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July 2nd 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
Dr. Alvin Ponder-VP of the NYC chapter, National Action Network (NAN) 
Katrina Jefferson 
Derek Perkinson- NAN Crisis director, NAN 
Follyvi Dossa- NAN YOUTH HUDDLE  
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble  
 Guests  
Rev. James Duckett, Senior Pastor Fort Motte Baptist Church, Bronx NY 
Keynote-Rev. Dr. Johnnie Green, Senior Pastor, Mount Neboh Baptist Church, Harlem and 
National Board Member, NAN 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
The following points/ themes were included in this weekly message: 
 

1. NAN Celebrates EssenceFest 
  
National Action Network and the Reverend Al Sharpton will spend this July 4th weekend in New 
Orleans at EssenceFest, one of the largest gatherings of African Americans in the nation. This is 
the first time Essence has returned to New Orleans since the COVID-19 pandemic halted travel 
and shut down large gatherings. 
  
On Saturday, July 2nd, Reverend Sharpton delivered the keynote address at 2:47 p.m. at the 
Ernest Morial Convention Center.  If you’re in the New Orleans area, Be sure to stop by our NAN 
booth in Exhibit Hall F if you attending. Reverend Sharpton will be signing his most recent 
book. You can register at www.essence.com 
  

1. Wife of Basketball Superstar Appears on Reverend Sharpton’s Radio Show 
  
Cherelle Griner, the wife of basketball superstar Brittney Griner, appeared on “Keepin’ It Real 
with Rev. Al Sharpton” this week  to discuss her wife’s ongoing detainment in Russia. Cherelle 
Griner urged her fellow Americans to continue pushing the U.S. government to bring Brittney 
Griner back home as soon as possible. 
  
The two-time Olympic gold medalist was arrested at a Moscow airport in mid-February, as Russia 
was beginning its invasion of Ukraine. The U.S. State Department has since said she was 
“wrongfully detained,” with many arguing her arrest was political in nature. 
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"Every second that goes by, BG is struggling," Cherelle Griner told Reverend Sharpton on his 
SiriusXM radio show Wednesday. "She's struggling. She's there, terrified. She's there, alone." 
National Action Network calls for the immediate release of Brittney Griner. 
  

1. Rising Basketball Star Laid to Rest 
  
Darius Lee, Lee, who was playing on a basketball scholarship at Houston Baptist University in 
Texas, was in New York for summer break, when gunfire erupted early June 20 at a cookout in 
Harlem. He was killed. This week, family and friends gathered to mourn the loss of a rising young 
man. 
  
“He was who we tell our children to be,” said Reverend Sharpton, who eulogized Darius earlier 
this week. "The community must rise up and say we cannot tolerate that," said Sharpton, 
responding to the spate of gun violence that has erupted across the nation. 
  
4 Congratulations! 
  
National Action Network celebrates the arrival of Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. This week, Justice Brown Jackson  was sworn in as the 116th justice of the 
Supreme Court, making history as the first Black woman to serve on the highest court of the 
nation. 
  

1. Happy July 4th! 
  
As we celebrate the birth of our nation, let us remain focus and committed on the work that still 
must be done to ensure that all Americans have access to the American dream. 
  
 
July 09th 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
Jae Hilliard- Spencer-Member, NYC chapter, National Action Network (NAN) 
Katrina Jefferson 
Leonard Bentley- Men’s Auxiliary, NYC chapter, NAN 
Follyvi Dossa- NAN YOUTH HUDDLE  
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble  
 Guests  
Rev. Tisha Dixon-Senior Pastor, First Baptist church, Bridgehampton, NY 
Keynote- Rev. Al Sharpton 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
Rev. Sharpton included the following points in his weekly message: 
1. 
1 Fighting For Brittney Griner’s Freedom 
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Reverend Al Sharpton traveled to Chicago on Friday with Cherelle Griner, the wife of 
basketball star Brittney Griner, WNBA players, and WNBPA Executives ahead of the 
league’s All-Star Game to call her for the immediate release of Brittney who has been 
detained since February in a Russian jail. 
  
“We are BG” was the message that Reverend Sharpton wanted to send. At a press 
conference he urged that mercy and leniency be granted to Griner, who pleaded guilty 
on Thursday to drug charges in a highly politicized trial in Russia. Reverend Sharpton 
also called on other faith leaders to continue to pray for Griner as she faces up to 10 
years in a penal colony. 
  
“Brittney has admitted to making a mistake, and I hope the Russian authorities 
recognize that humbling act and respond with compassion,” said Reverend Sharpton. 
“She is in the fight of her life right now, which is why we’ll be in Chicago to show our 
support for Brittney and for the Biden administration and their efforts to bring her 
home as soon as possible. We must all continue to pray she finds strength through 
this challenging time.” 
  
Earlier this week, Reverend Sharpton requested the Biden administration arrange a 
ministerial visit to Russia for him and other faith leaders to meet and pray over Griner. 
Her family has expressed concern for her wellbeing after more than four months in 
jail following her February arrest at a Moscow airport. In April, the U.S. State 
Department classified her as “wrongfully detained,” and because she is being used a 
political pawn, will negotiate for her release regardless of the legal case. 
  
On Wednesday, the White House announced President Biden and Vice President 
Harris spoke to Cherelle. During the call, the White House said, Biden read a note to 
Cherelle that he planned to send Brittney in response to her handwritten plea for 
freedom. That note was delivered to Griner in court Thursday shortly before she 
pleaded guilty. 
  

1. NAN at Essence Music Festival 
  
Reverend Al Sharpton and National Action Network staff had a major presence at 
this year’s EssenceFest in New Orleans. Reverend Sharpton spoke at several events 
and signed books. Take a look at the photo gallery for this year’s EssenceFest. 
  

