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1. Governor Matt Bevin on Tuesday announced that Vanderbilt Chemicals, LLC will invest $13.7 
million to increase the output of its Calloway County facility, which produces additive 
compounds for numerous industries. Vanderbilt's expansion in western Kentucky includes the 
addition of a new spray drying system and a new building to house this equipment. The facility 
provides dried, purified and finished smectite and bentonite clay used in pharmaceutical, 
personal care, agri-science, ceramics, household items and other products. Company executives 
expect to complete the project in early 2019. Currently, the company employs 97 people at the 
Murray facility. 

 
2. The City of Murray is one step closer to implementing a payroll tax. At Thursday night's 

meeting, the Murray City Council voted in favor of drafting an ordinance establishing a 1 
percent payroll and net profits tax for people and businesses that work or operate in the city. 
Mayor Jack Rose broke a 6-6 tie with his “yes” vote. Proponents say the payroll tax will bring 
in more revenue than city stickers and will be easier to enforce. Opponents say the tax is unfair 
and is taxation without representation to those who only work in the city. The ordinance must be 
passed twice by the city council before it can be enacted. 

 
3. A meeting set for Tuesday at the Parks Services Office to hear a group's appeal of a recent 

resolution by the Paducah City Commission to limit participation in its Veterans Day parade has 
been cancelled. Mayor Brandi Harless announced the cancellation on Friday. The Parade 
Committee was to hear an appeal from the local Sons of the Confederacy, who wants to 
continue to be part of the event. The City recently sent a letter to the SOC explaining that entry 
into the Parade is limited to participants who represent the U.S. Armed Forces, which would bar 
the organization from participating. Harless added that it would be disrespectful to go ahead 
with the meeting on the same day as the city's celebration of Emancipation. Harless' Office is 
reportedly in the process of organizing a meeting with both groups for the purpose of "offering 
further dialogue on that issue." 

 
4. Graves County residents without high speed internet are one step closer to getting it. Officials 

say having a county where high speed internet is available everywhere will help it grow and 
reach its potential. On Monday, the Graves County Fiscal Court voted to advertise for bids for 
an agent to act on the county's behalf as it gathers information. Most of Graves County already 
has high speed internet available. The latest initiative is only applicable to the areas that are not 
covered. Those areas include a ring around Mayfield approximately 3 to 5 miles outside the city 
limits, the Symsonia area and the Water Valley community. County officials say they will look 
at the information provided by the third party agent to make responsible and informed decisions 
to determine the feasibility of the initiative. 

 
5. Some workers at the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant have received letters notifying them of 

possible layoffs in October. Employees of Fluor Federal Services and LATA-Sharp Remediation 
Services have known that the contracts between their companies and the Department of Energy 
were set to expire, but they received official WARN letters dated August 15, 2017. A letter 
obtained by WestKentuckyStar explained that once the transition to the new contractor, Four 
Rivers Nuclear Partnership, is complete, up to 214 employees who have not been hired by 
FRNP would be let go on October 19. Those workers affected include management, union and 



non-union workers. 
 

6. Three local petitions on the subject of Paducah's Confederate monuments have garnered more 
than ten thousand names in less than a week. As of Sunday at 3 pm, the original petition calling 
for the removal of all Confederate monuments from public property in Paducah, had 1,787 
signatures. Meanwhile, two subsequent petitions which urge the city to keep the monuments in 
place, have gathered a combined total of 9,113 names. All three petitions are posted on the 
website Change.org. The petitions will eventually be presented to Mayor Brandi Harless and 
city commissioners. 

 
7. Paducah area residents who need a ride can now take advantage of the Lyft ridesharing service. 

Business owner Amanda Hill says she and her husband, who have purchased a van to drive for 
the popular online ridesharing app, had been working with the company for about four months 
before they got the good news. She says initially they were turned down. Hill says she isn't yet 
sure how much the service will cost in Paducah, but she is confident it will be significantly less 
than the previous options available in the area. Drivers can work independently, or can sign up 
under another driver for an added bonus. There will likely be a limit on the number of drivers 
that can sign up in the area, but Hill says there will be plenty of opportunity for motivated 
drivers.  

 
8. The owners of a Benton funeral home have been indicted on felony and misdemeanor fraud, 

forgery and theft counts. A Marshall County grand jury indicted owners of Filbeck, Cann and 
King Funeral Home Tim and Becky King Tuesday on several counts of criminal possession of a 
forged instrument, insurance fraud, and theft by unlawful taking. Kentucky Department of 
Insurance investigators served search warrants on May 1 at the funeral home and seized 
documents and electronic files related to the case while investigating complaints from 
customers who allegedly paid the funeral home to buy insurance policies that were never 
actually purchased. Commonwealth Attorney Mark Blankenship says the Kings turned 
themselves in on Wednesday. Bail has not yet been set. 

 
9. McCracken County Sheriff Jon Hayden has announced that he will not seek re-election, and has 

endorsed Captain Matt Carter to fill his position. Hayden made the announcement Friday 
afternoon at the McCracken County Courthouse. He says he has enjoyed his time as sheriff, but 
said he is retiring so he can spend more time with family. Hayden gave his endorsement to 
Carter, saying Carter has the integrity the job requires. 

 
10. A jury has found a Paducah nursing home guilty of attempting to hide an injury to one of its 

residents and other charges, and it could cost the facility millions of dollars.McCracken Nursing 
and Rehabilitation was found guilty in McCracken Circuit Court of negligence, causing 
physical pain and suffering and losing or destroying medical records. Court records show 
resident Cecil Gary was hurt in a fall at the facility, and staff did not report the incident to his 
family as the law requires. The facility is located at 867 McGure Avenue. The date of the 
incident is not specified. Jurors recommended that the facility pay more than $28 million in 
damages to the victim. A judge will rule on the final amount to be paid.  

 


