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We will always look back on 2020 as the year we experienced a tumultuous election, 
massive protests in the aftermath of the murder of George Floyd, and a deadly pandem-
ic that upended daily life. Each of these made an enormous impact on our community. 
WGLT and NPR have been there to cover all of it with in-depth analysis and context from 
multiple perspectives. If anything good has come from all of this in our little corner of the 
universe, it’s that NPR, WGLT, and public media have proven their immeasurable value. 
All of us—including you, our supporters—should be very proud of that. 

The Only Constant in Life is Change 

Like many of you, COVID-19 led to major changes in how we work. WGLT shifted to 
primarily work-from-home mode in mid-March. The change was relatively straightfor-
ward, though disruptive, for the business and development sides of the house—at least 

until the “virtual” fund drives. Most of the content you heard and read, however, also had 
to be produced from the homes of our staff members. Operations Director Travis Meadors 
deserves a very special shout-out for figuring everything out quickly and without a tremen-
dous impact on our budget. 

The pandemic forced us to think creatively. No large gatherings meant no Summer Con-
cert or Radio Faces. For the former, we partnered with long-time supporter CEFCU to 
produce a series of “Stay at Home” virtual concerts featuring local artists playing a variety 
of genres. Later in the year, we teamed up with arts and cultural partners, who couldn’t 
perform shows in front of live audiences, for a special series of Friday night broadcasts 
called “WGLT Presents.” Partners included Heartland Theatre Company, Illinois State 
University’s School of Theater and Dance and School of Music, and many others.  

Year in Review
from General Manager R.C. McBride

WGLT work-from-home mode. 

WGLT
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Our partnership with Bradley University for WGLT to manage day-to-day operations at 
WCBU in Peoria proved to be even more beneficial that we could have envisioned. By 
combining business, management, and operations staffs, both stations were able to weather 
the pandemic economic fallout better than they would have had the operations remained 
separate. WGLT’s daily newsmagazine Sound Ideas took a spring/early summer hiatus to 
allow us to regroup for social distancing requirements but returned in July at a new late 
afternoon time slot of 5 p.m., and feedback has been positive. 

The Best of the Best

In the fall, WGLT became the most listened-to local news radio station for the first time 
ever. Monthly traffic to WGLT.org frequently exceeding 200,000 unique visitors—more 
than 10 times what it when we first began to seriously focus on our non-radio products 
five years ago. 

The pandemic didn’t stop some staffing changes. Dana Vollmer joined 
WGLT in July. We also added to our impressive line-up of part-time 
journalists, with many joining the team during the year. Our students 
remained a vital part of our newsroom, juggling school and work from 
home demands like pros. Finally, longtime Program Director Mike 
McCurdy retired in October after nearly three decades of service. This 
paved the way for a reorganization of staff, with some well-deserved 
promotions including Ryan Denham to content director, Jon Norton 
to audio director, and Ariele Jones joining staff full-time as music 
director and All Things Considered host. 

None of this could have occurred without your help. Individual giving is more important 
now than ever. I’m happy to report an increase in this funding area during 2020 despite 
the large and understandable drop in corporate support we have experienced. Please keep 
it up, and tell your friends! If you’re interested in other ways to contribute, there is plenty 
of information at WGLT.org, and we’re always happy to answer and email or a phone call. 
We look forward to seeing you in-person when it’s safe to do so.  

What’s next for WGLT?

We will be modernizing WGLT.org mid-2021 with improvements that will enhance our 
ability to offer a variety of local content. Our plan to add more full-time journalist posi-
tions is in a holding pattern until the economic situations in the country and the commu-
nity stabilizes. Most importantly, however, the quality daily service you depend on from 
NPR and WGLT will remain available to all who wish to consume it. 

And so we go onward together with your support!

R.C. McBride
General Manager 

Mike McCurdy
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From the WGLT Newsroom...
It was quite a year, with nonstop major news stories 
in 2020 that demanded strong local coverage.  
The following is an overview of what kept WGLT’s 
newsroom busy.

Coronavirus – WGLT was the leader in COVID-19 
coverage in Bloomington-Normal, pairing data-driv-
en analysis with personal stories of loss and adapta-
tion. That coverage included a rigorous fact check 
of Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s claims about a Bloomington 
testing site and deep-dive reporting into how the 
virus decimated local nursing homes.

Social justice – WGLT was there following the 
murder of George Floyd, which sparked near-daily 
social justice demonstrations in McLean County in 
the summer, then followed it up with data-driven 
reporting on how often police use force in Blooming-
ton-Normal. 

Summer unrest – We were there—literally—as stores were looted in separate violence, 
and we’ve tracked those cases through the criminal justice system. 

