
AM 1220 WQUN HAMDEN, CT

QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT

January 2014 through March 2014

AM 1220 WQUN is owned by Quinnipiac University. As a part of its directive and mission statement is to

serve its city of license, Hamden, and the greater New Haven community, the station provides local

news, public service announcements, and community-oriented programming originating from the

facilities of WQUN. The station regularly schedules community guests to highlight events and issues in

the greater New Haven community through its morning program.

News:

WQUN runs weekday news at 6:06, 6:30,7:30,8:08,8:30,9:00,9:30,10:04, 10:30,11:04,11:30,12:04,

12:30,1:04,1:30, 2:04 2:30, 3:04, 3:30, 4:04 4:30, 5:04, 5:30 and 6:04 pm The newscasts include

interviews with local community leaders, compiling local stories and utilizing the Associated Press,

Metro News Source and CBS Radio Network. We also provide local traffic and weather reports.



January-March Quarterly

January

1. West Haven may call for nuisance law improvements after shooting death.

2. Meriden police held their annual memorial service for a newborn who died 26 years ago.

3. Senator Blumenthal calls for bipartisan support to restore commuter tax benefit.

4. Comptroller Kevin Lembo's new budget projections show improvement in state tax collections.

5. Physician Kenneth Robinson warns anyone outside for an extended period to cover extremities

to prevent frostbite.

6. Dr. Kenneth Robinson says to stay inside as much as possible, frostbite can set in as little as 15

minutes.

7. Hamden public work crews say wind and frigid temperatures are creating obstacles.

8. Hamden opens its warming station.

9. Hamden road crews are battling the elements with slippery streets causing an uphill battle.

10. Meriden convenience store manager to receive jail time for food stamp fraud.

11. Quinnipiac professor Dana White says to increase exercise in increments.

12. Technology is being used to perform old scams like charging job seekers to apply.

13. Economist Peter Gioia says CT's economy should improve this year especially in financial

services and manufacturing sectors.

14. Five Shelton residents have been hospitalized from a fire which displaced thirty.

15. Quinnipiac Professor Dana White suggests taking off a few pounds by gradually replacing soda
with water.

16. Dietician Dana White tells WQUN people should make simpler resolutions like replacing junk
food snacks with fruits and vegetables.

17. Connecticut gains 16,000 jobs in 2013 and economist Peter Gioia predicts more this year.

18. Wrokers riding the train saw their tax break decline by $115.

19. It takes over a year to find a job for those fifty and up.

20. CT AARP supports a program to help the unemployed over fift find work.

21. Governor Malloy names Dora Schriro as new public safety commissioner.

22. Department of Traffic spokesman Bill Seymour says truck drivers now have to comply with all

laws passenger vehicles have to.

23. Local residents with permanent medical conditions are now eligible for permananet absentee

ballots.

24. State consumer council Elin Katz says the price of electricity will rise due to the rising cost of

natural gas.

25. Senator Blumenthal wants 2 submarines built in CT every year and veterans benefits preserved.

26. Former state senator Toni Harp sworn in as New Haven's 50th mayor.

27. Toni Harp becomes the first female New Haven mayor and only the second African American

mayor.

28. Freezing temperatures push homeless to Emergency shelter on Grand AVenuen in New Haven.

29. Governor Malloy expresses concern about the coming cold and snow.



30. Governor Malloy assures people more than six hundred trucks can stay ahead of ten inches of

snow.

31. Yesterdays snow is giving way to record cold temperatures with areas dropping below zero

tonight.

32. Freezing temperatures push homeless shelter to its 100 person capacity.

33. Storm control monitor Jeff Adams says drivers should exercise caution on snowy secondary

roads and leave space between cars.

34. Storm monitor Jeff Adams says more than 800 state trucks are plowing roads this morning.

35. Meteorologist Gary Lessor says record cold of seven below from 1981 will be broken.

36. Comptroller Kevin Lembo says the states is on track to end the year with a 273 million dollar

budget surplus.

37. Temperatures well below freezing bring concerns about hypothermia.

38. Quinnipiac's Physician Assistant program head Cynthia Lord says to prevent hypothermia

andyone outdoors during zero-degree weather should dress in loose fitting layers.

39. Hamden's own Jen Hudak may win a spot on a new Olympic Team, freestlye half-pipe skiing.

40. Hamden police are looking for the shooter who fired shots outside of Slyce Pizza.

41. CT state police union president Andre Matthews is encouraged by Governor Malloys

Commissioner choice.

42. Vincent Cervoni will replace Bob Parisi as chairman of the Wallingford Town Council.

43. External state funding sources are failing to keep pace with the increased cost of business.

44. Quinnipiac Law professor Jeff Meyer has been nominated for a federal judgeship.

45. Shelton firefighters are taking donations for displaced residents.

46. Danbury mayor Mark Boughton is expected to announce he'll be seeking the republican

nomination for governor.

47. A Fairfield man accused of bringing a gun to University of New Haven is facing federal firearm

charges.

48. New Haven Mayor Toni Harp has resigned from the position of state senator.

49. State officials are calling on congress to re-instate a key mortgage tax provision that expired at

the end of 2013.

50. State representative Gary Holder-Winfield is officially making a bid for Mayor Harp's former

state senate seat.

51. Thieves are taking advantage of cold with men claiming to be water company workers.

52. Diet supplement firms reached a settlement with state and federal officials for their deceptive

practices.

53. Following a problem-plagued year Metro-North President Howard Permut will step down.

54. Governor Malloy names John Slifka Liaison to the Disabled Community.

55. Child custody case parents are calling for reform to a system they say is too long and

complicated.

56. CT senator Chris Murphy pleads with senate for the extension of unemployment benefits.

57. Temperature fluctuations from below zero to near fifty is causing pothole problems.

58. Police are looking into a series of fake emergency calls.

59. CT welcomes 83 new state troopers with the academy's 123rd graduating class.



60. New Haven's chief librarian resigns.

61. Yale has formally opened its newest building, the School of Management Headquarters.

62. Child psychologists, lawyers and lawmakers are taking suggestions to improve the state's child

custody system.

63. President Obama's approval rating seems to have leveled.

64. A New Haven man is accused of setting a car fire in Wallingford.

65. There's been a mixed reaction to a plan to add 7,500 slot machines at 3 pari-mutuel facilities in

New Haven, Bridgeport and Windsor Locks.

66. Senator Blumenthal says the Federal Rail Administration informed him video cameras will be

installed on Metro North Trains.

67. Hamden residents start the new town recycling program today.

68. Former New Haven Alderman Darnell Goldson is running for the vacated state senate seat.

69. If current house Minority Leader Lawrence Cafero doesn't seek re-election, North Branford

representative Vincent Candelora is interested in running.

70. A Milford mortgage services company is receiving a three and a half million dollar state loan.

71. After asbestos was discovered at Peck Place School, some elementary school students will get a

chance to learn at Yale.

72. Former U.S. Comptroller General David Walker is possibly running for Lieutenant Governor.

73. Former Comptroller General David Walker says CT taxes are way too high and economic

competitiveness is near the bottom in the country.

74. Members of the Newtown Action Alliance held an anti-gun rally at the headquarters of the

National Shooting Sports Foundation.

75. Milford police have closed route one due to a bank robbery.

76. Robbers have been targeting Indian families living in East Haven.

77. Chris Herb, President of the CT Energy Marketers Association, says drivers will see a reduction in

the price of gas.

78. William Dong scheduled to appear in Milford Superior court on illegal possession of assault

weapon charge.

79. A New Haven nightclub where a woman was killed is reopening under a new name.

80. Following a shooting after a high school basketball game additional police will be at two new

haven high schools.

81. A legislative task force is meeting to ensure pet shop owners are selling only healthy animals.

82. A woman hurt in the 2011 crash at a Yale-Harvard tailgate party is suing 86 members of a Yale

fraternity.

83. A building on east main street in Meriden has been evacuated after a wall collapsed.

84. State officials still working out details of brining keno to CT.

85. Governor Malloy is renewing his push for a new "benefit corporation" classification.

86. New Haven police are looking for three home invaders who locked the homeowner in his car

trunk.

