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Two people killed in crash 
over the weekend have been 
identified News 1/2/20 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

The two people killed in a 

crash with a semi over the 

weekend have been 

identified.  Micaela 

Schneider of Plover and 

Olivia Johnson from Virginia, 

both 22, died when their 

car swerved into the path 

of the truck on Hwy 70 east 

of Grantsburg.   

 

A member of the Shawano 

County Board of Supervisors 

is facing charges of 

disorderly conduct, 

strangulation and 

suffocation.  Peter Schmidt 

of Bonduel allegedly 

choked one of the men 

who works on his farm until 

he lost consciousness.  The 

victim’s name hasn’t been 



released.  Schmidt 

admitted the incident but 

said he didn’t choke the 

man out.  He a preliminary 

hearing set for January 16th. 

 

Last week, Langlade 

County’s network of 

snowmobile trails were 

closed because of the mild 

weather and rain.  A fresh 

snowstorm earlier this week 

and club grooming, most 

will reopen this morning at 

8:00.  Operators are 

cautioned to stay on 

marked trails as there are 

still areas where swamps 

are soft and damage from 

storms last summer.   

 

Another reminder the ice is 

not safe for heavy traffic as 

a SUV went through near 

DC Everest Park on Lake 

Wausau yesterday.  Both 

occupants were able to 

get out without injury. 

 



2019 is in the record books 

as the wettest year ever in 

Wisconsin and much of the 

Midwest.  The latest climate 

data finds the entire 2010 

decade was also the 

warmest for the entire 

country over the past 50-

years.   

 

Mistakes by the Wisconsin 

Badgers turned into scores 

for Oregon as the Ducks 

won the Rose Bowl 

yesterday, 28-17. 
 

  
Snowmobile trail conditions 
in Oneida Co. are rough News 1/2/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 Snowmobile trail conditions 

across Oneida County are 

rough with some segments 

closed due to unsafe 

conditions.  Operators are 

asked to check with local 

clubs for the latest 

information.  The forestry 

department also reminds 

snowmobilers all lake trails 

remain closed and urge 

riders to stay on the marked 

trails for safety. 

The first two customers 



showed up at the Rise 

Dispensary in Mundelein, 

Illinois Tuesday, 13 hours 

before the doors were 

going to open.  Operators 

expect much of their 

business to come from 

Wisconsin, about 20 miles 

away.  A new law that went 

into effect Wednesday 

means some Illinois 

businesses can sell 

recreational marijuana for 

the first time.  At the Rise 

dispensary employees have 

conducted mock 

rehearsals to make sure 

they’re ready to check the 

identifications and take 

orders from dozens of 

customers. 

Authorities in Taylor County 

say 65-year-old James Plenk 

was killed in a two-vehicle 

accident New Year’s Eve.  

He was plowing snow from 

a driveway, and drove into 

the path of another 

vehicle.   Both drivers were 



taken to the hospital and 

Plenk died. 

In 2019 all 2,500 plus 

campsites and 2200 seats in 

the Vision Wheel Hospitality 

complex were reserved a 

month before last year’s 

record-breaking 50th 

Crandon World 

Championship Offroad 

weekend with over 70,000 

attending.  A weekend 

attendance record was 

also set for June’s Brush run 

event as well.  As of 

yesterday, reservations are 

now underway for this 

year’s events in June and 

September at the famous 

Crandon track.  Organizers 

already have big changes 

in line for this year. 
 

  
One person in custody in 
Wausau after shots fired News 1/3/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 One person is in custody as 

Wausau Police investigate 

reports of shots being fired.  

Officials say calls came in 

around 7 last night of gun 

shots near the Hampton Inn 

on South 24th Avenue.  



Three people were found 

there, one of them armed.  

There was a brief standoff 

until the man put down the 

weapon and was arrested.  

No other information is 

available.   

 

More than 140 people are 

out of work in Merrill when 

Semco Windows and Doors 

abruptly announced 

they’ve closed.  In a letter 

dated December 30th the 

company said 120 

employees would be 

terminated immediately.  In 

the letter, company 

president Patrick Semling 

said a lack of orders, the 

inability to obtain financing 

or a buyer and insufficient 

cash forced the move.  The 

three generation business 

opened in 1941. 

 

A contractor will spend time 

in jail following a plea deal 

yesterday.  43-year old Ray 



Marchel pleaded no 

contest to charges of 

business theft in Marathon 

County Court, accused of 

taking money for projects 

that were never 

completed.  He faces 

similar charges in Lincoln 

and Portage counties as 

well.  He’ll spend 30 days in 

jail, three years’ probation 

and pay restitution. 
 

The Merrill School District 

has been weighing ideas to 

cut ever increasing budgets 

and consolidation tops that 

list.  Administrators have 

been exploring whether or 

not to bring students at the 

Maple Grove charter 

school into the city, a move 

under fire by parents and 

staff of the rural school.  On 

Tuesday, the district will host 

an information session for 

the community on the issue.   
 

  
Details on sex crime case 
against area educator to be News 1/3/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 Federal prosecutors will 

release more details about 



released the sex crime case they are 

pursuing against a former 

Wisconsin principal.  David 

Hay was taken into custody 

last Sunday when he was 

about to board a plane at 

Mitchell International 

Airport.  He was charged 

yesterday with using a 

computer to facilitate a 

child sex crime.  Hay served 

as a principal at Kettle 

Moraine and Tomah 

schools before moving to 

the East Coast.  

Authorities in Taylor County 

say a man who was 

stabbed about seven times 

in the chest and stomach 

New Year’s Day is expected 

to survive.  The victim’s 

name hasn’t been 

released.  Witnesses say 29-

year-old Andrew Eisner and 

the victim had been 

arguing while they were 

drinking Wednesday 

morning and things turned 

physical outside the Birds’ 



Nest Tavern in Rib Lake.  

Eisner is being held in the 

Marathon County Jail on a 

charge of aggravated 

battery with intent of 

substantial bodily harm.   

Wisconsin doctors were 

dealing with an explosion of 

pediatric flu cases during 

the month of December.  