Election coverage – Even during a pandemic, voters needed to be informed about who 
and what was on the ballot in the November election. WGLT adapted its traditional 
in-person candidate forums into a series of video interviews with candidates running for 
state and county office.
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WGLT.org’s Most-Read Stories
The Top 10 most-read stories of the year on WGLT.org include some of our most 
impactful, important reporting from across the community.

1. Remembering Dani Kater, COVID’s Youngest McLean County Victim 

2. With Less Driving, State Farm May ‘Return Value’ To Policyholders 

3. Normal Couple Flush With Cash After Deal On ‘Shark Tank’ 

4. Video: Looters Hit Target, Walmart In Normal As Unrest Grows 

5. At ISU, 273 Students Have Tested Positive For COVID-19

6. State Farm To Return Up To $2 Billion To Auto Customers 

7. Police: Concealed Carry Masks Are OK During Pandemic 

8. Illinois State University To Close Dorms, Shift To Online Classes Due To Coronavirus 

9. First Confirmed COVID-19 Case Reported In McLean County 

10. Surge In COVID Cases Lands McLean County On NYT ‘Bad News Ahead’ List 

Events
The pandemic made it impossible to host many 
in-person events this year, with one exception. 
WGLT’s newsroom hosted a socially distanced debate 
(in an empty auditorium!) between U.S. Rep. Rodney 
Davis and his challenger Betsy Dirksen Londrigan 
before the November election.

Special Series
Living Black in Bloomington-Normal
The social justice movement that was rekindled in 
2020 showed us all that it’s time to listen. We turned 
on the microphone and did just that. WGLT’s 23-
part Living Black series featured 1-on-1 interviews 
with Black community members—young and old, 
rich and poor, professionals and students. They brave-
ly shared their own experiences of what it’s been like 
to live Black in this community. Listen to the series at 
WGLT.org/LivingBlack.

https://www.wglt.org/living-black-in-bloomington-normal
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Meet the entire WGLT team  
at WGLT.org/staff

Ryan DenhamR.C. McBride Melissa Libert Travis Meadors

Nicole Welsh Jon Norton Eric Stock Jennifer 
Armstrong

Charlie  
Schienker

Ariele Jones Dana Vollmer Jon Hall

Our 2020 “Stay at Home” virtual concerts featured local artists 
playing a variety of genres.



WGLT—11

produced by JON NORTON

hosted by  ARIELE
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Ameren Illinois 

Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts

Bloomington Normal Area Convention and

   Visitors Bureau

Bloomington Normal Audiology

Bloomington Public Library 

CEFCU

Central Illinois Regional Airport

CertaPro Painters of Bloomington-Peoria

Charles Schwab Independent Branch Leader,

   Mark Brownlee 

Chestnut Health Systems

Chicago Blues Guide

Children’s Discovery Museum 

City of Bloomington 

Coffee Hound

Comcast Business

Communication Junction

Community Players Theatre

Connect Transit

Constitution Place Self Storage

Crossroads Handcrafts of the World

Ecology Action Center

Economic Development Council

Epiphany Farms Hospitality Group

Evergreen FS 

First Allied - Zimmerman & Armstrong 
Investment Advisors

Forget Me Not Flowers

Fox & Hounds Day Spa

The Garlic Press

Great Harvest 

Green Top Grocery

GROWMARK 

Heartland Community College

Heritage Operations Group

Hile Group

Illinois Prairie Community Foundation

Illinois Symphony Orchestra

Illinois State University Admissions

Illinois State University Athletics

Illinois State University College of Arts  
   and Sciences

Mackinaw Valley Vineyard & Winery

McLean County Chamber of Commerce

McLean County Museum of History

MCK CPAs & Advisors 

Miller Park Zoological Society

The Music Shoppe 

My Lean Body Boot Camp

Normal Public Library

The Normal Theater

Often Running

Peoria Riverfront Museum

A Perfect Promotion 

Ronda Glenn Law Office

SmartVet

Specs Around Town

Tarvin’s Culligan

Town of Normal

Town of Normal Parks & Recreation  
   Department

Twin City Self Storage

Unit Five Education Association 

VisionPoint Eye Center

Vitesse Cycle Shop

Waiting Room Records 

Westminster Village

2020 WGLT Event Sponsors and Underwriters 
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Directors  
($1,500-plus)
Joseph and Susan Alford
W. Brad and Tonya Barker
Raymond and Laurie   

Bergner
Carol Carey-Odekirk and 

Warren Odekirk
Linda and Jack Chizmar
John Elterich and Karen 

Schmidt
GROWMARK 
Dolores Hellweg
Austin and Lorraine Holte
Albert and Elizabeth 

Hornbrook
Scott and Jennie* King
John and Pamela Muirhead
Don and Carol Munson 
Sally Pancrazio
Susan and Chris Prendergast
William Semlak and Joani 

