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2nd Quarter Public Affairs/Programming Reports 

April-May-June 2020 
 

"East Tennessee Now" is a public affairs program which airs Sunday mornings on Knoxville radio 

stations WJXB and WIMZ.   On the program, we attempt to address problems and issues 

affecting the people of Knoxville and East Tennessee. Also discussed are possible solutions to 

these issues and problems.  "East Tennessee Now" is about 30 minutes in length and airs at 

6:30am on WJXB and WIMZ. 

 

Aired 4/7/2020-4/30/2020 

We’re Open for Business 

30-second Public Service Announcements 

Knox Co Licensed Station: WJXB-FM and WIMZ-FM 

In an effort to support the local, small-business economy during the Covid-19 Pandemic, the 

above stations aired a series of PSAs. These announcements mention the names of small, non-

advertiser, local businesses currently open, and also direct listeners to station websites to see a 

full list of local “essential” businesses needing support during the health crisis. 

PSA Donut Copy Are you still Open for 

Business? (STATION) has 

put together a list of 

businesses that are 

working hard to serve 

the public in a safe 

manner. Help support 

these local businesses: 

To find a complete list of 

local East Tennessee 

businesses that are still 

open for business and 

ready to serve you, go to 

(Station website) and 

click “We’re Open for 

Business!”  Stay safe, 

stay strong, and stay 

together – even when 

we’re staying apart! 

 

It’s never easy for a 

small, local 

business.  And with the 

current worldwide 

health crisis…it’s 

become even harder 

than ever before. That’s 

why  (STATION) is 

shining the spotlight on 

some of our friends and 

neighbors operating 

amazing businesses here 

in East Tennessee. Like… 

To find a complete list of 

local businesses that we 

need to help and 

support during these 

trying times…go to 

(Station website) and 

click the “We’re Open 

for Business” 

section.  Stay safe and 

shop local! 

At  (STATION), we 

understand these are 

difficult, trying times. 

Let’s work together, and 

support our friends and 

neighbors.  Including 

local businesses like… 

See the full list of 

amazing local businesses 

online at (Station 

website) in the “We’re 

Open for Business” 

section.  Then, continue 

to help support our 

community…so when 

life returns to normal, 

we are all able to enjoy 

it together! 



Knox Co Businesses Ham ‘N Goody’s 

Restaurant on 

Northshore and 

Cedar Bluff 

Buy Right Furniture 

and Appliance on Old 

Broadway 

Mac’s Pharmacy 

TRULY NOLEN PEST 

CONTROL AND 

HOME/BUSINESS 

SANITATION 

“STEAK ME HOME 

TONIGHT” FOOD 

TRUCK 

 

PILATES WITH SUSIE 

Moonshine Mountain 

Cookie Company 

Kinney Surgical 

Services 

Healthy to the Maxx 

Fruition Cafe Elst Brewing Public 

Taproom 

Dennis Hall’s Auto 

Service 

A Creative Stitch Callahan Drive 

Animal Hospital 

Yummy Yummy 

Teriyaki Express 

Top Notch Towing Allee Vision 

Optometry 

Sheri’s Restaurant 

and Ice Cream 

Shandi’s Boutique Advanced Plumbing 

of Knoxville 

P.T. Auto Glass 

Blount Co Businesses Foothills Milling 

Company  

THE HOP 50’S DRIVE 

IN  

TECH NAV 

COMPUTER REPAIR  

Maw’s Arctic Ice J. NORTON 

REMODELING  

Light Bulb Depot 

Garner’s Automotive 

Service and Repair 

Country Creek Dental  

Monroe Co 

Businesses 

Sloan’s of Vonore   

Hamblen Co 

Businesses 

Circle-S Butcher 

Block and Farm 

Kitchen  

  

Sevier Co Businesses PAWPAW’S CATFISH 

KITCHEN 

Smokey’s Auto 

Repair 

 

Roane Co Businesses Hibachi Pizza, Wings, 

and Burgers 

  

