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WGFL QUARTERLY ISSUES 

          Third Quarter 2016 

 

Through informal ascertainment by written and oral communication with 

community members, it was determined that among the concerns of the 

Gainesville Community at-large were the following issues: 

 

    Environment 

    Crime 

    Politics 

    Education 

    Consumer Information 

    Consumer Safety 

    Health   

    Business 

    Weather 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:    Consumer Information 

Program:   Alachua County Talks 

Type of Program:  Public Affairs half hour weekly 

Airdate:   Fridays, Third Quarter 2016     

    July 1, 2016 through September 30, 2016 

Airtime:   Fridays, 4:30am plus various other    

    available times throughout the quarter 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   This weekly program is a locally produced discussion  

    program concerning various issues in the community  

    and county.  It features people from our community who 

    are involved in bettering our lives and those who live  

    here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:    Local Crime 

Program:   Police on Duty 

Type of Program:  Locally produced half hour with Police Department 

Airdate:    Sundays Third Quarter 2016     

    July 1, 2016 through September 30, 2016 

Airtime:   Sunday, 1:30am plus various      

    other times available throughout the quarter. 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   In cooperation with the Gainesville Police Department  

    we air this locally-produced show featuring current 

    day-to-day problems that face this local law    

    enforcement agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:    Community Public Affairs 

Program:   Ilene Silverman Show 

Type of Program:  Public Affairs 

Airdate:   Fridays and Saturdays 

 Third Quarter 2016      

 July 1, 2016 through September 30, 2016 

Airtime:   Fridays 2:30am and Saturdays 6:30am 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   Ilene Silverman is a locally produced public affairs  

    program which covers a wide array of community  

    issues, including health, community events and   

    community programs benefitting our citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue: Environment/Crime/Politics/Education/Consumer              

Information/Consumer Safety/Health/Weather 

Program: CBS4 News  

Type of Program: Daily Half Hour News Program 

Airdate:  Monday-Friday, Third Quarter 2016    

   July 1, 2016 through September 30, 2016 

Airtime:  6pm and 11pm 

Duration:  30 minutes 

Description:  See attached for details on specific issues covered  

   throughout the quarter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ISSUE:   Environment 

7/29   Florida's recycling rate is now 54 percent, an increase from last year. This means more 

than half of what needs to be recycled, is. Alachua County produces around 1 million pounds of 

garbage every single day. 

Patrick Irby from the county's Waste Management office says, "Something that most people 

notice when we take a tour is they see the mound of garbage, and the semi trucks filled with 

garbage leaving. And they never really understood that's how much garbage we were producing." 

Some of it is recyclable, and some of it is not. But if it can be recycled it saves time, money, and 

energy. Alachua County is one of the top ten counties in the state for recycling rates, and they 

would like to stay that way.  Irby says, "We recognize that the least efficient thing you can do 

with a material is to throw it away forever."   

The county asks everyone in the community to help by sorting their recyclables before they get 

picked up. Orange cans are for paper and cardboard, and blue cans are for glass, metal, and 

plastic. 

After the recyclables get dropped off at the sorting building, they get bundled up into what are 

called bales. These bales get sold out to the company willing to pay the most money. Recycling 

is a business, and people pay for those reusable materials. Irby says, "Last year we actually made 

a couple hundred thousand dollars, and that went to offset other programs."  

The county says it's cheaper, more efficient, and better for the environment if these materials are 

reused instead of thrown away. Many of these resources are finite, and one day will be gone 

forever. Irby says, "Hopefully somebody creates an alternative energy source, and it's easy to use 

and convenient. But it'll be interesting when we run out of these resources." 

The three words the county is asking you to always keep in mind are, reduce, reuse, recycle. 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection is trying to achieve a statewide recycling goal 

of 75 percent by 2020. 

7/8  Reduce.  Recycle.  Reuse.  Three words that look small, but if taken seriously, could change 

the planet.  Plastic is one of the worst offenders of waste, and Alachua County is doing 

something about it.  For the month of July, the couty is asking people to take the Plastic Free 

Challenge. To eliminate using single-use plastic.  This includes plastic straws, bottles, bags, etc.   

The problem is that many of these plastic items are not recyclable;, and end up getting into our 

food source.  When plastic gets into the ocean, it’s estimated that it takes 2—600 years for 

plastic to break down in the ocean…which is consumed by marine wildlife like fish.  When it 

goes up the food chain, humans eventually ingest it.  But there are small things everyone can 

do that would make a big difference. 



7/20  Millions of dollars of funding are on it's way to Florida's Natural Springs. The Springs 

Restoration Project is set to receive 56 million dollars in funding, and part of it is going to 

Ichetucknee Springs. One mom who brought her kids here for the day says, "It was really nice to 

be able to escape as a family, and do something outdoors that wasn't completely 

commercialized." 

A feeling that many parents at the springs seem to agree on. The springs get kids out of the 

house, and off social media. Some of the kids at the springs said, "Well I liked it because you 

could see animals there. It was really fun to just hang out and swim." "The flow of it and how 

you can just get out and swim anytime. And at first I was kind of scared but then I liked it a lot 

and it was really fun." 

The Springs Restoration Project is working to keep the springs clean and ready for families at all 

times. One of the projects at Ichetucknee includes better management of storm water and runoff. 

The Department of Environmental Protection is asking for public help on another. 

They are looking for ideas for cost effective technology that can reduce nutrients in the 

groundwater that affects spring flow. Locals who go to the springs a lot say they appreciate the 

upkeep. "We noticed a lot of great things when we were out this morning. Some of the new deck 

and new landing areas for when people got off their tubes were really well built." Along with 33 

million from state and local funding, the total investment will be approximately 90 million 

dollars.  

9/20  One of the big issues on the ballot this upcoming November for Alachua County voters 

will be wither or not to support the Wild Spaces & Public Places sales tax referendum. On 

Thursday morning, the Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce announced they will not be 

showing their support this time around for the initiative. 

The debate is over a half-cent sales tax that would help pay for parks, recreation, and 

conservation programs across the county.  

 "After great discussion, deliberation, and review of the position and the ballot initiative, we are 

not going to support it at this time," said Susan Davenport, President of the Gainesville Area 

Chamber of Commerce.  

The Chamber said while they support parks, the money would be best used elsewhere. They 

specifically cited school infrastructure.  

Tom Kay, the chairman of the PAC, says the group was not consulted by Chamber members 

before the decision was announced.  

"We were surprised, everyone we've spoken to is in support of this. There's lots of businesses, 

lots of community leaders, lots of residents that are in support of this... so I think their position 

just runs counter to that," he said.  

The proposed tax would raise an estimated $130.2 million over 8 years.  



ISSUE:    CRIME 

7/29  Here is the house where police say Antonio Mason was shot and killed last night. He was 

holding his infant daughter in his arms at the time. She was struck by gunfire in her arm- but 

police say she is expected to recover. 

Officer Ben Tobias at GPD says investigators are working tirelessly to follow any leads in this 

case. Tobias says, "I can't imagine what kind of person would look at a person that's holding a 

child, and be able to make the barbaric decision to hold a gun at them and pull the trigger. I just 

can't fathom that." 

Police are looking for any information on the shooting that took place on NW 4th place in 

Gainesville. Officers say there were at least two armed men wearing masks that entered the home 

and began shooting. More than 20 people were believed to be in the house; Antonio Mason was 

the only person to die from the shooting. Mason's 11 month old daughter, and another man in the 

home were injured by shots. 

Police believe the house was targeted. Tobias says, "We have reason to believe that it was not 

random. There are just a lot of different factors that our investigators are working on at this 

point." 

One woman who lives there with her mother and one year old son, is now nervous about the 

neighborhood. Pamela Simmons says, "That makes me not want to bring him around, like mostly 

take him to the park outside of this community." But even with all of the people in the house, and 

the close proximity of neighbors, police are having a difficult time getting leads. Simmons says, 

"I didn't hear nothing about it until this morning. But I already know, it's always been tense over 

there anyways." 

GPD is asking for the public's help finding leads. They're offering a 3,000 dollar reward for 

anyone with information leading to the arrest of the shooters. Stay with CBS4 and we'll have any 

new information as it becomes available. 

7/27  After searching for nearly five hours, police have a suspected bank robber in handcuffs.  

Police say William 'Kyle' Rossignol, 31, was located just as officers were breaking down their 

search perimeter in southwest Gainesville on Tuesday evening.  During the manhunt, residents 

who were at home were told to stay inside, and others trying to get home were kept off their 

streets.  

Rossignol is accused of robbing the Campus USA Credit Union on Archer Road on Tuesday, and 

the Wells Fargo on 13th St last week.  He was believed to be armed and driving a stolen vehicle.  

He's being held on $100,000 bond.  

7/20  Sexual violence is a terrible crime that haunts people in our community every day. 



CBS 4 reports on a new year-long program in alachua county with a goal to help victims 

overcome their pain and receive justice. 

 

The sheriff's office is working with GPD and other agencies to receive training on how to help 

victims of sexual assault. 

The Excellence in Sexual Assault Response Project is part of the the Florida Council Against 

Sexual Violence and it's a project aimed at helping law enforcement understand victims of sexual 

assault. 

"It teaches the law enforcement community how to be more victim-centered and trauma 

informed, it has a lot of information that our staff will be getting over the next year about the 

neurobiology of trauma and helps explain some of the counter-intuitive behavior of victims and 

survivors," says Laura Knudson with the Alachua County Sheriff's Office Trauma Intervention 

and Special Services.   

The Alachua County Sheriff's Office is one of four agencies chosen for this pilot project in 

Florida. 

In part, since Gainesville is a large college town, experts say it's an area where many sexual 

assaults may go unreported. 

"Most survivors don't report right away, they often report after the fact and so this will train law 

enforcement how to speak with them, how to get the evidence they need to investigate the case 

and prosecute it," Grace Frances with the Florida Council Against Sexual Violence.  

To see if the program is working, the council will keep track of all cases of sexual violence 

reported to both the sheriff's office and Gainesville Police Department. 

"Are more victims coming forward? We expect that they will, how many arrest are there, how 

many prosecutions are there," says Frances.  

On Thursday, The Gainesville Police Department will be receiving similar training on how to 

help victims of sexual assault.  

According to the Florida Council Against Sexual Violence, about one in six woman in Florida 

have been raped at some point in their lives. 

7/11  K-9 Robbie passed away on Friday after he and his handler Deputy Tommy Wilcox 

assisted the Gilchrist County Sheriff's Office in one of their investigations. On Monday, Deputy 

Wilcox was placed on administrative leave.  

"I want to make is very clear that Deputy Wilcox is not under investigation with regard to this 

incident, the incident of the dog passing away is what is under investigation. As with any 



investigation there is a possibility that criminal actions could be take towards Deputy Wilcox," 

said Lt. Brandon Kutner with the Alachua County Sheriff's Office.  

Deputy Wilcox has been with the K-9 Unit since 2003, and has had 4 K-9's in his care during his 

time with ACSO. The sheriff's office confirms K-9 Robbie likely passed away from heat 

exhaustion, after Deputy Wilcox returned home from work Friday, put away his gear, and drove 

to see his family.  

"At some point Deputy Wilcox realized that Robbie his K-9 was possibly still in the vehicle and 

not in the home, returned to the residence at which time Robbie was found deceased in the back 

of the patrol vehicle," Kutner said.  

It's not known exactly how long K-9 Robbie was left in the patrol car.  

Every K-9 vehicle is equipped with a device that automatically rolls down the windows when the 

car reaches between 87-92 degrees. There's also a fan that kicks on to cool the dog. The sheriff's 

office believes the car was off at the time of his death because none of the safety mechanisms 

kicked in.  

The investigation surrounding K-9 Robbie has been turned over to the criminal investigations 

division at the Alachua County Sheriff's Office.  

8/30  A long-time  county attorney arrested on sexual assault charges last week took his own life 

on Tuesday morning.  

A friend of Asst. County Attorney Robert Livingston called the Alachua County Sheriff's  Office 

on Tuesday morning, telling them that Livingston rented a canoe from Kate's Fish Camp on 

Monday evening but never returned.  

As deputies were performing a wellness check, Livingston took his own life.  

 "We had deputies that were on the ground here, along the creek and on the dock, and as he 

approached them, he brandished a firearm and shot himself," said Art Forgey, a spokesperson for 

the sheriff's office.  

Livingston was arrested last week charged with 2 counts of attempted sexual battery on a child, 

and one count of child abuse.  He was released from jail on $50,000 bond.  

The county placed Livingston on paid administrative leave last Thursday.  

8/25  What began as a simple maintenance request ended with a 911 call and a dangerous drug 

cleanup operation.  

