
AM 620 KPOJ
Portland, OR
Public Issues 
January – March 2015
Issues to be covered:
1. Effort  to increase Oregon’s minimum wage to as high as $15 an hour
2. Radon danger. How to detect and prevent.
3. Portland Public School District’s review of punishment and race
4. Allegations of influence peddling by First Lady Cylvia Hayes and how it’s effecting  the legislature.
5.  Exotic dancers in Oregon ask lawmakers to set laws establishing safety measures clubs must provide. 

PROGRAM: Sunday Magazine
DATE:  January 4, 2015
HOST: John Erickson
Time:  6:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION: 
Segment #1: (Economy, People with Disadvantages) As of the new year, Oregon's minimum 
wage is going up to 9.25 an hour. But that's not remotely enough to feed a family. In this 
interview, Oregon Labor Commissioner Brad Avakian says the typical minim wage-earner is 
now a single parent supporting children, and advocates a rate in the $12 neighborhood. (7:00)
Segment #2:   (Public Safety, Economy)  America’s fast-growing interest in drone aircraft will 
get the attention of  Oregon lawmakers in the new year, as they attempt to balance the interests 
of a growing commercial industry in the state with the need for safety regulation of the diverse 
variety of users, and privacy for the general public. The director of the state’s Department of 
Aviation, Mitch Swecker,  outlined recommended regulatory steps, while State Representative 
Jennifer Williamson  expressed concern about the public’s safety and suggested that drones and 
operators be licensed and regulated by the DMV like other vehicles.   (8:00)
Segment #3: (Health) The specter of Ebola, or any potential pandemic, has touched off 
preparatory steps at the Oregon Public Health Department. Dr. Paul Cieslak is the head of 
communicable disease and immunization, and he outlines Oregon's readiness. (7:00)
Segment #4:  (Education) What are the keys to creativity? We put that question to two of 
America's best loved songwriters promoting Portland appearances, Barry Manilow and Cyndi 
Lauper.  (8:00) 



PROGRAM: Sunday Magazine
DATE:  January 11, 2015
HOST: John Erickson
Time:  6:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:
Segment #1:   (Health) There's a health hazard that many people may have in our homes in the 
Northwest and may not even know about it.  It's a naturally occuring radioactive gas called 
radon, and the Oregon Health Authority Public Health Division has launched a drive to 
encourage the testing of all homes. We interview Radon Program Coodinator Brett Sherry. 
(10:15)
Segment #2:   (Health)  With health care signups under way, we examine one especially uniuque 
option--the member-run Oregon's Health Coop. CEO Ralph Prows is interviewed . (10:00)
Segment #3:   (Health and Minority Issues) We all know what cigarettes can do to your health,  
but the problem is particularly severe in minority communities in the Portland area.  Alberto 
Moreno, Executive Director of the Oregon Latino Health Coalition, and Midge Purcell, Policy 
Director of Urban League of Portland, outline several proposed remedies to the Multnomah 
County Commission. (8:00)

PROGRAM: Sunday Magazine
DATE:  January 18, 2015
HOST: John Erickson
Time:  6:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:

Segment #1 (Citizen Involvement, People with Disadvantages, Economy, Education, 
Environment). We air an extended portion of Governor John Kitzhaber's inaugural address, 
which touched on themes of economic development, equity and diversity, education, and the 
environment. (10:00) 
Segment #2 (Citizen Involvement, Public Safety) The Vancouver Police Department invites 
citizens to become involved with the Neighbors On Watch program. Volunteer coordinator Kelly 
Cheney explains what's involved. (5:00) 
Segment #2 (Education, Minority Issues). The Portland Public Schools are targeting the 
disproportionately high number of students of color who are disciplined through expulsion or 
suspension, citing figures that show dropout rates increase demonstrably in students who are 
excluded from school. Speakers include Mayor Charlie Hales, Superintendent Carole Smith, PPS 
Equity and Diversity Officer Lolenzo Poe, and Commissioner Nick Fish. (15:00) 



PROGRAM: Sunday Magazine
DATE:  January 25, 2015
HOST: John Erickson
Time:  6:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.Duration:  30 minutes  

DESCRIPTION:

Segment #1 (Education) Portland teachers, who often spend their own money helping low 
income students acquire essential items, can turn to the nonprofit Schoolhouse Supplies--which 
is funded largely by the annual Celebrity Spelling Bee, of which IHeartMedia is a major sponsor. 
We interview defending champion Zia McCabe, keyboard player for the Portland band The 
Dandy Warhols, along with  Schoolhouse Supplies Development Director Lisa Palermo and 
Communications Manager Cheryl Larson. (11:00)
Segment #2  (Health, Economy, Public Safety, Environment) With the Oregon Legislature about 
to commence its new sessions, local elected leaders take a direct interest in several issues that 
will impact families here. Legislation pertaining to tax rebates, pedestrian safety, pollution 
concerns, and teen smoking are explained by Claudia Black, Chris Fick, and, Rhys Scholes of 
the Multnomah County Office of Government Relations, along with Commissioner Loretta 
Smith.  (10:00)
Segment #3 (Health, Economy) Coming up on Friday and Saturday, it's the Portland Seafood and 
Wine Festival, a benefit for the National Multiple Sclerosis Society. We interview the festival's 
executive director Sean Guard (9:00)

PROGRAM: Sunday Magazine
DATE:  February 1, 2015
HOST: John Erickson
Time:  6:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.Duration:  30 minutes   

DESCRIPTION:

Segment #1:  (Environment and Health) Local environmental leaders are demanding action from 
the legislature over the fact that California has tightened its diesel pollution standards--and trucks 
that don't meet them are being sold in Oregon.  We interview Mary Peveto, president of 
Neighbors for Clear Air. (7:00)
Segment #2:  (Environment) The Oregon environmental group SOLV is about to launch its 
spring projects of tree plantings and riverside cleanups culminating in Earth Day, and they're 
looking for project leaders. We get details from SOLV staff members Steve Kennet and Quintin 
Bauer (6:00)
Segment #3:  (Environment) We help kick off a commuter car-share campaign in Oregon's 
capital city and the surrounding counties by interviewing project manager Roxanne Rolls from 
Cherriots, the Salem-Keizer area transit agency. (5:30)



Segment #4:  (Economy) Though it has improved dramatically since the depths of the recession, 
Central Oregon's Crook County has the state's highest unemployment rate. We talked with 
regional economist Damon Runberg about the factors in play. (6:30)
Segment #5:  ( Health) Multnomah County considers sharply regulating electronic cigarettes. We 
hear contrasting views from county chair Deborah Kafoury; Matt Manahan of the Northwest 
Vaping Association; Lucy Longoria of the Oregon Public Health Division; Jennifer Baker of the 
Oregon Nurses Association; and Westview High School student Julietta Baugh. (5:00)

PROGRAM: Sunday Magazine
DATE:  February 8, 2015
HOST: John Erickson
Time:  6:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.Duration:  30 minutes  

DESCRIPTION:

Segment #1  (Education) Portland's Benson Polytechnic High School prepares young men and 
women for a variety of 21st century careers. As staff member Kevin Flink explains, prospective 
students and the public will get a taste of what this school is accomplishing at the annual Benson 
Tech Fair coming up this week. (7:00) 
Segment #2 (Education) Oregon has some fine small colleges, but as it true all over the nation, 
escalating costs are a concern. The causes--and what's being done about them--are addressed by 
Dr. Larry Large, president of the Oregon Alliance of Independent Colleges and Universities, in 
testimony before the Oregon House Education Committee. (10:00)
Segment #3:  (Minority Issues) This coming Saturday is Oregon Statehood Day. The Oregon 
Historical Society is marking the birthday and celebrating Black History month as well with 
exhibits and activities focusing on the African-American experience in Oregon. We interview 
OHS Executive Director Kerry Tymchuck. (9:00) 
Segment #4: (Economy) Oregon farmers will soon have a new crop in the ground as the state's 
Department of Agriculture has approved administrative rules for heretofore illegal hemp 
production. The department's Bruce Pokarney explains. (4:00)

PROGRAM: Sunday Magazine
DATE:  February 15, 2015
HOST: John Erickson
Time:  6:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:

Segment #1:  (Minority concerns) The City of Portland files a Friend of the Court brief in 
support of President Obama's executive action on immigration. We hear from Mayor Charlie 
Hales, Deputy City Attorney Harry Auerbach, executive director Andrea Miller of the immigrant 



rights organization Causa, and Commissioner Amanda Fritz. For balance, we reached out to hear 
the opposing view from Jim Ludwick, founder of Oregonians for Immigration Reform.  (11:00)
Segment #2  (Health) We focus on the latest developments in breast cancer research, 
interviewing Dr. Tammy De La Melena and Dr. John Smith II  of Portland's Compass Oncology. 
(19:00)

PROGRAM: Sunday Magazine
DATE:  February 22, 2015
HOST: John Erickson
Time:  6:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:

Segment #1:  (Economy) The Oregon wine industry celebrates a major milestone with Sunday's 
50th anniversary of the Willamette Valley's very first pinot noir planting. We interview Maria 
Ponzi, president of Ponzi Vineyards. (11:00)
Segment #2 (Public Involvement) Oregon has a sudden change in leadership--but is there chaos 
in state government? State Representative Lew Frederick says no, and tells why. (3:00)
Segment #4 (Public Safety) Oregon lawmakers consider amending the state constitution to 
permit drunk-driving roadblocks. We hear contrasting views at a public hearing from State Sen. 
Road Monroe, private citizen Eileen Smith, Criminal Defense Lawyers Association counsel Gale 
Meyer, snd ACLU director David Fidanque. (7:00)
Segment #3:  (Public Involvement). A big picture on how to improve state government from 
local expert John Bernards, author of the soon-to-be-released book.  Government That Works.  
(9:00)

PROGRAM: Sunday Magazine
DATE:  March 1, 2015
HOST: John Erickson
Time:  6:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:

Segment #1: (Environment) Oregon's Spring Beach Cleanup is at the end of the month, and we 
find out about early preparations from Joy Irby and Kayleen Boyle of the environmental group 
SOLV.  (3:00)
Segment #2:  (Education, Economy). Sharp debate over a bill in the Oregon Legislature that 
would provide two years of free tuition for students at Oregon's community colleges. We air 
Senate Education Committee testimony from  sponsors Senator Mark Hass and Representative 
Tobias Reed; and objections to the particulars of the bill from Dr. Jeremy Brown, president of 



Portland Community College;  and Dr. Jose  Padín, president of the Oregon Conference of the 
American Association of University Professor.  (8:00)
Segment #3  (Health, Economy) The Oregon House considers a dollar-a-pack hike in the state 
cigarette tax to discourage young people from smoking. We hear all sides in committee 
testimony by Matt Evans of the Taxpayer Association of Oregon; Sarah Higginbothom of the 
Oregon Heart and Lung Associations,  Plaid Pantry CEO Chris Girard, and Justin Rainey of 
Reynolds Tobacco. (9:00)
Segment #4: (Health, Gender Issues) The upcoming Komen Breast Cancer Issues Conference is 
discussed by program chair Michelle Judson, staff member Margaret Klein, and Karis 
Stoudamire-Phillips of presenting sponsor Moda Health.  (8:00)
Segment #5: (Gender Issues, Education) A science mentorship event for girls and young women 
is offered by SOLV, as representatives Joy Irby and Kaleen Boyle return to explain.  (2:00)

PROGRAM: Sunday Magazine
DATE:  March 8, 2015
HOST: John Erickson
Time:  6:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.Duration:  30 minutes 

DESCRIPTION:

Segment #1: (Health, Environment) Oregon may take on the job of regulating toys and other 
children's products that contain or are made with certain chemicals.  The Oregon Toxic-Free 
Kids Act came up for a hearing in a state senate committee, and we aired contrasting testimony 
from Portland mother Bethany Wofford and bill sponsor Rep, Alissa Kenny-Guyer, along with 
lobbysists Tim Shestek of the American Chemistry Council and Jennifer Gibbons with the Toy 
Industry Association. (17:00)
Segment #2:  (Education, Minority Issues)  Concordia University's School of Education teams up 
with Portland's Faubion pre-K-8 School in designing a building that maximizes the unique 
relationship between the neighboring schools. We toured Faubion and interviewed Principal 
LaShawn Lee, Assistant Principal Jennifer McCalley, and Concordia executive vice president 
Gary Withers (5:00)
Segment #3: (Environment)  The unique environment of Oregon's Tillamook State Forest is on 
display for all to see beginning this weekend with the reopening of the Tillamook Forest Center. 
We interview director Fran McReynolds. (4:00)
Segment #4. (Economy) The Oregon economy continues its rebound in the latest unemployment 
report, detailed by state employment economist Nick Beleiciks.  (4:00) 

PROGRAM: Sunday Magazine
DATE:  March 15, 2015
HOST: John Erickson
Time:  6:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.Duration:  30 minutes      



DESCRIPTION:

Segment #1: (Public Safety) Oregon entertainers--particularly of the exotic variety--say they are 
subjected to hazards that would be unacceptable in any other line of work, and they brought their 
demand for protection to the Oregon Legislature. We hear from dancer Paris Hoover and strip 
club DJ Ray McMillan. (9:00)
Segment #2:  (Public Safety) Hoping to cut down on auto-pedestrian fatalities, the city of 
Portland wants to operate unmanned Photo Radar in high crash corridors. Representative Jeff 
Reardon, Portland Bureau of Transportation Director Leah Treat, and Kristi Finney-Dunn, a 
Portland mother who lost her son in a high speed crash explain the reasons. (6:00)
Segment #3: (Education) There is an effort underway to send every middle school student in the 
state of Oregon to Outdoor School.  We interview Rex Burkholder of the Oregon Outdoor 
Education Coalition. (9:00)
Segment #4:  (Education) With Spring Break coming up, the Oregon Zoo offers a variety of 
fascinating day-camp experiences for younger students. Allison Heimowitz of the Zoo's 
education department explains the options.  (6:00)