87. Hamden police have arrested a man who allegedly sent sexually explicit messages to a 15 year

old.



88. The State Department of Children and Families says it'll work on developing a plan to help kids

with behavioral health issues.

89. A special hotline is available for servicemen and women returning to CT who might need help

dealing with psychological or emotional issues.

90. Republican leader Lawrence Cafero says job growth initiatives by democrats will have support

because they're originally republican.

91. A West Haven man is under arrest after bringing a gun to New Horizons School and fleeing.

92. More than 50 yale students held a rally for four fired workers to be reinstated to a new haven

food store.

93. Access Helath CT continues to make progress in enrolling CT resident in health insurance plans.

94. State energy and Enviornmental Protection Commissioner Dan Esty is resigning to return to Yale.

95. The Bridgeport school system has named Hamden Superintendent Fran Rabinowitz to lead its

school system on an interim basis.

96. Economic Develoopment Director Dale Kroop says there were more than two dozen new

businesses in Hamden in 2013.

97. To prevent power outages Ul is interested in cutting down trees within 8 feet of their poles.

98. Yale Hospital has undertaken a three hospital six patient kidney swap.

99. CT officials have testified that the national flood insurance program is broken and underfunded.

100. West Haven police have arrested a man who burglarized the same house twice.

101. Hundreds of 8th graders are spending the day at Southern CT University for the high

school fair.

102. Hamden police have arrested two registered sex offenders for failing to verify their

home addresses.

103. Employees of Newton-Foster home care in New Haven say they haven't been paid in 5

weeks.

February

1. The US senate approved a four year delay on flood insurance premiums for homeowners.

2. First Selectman Mike Freda says renovations are necessary to ensure Bailey Road school is

certified.

3. Mayor Harp proposes 6-to-6, a 12 hour period where students can stay in school to receive

childcare and greater socialization.

4. Architect brought in to establish how much it will cost to renovate and certify Bailey Road

school.

5. $492,000 left unspent from the 2013 fiscal year in Hamden.

6. East Haven republicans looking for a challenger to State Representative James Albis.

7. Governor Malloy is proposing a new increase to CT's minimum wage.

8. State plows and contractors may face up to two inch an hour snowfall.

9. The governor has ordered state employees to stay home and hopes private employers follow.

10. CT Voice's for Children's director Wade Gibson accuses CT of cutting back on funding for

children for over 20 years.



11. State Senate Republican Leader John McKinney calling for resignation of state Education

Commissioner Stefan Pryor.

12. Governor Malloy institutes soft-travel ban on tandem trailer.

13. Dr. William Petit, survivor of the 2007 Cheshire home invasion, decides not to run for congress.

14. Hamden police have arrested a man for the armed robbery of two Souther Connecticut

students.

15. Quinnipiac will match a $1 million donation to create a Polish-American Business Leaders

Scholarship program.

16. State Consumer Counsel Ellen Katz says her office saved residents money last year by

challenging utility companies' requests for hikes.

17. Black officers allege racism at the New Haven Police Department.

18. Steven Mullins going door-to-door challenging State representative Gary Holder-Winfield.

19. Governor Malloy calls for $250 million in tax rebates during State of the State speech.

20. Governor Malloy wants to make it easier for those who dropped out of college to return.

21. State House Speaker Brendan Sharkey wants tax-exempt groups to pay more to the state.

22. For the first time in 20 years...Mayor Harp did not take part in the annual start of the legislative

season.

23. Governor Malloy visits Hamden to talk about proposal to expand prekindergarten.

24. House Republican Leader Larry Cafero says the $500 million dollar surplus Malloy speaks about

isn't real.

25. Concern that CT's medicinal marijuana program is a cover for legalization of pot agenda.

26. Senator Blumenthal calls for the end of tobacco sales at all major national drug chain sales.

27. New Haven Congresswoman Rose DeLauro says one in four college students are sexually

assaulted.

28. State lawmakers ready to try again banning plastic shopping bags.

29. Woman who crashed into Hamden police cruiser has been charged with DUI.

30. Foxon Park Soda owner Jay Brancati says soda tax would be unfair, bad for his company.

31. High school students testifying in support of bill which would allow reports of sexual assault to

be made anonymously and would require schools to disclose annual allegations.

32. West Haven's $4 million dollar increased budget approved by the Board of Education.

33. State police raided an Enfield computer business accused of illegal gambling.

34. A 22 year old New Haven man has died after being shot in the first floor hallway of his

residence.

35. New Haven superintendent Garth Harries receives a 3 year contract from the Board of

Education.

36. Governor Malloy rejects 2 percent tax on soda.

37. Access Health CT surpasses goal of 100-thousand individuals signed up.

38. CT car sales rebounding since 2009 recession.

39. State Senator Kevin Witkos floating bills to cut taxes on alcohol sales.

40. Governor Malloy wants to end homelessness for all veterans in CT by 2015.

41. Firefighters have nearly extinguished a blaze at a CT power plant where a 2010 explosion killed

six.



42. Former East Haven police officers is asking for probation for using unreasonable force during an

arrest.

43. A Waterbury man faces up to three years in jail for obstructing IRS investigations.

44. Former East Haven police officer John Miller sentenced to 4 months in prison for excessive

force.

45. Meriden bank robber captured after two hour search.

46. New service form site See-Click-Fix matches people needing snow removed with volunteers.

47. Governor Malloy expected to meet new Metro North President Joseph Giulietti today.

48. US Commerce Department says CT set a new record for exports with 16.5 billion dollars worth

of products.

49. Governor Malloy calling on President Obama and FEMA for help with salt shortage.

50. Governor Malloy declares state of emergency in face of salt shortage.

51. Former CT congressman Bob Steele says he'd get rid of Keno because it attracts a demographic

with "issues".

52. Metro North president says over next 100 days plan will be made to improve customer

satisfaction.

53. Former Cook Avenue Hospital in Meriden and other downtown buildings will be redeveloped.

54. Norwich police have arrested one of Puerto Rico's "Ten Most Wanted."

55. Jake's Wayback Burger to open in Cheshire.

56. Long winter has benefits for the state's tourism and wildlife industry attracting eagles to CT.

57. Advocates for people with mental illness are hoping for more funding.

58. A new law will require motorists to remove snow and ice from their vehicles or face a fine.

59. New Haven enforces a parking ban due to snow.

60. CT becoming the 15th state to allow residents to register online to vote.

61. The Veterans Administration Hopsital in West Haven was found dirty during unannounced

inpsections.

62. New Haven Mayor Harp wants to re-appoint police chief Dean Esserman.

63. Newton officials plan to ask for an $8 million dollar federal grant to provide counseling for those

affected by the Sandy Hook shootings.
64. Business owners say minimum wage increase to 10.10 an hour by 2017 means decreased staff

and increased prices.

65. Shoreline homeowners will be able to apply for federal funds to reparid Hurricane Sandy

damage.

66. New Haven police arrested 12 men and one woman associated with two drug gangs.

67. A 23 year old East Haven man has been charged with sexually assaulting a 13 year old girl.

68. In an electrocution accident the owner and an employee of a construction company were killed

in South Windsor.

69. A woman's body was found yesterday in the CT river in Middletown.

70. State transportation officials say a $567 million dollar bus-only corridor is on budget and on

time.

71. No injuries in the collapse of a two-story commercial building in West Haven.

72. A former defense contractor charged with tring to send info to Iran has plead not guilty.



73. New Haven police are investigating the death of an 8 month old gir. It's unclear if charges will be

filed yet.

74. Foxwoods owner Steven Thomas is accused of theft of more than $177,000 from the tribe for

personal use.

75. An elderly woman was pulled from her home in West Haven, in a fire that began in the

basement.

76. A new Quinnipiac poll gives Hillary Clinto the edge in the 2016 presidential race.
77. North Haven police arrested a man for the theft of a $50,000 dollar BMW in 2012.