Garrett Smith and another employee received a call just after 8 a.m. Thursday from a woman 

who lived in a downstairs apartment. Smith says she reported her ceiling was leaking and wanted 

the team to come by and fix it.  



Smith walked upstairs and knocked on the door before opening it up.  

 "The next thing I know I hear someone say... hold on! I'll get dressed! This place has been 

unoccupied for about four or five months so we knew no one was supposed to be in there," he 

said.  

He was shocked to find a squatter inside the upstairs apartment. The maintenance team stepped 

outside and called 911, but when deputies arrived the mysterious man was no longer inside, but 

caught on camera jumping out an open window and onto the roof of the condo.  

"Yesterday was the first time I'd ever seen the guy and today he's on our roof, it's crazy!" he 

said.  

Nearly an hour later deputies arrested Jason Hutton, 35, of Gainesville. The shock came after 

Hutton's arrest when deputies searching the area found an active meth lab inside the vacant 

apartment and a suspicious bottle in the bushes nearby. Neighbors looked on as the hazmat team 

arrived.  

"I saw him three different times in the washteria but he was not washing clothes. One time he 

was on the table where you fold the clothes and he scared me, another time he had clothes laid 

out all over the floor," said resident Marsha Thomas.  

Around 3 p.m., the team carefully dismantled the meth lab, including the bottle pulled from the 

bushes. Hutton faces numerous drug charges plus trespassing and burglary charges.  

8/26   

The deadly shooting of police officers in Dallas and Baton Rouge rocked law enforcement 

everywhere as police chiefs and sheriffs now have to look at ways to protect their officers and 

deputies. 

Back here in Gainesville all three candidates for sheriff has also been asked what they would do 

to not only keep their community safe, but their deputies as well.  

Sheriff Sadie Darnell says after these recent shootings she met with her staff to go over their 

safety.  

"One of the most important things that came out of it was the deputies indicated that they need to 

have ballistic helmets and ballistic plates in their armor, the body vest that they wear now,  we 

found from the study of the mass shootings that the majority of the shootings, the offender used 

riffle rounds, and our body armor did not protect our deputies from rifle rounds," says Sheriff 

Sadie Darnell.  

Darnell's opponent for the democratic seat Zac Zedalis wants more than one deputy to respond to 

calls.  



"Having two deputies per car, that will save money on gas and give the deputies immediate back 

up when they need it so they can operate ,  one it helps them when they drive so they're not 

looking at their computers while they drive and focus on the computer to be safe, but also  they'll 

have immediate back up when they need it," says Zedalis.  

Jack Jacobs is running unopposed as the Republican candidate. 

He says we can help protect our law enforcement by using local resources here in Gainesville.  

"One of them is a manufacturer of body armor and they pledge their support to police in times of 

need so whenever we have a crisis we're able to reach out to those local resources to help us in 

critical incidents and as I've mentioned before I have a heavy background in terrorism training 

and active shooter training and how to respond to those types of calls," says Jacobs.  

And of course it means working to get rid of the mistrust between law enforcement and the 

community. 

"The main way you do that is talk to people and every encounter that you make you have 

integrity, you portray yourself with ethical commitment and professionalism to the profession," 

says Sheriff Sadie Darnell.  

Jacobs say it'll start with training for law enforcement and residents here in Alachua County.  

"Because everybody brings a little bit of bias to the situation, whether you happen to be the 

police who is working and is stopping people at traffic stop or whether you happen to be the 

person who is being stopped," says Jacobs.  

Zedalis says he wants his deputies to learn about the community they're serving. 

"You've got to be able to take the time to talk to those people, to learn about their history and you 

learn about the fears that some people have with law enforcement and you learn about the 

mistrust that some people have with law enforcement," he says.  

This Tuesday is the primary election where you can vote for your candidate. 8/25   

Gainesville Police are sending out a common sense reminder, they want you to "lock your car 

doors." 

Police are seeing an alarming number of car-break ins all around the Gainesville area. 

About a month ago Robyn Ackerman made a startling discovery after she unlocked her truck. 

"That's when I could see the consoles were both ripped open and everything that had been in my 

truck was just dumped everywhere," says Ackerman.  



But what scared her the most was the fact that someone had stolen her hand gun. And now a 

month later, that gun still hasn't been recovered.   

"Our fear is we're going to get the phone call that that gun was used in some kind of crime  - a 

robbery, that person could be shot or worst,  could even be killed, I'm going to have to wear that 

on my conscious cause I failed and left it in my vehicle that one night," says Ackerman.  

In fact, the Gainesville Police Department reported over 450 car break-ins so far in 2016.  

And in a period of over three months, over 19 firearms were stolen from those vehicles. 

On Monday morning, police arrested 18-year-old  Jarvis Smart, a man who broke into 6 cars in 

one night. 

The Gainesville Police Department has been patrolling a number of parking lots around the city 

and they found that nearly 60% of vehicles have been left unlocked. 

And while Ackerman's car was locked when it was broken into, GPD  says many other residents 

are still leaving their vehicles unlocked.  

"You have to lock your vehicle, if it's important to you , you have to secure it and you absolutely 

have to lock your vehicle, secure your belongings, especially if it's a firearm in your vehicle," 

says Ofc. Ben Tobias, with the Gainesville Police Department.  

GPD  says they've already seen an almost 50%  increase in car burglaries from the number of 

incidents reported by this time last year. 

8/24  Residents in the small town of Melrose made a gruesome discovery just after 7 a.m. 

Wednesday.  

At the bottom of a boat ramp on Trout Street, they discovered a car submerged under water. 

Only the roof was visible.  

David Wilcox says he was near two women who were walking their dogs when they noticed the 

car, and one of the women dialed 911.  

"We came upon the car in the water and it was a very tragic scene... we quickly realized that 

there was a body inside," Wilcox said.  

Within minutes, deputies and members of the Alachua County Sheriff's Office dive team were on 

scene. 

"He stripped out of his uniform, put on his dive gear and approached the vehicle. He was able to 

confirm that inside the vehicle was a deceased body," said Lt. Brandon Kutner.  



Just before noon on Wednesday morning, the victim was identified as 68-year-old Joel 

Costantino of Melrose. His body was pulled from the car and turned over to the medical 

examiner's office. Family and friends looked on as the car, which was registered to Costantino, 

was pulled from the lake. It's not clear how long it had been there.  

"My heart goes out to the family and knowing the struggles that they might be going through, 

and everyone coming together, hopefully Melrose will come together and help this family out," 

said Wilcox.  

The dive team and forensic investigators spent nearly two hours this morning collecting evidence 

from inside the car and searching the lake for items that may have floated away. They're looking 

into how the car ended up underwater, simply calling the incident a death investigation.  

9/9  It started as a normal Thursday night for Uber driver Kyle Green as he picked up a young 

woman at a busy strip of bars on University Avenue, but it was after that when things started to 

take a turn for the worse, so he picked up his phone and started recording.  

Kyle says his passenger noticed his Trump bumper sticker right away.   

"As we're going down, we make a right on 13th and she's just starting to get more and more 

obnoxious about it, more and more belligerent," he said.  

He says he'd had enough, telling the young woman he would take a taser out of his glove box if 

she didn't get out of the car.  

"During the ride she was threatening me, she was threatening to cut me, all kinds of things like 

that because she was getting so mad," he said.  

He left her in a well-lit parking lot and ended the ride. We took the video to the Gainesville 

Police Department where Ofc. Ben Tobias took a closer look.  

"On the face of it, I think the driver did what he felt like he needed to do to get that person out of 

his vehicle, at the end of the day, Uber is a ride-sharing service but it is his private vehicle," he 

said.  

The city ordinance for Vehicles for Hire states that once an orderly passenger has entered the 

vehicle, they must be taken to their destination.  

"The key word is orderly, but what I saw based on this woman's behavior, was that in portions of 

the video she was disorderly," he said.  

Kyle says he just hopes his wild ride doesn't deter other drivers from hitting the road this 

weekend.  

9/16  Four suspects are facing charges after a high speed car chase that started in Jefferson 

County. Florida Highway Patrol had been following the silver Chevy Malibu from Jefferson to 



Alachua County. ASO deputies were able to assist in the pursuit as soon as the chase crossed the 

county line.  

Four men in the car refused to stop when being instructed by law enforcement originally tried to 

pull them over for suspicious activity, and the pursuit began.  

Lt. Brandon Kutner of the Alachua County Sheriff's Office says they received a call from FHP 

around 11:30. "They were chasing a vehicle, vehicle pursuit in excess of 120 miles an hour. 

Coming through Columbia County and into Alachua County." 

FHP says the men tried to get rid of something they didn't want police to get their hands on. Sgt. 

Calvin Long of FHP says, "Apparently they threw out a bunch of counterfeit money, somewhere 

along the pursuit. Right now all of that evidence is being gathered and the investigation is still 

ongoing." 

ASO was eventually able to lay out stop sticks to slow down the fleeing car. Lt. Kutner says, "It 

punctures the tire, and through that large hole, it allows the air to escape without completely 

blowing the tire out." 

Officials finally were able to run the car off the road using a deputy patrol car, and no one was 

injured. These men face felonies for fleeing from law enforcement, and allegedly holding and 

trying to dispose of bundles of counterfeit money.  

9/15  The Grand Jury has issued a No True Bill finding in the officer-involved shooting death of 

16-year-old Robert Dentmond. That means they believe his death was a lawful use of deadly 

force, and a justifiable homicide.  

Dentmond called 911 on March 20, and when law enforcement officers arrived at Majestic Oaks, 

they found him holding what appeared to be an assault rifle. Officers ordered Dentmond to put it 

down, and fired shots when he started backing away. The gun turned out to be replica.  

 "The community feels that there could have been other measures, like the stun gun, if they had 

shot him nine times with the stun gun, he would have been paralyzed within a few seconds," said 

NAACP President Evelyn Foxx.  

Foxx says she wasn't surprised to hear the findings, and wants to know what can be done in law 

enforcement, so something like this doesn't happen again.  

Lt. Brandon Kutner with the Alachua County Sheriff's Office says their focus is to make sure 

their deputies are well-trained in mental health issues.  

 "That we are properly prepared and equipped to deal with these issues, better than we already 

are moving forward, and we've made some great strides in mental health awareness at this 

agency and throughout the county," he said.  



The five deputies involved will soon return to patrol, while the four Gainesville Police Officers 

will remain on administrative duties until their internal investigation is complete.  

9/27  The search for a Gainesville woman who went missing back in January came to a tragic 

end on Tuesday morning.  

At different points in the search, investigators and police K9s from as far south as Miami-Dade, 

came together in Alachua County to search for Hannah Brim. Human bones, that police say are 

likely Brim's, were found in a swampy area by railroad tracks over two miles north of Orange 

Heights.  

 "The dive team found some human bones earlier today, just at this point based on the totality of 

the investigation, we do believe that the remains are those of Hannah Brim," said Ofc. Ben 

Tobias with the Gainesville Police Dept.  

Investigators would not elaborate on what exactly led them to the area, simply saying they 

gained new information after Brim's ex-boyfriend, Nelson Armas, was indicted in her murder.  

After the remains were discovered, officers knelt to the ground in prayer, knowing they could 

soon bring the news to Hannah's family.  

"Though it's a sad day we're happy to know that we can bring some sort of closure to the family," 

said Lt. Brandon Kutner with the Alachua County Sheriff's Office.  

The medical examiner is investigating and trying to confirm the remains are Brim's, and the 

cause of her death.  

ISSUE:  POLITICS 

7/28   The August 30 primary election is just around the corner and so is the deadline to register 

to vote or change your party. 

"It's not too late to register to vote or change your political party. It's as simple as coming down 

the elections office and filling out a form," said Supervisor of Elections, Pam Carpenter.  

One resident says he made the trip down to the elections office because of his two daughters. 

"They're now of age and I thought it was important to get them registered," Tim Stanley said.  

With the deadline on August 1, officials with the Supervisor of Elections office say they have not 

only seen more registrations, but also more people coming in to switch parties.  

"We've seen over 6,000 changes since January of this year so it's been a busy party changing 

season," said Carpenter.  



Resident Stuart Kanofsky says he and his wife decided to come down and change their political 

party.  

"We've been Democrats all of our life, but for the last few times we voted Republican so I 

decided to go ahead and vote Republican and change our party to Republican." 

The last day to register to vote or change your political part is Monday, August 30. The 

Supervisor of Elections office will remain open until 6 p.m.  

7/22   

Michael Ragans is a big Donald Trump supporter and he says he can't wait to hear from Trump's 

family. 

"He has a great family, he's done a great job of raising them as you know, I mean the people see 

Trump's family is very intelligent, they've all gone on to business schools and do great things," 

says Ragans. 

Last night many Republicans had the chance to learn a little more about Trump's VP pick Mike 

Pence. 

