
Quarterly Programs and Issues 
1st Quarter 2016 - WRHI

Programs:

WRHI provides local newscasts 24 hours a day from Monday at 5:30am through Saturday at 
noon. Eight long-form newscasts are delivered in the morning and three in the afternoon. Plus six 
ninety second updates in the afternoon and evening, and sixty second updates twenty times per 
day, for a total of twenty seven newscasts per day. WRHI also posts a daily summary news 
headline page on its internet web site, www.wrhi.com .

Public Service Announcements are aired on a rotating basis, prerecorded. Some are voiced by 
members of the community. They air daily.

Straight Talk is a locally-produced news and public affairs program which airs on weekdays, 
Monday through Friday. It is a thirty minute in-depth interview program featuring newsmakers 
and issues in the news. The program features discussion of a wide variety of topics of interest of 
concern for the upstate of South Carolina. A complete listing of daily guests and issues is 
updated regularly and is included on our website, www.wrhi.com . 

Examples of critical issues covered on WRHI during the quarter:

The Environmental Protection Agency has placed eastern York County back in attainment as far 
as air emissions are concerned.  The area had been in non-attainment for about a decade. The 
attainment status becomes official for eastern York County January 11th.  Swenson says western 
York County has remained in attainment during the years eastern York County was in 
nonattainment.

York County Councilman Michael Johnson says a huge mixed-use development planned for the 
former Knights' Castle baseball field site that goes before the York County Council tonight is the 
most exciting project he's seen here in a long time.  Johnson says more than five-million square 
feet of office space is expected... along with hotels and shopping.  He says developer Lincoln 
Harris is telling Fort Mill that quote... we're actually going to do something real.

2016 could be the year that it's decided who will build what many residents say is a badly-needed 
hospital in Fort Mill.  Jenny Abbott Kitchings... clerk of court for the South Carolina Court of 
Appeals... says the case between Piedmont Medical Center and Carolinas Healthcare System 
looks like it will be assigned within the next six months.  A panel will then decide whether the 
case will be determined based on legal briefs that have already been filed... or whether it will be 
based on oral arguments.  Competing proposals by P-M-C and C-H-S have been bogged down in 
appeals since 2006.  Last year the courts ruled in Piedmont's favor... but that was appealed.

South Carolinians who were unable to work amid the October flooding disaster have received 
more than $1.2 million in unemployment benefits. The State newspaper reported that more than 
2,100 people received flood-related jobless benefits. According to the state Department of 
Employment and Workforce, nearly 6,100 people had applied after the Oct. 2-5 storm that closed 



roads and businesses. Business owners, employees and the self-employed could receive benefits 
if they could prove they lost income because of the disaster. Agency spokesman Bob Bouyea 
says some applicants were determined ineligible because they left their jobs before the flood or 
their employers had previously scheduled a shutdown during that period. Bouyea says most 
applicants sought a week or two of benefits. The most claims by far came from hard-hit Richland 
County.

There comes a time for change... and change is often good.  Those were the words of York 
County Sheriff Bruce Bryant Monday as he told reporters he only has one year left on the job. 
Bryant says he wants to spend more time with his wife. Bryant was first elected sheriff in 1996.  
He says he has a successor in mind he would endorse... but would not disclose that person's 
name.

After voting last month to delay issuing bonds on a new York County administration building to 
allow a committee to hold public hearings and make recommendations in April... the county 
council reversed itself Monday night.  The council narrowly voted not just to issue those bonds... 
but include them with the projects approved by voters in a bond referendum two months ago.  
York Mayor Eddie Lee told the council that the current administration building was constructed 
60 years ago... and is still called the agriculture building.

Fourteen handguns were stolen overnight from a Fort Mill gun shop, according to Fort Mill 
Police. Officers were dispatched to JJ Aim Right Gun Shop on Massey Street at about 4:30 a.m. 
Monday after the store’s alarm sounded. Police found the glass on the front door was shattered, a 
police report states. A representative from the gun shop met police and determined 14 guns were 
stolen from cases in the main room of the store. Surveillance video shows two men left in a 2013 
Jeep Grand Cherokee. The case remains under investigation.