Children’s Wisconsin 

Hospital handled 829 cases 

during the month – 90 times 

the caseload in the same 

month last year.  The 

Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention has moved 

Wisconsin from the low flu 

category to the high 

category.  Local doctors 

are worried it could get 

worse as students return to 

the classroom from 

vacation.  Patients are said 

to be filling doctors’ offices, 

hospital emergency rooms 

and forming long lines at 

pharmacies.  In December 

2018, Children’s Wisconsin 



dealt with nine flu cases 

and four hospitalizations. 
 

  
Two snow mobiliers died 
when their  machine went 
through the ice  News 1/6/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Two snowmobilers died 

when their machines went 

through the ice on Lake 

Nokomis early Sunday 

morning.  The Oneida 

County Sheriff’s office 

reported three machines 

were off the marked trails 

on the lake when all of 

them went through shortly 

after 3am.  One person was 

able to get out and called 

911.  Names have not yet 

been released.  Officials 

remind snowmobilers that 

virtually no lakes have been 

marked as safe for travel 

and to stay on the trails.   

 

Some tense moments just 

before 7:30 Sunday morning 

when the call of a structure 

fire came into Vilas County 

dispatch and two elderly 

people were still inside the 

home on Pine Arbor Drive in 

Arbor Vitae.  Multiple 



agencies were immediately 

dispatched as first 

responders reported the 

people were able to get 

out and smoke was coming 

from a backed up pellet 

stove.  No fire was found 

and the stand down 

request came about ten 

minutes later.   

 

The offices of State Senator 

Tom Tiffany and 

Representative Mary 

Felzkowski are assisting 

workers displaced by the 

sudden closing of Semco 

Windows and Doors in 

Merrill last week.  141 

people lost their jobs.   

 

With the Green Bay Packers 

in post season play, the 

Better Business Bureau is 

warning fans about ticket 

scams.  Prices right now 

average around $150 and 

officials say cheap prices 

online are many times 



counterfeit or don’t even 

exist.  The Bureau 

recommends getting ticket 

information directly from 

the Packers official website. 

 

…and the Packers will take 

on Seattle Sunday in the 

divisional round of the 

playoffs in Green Bay. 
 

  
Snow mobiliers die after 
machines crash through the 
ice News 1/6/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 Three snowmobiles went 

through the ice of Lake 

Nokomis early Sunday 

morning, claiming the lives 

of two people.  31-year old 

David Erdman of Hubertus 

and 27-year old Kurtis 

Shernell of Hustisford died 

as a result.  26-year old 

Austin Zillmer of Sussex was 

able to get out and called 

911 shortly after 3am.  The 

operators were off the 

marked trails near River 

Road, on the water and 

officials stress until you see 

barrels on the lakes, they 

are not safe for machine 

traffic.   



With as much snow as 

we’ve picked up you’d 

think drivers would be 

adjusting to things by now.  

You’d be wrong.  In Lincoln 

County alone sheriff’s 

deputies responded to 

more than 30 vehicles off 

the road and in the ditch 

yesterday.  No injuries were 

reported in any of the 

mishaps.  Marathon county 

yesterday instituted a 

towing ban for vehicles off 

the road until things were 

cleared up.   

Police say about 100 

protesters gathered on 

Capitol Square in Madison 

Saturday as part of a 

“National Day of 

Action.”  Participants were 

speaking out against U-S 

airstrikes overseas.  The 

activists say they want to 

end the war in Iran and 

want to bring all American 

troops home from the 

Middle East.  Organizers 



said the airstrike last week 

which killed an Iranian 

general was a “heinous 

crime.”  President Trump 

said General Qasem (SOH 

luh MON ee) was planning 

future attacks on 

Americans. 

Four Wisconsin 

congressional Republicans 

have signed onto a legal 

brief asking the U.S. 

Supreme Court to consider 

overturning Roe versus 

Wade, the 1973 decision 

guaranteeing women the 

right to access abortion.  
 

  
Merrill school board has a 
listening session tonight News 1/7/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Merrill School Board has 

a listening session tonight at 

the high school about plans 

to consolidate the district, 

bringing outlying students 

into the city in a cost saving 

measure.  The Governance 

Council of the Maple Grove 

Charter School, slated for 

closure, will also be there 

with a resolution to leave 

Merrill and join the Athens 



district.  That group met last 

night and officials say the 

move to detach will meet 

the goals of both the district 

and the rural school.  No 

final plans have been 

made about the change. 

 

The 17-year old accused of 

making a bomb threat at 

Stevens Point Area Senior 

High School last month was 

in court yesterday.  Keenan 

Alderman faces multiple 

charges including making 

terrorist threats and bail 

jumping.  He’s jailed on a 

$25,000 cash bond and 

back in court the 21st.   

 

A 35-year old Merrill Man 

will be sentenced in March 

after pleading no contest 

to drug charges.  Justin 

Zastrow had cases pending 

in Marathon and Vilas 

Counties and had those 

charges consolidated in the 

Lincoln County case.  He 



was convicted on charges 

of manufacturing or 

producing 

methamphetamine and 

possession with intent to 

deliver.   He was arrested 

after a traffic stop in July of 

2018 where deputies 

discovered the drug. 

 

A day in advance of 

President Trump’s stop in 

Milwaukee next week, his 

daughter in law will host a 

rally in Wausau.  Lara Trump 

will make a campaign stop 

Monday night at the Hilton 

Garden Inn.   

 

And Wisconsin Badgers 

tailback Jonathon Taylor 

and wide receiver Quintez 

Cephus declared for the 

NFL draft. 
 

  
Flu cases across the state 
keeping hospitals and clinics 
busy News 1/7/20  12p,5p 1:30 

 Rapidly-escalating 

numbers of flu cases are 

keeping Wisconsin hospitals 

and clinics very busy as the 

new year begins.  



Children’s Wisconsin in 

Wauwatosa reports its 

emergency department set 

a new record for visits 

during December.  Final 

numbers aren’t in, but it’s 

estimated around 85-

hundred – a figure 20 

percent higher than any 

month in the past.  Doctors 

say that hospital had about 

50 confirmed cases of flu by 

this date last year.  This time 

it's closing in on one-

thousand.  At Aurora’s 

urgent care clinic in Racine 

wait times were reported 

reaching five-and-a-half 

hours yesterday due to 

patient volume.  And there 

are now temporary visitor 

restrictions in place at the 

Marshfield Medical Center 

Birth Center.  According to 

Marshfield Clinic staff, all 

visitors need to be at least 

18 years old and free of 

illness. 