"He's a good guy from what I hear, from doing some research, he seems like a good guy and I 

think he's a pretty funny,  he cracked a few jokes," says Issac Heller, a Trump supporter.  

But the biggest surprise seemed to be after Ted Cruz refused to publicly endorse Donald  Trump, 

some local Republican leaders say they have mixed feelings over Cruz's actions. 

"Ted Cruz gave a great speech about conservative principals and he did exactly what he told 

Donald Trump he was going to do, you know great for Donald Trump to give Ted Cruz that 

opportunity and great for Ted Cruz that he got up and did it,  I think the whole controversy is a 

little overblown," says Stafford Jones, Chairman of the Alachua County Republicans. 

Tonight however, most local Republicans say they'll be anticipating trump's big speech.  

"I think he's going to give a great speech regardless and I think the arena will be excited and after 

tonight's over, next week it's the Democrat's turn and then from then on until November it's a 

battle royal," says Jones.  

On Friday,  Hillary Clinton will be in Florida campaigning right before the Democratic National 

Convention.  

9/26  CBS 4  spoke with local campaigners from both parties to see what they expect in tonight's 

first presidential debate.  

Here in Alachua County at Donald Trump's headquarters, campaigner Sherrie Mcknight just 

wants to see Donald Trump be himself.  



"I think the best thing about him is that he comes out and we don't have to guess who he is today, 

who he's going to be tomorrow, how he's going to feel tomorrow, I expect him to come out, be 

on point and clarify what hestand for," says McKnight.  

At the Hillary Clinton headquarters, campaigner believe Clinton's experience will help her in 

Monday night's debate. 

"Yes she's been in Washington for a long time, but that's a great asset because she knows exactly 

how to deal with any type of problem, as secretary of state, she's dealt with every foreign leader, 

she knows them by a first name basis," says Clinton Campaigner Jake Best.  

And Best says there's a few topics he believes Hillary Clinton will touch on Monday night. 

"The economy is a really important issue, college affordability, its really important, but overall I 

just think she has the experience and the knowledge to really do the job well and she has plans, 

that's the most important part," he says.  

And When it comes to Donald Trump, Mcknight says there will be important issues that she 

expects him to discuss.  

 

ISSUE:   EDUCATION 

7/27  As the start of the school year is creeping closer, officials are pushing parents to register 

their children soon.  

Stacks of books and boxes of art supplies greeted the staff at Lake Forest Elementary on 

Wednesday.  

After spending a few years at Williams Elementary, Principal Karla Hutchinson says she's 

looking forward to having a smooth first day on August 15.  

"It's the first day of school for me as well, it's the first day for my teachers, so we have that 

anticipation.. that excitement!" she said.  

To avoid the chaos that can come with the first day, school officials are asking parents to register 

their kids in the next couple of weeks. All kindergarteners, students who are new to the district, 

or heading to a new school zone, are required to register.  

"It helps us to be prepared, we can go ahead and get your child into a class, and they're already 

on a class list," Hutchinson said.  

Last minute registration could mean delays getting into a classroom, and complications with 

transportation and bus schedules. It could also impact class sizes, forcing schools to hire last 

minute.  



"Its a nightmare for schools because they might find out they have a lot more students than they 

anticipated, so they have to hire teachers at the last minute and that's always a hard thing to do," 

said Jackie Johnson, spokesperson for the district.  

To register you'll need:  

 Student's birth certificate 

 Student's social security card 

 Proof of a recent physical 

 Proof of immunizations 

 Two proofs of residence  

All Alachua County Public Schools are open Monday-Thursday until August 15.  

7/8  Alachua County Public Schools received a 'B' for the 2015-2016 school year, under a new 

and more rigorous grading system put in place by the Florida Department of Education.  

This was the first year that both the school and district grades included student's 'learning gains' 

on the Florida Standards Assessment, the test that replaced the FCAT in 2015.  According to the 

district, 'learning gains' is the increase in a student's test score from year to year, which is now a 

major factor in the states grading formula.  

"We've done a quick analysis, and it does appear that adding learning gains to the formula had a 

significant impact on the grades," said Interim Superintendent Sandy Hollinger in a news release. 

"That was particularly true when you look at the test scores of the lowest-performing students." 

Hollinger says the district will be digging into the results to determine the best way to boost 

learning gains.  

Here's a full breakdown of each grade, released Friday morning by the Florida Department of 

Education.  

Schools that received a 'A' grade:  

 Alachua Learning Academy Elementary  

 Alachua Learning Academy Middle  

 Buchholz High School  

 Chiles Elementary School  

 Healthy Learning Academy Charter School  

 Hidden Oak Elementary School  

 High Springs Community School  

 Micanopy Area Cooperative School 

 Newberry Elementary School  

 Talbot Elementary School  

 Wiles Elementary School  



Schools that received a 'B' grade:  

 Archer Elementary School 

 Caring & Sharing Learning School  

 Fort Clarke Middle School  

 Gainesville High School 

 Howard Bishop Middle School 

 J.J. Finley Elementary School  

 Joseph Williams Elementary School 

 Kanapaha Middle School 

 Lincoln Middle School 

 Littlewood Elementary School 

 Newberry High School  

 Norton Elementary School  

 Oak View Middle School  

 One Room School House  

 Professional Academy Magnet at Loften High School  

Schools that received a 'C' grade:  

 Alachua Elementary School 

 Alachua ESchool (Virtual Program)  

 Glen Springs Elementary School 

 Eastside High School  

 Stephen Foster Elementary School  

 Meadowbrook Elementary School  

 Mebane Middle School 

 Metcalfe Elementary School 

 Micanopy Middle School  

 Santa Fe High School 

 Westwood Middle School 

Schools that received a 'D' grade:  

 Boulware Springs Charter 

 Hawthorne Middle/High School  

 Idylwild Elementary School 

 Myra Terwilliger Elementary School 

 Rawlings Elementary School 

 Shell Elementary School  

Schools that received an 'F' grade:  

 Lake Forest Elementary School  

 Genesis Preparatory School  



 7/7  Students at Buchholz High School are on day two of a three day summer camp 

program where they get to know our local law enforcement just a little bit better. Deputy 

Sheriff Teameika Trueluck feels like kids in the community don't always look at law 

enforcement in a good way... "For example if I'm in a store and I'm in uniform and I have 

a kid acting up, and that parent says look at that cop, they're gonna take you to jail 

because you're acting up. Then I have kids that are now tainted, because they think that I 

only come around when it's something bad." 

 But as the School Resource Officer at Buchholz, Trueluck had an idea to create "Cops vs. 

Kids." 

 A free three day summer camp that lets kids play games with local officers. The kids are 

allowed to ask deputies any questions they have. One camp goer says, "The little kids 

seem to have fun with it. You can tell that they go from being a little timid to just having 

a great time with the deputies." 

 Another says, "It's really good because I think it gives them a really good view of them. 

They see that they're really just cool people, they're not always serious. You could 

actually talk to them like normal." 

 Deputy Trueluck wants kids to get to know law enforcement in a more comfortable 

environment. "They come out here, they see us in normal clothes, they play sports with 

us, they have a good time, they talk a little smack, and they get to go home knowing that 

we're regular people. And if they need something, these are people I can actually talk to." 

 Trueluck says 75 kids have been coming out each day to spend time with the SRO's. This 

is the second year deputy trueluck has held the event at Buchholz, and she hopes to 

continue bringing kids and cops together. 

 

8/11  With just shy of 29,000 students, nearly 4,000 staff members and 41 schools, the Alachua 

County Public School District's budget is massive.  

Assistant Superintendent Alex Rella says the budget is broken down into three primary 

categories: The general fund, which covers teacher salaries and supplies; federal entitlement 

funds, which are passed from the state and federal government down to local schools; and capital 

outlay, for facility needs at each school.  

The $347 million the school system is allotted is carefully distributed to each school, based on 

the number of students. It's also largely determined by the state legislature.  

"They determine what their contribution is going to be to education but also what the local 

contribution is going to be," Rella said.  

After reporting an over $2 million deficit last spring, Rella confirms they have a balanced budget 

going into the school year.  

"We made some changes a couple years ago and while they were challenging, they have the 

benefit of giving us a good financial outlook for the future," he said.  



Those money-saving changes included closing the Waldo Community School in May 2015, and 

changing the makeup of support staff and administration.  

Rella says this year, around 60% of the budget is going directly into the classroom, which 

includes teacher and staff salaries and supplies.  

8/8  Local law enforcement officials stood in front of over 500 high school athletes to talk about 

not only being good leaders on the field but also in the community. 

Football players from nine different high schools packed Touchdown Terrace.  

"It's always exciting to see the presentation because you learn a lot and you can take that onto the 

football field," says rising senior Tazmin James.  

James goes to Hawthorne High School and it's his second time taking part in Project Straight 

Talk, a program using law enforcement to educate young football players about the dangers of 

substance abuse, gang violence, and social media awareness. 

This way they teens will not only be better players but students too. 

"Being accountable for things you do and grade point average and  always how that comes first 

and then you start with throwing the football field after you get it in the classroom," says James.  

And they even received a special guest..  

"You are responsible to take the student body whatever direction you want to go," says Coach 

Jim McElwain.   

Coach McElwain spoke about what it means to be a good leader. 

And State Attorney Bill Cervone says straight talk is important because he has seen too many 

court cases involving University of Florida football players.  

"I'm a big believer in deterrents, it's impossible to measure things that don't happen, but I know 

by doing things of this sort we will have some people who will pay attention and make better 

decision and keep themselves out of the court system because of it," says Cervone.  

This project addresses students before they get to college. 

"You have responsibilities both from what you do and the consequences that flow from them, 

second there's a lot of things out there that you may not be aware of that you need to be aware of 

so you can be thinking ahead of time rather than caught unaware," says Cervone. 

The second annual Project Straight Talk aimed at empowering young high school players to 

make good decisions, just in time for the school year.  



8/8  If you walk through these doors you'll be greeted by state of the art technology and 

classrooms at Williston's new nearly 35 million dollar school. 

They've been planning it for the last ten years and now it's become a reality. 

Everywhere you look faculty members are getting ready for the opening of the new middle and 

high school. 

"Our science labs have interactive desk and boards," says Principal Lindsay Legler.  

The school places a huge emphasis on applied sciences, meaning students get a chance to work 

in a hospital setting inside their health sciences class or study plants and animals in their 

agricultural science classrooms. 

"They have so much more available to them and available to the students so the students are 

going to get an experience like they've never had," says Assistant Superintendent of Levy County 

Public Schools Jeff Edison.  

The media center was even modeled after a college or university. 

"So we want to make sure we give our kids those experiences here, so to give them a leg up on 

college life when they go there," says Edison.  

School officials saw a need for a new school years ago. 

"There was no more that we could do to increase the infrastructure as far as technology needs 

and other just basic basic needs that the students needed," says Legler.  

The Department of Education helped fund the project for 34.5 million dollars.  

Williston was selected during a competitive application process for need-based schools and now 

the county is responsible for covering part of that cost over the next three years. 

And principal Lindsay Legler herself is proud graduate from the old high school.  

"The fact that moving in here, knowing the facility needs of our students and the technology of 

our students, we can bring all of that same pride and tradition over here," says Legler.  

 The first day of school in Levy County is Wednesday, August 10th 

The new middle and high school will have its official ribbon cutting ceremony on August 27th at 

10am. 

9/26  A program that sets students up for careers in law enforcement received a massive donation 

from a local company.  



The $1.2 million donation of law enforcement and duty gear was delivered to students in 

Newberry High School's Academy of Criminal Justice, a career magnet program,  by Phalanx 

Defense System's CEO James Coats.  

Ofc. Patrick Treese runs the program. He said in a quest for a new patrol vehicle to train his 

students, he reached out to Coats about a possible donation. Soon after, Coats donated the gear, 

that will be partially used by the program, and partially sold to local law enforcement agencies. 

The profits will go towards that new patrol vehicle, equipment, and scholarships for the 

academy.  

"Not only fund our patrol car but fund scholarships for the kids, for equipment that we might not 

have necessarily been able to purchase any other way without his generous donation," Treese 

said.  

Coats called it a win, win, win situation - meaning it was great for his company, the Academy of 

Criminal Justice, and the community.  

"It's my hope to get other business owners excited about doing these sorts of things as well, 

because we all have inventories that are stale, or we all have accounts that can be tax deductible, 

so we all need to give back to our community," Coats said.  

ISSUE:  CONSUMER INFORMATION 

7/26  While heading out of the police station, GPD Officer Bobby White says, "I'm just starting 

my shift, and most days when I'm just starting out, I have a few hours of daylight to get out and 

interact with the community." 

Take away the gun and the badge, and they're just regular people trying to make a difference. 