Loudon Co 

Businesses 

Turn Key Plumbing 

and Construction  

WILLOW BRANCH 

BOTANICALS  

 

 

  



Aired April 5, 2020 

Delivery Assist 865  

Guest: Bruce McCamish, founder. This is about neighbors helping neighbors through the COVID-

19 pandemic. Bruce McCamish is a local photographer who started a Facebook group called 

"Delivery Assist 865" to make sure our loved ones are all taken care of during this time of 

uncertainty. The group is a way for people in the 865 area who are willing and able to pick up 

groceries, medicines, pet foods, or any other basic necessity for those who cannot leave their 

homes. He explains how the delivery service works, and what the drivers can and cannot do. 

They simply assist in getting groceries/supplies to people. So, if you live in the fringes of 865 we 

can assist as well. Join the group: “Deliver Assist 865” on Facebook. Then type in the word 

"help" and your zip code. You will see a response, "Got this" and will be contacted through 

private message. 

 

Aired  April 12, 2020 

Keep Knoxville Beautiful Cleanup 

Learn more about the organization, its programs, and success. Executive Director Alanna 

McKissack invites individuals and families to the June 17th clean-up from 8:00 AM  10:00 AM in 

the Beaumont Magnet Elementary neighborhood. We chat about how COVID-19  changed the 

organization and the events they put on. People need to masks for the beginning portion of the 

cleanup while gathering supplies and signing in. Only a small amount of participants is allowed, 

and they need to sign up ahead of time. We also talk about what to wear and why this 

neighborhood is on the list to be cleaned with volunteers.   

 

Aired April 19, 2020 

Emerald Youth Prayer Breakfast Goes Virtual for Funding 

The Emerald Youth Foundation is changing up their annual fundraising event due to COVID-19. 

The yearly event usually provides guest speakers and entertainment. But with the pandemic, 

and Stay at Home orders in place, the breakfast will be held on line. John Crooks, the 

communications director explains what the organization does for children, how it relies on the 

Prayer Breakfast for funding, what people can expect this year and how people can tune in for 

the program.   

 

  



Aired April 26, 2020 

More than Cuts for the Homeless 

CareCuts is a nonprofit for homeless people. That’s how Miss Marty started it out. But, now the 

charity provides food and clothing.  We find out how and when the free services are handed 

out and why the public’s help is desperately needed to keep the program moving along and 

growing.   

 

Aired May 3, 2020 

Supporting the Arts During COVID-19  

There are streaming dance glasses, online museums and historical houses. Liza from the Art 

Alliance of Knoxville shares all of the wonderful activities and ways people can access the arts 

and support them from their homes during the pandemic.  

 

Aired May 10, 2020 

YWAC and Bissell Pet Foundation Adoption Event 

Janet Testerman, the CEO of Young Williams Animal Center shares a special event with us that 

helps pay most of the tab for adopting a pet, the special dates and times, all of the extras pets 

leave with for their new homes and how the shelter has changed the way they do adoptions 

and fostering due to the restrictions from COVID-19. 

 

Aired May 17, 2020  

Dogwood Arts Kits for Kids 

Putting art kits in the hands of kids in need during COVID-19. DA Spokesperson, Shannon 

Herron gives us a wrap up on the virtual Dogwood Arts Festival this year due to the virus, how 

we can still support the program and the festival, plus getting art kits into kids’ hands that need 

them most. How these supplies are delivered and where, what they consist of and where the 

money is coming from to pay for them. Dogwoodarts.com  

 

Aired May 24, 2020 

Keeping the Family Entertained in Knoxville 

The long weekend to welcome in summer is finally here. Kim Bumpas of Visit Knoxville says 

there is plenty for the family to do with COVID-19 guidelines in mind. We talk different outdoor 

adventures, eating out, staying over in hotels, bike rentals and how easy it is to find information 

on things to do and see with the Visit Knoxville app.    

