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CAPITOL UPDATE – Sundays at 10:30AM 
Capitol Update is a weekly half-hour program that explains the most significant developments in 
Florida’s Legislative, Judicial and Executive branches - in everyday terms.  Through in-depth 
reporting, regularly occurring segments – such as “Budget Watch” and “Bill Track” – and live 
interviews, Capitol Update provides viewers across the state with a clear, concise and balanced 
view of state government in action.   

4/1 - #2104    Topics this week include: The Governor signed a bill that provides workers’ 

compensation coverage for first responders with PTSD; A federal judge gave the Governor and 

members of the Cabinet until April 26 to come up with new rules and standards for restoring 

voting rights to felons who’ve done their time; The Board of Education designated two charter 

school companies as “hope operators”, eligible for funding under House Bill 7069 approved last 

year. 

4/8 - #2105   Topics this week include:  Governor Rick Scott signed the final 18 bills from the 

2018 Legislative Session; A subcommittee of the Constitution Revision Commission compiled 12 

proposals that will be sent to the full commission for further consideration; Attorney General Pam 

Bondi kicked-off this year’s Law Enforcement Torch Run benefitting the Special Olympics Florida. 

4/15 - #2106    Topics this week include:  State reaction to a court ruling that a man in Tampa can 

grow his own medical marijuana plants;  Florida schools get positive results in the National 

Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) report;  The Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation 

Commission made history by rescuing a family group of panthers and releasing them back into 

the wild.  

4/22 - #2107    Topics this week include: The Constitution Revision Commission gave final 

approval to eight proposed amendments that will go on the ballot in November; As students 

around the state walk out of class to protest gun violence, they learned of another school 

shooting – a non-fatal shooting at a high school in Ocala; A look at what state leaders are doing 

to try to help hurricane refugees from Puerto Rico, as federal assistance starts to expire.  

4/29 - #2108    Topics this week include:  The Stoneman Douglas Public Safety Commission 

discussed school security issues and communications problems before, during and after the 

February 14 shooting;  Activists rallied at the Capitol supporting voting rights for felons who’ve 

served their time, as an appeals court ruled that the way the Clemency Board handles those 

cases is not unconstitutional;  The Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission decided not to 

authorize a limited harvest of Goliath Grouper.  

 

 



CAPITOL UPDATE continued 

5/6 - #2109    Topics this week include:  Florida’s newest university – Florida Polytechnic – 

celebrated the graduation of its first 4-year class;  The Public Service Commission held a 2-day 

workshop to review hundreds of reports and comments on power restoration after Hurricane Irma;  

Law enforcement officers and families came to the Capitol from around the state to honor their 

comrades who died in the line of duty.  

5/13 - #2110    Topics this week include:  The Constitution Revision Commission sent eight 

proposals to the Secretary of the State for the November General Election ballot;  The Supreme 

Court of Florida heard oral arguments on a parental rights case;  More than 70 troopers 

graduated from the Florida Highway Patrol Training Academy.   

5/20 - #2111    Topics this week include: Attorney General Pam Bondi announced a lawsuit 

against major drug companies that manufacture and distribute opioids;  The Board of Education 

adjusted certain test scores for graduation and discussed school funding and security;  The Fish 

& Wildlife Conservation Commission and other state agencies started distributing beetles that can 

help get rid of destructive air potato vines.  

5/27 - #2112    Topics this week include: The 2018 Atlantic Hurricane season begins June 1 and 

emergency managers want Floridians to get prepared;  The Florida Department of Health held a 

series of hearings on their latest proposal to award licenses to four more medical marijuana 

growers; Governor Rick Scott announced Florida’s crime rate is down six percent.  

6/3 - #2113    Topics this week include:  Details about Florida’s Disaster Preparedness Sales Tax 

Holiday, which started June 1; A look at how state parks are preparing for hurricane season; The 

Department of Corrections got public comments and protests about proposed changes in prison 

visitation rules.  

6/10 - #2114    Topics this week include: The Marjory Stoneman Public Safety Commission held 

two days of meetings to review details and presentations about what led to the worst school 

shooting in Florida’s history; Florida Supreme Court Justices heard oral arguments on whether 

judges and lawyers can be Facebook friends; Three civil rights leaders have been added to the 

Florida Civil Rights Hall of Fame.  