Officer White, now known as "Basketball Cop" says, 'A lot of the kids don't trust us, they're 

unsure of us, they're not sure how to take us. They see stuff on TV, they hear stuff that adults tell 

them about the police." 

Most of the kids say that when they see a cop car, it's not a good sign. But when they see Officer 

White pull up with some basketballs, and some candy, they run right over.  

One mother at Village Green apartments says, "He makes their day, he really do. Because you 

aren't going to find too many people that come out here, pass out juices, pass out snacks, play 

with the kids and stuff. Yeah, they look forward to it. That's all the kids want, to be happy." 

These kids say they consider officer white their friend. "He keeps coming around and giving us 

stuff, and playing basketball with us, and football." ...."I think he's the best officer in the world, 

because he's just so nice. He never is mean." ...."He keeps coming around and giving us stuff and 

playing basketball with us and football." 

He's been doing the same thing in his job for 9 years, but it never gained so much attention. 

Officer White says, "When this video of me playing with the kids went viral, I was really 



shocked at how many people around the world thought that it was something extraordinary. I 

was really kind of disappointed in a way. I didn't realize that so many people think that this is out 

of the ordinary." 

He says many people don't realize that so many officers do the same thing with local kids. The 

Basketball Cop Foundation has given about 50 footballs and basketballs to Gainesville cops to 

play with the kids. For more information, or to donate a ball, you can check out the basketball 

cop foundation website BasketballCop.net. 

7/14  It's been around since 2014,  but the sheriff's office says not everyone may know about it.  

They say if you can't talk on the phone in the event of an emergency, you can always text 9-1-1. 

And while the Alachua County Sheriff's Office says they prefer a call, they know there could be 

situations where you have to text. 

During the deadly shooting at Pulse Night Club, many people were texting loved ones from 

inside the club,  but they could not text 9-1-1 directly to law enforcement or first 

responders  because Orlando did not have the feature at the time of the shooting.  

"Text to 911 features would give the opportunity for communication in situations like that where 

you may not want to give away your location or you may not want to let an assailant or attacker 

know that you're present in the room," says Lt. Brandon Kutner, spokesperson for the Alachua 

County Sheriff's Office.  

According to the FCC,  out of the6,000 dispatch centers across the country, less than 700 have 

the texting feature. 

The sheriff's office says if you need to use this service start out by texting 9-11 in the subject 

line.  

"Then in the message portion the first two things that we need as a public safety agency to get 

you the help that you need is your address and a general description of what your problem is," 

says Lt. Kutner.  

John Green has lived in Gainesville for 16 years and he like many other residents didn't know 

there was a text to 9-1-1 feature in Alachua county. 

"It's a shame that the public doesn't know about it as they should, because it provides another 

resource that allows people to reach emergency services when they need it if they can't use their 

voice," says Green.  

Green says now that he knows about the feature he'll definitely use it if he ever needs to. 



"Absolutely, I know it's available and if you're not able to talk then you have to text away, you 

might find yourself hidden in the closet with an intruder looking for you so use your thumbs," 

says Green.  

But not all cell phone providers support the text to 9-1-1 feature, which is why it's important to 

check with them before texting in case of an emergency.  

Right now only the largest four cell phone carriers can support the 9-1-1 text feature and those 

include Verizon, Sprint, AT&T, and T-Mobile. 

7/12  The City of Gainesville has approved planning for new development on NW 43rd street 

and 53 Ave. This could include a drive through Starbucks, a drive through bank, and an 

Emergency Medical building. Neighbors have mixed opinions... 

Ashton resident Les Abott says, "I think it's good overall, I've been wondering when they're 

going to develop that area. But our concern really as residents here is the traffic flow in the 

neighborhood. We just don't want people to be driving through..the traffic that's going to be 

caused by the development." 

One family here at Ashton says they moved in a year ago, they learned of the new developments 

about a year ago, and they wish they had found out sooner. 

Eric Brucker says, "We already have a fire department and it goes off at times once every hour. 

Now if we had to double it up across the street with an emergency center, and you have another 

ambulance coming and going- I guess it gets a little noisy." 

The Bruckers say the neighborhood has always been quiet- it backs up to Devil's Millhopper 

State Park, and they don't want the tranquility to be ruined. 

Debra Brucker says, "We have a beautiful neighborhood, we have beautiful neighbors, and it's a 

nice neighborhood. It can make our homes go down in value. Especially the neighbors on the 

backside, they're going to see through their windows. It's like right behind them." 

The Bruckers say many of the neighbors are coming together to put in an appeal to the city, to 

stop the plans from being put into action. This appeal has to be given to the city by Friday to be 

considered.  

7/11   

Pokemon Go has taken the world by storm, everywhere you go you can see people trying to 

catch Pokemon like this Bellsprout right here in Downtown  Gainesville. 

Everywhere you look people have their noses glued to their phones. 

"That's my baby," says Pokemon Go player Olivia Ardizzone as she proudly shows her 

Vaporeon.  



Ardizzone has been a Pokemon fan since she was little. 

"Growing up, your dream was always to become a Pokemon trainer.  I know wishing like 

Pokemon was real and I  could go on these adventures, and so this app brings that to life," says 

Ardizzone.  

 Thomas Jones just downloaded the app a few days ago. 

He decided to spend his day catching Pokemon. 

"it's my day off, just walking around killing time, i don't know how many I've caught a bunch, 

more Rattats than anything," says Jones.  

And Pokemon Go has even been good for business. 

"We had 80% of our business in the last few days because of people coming in to find Pokemon 

so it's been really great," says Rebecca Friedman, a bartender at Elixir Lounge Smoothie and 

Juice Bar.  

Even though it's a fun game there have been reports all over of people getting hurt. 

One girl in Pennsylvania was hit by a car and four University of Maryland students were robbed 

while playing two days ago. 

That's why law enforcement in our area are reminding players to be cautious. 

"Pay attention to their surroundings, don't wander into areas you shouldn't be in especially if 

there's no trespassing signs," says University of Florida Police Dept. spokesman Officer Wayne 

Clark.  

And if you have children keep an eye on where they're going. 

Other can use the app to track not only Pokemon but people too.  

"You know certain stops, Poke stops that may not be in safe areas and anybody that want's to 

take the opportunity to victimize somebody, certainly can see that and we just ask that you pay 

attention to those areas and never let your children wander out by themselves," says Ofc. Clark. 

Pokemon Go is a free app and it's already become one of the top downloads of 2016.  

8/24  easy way to get around town may put you in the path of danger. Uber is just a click away 

when you need it, but UFPD is warning people after they received information about someone 

pretending to be an Uber driver this past weekend.  



UFPD Officer Wayne Clark says, "That gentleman was apparently trying to pick up females and 

was stating that he was an Uber driver and also displaying Uber drivers on the outside of his 

vehicle." 

The man was reportedly driving a gold or cream colored Chevy Malibu. He was soliciting rides 

around UF campus, but the police department says he is not an actual Uber driver. Officer Clark 

says, "At the time that people were trying to get into his car for rides, I guess they noticed that he 

was not an actual Uber driver. It got reported to us a little bit later on." 

One UF freshman says she heard about an incident on Facebook. "They're not Uber drivers but 

they had Uber stickers on their cars. Basically just this girl telling us to warn us, that they're 

trying to look like Uber drivers but they're not." 

The Uber app gives you a lot of information about your ride, which students at UF say they pay 

attention to. "I always look for the Uber tag in their front window- that it matches the description 

and their license plate matches. Cause the app sends you all of that info- so I just double check 

all of that information that you get through the app." 

UFPD says as of now no criminal activity has been reported, but they want everyone to be 

aware. The Gator Safe app is available for students to report info or send pictures if they see any 

suspicious activity like this. The Uber website also has safety information listed on it, to make 

sure drivers and riders know who they are looking for, so situations like this do not happen. 

8/17  You may have notice that University Ave is a bit more crowded this time of year. That's Kristia 

Hoffman, packing up the car and moving back to Gainesville brings mixed emotions. "It's sad to 

leave home, but it's also exciting. A new year brings new expectations, new possibilities. 

Especially as an upper class man now." 

Kristia's family lives in Florida, and her mother Patty says she's excited Kristia didn't choose a 

school too far away. "It's much better because she can still be a part of her family, because she 

has two younger sisters too. So it's nice for them to be part of the campus life and come visit. 

And she comes home, and it's awesome." 

The first day of classes for UF students is next Monday, August 22nd.  

8/11   

About a year ago, this bridge wasn't here, in fact residents had to park there cars along the road, 

just so they could get back to their homes, but thanks to a private company this bridge is finally 

back. 

For the first time in over a year, cars are driving in and out of Northeast 96th Avenue.  

Thanks to the new bridge Roxanne Macdonald's husband is on his way to the doctor's office 

today.  



"My husband has radiation every day and chemo once a week, so it couldn't have come at a 

better time or I'm not sure what we would have done," says Macdonald.  

But she remembers how it was before the bridge was re-built. 

"It's been horrible, its been absolutely horrible, I can't tell you how horrible it has been," says 

Macdonald.  

Cars were parked all along the road in front of the entrance and many residents say they felt 

trapped. 

"Just to get your groceries you'd have to put them in a wagon and walk all the way home, it 

didn't matter if it was raining, or sweating, we did it through the winter, we did it through the 

summer," says Macdonald.  

the bridge and road are not county property so when the bridge collapsed last year, the residents 

were responsible for replacing it.  

They asked the county for help, but commissioners told residents the cost would be nearly 

$670,000 to fix and they couldn't afford it. 

That's when another company stepped in. 

" A land development company out of Lake Butler, Welch & Son Land Development Inc.,  and 

he was very sympathetic and he just was very good to us," says Diana Lancaster.  

The bridge was recently re-opened and residents say they couldn't be happier. 

"It's been a big relief and especially knowing now that if we had an emergency that an 

ambulance could get out here or a fire truck so we were just really concerned about that the 

whole time we were dealing with the broken bridge," says Lancaster.  

The total to repair the bridge came out to around $40,000, which was split up among the 

residents.  

8/9  For working families, going back to school means finding an after school program that 

works for both parents and their kids. Here in Alachua County, there are quite a few options that 

won't break the bank.  

CBS 4 News visited the Boys & Girls Club of Alachua County, which offers an affordable 

program for students grades K-12.  

"We try to infuse a good amount of fun into the day, as well as the valuable homework time and 

tutoring time," said Scott Monnet with the Boys & Girls Club.  



The program focuses on academic success through homework help and tutoring skills, as well as 

leadership skills training. Each day, kids are encouraged to play organized sports and participate 

in activities that promote fitness and making healthy choices.  

"We're an outcome-based program, we measure everything we do here from the beginning of 

school to the end of school, so the kids are going to see success," said Monnett.  

If you're looking to stay within the district, every elementary school has an extended day 

enrichment program, as well as the 21st Century Program which is offered in 12 schools.  

"The key is for parents to start registering and asking about those programs now, because the 

spaces do fill up very quickly," said Jackie Johnson, spokesperson for the district.  

Additional programs that offer after school transportation and extended hours include:  

 YMCA of North Central Florida  

 O2BKids!  

 Sun County Sports Center  

 Gainesville's After School Program  

 

8/9  Tuesday night the county commissioners will be voting on whether or not to allow 

sheriff deputies the option of giving out fines for those found with a small amount of 

marijuana. 

The county commission believes this move could help tax payers. 

"You look at the cost to incarcerate,  to treat for minor marijuana uses,  it actually just 

doesn't make any sense and so this will give law enforcement another tool in their tool 

box to just issue a ticket instead of having to arrest somebody," says Dist. 4 

Commissioner Ken Cornell.  

The proposed ordinance limits up to three citations per person caught with less than 

20grams of pot and the county says the person receiving the citation can either pay the 

fine or do community service instead of going straight to jail. 

"And then having a record associated with that,  which impacts not only their personal 

lives but the tax payers who are funding the cost with that," says Cornell.  

But the sheriff's office say an ordinance like this isn't necessarily needed. 

Even now about 90% of their misdemeanor cases involving marijuana do not end in an 

arrest. 

"We have several situations in place right now that are very effective, deputies and other 

law enforcement in the area can choose to make a sworn complaint, they can do a notice 

to appear, they can simply give a warning, so all those are working very well," says 

Alachua County Sheriff Sadie Darnell.  

 And they say marijuana is still an illegal substance in Florida that can have harmful 

effects. 

http://www.edline.net/pages/ACPS/Departments_Programs/DepartmentsAF/D_thru_F/EDEP__Extended_Day_Enrichment_
http://www.edline.net/pages/ACPS/Departments_Programs/DepartmentsAF/D_thru_F/EDEP__Extended_Day_Enrichment_
http://www.ncfymca.org/
http://www.o2bkids.com/
http://suncountrysports.com/
http://www.gnvasp.com/


"The level of THC is very very potent these days and can have some unintended 

unknown consequences to one's physical health whether or not their brain is developed 

depending on how young and how often they smoke it and truly anything you inhale if 

not good for you," says Sheriff Darnell.  