78. A census on agriculture shows the number of CT farms jumped 22% over the past 5 years.

79. New Haven senior citizens are lobbying for the return of a state fund which gave them a break

on rent.

80. A discarded cigarette is to blame for the Aspen Glen fire which displaced 30.

81. A 90 year old woman is being charged with negligent homicide for an improper turn which killed

a motorcyclist.

82.



March

1. CT senator Blumenthal wants honorable discharges for Vietnam Vets with PTSD.
2. Governor Malloy backs the states Open Data Portal saying residents deserve as much

info as possible.
3. Demand for new CT phone numbers has led to a new 9-5-9 area code.

4. Girl scouts stumped by fake money.
5. The Long Wharf Theatre credits community support as it celebrates its 50th anniversary.
6. Hamden police are looking for a man who tried to hold up a local store at knifepoint.
7. A Quinnipiac University expert says raising the minimum wage will have social benefits

outweighing potential harm to employers.
8. Governor Malloy expresses disappointment with Metro-North's 100-day rail service

improvement plan.
9. Governor Malloy calls universities and colleges paramount to economic growth.
10. With a budget vote on May 19th, North Haven department heads have asked for an

additional 5 million dollars.
11. Drug dealer caught in "Operation Bloodline" going to jail for 6 years.
12. Republican Tom Foley and Governor Malloy in a dead heat for upcoming election.
13. President Obama visits CT to address increasing the federal minimum wage.
14. Numerous chemicals will be tested and possibly added to the "unsafe for children" list.
15. The New Haven St. Patrick's Day parade to be detoured due to construction.
16. A Hamden man is accused of breaking into a Milford house and stealing a gun.
17. Governor Malloys proposal to give $55 from CT surplus to each resident turned down in

a survey of residents.

18.18 year old Tavares Barnes arrested for a murder last year.
19. Senator Christ Murphy proposing troubled teenager programs be barred from using harsh

physical discipline.
20. Repairs and renovations to North Haven Middle School will cost 45-55 million dollars.
21. Hamden hearing overwhelmed with disapproval for United Illuminating tree-trimming

program.
22. CT Public Interest Research Group wants products containing GMO's to be labeled.
23. Peter Lanza, farther of the Sandy Hook shooter Adam Lanza, says he feared for his own

life.
24. 3 killed in a condominium fire in West Haven.
25. United Technologies to open HQ in CT.. .but only with broader use of existing tax

credits.

26. CT senator Blumenthal taking aim at e-hookahs saying they're luring children.
27. Quinnipiac's annual baseball poll found more Yankee fans in CT than Red Sox fans.
28. A "Knockout Game" played by teens would become a felony and suspects 16 and up will

be tried as adults.
29. Governor Malloy says CT's small business express program has helped 1,000 small

businesses get started or get to the next level.
30. CT Education Association President Shelia Cohen says teacher evaluations shouldn't be

based on standardized testing.
31. The new chairman of Hamden's Republican Town Committee plans to recruit younger

voters.



32. The East Harlem explosion has left debris on Metro North tracks, suspending all service
into and out of Grand Central Station.

33. A West Haven man is facing sentencing for shaking a baby so violently the boy died.
34. Democrats in Hartford unveiled a new state-run retirement savings program.

35. CT Legislators are unsure on proposal to restrict public release of info on homicides.
36. Governor Malloy introducing legislation to strengthen CT's anti-smoking laws.
37. Wallingford supervisors to receive 2% raises, costing an additional $187,000 over 2

years.

38. A former housekeeper is suing for back pay and damages saying she was paid less than
$ 1 per hour.

39. After President Obama's appearance on Zach Gallifanakis' "Between Two Ferns"
obamacare's website traffic increased 40%.

40. State police are dishing out $132 fines for drivers who tailgate.
41. Josue Rivera found guilty of manslaughter in controversial case.
42. A bill under consideration would weaken CT's new law legalizing MMA.
43. Facebook postings between a gun rights activist and a Branford Police officer are under

review by the police department.
44. Bill introduced to halt the consolidation of CT state police dispatch operations.
45. Paul Tomasso has been missing more than 2 weeks after going hiking in the woods of

Arizona.

46. A 44 year old teacher from Danbury has been charged with sexually assaulting a student.
47. Passengers aboard an Amtrak train that broke down were stranded five hours.
48. Federal prosecutors are asking to allow a witness afraid of arrest to testify via video.
49. Parking may be a problem for planned new apartments in Wooster Square.
50. Trains running on a reduced schedule after East Harlem explosion.
51. State Senator Gary Holder-Winfield introduced a bill to reduce Drug-Free School Zones

to 200-feet.

52. Governor Malloy wants minors banned buying e-cigarettes.
53. Some want a stop to common core teaching saying every student should be approached

individually.
54. Revenue Services Commissioner Kevin Sullivan spoke in favor of a bill to list delinquent

companies.
55. $173,000 in prize money up for grabs at a Science Fair and Engineering competition at

Quinnipiac University.
56. Lawmakers considering a bill which would provide hepatitis C screening tests for baby

boomers.

57. A bill supported by the Revenue Services Commissioner would require more frequent
payments from delinquent companies.

58. Mothers Against Drunk Driving CT wants tougher laws for intoxicated drivers with
minors.

59. Senators Blumenthal and Murphy have unveiled a five point plan to combat heroin use.
60. Senator Murphy says Russian President Putin may have sights set on other parts of

Ukraine.
61. Attendance high at hearing for bill which would allow physicians to help terminally ill

patients end their lives.
62. State surplus rises to the five hundred million dollar range.



63. New Haven police are searching for a white van that struck an 8 year old.
64. McDonald's restaurants in New Haven and Hartford saw protests for $15 an hour.
65. Author Wally Lamb is at Quinnipiac to discuss his new novel "We Are Water".
66. With dozens of arrests and hospital trips, New Haven police call St. Paddys parade

"smooth".

67. CT senator Blumenthal says deny visas to make air travel safer.
68. The issue of privacy dominates as CT lawmakers consider drone regulation.
69. With snow finally gone Hamden Public Works Crews have been picking up trash.
70. More than six thousand Hamden residents lack healthcare coverage.
71.



REPORTER AT LARGE GUEST LIST

1/4/14 - Rich Burgess CT Carry

1/11/14 - Chris Herb CT Energy Mark Association

1/18/14 - Michele Hydeck Children's Voices

1/25/14 - S/R Gary Holder Winfield

2/1/14 - Jim Cameron

2/8/14 - Bob Steele

2/15/14 - S/R Mary Mushinsky

2/22/14 - Christine Stuart CTNewsJunkie.com

3/1/14 - SS Joe Markley (R)

3/8/14 - Williams & Williams Urban Violence

3/15/14 - S/R Vincent Candelora

3/22/14 - QU Professor John Thomas

3/29/14 - Representative D'Agostino (D-Hamden)



Connecticut Radio Network Dialogue 2014 Guests and Subject Matters

(January, February, March)

January 5th, 2014 - Peter Gioia - Connecticut Business and Industry Association

Economist.

Subject Matter: On this show as we begin a new year Connecticut Business and

Industry Association economist Peter Gioia talked about how Connecticut ended

2013 and the outlook for the year ahead. He says we ended 2013 with some

momentum in that the unemployment rate was going lower and he sees that

improving to the point where the state will add between 23 to 24-thousand jobs in

2014 ... and even better than that in 2015. Gioia feels Connecticut will add jobs in

2014 in several sectors: construction, manufacturing, financial services, leisure and

hospitality, education, and health. Meanwhile the U.S. economy says Gioia is

expanding at a moderate and sustainable pace. Gioia feels that will carry the

Connecticut economy with it (with a little lag factor) through 2014. He told that
Connecticut is really dependent on the U.S. economy as a whole being healthy.

Gioia explained the reason why is because Connecticut has a lot of people who

work in industries such as financial services and manufacturing who sell their

goods and services around the country and around the world. He says when they

do that they bring that wealth back into Connecticut. CBIA economist Gioia feels

we are on an upward cycle where people around the world are going to need the

Connecticut products and services which will circulate more wealth through the

economy and back to Connecticut.