1. Congratulations! 
  
Reverend Al Sharpton and National Action Network would like to congratulate all of 
the individuals who received the Presidential Medal of Freedom this week. Special 
recognition goes to civil rights stalwarts, Diane Nash and Fred Gray, whose work 
during the Civil Rights Movement transformed the social conditions for African 
Americans and others. We are indebted to them for their sacrifice. 
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July 16 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
Dr. Alvin Ponder-VP of the NYC chapter, National Action Network (NAN) 
Arnold Pinnix- Chairperson, Arts & Culture,NYC Chapter, NAN 
Katrina Jefferson-Special Liaison to the President, HOJ coordinator, NAN 
Ahmed Kiel Kamil- NAN YOUTH HUDDLE 
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble  
 Guests  
Pastor Karim Camera, Senior Pastor Abundant Life Church Brooklyn NY 
Keynote- Rev. Al Sharpton 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
Rev. Sharpton included the following points in his weekly message: 

1. NAN Praises Biden Administration on Executive Order on Reproductive Rights 
  
Reverend Al Sharpton and National Action Network applauded President Biden’s decision to 
sign an Executive Order earlier this week pledging to protect reproductive rights by focusing on 
preserving patient privacy, ramping up public education efforts surrounding abortion, 
implementing increased safety of abortion patients and providers, organizing pro bono lawyers 
to assist those crossing state lines, expanding access to emergency contraception via HHS and 
more. 
  
Following the Supreme Court’s devastating decision to overturn Roe v. Wade, Reverend 
Sharpton and NAN condemned the Court’s actions, warning that it would bring us back to the 
dark ages. This week, NAN praised President Biden’s Executive Order and we stand ready to 
utilize our resources and assist in any way that we can to ensure that every woman has bodily 
autonomy. The right to choose and reproductive rights are human rights – period. 
  

1. Reverend Sharpton Keynotes AKA 
  
Reverend Al Sharpton was among a list of dignitaries—including Vice President Kamala Harris—
to address the more than 12,000 Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority members who attended the 70th 
International Conference at the Orange County Convention Center in Orlando. 
Both Reverend Sharpton and Vice President Harris used the gathering to address a number of 
social and political issues that confront the nation, most notably gun violence and ongoing attacks 
on civil rights. 
  

1. Quote of the Week 
  

“While many Americans may not have heard of the Delaware Chancery Court, it is 
there that more than half of the nation’s Fortune 500 companies are presided over by 
an opaque, archaic judicial institution. It is there that a Court with seven justices has 



not one person of color on the bench and has only had one Black justice in the entirety 
of its 230-year history. And it is there that those justices operate in secret, with no 
cameras or microphones in the courtroom, few – if any – public financial disclosures 
by justices, and with barely a modicum of transparency in how the Court operates,” 
said Reverend Sharpton weighing in on the Chancery Court of Delaware. 

July 23rd 
Committee reports and announcements 
Patrice Perry-NAN YOUTH HUDDLE advisor 
Jae Hilliard Spencer, Member, Second chance committee, NAN 
Katrina Jefferson-Special Liaison to the President, HOJ coordinator, NAN 
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble  
 Guests  
Manhattan Borough President, Mark Levine 
Pastor Ameer Natson, Lead Pastor The Better Life Church, Newark NJ 
Keynote- Rev. Al Sharpton 
Rev. Sharpton included the following points in his weekly message: 

1. LoudMouth to Headline Martha’s Vineyard African American Film Festival 
  
A new documentary that chronicles the life and activism of the Reverend Al Sharpton will 
premiere at this year’s Martha’s Vineyard African American Film Festival on Saturday, August 
6, 2022 from 2:30-5:00 p.m. at the Martha’s Vineyard Performing Arts Center. 
  
The documentary tracks Reverend Sharpton’s activism in the 1980s all the way up to the George 
Floyd case and reveals footage never seen before. For more information, call us at 877-626-
4651.  
  

1. We Continue to Stand with Brittney Griner 
  
At the 2022 WNBA all-star game, the players came together to support Brittney Griner by 
wearing #42 as a statement of unity. National Action Network continues to call for her release. 
Visit http://change.org/wearebg or call your local rep to advocate for her swift and safe return 
home. 
  

1. Remembering Nelson Mandela 
  
This week, we pause to remember Madiba, the Honorable Nelson Mandela, who would have 
celebrated his birthday! President Mandela taught the world the example of a true determined, 
disciplined freedom fighter who did not allow his adversaries to make him bitter or less than his 
character of high values. 
July 30th 
Committee reports and announcements- 
Dr. Alvin Ponder-VP of the NYC chapter, National Action Network (NAN) 
Gina Williams, Chairperson, Education committee, NYC Chapter, NAN 
Katrina Jefferson-Special Liaison to the President, HOJ coordinator, NAN 
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Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble  
 Guests  
Lloyd Williams, Harlem Chamber of commerce (It’s Harlem Week in NYC!) 
Rev. Gilbert Pickett Sr.-Senior Pastor Mt. Horeb Baptist Church, Corona NY 
Manhattan DA Alvin Bragg 
Keynote- Rev. Al Sharpton 
Rev. Sharpton included the following points in his weekly message: 

1. Keeping the Pressure on the NBA; Continuing the Call for Brittney Griner’s Release 
  
Reverend Al Sharpton has called on the NBA to continue its investigation into the investigation 
of Phoenix Sun owner Robert Sarver, who has been criticized for creating a toxic environment 
and culture. The NBA has said that it would investigate Sarver, but no action has been taken. 
  
“Enough is enough. I was patient when the NBA told me the Sarver investigation would be 
wrapped up by April; but April came and went. Then they told me in June to wait a few more 
weeks; but June came and went. It is now (almost) August, and not only is there no end in sight 
on the Sarver investigation, but the league has also failed to step up to help bring Brittney home,” 
said Reverend Sharpton. “My patience has run out. I am calling on the NBA to help us bring 
Brittney home, wrap this investigation up and send a message that Robert Sarver and his hateful 
behavior have no place in this organization.” 
  
Reverend Sharpton has redoubled his effort in calling for the release of Ms. Griner, who has been 
jailed in Russia since February. 
“It is incomprehensible that the NBA has remained largely silent on both Brittney Griner and 
Robert Sarver,” said Reverend Sharpton. “These issues are not unrelated to each other — not 
just because Robert Sarver is also the owner of the Phoenix Mercury, Brittney’s team, but also 
because they have everything to do with fairness and justice in an organization that claims to 
care about these principles.” 
LoudMouth to Headline Martha’s Vineyard African American Film Festival 
 
 2. A new documentary that chronicles the life and activism of the Reverend Al Sharpton will 
premiere at this year’s Martha’s Vineyard African American Film Festival on Saturday, August 
6, 2022 from 2:30-5:00 p.m. at the Martha’s Vineyard Performing Arts Center. 
  
The documentary tracks Reverend Sharpton’s activism in the 1980s all the way up to the George 
Floyd case and reveals footage never seen before. 
 