Other cities that have recently adopted a similar policy include Tampa, Daytona 

Beach,and Orlando. 

9/9  A special ceremony was held at the First Baptist Church in Lake City Friday morning to 

remember those who lost their lives  on 9/11. 

It's been 15 years since the deadly terror attacks hit U.S. soil. 

Many like Pam Howland, who works in Lake City, will never forget the images they saw. 

"Everybody cried and hugged, how could this happen to us, we're a great nation," remembers 

Howland.  

The shock was felt throughout the country and even here in Lake City. 

"The silence that went across our little town,  it was just like tragic you know," says Howland.  

But even now as Lake City remembers the lives lost 15  years ago, there's another generation 

now - many who were too young to remember or some who weren't even born yet 

"That was definitely an event that needs to be instilled in our young people," says Chief of Lake 

City's HAECO Fire Brigade, Jerry King.  

Howland says these ceremonies are important because as time goes by she feels like younger 

people are starting to forget.  

"I'm sure in the public school system,  it's not being taught about 9/11 as strong as it should 

be,  so yeah I feel like it's really starting to weaken," says Howland.  

And  Fire Chief Jerry King says it's important that the younger people remember the soldiers that 

are still fighting. 

"We still need to realize we are at war with the radical terrorist and they have no compunction 

what so ever to kill and destroy everything that we stand for," says Chief King.  

And while Lake City pays tribute Friday,  the rest of the country will pay their respects on 

Sunday.  

9/8  An area food bank put their resources in Williston on Thursday to help residents in the more 

rural communities.  



Like a well-oiled machine, nearly 30 volunteers unloaded pallets of water and boxes of food 

from a massive box truck. They then quickly bagged selections of meat, dairy products, baked 

goods, fruits, and vegetables, to give to the 150 people waiting outside of the Masonic building 

in Williston.  

"It's just the normal everyday people because you can't put a face on hunger, you have the 

elderly, you have the young mothers with children, you have the people who are out of work," 

said Loretta Griffis with Bread of the Mighty Food Bank.  

The line started building early Thursday morning, while the parking lot was packed by noontime. 

One of the faces here for the first time was Donna Turcer, a Steinhatchee resident, who lost 

everything in Hurricane Hermine. The restaurant she works at was flooded in the storm, leaving 

her out of work until it's repaired.  

 "Right now we have food on our shelves, but if we don't have work for 4 to 6 weeks and we're 

not eligible for food stamps or unemployment, our cupboards aren't going to have anything in 

them in a month," she said.  

The next mobile food pantry will be held next Wednesday in High Springs. If you know 

someone who needs food assistance, call Bread of the Mighty Food Bank at (352) 336-0839.  

9/23  There are some major road closures this weekend on I-75.   

It's part of a 23 million dollar resurfacing project of the interstate. 

But a national study suggests despite all the projects aimed at making roads safer, Florida roads 

are still pretty dangerous. 

Mick Bailey has been a truck driver for thirty years.  

He commutes from Tennessee to Florida all the time,  but just a few days ago he was almost 

involved in an accident. 

"Instead of slowing down and getting over on the other side of the lane,  they'll try and get in 

front of you,  and it's like why are you doing this? And then all of a sudden they'll jerk in front of 

you and they hit their brakes and someone else in front of them hit their brakes and then you're 

on your breaks to trying to stop,  to keep from hitting them," says Bailey 

The trouble usually begins in construction zones. 

"A car cuts us off and you know people need to slow down and pay attention I think," says 

Bailey.  

The 22nd Annual Highway Report was published Thursday by the Reason Foundation and 

according to the report Florida highways ranked 35th  when it came to fatalities. 



The Florida Department of Transportation is aware of the study. 

"Tallahassee is doing it's best to look into that and do some research to find out exactly what that 

study entails," says Troy Roberts, spokesperson for FDOT.  

Drivers like John Tuite from Tampa agree that sometimes I-75 can be hazardous. 

"Like something that struck me was that the highway was unevenly paved right in the middle of 

the road so it seemed kind of dangerous to drive on," says Tuite.  

And FDOT says they're still working on a number of projects to help make the road safer in 

Florida.  

The northbound I-75 on-ramp at U.S. 441 will close this Sunday from 11 pm to 5am for paving. 

It'll re-open on Tuesday. 

9/23  Dozens of residents came out Thursday evening  to take part in Gainesville's first ever 

"Welcoming Week."  It's a week long event designed to take in all people from different 

religious and cultural backgrounds. 

Welcoming Week is part of Welcoming America, a national organization created to bring 

together U.S. born citizens and immigrants, and now Gainesville has become  part of the 

welcoming family. 

"Find out what are their needs, how can we serve them,  how can we raise awareness about their 

situation," says Paula Roetscher, the Executive Director of Welcoming Gainesville.  

Gainesville is already a diverse community, which is another reason why Mayor Lauren Poe says 

it's only natural that it become a welcoming city. 

"It fit so much with who we are and our values and so I think it was such an easy transition to 

institutionalize and make legitimate what we already feel and believe in Gainesville," says 

Mayor Poe.  

But not all residents were here to show their support.   

"It is Obama's back door, unconstitutional amnesty for illegals and this is bringing in refugees 

that will get full benefits, Americans are not informed, but yet they will be fully funding this 

program," says one woman who wanted to remain anonymous.  

Welcoming Gainesville aims to change that by tearing down some of the barriers and 

misconceptions about immigration. 

"People will say things like immigrants just live off of welfare, the state has to give them money, 

it's tax payer's money and that is not the case at all, immigrants really contribute in the 



workforce, they make a life here and there's so dedicated and so diligent about that," says 

Roetscher.  

And Welcoming Week is a national event that's celebrated by over 100 cities across the country.  

9/21  A Clay County student was asked by school officials to remove a Confederate flag from his 

truck and CBS 4  asked school officials  in Alachua County what they would do if faced with a 

similar situation. 

"Certainly in a school setting, the wearing or bringing of a Confederate flag certainly has the 

potential to cause disruption," says Jackie Johnson,  Spokesperson for Alachua County Public 

Schools.  

On Monday Robert Martin drove his brand new pick up truck to school - only it was decorated 

with a Confederate flag. 

"Where I was born, where I was raised, that flag will always stay up, it ain't coming down," says 

Robert Martin, a  Clay County student.   

But the Clay County school district fired back 

"They pretty told me that I could suffer a referral every time I showed up to school with it on my 

truck," says Martin.  

The school district  allows self-expression, but say other students complained about flag.  

According to the county's school policy, Martin was asked to remove the flag to prevent any 

potential disruption. 

Just 50  miles away in Alachua County, school officials were asked what they would do if a 

similar case happened here. 

"We don't have a specific policy that says you can't wear or bring a Confederate flag on campus, 

we do have a couple of policies that say you can't wear or bring anything on campus that has the 

potential to cause disruption," says Johnson.  

Martin even gave up his school parking pass so he could keep flying the flag and he says he's just 

expressing himself. 

"I'm not racist at all, that flag does not stand for racism," says Martin.  

At this time the teen says he will continue to display the Confederate flag and park off of school 

property.  

9/16  Florida Representative Keith Perry publicly addressed his involvement in an escalated 

incident from Saturday for the first time. Perry says, "What turned out as a simple disagreement 



over a campaign sign, certainly escalated to where we are today. And for my involvement in that 

escalation, I want to apologize. Certainly I could have acted better, and should have acted better. 

And for that, we learn from our experiences." 

Perry explained his side of what happened, when he saw a parking attendant removing one of his 

campaign signs from a supporter's lawn. The homeowner, a Perry supporter, wanted the sign up. 

The parking attendant took it upon himself to remove it.  

Perry says, "There's three things that happened, and these are clear from the video. One is, Mr. 

Leppla, came out, physically bumped me and pushed me backwards. My hands were up, I didn't 

want to have any of that confrontation. He came back out again, he leaned in, he spit in my face, 

and I reacted by pushing him away, to make sure that didn't happen again. I wiped the spit off 

and I left." 

Perry explained the initial argument was over the sign, but said he didn't back down after Leppla 

hurled what he called "vulgar insults" at his wife. Leppla filed a complaint with GPD after the 

incident. 

On Wednesday, Leppla withdrew that complaint. The matter is now in the hands of the State 

Attorney's Office, and unless they decide to prosecute, the matter is over. 

 

ISSUE: SAFETY 

7/19   

ATVs can be a lot of fun,  but they can also be dangerous, which is why we spoke with a local 

expert on how to stay safe before going for a ride. 

They're loud, fast, and they're loved by many off-road motor enthusiast. 

But ATVs have also led to a number of accidents. 

"Basically just speed and going conditions that are not favorable for riding that machine, I mean 

side hills, things like that, running through fields, if you don't know what's in the field, 

obstructions, a lot of that stuff happens," says manager Rob Beers of Solano Cycle of Gainesville 

Scooters & ATVs.   

And riders should never have multiple passengers on board.  

"There's only supposed to be one person on the four wheeler, if you have multiple people on 

there, I mean that's a difference in weight, a difference in rider weight," says Beers.  

On Monday an ATV crash claimed the lives of two women from Lake City, while a third 

passenger had to be taken to the hospital. 



That's why experts have tips on how to stay safe. 

"Most importantly, wear a helmet, that's like the biggest thing, there are other safety apparel, 

gloves, boots, chest protectors,  that's when you're going to do some serious riding, says Beers.  

And you should also never let kids under 16-years-old ride an adult ATV. 

"Riding larger four-wheelers that they should not be riding, I mean they're too small, if that was 

to fall on them, it would crush them," says Beers.  

Other tips include staying off paved roads and getting training from an instructor especially if 

you're new.  

Since 1982 over 400 people have died in an ATV related incident and Florida ranks 6th in the 

country when it comes to the number of people who die from ATV accidents. 

7/4  At least 30 boats decked out in red white and blue gathered for the annual Lake Santa Fe 4th 

of July Parade. 

"There's even this one family that has numbers and ranks the boats as they're driving by, it's a 

really creative way to bring the community together," says Deputy P.J. Mauldin, a member of the 

Marine Operations Unit with the Alachua County Sheriff's Office.  

And although it is a lot of fun, the sheriff's office stays close by in case anything does happen.  

"We want to make sure that someone isn't jumping in and out of the parade and putting people in 

danger," says Deputy Mauldin.  

And since July 1st, 2016  ASO has been handing out red safety decals for vessels that pass a 

safety inspection such as having a life vest or a fire extinguisher on board. 

"We don't want to go out there and bug people, but we want to make sure they have the proper 

safety equipment," says Deputy Mauldin.  

In fact Deputy Mauldin says the easiest way to keep everyone safe.. is to make sure the right life 

jackets are on board. 

"I'm pulling up on a boat and they have an adult life jacket for a child, once that child falls into 

the water, they're gone, that adult life jacket is not going to hold that child so they need to have 

proper flotation devices for a child of that size," says Mauldin.  

Other equipment they're checking for includes: 

Noise making devices, throw-able flotation devices and flares in case a boat becomes stranded at 

night. 



Scott Bryan  was out enjoying the 4th of July with his family when received his decal after doing 

the safety inspection. 

"They see the sticker, they don't see anything crazy going on the boat, they're just going to get on 

their own way," says Bryan.  

Another boater, Mark Ward also took part in a safety check.  

And Ward says he was glad to know his new decal will let others law enforcement officers know 

his boat is safe so he doesn't get stopped multiple times. 

"When the man's out there with three hundred or four hundred boats out to patrol he can look at 

ours and say oh they've at least been there recently so I appreciate that sir," says Ward.  

But ASO can still stop those they suspect are drinking while operating a boat or are driving 

recklessly and putting others in danger. 

ASO officials say they've been giving out a number of safety decals all weekend and  if you do 

own a recreational boat don't be afraid to ask a deputy out on the water for your free safety decal 

after they make sure you're boat is safe. 

Other equipment they're checking for includes: 

Noise making devices, throw-able flotation devices and flares in case a boat becomes stranded at 

night. 

8/15  Children prepared for school, and crossing guards prepared to get them there safely. Toni 

Fulton is in charge of training the new crossing guards each year at ASO. "It's so important 

because the children are so important. They're our future, and we need to teach them now how to 

cross the road safely, and how to be safe." 