Three Republicans in the 



Wisconsin Senate are 

backing a proposal to 

require state and local 

governments to write all 

documents in English.  

Senators Andre Jacque, 

Dave Craig and Steve Nass 

are seeking co-sponsors for 

their bill which would make 

English the state’s official 

language.  The three say 

English proficiency is vital to 

American society – and 

immigrants who can speak 

it have a better chance of 

succeeding.  The same 

legislation went nowhere 

seven years ago. 

Florence County was the 

first in the state to become 

a second amendment 

sanctuary county.  Brown 

County could be next.  A 

lively executive committee 

meeting last night came up 

with a proposal reinforcing 

the county’s support for 

citizen’s rights to bear arms 

that goes to the county 



board next week.   
 

  
New seats to had on 
Rhinelander City Council News 1/8/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s city council 

will be shaken up come 

spring as several seats will 

be filled by new members.  

District 7 alderman Steve 

Sauer already announced 

he wasn’t running again 

and as the filing deadline 

yesterday passed, two 

other members failed to 

have paperwork into the 

clerk’s office.  Council 

president George Kirby in 

District 1 and Dawn Rog in 

District five will not be on 

the ballot.  Downtown 

businessman Tom Barnett is 

running unopposed for 

Kirby’s seat while three are 

now going after Rog’s 

position.  Retired attorney 

Gerald Anderson, Asst 

Veteran’s Service Officer 

Jason Dailey and high 

school teacher Wil Losch 

will vie for the opening.  Lee 

Emmer in District three was 

appointed last year and 



he’s facing opposition from 

Carrie Mikalauski.  There’s a 

race for Sauer’s seat with 

marketing professional 

Eileen Daniel taking on 

former alderman Bill 

Freudenberg.  The primary 

will be February 5th with the 

general election come 

April. 

 

If the Maple Grove Charter 

School in Merrill leaves that 

district, it leaves a $650,000 

impact on the budget.  

That number came up at 

the school board’s listening 

session last night.  The 

board is looking to 

consolidate the district by 

closing the school to save 

money. 

 

Totals are in for the 

Salvation Army’s Red Kettle 

campaign and while the 

numbers didn’t meet the 

goals, the support will go a 

long way.  In Rhinelander 



that target was $55,000, 

with $42,278 collected.  In 

Minocqua just over $28,700 

came in with a goal of 

$40,000.  From every dollar 

collected, 86-cents stays 

local with the remainder 

helping fund state and 

national relief efforts.   
 

  
State Supreme Court to 
decide on voter purge News 1/8/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 It will be up to the 

Wisconsin Supreme Court to 

decide whether 234-

thousands registered voters 

will have their names 

purged from the voter rolls 

before this year’s elections.  

The Wisconsin Court of 

Appeals declined to take 

on the case Tuesday.  A 

judge in Ozaukee County 

ordered the names to be 

removed last month.  In 

many cases, registered 

voters have moved, but 

failed to update their 

addresses.  Another judge is 

set to decide next week 

whether to hold the 

Wisconsin Election 



Commission in contempt 

because it is following last 

month’s ruling. 

Donald Trump’s name will 

be the only Republican on 

Wisconsin’s primary ballot 

this spring.  A committee of 

Republicans and 

Democrats met with state 

election officials Tuesday to 

decide which candidates 

will be listed for the April 

7th vote.  Democrats went 

the other direction, 

submitting 14 candidates.  

Former Illinois Congressman 

Joe Walsh won’t be on the 

primary ballot as a 

presidential candidate and 

he calls the move by his 

party un-American.  

Wisconsin Republican Party 

Chairman Andrew Hitt says 

Walsh and former 

Massachusetts Governor Bill 

Weld aren’t on the ballot in 

several other states either. 

The National Guard 

Bureau’s Office of Complex 



Investigations will look into 

complaints about the way 

sexual assault allegations 

were handled in Wisconsin.  

U-S Senator Tammy Baldwin 

and Governor Tony Evers 

requested the review of the 

way Adjutant General 

Donald Dunbar’s 

command dealt with those 

problems.  A master 

sergeant had said at least 

six sexual misconduct 

complaints were “brushed 

off” during 2018.  A Guard 

inspector general has 

launched a separate 

investigation of Dunbar’s 

actions before he resigned. 
 

  
Water quality a big issue 
across the state News 1/9/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Water quality is a big issue 

across the state and to that 

end, the Speaker’s Task 

Force on Water Quality 

released its 

recommendations 

yesterday, creating a 

bipartisan package of 13 

bills to invest $10-million 

toward improving water 



initiatives.  The measures will 

not raise taxes or take 

funding from other 

departments and programs 

as funds were allocated in 

the budget.  Among the 

recommendations, creating 

a new water policy office, 

increase funding for county 

conservation workers and 

increase grant availability 

for well reconstruction or 

replacement. 

A DC Everest Middle School 

teacher accused of 

sexually assaulting a girl 

faces additional charges.  

56-year old Peter Schmidt, 

who’s been on leave, is 

now charged with 

threatening a law 

enforcement officer, 

violating conditions of his 

bond.  He’s accused of 

assaulting a young girl he 

met via social media in 

2018.  He’s in court next 

month. 

Revisions in the House of 



Representatives are said to 

be why U-S Senator Tammy 

Baldwin changed her mind 

and decided to vote for the 

new U-S-Mexico-Canada 

trade agreement.  The 

Wisconsin Democrat says 

the deal now increases 

access to Mexican markets 

for this state’s dairy farmers.  

Baldwin had been against 

the previous agreement –

 NAFTA– saying it cost 

Wisconsin jobs.   

A winter weather advisory is 

in effect for the northern 

half of the state through 

9:00 tonight.  Temperatures 

will again climb above 

normal and a weak system 

could produce a mix of 

rain, freezing rain and light 

snow.  Around an inch of 

new snow is expected but 

the icing will create 

hazardous travel conditions.  

Temperatures return back 

to average by the 

weekend. 
 