South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley will give the Republican response to President Barack 
Obama's State of the Union address next week.  House Speaker Paul Ryan and Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell jointly announced today that Haley will deliver the address following 
Obama's January 12th speech.  Haley says she's honored she was asked to deliver it.  She says 
the country has great challenges but also great opportunities, and she intends to talk about both.   
The South Carolina-born daughter of Indian immigrants is the state's first female and first 
minority governor.  She is also the country's youngest governor and was elected to a second term 
in November.  Ryan says Haley is the right choice to lay out a positive vision and alternative to 
the status quo.

Rock Hill will honor its championship football teams Monday with a downtown Main Street 
parade. At 4:30 p.m. players from Northwestern, South Pointe and the youth Gray-Y All-Stars 
will walk from the Main Street-Dave Lyle Boulevard intersection to Fountain Park, where the 
City Council and school board will honor them. Mychal Frost, spokesman for Rock Hill schools, 
said the parade also will feature the schools’ cheerleaders and marching bands.

South Carolina's top court is getting its first new leader in more than a decade. Costa Pleicones 
(Pluh-KOH-Nus) is being sworn in Thursday as the chief justice of the state's Supreme Court. He 
has been an associate justice on the high court since 2000. Pleicones replaces Jean Toal, who 



turned 72 last year and took mandatory retirement because of her age. Pleicones himself turns 72 
next month and therefore can only spend a year as South Carolina's top judge. He has said he 
would like to make the bar exam two days instead of three and continue Toal's push to have legal 
papers filed electronically.

State senate leaders say they expect to pass a long-debated roads bill this year... although others 
aren't so sure.  At issue is whether the state should lower income taxes or reform the Department 
of Transportation before increasing the gas tax.  Beaufort Republican Tom Davis filibustered the 
bill until the end of session last year because he said its supporters weren't willing to compromise 
on reforming D-O-T. Senate Majority Leader Harvey Peeler says he believes a deal can be 
reached... as long as it includes long-term funding, a decrease in the income tax, and reforms at 
D-O-T. Democrats oppose the plan, saying income tax cuts would benefit the wealthy more.  The 
House passed a plan in April that would raise the tax on wholesale gas sales but did not include 
an income tax reduction.

An elementary schoolteacher reportedly found a gun in a student’s wheelchair in a Chester 
County classroom on Thursday. The firearm was located by a teacher at Chester Park 
Elementary School of Inquiry on Lancaster Highway just outside the city limits of Chester, 
school officials said. The teacher notified her principal and the school safety officer immediately 
took possession of the gun. She told Chester County Sheriff’s Office deputies she realized a 
student was sitting on the firearm after she picked up the student from the wheelchair. Officials 
believe that the student unintentionally transported the gun to school. School district 
spokeswoman Brooke Clinton said the teacher handled the issue quietly after finding the gun 
without disrupting school operations, which went on as usual. It’s not clear who owns the gun or 
how it got in the student’s wheelchair, and the incident remains under investigation.

Donald Trump hit all the right notes with more than six-thousand supporters during his speech at 
Rock Hill's Winthrop Coliseum Friday night.  The Republican presidential frontrunner says the 
terrorist attacks in Paris and California would have been different if both sides had guns. Trump 
says Democratic presidential frontrunner Hillary Clinton has lots of donors and lobbyists who 
would expect favors from her if she was to be elected. Trump says if he's elected he knows the 
lobbyists and understands the game.

The Rock Hill City Council Monday night voted unanimously to authorize its staff to study and 
complete due diligence on constructing and operating an indoor sports facility in the Knowledge 
Park area.  The recommendation was made by the Rock Hill Sports Commission... chaired by 
former city councilman John Gettys. Gettys says sports tourism has had a 131-million-dollar 
economic impact over the past ten years.  Mayor Doug Echols wants to ensure that local 
residents have an opportunity to use the indoor sports facility if it's built.  So far there are no cost 
estimates for the project.