 

  



Aired May 24, 2020 

COVID-19 Precautions at McGhee Tyson Airport  

We check in with TYS spokesperson, Becky Huckabee on travel this spring: How busy is the 

airport and when should it pick up? Tips for people flying during COVOID-19, what the airport 

has been doing to ensure you are safe while traveling during the pandemic, and how you can 

best protect yourself when traveling right now, either alone, or with family.     

 

Aired May 31, 2020  

Restructuring Business with Covid-19 

Local Business owner “Pedal Java” explains how he and Mrs. Pedal Java had to make a quick 

turn, re-think and restructure the way they operate when social distancing guidelines went into 

place and large events were canceled. They were in the business of serving specialty coffees to 

thousands of people at large events and conventions in Knox and Sevier Counties, but that 

came to a hault in March. Rather than waste product, they donated to local charities, to people 

in need and then restructuring to get their coffee into the hands of people all over the country.  

And, get this, for fun, the couple has been recreating 80’s music videos on the app, tik tok.  

Follow the Pedal Java on Instagram or Facebook.  

 

Aired June 7, 2020 

World-wide Employer to Hire Hundreds 

Hundreds of thousands of people in Tennessee are out of work. But, the good news is, there are 

jobs available. Places like The Sitel Group Knoxville, a call center, might be looking for you! East 

Tennessee Now Host, Michele Silva speaks with Site Director, Kelly Acuff. They discuss what 

Sitel does, how the company has adapted to allow the workforce to work from home, who 

should apply, expectations, benefits and when they are available. www.jobs.sitel.com  

  

Aired June 14, 2020 

Wildlife Conservation, Knoxville Cleanup and Dogwood Arts Kids Art Kits   

About 12,000 species of wildlife are close to endangerment, but The Alliance for America’s Fish 

& Wildlife has come up with a way to support conservation efforts. They teamed up with TWRA 

for A new clothing line. They are offering T’s for men and women in different hues of blue, and 

a multi-functional face mask. All items are made from 100% recycled materials. Go to 

www.recoverwildlife.com to read more and make a purchase. The shirts are $25 and the multi-

functional face mask is $13 with free shipping included. All apparel sales directly support the 

conservation of fish, wildlife, and their habitats in Tennessee and beyond. 

 

  

http://www.jobs.sitel.com/
http://www.recoverwildlife.com/


Aired June 14, 2020  

Dogwood Arts Kits for Kids   

Putting art kits in the hands of kids in need during COVID-19. DA Spokesperson, Shannon 

Herron gives us a wrap up on the virtual Dogwood Arts Festival this year due to the virus, how 

we can still support the program and the festival, plus getting art kits into kids hands who need 

them most. How these supplies are  delivered and where, what they consist of and where the 

money is coming from to pay for them. www.Dogwoodarts.com  

 

Aired June 21, 2020 

World-wide Employer to Hire Hundreds  

Hundreds of thousands of people in Tennessee are out of work. But, the good news is, there are 

jobs available. Places like The Sitel Group Knoxville, a call center, might be looking for you! East 

Tennessee Now Host, Michele Silva speaks with Site Director, Kelly Acuff. They discuss what 

Sitel does, how the company has adapted to allow the workforce to work from home, who 

should apply, expectations, benefits and when they are available. www.jobs.sitel.com 

 

Aired June 28, 2020 

MEDIC: Former COVID-19 Patients’ Plasma Needed  

People who have recovered from COVID 19 - could help others suffering with the virus. MEDIC 

Regional blood center is in need of COVID Convalescent Plasma. Folks who have tested positive 

for the virus, through a lab test, but have been symptom free for at least 28 days** Kristy 

Altman, Director of Communications at  Medic says Donating plasma is similar to donating 

blood, they take the plasma out of our blood and give your blood back.  The plasma/ antibodies 

help people in the hospital with COVID-19 symptoms, to recover. You must have had a lab 

positive test result, recovered at least 28 days from all symptoms. You can even get some 

goodies and gifts like a shaker bottle or t-shirt and then be in a drawing for a $500 e card for 

shopping!   

http://www.dogwoodarts.com/

