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CAPITOL UPDATE – Sundays at 10:30AM/ Weeknights at 5:30pm & 11pm during Session 
Capitol Update is a weekly half-hour program that explains the most significant developments in 
Florida’s Legislative, Judicial and Executive branches - in everyday terms.  Through in-depth 
reporting, regularly occurring segments – such as “Budget Watch” and “Bill Track” – and live 
interviews, Capitol Update provides viewers across the state with a clear, concise and balanced 
view of state government in action. (Note: Session began Monday, March 4, 2019) 
  
4/7 - #201925    Weekly Session wrap-up topics include:  At the halfway point in session, the 
House and Senate each passed their own budget plans, setting the stage for budget conferences 
to reach agreement;  A House committee approved a bill that would require former felons to pay 
all fines and costs associated with their sentence before gaining the right to vote under 
Amendment 4;  The Governor announced several new appointments this week while the Senate 
reviewed some of his first appointees for the confirmation process. 

 
4/14 - #201930  Weekly Session wrap-up topics include:  The House and Senate budget plans 
differ by about 400 million dollars – an issue budget leaders say they’ll likely start negotiating after 
the Easter and Passover holidays;  A proposal that would allow any teacher to train to be an 
armed classroom guardian passed its final Senate committee stop, but not without debate;  State 
and local officials gathered in South Florida where an outbreak of Hepatitis A, a highly contagious 
virus, has killed 3 people. 

 
4/21 - #201935  Weekly Session wrap-up topics include:  The full House approved a bill that 
would provide cancer benefits to firefighters;  The House debated bills for 11 hours Wednesday, 
including one that would require parents to be notified before a minor could have an abortion;  A 
bill that would open the door for prescription drugs to be imported from Canada is heading to the 
full Senate. 

 
4/28 - #201940  Weekly Session wrap-up topics include:  Long days and late nights mark the 
second to last week of session – with the fate of the next state budget in the hands of the both 
chambers going into the weekend;  The Senate sent over its version of a bill that would ban 
sanctuary cities – leaving it up the House to make the next move;  Various bills regarding 
Florida’s Constitution – including implementing an amendment approved by voters and changing 
the ways the Constitution can be changed – moved forward in both chambers. 

 

5/5 - #201945    Weekly Session wrap-up topics include:  On what was supposed to be the last 

day of the 2019 session, lawmakers approved a bill that requires payment of fines, fees and 

restitution before former felons regain the right to vote;  The Legislature must convene again 

Saturday to approve a state budget;  Governor Ron DeSantis signed a bill that will make cancer 

benefits available to firefighters. 

5/12 - #2210      Topics this week include:  The Governor signed two education bills this week – 
one that would allow all teachers to train to carry guns on campus and another creating a new 
private school scholarship;  Less than a week after the Legislature wrapped up its 61 day 
session, we take a look at some of the policies passed by lawmakers during the last 24 hours;  
President Trump visited the Panama City area Wednesday, as the area continues to struggle to 
rebuild seven months after Hurricane Michael rolled through. 



CAPITOL UPDATE continued 

5/19 - #2211      Topics this week include:  Governor Ron DeSantis signed a bill that makes 

texting while driving a primary offense, and another bill authorizing planning for new toll highways;  

At the annual Governor’s Hurricane Conference, DeSantis signed a tax package that includes a 

sales tax holiday for hurricane supplies;  The Public Service Commission approved hurricane cost 

recovery plans by Gulf Power and Florida Power & Light. 

5/26 - #2212      Topics this week include: At a state Board of Education meeting, Commissioner 

Richard Corcoran criticized the Duval County Superintendent for not inviting charter schools to 

replace persistently low performing schools;  Governor Ron DeSantis signed at least 25 bill 

including HB 7065 which reforms the state’s property insurance assignment of benefits (AOB) 

system;  Serial killer Bobby Joe Long was executed by lethal injection, the first execution 

authorized by Governor DeSantis. 

6/2 - #2213        Topics this week include:  Hurricane season begins with a sales tax holiday for 

supplies but no disaster relief package from Congress for Hurricane Michael recovery;  Governor 

Ron DeSantis and other state leaders headed a delegation of Floridians on an economic 

development visit to Israel;  A Special Master appointed by the Senate heard testimony from 

former Okaloosa School Superintendent Mary Beth Jackson who’s trying to get her job back after 

the Governor removed her from office. 

6/9 - #2214        Topics this week include:  The Governor and other state leaders responded to 

news that the President signed the disaster aid package that includes help for victims of 

Hurricane Michael;  After an investigation by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, former 

Broward Deputy Scot Peterson was arrested on charges related to his failure to confront the 

Parkland school shooter;  A judge in Leon County heard arguments in a case by local 

governments challenging the constitutionality of a state law that prohibits local gun regulations. 

6/16 - #2215      Topics this week include:  The Legislature delivered the state budget to Governor 

Ron DeSantis;  The Governor signed several bills, including one that bans sanctuary cities and 

another that starts the process of allowing the use of prescription drugs from Canada in Florida;  

The State University System Board of Governors approved performance funding allocations for 

universities. 