More neighbors have joined a Clover town councilman’s fight against a proposed 180-foot cell 
tower, and are gearing up for a zoning board battle Thursday night.The tower would sit behind 
the former American Thread textile mill building that has been closed for decades, and directly 
across two streets from residences and a church. More than 30 people attended Monday’s 
meeting and a dozen voiced objections to both the mill and the tower. Clover officials say the 



tower, which would become the tallest structure in the town, falls within current zoning for the 
property and has been designed in a way that if it fell in a disaster, it would not endanger nearby 
houses or people.Thursday’s zoning appeals meeting at the Clover Community Center is open to 
the public.

A group called G-P-S Conservatives for Action says the York County Council's decision to issue 
bonds for a planned new administration building in downtown York displayed a lack of 
transparency.  Just one meeting before that vote... the council had chosen to have a committee 
study the proposal and make a recommendation to the council in three months.  Paul Anderko 
(ANDER-ko) is one of the leaders of G-P-S Conservatives.  He says he won't do anything to try 
and prevent the council from giving final approval to the bond issue. Anderko says the 
administration building should have been included in the list of projects voters approved in a 
November bond referendum.

Bill Cook Jr. has been named Rock Hill schools’ executive director of secondary education. He 
replaces Judy Mobley, who retired in December. Cook, who has a 25-year career in public 
education, most recently served as assistant superintendent of curriculum and instruction in 
Gaston County schools, the ninth largest school district in North Carolina with about 32,000 
students. He will begin work Jan. 19.

Governor Nikki Haley's proposed 7-point-43 billion-dollar budget for the next fiscal year was 
unveiled today.  Haley's budget puts an emphasis on education, public finance, public safety, 
flood recovery, and economic development.  The proposed executive budget sets aside 165-
million dollars to raise base student costs to 23-hundred dollars per student, sets aside 20-million 
dollars for school buses, and 13-point-5 million dollars for the state's rural teachers program.  
The spending plan also sets aside 280- million dollars for D-O-T road repair reimbursement.

The new program manager for York County's Pennies for Progress program says the fourth 
Pennies referendum is still scheduled to go on the ballot in November 2017.  Patrick Hamilton 
says the six-member Pennies Four commission is scheduled to meet Wednesday.
Hamilton says an audit of previous Pennies for Progress referenda that haven't already been done 
will help the Pennies Four commission to not repeat past mistakes.  York County Manager Bill 
Shanahan says he doesn't expect anything illegal to be found... and that previous referenda were 
NOT perfect.

More than half of parents and other members of the public who responded to a survey on Rock 
Hill school choice favor a new language immersion elementary school over a foreign language 
immersion academy at Sullivan Middle School. The survey, released last week during a Rock 
Hill school board workshop, had 471 responses from the public as well as the 29 members of a 
school choice committee and 21 principals. Fifty-five percent favored consolidating language 
immersion programs at Rosewood, Ebinport and Richmond Drive elementary schools at a new 
language school. Forty-five percent support creating an immersion academy by adding onto 
Sullivan. Members of the choice committee and principals see things differently.Sixty-nine 
percent of choice committee members and 52 percent of principals support the Sullivan 
academy; 31 percent of committee members and 48 percent of principals support a new 
kindergarten-to-fifth-grade school for language immersion.



Legislators are scheduled to get details on a multi-million-dollar proposal to display the 
Confederate flag removed from Statehouse grounds last summer. Officials with the Confederate 
Relic Room and Military Museum will appear Wednesday before a House budget-writing 
committee. Legislators voted to remove the flag from its perch at a Confederate soldiers' 
monument following the massacre of nine people inside a historic black church in Charleston. 
Police say the white gunman seen in photos with the battle flag wanted to start a race war. Last 
month, the museum's governing board approved a $3.6 million plan to display the flag and 
renovate the space.

