
 

WAAY-TV 

Issue-Responsive Programming 

January 1, 2018-March 31, 2018 

Community Issues Identified 

• Education 

• Politics 

• Crime & Public Safety 

• Health 

• Business, Technology & Economic Development  

 

Regularly scheduled programs on WAAY-TV: 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 4:30-5:00am 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 5:00-6:00am 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 6:00am-7:00am 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 11:00am-12:00noon 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 4:00pm-4:30pm 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 5:00-5:30pm 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 6:00-6:30pm 



 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 10:00-10:35pm 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 12:05am-12:35am 

• WAAY 31 Local News  S/S 5:00-5:30pm 

• WAAY 31 Local News   Sat       6:00-6:30pm  

• WAAY 31 Local News  S/S 10:00-10:35pm 

Each of the above programs represents locally-produced news which includes issues-related 
news stories and segments on issues of local importance.  Issue-responsive program segments 
are typically 1:00-3:00 segments. 

• WAAY 31 LawCall  Sun 10:35-11:05pm 

WAAY 31 LawCall is a locally-produced legal hotline where viewers are able to call and ask legal 
questions on a variety of topics. 

• WAAY 31 News Extra   Sa 6:00-6:30am & 10:35-11:05am 

WAAY 31 News Extra is a conglomeration of news stories and issues that were big throughout 
the week.   

• Good Morning America M-F 7:00am-9:00am 

• World News Tonight  M-F 5:30pm-6:00pm 

• ABC News Nightline  M-F 11:35pm-12:05pm 

• Good Morning America S/S 7:00am-8:00am 

• This Week   Sun 8:00am-9:00am 

• World News Tonight  S/S 5:30pm-6:00pm 

The above programs are produced by ABC network news discussing issues-related stories and 
segments of national importance. 

The following is a list of some of the more significant community issues addressed by 
this/these station(s) for the quarter specified.  This listing is by no means complete, nor is the 
order in which these issues appear, intended to imply any degree of priority or significance of 
the issues. 



 

Education  

Flu Closes Schools  
 Marshall County Schools announced on February 7th they would close schools for a 

week due to the flu.  
 Officials said it was due to high number of absences and so they could properly clean 

the schools. 
 Reporter did a live story at 4 & 5. 

 
Huntsville City Schools Lawsuit Settlement   

 Huntsville City Schools owed $65,000 after a title 7 lawsuit.  
 Lawsuit was over discrimination in the workplace.  
 Per the agreement, the teacher in question will receive $10,000 and a $20,000 pay raise 

per year.  
 The rest of the money will go to her lawyers.  
 Reporter did a live story at 10pm.  

 
Arrest Made After High School Lockdown   

 Sparkman High School place on lockdown in February.  
 911 call was made, however no one actually talked to the dispatcher.  
 Dispatcher did say however they could hear someone saying “put the gun down” on the 

other end of the phone.  
 No weapon was found after an evacuation.  
 A student was arrested after it was determined the call came from his cell phone inside 

the school.  
 

Flu Closes Schools  
 Marshall County Schools announced on February 7th they would close schools for a 

week due to the flu.  
 Officials said it was due to high number of absences and so they could properly clean 

the schools. 
 Reporter did a live story at 4 & 5. 

 
Huntsville School Board Special Meeting   

 Special meeting called in April over a school board member and a push to censure her. 
 Motion brought by the board president, was voted down by entire board.  
 Reporter did a live story in the 10pm and mornings shows. 

 
 

 
 



Politics 
 
Race for Governor  

  Learned Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle is running for Governor of Alabama. 
 After doing some digging, found out no Mayor has ever won the Governor’s race.  
 We have two Mayors in the state running for Governor. We talked with both of them.  
 Reporter did a live story at 5.  

 
Government Shutdown Local Impact  

 Did the story on January 18th, just a few days before the first shutdown.  
 Talked with a retired Army Contractor who used to work on Redstone Arsenal, which is 

in Huntsville, about how a shutdown may affect workers.  
 Reporter did a live story in the 6.  

 
Gubernatorial Candidate Forum  

 Did the story on April 8th 
 Candidates running for Governor of Alabama faced off in their first debate.  
 Current Gov. Kay ivey and Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle were not present 
 Reporter did a live story in the 5pm 

 
Former Governor Bentley Investigation  

 Investigation concluded on April 4th. 
 Ethics investigation found there would be no other charges brought against the former 

governor.   
 Bentley resigned last year after pleading guilty to campaign finance violations.  
 Anchors read the story as breaking news at 4.  

 
House District 21 Special Election  

 Special election held on March 27th. 
 Was for Madison County.  
 Voters picking a new state representative to send to Montgomery.  
 Anchors read the winner of the election during the 10pm news.  