They discuss dangers at crosswalks- what to be prepared for- and when to let children cross the 

street. After the classroom session, the new crossing guards hit the streets to practice real life 

scenarios at crosswalks. Wayne Williams was the 2015 Crossing Guard of the Year who says, 

"It's very important because you know you have your life in your hands and you have the kids 

lives in your hands at the same time." 

ASO considers these crossing guards liasons to the department, and they can report issues. 

Deputies will also be monitoring school zones and crosswalk areas during the beginning of the 

year. Anyone caught speeding can get a fine of 150 to 600 dollars. Failing to stop for a school 

bus, or passing one by, can result in a 200 to 300 dollar fine. 

7/14  With only one major retail store, east Gainesville has been struggling to attract new 

businesses for decades.  



Dozens of empty storefronts littered between homes on Waldo Road in Gainesville. Realtor 

Rodney Long has had his storefront on the east side since 1998, and has seen many small 

businesses come and go.  

"It's been that way for awhile, but it's good opportunities for land. Businesses that want to come 

in and assemble land and be able to put free-standing buildings or different types of buildings," 

he said.  

Commissioner Charles Goston has been trying to recruit businesses to District 1 since he was 

sworn in last year. He's now turned to the Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce for help.  

"It's an initiative that we started because it's overdue, it should have been done fifty years ago," 

he said.  

The Chamber is creating a business council that's specifically for District 1. It's aimed at helping 

new businesses choose east Gainesville and address issues that could hinder growth. 

"We think businesses are going to be interested in being part of the District 1 area when they see 

some of the activity that's already under way, some that is on the way already, and that becomes 

a story where success begets success," said Susan Davenport, President of the Gainesville Area 

Chamber of Commerce.  

Goston says he's been in talks with numerous companies that are eyeing locations on the east 

side of the city.  

"We have hotels that are interested in the Waldo corridor, we have restaurants that want to come 

and we want them to come," he said. "We have businesses that want to come, and existing 

businesses that want to expand to the east side." 

Long says the city and county commissions have laid the groundwork for businesses to move to 

the area, and now it's just a matter of time.  

"I anticipate its going to be a hustling, bustling place in the next five to ten years," he said.  

7/4  Fourth of July is a fun holiday for many but for your four-legged friends it can be very 

stressful. 

We have tips on what to do with your pets this 4th of July. 

Doctor Alan Waldman owns two basset hounds. 

And while he enjoys the 4th,  it's not a holiday his pets look forward to. 

"The usually find a place to hide they get very frightened at just plain fire crackers, the larger 

sounding fireworks they'll actually hide and shake," says Dr. Waldman.  



But experts say every pet is going to be a little bit different. 

"Sometimes all they need to do is be close to mom and dad so some animals as long as they are 

staying close to where you are can feel a whole lot better, some animals need to hide so for some 

animals being inside in the center of the home can make a big difference and can make them feel 

a whole lot comfortable," says Dr. Christopher Ziegler, a veterinarian at Town and County 

Veterinarians.   

There are even anxiety medications that can be used.  

"We use medications very similar to those used in humans so Xanax and Prozac are things we 

can turn to if we absolutely have to," says Dr. Ziegler.  

Make sure to keep un-used fireworks or duds away from pets at all times. 

"Making sure that your dog is monitored outside as well as inside so making sure that they are 

being watched and can't get into that potentially cause them significant problems or significant 

injuries is always going to be a good idea," says Dr. Ziegler.  

And if your pet accidentally ingested any fireworks call your vet immediately. 

"We can always do things, radio graphs and ultrasound to make sure if there is any fear of 

anything happening in the stomach or anything stuck there that we don't think is going to pass we 

can turn to evaluate that," says Dr. Ziegler.  

And more pets go missing on the 4th of July than any other day of the year, which is why experts 

say you should micro-chip or property id your pet in case they do get lost. 

ISSUE:  HEALTH 

7/18   For the past week, new confirmed cases of the Zika Virus have been in the double digits 

nearly each day.  Every case, spanning across 28 counties, is travel-related but experts say that 

soon could change.  

"We don't yet have local transmission of Zika, but we anticipate that could change, as the 

summer progresses and as mosquito season progresses," said US Surgeon General Dr. Vivek 

Murthy.  

Last week in New York City, health officials confirmed a female sexually transmitted Zika to her 

male partner. In response, the CDC is altering their recommendations.  

"Our current recommendation is for men who have pregnant partners to use barrier methods or 

abstain if there's a risk of Zika transmission, and now we're going to be extending that to include 

couples where the sexual partner is female," said Dr. John  Brooks.  

Senior health officials say there are simple steps you can take to project yourself including:  



 If you're pregnant, avoid traveling to areas where Zika has been locally transmitted 

 Always wear mosquito repellent 

 Wear long sleeves and pants at dusk 

 Stay in air conditioned places as much as possible  

If you or someone you know has traveled to one of the 48 countries with infected mosquitos, 

experts say its important to wear bug spray for three weeks after returning home.  

"They may have picked up Zika and not known it, most people who get the Zika Virus don't have 

symptoms. So if they come back here with Zika and don't apply mosquito repellent, they can 

infect local mosquitos which can infect other people." said Dr. Murthy.  

Earlier this month, the Gainesville City Commission voted to allow the city manager to spend 

over $120,000 from the Florida Department of Health to battle the virus here. If granted, that 

money would be used for mosquito control programs.  

7/12  The first person to hear the screams of those in danger and who need help... 911 operators 

have a high stress job. They often hear from people who deal with mental illness, without 

knowing exactly how to handle it. But Alachua County is now training their employees in how to 

field mental health issues in calls. 911 Training Institute instructor Jim Marshall says, "Calls 

from people who are struggling with suicide. Calls from people with mental illness, domestic 

violence, and equipping them with not only the skills, but a special mindset." 

Over 90 employees at the Communications Center have to go through this three day course. 

They learn not only what to do when answering calls, but also what to do in their personal lives 

when they hang up. Marshall says, "For example, you have a telecommunication who is a mother 

herself, but she is also now taking a call from a mother who is distressed because her child is not 

breathing. This kind of call is activating personal triggers from her own life." 

Lt. Brandon Kutner of the Alachua County Sheriff's Office is also a 911 call dispatcher. Kutner 

says, "This training helps us not only deal with the crisis that the public is dealing with, and to 

help them through that. But it gives us as employees the training to help reduce the problems 

associated with dealing with those emotions internally as well." The Sheriff's Office says 

Alachua County is the first in the country to have their dispatchers go through this certification, 

but they hope others will follow. 

7/8  There are a number of people in our area that travel throughout Florida and overseas, 

making our area at greater risk with coming in contact with the Zika virus.   

Earlier this year, city officials applied for a state grant for additional funding to control the 

mosquito population  in Alachua County. There's already 4 confirmed Zika cases in the county, 

and health officials say that number is likely to grow.  

 "To date we've had 38 individuals who have returned from overseas that we know of who we 

have investigated and of those 30, 4 have tested positive for Zika," said Paul Myers with the 



Department of Health in Alachua County.  "There's no question that number's going to grow and 

what's most concerning is that if 80% of the people are asymptomatic, how many don't we know 

about?"  

That's why the health department, along with the city's mosquito control program, has requested 

$120,000 in funding to help fight the outbreak of the Zika virus.  

"For equipment, larvacide as well as adulticide when we go out and fumigate for the mosquito's, 

but also for two full time personnel which will help us monitor our light traps, which collects 

mosquito's, and we actually sift through them one by one to identify the species," said Chip 

Skinner with the City of Gainesville.  

Back in June, Gove. Rick Scott said he would spend over $26 million in state money to fight the 

Zika Virus. On Thursday, commissioners approved the city's mosquito control and health 

department's grant request for some of that state funding. Now, officials are waiting on approval 

from the state.  

7/7  Students at the Gainesville Tennis Academy are taught that when it's hot outside you need to 

stay hydrated. 

"Usually you should drink a couple sips of water after two matches a game," says Rommel 

Garcia, a Gainesville Tennis Academy student.  

Throughout the day the kids are told to drink lots of water.  

"Water break every 10 to 15 minutes based on the drills and each drill they need to come in 

through the misting fan, they wet themselves down and drink cold water right out of the big 

Gatorade jug,"  says Jade Park, the Dir. of the Junior Tennis program at Gainesville Tennis 

Academy.  

And the tennis instructors  introduce fun games to help to make sure the kids are learning and 

staying cool. 

"We toss the water balloon high, it is filled with fresh cold water and it helps them focus on the 

serve and gives them a nice splash," says Park.  

During the hottest part of the day the kids get to cool off and go to the pool. 

"For the little ones we have a splash pad and they are having fun for two hours and after that we 

have a break and start tennis again," says Park.  

The Alachua County Health Department says to watch out for the following heat related signs 

"If you're feeling dizzy or you start getting a headache of if you start feeling short of breath a 

different way than you normally do when you're being active or nauseous, any of these things 



can be early signs of heart exhaustion or heat stroke," says John Gonzales, with the Alachua 

County Health Department.  

If you start to feel any of these signs they recommend taking a break from the activity.  

And if anyone passes out from the heat they need medical attention immediately as it could be a 

sign of heatstroke. 

And to protect yourself: 

Drink lots of water. 

Stay away from sugary drinks. 

Wear light weight clothing. 

The health department also stresses to never leave children or pets in the car, not even for 

minute. 

The temperature can rise and become deadly very quickly.  

8/19  In an era where many kids have access to smartphones, it's a term that makes parents 

nervous.  

Dr. Michael Jaffee with the Department of Neurology at the University of Florida says blue light 

is not a bad thing, it just comes down to timing.  

"The blue light suppresses the melatonin that's naturally released in our brain, the melatonin 

signals to us that its time to go to bed," he said.  

So when it's time for bed, it's important to avoid blue light completely. Jaffee says it's because 

special neurons in our eyes that are sensitive to blue light link to the part of our brain that control 

circadian rhythm, so too much exposure before bed can suppress that natural cue that it's time to 

sleep.  

"We're learning that teenagers in particular have a biological predisposition for having that 

delayed phase, where their body wants them to stay up longer and being able to sleep in later in 

the morning," he said.  

Based on this research, the American Academy of Pediatrics is even recommending to school 

systems to not start any earlier than 8:30 a.m. So it's important for teenagers and even young 

adults to put their phones down at night.  

"We do know that it's a very low level of light that's enough to suppress melatonin, basically 

twice the brightness of a night light is enough to do it," Jaffee said.  



Blue light can have a positive effect too, when it's time to wake up and start the day.  

"In the morning, it's actually something that's more stimulating, this is something used by shift 

workers to help increase their performance, and it's something used to help combat jet lag," he 

said.  

It's also being used as a therapy for people who are having  trouble with the timing of their sleep 

cycles.  

8/8  As summer comes to a close, it's time to get ready for the early-morning alarm clocks and 

school bus schedules.  

The latest research released earlier this summer shows that it's normal for preschoolers to sleep 

as much as 13 hours a night, and teens need anywhere from 8-10 hours to be alert the next day.  

"It's much harder to make yourself go to sleep early than it is to stay up late, so we're kind of 

fighting upstream against circadian rhythm, so we have to move the sleep onset and offset times 

back gradually," said Dr. Mary Wagner.  

Dr. Wagner says to see what time your child is waking up naturally, then gradually move their 

wakeup time earlier and earlier. Also, now is the time to create a bedtime routine that signals the 

brain that it's time for sleep.  

"Good bedtime routines include a bath, so as the body is cooling it shows its time to sleep, and 

reading at bedtime is very important," Wagner said.   

For kids who just don't want to go to sleep, it's important to stand firm with a strict bedtime, and 

stay away from electronics or eating right before bed.  

"We don't want our kids to go to bed hungry, they might want a light snack before bed, but we 

don't get up in the middle of the night to have snacks, because snacks reinforce wakefulness, just 

like exposure to light reinforces wakefulness," she said.  

For teens, doing homework before it's time for sports and work in the evening, will make it so 

they can get into bed earlier and feel rested in the morning.  

It may be tough to keep preteens and teenagers from napping as they're getting used to waking 

up early again, but Wagner says if its necessary to take a nap, make sure to limit it to just 20 

minutes. 

8/4  Today Governor Rick Scott announced free Zika testing for pregnant women will be 

available at all county health departments. It's the latest effort to try and control these numbers. 

"This is a healthcare crisis of enormous proportions." 

Governor Rick Scott held a roundtable discussion in Tallahassee today, to work on prevention 

and control of the Zika virus. 



Senator Bill Nelson also shared his thoughts. "14 cases that were locally transmitted in Miami, 

now the ability to spread. A person that has it leaves Miami and goes elsewhere. A mosquito 

bites them, and then that mosquito transmits the virus to the next person that it bites." 

As of today, no new local cases have been reported. Keeping the total at 15 cases 

statewide.  Scott says "while this is good news- and proof that our education and mosquitos 

control efforts are working- we will not become complacent and will continue to aggressively 

fight against the Zika virus." 