  
Wausau woman to find out 
about her charges in a fatal 
UTV crash News 1/9/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 A fatal UTV crash in the 

Town of Nokomis in August 

of 2018 had a 49-year old 

Wausau woman facing 

numerous charges.  Brenda 

Reiche, who’s been free on 

a $100,000 signature bond, 

finds out today if she’s 

going to trial.  Two of those 

charges are felonies for 

operating the machine 

while intoxicated and 

vehicular homicide.  

Investigators said the 

machine she was driving 

crashed, pinning one 

person beneath the UTV 

and injuring another.  Beer 

cans were found in the 

vehicle.   

A former DNR official will 

head the U-S Environmental 

Protection Agency Region 5 

office in Chicago.  Kurt 

Thiede will oversee E-P-A 

operations in Illinois, 

Indiana, Michigan, 

Minnesota, Ohio and 

Wisconsin.  He succeeds 



Cathy Stepp, who is 

resigning.  Stepp is a former 

secretary of the D-N-R – 

and Thiede was her chief of 

staff.  He was with the 

Wisconsin state agency for 

18 years, serving as an 

assistant secretary from 

2015-to-2017. 

Last year the Rhinelander 

Community Foundation 

awarded over $22,000 to 11 

local, non-profit 

organizations in support of 

their work.  The organization 

is again seeking grant 

applications from qualified 

groups serving the area.  

The funds are made 

possible through the 

Rhinelander Community 

Permanent Endowment 

fund as well as area donors.  

Applications are evaluated 

on six factors, including 

mission, impact, visibility, 

population served, need 

and financial 

management.  Information 



and applications are 

available on the 

community foundation 

website.   

Mead elementary charter 

school in Wisconsin Rapids 

was evacuated this 

morning until the source of 

smoke was found.  A wall 

heater is blamed with 

students and staff returning 

a short time later. 
 

  
Authorities in Vilas Co. 
looking for suspects who 
took off in a high speed 
chase News 1/10/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Authorities in Vilas County 

are still looking for a couple 

who took off following an 

attempted traffic stop.  21-

year old Kelsi Tappa and 

28-year old Raymond 

Zortman, Jr, both of Eagle 

River evaded sheriff’s 

deputies at speeds over 100 

mph.  The road conditions 

forced officers to suspend 

the chase.  They’re driving 

a blue Chrysler Pacifica 

with a Wisconsin plate, 

ACY3227.  You’re asked to 

notify authorities if they’re 

spotted.  



 

The flu has already hit the 

country hard and Wisconsin 

in particular.  The Center for 

Disease Control and 

Prevention has the state in 

a high category after a 

dramatic increase in cases.  

Hospitals have reported 

thousands of cases and 

several deaths.  

Immunizations won’t totally 

prevent the flu but if people 

do get sick, it’s much less 

severe. 

 

A race not only watched 

by Wisconsin but 

Washington as well is in the 

7th Congressional District.  

The Great Lakes Timber 

Professionals yesterday 

endorsed Republican State 

Senator Tom Tiffany in his 

bid for the seat, vacated by 

Sean Duffy, who also 

supports him along with 

former Governor Scott 

Walker.  His primary 



opponent, former Ron 

Johnson staffer and 

combat veteran Jason 

Church won an 

endorsement from another 

out-of-state congressman.  

Both men support the 

Trump administration’s 

airstrikes on Iran.  

Democratic candidate and 

Wausau School Board 

President Tricia Zunker 

doesn’t, saying while she 

supports the troops, any 

action that puts them in 

jeopardy should be 

avoided.  She called the 

attack “reckless”.  

Businessman and Vietnam 

Vet Lawrence Dale is also 

running as a Democrat.  

Congress last night voted to 

restrain the President’s use 

of military action.   
 

  
Gov. Evers sends letter to 
legislature leaders News 1/10/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 Governor Tony Evers credits 

his education background, 

for a letter he sent to 

legislative leaders on 

Thursday. “Teacher turned 



governor, I thought it would 

be appropriate to assign 

the legislature some 

homework before 

adjourning this spring,” Evers 

said during a stop in 

Wausau.  “The people of 

Wisconsin deserve to have 

elected officials who show 

up and get things done, so 

I’m also asking the 

Legislature stay in session as 

long as is necessary to 

accomplish these important 

priorities,” said a press 

release from Evers’ office 

which announced the 

homework assignment.  If 

Senate Majority Leader 

Scott Fitzgerald’s reaction is 

any example, it didn’t go 

over well. In a tweet, 

Fitzgerald referred to Evers’ 

letter as “condescending” 

and “ridiculous.” 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Public Instruction isn’t 

going to permit the 



dissolution of the Palmyra-

Eagle School District.  The 

failure of a referendum last 

year led district officials to 

say they didn’t have 

enough money to continue 

operating.  The state’s 

School District Boundary 

Appeal Board voted six-to-

one to deny the dissolution.  

Forming a charter school 

and fundraising are two 

possible strategies. 

 

Two decades in the 

Wisconsin Legislature is 

going to be enough for 

Democratic State Senator 

Dave Hansen.  He 

announced Thursday his 

plans to retire when his 

current term ends in 

January.  The decision gives 

the Republican Party – 

already in control with a 19-

to-14 edge – a chance to 

pick up a seat in the 

Wisconsin Senate.  Hansen 

has represented the 



heavily-Republican district 

for years.  The 72-year-old 

politician says he is certain 

he would have won a re-

election bid. 
 

  
Rhinelander’s Common 
Council meets News 1/13/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s Common 

Council meets for the first 

time in the new year, 

bringing several unresolved 

issues along.  Creation of an 

ethics board will get 

another public hearing, the 

council will take action on 

the conditional use permits 

and site plans for the new 

Hodag Sports Complex at 

the high school, postpone 

any further action on the 

collection of room taxes to 

allow time for more 

discussion with the 

Rhinelander Tourism 

Marketing Committee, 

review a submission by 

outgoing alderperson Dawn 

Rog to pay $1800 in legal 

expenses stemming from 

incidents in which she was 

involved and move to 



closed session to again 

evaluate the performance 

of City Administrator Daniel 

Guild and confer with legal 

counsel about the rules 

related to releasing 

attorney-client privilege 

materials.   