A special state Senate panel considering South Carolina's response to Syrian refugees will meet 
Tuesday.  State lawmakers are considering two bills that would prevent state agencies from 
helping the nonprofit groups that resettle refugees until the federal government makes its security 
measures stricter. Another would require refugees to register with the state's welfare agency.  
Anderson Republican Kevin Bryant is leading the effort.  He says the state should know who is 
being located here. Bryant admits state government likely could NOT stop the federal program... 
but that they could make it difficult. Two nonprofits... one in Columbia and another in 
Spartanburg... handle refugee resettlement in South Carolina.  Both oppose the legislation.  So 
far, one Syrian family has been settled in South Carolina. Another is going through the process 
now.

Rock Hill City Council will likely begin rezoning the former Bleachery textile plant Monday – 
the next step in redeveloping the site into a high-tech, multi-use business park with offices, retail 
and residential units. Sora-Phelps, master developer for the project, requested 26 acres between 
Winthrop University and downtown be rezoned Master Plan-Commercial. The zoning would 
give the planners some flexibility in redeveloping the site to meet market conditions.

Supporters of a sports complex in Lake Wylie can circulate a petition to create a special tax 
district to pay for the facility after the York County Council gave the petition its approval 
Monday night.  Councilman Robert Winkler supported the move. The name of the entity that 
would run the Lake Wylie Sportsplex as it would be called still isn't known.  The council 
approved two-point-45 million dollars in hospitality tax revenue for the facility... but the 
estimated six-point-nine million-dollar cost means the special tax district would have to generate 
enough money to build the facility.  Nearly 28-hundred names in 11 Lake Wylie voting precincts 
would be required to put the special tax district on the November 2016 ballot.

Charleston’s Emanuel A-M-E Church has been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.  Nine 
members of the congregation were slain by a self-avowed white supremacist in June.  In a 
response that stunned many, church members told accused killer Dylann Roof that they forgave 
them.  Emanuel's nomination came Saturday, meeting tomorrow's deadline.  Others nominated 
include a woman who champions the rights of Islamic State rape victims, Pope Francis and the 
Afghan women’s cycling team. The five-member Norwegian Nobel Committee typically 
receives more than 200 nominations for the prestigious prize, and keeps candidates secret for 50 
years.



A lawsuit was filed Tuesday by opponents of a proposed cell tower in Clover against the town 
and its zoning board’s decision in the matter. The pending lawsuit temporarily puts a stop to any 
potential construction until a judge rules on the suit – which could take months. The filing says 
that because the zoning board had an illegal member during its January hearing where residents 
appealed the town’s approval of the tower, Clover should throw out the zoning decision and hold 
a new set of hearings. Clover town officials now have 30 days to respond, and then a hearing in 
front of a circuit judge will be scheduled after that.

An extension for work on a developent schedule for Knowledge Park with developer Sora-
Phelps was given a 60-day extension by the Rock Hill City Council Monday night.  Rock Hill 
economic and urban development director Stephen Turner says there have been some proposed 
changes to the Bleachery master plan based on new development opportunities that have come 
about in the past month or two. The city council last night also deferred the second and final 
reading on a master plan for the Bleachery... which is a nearly 26-acre piece of property that's 
part of the Knowledge Park project.  Knowledge Park stretches from downtown Rock Hill to 
Winthrop University.

A legislative panel ordered former South Carolina House Speaker Bobby Harrell on Tuesday to 
pay nearly $113,500 within six months. In a unanimous vote, House Ethics Committee members 
also fined Harrell $1,000 and publicly reprimanded their former colleague. The decision can't be 
appealed. The vote reasserts the panel's position last September, when it decided Harrell 
improperly used campaign donations in 2014 to pay his attorneys and therefore must pay an 
equal amount to the state. Harrell complained then he wasn't given a chance to argue why he 
thought the payments were within the law.