The Zika outbreak has caused a spike in bug repellant sales. But people are being warned about 

scams. Some of the most outlandish are tiny wristbands and animal faced stickers. Government 

officials have called these useless at protecting against Zika 

8/3  According to the National Alliance on mental illness, nearly 1 in 4 people killed in officer-

involved shootings has a serious mental illness. 

which is why is why the Gainesville Police Department is one of 2,700 agencies that use Crisis 

Intervention Teams (CIT) in certain situations to increase the odds of a peaceful  

resolution. 

Police officers come in contact with people suffering from mental illness every day and at GPD 

they undergo special training in dealing with people who maybe going through an emotional 

crisis. 

"It gives them an alternative to taking them to jail, using force sometimes if they're more able to 

sort of just communicate on a human level and to just de-escalate the situations that may 

otherwise end in violence or arrest," says Laurel Nesbit, a coordinator with the Alachua County 

Crisis Center.  

Nesbit works with officers in the CIT training using realistic scenarios. 

"That gives the officers a really good opportunity that,  oh if I do try this de-escalation skill, this 

is how it may actually work in the field," says Nesbit.  

Tuesday afternoon, GPD even used their CIT personnel to make contact with John Faunce, a 

man who had barricaded himself in his apartment after threatening someone with a bat. 

"Thankful our CIT officers have that training and our officers have that kind of training to 

understand how to deal with these people without making the situation worst," says Ofc. Ben 

Tobias.  

They eventually made contact with the suspect and brought him into custody. 

GPD has over a handful of CIT trained staff members that can respond to incidents like that. 



"So there's been many times where we've received calls that someone is suicidal or thinking 

about hurting themselves and we have a CIT officer who can respond to that incident and be able 

deescalate it without any kind of force and get that person the help that they need," says Ofc. 

Tobias.  

Now the Gainesville Police Department says CIT training doesn't always work depending on the 

situation but they do consider it a valuable tool and one that keeps the public safe 

CIT training has been used in Alachua County for the last 10 years. 

8/2  For nearly a decade, Alachua County students have been able to get the FluMist right at their 

school as a part of the county's Control Flu program.  

Paul Myers with the Department of Health says the county had a record-breaking season last 

year, vaccinating over 14,000 students.  

"Each year in Alachua County you can expect about 120 hospitalizations and about 38 deaths 

attributed to the flu in the county, and we've been able to reduce those numbers by about 90 

percent," he said.  

But this year, due to changes in CDC guidelines, students will be saying goodbye to the nasal 

spray, and hello to the traditional flu shot.  

"Realistically I do think that we're going to experience a drop off in vaccination rates," Myers 

said.  

Which could mean more cases of the flu in both kids and adults, if parents don't push their young 

ones to get the shot.  

"Then they're in school and they're giving it to their school mates and then they go home and 

they give it to mom, dad, grandma, baby brother... and that's how it spreads throughout the 

community," said Dr. Kathleen Ryan with the Control Flu program.  

Parents will be asked to come to their child's school for grades K-2 if they opt for their child to 

get a shot. To make it easier for parents to attend, the Control Flu program will be offering 

additional clinics after school.  

9/9  Before Hurricane Hermine hit, Governor Rick Scott came to Alachua County to explain the 

impact the storm might have on Zika numbers. Now an expert at UF is explaining why those 

numbers are continuing to rise. 

Dr. Sadie Ryan is an expert at UF, who studies the effect of different climates on different 

mosquitos.  She says the rain from the hurricane probably isn't causing a rise in Zika carrying 

mosquitos, because Florida regularly deals with a lot of rain. However, the debris from the storm 

very well could cause an increase.  



Ryan says, "It wouldn't have created many more breeding sites, except where debris has fallen. I 

think that that's sort of the key part of this. The debris will leave more breeding sites. And they 

can breed in as little as half a teaspoon. So, a piece of debris that's rolled off of someone's house, 

or some piece of tree that's blown over that has enough of a cup to create a breeding site, that's an 

additional concern." 

Dr. Ryan says as long as people to continue getting rid of water that builds in small cups or 

flower pot saucers, and other areas around their homes, the breeding should not drastically 

increase. 

CBS4 News will keep you updated on the Zika numbers from the Florida Department of Health. 

ISSUE:  WEATHER 

9/1  "We're going to have a storm," says Governor Rick Scott to the Alachua County Emergency 

Management team today. A storm with the potential for tornadoes. 

Scott warns people, "Follow the news. Have a battery powered radio in case we lose power so 

you can follow. If we are going to have a tornado it's going to be very important that you have 

that. Three days of water, three days of food. If you need medicine, make sure you have your 

medicine." 

Major General Michael Calhoun of the Florida National Guard says, "Being prepared long 

enough to allow us to get to you to help you. We have engineers, aviation, transportation, special 

forces, and zodiac bolts, to go out and help and assist. But we need you to make that initial plan 

to be prepared, so you will not be trapped. 

Sheriff Darnell says local law enforcement is also taking precautions. "I ask you to take it 

seriously. If nothing else, if we are spared from any major damage or major harm, then it's been a 

good drill, good training. That's what we do in law enforcement all the time. We prepare, we 

train, and we get ready for anything that may happen." 

The Governor is also recognizing Zika issues, which could worsen as a result of the weather. 

"We are going to have to have standing water after this storm. The goal is to quickly get rid of all 

that standing water. Get rid of it before the storm and after the storm. If you do that we're going 

to have fewer mosquitos and we'll have less chance of additional cases of Zika." 

CBS4 will keep you updated as the storm comes closer.  

Bronson Elementary School Principal Cheryl Beauchamp knows the drill. When it's time to open 

up storm shelters, her school is often chosen as the location for special needs residents and their 

families.  

Staff members at Bronson Elementary School have been setting up and preparing to open their 

doors at 8 a.m. Thursday.  



"Things like extra bathroom supplies, toilet paper, paper towels and all those kinds of things. 

Been working with my cafeteria staff to prepare menus for breakfast lunch and dinner," she said.  

On Wednesday afternoon, the Red Cross in Gainesville loaded trucks of supplies and delivered 

them to Levy County's main shelter located in the cafeteria of the former Williston High 

School.  That shelter opened on Wednesday at 4 p.m.  

"This is a voluntary evacuation, if there's a need for more shelters then we will certainly open up 

other shelters," said Asst. Superintendent John Lott.  

8/31  The words 'tropical storm' and 'hurricane' don't phase the people of Cedar Key too much. 

Living in a town almost completely at sea level, they're used to preparing for severe weather, 

especially during hurricane season. 

Tom Liebert is the owner of Kayak Cedar Keys, a business that will have been open for 13 years 

this Labor Day weekend. "Last storm that we had back this spring, we had water right on top of 

the deck here. Just a couple of inches, but it did come up over the deck. And I don't want boats 

floating away."  

His hopes of ringing in the anniversary with a full day of rentals might not be possible. Tom 

says, "I've talked to a couple of people that are in the hotel, motel, lodging business, and I 

understand there's been quite a few cancellations." 

He expects the rain will come and go, and cause a lag in business for no reason. "It's just a shame 

that a holiday weekend, that small businesses in a small town are so dependent on.... it'll be 

devastating to a lot of small businesses this week." 

But regardless, Tom prepares for the storm. "I'll know later today, certainly no later than 

tomorrow morning, whether or not I'll have to move everything out of here. At the very least, I'll 

clear my deck off this year." 

Other Cedar Key businesses prepare for the storm effects, which are expected to hit by 

wednesday night. Tom says, "We always put caution in front of everything else." 

**All boat ramps along the Suwannee river and south to the Inglis-Yankeetown area will be 

closed by today. Residents are asked to remove boats as quickly and safely as possible.** 

8/31  Bronson Elementary School Principal Cheryl Beauchamp knows the drill. When it's time to 

open up storm shelters, her school is often chosen as the location for special needs residents and 

their families.  

Staff members at Bronson Elementary School have been setting up and preparing to open their 

doors at 8 a.m. Thursday.  

"Things like extra bathroom supplies, toilet paper, paper towels and all those kinds of things. 

Been working with my cafeteria staff to prepare menus for breakfast lunch and dinner," she said.  



On Wednesday afternoon, the Red Cross in Gainesville loaded trucks of supplies and delivered 

them to Levy County's main shelter located in the cafeteria of the former Williston High 

School.  That shelter opened on Wednesday at 4 p.m.  

"This is a voluntary evacuation, if there's a need for more shelters then we will certainly open up 

other shelters," said Asst. Superintendent John Lott.  

The decision to close the district was not an easy one, but with high winds expected, officials felt 

it was not safe to have buses hit the road.  

Both Levy and Dixie County schools will be closed for the rest of the week.  

8/29  Tropical storms are always a concern this time of year, but even more concerning is the 

possibility of one turning into a hurricane. 

There are some things you can do to prepare, like check the shutters on your house. Next, check 

your gutters to make sure they are clear of leaves and other debris. Remove dead or damaged 

trees, especially near the house. Tree limbs, sticks and other debris can become airborne during a 

storm. 

Bring in any outdoor items like lawn chairs, as these can also become airborne or get swept away 

as well. Don't forget to prepare the inside of your home as well.  Make sure to stock up on food, 

water, and necessary items in advance.  

If your home is in a flood prone area, you may want to consider getting flood insurance as well.  

9/7  Businesses have been rebuilding after being hit by Hurricane Hermine less than a week ago 

and some of those businesses are opening Wednesday on Dock Street." 

Looking around it's a different scene from last week.  

Instead of boarding up windows,  businesses are beginning to open up their doors. 

"Spent the entire day yesterday prepping and cleaning and getting ready so we're officially back 

open for lunch and dinner today and back to our normal hours," says Dennis Gill, owner of 

Steamers Clam Bar & Grill.  

Steamers says Dock Street is one of the biggest reasons why people visit Cedar Key 

"Tourism is huge out here so we have a lot of people relying on people coming to town and 

spending money and you know putting money into the economy." says Gill.  

And next door Carlin's Steak House and Pub is also open for business. 

Michael Carlin, the owner,  says he couldn't do it without the help from others. 



"Most importantly people we've never met, strangers that have come in and have spent hours and 

hours donating materials and time to help with the cosmetic things to make the structure safe to 

be able to get in and out, says Carlin.  

And since last week he's been overwhelmed with the amount of support. 

"Its such a warm feeling to know in such a horrible time like this that people, people really do 

care about their community," says Carlin.  

Other businesses were not so lucky. 83 West was one of the restaurants that was hit the hardest 

on Dock Street and it'll take months for them to get back on their feet. 

A gofundme account has been set up to help called 83 West Hurricane Hermine Recovery.  

Others like Don Fox, the owner for Away From the World are taking care of plumbing issues 

before they can open. 

"We'll turn the water back on today hopefully and we can open tomorrow morning," says Fox.  

Dilly Dally Gally, Island Trading Post, and Harbor Master Suites have all re-opened for 

business. 

While many businesses will be reopen by the end of the week, for others it'll take weeks or 

months to reopen.  

Most of the businesses on Dock Street will be open by Friday 

9/2  After Hurricane Hermine blew through early Friday morning, some areas of Gainesville 

were left to clean up.  

Gainesville's Janivea Lewis walked out her front door on Friday morning to find her year-old car 

smashed by a falling tree during the storm.  

"I woke up, came down, and saw it had got my baby!" she said.  

With winds that topped out at 45 miles per hour, Lewis is just happy that it wasn't worse.  

"I was just grateful that it wasn't me, it wasn't my house, if it went over there it could have hit my 

bedroom it could have hit the roof and went through that way. But its just a car, it's just material, 

I can replace it... it's gonna be okay!" she said.  

It was also a scary night for Diana Holt, who narrowly escaped disaster.  

 "I was infront of my door and the tree happened to fall just before I was able to move and it fell 

about two feet from me, it was nerve wracking but my kids were out and that's what mattered," 

she said.  

https://www.gofundme.com/2mx8w4u4


Gainesville Fire Rescue responded to 73 calls and Gainesville Police answered nearly 250. No 

injuries were reported in any storm related calls overnight.  

At the peak of the storm, around 24,000 residents were without power. About 45 stoplights 

stopped working from power outages. All electricity has since been restored.  

9/1  As fast as Walmart employees could stack cases and jugs of water onto shelves, they came 

flying off on Thursday afternoon.  

"Lines very long, money center long, I've been in there for probably about an hour!" said resident 

Bobby Albertie. "Yeah it's rough, it's very rough."  

A steady stream of customers pushed their way through the packed isles, many of them after 

essentials, to keep their family safe if they lose power. The Lake City Police Department 

recommends to be prepared with five days of supplies.  