CBIA economist Peter Gioia is optimistic especially when it comes to

energy issues. He says in the longer term the U.S. is on track to be energy

independent. Gioia says that will ultimately be a game changer which will affect

in a good way gasoline and heating oil. He says he is also optimistic about the

housing market situation. The economist feels there will be a housing expansion.

Gioia says interest rates are also low right now. Though he says the Federal

Reserve could be raising interest rates which he feels will force a lot of people who

are thinking about buying a house to actually make a commitment. Gioia says that
will be beneficial. Meantime he says there's good news in other areas as well like



January 5th, 2014 - (Gioia continued) - in the manufacturing of durable goods.

Gioia says for instance auto sales have been quite good. And Gioia also added that

Wall Street has been doing extremely well ... and while 2014 may not repeat the

great year of 2013 he expects it to continue to do well.

On the show CBIA economist Peter Gioia discussed a forum that they held

on transportation. He says the ability to transport goods and services across

Connecticut are of great concern to businesses. Gioia stated that CBIA has been

critical of state budgets for not spending enough on transportation and the

transportation infrastructure. He says that is absolutely vital to move the products,

goods, and people who are involved in business. Gioia says they did a survey and

a forum on transportation because they wanted to heighten the awareness of this.

He says they had the Speaker of the House Brendan Sharkey and Republican

Senate leader John McKinney on hand to hear from businesses and their concerns

about Connecticut's transportation problems and the need to upgrade the state's

infrastructure. He feels by having this forum they did raise awareness on this

because it's absolutely vital. Gioia says we know the problems we've had with the

Metro-North rail line and with roads and bridges. Gioia says we really do need to

take care of this because you have got to be able to move the people and the

products. He says we are a heavily single car occupancy dependent and a heavily

truck dependent state due to the fact that Connecticut is spread out more than other

states that have one major hub like Boston or New York that's linked with mass

transit. So he says it's a multi-faceted problem that needs several areas of

solutions and CBIA wants to keep these on the radar screen.

CBIA economist Peter Gioia on the show was also asked about the state's

minimum wage being increased from $8.25 an hour to $8.70 an hour on January

1st. He says while it is good that those workers will have more money in their

pockets to put back into the Connecticut economy it is a big burden for

Connecticut businesses. Gioia told that it is the worst possible time to ask

businesses to bear this burden. He says some employers who can't afford it will

probably have fewer employees or give workers fewer hours. Gioia says others

might not replace someone when they leave ... and still other businesses might

purchase equipment to automate a job that has been done by a human being.



January 12th, 2014 - Lynn Sosa - Deputy State Epidemiologist.

Subject Matter: On this edition of Dialogue Lynn Sosa, Deputy State

Epidemiologist, discussed what the State of Connecticut was seeing for flu activity,

She told that they were seeing increases in people going to emergency rooms and

their doctors with fever and flu-like illness. Ms. Sosa said they were seeing a lot

more flu activity and it was considered widespread, which is the highest level of

activity. She explained that the exact number of cases in the state was a little

difficult to quantify because many flu cases don't get reported. Sosa says a good

number of people just stay home and don't get tested or go to their doctor so that's

why they look at flu in a lot of different ways. She says they look at people going

to the emergency rooms, people going to their doctors, look at people being

admitted for pneumonia, they look at hospitalizations where people are confirmed

with the flu, as well as looking at people who are dying from the flu. Sosa says a

combination of all of those things together based on percentages define that the flu

is widespread in Connecticut.

Lynn Sosa says the flu has been seen in all parts of the state with thus far 2

confirmed deaths from the flu and both people were over the age of 45. So she

says the flu is serious as unfortunately every year people die from the flu and are

hospitalized with the flu. Ms. Sosa says the risk groups that they are concerned

about for the flu are people 65 years in age and older, kids under 5 years old,

pregnant women, and people with other medical conditions. Though she says

really anybody is at risk and there's always going to be people that have no risk

factors who are otherwise healthy that are going to be hospitalized or even die

from the flu. That's why Sosa says it is very important that everybody be

vaccinated against the flu as it is the best protection that we have. She told that the

predominant strain of flu going around this year is the HIN1 flu which tends to be

more of a problem for younger and middle age people. The good news is the flu

shot this year covers that H1N1 strain ... so everyone should get their flu shot or

the nasal spray version told Sosa.

Deputy State Epidemiologist Lynn Sosa explained that the flu season in

Connecticut runs from October to May. She says typically the flu peaks in January

and February here in our state. So she told it was not too late to get a flu shot with

a lot of the flu season left. She mentioned that after a person gets a flu shot it



January 12th, 2014 - (Sosa continued) - normally takes about 2 weeks for it to

take full effect. Sosa says last flu season about 46% of Connecticut residents did

get a flu shot. She also pointed out that just because you got a flu shot last season

you still need to get another one for this year as each year the strains of flu are

different.

Deputy State Epidemiologist Lynn Sosa says if you get the flu you'll know

it. She says you'll have a veiy high fever, a cough, a sore throat, body aches,

muscle aches and pains. Sosa says you'll be really tired as well and not want to get

out of bed. And while a lot of people when they become sick for just a day or two

in the wintertime say they have the flu ... in reality the flu usually lasts 5 to 7 days.

Sosa also mentioned that it comes on suddenly, one day you feel great... the next

day you feel like a truck hit you. So in order to try and prevent getting the flu,

aside from getting a flu shot, they recommend good frequent hand washing, for

people to cover their coughs and sneezes with their arm rather than their hands so

as to not spread the flu germs.

January 19th, 2014 - Donald Williams - State Senate President Pro Tem-

Democrat from Brooklyn.

Subject Matter: On this week's show State Senate Democratic leader Donald

Williams discussed the 2014 legislative session. He told that a jobs growth plan

put forth by Democrats will be a big part of the session. Senator Williams says it

will build on legislation that they have passed in recent years that had resources for

business incubation and helping small and medium size businesses. He says it will

also add more funding for legislation that they had passed to help employers hire

additional employees and also get some of the smaller businesses access to capital

to upgrade machinery and equipment to remain competitive and hire additional

people. Williams says that was such a popular program that it now needs

additional funding because the demand is so great.

Senate Democratic leader Donald Williams told that they also want to move

forward with some new programs. He says they are looking at what some other

states have done with pre-permitting in certain parcels so that it makes it more

attractive for companies that want to expand or locate and develop here in



January 19th, 2014 - (Williams continued) - Connecticut and have that certainty

if they are going to do it. Senator Williams says brownfield legislation is also part

of this plan. Brownfields are commercial or industrial sites that because of what

was once there are polluted and before they can be used again they would have to

be cleaned up. Williams explained that they want to change the approach on how

brownfields are handled. He told that right now in order to access brownfield

dollars at the state level the owner of a parcel has to have a potential developer or a

purchaser in the wings ready to move. But Williams says what they are finding is

that is hard to come by, especially in a state like Connecticut where we have so

many brownfield sites. He says Connecticut has been an industrialized state for

about 200 years. So Williams says they want to change that so that the site is

cleaned up first to make it more attractive for purchasing.

Senate Democratic leader Donald Williams says their job growth proposals

also calls for creating a port authority. He explained that with a port authority they

can develop the deep water ports in the State of Connecticut without having them

compete against each other. Williams says they should be lifting up the state ports

in a coordinated way. Another thing they want to do explained Williams is expand

enterprise zones and bring in the state universities into that picture for public and

private partnerships. Senator Williams also told that they want to go from a pilot

program to a full statewide program for the iBest program. He explained that this

will enable people when they are pursuing their GED high school equivalency to

also have the opportunity for business and technology training, so that at the same

time they are getting marketable skills that can help them go to work. Williams

says they hope that these proposals will help bring down the state's 7.6%

unemployment number.

As for the budget there's good news on that front for a change in this 2014

election year short legislative session from February to May. Senate Democratic

leader Donald Williams told that knock on wood it looks like the budget surplus
figure of 250-million dollars will hold. He says while they won't take their eye off

the ball in terms of fiscal management, they are on the right track and have turned

the corner from the days of huge budget deficits.



