
classrooms across the U.S. While there are barriers and challenges just like last year, 
school must go on. We speak with education expert, Julie King, to get some tips on how 
to navigate the hectic back to school season and how parents can communicate with 
their kids so they feel heard and supported. 
Guests: Julie King, parent educator, mother, co-author, How to Talk When Kids Won’t 
Listen: Whining, Fighting, Meltdowns, Defiance, and Other Challenges of Childhood. 
 
Issue: Public Safety / National Security – Learning from the tragedy of 9/11 and 
understanding why there were so many heroes that day.  
Aired: September 12, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 8 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: Today, there are many young adults who were mere babies when 
9/11 happened. They learn about the terrorist attacks from history books, television 
segments and documentaries as well as the firsthand stories of people who lived 
through the experience. Former FDNY Battalion Chief Joseph Pfeifer joins us this week 
to share his story from that morning. Pfeifer was the first firefighter chief on the scene at 
the World Trade Center complex and lost his brother, Kevin, who was also a firefighter. 
Guests: Joseph Pfeifer, Former FDNY Battalion Chief, author, Ordinary Heroes: A 
Memoir of 9/11. 
 
Issue: Culture / Music 
Aired: September 12, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 4 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: Kanye West just released his latest album, “Donda” late last month. 
We sift through the hype and offer our take on the new creative release. 
 
Issue: Health Care / Community / COVID – The importance of hospice care. The need 
for support for those with chronic or life-threatening illnesses. Understanding how 
COVID has affected long term health care. 
Aired: September 19, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 11 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: We spoke with Amy Rein, from Care Dimensions Hospice, about 
what hospice and palliative care mean, and why they are so important in completing the 
overall health care picture. She talked about the challenges that those giving hospice 
care have had to face during COVID. 



 

 

 

 
Issue: Economy / Jobs / Public Safety – Understanding the dangers of working in 
certain industries, and what protections are in place for workers. 
Aired: September 19, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: Many Americans stay home and crank up the air conditioning once 
temperatures reach 80 degrees. Imagine working for hours on end outside in 
temperatures exceeding 90 or 100 degrees. On top of this, there’s little shade, minimal 
breaks, and often not enough water. This is the reality for millions of laborers who work 
in agriculture, construction, and other industries. Why aren’t there more legal guidelines 
protecting these essential workers? 
Guests: Dr. Rachel Licker, senior climate scientist, Union of Concerned Scientists; Kate 
Suisman, attorney, Northwest Workers' Justice Project. 
 
Issue: Economy / Business / Environment – Understanding how the construction 
industry is using technology to make it’s projects for ecologically sound. 
Aired: September 19, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: Constructing a new building requires many resources, from 
hundreds of hours of labor to thousands of pounds of steel, cement, glass and other 
building materials. Design consultant Ned Cramer joins us this week to uncover how the 
industry is utilizing new technology to build more sustainably and lessen waste. 
Guests: Ned Cramer, design consultant, former editor-in-chief, Architect Magazine. 
 
Issue: Culture / Sports 
Aired: September 19, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 2 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: We explore the different focuses of the sports documentary series 
that highlight the stories of different sports superstars. 
Issues Covered: Culture, Film, Sports 
 
Issue: Community Issues / COVID – The need for community activities to help mental 
and physical health. How organizers of events have had to adapt to a world with 
COVID-19. 
Aired: September 26, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 11 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: The Topsfield Fair is back this year, after taking a year off because 
COVID/ We spoke with the general Manager of the Topsfield Fair, Jim O’Brien, about 
what needed to be done to bring the fait back this year, and how they have had to 
adapt. He talked about the value in events like the fair in educating and strengthening 
the sense of community. 
 