Moore
Bill and Susan Sulaski 
Robert and Marilyn 

Sutherland
Anonymous (4)

Broadcasters  
($1,000-plus)
Roger and M. Rebecca 

Anderson
Elizabeth Fox Anvick and 

Caroline Fox
Bruce Bergethon and Jo 

Porter
Sandra Bush
Harry and Mary Campbell
Dorene Cardozo
Michael and Eva DeVore
Janet and Arthur Drake
John and Marilyn Freese
Joseph Gibson

Alexander Goldman*
Michael Grater
Barbara and Robert Hathway
Diana and David Hauman
Douglas Hennessy
Eliud Hernandez
Katherine and Robert 

McDade
Jeanne Howard and Rhondal 

McKinney
Paul and Carolyn Jarvis
Mia Jazo-Harris and David 

Harris
Dennis Killian
Carolyn Moon and Richard 

Seehuus
Regina and Sean O’Brien
Michael and Susan O’Rourke
Paul and Katherine Packard
James Pinder
Nancy and Benjamin Pounds
Sandra Roe
Charles Schlenker and Sarah 

Curtis
John Stark and Lori Adams
Jean Swee and Paul Bailey
Cathy and Brad Wallace
Robyn Walter
WD Mark Wyman
Anonymous (1)

Leaders ($500-plus)
Wayne Aldrich
Jerry Antonini
Michael Baum
John and Melinda Baur
Mary and Richard Beal
Richard and Nancy Bennett
Laura Berk
J. Gordon and Sandra Bidner
Joseph Blaney
Marie Bosche
Amy Bradford

Charlotte Brown and 
William Morris

Daniel and Debra 
Brownstone

Janette and Scott Bruns
Shari and Mark Buckellew
Todd and Corin Chapman
Barbara Coleman
Julia Cozad-Callighan and 

Shaun Callighan
Catharine Crockett and 

Stephen Leskovisek
Galen and Gail Crow
Paula Crowley and Daniel 

Deneen
Jeffrey and Mary Davis
William and Mercedes 

Davison
Larry and Marlene Dietz
Patrick and Mary Dullard
Jana and Orlyn Edge
Nancy and Ethan Evans
Janet and Kim Farkas
George and Mary Farnsworth
Furnace Urbini Glass Works
Stanley and Martha Geison
Virginia Teas Gill
Lee and Leslie Green
Jay and Doris Groves
Eldon and Jane Haab
R. Given and Jean Harper
Michael and Susan 

Harrington
Susan Harsha
Thomas Haynes
Teresa and Wensley Herbert
Jessica Hoy
Peggy Hundley
Steve Hunt and Sarah Diel-

Hunt
Clinton and Nicole 

Inselmann

WGLT Donor Roll
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Joseph Johnston
Sarah Kamin
Christine Kaufman and 

Mark Austill
Robert and Victoria King
Jeanna Klunk
Joy Knapp-Hippensteele and 

J. Robert Hippensteele
William LaBounty
Dennis and Jean Lawyer
Anne and John Libert
Melissa Libert
Daniel Liechty
Paul and Beth Maier
Michelle and Daniel Mancias
Benjamin and Kari Matthews
Raymond and Christy 

McBride
William and Maryann 

Mellor
Sarah Nannen and Brad Stefl 
William and Kathy Neil
James and Julie Neville
Alice and Roger Obert
James Ostell
Jeffrey and Julie Payne
Kristine and Paul Peacock
Lauretta and Richard Pearl
Mary and Stephen Peterson
Mary and Steve Pollitt
Norris and Beth Porter
Ann and Richard Ramoino
Bill Rau
Ed Ringness
Debra and Howard Rodgers
Cindy Ross-Ringer
Craig and Lisa Ryan
Karen Sandhaas and Michael 

Matejka
Donald Schwingel
Jeffrey and Carol Secord
Jamie and Martin Smith
Carl and Chantal Sneed
Daniel W. Steadman, DDS

David and Trudy Strand
Joseph Strano and Janine 

Toth
Charlotte and Joe Talkington
Vicki and Tim Tilton
Steven and Mary Vogel
Barry and Marjorie Weaver
Michael and Kim Wells
Jill and William West
Richard and Kathy 

Whitworth
Kay Wilson
John and Laurie Wollrab
Debra Wozniak
James Zaleschuk and Susan 

Hillabold
Diane Zosky and Ramona 

Beasley
Anonymous (5)

Day Sponsors ($365)
Nancy D. and Martin J. 