January 26th, 2014 - Rob Kane - State Republican Senator from Watertown.

Subject Matter: On this Dialogue show Republican State Senator Rob Kane from

Watertown discussed issues of the 2014 legislative session. He was asked what he

thought of the Democrat's job growth proposal which the Democrats tout as a

major piece of legislation for this session. Senator Kane says it always sounds

good when politicians say they have a jobs program and that's their priority. He

told that he's a small business owner, in business for 20 years, and he feels the

most important thing they can do as legislators is get out of businesses' way.

Senator Kane stated that rather than create programs he would prefer to see

legislators create opportunities where businesses can grow themselves. He says

that would mean the state lowering the burden on businesses by lowering taxes,

easing regulations, lower energy costs, and lower health insurance costs. Senator

Kane says businesses want stability, low taxes, and opportunities where they can

expand their payrolls. He view is that there should be more attention paid to

creating a better business climate overall rather than specific programs to fund

certain projects. Senator Kane says we've got more people leaving Connecticut

than coming to Connecticut. He says unfortunately Connecticut is number one in

the category of worst place to retire, number one in the highest cost of living, has

the highest gasoline tax, and has the highest energy costs. Kane says all of those

things add up to inhibiting job growth and that's where he feels the state needs to

make a change in direction. He says we need to lower those burdens and make it

an even playing field.

Senator Rob Kane while on the subject of jobs creation also criticized

Governor Dannel Malloy's First-Five program that gives tax breaks to companies

that either move to Connecticut or expand here creating more jobs. He says what

the First-Five program does is create winners and losers by choosing a certain

amount of companies and give them a lot of money while meantime Main Street is

struggling. Senator Kane says he feels the opposite approach is needed by getting
government out of the way and let the free market prevail.

On the show Senator Rob Kane was also asked about the projected state

budget surplus for the current fiscal year of 500-million dollars ... after so many

years of huge deficits. Senator Kane told that the surplus is a nice thing in the

short term, though he said the problem with that is the state has put off paying the



January 26th, 2014 - (Kane continued) - economic recoveiy notes until 2018. He

also says there are many one-time revenue streams leading to the surplus, not fiscal

policy decisions that put the state on the correct track for long term future growth

which Kane says scares him. Kane acknowledged that while the economy is often

times cyclical Connecticut always seems to be the first to go into a downturn and

the last to come out of it. He feels to avoid that the state should have a strong

fiscal policy year in and year out. Kane told that even in the budget passed last

session the governor increased spending by 9% at a time when we already had the

largest tax increase in our state's history but yet continued to spend money.

Senator Kane says that doesn't make sense to him and not the right way to go for

the state's fiscal policy.

As for other issues in the 2014 legislative session Senator Rob Kane feels

the for-profit hospital issue will be big. He told that hospital's ability to negotiate

with doctors and nurses is an important issue especially because hospitals are in

dire need because their funding was reduced by the state by 560-million dollars.

Kane says we saw this play out in the New London Lawrence and Memorial

Hospital strike, then lock-out. So he says the issue needs to be addressed. Kane

also feels the legislature could look at loose ends for the gun control legislation

passed last session. Senator Kane feels there needs to be something passed for

mental health stemming from the Sandy Hook shootings.

February 2nd, 2014 - Antonio Guerrera - Rocky Hill State Representative and

Co-Chair of the Legislature's Transportation Committee.

Subject Matter: On this Dialogue show transportation issues were discussed with

the co-chair of the legislature's transportation committee Rocky Hill

Representative Antonio Guerrera. The hot button transportation topic over the past

few months told Representative Guerrera has been all of the problems with the

Metro-North Railroad from derailments causing deaths and injuries to power

problems that have left passengers stranded. But one bright note told

transportation committee chair Guerrera is that a new president is taking over the

Metropolitan Railroad, Joseph Giulietti. He says they will be meeting with the
new Metro-North President Giulietti so that the transportation committee can ask



February 2nd, 2014 - (Guerrera continued) - questions as to what his philosophy

will be for the railroad and what his thoughts were in regards to all of the problems

that have occurred. Guerrera says they want to know how they can stop these

incidents from occurring again in the future as commuters are very concerned

about these multiple safety incidents. Representative Guerrera says they will want

to see some kind of action plan from the new Metro-North president to assure the

riders that these incidents will not occur again. He says a lot of these incidents

were preventable. Guerrera hope that with a new president and philosophy at

Metro-North that the railroad will go back to providing commuters with excellent

service and restore their confidence that they'll have a safe, pleasurable commute.

He says this is definitely needed as here in Connecticut the state has promoted

mass transit to get more cars off the road so it is vitally important that we have a

mass transit system that works. Guerrera added that this is also highly important as

Connecticut tries to bring more businesses to our state.

Transportation Committee Chairman Representative Antonio Guerrera also

discussed efforts to combat distracted driving in the state with the fines being

raised for talking on a handheld cell phone or texting in a vehicle while driving.

That new law also linked the violations to people's insurance rates. Representative

Guerrera says he is happy to report that the numbers of fatalities and accidents

have dropped significantly due to distracted driving. He says this means that the

laws that they have put in place are working and have helped to save lives. But

Guerrera says they still have much more work to do. He feels they need a

comprehensive plan to get to our youth at an earlier age. Guerrera says he sits on a

task force looking into this and they are looking at possibly implementing a
program in our school systems. In this way Guerrera explained that instead of

someone just understanding the risks of driving with the distractions of a cell

phone at age 15 or 16 when they are getting their license; why not implement a

program in the schools at an earlier age to teach them the repercussions of doing

something like that. He says in this way they'll have a better understanding when

they get older and get behind the wheel. Representative Guerrera likens the

message getting across to everyone about not texting while driving or talking on a

handheld cell phone to when the seat belt law first went into effect. He says it took

a while for people to really grasp the message that they needed to use their
seatbelts. But nowadays for the vast majority of people Guerrera says it's become



February 2nd, 2014 - (more Guerrera continued) - second nature for people to

buckle up when they get in their vehicle just automatically doing it and not

thinking twice about it. Guerrera is hoping that within the next 3 to 4 years we'll

see the same thing with distracted driving caused by cell phone use.

On another topic Representative Antonio Guerrera addressed the issue of

calcium or magnesium chloride that the state now uses (instead of sand) to pre-

treat the roads before winter storms to help prevent icy roads and prevent

snowpacking. But some have claimed that the solution had led to brake lines

rusting out on vehicles. Guerrera says they are caught between a rock and a hard

place where public safety is number one by treating the roads with the best solution

to prevent accidents. He did advise motorists that after a few storms perhaps they

could go to a car wash and spend a couple of extra bucks to get the undercarriage

of their vehicle cleaned to help prevent rusting from the solution used to treat the

roads.

February 9th, 2014 - Larry Cafero - House Republican Leader from Norwalk.

Subject Matter: On this week's show House Republican leader Larry Cafero gave

his reaction to Democratic Governor Dannel Malloy's state of the state and budget

address. Representative Cafero says he felt the governor delivered his speech well

but that it lacked reality substance. He says Governor Malloy told everyone that he

was really telling the story of Connecticut... but Cafero explained that when he

heard the speech he felt a large part of it was fantasy. GOP House leader Cafero

says to hear that speech you would believe that Connecticut as a state has emerged

from the depths of the economic recession ... that people are doing well ... that we

are creating new jobs ... that small businesses are thriving ... that people's quality

of life here in the State of Connecticut is wonderful... and that people are moving

into Connecticut in droves. Cafero says you'd believe from the governor's speech

that this is also the place where young people want to stay and where retired people

would love to stay. But Cafero says that is all a fantasy.

GOP House leader Larry Cafero told on the show that he's been in the

legislature for a long time and has seen the good times and bad times

economically. But he says one of the mistakes they continue to make is just as



February 9th, 2014 - (Cafero continued) - things are coming out of the real bad

times and if they have any excess revenue ... they spend it all. Cafero says it's like

yeah the bad times are over and can't wait to start spending again. But he says all

that does is perpetuate, if not worsen, the bad times. For example told the GOP

house leader, the governor kept referring to his 500-plus million dollar surplus.