Merrill’s city council 

tomorrow will consider a 

resolution, declaring itself a 

Second Amendment 

sanctuary city.  Florence 

County approved such a 

measure last year and 

Brown County is debating it 

now.  The designation, 

according to supporters 

would be an economic 

benefit to the city and 

protect the rights of citizens 

to keep and bear arms.  It 

would also support the 

Merrill Police department to 

exercise sound discretion to 

not enforce against any 

citizen any unconstitutional 

firearms laws. 

President Trump will make a 



campaign stop in 

Milwaukee tomorrow night, 

but not before his daughter 

in law Lara Trump stops in 

Wausau later today.  

Governor Tony Evers said he 

welcomes any president no 

matter who or from what 

party.   

And the Packers are 

headed to NFC 

championship against the 

49ers after a 28-23 win over 

Seattle.   

 

  
Merrill man falls victim to 
scam News 1/13/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 A 70-year old Merrill man 

fell victim to a new scam 

last week.  He responded to 

a Facebook ad applying 

for a grant in the amount of 

a million dollars through 

AARP.  He was instructed to 

go to Walmart and buy 

$3000 in gift cards for a 

processing fee, which he 

did.  He was then advised 

to send another $1500 for a 

delivery fee.  The victim 



deleted his Facebook 

account however the 

scammers already had his 

information and opened a 

false account in his name 

and started asking family 

and friends for money.   

City officials in Eau Claire 

and Green Bay are still 

waiting on payments from 

the political campaigns of 

Hillary Clinton and Donald 

Trump.  Two Wisconsin 

lawmakers today are 

introducing the “Recovery 

of Unsettled Municipal 

Payments” act.  The bill 

would basically mean 

campaigns with 

outstanding bills wouldn’t 

get a permit for another 

event until they paid their 

debts.  The Clinton 

campaign owes more than 

12-thousand dollars from a 

2016 visit to Eau Claire and 

another 12-thousand dollars 

to Green Bay.  The Trump 

campaign owes 47-



thousand dollars to Eau 

Claire and 94-hundred 

dollars to Green Bay. 

The official announcement 

of a Donald Trump rally to 

be held at Panther Arena in 

Milwaukee tomorrow set 

social media on fire.  Many 

people criticizing the 

University of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee termed it a 

“hate rally.”  Chancellor 

Mark Mone pointed out 

that the school doesn’t own 

the arena, nor does it 

schedule events there.  

Mone points out that 

Panther Arena has a history 

of hosting visits by 

presidential candidates. 
 

  
Man killed in snowmobile 
accident News 1/14/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A 56-year old Bryant man 

died yesterday following a 

weekend snowmobile 

accident.  The crash 

happened Saturday night 

near the Town of Price in 

Langlade County.  He was 

flown from Antigo to 

Wausau where he died 



from his injuries.  The name 

has not yet been officially 

released.  

The Town of St. Germain is 

the latest to join a growing 

list of communities and 

counties looking at 

becoming a Second 

Amendment Sanctuary.  

Meeting last night the 

Board discussed the matter 

at length, with one attempt 

to table it failing.  Ultimately 

they decided to bring it to 

referendum in April with a 

decision expected in May.      

A string of burglaries has 

Price County authorities 

asking for help.  Phillips 

Police released a photo of 

a suspect after a forced 

entry into a building early 

yesterday morning where 

he was confronted and 

took off.  Similar break-ins 

were reported to storage 

and out buildings.  Any 

information can be shared 

with Phillips Police.   



More than 200,000 names 

will be removed from the 

state’s voter rolls following a 

judge’s decision yesterday.  

Judge Paul Malloy said the 

court will penalize the 

Wisconsin Election 

commission hundreds of 

dollars for each day it isn’t 

done.  The matter is in 

appeal but Malloy said they 

can’t wait for that and to 

follow the order.  The case is 

being monitored by 

Washington as Wisconsin is 

a battleground state that 

President Trump won by 

fewer than 23,000 votes.  

Democrats say the purge 

will unfairly affect their 

votes.  Republicans 

maintain removing the 

names would ensure the 

rolls are not full of people 

who shouldn’t be voting.   
 

  
Toyota recalling cars in the 
US due to faulty fuel pumps News 1/14/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 Toyota is recalling nearly 

700,000 vehicles in the U.S. 

because the fuel pumps 

can fail and cause engines 



to stall.  The recall covers 

certain 2018 and 2019 Lexus 

models plus certain 2018 

and 2019 Toyota 4Runner, 

Camry, Highlander, Land 

Cruiser, Sequoia, Sienna, 

Tacoma, and Tundra 

models.  Some 2019 models 

also are affected including 

the Avalon and Corolla.  

Toyota is still developing 

repairs and owners will be 

notified by mail in mid-

March. 

Republicans in the 

Wisconsin Assembly are 

going to try to override a 

governor’s veto – a political 

process which hasn’t been 

pulled off in this state in 35 

years.  Governor Tony Evers 

vetoed a bill making it 

easier to become a nursing 

aide.  The legislation would 

have reduced the required 

training from 120 hours to 75 

– the same as the federal 

minimum.  Governor Evers 

said he objects to reducing 



the training for people who 

care for the state’s most 

vulnerable citizens. 

A man who taunted a 

Shawano County sheriff's 

deputy didn’t get far 

before his vehicle got stuck 

on a logging road early 

Monday morning.  The 

driver’s name hasn’t been 

released.  He was pulled 

over after going through a 

four-way stop without 

stopping.  When the deputy 

ordered him out of the 

vehicle for a field sobriety 

test, the driver said, “See 

yah,” and took off.  He is 

being charged with 

operating while intoxicated, 

first offense, failure to stop 

at a stop sign, and felony 

fleeing. 

Hazardous travel conditions 

are possible again 

tomorrow through the day 

with 2-4 inches of new snow 

expected. 
 

  News 1/15/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30  Merrill is now a 2nd 



Merrill a sanctuary city 
 

Amendment Sanctuary 

City.  It wasn’t a unanimous 

decision with a 6-2 vote.  