Anderson
Jennifer Armstrong
Joseph and Nancy Armstrong
Larissa Armstrong and 

Zachariah Barr
Paula Aschim and Tim 

Garvey
David Beck
Alan Bedell and Deanna 

Frautschi
Corey Beirne
Richard Bernard
John and Cindy Beurskens
Kathryn and Hans Bishop
Jill Blair
Sarah and Brad Boesdorfer
Katherine and Daniel Boser
Justin Boyd
Larry and Carroll Bross
Lisa and Kevin Callis
Karyl Carlson
Ann Champion

Mike Cheavens
Jennifer and John Chizmar
Elizabeth and Walter Clark
Darren and Kirsten Clerkin
Michael and Stephanie 

Company
Sandra and Donald Coy
Shirley Craig
Joseph and Rachel Dalton
Kim Danley
Kathleen Davis
Laura Goeckner Dawdy and 

Darin Dawdy 
Roger Day and Tami Martin
Julia and James Derden
Megan Devlin
Binoy Edathiparambil
Richard and Susan File
Thomas Gerschick
Rita and William Gordon
Sandra and Fred Groves
Brandy and Robert Hansen
Tammy Hansen
Rebecca Hayes and Caleb 

Carr
Sally and Jim Heffernan
Sally Heinzel and Andrew 

Hughes
Julie and Brian Hiles
Deanne Hinrichsen
David and Marcia Hirst
Robert and Sharon Hoy
John Hunt
Roger and Mary Hunt
Mary Jane and George 

Jackson
Jon and Linda Johnston
Douglas and Karen 

Kaufman-Dickson
Nargis Khokhar
John and Danielle Kim
Linda Kimber
Craig and Sheila King
Patricia and Gary Klass



Julie and Steve Kubsch
Scott and Theresa Lage
Joseph and Andie Lewis
Teri Liston
Alan and Juliene Longworth
Tyler Lotz and Erin Furimsky
Patricia and Andrew Luber
Rachael Lund
Alex Luthe and Melissa Attig
Mabel and Michael Lux
Lucio Manzo and Lia Kroeze
Emily Martin and Ara 

Aprahamian
Benjamin and Sonya Mau
Karen McCarey
Michael and Rita McCarthy
Mary McCulley
Angela Miller and Michael 

Burke
Kelly Mirsky and Kathy 

Berberich
Barbara and Fred Moore
William Morgan and Ellen 

MacCannell-Morgan
Theresa Myers
Michael Nash
Pamela and Robert Negri
Michael Nettleton
Pam Newby
Michael and Jackie Novario
Dale and Barbara 

Nunemaker
Thomas and Debra Ochs
Ron Patterson
Carolyn Pitts and Michael 

Pace
Carla and Harold Pohl
John Pryor and Hannah 

Eisner
Karen Remsberg
Tamarra Rennick
Daniel and Laura Rich
John and Vickie Robertson
William Robitske

Leif Roll
Jeremy Ropp
Pamela and John Rosa
Thomas and Janis Rossi
James and Faith Russell
Richard and Janet Schroeder
Alan and Elizabeth Sender
James Simeone and Kathleen 

Zurkowski
Daniel and Kathryn Stoyak
Kevin Suess and Christina 

Schulz
Philip and Leah Supple
Kurt Timmerman
Roberta Trites and George 

Seelinger
Janet and John Tulley

James and Sally Turner
Karyn Turner
Sarah and Mark Walczynski
Donald and Karen Wettstein
Stewart Winger and Elyse 
Nelson-Winger
Deborah and Michael 
Wolford
Amy Woodrum
Angela and Dan Yandel
Evelyn Young
Antonette Zammuto
Randal and Holly Zehr
Ronald Zielinski
Anonymous

* deceased

WGLT Friends  
Council Roster 
2020

Phani Aytam		
State Farm Insurance 
Companies

Justin M. Boyd		
COUNTRY Financial

Mercy Davison  
Chair Town of Normal

John Elterich  
State Farm Insurance 
Companies, retired 

Denise Geske		
Fox and Hounds Hair 
Studio and Day Spa	

Mia Jazo-Harris  
Co-Chair,	 State Farm 
Insurance Companies

Jennifer Keigher		
Town of Normal

Julie Kubsch  
Specs Around Town

Jean Lawyer	
COUNTRY Financial, 
retired  

Norris Porter  
McLean County  
Museum of History 

Alan Sender		
Chestnut Health  
Systems, retired 

Jeff Woodard  
McLean County  
Museum of History

Cat Woods  
Special Olympics Illinois 

Heather Young  
OhmFit Activewear
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Please contact WGLT Contributor Services  
with additions or corrections at 309-438-3581  
or contributorservices@wglt.org.
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