6/23 - #2216      Topics this week include:  Florida’s state budget was signed into law by the 

Governor – with just under $91 billion dollars approved and $131 million dollars of requested 

projects vetoed; Suspended Broward Sheriff Scott Israel is fighting to get his job back, leaving the 

ultimate judgment up to the Florida Senate; The Department of Agriculture held public workshops 

on a new state hemp program approved by the Legislature – before the Governor even signed 

the bill. 

6/30 - #2217      Topics this week include:  The Legislature sent the final batch of bills from the 

2019 session to Governor Ron DeSantis;  The Governor signed a long list of bills including one 

that authorizes a state industrial hemp program and one that will allow investor-owned utilities to 

charge customers directly for storm hardening activities;  Only one person showed up for the final 

day of a state-required oyster harvesting training course in Apalachicola – an event that, in the 

past, hundreds of people attended. 

 
 
 



FLORIDA CROSSROADS – Thursdays at 8:30pm/Repeats Sundays at 11am 
Florida Crossroads is a weekly program produced by the Florida Channel that highlights some of 
the unique stories in the lives of Floridians.  
 
4/4 & 4/7 - #3140    Flying for Education 
Produced by Krysta Brown 
For more than 40 years, the Sun n’ Fun International Fly-in and Expo in Lakeland has attracted 
aviation enthusiasts from around the world. The annual event is considered the largest 
convention in the state, but it’s purpose has evolved into educating the next generation of thrill 
seekers. Florida Crossroads explores its mission in Flying for Education. 
 
4/11 & 4/14 - #3141    Hurricane Irma: One Year Later 
Produced by The Florida Channel Team 
The world watched as Hurricane Irma struck Florida not once but twice in September of 2017. 
Parts of the Florida Keys and Southwest Florida will never look the same. The powerful storm 
also prompted the largest evacuation in Florida history, devastated Florida’s agriculture 
community with its track up the middle of the state and caused unexpected flooding in Northeast 
Florida. In Hurricane Irma: One Year Later, our team of producers recalls what happened after 
Irma and revisits some of those hardest hit areas one year later. 
 
4/18 & 4/21 - #3142    The Golden Years 
Produced by Rebecca Baer 
With five million people over the age of 60, Florida is still among the nation’s top retirement 
destinations. But many may be surprised to learn that, at one time, Florida was among the 
youngest states in terms of median age. Rebecca Baer looks at Florida’s transition to a retirement 
state and how these residents impact our culture, economy and the unique communities in which 
they’ve chosen to spend their golden years. 
 
4/25 & 4/28 - #3143    Sunshine State Suds 
Produced by Rebecca Baer 
Fans of craft beer are willing to travel far and wide to try new brews. Increasingly, they’re coming 
to Florida, where the number of breweries has increased from less than ten a few years ago to a 
few hundred today. “Sunshine State Suds” provides a behind the scenes look inside breweries- 
both large and small- and explores how beer drinkers’ tastes evolved to make the craft brewing 
business a rising industry in Florida. 
 
5/2 & 5/5 - #3144    Preserving the Natural Florida  
Produced by Rebecca Baer 
Many people have heard of the state’s current land conservation program, Florida Forever. While 
it was launched in 2001, efforts to preserve environmentally sensitive land go back much further. 
In this episode of Florida Crossroads, we’ll review the history of land conservation in Florida, 
explore how these programs typically work and highlight some of the environmental treasures 
that have been saved from development. 
 
5/9 & 5/12 - #3145    Sun Power in the Sunshine State 
Produced by Melissa Klinzing 

Florida gets more sunshine every day than most states, but a number of other states – including 
New Jersey and North Carolina – far surpass Florida in solar energy generation. Florida produces 
less than 1% of its electricity using solar energy. In this edition of Florida Crossroads, we look at 
the factors that have kept the Sunshine State from leading the pack in solar energy, and some of 
the work underway to encourage solar generation at utility scale and on individual homes and 
businesses. 
 
 
 
 



FLORIDA CROSSROADS continued 
 
5/16 & 5/19 - #3146    Take a Hike: Great Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail 
Produced by Rebecca Baer 
Florida is home to more than 500 species of birds and some of the best bird watching sites in the 
country. Rebecca Baer travels the state to share some of the sights and sounds from several of 
those parks and preserves- all part of the state’s renowned Great Florida Birding Trail. 
 
5/23 & 5/26 - #3147    Unhooked 
Produced by Mike Licquia 
About one million people in Florida have a substance abuse problem. Thousands die every year 
from overdoses. But medical breakthroughs in recent years and new drugs available are bringing 
hope to people with addictions. Florida Crossroads examines the options in Unhooked. 
 
5/30 & 6/2 - #3148    Sunshine State Suds 
Produced by Rebecca Baer 

Fans of craft beer are willing to travel far and wide to try new brews. Increasingly, they’re coming 
to Florida, where the number of breweries has increased from less than ten a few years ago to a 
few hundred today. “Sunshine State Suds” provides a behind the scenes look inside breweries- 
both large and small- and explores how beer drinkers’ tastes evolved to make the craft brewing 
business a rising industry in Florida. 
 