PROGRAM: Sunday Magazine
DATE:  March 22, 2015
HOST: John Erickson
Time:  6:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.Duration:  30 minutes      

DESCRIPTION:

Segment #1: (Environment) Oregon's Spring Beach Cleanup is coming upo next weekend, and 
we find out how and why people can get involved.  We talk in-studio with Joy Irby and Kayleen 
Boyle of the environmental group SOLV. (5:30)
Segment: #2: (Health) Oregon Health Authority officials say a sixth confirmed meningococcal 
disease case in a University of Oregon student underscores the critical importance of getting 
vaccinated against the illness before or during spring break. We listen in on a news conference 
from Paul Cieslak, M.D., of the Oregon Health Authority and Patrick Luedtke, M.D., of Lane 
County Public Health (5:30)
Segment #3 (Health, Gender issues) There's a new leader in the local fight against breast cancer. 
We interview Andrew Asato, who's just been named CEO of Komen for the Cure of Oregon and 
Southwest Washington.  (5:00)
Segment #4   (Gender Issues, Public Safety) Commemorating the 20th anniversary of the 
Violence Against Women Act, the Multnomah County Commission hears first-hand the 
harrowing story of a local mother's ordeal--and her uplifting recovery, facilitated by services 
made available by the Act. (9:00)
Segment #5: (Economy, Environment) One of Oregon's favorite springtime activities is a visit to 
the tulip fields of the Willamette Valley. We interview Barb Iverson, owner of the Wooden Shoe 
Tulip Festival. (PA-TULIPFESTIVAL-3-20-15) (5:00)



PROGRAM: Sunday Magazine
DATE:  March 29, 2015
HOST: John Erickson
Time:  6:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.Duration:  30 minutes      

DESCRIPTION:

Segment #1: (Economy, Environment, Health) Advocates for special interest license plates make 
their pitch to an Oregon House Committee. Speaking in favor of a special plate for Portland Trail 
Blazer fans is longtime broadcaster Bill Schonely; advocating for a Mt. Hood plate is State Rep. 
Mark Johnson; calling for an Oregon Coast plate is State Rep. David Gomberg along with Dr. 
Bruce Mate, director of the OSU Marine Mammal Institute; and making the case for a breast 
cancer awareness and prevention plate is Margaret Riggs Klein of  Susan G. Komen for the Cure 
of Oregon and SW Washington. (16:00)
Segment #2: (Public Safety, Economy, Environment) With winter in the rear view mirror, some 
Oregon lawmakers are attempting to either outlaw or impose new fees on the uses of studded 
snow tires because of the damage they cause to Oregon roads and highways. During a House 
Transportation Committee hearing, we hear from State Reps. Mitch Greenlick and Alyssa 
Kenny-Guyer of Portland, who favor imposing restrictions, and tire company representatives 
Ken Brown and Dave Reinhardt, who say new tire technology which eliminates studs means the 
problem will take care of itself.  (5:00)
Segment #3:  (Health) There's a health hazard that many people may have in our homes in the 
Northwest and may not even know about it.  It's a naturally occuring radioactive gas called 
radon, and the Oregon Health Authority Public Health Division has launched a drive to 
encourage the testing of all homes. We interview Radon Program Coodinator Brett Sherry. 
(9:00) (repeating from January 11).  

Viewpoints
Airs Sundays 6:00 a.m. – 6:30 a.m.

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  January 4, 2015
HOST: Gary Price
Time: .m      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:   (Education) The PBS series, “Downton Abbey” premieres this week, and it’s 
one in a long line of very popular programs that the network has produced. How do they find 
shows like “Downton,” “Sherlock,” “Brideshead Revisited,” and “Poldark”? What goes into 
choosing which programs make it on the air? And how has the format for “Masterpiece” affected 
commercial network programming through the years? We talk to the producer of the series and 
also to a TV expert about these issues . Guests: Rebecca Eaton, Exec. Producer, the 
“Masterpiece” series for PBS out of WGBH, Boston, author of the book, “Making Masterpiece,” 
(www.pbs.org <http://www.pbs.org>); Robert Thompson, Prof. of Television and Popular 
Culture, the Newhouse School, Syracuse University (newhouse.syr.edu). 

http://www.pbs.org
http://www.pbs.org


PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  January 4, 2015
HOST: Marty Peterson
Time: 7:44-7:55 AM      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:  (Health, Education, Citizen Involvement, and Economy) Why are people so 
afraid to give speeches in public? It’s the cause of sweaty palms, headaches, nausea and weak 
knees, to mention only a few of the problems speakers experience. We talk to a psychologist and 
a speech educator about why anxiety builds when we have to give a public address, and how we 
can use this stress to our benefit.. Guests:  Jeremy Jamieson, Asst. Prof. of Social Psychology, 
University of Rochester, NY (www.rochester.edu <http://www.rochester.edu>); Philip Dalton 
Assoc. Prof. of Rhetoric and Chair of that department, Hofstra University, NY.