South Carolina farmers devastated by last fall's flooding could be eligible for up to $40 million 
in grants to help them recover under a bill now headed to the state House floor. The House 
budget committee on Wednesday advanced legislation that would allow farmers in disaster-
declared counties apply for up to $100,000 in total grants. SC Farm Bureau president Harry Ott 
says many farmers could go bankrupt without the help. Ott said the money would cover the gap 
in crop insurance... versus farmers' actual losses in the flood. Some lawmakers, like Cayce 
Republican Kenny Bingham, wanted to make sure the money went towards new crops... and not 
paying off debt. The Department of Agriculture estimates the record rainfall wiped out $330 
million worth of crops at harvest time... plus an additional $45 million because they couldn't get 
in the fields to plant winter crops.

Governor Nikki Haley could appoint South Carolina's top educator under legislation approved by 
the House. The measure sent to the Senate on Thursday would ask voters whether the state 
superintendent should continue to be elected or chosen by the governor. Gov. Nikki Haley is 
pushing for the change. She says it's critical that the governor and superintendent work together 
on a shared education agenda. Haley says she works with first-term Superintendent Molly 
Spearman as a team, but that hasn't been the case with previous officeholders. If voters approve 
the constitutional amendment, the last election for superintendent would be in 2018.

The state of South Carolina has a variety of empty lots, office buildings and even property with 
an old fire tower that it's trying to sell according to published reports. Now the Department of 



Administration has hired the Columbia office of a national real estate firm to market the 45 
surplus properties statewide. The Post and Courier of Charleston is reporting the real estate firm 
CBRE has been retained for the sales. These properties could bring in more than $11 million 
before commissions. The property with the highest price tag is a three-story office building in 
North Charleston going for $1.4 million. The cheapest is a quarter-acre lot in Dillon selling for 
$5,000. The 10-acre fire tower site on Johns Island has an asking price of $265,000.
Figures from the U-S Commerce Department show that for the sixth straight year... South 
Carolina has set a record for total export sales.  The Palmetto State's export sales in 2015 totalled 
nearly 31-billion dollars.  China remains South Carolina's top export partner... with more than 
four-point-four billion dollars in export sales.  The other top ten export partners include 
Germany... Canada... the United Kingdom... Mexico... Japan... Singapore... Australia... Belgium 
and the Korean Republic.  

Clover town officials said after a closed door meeting this past Tuesday night that the zoning 
board has decided to hear concerns again from citizens against a proposed 180 foot cell tower to 
be built less than 40 yards from homes and a church. In December 2015 resident Ed Dees, Jr. 
filed an appeal challenging the town's approval of the tower site. Officials authorized 
construction of the tower that same month. In January a lawsuit was filed against the town 
because a member of the zoning board was also a town employee in violation of state law. 
William Vaughan voted in favor of construction and has since been removed from the board. 
Clover attorney Al Hasselden has recommended the board meet to vote again on the appeal of 
the tower. This past Friday Clover officials filed papers asking that the lawsuit filed against 
construction be dismissed because the Zoning Board never issued a written ruling after their 
January zoning meeting. Irregardless, the outcome could be tied up in the courts for many 
months to come.

State Representative Ralph Norman says within the next five days he hopes to have a meeting 
scheduled in several weeks concerning the excessive lead levels found in the water supplied by 
Carolina Water System to residents in two subdivisions in Lake Wylie.  Norman says he wants 
the meeting to be informative... and include members of the South Carolina Public Service 
Commission. Norman says he wants York County to buy the system and get C-W-S out of the 
loop because they simply haven't done the job.  He says residents are already upset with the poor 
level of service they're getting from the utility.