The designation simply 

means state or federal gun 

laws believed to infringe on 

someone’s second 

amendment right to bear 

arms will not be 

acknowledged.  While it is 

largely symbolic Merrill, like 

Florence County, which 

was the first in the state to 

adopt it, hopes Madison will 

notice.  St. Germain and 

Green Bay are both 

discussing the measure. 

 

After years of partnering in 

athletics, the Three Lakes 

and Phelps school districts 

are entering into a first of its 

kind academic co-op in the 

state.  The so-called 

blended learning is a formal 

education program where 

students learn both in 

school and online, sharing 

staff and curriculum.  A pilot 



class begins this year in 

chemistry.   

 

President Donald Trump 

rallied thousands of 

Wisconsin supporters in 

Milwaukee last night and 

defended his decision to 

take out Iranian general 

Qassem Solemani in a 

bombing raid, whom he 

labeled the world’s top 

terrorist.  Democrats 

decried the move saying it 

made the country less safe 

and it came up in strongly 

in their candidate debate 

last night as Democratic 

voters try to decide who 

the best one is to take on 

Trump.  The President 

accused Democrats of 

wasting America’s time with 

demented hoaxes and 

witch hunts while they’re 

creating jobs and killing 

terrorists.  The House votes 

today to send its articles of 

impeachment to the 



Senate.  Republicans hold 

the majority there and there 

are nowhere near the 67 

votes needed for Trump’s 

removal.  The primary in 

Wisconsin is April 7th.  
 

  
Rhinelander man implicated 
in assault News 1/15/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 DNR evidence from the 

victim was used to 

implicate a 22-year old 

Rhinelander man of assault.  

Isaiah Moren was charged 

with physical and sexual 

assault of an elderly woman 

in June of 2018.  In Oneida 

county court yesterday he 

pleaded no contest to 

amended charges down to 

second degree sexual 

assault and reckless injury, 

both felonies.  Several other 

charges were dropped.  

Sentencing is in March. 

The District Three State 

Court of Appeals in Wausau 

denied a convicted killer’s 

request for a new trial.  The 

panel upheld the 

conviction of Alejandro 

Silva for fatally shooting 



another man outside a bar 

in the Town of Oneida in 

August 2013.  Silva’s 

attorney argued there was 

juror misconduct and a 

reversible error in the 

instructions given that jury.  

He had claimed he fired in 

self-defense. 

Governor Tony Evers and 

senior leaders with the 

Wisconsin Army National 

Guard will be part of the 

send-off for an engineering 

detachment tomorrow.  The 

Milwaukee-headquartered 

924th Engineer Facilities 

Detachment is going to 

Kuwait.  About 15 soldiers 

will be deployed for a year.  

The 10:00 A-M ceremony 

will be held at the Wisconsin 

Department of Military 

Affairs Joint Force 

Headquarters in Madison. 

The Department of 

Transportation hosts a 

public meeting tonight on 

proposed construction on 



Hwy 47, stretching from 

Killdeer Road outside Lake 

Tomahawk north to the 

Vilas County Line.  The 

project is slated for 2022 

and includes new 

pavement, replacing beam 

guards and culverts with 

new curb and gutter 

through Lake Tom and 

Woodruff.  The meeting is at 

the Woodruff Town Hall. 
 

  
Winter storm coming into the 
area News 1/16/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Another winter storm has its 

sights set on northern 

Wisconsin going into the 

weekend.  Watches are 

already posted through 

8:00 Saturday night for the 

northwest corner of the 

state including Bayfield, 

Burnett, Douglas, Price, 

Sawyer and Washburn 

counties.  Wind chills to 40-

below and up to 10” of 

snow are expected.  In the 

Rhinelander area 4-6 inches 

is forecast with up to 8-

inches in the Wausau area.   

A fire in Merrill in December 



claimed a life.  The fire 

department there is still 

investigating the blaze in 

the early morning hours of 

the 20th at a home on 

Schulz Spur Drive.  Two men 

were treated for burns and 

yesterday, a 48-year old 

woman died from her 

injuries.  Five people were 

inside.  Officials, because of 

the investigation, have not 

released any names.   

The latest Marquette 

University Law School poll 

shows President Donald 

Trump with strong support in 

Wisconsin.  The poll, 

released yesterday, shows 

more respondents against 

removing him from office 

than those who do.  He 

garnered high marks on the 

economy and low numbers 

on foreign policy.  Voters 

were split over whether 

Trump is doing a good job.  

Among Democratic 

candidates for the job, Joe 



Biden holds the lead with 

23% support with Senator 

Bernie Sanders next at 19%.   

Zones 3 and 4 of the Lincoln 

County snowmobile trail 

system open this morning at 

8:00.  A portion of zone 1 is 

already open with the 

exception of a section 

south of Hwy 86 along 

corridor 19 and corridor 17 

south of the Park and Ride.  

Expect early season 

 
Oneida Co. looking at 
adopting 2

nd
 amendment 

sanctuary status News 1/16/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Oneida County is the latest 

to join local units of 

government, cities and 

counties talking about 

adopting 2nd Amendment 

Sanctuary status.  The issue 

was discussed this morning 

by the Public Safety 

Committee.  Merrill just 

approved it this week and 

several others are talking 

about it.  While largely 

symbolic the designation 

means that state or federal 

gun laws believed to 

infringe on someone’s 2nd 



amendment right to bear 

arms will not be 

acknowledged.   The move 

is designed to have state 

lawmakers in Madison take 

notice.   

The Howard Young Medical 

Center in Woodruff 

reached an agreement to 

transition labor and delivery 

services to the Marshfield 

Clinic.  The decision 

between the two health 

care providers was made, 

according to officials, in the 

best interest of the 

community.  The collective 

staffs will work together 

through April.  The new 

Marshfield Clinic Medical 

Center-Minocqua, opening 

later this year, will offer four 

private rooms for labor and 

delivery and a dedicated 

C-Section room for planned 

or urgent deliveries.   

As we’ve been reporting, 

the rural Maple Grove 

Charter School in Merrill was 



slated for closing as the 

district consolidates to save 

money.  The governing 

council of the school voted 

to leave the district and join 

the Athens district.  In a 

meeting last night there 

was still no decision on the 

future but contract issues 

were brought up.  