Cafero says he has a very difficult time calling anything in this economy and the

state of reality in Connecticut a surplus. He questions how Governor Malloy can

call it a surplus when by the governor's own admission there are deficits coming in

fiscal years 2016, 2017, and 2018 that exceed a billion dollars in each of those

years. Cafero also questions the governor calling it a surplus when Connecticut

has the largest debt per capita in the United States.

In Governor Malloy's state of the state and budget address he also

championed (as have Democrats in Washington including President Obama)

raising the minimum wage in states to $10.10 an hour by the year 2016 from $7.25

nationally. State House GOP leader Larry Cafero told on the show that just two

years ago Governor Malloy was opposed to an increase in the minimum wage

because he recognized the negative affects it has on small businesses who are just

trying to emerge from the recession. Cafero explained that 73% of the businesses

in the State of Connecticut have 9 or less employees ... so Connecticut is a state of

small businesses. He says however the state tries to help them on one hand with

programs like the Small Business Express and the Step-Up program, but then hurt

them on the other hand with things like mandatory paid sick days and continuing to

raise the minimum wage. Cafero told that Connecticut just increased the minimum

wage less than 8 months ago. He says what happens when the minimum wage is

increased is that a small business's budget only goes so far ... so less and less jobs

are available and the unemployment rate goes up. So Cafero asks is it nice to get

an increase in pay on an hourly basis ... yes .. .but it's worse if that job is

eliminated altogether. Cafero says he'd rather have the job than the increase.

Meantime GOP House leader Larry Cafero did applaud Governor Malloy on

some of his other proposals, as long as there is a way to pay for it. He says

Republicans would surely support expansion of universal pre-K and increased

investment in the state's community and technical colleges. He also praised the

governor for proposing that anytime there is excess revenue that part of it should

go to paying down long-term debt and part of it be put in the state's rainy day fund.



February 16th, 2014 - Moma Murray - CEO of the Connecticut Community

Providers Association.

Subject Matter: On this Dialogue show Morna Murray, CEO of the Connecticut

Community Providers Association discussed the need to provide more funding for

the non-profit facilities statewide. She explained that they represent primarily the

people that take care of some of the most vulnerable people in Connecticut, mostly

kids and adults with mental health, developmental, and substance abuse issues.

Ms. Murray told that the facilities can be out-patient clinics, homes that people

live-in, or places where people go for day services if they have disabilities. So she

says it's a variety of community-based settings.

Years ago the state did away with large-scale residential facilities. There

was a lot of criticism that people who lived in those facilities would be just put out

onto the street. Those in power however said that would not be the case stating

that there's a whole network of community providers that does the job very well.

Connecticut Community Providers Association CEO Morna Murray explained that

there was a huge push to deinstitutionalize people and they did do that because

they in effect were warehousing people with very serious needs. Ms. Murray says

now they have an extremely strong network of community providers who have the

ability and the expertise and the commitment to care for those people. She says

whether or not the state is willing to purchase those services is the question. Ms.

Murray feels they intend to and told that she has no doubt whatsoever that

Governor Dannel Malloy cares very much about the most vulnerable people in our

state. But she does say they have some questions about the midterm budget

because the state did deinstitutionalize people but hasn't fully-funded the network

to replace it. Murray says there is the illusion out there that whenever somebody

needs care that the state takes care of them ... but that is not the case.

Moma Murray says unfortunately health and human services for the non¬

profit community gets cut first right off the bat whenever there's a budget shortfall,

as lots of times they seem somewhat invisible. She says however they do have a

strong network of community providers who are extremely mission oriented and

will do anything to keep the people that they care for going. But Murray says they

can only go so far if the state is not providing the funding that they need to care for
the people who need it. She told for example they are looking at a little over



February 16th, 2014 - (Murray continued) - 25-million in cuts to state grants for

mental health and substance abuse which would be going to outpatient clinics for

the people who need it the most. Murray says the assumption has been made that

those people are going to be picked up by the Medicaid expansion, assuming that

they are enrolling, and then there's the assumption the reimbursements actually

cover the cost of the services that are provided. But time and time again that is not

the case told Murray. She questions whether they even know if enough people are

enrolling in Medicaid that are going to be able to make up the 25-million dollars in

state grants for the most critically vulnerable people. She says this could be a time

bomb waiting to go off on July 1st, 2015 with people with the most serious mental

illnesses walking around on the streets not getting the treatment that they need if

that cut is not made up.

Morna Murray, CEO of the Connecticut Community Providers Association,

says they need to keep up the services that people need on a daily basis. She says

tragedies like Newtown put mental health in the spotlight ... but there's shootings

all across the country with people who are falling through the cracks and are not

getting the services on a daily basis that they need. Ms. Murray says she is

optimistic and encouraged after a family day hearing at the State Capitol. She said

she was especially impressed with the co-chairs of the legislature's appropriations

committee, Senator Beth Bye and Representative Toni Walker and their

commitment to the issues. So Ms. Murray feels that people have the best

intentions ... but would just like the budget dollars for community providers to say

that as well.

February 23rd, 2014 - Bill Finch - Bridgeport Mayor and President of the

Connecticut Conference of Municipalities.

Subject Matter: On this week's show Bridgeport Mayor Bill Finch, who is

president of the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities, discussed how cities

and towns are reacting to Governor Dannel Malloy's new state budget proposal.

Finch told that it was a budget from someone who understands local government,

as Governor Malloy used to be mayor of Stamford. CCM President Finch says it's

not a perfect budget, as there are always things they hope and wish for, but in



February 23rd, 2014 - (Finch continued) - terms of funding for education and

PILOT the governor helped municipalities. So in tight budget times Finch says
they appreciate the fact that the governor is looking out for local government.

In the discussion with CCM President Bill Finch it was explained that
PILOT stands for payment in lieu of taxes. This is the state's attempt to

compensate towns for things like courthouses, government buildings, and non¬

profit colleges, etc. But Finch says it's really a structural problem in Connecticut

because there are 169 municipalities which are all very tiny with not much land

and Connecticut is a very property tax dependent state. He explained that we don't

have county government and there's very little regionalization and every town

duplicates services times 169 for the most part. Finch says it's not a very smart

way to do government and CCM has been at the forefront of trying to encourage

regionalization. He says soul-searching wise that is something the state is going to

have to do a lot more of in the future. Finch says Connecticut has to fight the

resistance to do things regionally and make the state a smarter government system.

He told that it probably hasn't happened because most people like it the way it is.

However Finch says certainly none of the cities like it the way it is because they

are usually the losers getting dumped on with all of the social problems, but get

very little of the money to handle these problems. He says though that he'll

continue to push for regionalism because it's much more cost effective.

CCM President and Bridgeport Mayor Bill Finch was asked on the show

how cities and towns are coping with the brutal winter that the region has

experienced with snowstorm after snowstorm. He told that snow removal budgets

have been exhausted and that when it's all over and done with after probably 60

inches of snow in his city of Bridgeport... the figure is going to be about a million

dollars cost-wise for this rough winter. Finch says there's no doubt the climate is

changing as we've had multiple extreme weather events: a tornado, a couple of

hurricanes, tropical storm, Nor'easters, and blizzards since he's been mayor. He

kiddingly said they are just waiting for the plague and the volcano at this point. On

a serious note however Finch stated that we have to fight climate change. He says

in Bridgeport they are trying to do their part with a 50% reduction in their
greenhouse gas emissions. Finch says they've also built one of the world's largest

fuel cells, have increased their recycling rates by 60% to 70%, and are developing
a lot of their brownfields to make sure that there is housing that is transit oriented.



February 24th, 2014 - (more Finch continued) -

On the show CCM President Bill Finch also talked about the state running a

budget surplus estimated at 500-million dollars. Governor Malloy has said he'd

like that surplus to go to debt retirement, the rainy day fund, and back to the

taxpayers in rebate checks from $55 for single filers and $110 for joint filers.

