
 

WAAY-TV 

Issue-Responsive Programming 

April 1, 2018-June 30, 2018 

Community Issues Identified 

• Education 

• Politics 

• Crime & Public Safety 

• Health 

• Business, Technology & Economic Development  

 

Regularly scheduled programs on WAAY-TV: 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 4:30am-7:00am 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 11:00am-12:00noon 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 4:00pm-4:30pm 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 5:00pm-5:30pm 

       WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 6:00pm-6:30pm 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 10:00pm-10:35pm 

• WAAY 31 Local News  S/S 5:00pm-5:30pm 



• WAAY 31 Local News   Sat       6:00pm-6:30pm  

• WAAY 31 Local News  S/S 10:00pm-10:35pm 

Each of the above programs represents locally-produced news which includes issues-related 
news stories and segments on issues of local importance.  Issue-responsive program segments 
are typically 1:00-3:00 segments. 

• WAAY 31 LawCall  Sun 10:35pm-11:05pm 

WAAY 31 LawCall is a locally-produced legal hotline where viewers are able to call and ask legal 
questions on a variety of topics. 

• WAAY 31 News Extra   Sa 6:00-6:30am & 10:35-11:05pm 

WAAY 31 News Extra is a conglomeration of news stories and issues that were big throughout 
the week.   

• Good Morning America M-F 7:00am-9:00am 

• World News Tonight  M-F 5:30pm-6:00pm 

• ABC News Nightline  M-F 11:35pm-12:05pm 

• Good Morning America S/S 7:00am-8:00am 

• This Week   Sun 8:00am-9:00am 

• World News Tonight  S/S 5:30pm-6:00pm 

The above programs are produced by ABC network news discussing issues-related stories and 
segments of national importance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The following is a list of some of the more significant community issues addressed by 
this/these station(s) for the quarter specified.  This listing is by no means complete, nor is the 
order in which these issues appear, intended to imply any degree of priority or significance of 
the issues. 
 

Education  

Tanner High School Principal Fired  
 After months of being on leave, the Limestone Co. Board of Education announced they 

fired the principal of Tanner High School in June.  
 When the principal was initially put on leave, it sparked multiple protests from parents, 

students & the NAACP.  
 Reporter did a live story at 10.  

 
Huntsville City Schools Superintendent Interviews for another Job   

 We learned in April Matt Akin was interviewing for a new superintendent position after 
just one year on the job.   

 On April 11th we sent an anchor to Gulf Shores, Alabama for that interview. 
 We learned a month later Akin had been offered the job & he formally accepted 
 Anchor did live hits in all shows.  

 
Interim Superintendent Named    

 Huntsville City Schools announced the interim superintendent. 
 The Deputy Superintendent of Strategy & Innovation was named to the position.  
 Christie Finley officially took over the position on May 31st.  
 Reporter did a live report at 10. 

 
Mae Jenison Parents input on Principal   

 Parents whose kids go to Mae Jemison High School in Huntsville asked the school board 
for input on the new principal for the school. 

 The school has had two different principals in the last two years and is about to get a 
third for its third year in existence.  

 Reporter did a live story for the 5 & 6  
 
Awards for Excellence for School Safety    

 State Attorney General Steve Marshall awarded Austin High School in Decatur with an 
award for excellence in school safety.  

 It was the 5th time the school has won the award.  
 Anchor story in the 5pm show  

 
 

 



Politics 
 
Confusion at the Polls in Primary Elections  

 Voters at one precinct had some confusion when it came to ballots in June.  
 There were 6 different ballots at precinct 51 for voters to use.  
 3 different counties are covered in this precinct and depending on where people lived; 

they could see different ballots at different locations.  
 Reporter did a live story at 4. 

 
Electronic Poll Books Make Debut   

 Did the story on June 5th.  
 On Primary day some precincts got to use new electronic ballots for the first time ever 

in the state.  
 Voters said the electronic ballots sped up their voting process.  
 Reporter did a live story in the 5. 

 
Lt. Governor’s Race   

 Talked with voters before the June primaries.  
 People we talked with said the Lt. Governor’s race is the most important race on the 

ballot over the Governor’s race.  
 Reporter did a live story in the 6pm 

 
Race for Alabama Governor Results   

 The entire 10pm newscast was dedicated to elections.  
 Current Governor Kay Ivey won the race.  
 We took the Governor’s victory speech live at the top of the 10pm show then went to 

Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle’s concession speech live.   
 
Silver Alert Bill Signed  

 Bill signed into law by the Governor on May 21st.  
 The bill allows law enforcement to send out a missing persons alert for people with 

Dementia and Alzheimer’s. 
 Group from Huntsville went to state capitol to advocate for the bill.  
 Reporter did a story in the 4pm show.  