 3. Join NAN 
  
Let us remain focus and committed on the work that still must be done to ensure that all 
Americans have access to the American dream. Encourage your family and friends to become a 
member of National Action Network today. 
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Aug. 6th 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
Dr. Alvin Ponder-VP of the NYC chapter, National Action Network (NAN) 
Katrina Jefferson-Special Liaison to the President, HOJ coordinator, NAN 
Derek Perkinson, Crisis Director, NAN 
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble  
 Guests  
NAN/ MBP (Manhattan Borough President) office Cannabis Forum recap- Keisha Sutton James- 
Deputy Manhattan Borough President  
Pastor Anthony Wilcots, Senior Pastor, Bible Day Church Houston Texas 
Keynote-Rev. Dr. David Brawley, Senior Pastor St. Paul Community Baptist Church Brooklyn NY 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
The following was included in the weekly message: 

1. Reverend Al Sharpton: Brittany Griner’s Sentence is a “Moral Outrage” 
  
Reverend Al Sharpton condemned the nine-year prison sentence issued against WNBA 
superstar Brittney Griner in Russia. Reverend Sharpton is also urging the U.S. government to 
increase its efforts to bring her and her fellow American, Paul Whelan, home from Russian 
custody. 
  
“The sentencing of Brittney Griner to nine years in prison is a moral outrage and a legal atrocity 
in any court in the world. In most places, including the United States, what she pled guilty to and 
was charged with, would not even have merited a misdemeanor,” said Reverend Sharpton. “It is 
a shameful and dark day when global athletics is subjected to politics and not due process. Let’s 
not forget Brittney Griner not only entertained and won the hearts of many Americans, but for 
seven years entertained and won the hearts of many Russians as she played basketball there.” 
  
Reverend Sharpton noted that Ms. Griner and Paul Whelan are “pawns in some global political 
chess game that has nothing to do with them. They should be immediately released,” he said. He 
called on President Biden and the United States government to redouble their efforts to do 
whatever is necessary and possible to release both immediately. 
  
“I also continue to ask for the Russian and U.S. governments to permit me, with a delegation of 
clergy that I announced two months ago, to at least have an immediate visit with her as we’re 
concerned, even more now with this heavy sentence, about her spiritual and mental wellbeing,” 
he said. “We ask for people all over the world to pray for Paul and Brittney and pray that we live 
in a world that those we may have political differences with are respected and regarded, and not 
used in some other way.” 
  
Reverend Sharpton has used his platform as a civil rights leader and member of the clergy, to 
urge Russian authorities to release Ms. Griner, who has been jailed since her February 17 arrest 
at a Moscow airport. Last month, she pleaded guilty to drug charges after she accidentally packed 



vape cartridges with cannabis oil in her luggage. Reverend Sharpton has urged U.S. officials allow 
he and his fellow faith leaders to meet with and pray over Griner for her spiritual wellbeing during 
the trial. 
 
 2. Progress in the Breonna Taylor Case 
  
National Action Network is encouraged that four police officers have been arrested and charged 
over the fatal shooting of Breonna Taylor. Ms. Taylor was killed in her home in Louisville, 
Kentucky, on 13 March 2020 by plainclothes police who were executing a "no-knock" search 
warrant. 
  
Over the past two years, NAN has called for justice in this case. Ms. Taylor, 26, was shot as officers 
stormed the apartment just after midnight while she was with her boyfriend, Kenneth Walker. 
This week, federal investigators say that three of the four officers conspired to falsify the arrest 
warrant that led to Ms. Taylor's death. We continue to stand with Breonna Taylor’s family and 
will monitor all developments. 
 
 3. LoudMouth to Headline Martha’s Vineyard African American Film Festival 
  
A new documentary that chronicles the life and activism of the Reverend Al Sharpton will 
premiere at this year’s Martha’s Vineyard African American Film Festival on Saturday,   August 
6, 2022 from 2:30-5:00 p.m. at the Martha’s Vineyard Performing Arts Center. 
  

The documentary tracks Reverend Sharpton’s activism in the 1980s all the way up to 
the George Floyd case and reveals footage never seen before.  
 

 4. Join NAN 
  

Let us remain focus and committed on the work that still must be done to ensure that 
all Americans have access to the American dream. Encourage your family and friends 
to become a member of National Action Network today. Visit our website 
at www.nationalactionnetwork.net or call 877-626-4651.  

  
 5. Remembering Bill Russell 
 
National Action Network and Reverend Al Sharpton express our condolences on the recent 
passing of Bill Russell, a towering champion in the fight for racial and social justice.  Mr. Russell 
marched with the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., spoke out against segregation in Boston public 
schools and backed Muhammad Ali in his opposition to the Vietnam War. 
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And Nichelle Nichols 
  
Nichelle Nichols made history for her role as communications officer Lt. Uhura on Star Trek. An 
actress and singer, Ms. Nichols was also an activist. Like Bill Russell, she was a strong supporter 
of the civil rights movement and the work of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. May they both Rest in 
Peace. 
August 13th 
Committee reports and announcements- 
Dr. Alvin Ponder-VP of the NYC chapter, National Action Network (NAN) 
Inola Tucker- Chairperson, The Welcome Committee, NYC chapter 
Katrina Jefferson-Special Liaison to the President, HOJ coordinator, NAN 
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble  
Early Voting starts today in NYC- Dawn Jones- Chairperson, Political Action committee, NYC 
chapter 
 Guests  
Rev. Erwin Lee Trollnger-Senior Pastor, Calvery Baptist church, White Plains, NY 
Keynote- Rev. Al Sharpton 
Rev. Sharpton included the following points in his weekly message: 

1. Reverend Sharpton Demands Answers in Death of Brianna Grier 
  
On Thursday, Reverend Al Sharpton delivered the eulogy for Brianna Grier in Atlanta 
at the request of her family. The 28-year-old mother’s death in police custody has 
sparked calls for justice over how we are arrested and subsequently treated. 
  
Investigators have not said why police were called to Ms. Grier’s Sparta, Georgia, 
home on July 15. Ms. Grier was taken into custody when they arrived and forced her 
into the back of a squad car. She was handcuffed and not wearing a seatbelt. The rear 
passenger-side door was not closed, however, and she fell out of the car once it was 
in motion. The young woman went into a coma and died from her injuries six days 
later at an Atlanta hospital. During a Sunday night appearance on Reverend 
Sharpton’s MSNBC show Politics Nation, Ms. Grier’s family requested he deliver the 
eulogy which was held at Atlanta’s historic West Hunter Street Baptist Church. 
  
