
Quarterly Programs and Issues 
1st Quarter 2015 - WRHI

Programs:

WRHI provides local newscasts 24 hours a day from Monday at 5:30am through Saturday at 
noon. Eight long-form newscasts are delivered in the morning and three in the afternoon. Plus six 
ninety second updates in the afternoon and evening, and sixty second updates twenty times per 
day, for a total of twenty seven newscasts per day. WRHI also posts a daily summary news 
headline page on its internet web site, www.wrhi.com .

Public Service Announcements are aired on a rotating basis, prerecorded. Some are voiced by 
members of the community. They air daily.

Straight Talk is a locally-produced news and public affairs program which airs on weekdays, 
Monday through Friday. It is a thirty minute in-depth interview program featuring newsmakers 
and issues in the news. The program features discussion of a wide variety of topics of interest of 
concern for the upstate of South Carolina. A complete listing of daily guests and issues is 
updated regularly and is included on our website, www.wrhi.com . 

Examples of critical issues covered on WRHI during the quarter:

AFTER A SERIOUS LOOK AT ITS INTERNAL OPERATIONS LATE LAST YEAR, THE ROCK HILL 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION IS UPDATING IS OPERATING PLAN IN A WAY BOARD 
MEMBERS HOPE WILL NARROW THE FOCUS OF ITS PURPOSE AND PAVE THE WAY FOR MORE 
GROWTH IN THE CITY'S ECONOMIC CORE. ROCK HILL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
STEPHEN TURNER TELLS WRHI THE DAYS OF THE GROUP ACTING LIKE A CHARITY -- GIVING 
DONATIONS TO THE UNITED WAY AND WINTHROP, FOR EXAMPLE -- ARE OVER. THE RHEDC'S NEW 
FINANCIAL FOCUS NOW INCLUDES BUSINESS PARKS LIKE WATERFORD AND TECH PARK -- AND 
EFFORTS TO MOVE THE KNOWLEDGE PARK DEVELOPMENT PROEJCT FORWARD.

State House Republicans say... to pay for road repairs... they want to increase tax revenue from gasoline sales 
without raising the gas tax itself.  Governor Nikki Haley has said she will veto any proposed increase in the 
current 16 cents per-gallon gas tax.  Rock Hill Republican Gary Simrill says the study committee he chairs is 
instead looking to end the sales tax exemption that wholesalers currently get when they purchase gasoline.

It appears there is support among state Senate Republicans for a bill that would take away the guns of criminal 
domestic violence offenders for ten years.  However, most of the members of a subcommittee that heard from 
the public on the issue Wednesday are moderate-leaning Republicans... not the more conservative members 
who are likely to oppose the idea.  Edgefield Republican Shane Massey says he supports the Second 
Amendment, but doesn't believe a man should ever hit a woman.

One of the largest farm suppliers in the Charlotte region is opening a new store in Rock Hill.  The Charlotte 
Observer reports that Southern States plans to complete construction on a location on North Anderson Road 
and hold a grand opening in May.  The company already operates stores in Gaston... Iredell and Union 
Counties in North Carolina.  Southern States' officials say the Rock Hill superstore will feature a 12-thousand 
square-foot showroom... along with a ten-thousand square-foot outside display.  The showroom will provide a 
wide range of farm and home supplies.  Southern States' spokesman Steve Patterson says he hopes the store 
will be a one-stop shopping destination for farmers and people living in rural areas.

Winthrop University police say there have been at least five complaints of suspicious calls they say are part of 
a telephone scam.  Winthrop Police Chief Frank Zebedis says calls appear on caller I-D as coming from the 
Rock Hill police deparment.  Zebedis says the caller identifies himself as a Winthrop employee and tells the 



student they have an outstanding balance on their university account.  The callers tell students that if they don't 
pay over the phone... their classes will be cancelled... their transcripts will be held and their degrees will be 
voided.  Zebedis says students and parents should NEVER give personal information over the phone or make 
payments by phone.