 
 
 

Crime & Public Safety 
 
Huntsville 7th Homicide   

 29 days into the New Year and Huntsville PD was already investigating its 7th homicide.  
 PD says that’s unusual for the area saying in 2016, they only had one homicide for the 

month of January.  



 We also received homicide numbers for all of 2016 & 2017 to compare just the month 
of January to.  

 Reporter did a live story in the 4 & 5.  
 
Police Tracking Shootings    

 We sat down with Huntsville Police to learn how they track shootings.  
 Learned their current system makes it hard for them to get us actual shooting numbers 

since everything, including a car backfiring, is entered in as a “shots fired” call if that’s 
how it came into the system.  

 Reporter sat down with police in January to learn about the system.  
 
Baby Found in Igloo Cooler 

 Happened in late January.  
 Found out a woman out of Hartselle had been arrested after police say they found 

remains of a baby buried in a backyard in an igloo cooler.  
 Police say the autopsy did not reveal whether the baby had been born alive or stillborn 

or if it was a boy or girl. 
 The mom was arrested & charged.   

 
Fire Hydrants Vandalized 

 Police in Florence say at least 5 fire hydrants were vandalized.  
 We learned multiple gallons of water spilled out onto the roadways and it was so bad 

that had there been a house fire, crews would not have been able to use the water to 
put it out.  

 Loss of water caused the tanks to go to critical levels.  
 Police say the vandals will face criminal charges.  

 
Tornadoes/Damaging Winds  

 Happened in March & April.  
 WAAY 31 had continuous live coverage of the tornadoes in late March.  
 Had live reporters out in the field all across the DMA 
 Stayed on air to tell people once the threat had passed helping to ensure their safety.  
 A week later in early April, we had another bad storm come through the DAM, but only 

damaging winds, no tornadoes.  
 Live reports in all shows of a boat marina tore to pieces and a big tree that fell on an 

apartment complex causing multiple people to have to move.   
 

 
 
 
 



Health 
 
Flu Outbreak & Doctors      

 Talked with doctors and nurses about how they’re keeping themselves safe as they treat 
multiple patients battling the flu.  

 Learned the steps they go through to de-contaminate.  
 Reporter did the story in January.  

 
Flu Outbreak & Pharmacies      

 Learned more people are self-medicating for the flu over going to the doctor.   
 Pharmacies tell us medication is flying on the shelves and they’re having a hard time 

keeping stuff stocked.  
 Live reporter story in the 5pm show.  

 
Hospitals Turning Away People       

 Huntsville hospital issued a request in early January asking people not to come to the 
hospital to visit if they have any flu like symptoms. 

 It’s due to the flu outbreak.  
 Reporter did a live story in our 5pm show.  

 
Coffee Causing Cancer       

 A new court ruling in California is requiring places like Starbucks to label cups of coffee 
with a cancer warning.  

 A WAAY 31 reporter looked into the ruling to see if Alabama had such a law.  
 The reporter spoke with members of the community people about the cancer warning.  
 Did a live report for the 10pm show on March 30th.  

 
Decatur Pharmacists Health Care Fraud       

 A Decatur Pharmacy owner pleads guilty to health care conspiracy.  
 He was sentenced to 5 years in prison & had to forfeit $1 million he received from 

scamming government health care provider TRICARE.  
 The anchors read the story over a mugshot.  

 
Business, Technology & Economic Development  
 
Memorial Parkway Construction   

 We learned construction along Memorial Parkway would finish one year early.  
 The project started in 2015.  
 We learned crews completed each phase of the project early, meaning they received an 

additional $1 million to help things along.  
 Reporter did a live story in January.  



 
Huntsville Greenway Master Plan    

 Huntsville City Officials gave an update on their greenway master plan in January.  
 It’s part of the long term downtown master plan.  
 Officials said they were adding more bike paths and walking trails to the plan after 

feedback from people.   
 Live reporter story at 4.  

 
Parkway Place Sales  

 We talked with officials at Parkway Place Mall in Huntsville to find out how their 
Christmas Shopping season fared.  

 Found out sales were better than the national average for 2017.  
 Officials said that was due to local stores being in the mall more so than national 

chains.  
 Reporter did a live story in the 4pm show.  

 
Toyota-Mazda Plant Announcement    

 Governor kay Ivey along with Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle and the presidents of both 
Toyota and Mazda announced the new plant would be built in Huntsville.  

 Announced the plant would bring in 4,000 jobs to Huntsville.  
 It will be a $1.6 billion plant.  
 We had team coverage on the January announcement.  

 
New Soccer Complex    

 Huntsville City Council approved the building of a new soccer complex at the end of 
March. 

 Will be a $5 million complex located off Drake Road.  
 Reporter spoke with city council members as well as the public to get their thoughts on 

the complex.  
 Reporter was live in the 5pm show.  

 