6/6 & 6/9 - #3149    Journey on the St. Johns 
Produced by Rebecca Baer 
Just like the Nile, the St. Johns River flows north. But that’s far from what makes Florida’s longest 
river most unique. In this episode of Florida Crossroads, take a journey on the St. Johns with a 
group of environmentalists hoping to draw attention to this important resource and the problems 
that threaten its health and natural beauty. Along the way, discover its diverse array of wildlife 
and notable history. 
 
6/13 & 6/16 - #3150    Florida Remembers: The Pensacola Region 
Produced by Krysta Brown 
Juan Ponce de Leon’s discovery of Florida in 1513 led to several expeditions by the Spanish and 
the eventual establishment of America’s oldest occupied city, St. Augustine in 1565. But a series 
of events in between those two historic dates took place on the other side of the state- along 
Florida’s northern gulf coast. They were events that, if not for a hurricane, would have 
dramatically altered Florida’s past. In our history series, “Florida Remembers”, Krysta Brown goes 
back to Florida’s first settlement, present day Pensacola, and explores other “firsts” the area is 
known for. 
 
6/20 & 6/23 - #3151    Off the Beaten Path 
Produced by The Florida Channel Team 
When you venture off Florida’s interstates and major highways, you’ll find some of Florida’s 
places of uniqueness. We’re talking about those hidden gems only locals know about. We 
highlight some of those places in another segment of our ongoing series, Off the Beaten Path.  
Looking for an adventure that can be found only in Florida? 
 
6/27 & 6/30 - #3152    Behind the Drive: Florida License Plates 
Produced by Krysta Brown 
Inside one of the most guarded prisons in the state of Florida, a select group of inmates spends 
the daytime hours making what Florida drivers can’t live without. On this week’s Florida 
Crossroads, we take you behind bar and Behind the Drive to see how license plates are made in 
Florida. 
 
 
 



LOCAL ROUTES – Second Thursdays at 8pm/Repeats Sunday at 10am 
Local Routes is a half-hour television program that takes viewers on a monthly journey to explore 
authentic northwest Florida and south Georgia. From history, to the environment, to the 
fascinating and often hidden gems that make up our culture, Local Routes looks at where we’ve 
been, where we’re going, and the interesting people, places and things along the way.   
 
4/11 & 4/14 - #406  American Spring Live/EcoCitizens 
Lake Elberta in Tallahassee has some of the best bird watching in the area. We learn about the 
birds that can be found there and efforts to make the landscape there more Florida friendly all in 
advance of the upcoming Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission's Tallahassee Leon 
County City Nature Challenge and WFSU's EcoCitizen Day event that is part of the CNC.  
 
5/30 & 6/2 - #407  The EcoCitizen Show/Seasons in South Tallahassee 
The WFSU EcoCitizen project explores two locations. One is an urban park, Lake Elberta. Here, 
Apalachee Audubon is enhancing habitat for birds and pollinators. In the Munson Sandhills region 
of the Apalachicola National Forest, citizen scientists helping researchers study sensitive animal 
species. As both groups work, we see seasons change and affect the plants and animals of 
Tallahassee. 
 
6/20 & 6/23 - #408   Talking about Tech 
We explore how the Cyber world we live in has increased the need for people skilled in 
Information Technology. Plus we look at ways people are learning and earning while they gain 
experience in this field. Plus, how teachers can incorporate technology into the learning process 
even for the youngest students. And we go behind the scenes to show you how WFSU prepares 
for Hurricane coverage. 
 
 
 
FSU HEADLINES – Second Friday 7:30pm of each month, repeats the following Sunday at 
11:30am.   
 
4/12 & 4/15 – #1904    An update on the Apalachicola Bay System initiative and more news from 
Florida State University, including:  Maura’s Voice launch;  FAMU/FSU Collge of Engineering 
partners with the Air Force;  Nursing professor researches community health;    College of 
Medicine Match Day 2019 
 
5/10 & 5/12 - #1905    Florida State’s spring graduates celebrate this special moment in their 
lives. More news from campus includes: A look at the Jim Moran School of Entrepreneurship’s 
first class of graduates; We also showcase a tribute from FSU Panama City to its resilient class of 
2019. 
 
6/14 & 6/16 - #1906    A special tribute for President Emeritus Sandy D'Alemberte. More from 
Florida State University includes:  Naming of the Robert O. Lawton distinguished professor, the 
FSU College of Medicine opens new facility, the Marching Chiefs head to France for D-Day 
commemoration, and Mike Martin is closing out a legendary career.  
 
SPECIAL PROGRAMMING: 
 
Roadtrip Nation: Skill-Powered  (60 minutes) 
Aired Thursday, May 9 at 7pm 
 
What’s Next? #104  (30 minutes) 
Aired Thursday, May 9 at 8pm 
 
Ode to Understanding: A Tallahassee Symphony Orchestra Special  (2.5 hours) 
Aired Thursday, June 27at 9pm 


