
THE PUBLIC'S RADIO - ISSUES & PROGRAMS LIST
Q2: April 1, 2020 to June 30, 2020

Here follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by The Public’s 
Radio, Providence, Rhode Island along with the most significant programming treatment 
of those issues for the period of 04/01 to 06/30/2020.  The listing is by no means 
exhaustive. The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or 
significance.
 

1. Business: April, 2020
Wednesday marked the beginning of scallop season in New England. But fishermen say 
restaurant closures caused by the coronavirus pandemic have stalled demand for their product. 
Nadine Sebai reports.

Length: 01:30

2. Health, April 2, 2020
The COVID-19 crisis has drawn comparisons to the Spanish Influenza of 1918 and warnings 
about the risks of responding to a pandemic by doing too little too late. But the town of Westerly 
serves as a different kind of historical lesson. Officials there took bold and quick steps in 1918 
and prevented deaths. Alex Nunes reports.

Length: 03:00

3. Arts: April 3, 2020
The coronavirus pandemic is making life tough for many artists. Gigs are cancelled and galleries 
are closed. But adversity can also be a source of inspiration. Sofia Rudin reports.

Length: 02:00

4. Culture: April 6, 2020
People are buying up baking supplies online and at the grocery store, whipping up big batches 
of soup at home, and even planning vegetable gardens, as the pandemic grips daily life. Local 
food advocates are hoping the trend sticks. Alex Nunes reports.

Length: 04:00

5. Education: April 10, 2020
When Rhode Island schools closed last month, each school had to quickly come up with its own 
plan for “distance learning” for their students. Three weeks into the shutdown, those schools are 
now scrambling to come up with ways to keep kids in school and find the ones who are already 
disappearing. John Bender reports.

Length: 05:53
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6. Business and Economy: April 13, 2020
While most of the country is experiencing an economic shutdown, businesses deemed 
“essential” continue to operate, and concerns are growing about safety measures in those 
workplaces. Electric Boat, a major employer in Rhode Island and Connecticut, is one of those 
businesses. Nearly two dozen workers have tested positive for COVID-19 and some say the 
shipbuilder hasn't done enough to create a safe working environment. Joe Tasca reports.

Length: 06:10

7. Politics: April 20, 2020
Among the grueling challenges facing the government is how to conduct honest and accessible 
elections in this year of pandemic. The Public’s Radio political analyst Scott MacKay has some 
thoughts on ensuring that voters don’t have to risk their health to cast ballots.

Length: 04:30

8. Arts and Culture: April 25, 2020
The New Bedford Whaling Museum has repurposed its website to provide a 'museum from 
home' experience. But there's far more than what you would see if you could visit the museum 
right now. James Baumgartner reports.

Length: 07:30

9. Health: May 3, 2020
An immigration attorney who talked to inmates at the Bristol County Jail as a violent disturbance 
was breaking out Friday evening describes a scene of fear and chaos. Ben Berke reports.

Length: 08:15

10. Politics: June 6, 2020
Saturday’s protest, organized by Black Lives Matter Rhode Island, drew people of all ages, 
including parents with young children and seniors, who carried signs, chanted, listened to 
speakers and sang songs. Antonia Ayres-Brown reports.

Length: 04:02