AHEAD OF A FULL BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING NEXT MONTH, WINTHROP UNIVERSITY'S 
PRSEIDENTIAL SEARCH COMMITTEE HAS ALREADY NARROWED A LIST OF 140 CANDIDATES TO 79. 
BOARD CHAIR KATHY BIGHAM SAYS THE REMAINING CANIDATES ARE CONSIDERED ACTIVE, AND 
WILL BE RANKED BY THE PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH COMMITTEE IN THE MONTHS AHEAD. BIGHAM 
SAYS THIS YEAR'S SEARCH IS VASTLY DIFFERENT FROM THAT CONDUCTED TWO YEARS AGO FOR 
THE UNIVERSITY'S IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT.

THE TROUBLING NUMBER OF FLU-RELATED DEATHS IN SOUTH CAROLINA 
CONTINUES TO RISE.  STATE HEALTH OFFICIALS ARE NOW REPORTING 14 MORE WHO DIED IN 
THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 29TH.  THAT BRINGS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF DEADLY CASES TO 38, 
AND MOST OF THOSE PATIENTS ARE 65 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER.  CONCERNS WERE ALSO 
RAISED LAST WEEK WHEN SOME DOCTORS AND PHARMACISTS IN THE PALMETTO STATE SAID 
THEY HAVE A LIMITED SUPPLY OF THE FLU VACCINE.  THE ILLNESS IS AT ITS PEAK 
BETWEEN DECEMBER AND FEBRUARY.

GOVERNOR NIKKI HALEY IS REMINDING STATE LAWMAKERS SHE'S 
SERIOUS ABOUT GETTING ETHICS REFORMS PASSED.  DURING HER INAUGURAL ADDRESS, 
HALEY SAID RECENT SCANDALS INVOLVING ELECTED LEADERS HAVE "SHAKEN THE VERY SOUL OF 
OUR STATE."  SHE SAID CITIZENS DESERVE HONEST SERVICE, NOT "MISUSES OF PUBLIC FUNDS, 
PUBLIC OFFICE, AND PUBLIC TRUST."  ALTHOUGH BOTH DEMOCRATS AND 
REPUBLICANS HAVE SPENT THE PAST YEAR CALLING FOR ETHICS REFORM, NOTHING HAS 
PASSED IN THE STATE HOUSE.

GiTi Tire has chosen a Georgia company to begin work on its new Chester County tire facility.  Brad Cole 
Construction submitted the lowest of five bids at just under eight-million dollars.  Giti Tire is investing 560-
million dollars in a plant that will make passenger and light truck tires and hire 17-hundred people.  Brad Cole 
Construction will prepare 250 acres of the 11-hundred-52 acre site between State Highway 9 and Old Richburg 
Highway.  The work is supposed to be substantially completed by July first.

A committee with the Greater York Chamber of Commerce meets today to discuss the possibility of turning 300 
acres of undeveloped property on the city's outskirts into a future business park.  The property is located in 
woods and fields along U-S Highway 321 and State Highway 5.  The property is already connected to utility 
services from the city of York.  It is also zoned for industrial uses.  The six landowners have signed a 
memorandum of understanding to develop the property.

The Chester County Coroner has released the name of the person killed in an early Sunday afternoon wreck 
five miles east of Lockhart.  63-year-old Nora Jean Hope was pronounced dead at the scene of the crash on 
Highway 97.  The state Highway Patrol says the vehicle driven by Hope was heading south when it crossed the 
center line.  Troopers say Hope overcorrected... ran off the right side of the road... overturned and struck a tree.  
She was ejected from the vehicle.

An administrative law judge has reversed his decision last week to issue a stay in an order awarding a 
certificate of need to Piedmont Medical Center to build a hospital in Fort Mill.  The judge issued the stay 
requested by Carolina Healthcare Systems while it appeals the C-O-N to the state court of appeals.  Judge 
Phillip Lenski wrote that after issuing his February 10th stay... the court became aware that Piedmont had filed 
a responsive pleading that was apparently misrouted to another judge on the administrative law court.  A 
decision based on the additional information could come as early as this week.