6/17 - #2115    Topics this week include:  A circuit court judge ruled that the Legislature was 

wrong to use funds required for land acquisition by Amendment One for other reasons;  The 

Clemency Board heard voting rights restoration cases again after a series of legal challenges; 

Governor Rick Scott chose three women to be inducted into the Florida Women’s Hall of Fame at 

the Capitol.  

6/24 - #2116    Topics this week include:  The Candidate qualifying period for this year’s election 

ended Friday at noon for several statewide offices including the Governor and Cabinet positions 

and some legislative seats; South Florida water managers agreed to reduce water discharges 

from Lake Okeechobee to limit high levels of algae blooms in the area;  Enterprise Florida is 

prepared to launch its tourism campaign in Key West. 

 



CAPITOL UPDATE continued 

6/29 - #2117    Topics this week include: Fire investigators with the Department of Agriculture 

said a state-contracted controlled burn got out of control, causing a wildfire that destroyed homes 

in Eastpoint;  The State University System Board of Governors elevated the University of South 

Florida to preeminent status;  The Governor and members of the Cabinet interviewed five finalists 

for the top job at the Department of Financial Regulation, but decided to postpone making a final 

choice.  

 
 
 
 
FLORIDA CROSSROADS – Thursdays at 8:30pm/Repeats Sundays at 11am 
Florida Crossroads is a weekly program produced by the Florida Channel that highlights some of 
the unique stories in the lives of Floridians.  
 
4/5 & 4/8 - #3040    Wounds of Dozier  
Produced by Mike Licquia  
In 2007, dozens of men started telling stories publicly of brutal beatings and abuse when they 
were children in the 50’s and 60’s at a state reform school in Marianna. What followed was the 
excavation of bodies from the school cemetery to see how boys there really died. Florida 
Crossroads explores what anthropologists from the University of South Florida found six feet 
under. 
 
4/12 & 4/15 - #3041    When It Happens to You: Alzheimer’s Disease in Florida  
Fred & Jodi’s Love Story  
Produced by Theresa Marsenburg  
Over half a million people in Florida have been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease. It’s the most 
common and well-known type of dementia and the 6th leading cause of death for Americans. In 
this documentary, Frederick LaCrone and JoAnn Gooding speak candidly about their fears, their 
faith and the fight to overcome depression together as a married couple. They also share advice 
about early diagnosis, financial planning and maintaining a positive outlook while living with this 
debilitating disease.  
 
4/19 & 4/22 - #3042    Riverkeepers: Perspectives Downstream  
Produced by Krysta Brown  
Florida’s Apalachicola River begins near the state line, but the water that flows downstream and 
into the Apalachicola Bay also comes from two other sources: Georgia’s Flint River and 
Chattahoochee River which forms the border between Georgia and Alabama. The three rivers 
join to make one complex system meant to be shared but litigated by its users for decades. One 
could argue no one knows the system -its needs and challenges- better than those charged with 
protecting each portion. Krysta Brown explores the Apalachicola, Chattahoochee and Flint River 
System with the people known as the Riverkeepers.  
 
4/26 & 4/29 - #3043   Billions from Beaches  
Produced by Cody O’Hara  
Floridians know the value and beauty of our beaches, but the sand and salt air attract more and 
more domestic and international visitors each year-from Pensacola to the Florida Keys. Statistics 
show out of state guests are spending more than $100 billion a year to see and explore Florida’s 
coastline. Cody O’Hara looks at the importance of Florida beaches, each with unique 
characteristics that keep beach goers and their dollars rolling in.  
 
 
 



FLORIDA CROSSROADS continued 
 
5/3 & 5/6 - #3044   Sunshine State Suds  
Produced by Rebecca Baer  
Fans of craft beer are willing to travel far and wide to try new brews. Increasingly, they’re coming 
to Florida, where the number of breweries has increased from less than ten a few years ago to a 
few hundred today. “Sunshine State Suds” provides a behind the scenes look inside breweries- 
both large and small- and explores how beer drinkers’ tastes evolved to make the craft brewing 
business a rising industry in Florida.  
 