Administrators were not 

specific but said there are 

some default areas at the 

school that needed to be 

addressed.  What effect 

they’d have on the 

potential change isn’t 

known but Maple Grove 

has until April first to correct 

them.  
 

 
One person dead following 
shooting in Wausau News 1/17/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

One person is dead 

following an officer 

involved shooting in 

Wausau last night.  

Marathon County Sheriff’s 

deputies and Police 

responded to what they 

termed an active situation 

around N 12th Avenue and 



Arctic Lane, near the Urban 

Lane Apartments.  More 

information about the 

incident is expected today. 

A plea deal could be in the 

works for a Wausau man 

charged with shooting a 

friend.  35-year old Eric 

Moen is held on a million 

dollar cash bond, charged 

with first degree intentional 

homicide after shooting 52-

year old Charles Ramp five 

times with a shotgun, in 

November of 2017 at his 

home in Tomahawk.  A plea 

hearing is set for May 26th in 

Lincoln County Court. 

A Winter Storm Warning is in 

effect through Saturday for 

the counties in the NW 

corner of the state.  

Dangerous wind chills and 

up to 10-inches of new 

snow is expected with 

blowing and drifting 

creating hazardous travel 

conditions.   The rest of the 



north has a winter weather 

advisory stretching down to 

Winnebago County for 

upward of 7-inches and 

gusty winds.  The system is 

expected to move in later 

this afternoon.   

If you’ve never tried ice 

fishing, this would be the 

weekend as the DNR 

designated it a free fishing 

weekend where no license 

is needed including great 

lakes salmon and trout 

stamps or inland waters 

trout stamps.  Fishing rules 

such as size limits and what 

fish can be kept still apply.   

The track is in excellent 

condition for this weekend’s 

running of Eagle River’s 

World Championship 

Snowmobile Derby. 

 

 
Falling ice creates problem 
for one state city News 1/17/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Falling ice created a 

dangerous situation in 

Shorewood Thursday 

morning, leading police to 



close a street to traffic.  

Some of the pieces of ice 

were said to be an inch 

thick.  Police say they 

damaged cars, broke a 

window in an apartment 

building and exploded as 

they hit the ground.  The ice 

was falling hundreds of feet 

to the ground from a 

television transmission tower 

in Estabrook Park.  There 

were no reports of any 

injuries.  North Wilson Drive 

was closed for about seven 

hours. 

Five days after the state 

rejected plans for the 

dissolution of the Palmyra-

Eagle School District, three 

of the seven members on 

the school board have 

submitted resignations. 

 Board president Scott Hoff, 

vice president Tara Bollman 

and clerk Carrie Ollis made 

it official at the end of 

Tuesday’s regular meeting.  

Hoff says one of the reasons 



he is stepping down is the 

announcement that a 

member of a citizens group 

will give 100-thousand 

dollars in matching 

donations to the district if 

the board members would 

give up their seats.  Three 

replacements will be 

appointed in the next 60 

days. 

The ice oval is in perfect 

shape as the world 

champions snowmobile 

derby runs this weekend in 

Eagle River.  And for one 

racer, 2020 will be his final 

run.  Two-time champion 

Nick Van Strydonk of 

Tomahawk was four years 

old when he started in the 

sport.  Now 29 he’s 

announced he’ll step down 

but will raffle off a custom 

racing suit to benefit the 

Never Forgotten Honor 

Flight for veterans and other 

local causes for vets.   
 

Snowmobile accident claims News 1/20/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 A snowmobile accident 



life in Iron Co.  
 

early yesterday morning 

claimed a life in Iron 

County.  The Sheriff’s 

Department reported the 

accident shortly before 

2am near Hurley.  The 

operator, a 47-year old 

female died at the hospital 

in Ironwood.  Another driver 

sustained a broken wrist in 

another crash, this one near 

Three Lakes yesterday 

about 11:15.  No other 

information was available. 

 

Investigators with the 

Wisconsin Department of 

Justice say the suspect in 

an officer-involved shooting 

last week in Wausau fired at 

officers first.  The suspect 

was allegedly trying to steal 

a car when confronted.  He 

was killed as officers 

returned fire.  The incident 

happened in the area of 

Arctic Land and North 12th 

Avenue on Thursday.   

 



Another casualty of the 

poor ice conditions as the 

annual Hiller Radar Runs in 

St. Germain have been 

cancelled.  Scheduled for 

February first, organizers 

have been watching the 

west bay of Little St. 

Germain Lake and 

determined the ice is not 

safe enough to literally hold 

up the event, which draws 

thousands to the annual 

fund raiser supporting area 

fire and rescue units and 

the Pink Ribbon Riders 

fight against breast 

cancer with their 

famous bikini runs.  All 

donations will be held 

for next year’s event. 
 

The Packers were whipped 

by San Francisco last night 

37-20, with the 49ers now 

facing Kansas City in Super 

Bowl.  And Minnesota’s 

Blaine Stevenson becomes 



the first racer in the 57 year 

history of Eagle River’s 

World Championship 

Snowmobile Derby to win 

three straight races.  

Tomahawk’s Nick Van 

Strydonk, running his final 

race before retiring, took 

second.   
 

 
Local radar runs cancelled News 1/20/20 12p,5p 1:30 

As we reported earlier, poor 

ice conditions forced the 

cancellation of the annual 

Hiller St. Germain Radar 

Runs at the end of the 

month.  Many waters are 

still not marked for 

snowmobile traffic, 

evidenced by what 

happened yesterday on 

Houghton Lake in Northern 

Michigan.  Three 

snowmobiles and a truck 

went in.  Just before 1:00 a 

machine went into the east 

bay of the lake.  The 

operator was not injured.  

About two hours later two 

more sleds went through 

about 1000 feet south of 



the first incident.  A truck 

then went in a short time 

later.  No information was 

released about the last 

three drivers. 

Tomahawk and Nokomis 

fire departments responded 

to a structure fire this 

morning in the Town of 

Skanawan.  A garage on 

Grundy road was 

destroyed.  The call came 

in just after midnight. 

A 34-year old Wausau man 

was arrested after Lincoln 

County deputies were 

called to a disturbance in 

the Town of Scott.  The 911 

came in just before 4:00.  