As was the case with the state of South Carolina... Donald Trump easily received the most votes 
in York County during Saturday's Republican presidential primary. Trump received more than 
31-point-7 percent of the votes cast in York County.  Ted Cruz finished second with 24-point-2 
percent... followed by Marco Rubio with more than 21-point-3 percent.  Ben Carson finished 
fourth with more than 10-point-4 percent of the votes... and John Kasich came in fifth with more 
than 6-point-9 percent of the votes.  Despite his campaign rally in Rock Hill Thursday night... 
Jeb Bush was the last place vote-getter in York County... getting less than 5-point-4 percent of 
the votes cast.  Bush suspended his campaign Saturday night.  According to unofficial results 
from the York County elections office... more than 38-thousand York County registered voters 
cast ballots Saturday.



This afternoon investigators arrested two young men for the shooting of the 6 week old puppy on 
Sunday. A 14 year old male was petitioned to family court by detectives, and released to a parent 
pending a court appearance. No further information will be released due to the age of the 
juvenile. He did reside in the Wildwood Spring Apartments where the incident took place. Also 
arrested was 17 year old De’Monte Ty’Juan Douglas, he also resides in the apartment complex. 
These arrests complete the investigation. No bond has been set at this time on Mr. Douglas. 
RHPD would like to thank the public for all of their calls with information and concern and 
willingness to offer a reward in this case.

The House budget-writing committee has advanced a spending plan that would give most state 
employees a 1 percent pay increase, provide $250 million for roadwork and cut income taxes by 
$130 million. Ways and Means tentatively approved a $7.5 billion plan for state taxes that 
spends an additional $300 million on kindergarten-through-12th-grade education on Wednesday. 
The plan includes providing teachers a 2 percent cost-of-living pay increase. Veteran teachers in 
24 districts would get an additional boost. Currently, about 20 percent of teachers statewide get 
no credit for experience past 22 years in the classroom. The budget ensures all teachers receive 
an annual step increase through 23 years. The budget allows the troubled Department of Social 
Services to hire 160 new employees,who will  primarily be caseworkers.

The House budget-writing committee has advanced a spending plan that would give most state 
employees a 1 percent pay increase, provide $250 million for roadwork and cut income taxes by 
$130 million. Ways and Means tentatively approved a $7.5 billion plan for state taxes that 
spends an additional $300 million on kindergarten-through-12th-grade education on Wednesday. 
The plan includes providing teachers a 2 percent cost-of-living pay increase. Veteran teachers in 
24 districts would get an additional boost. Currently, about 20 percent of teachers statewide get 
no credit for experience past 22 years in the classroom. The budget ensures all teachers receive 
an annual step increase through 23 years. The budget allows the troubled Department of Social 
Services to hire 160 new employees,who will  primarily be caseworkers.

A former U-S-C football player who served as an aide to Vice President Joe Biden is running for 
the congressional seat currently occupied by Indian Land Republican Mick Mulvaney.  Tega Cay 
Democrat Fran Person says in a You Tube video released Monday that Congress is more broken 
now than when Mulvaney took office five years ago.  Person says he'll be a different kind of 
congressman. Person left Biden's office in 2014 to work at U-S-C as an assistant to University 
president Harris Pastides and Gamecocks athletic director Ray Tanner.

The state House's budget panel is recommending that the state forgive a 12-million-dollar loan to 
South Carolina State University, worried that not doing so could put the school's financial future 
at risk.  The loan came at the height of the school's budget crisis in 2014 to help it pay a massive 
backlog with its vendors.  However, the school says it will not be able to repay the loan without 
major cuts.  Charleston Republican Jim Merrill says lawmakers are worried the debt will hurt the 
school's accreditation later this year. The forgiveness would come with conditions, such as a 
mandatory balanced budget and a new school president.  Legislators will debate the idea later 
this month.



York County Council members Monday night heard from a handful of people in the 
homebuilding sector who spoke out against any moratorium on residential development in the 
Fort Mill and Bethel townships.  Rob Nanfelt... who represents the real estate and building 
industry coalition... told the council that moratoriums often result in greater housing costs.  
Nanfelt says they also compound existing traffic problems. A housing freeze was proposed last 
month by County Councilman Michael Johnson.  However... no such proposal was on the 
council's agenda Monday night.