 
 
 

 
 
 



Crime & Public Safety 
 
Sex Trafficking Plea Deal   

 Huntsville man pled guilty to federal charges of sex trafficking in June.  
 It’s a story WAAY 31 had been following for months  
 The man paid the victim’s father to have sex with his son. The 15 year old also lived with 

the man.  
 The father is also facing charges.  
 Live reporter at 5  

 
Huntsville Man Arrested for Pipe Bomb    

 Huntsville Police say the man’s roommate turned him in.  
 Police found a pipe bomb in his closet in June.  
 Family told us the man had recently had brain surgery and also had homeless people 

living with him and one of the homeless men he kicked out turned him in.  
 Reporter did a live report in the 5.  

 
Huntsville Triple Homicide  

 Happened in June.  
 Three bodies found in a home and the suspect was arrested in TN for a drug charge.  
 Police say the ex-Boyfriend of the mother was responsible.  
 Had team coverage in all shows on the shootings.  

 
Teacher Arrested for Sexual Contact 

 Boaz middle school teacher arrested for sexual contact with a student under 18.  
 Happened in April.  
 The man was placed on leave from the school during the investigation and later fired.  
 Reporter did a live hit in the 6.  

 
Drug Round up Arrests  

 Happened in May. 
 Sheriff’s Deputies in Marshall Co. Along with other agencies in cities throughout the 

county served 100 arrest warrants for drugs.  
 93 people in all were arrested.  
 Judge ended up throwing out 60 cases for insufficient evidence.  
 Reporter did a live hit in the 5 & 6. 

 
 
 
 



Health 
 
Alabama Opioid Crisis      

 State Attorney General unveiled a new plan in June to combat the growing issue.  
 He talked with law enforcement, health officials and councilors about the plan.  
 Madison Co. has seen a rise in opioid deaths where every five days at least one person 

overdoses on opioids.  
 Reporter did a live story in the 6pm show.  

 
Air Quality Alert      

 Madison, Morgan and Limestone Counties were all put under an air quality alert for one 
day in June.  

 Health officials warned the alert was bad for people with any sort of chronic illness that 
affected their breathing.  

 People were asked not to gas up their cars after 8am until 7pm at night.  
 Reporter did a live story in the 5pm show.  

 
Fish Consumption Advisory       

 Marshall County officials put out a fish consumption advisory for people who eat bass 
out of lakes there.  

 The Alabama Department of Health issued the alert because high levels of mercury were 
found in the fish.  

 Advisory was issued in May. 
 Reporter did a live story in our 5pm show.  

 
Vaping Problems in Schools       

 After a new report on more kids using a vaping device that looks like a flash drive in 
April, a reporter looked to see if it’s a problem in schools in the Tennessee Valley.  

 The reporter found out from different districts they have not seen an uptick in kids 
vaping, but are constantly patrolling the halls for the device.  

 Did a live report for the 6pm show.  
 
Loneliness is Making Teenagers Sick        

 A new study released in June says today’s youth are considered to be the loneliest in the 
world.  

 Doctors say broken homes, video games and technology play a big role in that.  
 The anchors read a VO.  

 
 
 



Business, Technology & Economic Development  
 
Facebook Data Center Announced   

 The Governor’s Office came to Huntsville in June and announced Facebook was building 
a data center in Huntsville.  

 It’s costing over $750 million they’re hiring 100 people.  
 We had team coverage on the announcement.  

 
Master Plan for 5 Points area    

 Huntsville City Officials announced changes in June to the master plan for the 5 points 
area and North Huntsville.  

 Bike lanes, pedestrian friendly roads, Re-zoning areas & restaurants are all in the plan.  
 Officials say they hope to see changes next year, but it would be 5 years before it all 

comes into place.   
 Live reporter story at 6.  

 
Midcity New Hotel  

 In June developers announced a new hotel coming to the MidCity development in 
Huntsville.  

 A Marriott’s Aloft hotel is expected to open in 2019.  
 Anchors read over a rendering of the new hotel.  

 
New Alcohol Ordinance    

 Decatur City Officials are working on a new ordinance that would allow restaurants to 
make more money from alcohol.  

 The proposal announced in May is for restaurants to have only 25% of sales from food 
and 75% from Alcohol.  

 Right now restaurants must make 60% of sales from food.  
 Reporter did live story in the 6.  

 
Businesses Gearing Up for Hydrofest    

 Hydrofest is happening in Guntersville in late June. 
 Over 15,000 people are expected & businesses told us they are stocking up on food & 

alcohol.  
 City Officials say millions are expected to come into the city.  
 Reporter did a story that aired at 4.  

 
 