 

 

 

Issue: Public Health / Mental Health – Understanding OCD, and how it affects those 
that suffer from it. 
Aired: September 26, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: Like many other mental illnesses, obsessive compulsive disorder 
(OCD) is often misunderstood and clumped into a stereotypical category. Many people 
believe that the disorder is just physical behaviors, such as persistent organization, 
washing one’s hands all the time, or checking the lock on the door constantly. But what 
people don’t realize is that OCD is a lot more than just these behavioral actions. David 
Adam, who has OCD and has extensively studied the disorder, joins us this week to 
help dispel any myths and preconceived perceptions. 
Guests: David Adam, freelance journalist, author of The Man Who Couldn’t Stop: OCD 
and the True Story of a Life Lost in Thought. 
 
Issue: Culture / Opera 
Aired: September 26, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: Opera is a beloved art form, but its racial history is as flawed as the 
rest of our culture. We talk to Naomi Andre, a professor at the University of Michigan, 
about the history of race in opera and how this traditional art form is evolving with the 
times. 
Guests: Naomi Andre, professor of Afro American and African studies, University of 
Michigan. 
 
Issue: Culture / Film  
Aired: September 26, 2021 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour      
Show Description: Many film lovers have gotten accustomed to watching new movies 
at home during the pandemic, but is it for the better? Film creators are pushing for a 
return to theaters, but only time will tell what’s next. 
 

 
  



 

 

 

Public Service Announcements 
Third Quarter 2021 

 
Throughout the quarter the station aired PSAs during Public Affairs Programming.  

The information below reflects community activities and issues.   
 

:40 seconds – A Bed for Every Child   
:30 seconds – Adoption from Foster Care 
:60 seconds – Al-Anon Family   
:30 seconds – Al-Anon Questions   
:30 seconds – American Cancer Society COVID   
:60 seconds – Bright Focus Vision Loss 
:60 seconds – Buzzed Driving Prevention / Ad Council 
:60 seconds – CDC Quit Smoking   
:15 seconds – CDC Updated COVID Info  
:60 seconds – Colon Screening 
:15 seconds – Counterfeit Items 
:60 seconds – COVID Unite to Prevent 
:30 seconds – Disaster Prep Family 
:30 seconds – FDA Drug Facts Label  
:30 seconds – FDA Generics  
:30 seconds – Easter Seals Disabilities 
:30 seconds – Empowering Girls in STEM / Ad Council 
:30 seconds – Fatherhood Involvement / Ad Council 
:60 seconds – Feeding Americas Children 
:60 seconds – FEMA Fire Safe America / Ad Council 
:60 seconds – Fighting Blindness 
:30 seconds – First Responders Thank You 
:30 seconds – Guns Safe Storage / Ad Council   
:60 seconds – Gynecologic Cancers 
:30 seconds – Helmets Save Heads 
:30 seconds – High School Diploma / Ad Council   
:60 seconds – LBGT Discrimination / Ad Council 
:60 seconds – Lions Club Kindness 
:30 seconds – Lung Cancer Screening  
:30 seconds – Lupus Foundation 
:30 seconds – Make-A-Wish Lasso 
:15 seconds – Massachusetts VAXFINDER 
:60 seconds – Medication Disposal 
:30 seconds – Military Appreciation 
:60 seconds – National Moments / Ad Council 
:60 seconds – Obesity  
:60 seconds – Opioid Painkiller Abuse  
:60 seconds – Opioid Disposal 
:30 seconds – Poison Control Make the Call 
:30 seconds – Preparedness Hero / Ad Council 



 

 

 

:40 seconds – Road Safety Ambulance 
:30 seconds – Safe Excavating 
:60 seconds – SAHMSA Underage Drinking  
:30 seconds – Saving for Retirement / Ad Council  
:30 seconds – Sleep Apnea  
:60 seconds – St. Jude Finding Cures 
:30 seconds – Stop HIV 
:60 seconds – Stop Weight Bias 
:60 seconds – Substance Abuse 
:60 seconds – Texting and Driving Prevention / Ad Council 
:30 seconds – Tire Pressure Safety 
:60 seconds – Understanding ADHD 
:15 seconds – VA Careers   
:30 seconds – Vaccinate Your Family  
:30 seconds – Wildfire Prevention / Ad Council  
:60 seconds – WWF Ocean Protect   
:30 seconds – YMCA / A Better Us   
 