York County Republican Party Chairman Wes Climer officially announced today that he will run 
for the SC Senate seat currently being held by veteran lawmaker Wes Hayes.  Climer says 
instead of solving problems in Columbia, the senate is going home.  He says South Carolina 
desperately needs tax reform, and is facing a crisis in education.  Climer says he hopes to turn the 
page with new leadership and ideas. He says without changing the rules in the senate, the state 
will witness another generation stuck in poverty and failing schools.

Rock Hill City Council members, the city manager, and members of the city’s sports commission 
will travel to Spartanburg on Tuesday to tour the Upward Indoor Recreational Facility, a model 
for a potential complex the sports commission has proposed as part of the redeveloped 
Knowledge Park area. The Rock Hill Sports Commission proposed in January that the city build 
an indoor facility for indoor sports such as basketball, volleyball and cheerleading events that 
would complement the city’s outdoor sports offerings. The thinking is that an indoor facility 
could boost Rock Hill’s sports tourism intake, the commission says generated a $21 million 
economic impact for the city in 2014, but mostly during the warmer months when outdoor 
activities are more attractive.

Governor Nikki Haley is pressuring House Republicans to agree with the state Senate on a roads 
funding plan... even though she concedes it is only a short-term solution.  The Senate's plan 
designates 400-million dollars each year from the state's overall budget for roads... instead of 
using a separate funding source like an increase in the gas tax or vehicle fees.  But Haley argued 
the Senate's version does reform the leadership at the state Department of Transportation from 
legislative-controlled to one appointed by her. House budget writers like Rock Hill's Gary 
Simrill worry this could be their last chance for a long-term funding source to repair South 
Carolina's aging roads. The governor says she'll work with legislative leaders to find an 
acceptable funding solution if the House will agree with the Senate's version.

Last year Renew Our Community or ROC began operating a dental clinic.  ROC founder Dale 
Dove told the York County Council this week the clinic is operating at the Rock Hill Bible 
Fellowship Church. Dove says a 2012 study showed that 15-to-19 percent of adults aged 18-to-
64 were missing six or more teeth. Dove says ROC dental gets patients referred for emergency 
procedures from Piedmont Medical Center and Chester Regional Hospital.

South Carolina's unemployment rate remained unchanged for the sixth straight month in 
February at 5-point-5 percent.  Closer to home York County's jobless rate held steady at 5-point-
1 percent last month.  Lancaster County's rate inched up a tenth of a percent to 6-point-1 percent 
in February... while Chester County's rate was unchanged at 7-point-6 percent.  South Carolina 



set a new employment record in February as more than 12-thousand-500 people found work... 
bringing the total number of people with jobs in the state to more than 2-point-16 million.
An angry state Attorney General Alan Wilson confronted reports that his office is blocking a 
Statehouse corruption investigation by removing the lead prosecutor.  Wilson said during a 
Wednesday press conference that he removed Solicitor David Pascoe because the solicitor tried 
to improperly obtain subpoena powers and parts of the case were leaked to media outlets. Pascoe 
is refusing to step aside and claims he only went public because the Attorney General's Office 
blocked his investigation. Wilson refuted that, saying Pascoe never contacted him. Wilson 
insisted only he can initiate the State Grand Jury ... which he says he would have done on behalf 
of Pascoe or any other solicitor, if asked. Pascoe has asked the state Supreme Court to weigh in 
on whether he can be removed from the case.

The chairman of the South Carolina museum storing the Confederate battle flag removed from 
Statehouse grounds last summer says he doesn’t expect the Legislature to make any decisions on 
its display this year.  George Dorn also suggested Thursday that the museum’s governing board 
take no position on a House proposal that could result in the Confederate Relic Room and 
Military Museum moving to Charleston.  But the commander of South Carolina’s Sons of 
Confederate Veterans says his chapter opposes that idea.  Leland Summers, a board member, 
says the 120-year-old museum needs to stay in the state’s central, capital city.