Current and former students at South Carolina State University have filed a federal lawsuit against the state, 
accusing it of illegal discrimination against the institution and the black students it serves.  The lawsuit filed by 
Orangeburg attorney Glenn Walters argues state leaders caused enrollment declines by approving similar 
degree programs at other schools and encouraging a nearly all-black student body.  Walters also says the state 
violated Equal Protection laws by bolstering other colleges at the expense of S-C State.



A company that specializes in the direct manufacturing of sustainable materials and packaging is establishing 
operations in Chester County.  Footprint is investing 15-point-4 million dollars in the facility, creating an 
expected 115 new jobs over the next five years.  Arizona-based Footprint provides what it calls economical and 
environmentally-friendlly packaging solutions to its customers.  Footprint serves consumer goods... food and 
beverage... produce and horticulture and product manufacturing.  The company is leasing a 109-thousand 
square foot building at the L-and-C Distribution Park in Richburg.  Hiring for the news jobs is expected to begin 
in the third quarter of this year and continue into 2016 as more manufacturing lines are installed.

President Barack Obama will be in the Palmetto State this Friday.  Congressman Jim Clyburn says Obama will 
visit Benedict College in Columbia to hold an event with students and youth leaders.  This is the first time the 
President has visited South Carolina since his presidency started.  Obama made multiple stops throughout the 
state during his 2008 campaign for the White House.  Among the more high-profile appearances was a speech 
at the King Day at the Dome ceremony at the State House, a debate at South Carolina State University, and a 
rally at Williams-Brice Stadium, where he was joined by entertainment mogul Oprah Winfrey.

Winthrop's board of trustees will name the university's eleventh president by the end of this week.  Meanwhile... 
College of Charleston dean Alan Shao has removed himself from consideration... leaving Jeff Elwell and Daniel 
Mahony as the finalists for the school's top job.  Board members are set to meet Friday afternoon, taking public 
comment at one oclock before heading into closed session.  But university officials tell us to expect a decision 
within the hour.  Following Friday's expected decision, the next president will move in to the president's house 
over the summer and take over for acting president Debra Boyd July first.

Sheriff Bruce Bryant is warning York County residents of a person calling and falsely soliciting funds to support 
Fire Departments in the county.   Bryant says in one case a potential victim received a call from a ‘well-spoken’ 
person with a well-prepared speech.  He says the caller asked for money to support the York City Fire 
Department.  The person who received the call suspected that it was a scam... and the scam artist hung up.  
Bryant says after contacting the York Fire Department and the Chairman of the York County Fire Board, 
nobody has been authorized to solicit funds for the York Fire Department. 

Investigators say they're looking into a third suspicious house fire in Clover in about a week.  Nobody was hurt 
in the fire on Pressley Street that started Saturday night.  The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division was 
on the scene Sunday night where two other suspicious fires burned last weekend.  Those homes are next to 
each other.  Police say they are waiting on lab results before releasing the cause of the fires.

York County has lured a man from the northwestern corner of the state to be its new emergency management 
director.  Chuck Haynes is the director of emergency management in Pickens County.  
Haynes is also a former Rock Hill firefighter.  He takes over for interim emergency management director Gary 
Loflin... who was chosen to fill in after the retirement of longtime director Cotton Howell.  Haynes first day on 
the job will be Monday.

Four servicemen on a list of 100 U-S Military service members sought by the group ISIS are from the 
Carolinas, according to a list provided by N-B-C News.  The chilling list, which contains the names and 
addresses of the 100 military members, calls upon any ISIS sympathizers in the United States to kill the service 
members quote... wherever you find them.  Due to obvious privacy and safety concerns, the names or locations 
of those being sought by the group are NOT being released.  Service members on this list are being urged to 
be cautious and stay off social media for the time being.  The F-B-I and the Department of Defense are 
investigating.