5/10 & 5/13 - #3045    Journey on the St. Johns 
Produced by Rebecca Baer 
Just like the Nile, the St. Johns River flows north.  But that’s far from what makes Florida’s 
longest river most unique.  In this episode of Florida Crossroads, take a journey on the St. Johns 
with a group of environmentalists hoping to draw attention to this important resource and the 
problems that threaten its health and natural beauty.  Along the way, discover its diverse array of 
wildlife and notable history.     
 
5/17 & 5/20 - #3046    Florida Remembers: The Pensacola Region 
Produced by Krysta Brown 

Juan Ponce de Leon’s discovery of Florida in 1513 led to several expeditions by the Spanish and 
the eventual establishment of America’s oldest occupied city, St. Augustine in 1565. But a series 
of events in between those two historic dates took place on the other side of the state- along 
Florida’s northern gulf coast. They were events that, if not for a hurricane, would have 
dramatically altered Florida’s past. In our history series, “Florida Remembers”, Krysta Brown goes 
back to Florida’s first settlement, present day Pensacola, and explores other “firsts” the area is 
known for. 
 
5/24 & 5/27 - #3047    Unhooked 
Produced by Mike Licquia 

About one million people in Florida have a substance abuse problem. Thousands die every year 
from overdoses. But medical breakthroughs in recent years and new drugs available are bringing 
hope to people with addictions. Florida Crossroads examines the options in Unhooked. 
 
5/31 & 6/3 - #3048    Paradise Lost: Florida’s Segregated Beaches and Parks 
Produced by Theresa Marsenburg 

Not long ago, the signs of the segregated South- “White Only” and “Colored Only” -applied to just 
about every aspect of life. Florida’s world famous seashores, riverbanks and lakeside properties 
were not exempt.  While they were never “separate but equal”, the colored beaches and parks 
throughout the state were scenic and served as an oasis in a world of oppression and racism. 
These parks beckoned people of color to relax and unite; however, as African Americans began 
to experience the equalities brought about by the Civil Rights Act of 1964, many say they lost 
what was uniquely theirs. In Paradise Lost: Florida’s Segregated Beaches and Parks, we explore 
efforts to rediscover and preserve some of these historic places. 
 
6/7 & 6/10 - #3049    Take a Hike: Great Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail  
Produced by Rebecca Baer  
Florida is home to more than 500 species of birds and some of the best bird watching sites in the 
country. In recognition of National Trails Day on June 2nd, Rebecca Baer travels the state to 
share some of the sights and sounds from several of those parks and preserves – all part of the 
state’s renowned Great Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail. 
 
 
 
 
 



FLORIDA CROSSROADS continued 
 
6/14 & 6/17 - #3050    The Golden Years in the Sunshine State  
Produced by Rebecca Baer  
With five million people over the age of 60, Florida is still among the nation’s top retirement 
destinations. But many may be surprised to learn that, at one time, Florida was among the 
youngest states in terms of median age. Rebecca Baer looks at Florida’s transition to a retirement 
state and how these residents impact our culture, economy and the unique communities in which 
they’ve chosen to spend their golden years. 
 
6/21 & 6/24 - #3051   Seeds of Change  
Produced by Melissa Klinzing  
Thirty years ago, you’d be hard pressed to find fresh blueberries in most parts of Florida. Today, 
the produce aisle at the grocery store has been transformed. Florida has a thriving blueberry 
industry worth almost $100-million a year and growing. Where did all those blueberries come 
from? In “Seeds of Change”, Melissa Klinzing looks at how scientists and farmers worked 
together to breed new crops adapted to Florida’s climate, and how today’s breeding programs 
continue to improve specialty crops like blueberries, strawberries, tomatoes and more. 
  
6/28 & 7/1 - #3052    Florida’s Underground Railroad: Southern Route to Freedom  
Produced by Theresa Marsenburg  
Centuries before a secret network was formed to help slaves escape to Northern states and 
Canada, The Underground Railroad ran South. As early as 1587, Spain’s La Florida was 
recorded to be a safe haven for freedom seekers resisting enslavement. In this Florida 
Crossroads, we remember those Southern Routes to Freedom and the unique group of African 
descendants called Gullah Geechee who are still fighting to preserve their identity in America 
today. 
 