Finch told on the show that while some people may not be able to identify with

that amount as being much to make a difference, he says he deals with people

everyday where that amount of money would mean a lot because they are working

people who are hurting.

CCM President Bill Finch praised Governor Malloy on the show for his

aggressive agenda for economic development. He says the administration is really

helping them grow local governments ... especially in the cities where they needed

this growth for a long long time.

The one thing that CCM President Bill Finch told that cities and towns
would really like to see is relief from unfunded mandates ... something the state

requires them to do but sends no dollars to help them do it. For instance Finch told

that posting legal notices in newspapers is passe where people no longer read them.

He says they want to be open and transparent by putting them online and other

means, but not in newspapers anymore that costs hundreds of thousands of dollars

that no one reads.



March 2nd, 2014 - Betsy Ritter - Deputy House Speaker (D) from Waterford.

Subject Matter: On this show Deputy House Speaker Betsy Ritter discussed a bill

before the legislature called the aid in dying bill. Representative Ritter told that
this bill would help terminally ill people end their lives using doctor prescribed
drugs. She explained that the person would have to be mentally competent and

able to make their own decisions to get from their physician a life-ending

prescription and to take it themselves. Ritter says this legislation would also

protect the prescribing physician from liability of assisting the patient on their way
to their death.

Representative Betsy Ritter told on the show that people who want to see the
aid in dying bill passed do not use the terms "assisted suicide" or "suicide" but

rather the terminology "aid in dying." She explained that they use the word aid

because it is actually an aid in bringing about one's death. But Ritter told listeners

that they have to understand that these people are dying of a terminal disease. She

says suicide has a totally different meaning in our society today. Representative

Ritter told that suicide is an act of violence that one commits upon themselves and

most often out of a condition of despair, mental illness, or mental incompetency.

She also explained that the term suicide has a lot of societal implications such as

viewing one contemplating suicide as being depressed, angry, desperate, not

trustworthy, and one who might even commit an act of violence. Representative

Ritter says that is not the type of situation with the people who want this bill

passed, but rather want a legal humane way to die without suffering further from

their terminal illness, and also have some dignity and control over their own

circumstances.

Deputy House Speaker Betsy Ritter explained that if the aid in dying bill
ever becomes law the process would start off with the dying patient making a

written request to their attending physician. The doctor would then verify the

prognosis and have to deem the person mentally competent and inform the person

of the consequences of their decision. That doctor would then in turn refer the

patient to a consulting physician to verify the situation. If all conditions are met

the patient would be counseled by the physician and given a prescription for a life

ending medication (in pill form). Ritter says only the patient can administer the
medication to one's self... not the doctor. So Ritter says this is not doctor assisted,



March 2nd, 2014 - (Ritter continued) - as the doctor does not for instance give the

patient a needle injection. The terminally ill patient, told Ritter, takes the aid in

dying pill of their own volition.

Representative Betsy Ritter told on the show that obviously this is very

controversial legislation. She noted that religious groups are opposed to it. But

she says a poll done in Connecticut shows that the people of Connecticut support

having the aid in dying bill become law by a 2-to-l margin.

March 9th, 2014 - Doug Schwartz - Director of the Quinnipiac University Poll.

Subject Matter: On this Dialogue edition Doug Schwartz, Director of the

Quinnipiac University Poll, discussed their recent polls on the governor's race in

Connecticut and other issues. On the poll concerning the governor's race Doug

Schwartz says they matched up incumbent Governor Dannel Malloy ... who is

likely to be the Democratic nominee ... against possible Republican candidates.

Q-Poll Director Schwartz told that they found in their poll that Governor Malloy

would defeat 5 out of the 6 Republicans by between a margin of 6 and 11 points.

However Schwartz says there was one GOP candidate who tied Governor Malloy

... Tom Foley, who just narrowly lost to Malloy in the 2010 election. Schwartz

says if the election were held today both Malloy and Foley would get 42% of the
vote. As for the other GOP candidates he says they are not known enough by the

voters including State Senate Republican leader John McKinney and Danbury

Mayor Mark Boughton.

As for Governor Malloy's approval numbers Q-Poll Director Doug Schwartz

says people do give him high marks for the way he has handled snowstorms, with

86% saying they approved of the job he did. But Schwartz says that is not
translating into any higher public approval for Governor Malloy on overall

approval on the job he is doing. He says when they asked if Governor Malloy
deserves to be re-elected 45% said yes while 46% said no. As for reasons why

Malloy is not more popular with the voters Doug Schwartz says it stems back to

the across the board tax hikes the governor put forth when he came into office to

deal with the state's budget deficit. He says people felt more should have been

done to cut spending or tax the rich not the middle class. Also Schwartz says



March 9th, 2014 - (Schwartz continued) - despite the fact that the governor

conveys to people that the state's economy is doing better by running a surplus and

adding jobs ... the public's perception is not in tune with the governor's. Schwartz

told that in their poll only 16% feel the economy is getting better. Consequently

President Obama also has his worst poll numbers here in Connecticut with only

45% feeling Obama is doing a good job. Schwartz says at one point in time

President Obama's job approval rating was 71% here in Connecticut. The Q-Poll

director feels the main reason Obama's numbers have dropped is because of the

problems with the rollout of the Affordable Care Act and website glitches whereby

people have had a difficult time signing up.

On other issues that the Quinnipiac University Polling Institute polled on

Doug Schwartz told that 71% of Connecticut voters would support increasing the

minimum wage in Connecticut. Here in our state the minimum wage just went up

to $8.70 an hour. The governor and President Obama are pushing for the

minimum wage to be increased to $10.10 an hour and over 60% of Connecticut

voters favor it going up to that level.

Q-Poll Director Doug Schwartz also told that there is broad support in
Connecticut for a bill before the legislature called the "aid in dying" bill. This

would allow a terminally ill patient to be able to sign a legal document to get life-

ending drugs. Schwartz says this is supported by Connecticut voters by almost a 2-

to-1 margin ... and it goes across age, gender, and party lines. He says people feel

they or loved ones should have the right to decide themselves when to end life if

they are terminally ill and in pain.

One area that Connecticut voters are against however is another form of a

gambling game called Keno. Q-Poll Director Doug Schwartz says more than 60%

of Connecticut voters are opposed to Keno in the state, feeling we don't need any

more forms of gambling.



March 16th, 2014 - Martin Looney - State Senate Majority Leader, Democrat

from New Haven.

Subject Matter: On this edition of Dialogue the guest was State Senate Democratic

leader Martin Looney who discussed the issues facing the 2014 general assembly

session. But first he was asked about the surprising announcement that had

occurred when his colleague and leader of the State Senate, President Pro Tem

Donald Williams announced that he would not be seeking re-election. Senator

Looney told that the timing of the announcement by Senator Williams was a

surprise even to him as he had thought that Williams would continue for another

term. Looney says they have collaborated now for more than a decade and feels he

had a very effective partnership with Williams. Senator Looney says that Williams

has been a superb president pro tem for the last 10 years ... the longest serving

president pro tem. He says that Donald Williams is one who knows how to build

consensus and has a vision for things the state should adopt as policy. Looney says

Williams also had the ideal temperament for the position and is certainly going to

be missed. He says Williams has left a great legacy of achievement in areas of

providing for greater protection for farmland and land preservation, abolishing the

death penalty, and so many other things. After this final term for Senator Donald

Williams the Senate Majority leader Martin Looney told listeners that he already

has the commitment of support from fellow Democrats to be elected as the next

senate president pro tem succeeding Donald Williams ... provided the fall

elections turn out that the Democrats are still in the majority for next year's

legislature, which he is looking forward to.