Joining civil rights attorney Ben Crump, Reverend Sharpton pledged $5,000 for the 
education of Ms. Grier's two daughters. During his eulogy, he said that the fight for 
racial justice continues and urged those to vote for candidates who support police 
reform. 
  
“We must be worthy of our ancestors that paid the price for us, that never was going 
to get any of what we did but they paid it anyhow,” Reverend Sharpton said, adding 
that law enforcement must be held to a higher standard. In Ms. Grier's case, he said, 
officers were supposed to take her safely for medical treatment. 
“If you couldn’t do the job, then you shouldn’t have signed up for the job," he said. 
  



 
 

1. Join NAN   
Let us remain focus and committed on the work that still must be done to ensure that 
all Americans have access to the American dream. Encourage your family and friends 
to become a member of National Action Network today. 
 
August 20th 

Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
Dr. Alvin Ponder-VP of the NYC chapter, National Action Network (NAN) 
Katrina Jefferson-Special Liaison to the President, HOJ coordinator, NAN 
Woodly Henry, Moon Grande, and Devin English- Members, The Disability Committee, NYC 
chapter 
NAN Youth Huddle Segment- Ronald McHenry- Advisor, NAN Youth Huddle 
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble  
 Guests  
Rev. Dr. Kimberly K. Holmes- Director of Training, St. Luke Baptist Church, New York, NY.  
Keynote: Rev. Al Sharpton 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
The following was included in the weekly message: 

1. NAN Praises Biden for Decision to Convene ‘United We Stand’ Summit 
  
National Action Network and Reverend Al Sharpton applauded President Biden’s decision to 
convene a Summit to address the growing pandemic of hate and extremism in the United States. 
In the aftermath of the racist shooting in Buffalo, New York by a white supremacist, Reverend 
Sharpton called for such a summit after a gunman murdered 10 Buffalo residents shopping at 
a Tops Friendly Market on a Saturday morning in May. 
  
“We start by changing the tone nationally,” Sharpton told moderator Chuck Todd on Meet the 
Press.“President Biden needs to call a national summit meeting of Black, Jewish, Asian leaders 
and sit down and talk about the growing problem of hate crimes, and that this government will 
not stand by and allow this to happen.” 
  
The Summit, scheduled to take place next month, will address the “corrosive effects” of violence 
on public safety and democracy, according to The White House. 
“As President Biden said in Buffalo after the horrific mass shooting earlier this year, in the battle 
for the soul of our nation ‘We must all enlist in this great cause of America,’” press secretary 
Karine Jean-Pierre said in a statement. 
NAN has partnered with the Anti-Defamation League, the National Urban League and other civil 
rights and religious organizations to press for the Summit. 

1. NAN to Kick Off Five City Town Hall Forums to Register Black Men Across Georgia 
  



Ahead of the midterm elections, Reverend Al Sharpton and NAN’s Southeast Regional Director 
Reverend Ron Sailor have announced a five city Georgia tour to encourage voter participation 
and education among Black males, who according to recent polls, are more likely to be 
unregistered than their counterparts. NAN is a nonpartisan organization and does not endorse 
political candidates. These town hall meetings will register new voters and educate individuals 
about civil rights legislation and issues as we move toward November 2022 and beyond. For more 
information, contact the NAN Southeast Regional Office at (678) 732-0405. 
   

1. Let’s Not Forget About Police Reform 
With the signing of the historic Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, hailed as the most significant 
legislation in three decades to reduce gun violence, Reverend Al Sharpton and National Action 
Network continue to push The White House and Congress to adequately address meaningful 
police reform. 
August 27th 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
PaTrice Perry-Administrator, NAN 
Katrina Jefferson-Special Liaison to the President, HOJ coordinator, NAN 
Thomas Carswell, The Men’s Auxiliary, NYC chapter  
NAN Youth Huddle Segment- Ronald McHenry- Advisor, NAN Youth Huddle 
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble  
 Guests  
Remarks- Senator Kevin Parker, Brooklyn, NY.  
Rev Julian La Rosa Cooper, Senior Pastor, St James AME Church, Manalapan New Jersey 
Keynote: Rev. Al Sharpton 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
The following was included in the weekly message: 

1. NAN Applauds Biden Administration’s Student Debt Cancellation, But More Must Be 
Done 

  
National Action Network (NAN) praised the Biden Administration’s decision this week to 
eliminate $10,000 in student debt for borrowers earning $125,000 or less, but cautioned that 
much more should be done, particularly to assist Black Americans saddled with college debt.  
  
“Today’s announcement opens the door for a long overdue conversation about building wealth,” 
said Ebonie Riley, Senior Vice President of Policy & Strategic Partnerships for NAN. “Canceling 
student debt is a cornerstone of a comprehensive vision that helps everyone. Not acting would 
have kept another generation from reaching their full potential because of the crushing debt they 
took on in hopes of greater opportunity. 
  
Black households carry more student debt regardless of their incomes after graduation. 
Approximately one in four Black Americans have negative net worth — meaning their total debt 
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exceeds their total assets. The Administration expects the first $10,000 of debt relief will move 
over half a million Black Americans from a negative to positive net worth. 
  
While this is undoubtedly a historic day, there is still more work to do. The $125,000 income cap 
will leave a large amount of the population behind, especially in an era of high inflation. A Black 
doctor or attorney who earns above the cap could very well have six-figure student debt. Low 
levels of cancellation might leave already distressed Black borrowers struggling with repayment. 
Those who may qualify for loan forgiveness after several years of working in the public service 
field through the Public Service Loan Forgiveness program still face long delays when applying. 
  
Canceling $50,000 of student loans could eliminate a substantial amount of student loan debt for 
tens of millions of borrowers and, in some cases, all their debt. Student debt lingers for decades; 
some student loan borrowers are having their Social Security checks garnished. Solutions should 
include the entirety of the issue. 
  
We call on Congress to provide relief by passing legislation to further build upon the President’s 
actions.” 
  
“President Biden’s actions follow through on a campaign promise that will hopefully allow many 
Americans to build wealth,” said Reverend Al Sharpton. “This is hopefully the first step in a long 
journey toward getting millions of Americans out of the debt that has prevented them from 
becoming economically empowered. It is incumbent upon the President and Congress to work 
together to cancel more student debt as well as find new opportunities for people to earn and 
succeed.” 
  