 
 
 
 
FLORIDA FACE TO FACE – Thursdays at 7:30pm/Repeats Sundays at 11:30am 
Florida Face to Face is a weekly half-hour one-on-one interview program hosted by Beth Switzer 
that introduces Floridians to their top policy-makers and examines the issues facing the state.  
Frequent guests of the program include Governor Rick Scott and the members of the Florida 
Cabinet, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House, in addition to agency heads, 
members of the Florida Legislature, and many other public officials. 
 
4/5 & 4/8 - #2814    Parkland Shooting Response 
On February 14, 2018, a gunman killed fourteen students and three teachers at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland.  This special edition of Florida Face to Face looks at 
the responses of state leadership, legislators and students in the wake of the tragedy. 
 
4/12 & 4/15 - #2815  School Safety Legislation  
This special edition of Florida Face to Face highlights state response to the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School shooting in Parkland.  Speakers include Governor Rick Scott, Senate 
President Joe Negron, House Speaker Richard Corcoran and House and Senate leaders who 
created SB 7026, the school safety bill approved by the Legislature. 
 
4/19 & 4/22 - #2816    Senate President Joe Negron 
President Negron spoke about the school shooting in Parkland, the budget process, education 
funding and more.     
 
 
 



FLORIDA FACE TO FACE continued 
 
4/26 & 4/29 - #2817   Senate President-Designate Bill Galvano 
Senator Galvano discussed the 2018 Legislative session, the response to the school shooting in 
Parkland, education and more.  
 
5/3 & 5/6 - #2818    Marshall Criser, Chancellor of the State University System 
Chancellor Criser discussed what universities are doing to increase campus security and provide 
more mental health services for students.  He also discussed the impact of Senate Bill 4, 
including changes in the way universities are evaluated.   
 
5/10 & 5/13 - #2819    Marshall Criser III, Chancellor of the State University System 
Chancellor Criser discussed what universities are doing to increase campus security and provide 
more mental health services for students.  He also discussed the impact of Senate Bill 4, 
including changes in the way universities are evaluated. 
 
5/17 & 5/20 - #2820    Senate President Joe Negron 
President Negron spoke about the school shooting in Parkland, the budget process, education 
funding and more. 
 
5/24 & 5/27 - #2821    Senate President-Designate Bill Galvano 
Senator Galvano discussed the 2018 Legislative session, the response to the school shooting in 
Parkland, education and more. 
 
5/31 & 6/3 - #2822    Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice Jorge Labarga 
Chief Justice Labarga discussed the Access to Civil Justice Commission and transparency, 
accountability and security for Florida courts. 
6/7 & 6/10 - #2823   Sandy D’Alemberte, Chair of the 1977-78 Constitution Revision 
Commission – Mr. D’Alemberte discussed the history and importance of the Constitution 
Revision Commission.  
 
6/14 & 6/17 - #2824    Steve Seibert, Executive Director, Florida Humanities Council  
Director Seibert discussed the ways the arts relate to our culture, how they affect our daily lives, 
and the programs the Council operates. 
 
6/21 & 6/24 - #2825    Proposed Constitutional Amendments, Part One 
This special edition of Florida Face to Face focuses on some of the proposed amendments 
Floridians will see on the November ballot, including one that would restore the rights of most 
felons who’ve completed their sentences, and another that would change the rules for lawmakers 
to raise state taxes and fees. 
 
6/28 & 7/1 - #2826    Proposed Constitutional Amendments, Part Two 
This special edition of Florida Face to Face focuses on more proposed amendments Floridians 
will see on the November ballot, including one that would ban dog racing and another that would 
require all local constitutional officers to be chosen by election. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOCAL ROUTES – Thursdays at 8pm/Repeats Sundays at 10am, Mondays at 12am 
Local Routes is a half-hour television program that takes viewers on a weekly journey to explore 
authentic northwest Florida and south Georgia. From history, to the environment, to the 
fascinating and often hidden gems that make up our culture, Local Routes looks at where we’ve 
been, where we’re going, and the interesting people, places and things along the way. 
 
4/5 & 4/8 - #313    Technology 
We explore a SciGirls computer coding summer camp for girls that's put on by the National High 
Magnetic Field Lab and WFSU, We also look at a local gaming competition that brings people 
together. Plus, we check out the world of drones and remote controlled helicopters and airplanes. 
And our video cameras captures the rarely seen world of four endangered Red Wolf Puppies. 
 