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  January 11, 2015
HOST: Gary Price
Time: 6:00 a.m. - 6:30 a.m.      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION: (Environment and Economy)  Super Storm Sandy was a devastating event that 
caused death, destruction and billions of dollars in property damage in its wake. One fact that 
was brought out during the onslaught of that huge hurricane was the need to update our nation’s 
weather forecasting and emergency management systems. We talk to a journalist and author who 
conducted research on the storm, the systems that tracked it and found out how our weather 
forecasting, tracking and evacuation protocols and equipment need to be modernized to deal with 
the extreme weather that climate change will bring us in the future.  Guest:  Kathryn Miles, 
journalist and author of “Super Storm: Nine days inside Hurricane Sandy

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE: January 11, 2015
HOST: Marty Peterson
Time: 7:44-7:55 AM      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION: (Education)  We all want answers to the complicated questions in life, but 
sometimes just asking the questions are enough to make us think deeply about our lives and our 
world. We talk to a man who has made a living asking questions that sometimes have no hard 
and fast answers, or where the resolution changes depending upon our age or circumstances. He 
tells us how the process of coming to an answer is often more important than any one answer 
itself.  Guest: Dr. Gregory Stock, bioethicist, author of “The Book of Questions” 
(www.gregorystock.net <http://www.gregorystock.net>). 

http://www.rochester.edu
http://www.rochester.edu
http://www.gregorystock.net
http://www.gregorystock.net


PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  January 18, 2015
HOST: Gary Price
Time: 6:00 a.m. - 6:30 a.m.      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:  (Health and Education) We’ve all heard stories about people who overcome 
tremendous odds and end up becoming a success.  Or they’re faced with a serious illness, but 
they manage to come through it healthier and happier. How do they do it?  We talk to two people 
who have experience with adversity about what it takes to make it through the dark, and 
seemingly hopeless times in life.  Guests: Trent Angers, Co-editor with Coach Dale Brown, of 
“Getting Over the Four Hurdles of Life,” (www.acadianhouse.com 
<http://www.acadianhouse.com>); Kim Kircher, member of ski patrol at Crystal Mountain 
resort, WA, author of the book, “The Next 15 Minutes: Strength from the top of the mountain.” 

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE: January 18, 2015
HOST: Marty Peterson
Time: 7:44-7:55 AM      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION: (Economy, Citizen Involvement) Late night television has changed 
dramatically during the past year with younger hosts such as Jimmy Fallon, Seth Meyers, 
Stephen Colbert and James Corden taking over the helms of popular shows. Are these new hosts 
going to change late night in a substantial way? And if so, will they be changes for the better? 
We talk with a media professor and a former late night talk show star and author about the issue.  
Guests: Robert Thompson, Robert Thompson, Prof. of Television and Popular Culture, the 
Newhouse School, Syracuse University (newhouse.syr.edu); Dick Cavett, talk show host, actor, 
author of the book, “Brief Encounters: Conversations, magic moments, and assorted hijinks,” 
(www.dickcavettshow.com <http://www.dickcavettshow.com>). 

http://www.acadianhouse.com
http://www.acadianhouse.com
http://www.dickcavettshow.com
http://www.dickcavettshow.com


PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  January 25, 2015
HOST: Gary Price
Time: 6:00 a.m. - 6:30 a.m.      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:   (Families and Health) Sometimes talking about serious subjects, even with 
friends and family, can cause arguments and bad feelings. But just as Mary Poppins said, “…a 
spoonful of sugar makes the medicine go down,” humor can make the discussion of serious 
subjects go down easier. Our guests are two very talented and funny people who use humor, 
satire and irony to make their points about women in science, and the immigrants’ experience. 
Guests:  Aasif Mandvi, actor, award-winning playwright, cast member on Comedy Central’s 
“The Daily Show with Jon Stewart,” and author of the book, “No Land’s Man,” 
(<https://twitter.com/aasif>); Megan Amram, comedian, writer on NBC’s comedy “Parks and 
Recreation,” and author of “Science…for Her!” (<http://meganamram.tumblr.com>). 