On the issues Senator Martin Looney was asked about the governor's plan to

give some money back to the taxpayers out of the state's growing surplus. At the

time it was estimated at 500-million dollars. Looney says part of the money would

go into the state's so-called rainy day fund for future emergencies, some of it

would be used to pay off state debt, but another portion would go to Connecticut

residents ... a $55 check to individual tax filers; $ 110 to joint filers. Senator

Looney says it's a time to share modestly with the people of Connecticut who have

been paying the taxes and provide some extra help to these people by returning
some extra dollars to them. While he said it's a modest amount it will be

meaningful to people, especially for lower income people. He brushed aside •

critics' remarks that it's the governor's way to try and buy votes by giving a small



March 16th, 2014 - (Looney continued) - tax refund to the people of Connecticut.

Senate Majority Leader Martin Looney also discussed on the show

legislation that he's proposing to establish a retirement savings fund for private

sector workers who work for companies that because they may be too small don't

offer any kind of 40IK, pension, or any other retirement benefit. Looney

explained that an increasing number of people do not have retirement income other

than social security. He says these people in effect go off of a financial cliff when

they retire. Senator Looney says the maximum social security benefit for an

individual is about 16-thousand dollars a year, and more and more employees are

not covered by any pension plan. He says this is an impending fiscal crisis that is

only going to get worse. Looney says what needs to be done is to try to find a way

to offer more options for saving and it's important that a payroll deduction option

be offered. He says without the payroll deductions many people just don't have

the discipline to save unless it's forced by a payroll deduction. Looney says that a

lot of employers say it is too expensive to offer 40 IK plans because it's too

expensive with an employer administrative fee or employer contribution involved.

He says with his plan there will not be an employer contribution or employer

administrative fees with the costs being borne by the workers who participate and

the fund would be managed by the State of Connecticut and supervised by the state

treasurer and state controller. Senator Looney explained that there used to be a

three legged stool for retirement: personal savings, social security, and pensions ...

but that increasingly one of those legs has been knocked out of that stool. So he

says this is a way to help people save money for retirement because otherwise we

will have increasing numbers of very low income retired people.



March 23rd, 2014 - Pat Wrice - Executive Director of Operation Fuel.

Subject Matter: This week on Dialogue the guest was the Executive Director of

Operation Fuel Pat Wrice. Operation Fuel had just received some good news in

that it would receive a 2.5 million dollar donation from Northeast Utilities as part

of an agreement with the Connecticut attorney general's office relating to penalties

that the office had sought due to poor performance in restoring power in the 2011

Nor'easter. Pat Wrice says they are very pleased with the size of the donation ...

the largest corporate donation ever to Operation Fuel. In fact Wrice stated they

were still pinching themselves that it is a large REAL donation and not a dream.

She said they had no idea that they were even being considered so it came as a

complete surprise to them. Wrice told listeners that they have served 37-hundred

households with a little over 2-million dollars since December, so the 2.5 million

dollar donation will make a very big impact on potentially how many families they

can help out to pay their fuel bills. Ms. Wrice says unfortunately it has been a

tough winter and families are feeling it. She stated though that they didn't know

when the money would be coming in so Wrice says they are continuing to operate

and asking for support as though that money hadn't been announced. She says

they still need to get through the remaining cold (if not snowy) winter-like weather

... as well as an often times chilly spring when people still need fuel for heat. So

Wrice says they are operating as if they didn't hear the news. But she says that it

helps ease some of the anxiety around how Operation Fuel is going to continue.

Operation Fuel Executive Director Pat Wrice says the type of people they

help pay fuel bills is really across the board. She says the majority of people they

help are families that are actually working 40 hours or more. Wrice says though

they are seeing an alarming rate of increase in the number of seniors needing fuel

assistance. She says requests from seniors have doubled from the previous year,

which is a troubling situation.

Pat Wrice of Operation Fuel explained that they don't provide any dollars to

the families and households that they serve. She told that they will order oil on

their behalf and when the oil is delivered the bill goes directly to Operation Fuel...

not to the client. If it's a utility bill the client submits the bill to Operation Fuel

and they will pay it. Wrice told that the maximum they give out is a $500 payment

for one time only.



March 23 rd, 2014 - (Wrice continued) -

Pat Wrice of Operation Fuel told that they get corporate and individual

donations to use in helping people pay their fuel bills. Wrice says there is also the

add-a-dollar donation to utility bills that the public donates. She says this year they

have received 282-thousand dollars through the add-a-dollar donations from utility

bill contributions.

On the show Pat Wrice talked about the sad fact that every year more and

more people have trouble paying their fuel bills. She told that in Connecticut 300-

thousand people fall through the cracks in what is termed an energy affordability

gap. She says these are people who can't pay or are sacrificing other basic needs

to pay their energy costs. Wrice says this is alarming and very disturbing when

people have to choose between food or paying medical bills versus paying fuel

bills to keep warm and keep the lights on. She says most of these people having

difficulties are working families or seniors on fixed incomes while others have lost

their job or had an accident of other medical problem. Wrice added that trying to

keep up with utility bills doesn't stop when the winter ends as electricity bills also

cost during the spring and summer months ... not just to keep cool, but to run basic

necessities like a refrigerator and keep the lights on.

March 30th, 2014 - Toni Boucher - Republican State Senator from Wilton.

Subject Matter: On this edition of Dialogue Wilton Republican State Senator Toni

Boucher discussed the issues the 2014 legislature was dealing with. At the outset

though she discussed her exploratory committee that was formed to see if she

might run for higher public office: governor. Senator Boucher says she recently

ended that possibility as while she thought she did quite well raising some 80-
thousand dollars, she told that her goal was 100-thousand dollars. Boucher

explained that she was urged to explore a possible run for governor because she

won her senate seat by the largest majority in the state with both Independents and

Democrats voting for her as well. Boucher also explained that she was exploring a

run because she feels the state's current economic policies are ruining Connecticut.

She says the state is too expensive for many to live here, too expensive to run a

business here, and too expensive to retire here. Boucher says taxes are way too



March 30th, 2014 - (Boucher continued) - high here in Connecticut while the

state is 50th out of 50 states in job growth.

On the issues Senator Toni Boucher was very strongly against the

Democrat's proposal which they pushed through to raise the minimum wage in the

state to $10.10 an hour by the year 2017. She told that this is not the time to be

raising the minimum wage when the state has still not fully recovered from the

recession and have only recovered 50% of the jobs that were lost. Boucher says

businesses are still struggling in Connecticut and restaurants all over the state have

not recovered the number of customers they used to have. She stated now you are

going to put more burden on them by raising the minimum wage.

Senator Toni Boucher says she did not vote for the minimum wage hike bill

... nor she told has she ever voted for a minimum wage increase. She says she'd

oppose this hike even in times of surpluses because she believes that the income

gap is directly related to the education gap. Boucher told that individuals would

rather have a job at $8.75 an hour rather than no job because of $10.10 an hour.

She says a small business or restaurant has only two choices when the hourly

wages of their employees is raised ... either raise the price of their product or lay

someone off. Boucher told that a restaurant owner told her that it was going to cost

him a thousand dollars a week, 50-thousand dollars a year. She says that could

equate to two jobs right there. Boucher says that was all politics for Malloy and

the Democrats in the state to go along with President Obama who is pushing this.

Another gimmick in her opinion that State Senator Toni Boucher blasted on

the show was Governor Malloy's proposal to give out $55 tax rebate checks from

the state running a modest budget surplus. She stated that this is an election year

ploy and wouldn't be surprised if the checks arrived in people's mailboxes just

before November 4th which is Election Day. Boucher says people laugh about this

because $55 won't even buy a tank of gas these days. She says what the state

should really be doing is enacting real income tax reform.

Meantime Toni Boucher discussed the problems the Metro-North Railroad

has had over the last year with accidents involving deaths and injuries. She said

there was a total failure with mismanagement and poor oversight for running a safe

and efficient railroad. Now there's a new management team in place at



March 30th, 2014 - (more Boucher continued) - Metro-North which Senator

Boucher told they've met with. She says they have warned them that they'll be

paying close attention and expect the railroad to make improvements especially

with regards to safety. Boucher also told that Connecticut's contract with Metro-

North comes up in 2015 and if these improvements aren't made the state will put

out to bid the running of the railroad.