1. NAN Launches Chapter Drive Across Nation 
  
National Action Network chapters will launch a membership drive starting Saturday, August 
27th through Wednesday, August 31st. From Los Angeles, California to Louisville, Kentucky, NAN 
chapters across the nation will hold a number of events over the next few days to mobilize 
membership and to begin planning for next year’s celebration marking the 60th anniversary of 
the historic “March on Washington” where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., delivered his famous “I 
Have a Dream” speech. 
  
As the nation gears up for the 2022 midterm elections and the 2024 presidential election, NAN 
will work hard to register voters and educate the public on civil rights issues.  
  

Log onto our website to learn more and to find out how to get in on the action. Make 
your voice heard.  

 
Let us remain focused and committed on the work that still must be done to ensure 
that all Americans have access to the American dream. Encourage your family and 
friends to become a member of National Action Network today. 
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September 3rd 

Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
Dr. Alvin Ponder-Vice President, NYC chapter, NAN 
Katrina Jefferson-Special Liaison to the President, HOJ coordinator, NAN 
Gina Williams - Chairperson, The Education Committee, NYC chapter 
Justice for Darius Lee march- Taren Weaver, Mother of Darius Lee 
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble  
 Guests  
Pastor Eric R. Figueroa, Jr.-Co-Pastor, New Life Tabernacle, Brooklyn, NY 
Keynote: Rev. Al Sharpton 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
The following was included in the weekly message: 

1. Civil Rights Leaders Declare a State of Emergency 
  
On the 59th anniversary of the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, leaders of the 
nation’s most prominent civil rights organizations declared a state of emergency for democracy 
in the United States. Their proclamation comes in response to the concerted effort in states 
nationwide to disenfranchise voters, the likes of which we have not seen since the Jim Crow Era 
that motivated the 1963 March. The tactics are different, but the intent is the same: To maintain 
power by blocking access to the ballot box and undermining our democracy. On the anniversary 
of the March and on the eve of the 2022 midterm election, the civil rights leaders issued a call to 
action to guarantee democracy and ensure the state of our union is strong. 
  
They called for federal officials to use existing laws to protect the right to vote and guarantee the 
safety of poll workers; state officials to expand – not pare back – access to the ballot box, 
especially for disenfranchised communities; and all Americans to turn out to vote in November 
and make sure at least two people they know do the same. 
  
The call came at a virtual press conference last Sunday, attended by leaders of the National 
Urban League, National Action Network (NAN), the National Coalition on Black Civic 
Participation, NAACP, NAACP Legal Defense Fund, Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under 
Law, the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, and National Council of Negro 
Women (NCNW). 
  
“Fifty-nine years ago today, our predecessors gathered on the Lincoln Memorial in recognition 
that he saved the union, and in doing so promised us all equal rights,” said Reverend Al 
Sharpton. “That promise remains unfulfilled. Our union is still at risk, in 2022, as states are 
systemically and relentlessly chipping away at the right to vote. We are assembling today in that 
same spirit of 1963, to preserve the union and guarantee the right to vote for all Americans. It is 



our mission to ensure every American is safe at the polls and can exercise their right to their 
fullest ability.” 
  

1. The Triumph Awards: Recognizing Black Excellence 
  
National Action Network’s Triumph Awards 2022 event will take place on Wednesday 
September 28th, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at Jazz at Lincoln Center in New York City honoring cultural 
influencers for their ongoing work within their communities to promote social, racial and 
economic justice in America, and who have positively impacted our society above and beyond 
their performance by bridging their celebrity with their community. 
  
This year’s honorees include:  
  
Towalame Austin, EVP, Philanthropy and Social Impact, Sony Music Group. 
QuestLove, Musician, record producer, filmmaker, music journalist, and actor 
Will Packer, Film producer, Founder of Will Packer Productions, and Will Packer Media. 
Sheryl Lee Ralph, Emmy & Tony nominated actress, singer, author, and activist 
  
Triumph Awards recipients have been an impressive selection of honorees who have been 
trendsetters and icons in their respective fields, but who have also made extensive contributions 
in being humanitarians in activism, community development, education reform, and 
philanthropy beyond their celebrity. 
  
We hope that you can join us as we highlight and honor countless contributions to impact 
communities and empower change. Tickets to attend this event is free but you must register to 
attend. To register, please visit www.Nationalactionnetwork.net or call 877-626-4651. 
  

1. NAN Responds to Biden’s Safer America 
  
In order to build and sustain fairness and accountability within the criminal justice system, we 
cannot go back to a restoration approach of the traditional social order. The unbalanced 
approach to public safety and threatening law and order rhetoric have been used as tools to 
intimidate Black Americans and limit voting rights. 
  
That’s National Action Network’s response to President Biden’s Safer America Plan, which he 
outlined earlier this week in a speech in Pennsylvania. 
  
Beyond criminal justice reform, we must redefine public safety while advocating investment in 
community-led alternatives, not fear. President Biden’s announcements incorporate community 
resources like mental health services, alternative responders, and community violence 
intervention (CVI) programs. We encourage the White House to focus on increasing funding for 
these evidence-based public safety initiatives and recidivism, ensuring that our communities’ 
needs and the unique challenges they face are met with evolving policies. 
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National Action Network continues to call on the 117th Congress to pass federal legislation! 
Legislation will serve as a long-term solution for accountability of the actions of bad actors within 
law enforcement, acting as a companion to the Executive Order on Advancing Effective, 
Accountable Policing, and Criminal Justice Practices to Enhance Public Trust and Public Safety to 
begin to restore community trust fully. We will continue to monitor the implementation of this 
plan and encourage everyone to read it.” 
  

1. NAN wishes everyone a safe Labor Day weekend!  
September 10th 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
Dr. Alvin Ponder-Vice President, NYC chapter, NAN 
Katrina Jefferson-Special Liaison to the President, HOJ coordinator, NAN 
Althea Aaron, Member, The Political Action committee, NYC chapter  
Justice for Darius Lee march- Taren Weaver, Mother of Darius Lee 
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble  
 Guests  
Rev. Keynon Jackson, Senior Pastor, Sharon Baptist Church, Bronx NY 
Keynote: Rev. Al Sharpton 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
The following was included in the weekly message: 

1. Triumph Award: Recognizing Black Excellence 
  
National Action Network’s Triumph Awards 2022 event will take place on Wednesday 
September 28th, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at Jazz at Lincoln Center in New York City honoring cultural 
influencers for their ongoing work within their communities to promote social, racial and 
economic justice in America, and who have positively impacted our society above and beyond 
their performance by bridging their celebrity with their community. 
  