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE: January 25, 2015
HOST: Marty Peterson
Time: 7:44-7:55 AM      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:  (Children and Families) Kids are always on their phones, tablets or computers 
- even when they’re sitting across from one another at the lunch table! Does communicating via 
screens hurt kids? We talk to two researchers who found that too much screen time at the cost of 
face-to-face communication could decrease our ability to recognize emotions, and possibly even 
shorten our lives.  Guests: Patricia Greenfield, Distinguished Prof. of Psychology, UCLA, Dir. of 
the Children’s Digital Media Center, Los Angeles, CA (www.cdmc.ucla.edu 
<http://www.cdmc.ucla.edu>); Susan Pinker, psychologist, journalist, author of “The Village 
Effect: How face-to-face contact can make us healthier, happier and smarter,” 
(www.susanpinker.com <http://www.susanpinker.com>).

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  February 1, 2015
HOST: Gary Price
Time: 6:00 a.m. - 6:30 a.m.      Duration:  30 minutes

https://twitter.com/aasif
http://meganamram.tumblr.com
http://www.cdmc.ucla.edu
http://www.cdmc.ucla.edu
http://www.susanpinker.com
http://www.susanpinker.com


DESCRIPTION:  (Health)  Many of us make resolutions on New Year’s Day to lose weight, 
exercise more or maybe save more money. How are those going a month later? Most Americans 
don’t keep resolutions after a few weeks. Why is that? We’ll discuss strategies for planning and 
fulfilling that big change in your life. Guests:  Tom Somodi, CEO & President of the Change 
Science Institute; Chris Carosa, Pres. of Carosa, Stanton Asset Management, author of Hey, 
What’s My Number?

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  February 1, 2015
HOST: Marty Peterson
Time: 7:44-7:55 AM      Duration  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:  (Health) It’s amazing that in the 21st century, science knows so much about 
all of the organs of the body save one: the brain. We talk to a scientist and author about the 
unbelievable abilities of the brain, how memories help us predict the future, where dreams are 
located, how brain injury can sometimes make someone a genius, and how research into brain 
function is opening up new areas of understanding the mind and its possibilities.  Guest: Dr. 
Michio Kaku, physicist, professor of theoretical physics City College and City University of 
New York, co-founder of string theory, and author of The Future of the Mind: The scientific 
quest to understand, enhance, and empower the mind.

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  February 8, 2015
HOST: Gary Price
Time: 6:00 a.m. - 6:30 a.m.      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:  (Education and Public Involvement) Civics classes in many grade schools and 
high schools aren’t the same as they were back 20 years ago, when teachers lectured on “how a 
bill becomes a law” to a roomful of bored students. These days, kids are more likely to discuss 
and debate some of the most pressing issues of the day. We talk to two researchers about how 
some schools are teaching students how to debate correctly, how discussion of hot topics can 
foster understanding of diverse points of view, and the long-term benefits for students who 
engage in thoughtful, civil, debate. Guests:  Diana E. Hess, Senior VP of the Spencer 
Foundation, Prof. of Social Studies Education, University of Wisconsin-Madison; Paula 
McAvoy, Assoc. Program Officer of the Spencer Foundation and philosopher of education. Both 



guests are co-authors of the book, The Political Classroom: Evidence and ethics in democratic 
education.

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  February 8, 2015
HOST: Marty Peterson
Time: 7:44-7:55 AM      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION: (Minority issues and Education) So much literature is written by white authors 
- of the past and present - that it’s not always relevant to young people of color, immigrants or 
those from non-western backgrounds. Our guest, an award-winning author, says it’s time to hear 
from different voices in literature - beginning when children just start to open books. We’ll hear 
how she became a writer, and get a peek inside her memoir of growing up in two worlds - 
written entirely in verse.  Guests:  Jacqueline Woodson, award-winning author of “Brown Girl 
Dreaming,” a memoir written entirely in verse

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  February 15, 2015
HOST: Gary Price
Time: 6:00 a.m. - 6:30 a.m.      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:  (Minority Issues and Families) Researching your ancestors is popular these 
days.  It can be exciting if your ancestors were famous or if they had some connection to a 
historical event. However, it can be painful if your family played a part in one of the darker 
periods in our history, such as slavery. We talk to a man whose family held slaves and hear how 
he went back in history and to his family’s home town to confront his past, to meet the relatives 
of those slaves, and to find out what life was like then and now for the two Tomlinson families.  
Guests:  Chris Tomlinson, journalist, author of “Tomlinson Hill: The remarkable story of two 
families who share the Tomlinson name - one white, one black,” 



PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  February 15, 2015
HOST: Marty Peterson
Time: 7:44-7:55 AM      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION: (Public Involvement) The next presidential campaigns are gearing up and 
GOP and Democratic hopefuls are already testing the waters more than 18 months before the 
elections. The people you see in front of the cameras and in the headlines are only part of the 
story, though. Behind the scenes are men and women who support the candidates in very 
important ways. We’ll hear about a few of these hardworking “sidekicks” who served some of 
our modern presidents, and even about one who made George Washington smile!  Guests:  Jerald 
Podair, prof. of history and American studies at Lawrence University, Appleton, WI; Julia 
Rothman, co-author of “The Who, the What and the Where: 65 artists illustrate the secret 
sidekicks of history,” 

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  February 22, 2015
HOST: Gary Price
Time: 6:00 a.m. - 6:30 a.m.      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:  (Health and Families) Conflict is part of life, but it doesn’t have to be a 
negative experience. We talk to two experts on conflict about how to make disagreements with a 
spouse or other family member, or with colleagues at work a positive and productive learning 
experience.  Guests:  Dana Caspersen, mediator, teacher and author of, “Changing the 
Conversation: The 17 principles of conflict resolution.”  Dr. Judith Wright, author, coach, 
corporate consultant and founder of the Wright Graduate University for the Realization of 
Human Potential, where she also teaches.

PROGRAM: Viewpoints



DATE:  February 22, 2015
HOST: Marty Peterson
Time: 7:44-7:55 AM      Duration: 30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:  (Education) All of us drew pictures as children, but as we grew older, we saw 
that we either did or did not have real talent. Those of us who were not skilled gave it up and 
went on to do other things.  Our guest says that we shouldn’t have dropped the pencil or 
paintbrush, and He’ll tell us how we can all benefit from drawing on a daily basis - both in 
developing skill in art, and creativity and confidence in other parts of our lives.  Guests:  Danny 
Gregory, artist, teacher, founder of the Sketchbook Skool, and author of “Art Before Breakfast: 
A zillion ways to be more creative no matter how busy you are.”

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  March 1, 2015
HOST: Gary Price
Time: 6:00 a.m. - 6:30 a.m.      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:  (Education)  The history of physics is a long and extremely interesting one, 
littered with the names of some of the most famous scientists in the world, like Galileo, Newton, 
Copernicus, Einstein, Curie, and others. It is also the story of great discoveries that changed 
cultures, religious beliefs and politics over the centuries. We talk to a science historian about a 
few of the highlights throughout the long history of physics and astronomy.  Guest:  Tom 
Jackson, author of “Physics: An illustrated history of the foundations of  science” - a Ponderables 
book. 

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  March 1, 2015
HOST: Marty Peterson
Time: 7:44-7:55 AM      Duration  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION: (Health) Millions of Americans are addicted to alcohol and drugs, and many 
of them end up unemployed, broken away from their families and homeless. We talk to a 
psychologist about the causes of addiction, and why some people are more likely to fall to it than 
others, and find out how an author who is battling alcohol and drug addiction made his journey 
to sobriety, and the lessons he learned on the way.  Guests:  Ryan LaLumiere, psychologist, 



Assistant Prof. in the Psychology Dept., University of Iowa, and a specialist on addiction; Bob 
Allison, recovering addict, author of “Saved by the Prince of Peace: Dungeon to Sky.”

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  March 8, 2015
HOST: Gary Price
Time: 6:00 a.m. - 6:30 a.m.      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:   (Economy) A number of high-profile companies have appointed new CEOs 
lately. What is it that makes one candidate better than another to lead a corporation and make it 
innovative and profitable? We talk to two management specialists about the characteristics of a 
good leader, what the CEO is responsible for, and what sets great CEOs apart from other 
business leaders.  Guests:  Bill Pasmore, Organizational Practice Leader at the Center for 
Creative Leadership, and Professor of Social Organizational Psychology at Columbia University, 
NYC; Adam Bryant, “The Corner Office” columnist for the New York Times, and author of the 
book, “Quick and Nimble: Lessons from leading CEOs on how to create a culture of 
innovation.”

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE: March 8, 2015
HOST: Marty Peterson
Time: 7:44-7:55 AM      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:   (Economy) The Academy Award-nominated film, “The Imitation Game” 
brought to light the contributions of Alan Turing in breaking the Enigma code during WWII. 
Throughout his  career, he thought that maybe we could build a computer that could think like a 
human. But could even the best tech whizzes of today build a machine that could not only think 
but also converse like a human? We talk to a man who researched that issue and even competed 
in a contest to prove he was human, and find out what it takes for chatbots to beat humans at 
their own games.  Guests: Brian Christian, author of “The Most Human Human: What talking 
with computers teaches us about what it means to be alive.”