Columbia County shut down all middle and high schools as 12:45 today, prompting Jonathan 

Slater to pull his young kids out early.  

"If it's this serious we just decided to go ahead and pull them out and get prepared for it. Come to 

Walmart and get some candles and some water," he said.  

While it's not clear just how bad the storm will hit inland, Lake City is expected to lie right in its 

track. 

Sandbags are available at both the city and county Public Works Departments beginning at 8 

a.m. Friday.  

9/14  The area of Rosewood is no stranger to floods, they've been dealing with it before 

Hurricane Hermine, but after the latest storm the area has become so bad that even the county 

commissioners have been called out to try and find a solution. 

"I mean you can see that their home is surrounded by water, the mosquitoes, the drinking water, 

the septic tank are covered," says Levy County Commissioner Lilly Rooks.  

Commissioner Rooks drives past homes of friends and neighbors in her district of  Rosewood. 

It's an area in Levy County that's been dealing with flooding issues for years. 

"We have quite a few people that live in this area and this is what they wake up to every day," 

she says.  

And Commissioner Rooks has spent the past few days talking to the county's water management 

district and road department.  



"Trying to get an idea of where the lowest areas are that we could possibly drain water to," she 

says.  

Several residents have come to her about their flooded homes and she's been trying to find a way 

to fix it. 

"I think that we can identify where the water is coming from and the natural flow of it and 

hopefully come up with something to help it go to the Gulf, which is where it's trying to go," 

says Commissioner Rooks.  

But she says it's not going to be easy, the problem won't fix itself over night. 

"We got to come up with a resolution to this,  a long term fix,  not something that's just a 

temporary fix," says Rooks.  

Commissioner Rooks says the next step is taking the information that's been gathered and to hold 

a community meeting in the next couple of weeks in Rosewood to go over how to fix the 

problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



July 3 Benghazi 1 
What did not happen to 
save American lives the 
night of the Benghazi 
attack?   

Benghazi 2  Executive  Actions  
Scott Thuman breaks 
down the difference 
between executive 
action and executive 
orders.  

 

July10 Coming to America 
 There's a lot of debate 
about accepting Syrian 
refugees into the U-S..  

Afghan Air  
A fleet of aircraft 
that couldn't fly 
paid for with 
YOUR tax dollars. 
It was an Afghan 
air force that 
never got off the 
ground. 

Double Voting/Papst  
we found some ways 
where millions of 
Americans can -
legitimately- vote more 
than once! 

 

July17 Border Control 1  
We travel to the 
border of Mexico to 
see some of the most 
remote areas, and 
the dangerous state 
of the U-S southern 
border. 

Border 2  Campaign Cartoons 
we visit with one 
happy campaign 
cartoonist.. who 
shares some of his 
work during this 
presidential 
campaign. 

 

July24 The Great Escape 
When a father lost his 
son to ISIS recruiters, 
he fought back. 

Cleveland 
Scott Thuman on 
the eve of the 
convention  

Electric cars 
The government spent 
BILLIONS of your tax 
dollars to put ONE 
MILLION electric cars 
on the road by the end 
of 2015.  

 

July31 Sanctuary for  Crime 1  

illegal immigrants 
who commit serious 

Sanctuary for 
Crime 2  

 Paid leave  
Government 
workers 

Quarterly Content Report: Full Measure with Sharyl Attkisson  

Full Measure is a broadcast focusing on investigative, original and accountability 
reporting unique in today’s media.The host is Sharyl Attkisson. The show format will 
include a major investigative piece each week on topics ranging from immigration 
issues at home and abroad, government waste, national security concerns and 
vulnerabilities, whistleblower reports on government abuse and misdeeds. Full Measure 
airs on WGFL on Sundays at 11:30 a.m. ET and on WGFLDT2 Sundays at 12:00 a.m. 
ET.
 



crimes on US soil. 
Some repeat offenders 
victimize, even kill, 
American citizens. 

getting full pay, 
while on admin 
leave 

     

Aug7 Risperdal An 
antipsychotic pill 
called Risperdal made 
by Johnson & 
Johnson’s 
pharmaceutical 
subsidiary: Janssen, 
with chilling side 
effects 

Missing in Iran: 
the longest 
missing American 
in Iran 

Follow the Money: Docs 
to lunch 
Paid incentives by 
pharma to docs 

Newt Gingrich 
an intve prior 
to convention 

Aug14 Afghan Oasis hundreds 
of millions spent on a 
facility that lies waste in 
Afghan desert 

High Cost of Low 
Price oil  
Cheap prices at 
pump are costly 
for some families 

Cuba Open Borders  
New wave of refugees 

London 
Embassy Cost 
Outrageous 
cost of building 
the new 
embassy 

Aug21 Wikipedia the dark side 
of the online 
encyclopedia 

The Islands in 
South China Sea 
being build up by 
Chinese 

Panama Papers the 
report that outed many 
private accounts 

 

Aug28 Human Testing w/o 
informed consent 

Tunnel vision 
drug tunnels on 
the border 

Morocco Terrorism: how 
they prevent it 

 

Sept4 Cadillac Tax/Weinstein 
: how an unheard 
clause could cost 
families  

NATO/Thuman 
preparing in 
Estonia for 
Russia 

America’s most 
wasted:McCain’s 
favorite wasted tax 
projects 

 

 

 Sept11 Cost of Terror 
Details of what the 

War on Terror has 

cost 

Most Hated Man 
report on Anjem 
Choudare 

Lt. GenFlynn 
Intv with former general 

9/11 
closer 

Sept18 Maine Welfare 
Report on the 

governor’s effort to 

control welfare 

spending 

Chaffetz/FBI 
Intv on Clinton emails 

FBI/Hackers Sterman 
How the FBI screens 
potential anti-cyber recruits 

ITT 
folo 



Sept25 Trump 
Interview with the 

candiate 

Pres Debates/Thuman 
History of debates 

Firefighters/Fletcher 
How USDA is spending 

disproportionate $s on 

firefighting 

 

 



Public Service Announcement List Third Quarter 2016 

 

Breast Cancer Awareness – A breast cancer survivor tells her compelling story of survival and 

urges viewers to support the Susan G. Komen Foundation.  

Disability Awareness – PSA shows persons with disabilities go through their day as independent 

citizens. ABLE United makes it possible for persons with disabilities to work and save and be 

independent with less worries.  

Democracy in Action – Informs viewers that something big is happening with this years’ 

Presidential election. It encourages viewers to make sure they are registered to vote and then 

get to their polling place on election day. 

Emergency Preparedness – Don’t Wait – Urges viewers to not wait to make an emergency plan 

with their family.  

Emergency Preparedness – Wireless Alerts - The Ready PSA campaign from FEMA is designed 

to prepare American families for an effective response to whatever natural or man-made 

disaster may come next. While the country has experienced recent devastating natural 

disasters, such as earthquakes, wildfires, tornados and hurricanes, only 20% of Americans say 

they feel very prepared for a disaster. This PSA focuses on receiving emergency notifications via 

your cell phone. 

VA Make the Connection –  

 When the Welcome Fades – The PSA help’s veterans and their families realize how hard 

it can be to go back to a normal family life after returning home from military service. It lets 

them know they are not alone and how VA Make the Connection can help. 

 Crossroads – Shows a young veteran who has returned home having nightmares and 

being startled by everyday noises and packages along the road on his way to work. His boss says 

you are late again. He asks if everything is okay? The veteran says the same thing, different day. 

The boss asks if he has looked at the website? The PSA encourages veterans who are 

experiencing mental health challenges to visit website Make the Connection.net for help.  

Homeland Security – Protect Your Everyday – This PSA shows Americans from every walk of 

life just doing what they do each and every day. It talks about how sometimes something might 

happen that does not seem quite right, that it is not paranoia, it is about standing up and 

protecting our community. All the details add up to make a bigger picture. It encourages 

viewers, if they see something, to say something. 



Help Hospitalized Veterans – Lee Greenwood/Kris Kristofferson – This PSA explains to the 

viewers about the (HHV) Help Hospitalized Veterans Program. HHV provides arts and craft kits 

to hospitalized veterans with their rehabilitation and PTSD. 

National Parks Foundation – Parks – A visually exciting PSA showing how our National Parks 

are everything from natural wonders to historical wonders. Encourages viewers to, get out 

there, and find your park. 

Financial Education – Smart About Money – Gives viewers information about a free, on-line 

resource called Smart About Money, where they can learn more about personal finances. 

Texting and Driving Prevention –  

 Todd – This PSA shows our main character Todd going through is day, doing all kinds of 

goods for others around him, until he gets a text while driving. Todd picks up his phone to look 

at his text. The PSA says that is so unlike you Todd. The message ends with Stop the Texts, Stop 

the Wrecks. 

Buzzed Driving Prevention –  

Bar Math - The overall campaign hopes to educate people that consuming even a few 

drinks can impair driving and that Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving. The most recent work 

focuses on the financial consequences specifically. 

Life’s Doors – Shows a young successful business man going through his day and having 

a drink after work and then getting in his car and being arrested for DUI. This PSA explains how 

a DUI Conviction will financially cost you. The PSA continues by showing a better outcome if this 

young executive would just call a taxi, instead of getting behind the wheel. Buzzed Driving is 

Drunk Driving. 

Viral Consequences – Throughout this PSA there are a group of young ladies on their 

cell phones texting and getting pictures from a group of guys at a bar. They meet up for drinks 

and proceed to take a ride in one of the guy’s car. They are pulled over by law enforcement and 

then gets’ a DUI conviction. Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving and will cost you up to $10,000. 

High Blood Pressure – Resignation - This campaign aims to raise awareness of the 

consequences of living with high blood pressure. Audiences are encouraged to get their blood 

pressure to a healthy range and to learn how at Heart.org/Blood Pressure.  

 

Shelter Pet Adoption - PSAs encourage prospective pet owners to adopt one of these loyal, 

joyful bundles of unconditional love— whether a playful puppy, a demure cat, or a wise older 



dog —and welcome them home. Irresistible cats and dogs tell their own stories of how they 

came to be shelter pets in PSAs that encourage your community to get #Down2Adopt. 

Recycling – This campaign shows ordinary household products and how by recycling you can 
give your garbage a new life. 

Bullying Prevention – I Am Witness – This PSA shows a lonely animated character being bullied, 
both physically and on-line. It poses a question to the viewer that they can just watch or they 
can do something. It goes on to show on-line support and encouragement to the person being 
bullied. Messages of friendship appear. It ends with: When you see bullying, use this emoji to 
do something about it.  

Scam Awareness – PSA’s bring awareness to some of the most common scams, such as internet 

purchase scam, charity scam, imposter scam, lottery scam, romance scam and person-in-need 

scam. 

Foundation for Better Living – values.com – A series of kid friendly PSA’s which encourage 

viewers to respect one another and the world around us.  

 I Believe - We all have dreams of what we would like to become someday or something 

we would like to accomplish in our lifetime. Unfortunately, self-doubt can often take over, 

keeping us from realizing our dreams. The truth is, with a little hard work and belief in 

ourselves, anything is possible. "I Believe" by Bon Jovi serves as the perfect backdrop for this 

message about Believing in Your Dreams... Pass It On. 

 Homer/Loyalty - A friendly neighborhood game of baseball ends with a broken window 

and a decision to make. Will any of Spencer’s teammates help him take responsibility for the 

accident? Or will they abandon him to solve the problem on his own? The famous song “That’s 

what Friends Are for” becomes the anthem for this message about Loyalty... Pass It On. 

 

American Heart Association – Hands Only CPR – Reminds viewers the two easy steps to do, 

when they see someone has collapsed from heart failure. First call 911 then push hard and 

fast,with the palms of your hands together in the center of the chest to the beat of “Stayin’ 

Alive.” 

Selective Service – Benefits of Registration – Reminds young men who are turning 18 that they 

must register with Selective Service. PSA list the benefits they will maintain when they are 

properly registered. 



AmeriCorps – Want to Join AmeriCorps? – Viewers are shown how to sign up for volunteer 

opportunities within their state with AmeriCorps. 

Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Prevention – Excuses – PSA has celebrities giving the most 

common excuses victims give when they have been the victim of domestic violence and sexual 

assault. It encourages victims and others who are aware of someone be victimized to speak out. 

Arbor Day Foundation – It’s Your Nature Explore! – A kid friendly PSA which encourages 

parents to allow their children to safely explore the wonders of nature through various 

activities such as gardening. Growing bodies and minds grow better when they connect with 

nature. 

Stand Up 2 Cancer – PSA emphasizes the point that it takes everyone working together to beat 
cancer. Viewers are directed to www.standup2cancer.org to learn more about how they can 
join the fight against cancer. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.standup2cancer.org/
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