This year’s honorees include:  
  
Towalame Austin, EVP, Philanthropy and Social Impact, Sony Music Group. 
QuestLove, Musician, record producer, filmmaker, music journalist, and actor 
Will Packer, Film producer, Founder of Will Packer Productions, and Will Packer Media. 
Sheryl Lee Ralph, Emmy & Tony nominated actress, singer, author, and activist 
  
Triumph Awards recipients have been an impressive selection of honorees who have been 
trendsetters and icons in their respective fields, but who have also made extensive contributions 
in being humanitarians in activism, community development, education reform, and 
philanthropy beyond their celebrity. 
  
  



We hope that you can join us as we highlight and honor countless contributions to impact 
communities and empower change. Tickets to attend this event is free but you must register at 
www.Nationalactionnetwork.net or call 877-626-4651 
  

1. MSNBC Unveils New Documentary on Phillip Pannell Case 
  
MSNBC Films unveiled its upcoming series “Model America” this week and among the lineup is a 
four-part documentary about the killing of 16-year-old Phillip Pannell who was shot and killed 
by Gary Spath, a white police officer on April 10, 1990. 
A year before National Action Network was formed, Reverend Al Sharpton got involved in that 
case, organizing protests and calling for accountability. 
The documentary is slated to debut on MSNBC on Sunday, September 18, 2022 at 10:00 
p.m. and features interviews with Phillip Pannell’s family, Reverend Sharpton, Senator Loretta 
Weinberg, a former New Jersey state senator, Mike Kelly, author, of Color Lines and an award-
winning columnist for The Bergen Record of New Jersey, and members of the Teaneck, NJ 
community including former police officers and the former Mayor of Teaneck, NJ. 

1. NAN to Kick Off Five City Town Hall Forums to Register Black Men Across Georgia 
Ahead of the midterm elections, Reverend Al Sharpton and NAN’s Southeast Regional Director 
Reverend Ron Sailor have announced a five city Georgia tour to encourage voter participation 
and education among Black males, who according to recent polls, are more likely to be 
unregistered than their counterparts. NAN is a nonpartisan organization and does not endorse 
political candidates. These town hall meetings will register new voters and educate individuals 
about civil rights legislation and issues as we move toward November 2022 and beyond. For more 
information, contact the NAN Southeast Regional Office at (678) 732-0405 
 

1. Reverend Sharpton Participates in a New York City Tradition: the West Indian Day Parade 
New York Governor Kathy Hochul and Reverend Al Sharpton greeted spectators at the 
annual West Indian Day parade on September 5, 2022 in the Brooklyn Borough of New York City. 
The annual celebration of West Indian culture returned this year after a two-year hiatus due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, although a smaller, unofficial parade happened in 2021. The parade 
follows the Caribbean street carnival, J'ouvert, which draws tens of thousands of costumed 
celebrants 
 

1. Tune in to PoliticsNation on Saturday, September 10, 2022 at 5 p.m. ET 
As the world mourns the passing of Queen Elizabeth, be sure to tune in 
to PoliticsNation on Saturday, September 10, 2022 from 5-6 p.m. ET, as Reverend 
Sharpton welcomes Lord Simon Wooley, who will reflect on Queen Elizabeth’s 
relationship with the Black community. Woolley is the founding director of Operation 
Black Vote. He has also collaborated with National Action Network across the years. 
 

 6) The Change choir will be having auditions.  An you sing? Do you know some talented singers? 
Well call someone and let them know that the Change Choir will be holding auditions to kick off 
an in person back like never before change choir debut here at the House of justice debuting live 
on October 1st for Our President & Founder, Rev. Al Sharpton’s Birthday rally. If you are 
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interested and in the building, please see our very own Minister Tyrone Richardson or for more 
information, you may call us at 877-626-4651. Be a part of the CHANGE… 
September 17th 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
Dr. Alvin Ponder-Vice President, NYC chapter, NAN 
Katrina Jefferson-Special Liaison to the President, HOJ coordinator, NAN 
Naomi Jones, Chairperson, The Disability committee, NYC chapter  
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble  
 Guests  
Rev. Dr. Adolphus Lacey, Senior Pastor, Bethany Baptist Church, Brooklyn, NY.  
Rev. Dr. W. Franklyn Richardson, Senior Pastor, Grace Baptist Church, Mount Vernon, NY, 
Chairman, National Action Network Board 
Keynote: Rev. Al Sharpton 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
The following was included in the weekly message: 

1. Triumph Award: Recognizing Black Excellence 
  
National Action Network’s Triumph Awards 2022 event will take place on Wednesday 
September 28th, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at Jazz at Lincoln Center in New York City honoring cultural 
influencers for their ongoing work within their communities to promote social, racial and 
economic justice in America, and who have positively impacted our society above and beyond 
their performance by bridging their celebrity with their community. 
  
This year’s honorees include:  
  
QuestLove, Musician, record producer, filmmaker, music journalist, and actor 
Will Packer, Film producer, Founder of Will Packer Productions, and Will Packer Media. 
Sheryl Lee Ralph, Emmy & Tony nominated actress, singer, author, and activist 
Lloyd Williams, CEO/Founder, the Harlem Chamber of Commerce and creator of HarlemWeek 
  
Triumph Awards recipients have been an impressive selection of honorees who have been 
trendsetters and icons in their respective fields, but who have also made extensive contributions 
in being humanitarians in activism, community development, education reform, and 
philanthropy beyond their celebrity. 
  
We hope that you can join us as we highlight and honor countless contributions to impact 
communities and empower change. Tickets to attend this event is free but you must register at 
www.Nationalactionnetwork.net or call 877-626-4651 

 
  

1. NAN Takes Prominent Role During United We Stand Summit 
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Reverend Al Sharpton was among the leaders of national organizations representing racial and 
ethnic groups targeted by violent extremists, who convened on Thursday at the White House for 
the United We Stand summit. 
  