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  March 15, 2015
HOST: Gary Price



Time: 6:00 a.m. - 6:30 a.m.      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION: (Health, Economy)   Many people remain in bad situations because they are 
afraid to quit, but they shouldn’t.  Our guest says that if you take the time to carefully plan just 
how and when you’ll walk out the door, it’s easier to deal with the anxiety, fear and depression 
that can follow such a big decision. We’ll hear about steps anyone can take - and those they 
shouldn’t - when it’s time to quit and move on.  Guests:  Peg Streep writes non-fiction, is a 
blogger at Psychology Today.com and the author of the book, “Quitting: Why we fear it, and 
why we shouldn’t, in life, love and work,” now out in paperback. 

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  March 15, 2015
HOST: Marty Peterson
Time: 7:44-7:55 AM      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION: (Public Involvement) A few weeks ago, veteran news anchor, Brian Williams, 
was suspended from his job on the Nightly News because he had embellished a story about his 
involvement in an event in the Iraq War. Did he purposely lie? Or could it have been a matter of 
“misremembering”?  We talk to a psychologist and a news veteran about the issue, how it can 
happen and what the future may hold for Williams.  Guests:  Dr. Frank Farley, psychologist, 
professor at Temple University in Philadelphia and a former president of the American 
Psychological Association; Al Primo, creator of the “Eyewitness News” format for television; 
producer of Teen Kids News and a the recipient of an Emmy, a Peabody Award and an Edward 
R. Murrow Lifetime Achievement Award, among many others.

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  March 22, 2015
HOST: Gary Price
Time: 6:00 a.m. - 6:30 a.m.      Duration:  30 minutes



DESCRIPTION:  (Economy, Public Safety) This year marks the 25th anniversary of the 
Gardner Museum heist of millions of dollars in paintings by Rembrandt, Vermeer and others. 
Nobody knows who took the paintings, but our guest has a theory.  We also talk to an art expert 
and an art show coordinator about what happens to stolen art, how art is determined to be 
genuine, and how to avoid scams if you’re buying or selling art and antiques.  Guests:  Stephen 
Kurkjian, journalist and author of the book, “Master Thieves: The Boston gangsters who pulled 
off the world’s greatest art heist”; Jane C.H. Jacob, art consultant, president of Jacob Fine Art, 
Oak Park, IL; Scott Diament, president & CEO of the Palm Beach Show Group. 

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  March 22, 2015
HOST: Marty Peterson
Time: 7:44-7:55 AM      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION:  (Public Safety) Search dogs will follow a scent for miles and even put their 
lives in danger looking for survivors of mudslides and building collapses.  How do they do it, 
and why?  We talk to a search dog owner and trainer about these amazing animals, the 
physiology that helps them hone in on a single scent, and why they will work for hours in horrid 
conditions for their handlers.  Guest:  Cat Warren, cadaver dog owner and trainer, author of the 
book, “What the Dog Knows: Scent, science and the amazing ways dogs perceive the world.

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  March 29, 2015
HOST: Gary Price
Time: 6:00 a.m. - 6:30 a.m.      Duration  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION: (Education)  Everyone knows the line “It was a dark and stormy night” from 
Snoopy’s exploits as a budding novelist. But do you know the real author of that famous line, 
and why he has a literary competition named after him?  We’ll talk to the retired professor of 
English and contest creator about the famous aristocrat and author who lent his name to a quirky 
contest, and why he was a better writer than he’s been given credit for.  We’ll also hear some of 



the winning entries from past Bulwer-Lytton Contests.  Guest:  Scott Rice, retired English 
professor from San Jose State University and founder of the annual Bulwer-Lytton Fiction 
Contest.

PROGRAM: Viewpoints
DATE:  March 29, 2015
HOST: Marty Peterson
Time: 7:44-7:55 AM      Duration:  30 minutes

DESCRIPTION: (Health, Economy) We’re always hearing about how everyone is stressed 
these days, that we have too much to do and too many people asking for a moment - or more! - 
of our time.  What can we do to keep our bosses happy, our clients needs fulfilled and ourselves 
from pulling out our hair? We talk to two men who have found that meditating can help workers 
become more productive, less stressed and happier overall.  Guests:  David Gelles, business 
reporter, NYTimes, author of “Mindful Work: How meditation is changing business from the 
inside out.”  Allan Lokos, founding and guiding teacher of the Community Meditation Center in 
NYC, author of “Through the Flames: Overcoming disaster through compassion, patience and 
determination.”