4/12 & 4/15 - #314    Tallahassee Museum’s Red Wolf Puppies 
In April of 2017, the Tallahassee Museum welcomed its first litter of red wolf puppies in twelve 
years. But when visitors came to see them, they found that the pups didn't like human attention. 
WFSU was granted access to the exhibit before and after hours, when the pups felt comfortable 
enough to come out. Over the last year, we've seen these endangered wolves grow and exhibit 
their wild side. 
Note: This program also aired on Thursday, June 28 at 8pm, repeating on Sunday, July 1 at 
10am. 
 
4/19 & 4/22 - #315    Earth Day 
In this episode we look at some of the changes since the first Earth day almost 50 years ago. We 
tour the new City of Tallahassee solar farm run by Origis Energy. We look at how the study of 
Aquaponics is getting a new generation interested in agriculture and science. Plus, we go off the 
trail to find the most remote spot in our area. And we look at how an artist preserved a dying tree. 
 
4/26 & 4/29 - #316    Juggling, Mr. Rogers, and Alpacas 
We introduce you to local retired Child Development Professor Don Rapp and tell you about his 
appearances on the Mister Rogers Neighborhood in the 1970s. He talks about the legend and 
how juggling is good for the brain. Plus, we explore what it takes to raise alpacas and why one 
family in South Georgia decided to get into the business. Plus meet a local teacher who uses 

coding in the classroom. 
 
5/3 & 5/6 - #317   Digging Into the Past 
We dig into the past in this episode. First with archaeologists at a site in the St. Marks National 
Wildlife Refuge as they try to solve a mystery. Then, we explore the culture shared at the annual 
Tama Powwow in Georgia. Plus, we visit the Cap City Movie Lounge, where hard-to-find movies 
from the past have a new life. And we find out what scientists are learning from the DNA of young 
sharks. 
 
5/10 & 5/13 - #318    Exploring the Apalachicola National Forest 
An EcoAdventure to learn more about the creatures and plants of the forest. 
 
5/17 & 5/20 - #319    Ants, Airbrush, Stars and Students 
Explore the underground homes of the ants of the Apalachicola National Forest. 
Note: this program aired again on Thursday 6/21 & Sunday 6/24 in the Local Routes timeslot. 
 
5/24 & 5/27 - #320    Distant Past, Created Worlds, Front Porch Library & Skateboarding 
So many stories in one half hour. We dig deep into history to find some interesting items from 
Florida's very distant past. Plus, we meet an artist who is using her imagination to create entire 
worlds. Join us as we check out the story behind the Front Porch Library. And hop on for a ride 
into the world of Tallahassee Skateboarders. 
 
 



FSU HEADLINES – Second Friday 7:30pm of each month, repeats the following Sunday at 
12:00pm.   
 
4/13 & 4/15 - #1804   
Go inside Florida State’s largest philanthropic event -Dance Marathon at FSU- to see how our 
students broke records!  More headlines include:  FSU is partnering with Harvard and MIT to 
“Reach Every Reader” and enhance early childhood education;  The National Science 
Foundation is pouring big bucks into Florida State to keep the world’s most powerful Magnet Lab 
headquartered at FSU; A fun tradition for FSU’s graduating seniors on their final road to 
becoming alumni;  Two Florida State soccer stars went viral on one wild ride! 
 
5/11 & 5/13 - #1805    
The moment thousands of Florida State students have been waiting for – Graduation Day!  More 
headlines include: The long-honored tradition of Florida State’s Senior Toast;  FSU’s newest 
Distinguished Teacher recipient;  Florida state honors the 40-year celebration of its African-
American Studies Program;  Student’s beat the heat at another President’s Ice Cream Social. 
 
6/8 & 6/10 - #1806   
On this month’s FSU Headlines, hear from the director of Opening Nights at Florida State 
University as they get set for the 21st season of outstanding performances! And FSU celebrates 
a Softball National Championship, these stories and more in this month’s FSU Headlines. 

 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL PROGRAMMING 
 
VILLAGE SQUARE #102  “God Squad” 
Aired Thursday 4/5 at 9m 
 