In May, the National Action Network (NAN), Anti-Defamation League (ADL), National Urban 
League (NUL), Asian Americans Advancing Justice – AAJC and the League of United Latin 
American Citizens (LULAC) urged President Biden to convene such a summit against hate-fueled 
attacks. The request came after the devastating attack in Buffalo, which was the latest in a string 
of extremist attacks in Oak Creek, Charleston, Orlando, Pittsburgh, Poway, and El Paso. The 
United We Stand summit, held on the 59th Anniversary of the 16th Street Baptist Church 
bombing, demonstrated that most Americans remain steadfastly against this violence, 
highlighted community efforts to combat it, and saw the announcement of federal efforts to 
advance national unity. 
  
“After Buffalo was added to the long list of atrocities against Black, Latino, Jewish, and Asian 
Americans, we came together and called on President Biden to host a White House summit to 
combat this rash of violent attacks,” said Reverend Al Sharpton. “Today, the President answered 
that call — showing that what unites us is indeed greater than what divides us. This must not be, 
however, a one and done event. We cannot leave the White House this evening and say we have 
done our part to combat hate. This must be Day One in a renewed effort to squash violent 
extremism of all forms.” 
  
Marc H. Morial, President and CEO of the National Urban League said that for decades, 
communities of color, religious and ethnic minorities, LGBTQ persons, women and others have 
been the target of verbal, emotional, and physical violence of white supremacists and extremists. 
  

1. Reverend Sharpton Calls for Immediate Ouster from NBA 
  
Reverend Al Sharpton renewed his call that Phoenix Suns owner Robert Sarver be removed from 
the NBA after a damning report demonstrated patterns of racism, misogyny, and abuse. Sarver 
was issued a one-year sentence and fined $10 million for his actions. 
  
That punishment, said Reverend Sharpton, is not enough.  Reverend Sharpton has worked 
tirelessly over the last six months to bring awareness to Sarver’s abuses and demand the NBA 
take appropriate action to hold him accountable. 
  
“I have a deep respect for Commissioner Silver as we have worked together to raise the bar of 
what it means to own an NBA team. Unfortunately, trying to explain away the light punishment 
on Robert Sarver greatly misses the mark,” said Reverend Sharpton. “Nobody can evolve from 
being a bigot. This one-year suspension is a band aid on a tumor. To say it is in remission while it 
grows will only make the entire league sicker. We must remove this cancer swiftly and precisely, 
while sending a message that hate has no place in American sports. It’s time for the players, the 
fans, and the corporate sponsors to rise up and demand that Robert Sarver be immediately 
removed from the NBA.” 



  
1. NAN to Host Action & Authority Reception 

  
National Action Network will host its annual Action & Authority reception, celebration women 
in policy and community who answer the call to action. The event will coincide with 
the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation’s Annual Legislative Conference. The reception will 
take place at Comcast NBC Universal in Washington, D.C. at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, September 
29, 2022. You can RSVP on our website at www.Nationalactionnetwork.net 
 
 

1. MSNBC Unveils New Documentary on Phillip Pannell Case 
  
MSNBC Films unveiled its upcoming series “Model America” this week and among the lineup is a 
four-part documentary about the killing of 16-year-old Phillip Pannell who was shot and killed 
by Gary Spath, a white police officer on April 10, 1990. 
A year before National Action Network was formed, Reverend Al Sharpton got involved in that 
case, organizing protests and calling for accountability. 
The documentary is slated to debut on MSNBC on Sunday, September 18, 2022 at 10:00 
p.m. and features interviews with Phillip Pannell’s family, Reverend Sharpton, Senator Loretta 
Weinberg, a former New Jersey state senator, Mike Kelly, author, of Color Lines and an award-
winning columnist for The Bergen Record of New Jersey, and members of the Teaneck, NJ 
community including former police officers and the former Mayor of Teaneck, NJ. 
 

1. NAN to Kick Off Five City Town Hall Forums to Register Black Men Across Georgia 
Ahead of the midterm elections, Reverend Al Sharpton and NAN’s Southeast Regional Director 
Reverend Ron Sailor have announced a five city Georgia tour to encourage voter participation 
and education among Black males, who according to recent polls, are more likely to be 
unregistered than their counterparts. NAN is a nonpartisan organization and does not endorse 
political candidates. These town hall meetings will register new voters and educate individuals 
about civil rights legislation and issues as we move toward November 2022 and beyond. For more 
information, contact the NAN Southeast Regional Office at (678) 732-0405 
 

1. The Change choir will be having auditions.  An you sing? Do you know some talented singers? Well 
call someone and let them know that the Change Choir will be holding auditions to kick off an in 
person back like never before change choir debut here at the House of justice debuting live on 
October 1st for Our President & Founder, Rev. Al Sharpton’s Birthday rally. If you are interested 
and in the building, please see our very own Minister Tyrone Richardson or for more information, 
you may call us at 877-626-4651. Be a part of the CHANGE… 

September 24th 
 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
Dr. Alvin Ponder-Vice President, NYC chapter, NAN 
Katrina Jefferson-Special Liaison to the President, HOJ coordinator, NAN 
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Rosa Jackson, Member, The Membership committee, NYC chapter  
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble  
 Guests  
Rev. Diamond Brooks, Associate Minister, Inner City Prophetic Miniseries Queens NY 
Keynote: Rev. Al Sharpton 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
The following was included in the weekly message: 

1. Triumph Award: Recognizing Black Excellence 
  
National Action Network’s Triumph Awards 2022 event will take place on Wednesday 
September 28th, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at Jazz at Lincoln Center in New York City honoring cultural 
influencers for their ongoing work within their communities to promote social, racial and 
economic justice in America, and who have positively impacted our society above and beyond 
their performance by bridging their celebrity with their community. 
  
This year’s honorees include:  
  
Sheryl Lee Ralph, Emmy & Tony nominated actress, singer, author, and activist and her husband 
State Senator Vincent Hughes (Pennsylvania legislature for 35 years and currently serves as the 
Democratic Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee) 
Ahmir “Questlove” Thompson (Academy Award-winning filmmaker, 6-time GRAMMY Award-
winning musician, producer, DJ, director, culinary entrepreneur, and New York Times best-selling 
author) 
Will Packer (record-breaking film and television producer behind Will Packer Productions and 
Will Packer Media) 
The creators of HarlemWeek (an annual celebration of the best of Harlem which works to 
promote its rich African-American, African, Caribbean, Hispanic, and European history, as well as 
arts, culture, religion, business, entertainment, and sports) 
And Claire Sulmers (CEO and Founder of Fashion Bomb Daily). 
 
Triumph Awards recipients have been an impressive selection of honorees who have been 
trendsetters and icons in their respective fields, but who have also made extensive contributions 
in being humanitarians in activism, community development, education reform, and 
philanthropy beyond their celebrity. 
  
We hope that you can join us as we highlight and honor countless contributions to impact 
communities and empower change. Tickets to attend this event is free but you must register at 
www.Nationalactionnetwork.net or call 877-626-4651 

 
 

1. NAN to Kick Off Five City Town Hall Forums to Register Black Men Across Georgia 
Ahead of the midterm elections, Reverend Al Sharpton and NAN’s Southeast Regional Director 
Reverend Ron Sailor have announced a five city Georgia tour to encourage voter participation 
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and education among Black males, who according to recent polls, are more likely to be 
unregistered than their counterparts. NAN is a nonpartisan organization and does not endorse 
political candidates. These town hall meetings will register new voters and educate individuals 
about civil rights legislation and issues as we move toward November 2022 and beyond. For more 
information, contact the NAN Southeast Regional Office at (678) 732-0405 
 

1. Join National Action Network NEXT SATURDAY, October 1st, 2022 for a special Saturday action 
rally as we honor the life of our founder & President Rev. Al Sharpton for his 68th Birthday! There 
will be a special Saturday action rally that you won’t want to miss. All are welcome and we invite 
you to join us in person for this special event. For more information call us at 877-626-4651.  

October 1st- Happy Birthday Rev. Al Sharpton 
Opening Segment – Attorney Michael A. Hardy- Executive Vice President & General Counsel, 
NAN 
Happy Birthday Rev. Al Sharpton Tributes 
Senator Kevin Parker 
Senator Brad Hoylman 
Senator Chuck Schumer 
Assemblyman Al Taylor  
NYC public advocate Jumanne Williams 
Manhattan DA Alvin Bragg  
Deputy Boro Pres. Diana Richardson 
City Councilmember- Gale Brewer 
Rev. KW Tullos, President Baptist Ministers Conf. Los Angeles 
Rev. Eddie Karim, Director of community relations for Assemblywoman Latrice Walker 
Rev. Joseph Jones, Senior Pastor Mt. Hermon Baptist Church Bronx NY 
 Minister Tyrone Richardson, Musical Director, NAN 
City Councilmember Rita Joseph 
City Council Speaker Adrienne Adams  
Assemblywoman Inez E. Dickens 
Former Congressman Charles Rangel 
Assemblyman Eddie Gibbs 
Rev. Dr. Michael Walrond- First Corinthian Baptist Church, NYC 
NYC Mayor Eric Adams 
Senator Chuck Schumer 
Rev. Malcolm Byrd- senior Pastor, Mother AME Zion, Harlem, NY 
Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine 
NYS Governor Kathy Hochul 
Keynote- Rev. Al Sharpton 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
 
October 8th 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
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Dr. Alvin Ponder-Vice President, NYC chapter, NAN 
Katrina Jefferson-Special Liaison to the President, HOJ coordinator, NAN 
Jae Hilliard Spencer - Member, The Second chance committee, NYC chapter 
Justice for Phillip Pannell- Pastor Steffie Bartley, the attorney, and family 
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble  
 Guests  
Finding My Voice- Emerald Garner speaks about her new book 
Pastor Steffie Bartley, Senior Pastor, New Hope Missionary Baptist Church, Elizabeth, NJ 
Keynote: Rev. Al Sharpton 
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN. 
The following was included in the weekly message: 

1. NAN Praises Biden’s Pardon 
  
Reverend Al Sharpton and National Action Network praised President 
Biden’s marijuana reforms, which include a historic decision to pardon of all federal 
offenses of simple possession. 
  
“The United States will never justly legalize marijuana until it reckons with the 
outdated policies that equated thousands of young Black men with hardened drug 
pushers,” said Reverend Sharpton. “President Biden’s righteous action today will give 
countless Americans their lives back. They were thrown behind bars for years on end 
for simple possession, a non-violent offense, for a substance that red states and blue 
states are now legalizing at a furious clip. This held them back from jobs, homes, and 
the general dignity they now get back with this full pardon.” 
  
The National Action Network began pushing for these reforms nearly a decade ago, 
when it became clear the conversation around legalization began to change. 
  
“We will continue to monitor the legalization and hold the federal government to its 
word,” said Reverend Sharpton.  “I echo the President’s call on governors to follow 
suit and deliver this same justice at the state level. They cannot legalize marijuana at 
the state house until they rectify what went on at the jail house.” 
  

1. Documentary on Reverend Sharpton to Premier at Chicago International Film Festival 
  
LOUDMOUTH, the documentary that focuses on Reverend Al Sharpton’s activism will 
premiere at the 58th Chicago International Film Festival on Monday, October 17, 
2022. The film chronicles Reverend Sharpton’s activism across the years. 
The screening will take place at the  AMC River East 21 Theatre, located at 322 E 
Illinois St, Chicago, IL 60611 starting at 5:45 p.m. The first 50 people to sign up will 
receive free a free ticket paid for by Reverend Sharpton. Please log on to our web 
site www.nationalactionnetwork.net to sign up today! 
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1. Happy Birthday! 

  
This week, we celebrated the 68th birthday of our Founder/President Reverend Al 
Sharpton. Born on October 3, 1954, Reverend Sharpton has dedicated his entire life 
to fighting for civil and human rights. We salute Rev on his birthday and know that he 
will continue to advocate for justice in the many years to come… 
  
We also salute Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson Sr., who turns 81 on TODAY! Reverend 
Jackson’s astute political and civil rights leadership has deeply influenced the 
teachings and beliefs of Reverend Sharpton and we honor him for his tireless work in 
keeping the tradition of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr alive. 
  

1. Rev’s on the Road 
Reverend Al Sharpton delivered a keynote speech titled, “Fight the Good Fight,” at 
the Fall lecture held on Thursday evening at the University of Delaware. 

  
On Sunday, October 9, 2022, Reverend Sharpton will deliver the sermon at 11 
a.m. at Howard University’s historic Andrew Rankin Memorial Chapel. 
  
On Thursday, October 13, 2022, Reverend Sharpton will deliver the keynote at the 
historic rededication of the Martin Luther King Jr. International Chapel and the 
Convening of the 37th Annual College of Ministers & Laity at Morehouse College. 
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