Pending charges include 

battery, disorderly conduct 

and probation violations.   

Voters in the Lakeland 

Union High School district 

will see a referendum 

asking for $3.45-million to 

cover operating costs, 



improve student 

educational needs and 

facility maintenance.  Like 

many rural districts the 

referendum is necessary 

due to funding formulas 

from the state that don’t 

keep up with actual costs.  

Six community meetings will 

be held beginning January 

30 at various locations 

throughout the massive 

district in Minocqua, Lac du 

Flambeau, Manitowish 

Waters and other locations.  

More information is 

available on district’s 

website or by calling the 

high school. 

 

 
Four people die in house fire News 1/21/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Authorities in Oconto have 

released the names of four 

people who died in a house 

fire last Friday.  Firefighters 

say the house was engulfed 

in flames when they arrived 

just before 3:00 A-M.  Killed 

were 35-year-old Katherine 

DeCoursin and her three 



children, 15-year-old Jeri 

Schroeder, 13-year-old 

Dalton Schroeder and 11-

year-old Nicholas 

DeCoursin Junior.  Experts 

are still investigating the 

cause. 

The Eau Claire County 

Board considers a resolution 

today supporting a bill in 

the Wisconsin Assembly.  It 

would require horse-drawn 

vehicles to register just like 

any other vehicle in the 

state.  The fee wouldn’t 

exceed 100 dollars and half 

of the money would be 

returned to the town where 

the owner lives.  The rest of 

the money would be used 

for road repairs. 

The Midwest Renewable 

Energy Association says its 

Solar on Schools program 

will help 100 Wisconsin 

schools go solar.  The soft 

launch announced 

yesterday involves six 

schools in Madison, Merton 



and Eau Claire.  

Applications for the 

program are being 

accepted now.  It includes 

a grant of up to 20-

thousand dollars, an online 

resource center and 

technical assistance.  The 

Merton Community School 

District anticipates savings 

of more than 70-thousand 

dollars from the system. 

The every-five-years federal 

agriculture census finds only 

California has more organic 

farms than Wisconsin.  A 

spokesperson for the 

Midwest Organic and 

Sustainable Education 

Service says the Badger 

State offers unique 

opportunities for growers 

who want to go organic.  

There are one-thousand-276 

organic operations in the 

state.  The census also 

shows we’re number-one in 

cheese production, corn for 

silage, cranberry and snap 



bean production.   
 

 
Authorities release names in 
house fire deaths News 1/21/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Authorities in Oconto have 

released the names of four 

people who died in a house 

fire last Friday.  Firefighters 

say the house was engulfed 

in flames when they arrived 

just before 3:00 A-M.  Killed 

were 35-year-old Katherine 

DeCoursin and her three 

children, 15-year-old Jeri 

Schroeder, 13-year-old 

Dalton Schroeder and 11-

year-old Nicholas 

DeCoursin Junior.  Experts 

are still investigating the 

cause. 

The Eau Claire County 

Board considers a resolution 

today supporting a bill in 

the Wisconsin Assembly.  It 

would require horse-drawn 

vehicles to register just like 

any other vehicle in the 

state.  The fee wouldn’t 

exceed 100 dollars and half 

of the money would be 

returned to the town where 

the owner lives.  The rest of 



the money would be used 

for road repairs. 

The Midwest Renewable 

Energy Association says its 

Solar on Schools program 

will help 100 Wisconsin 

schools go solar.  The soft 

launch announced 

yesterday involves six 

schools in Madison, Merton 

and Eau Claire.  

Applications for the 

program are being 

accepted now.  It includes 

a grant of up to 20-

thousand dollars, an online 

resource center and 

technical assistance.  The 

Merton Community School 

District anticipates savings 

of more than 70-thousand 

dollars from the system. 

The every-five-years federal 

agriculture census finds only 

California has more organic 

farms than Wisconsin.  A 

spokesperson for the 

Midwest Organic and 

Sustainable Education 



Service says the Badger 

State offers unique 

opportunities for growers 

who want to go organic.  

There are one-thousand-276 

organic operations in the 

state.  The census also 

shows we’re number-one in 

cheese production, corn for 

silage, cranberry and snap 

bean production.   
 

 
Growing number of cities 
and counties looking for 2

nd
 

amendment sanctuary status News 1/22/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A growing number of local 

and county governments 

are considering resolutions, 

declaring themselves a 2nd 

Amendment Sanctuary.  

Oneida and Langlade 

Counties are among them, 

the city of Merrill adopted it 

last week and last night it 

was considered by the full 

Lincoln County Board.  A 

13-9 vote sent the proposal 

back to the administrative 

and legislative committee.  

A majority vote is needed 

for passage.  St. Germain’s 

town board will be sending 

their resolution to 



referendum this spring while 

Brown County discusses it 

tonight. 

 

State Parks in Wisconsin will 

begin posting signs drawing 

awareness to the dangers 

of tick bites.  Governor Tony 

Evers signs a couple new 

bills yesterday dealing with 

the insects and the lyme 

disease that comes with 

them.  One measure 

requires the signs and also 

encourages people to 

check for ticks.  The other 

requires state parks to sell 

repellant so hikers can help 

prevent bites.   

 

The Governor meanwhile 

prepares to deliver his 

annual state of the state 

address tonight at the 

capitol.  An online post from 

his office states roads were 

improved, kids and schools 

were supported and access 

to health care expanded 



and they’re going to hit the 

ground running in 2020.    

 

The state has joined the 

Wisconsin Petroleum 

Marketers & Convenience 

Store Association in an 

effort to combat human 

trafficking.  The alliance will 

provide better education 

for employees to help 

detect and help trafficking 

victims.  There are more 

than 3000 locations across 

the state employing over 

50,000 people and officials 

say identification is the first 

step in stopping the 

problem. 
 

 
Man dies in snowmobile 
accident News 1/22/20 12p,5p 1:30 

The DNR says a 65-year-old 

snowmobile operator died 

after he lost control where a 

trail crosses Highway 151 

near Chilton.  Robert Hoerth 

of Chilton was ejected and 

suffered multiple injuries.  

The accident happened 

Sunday night.  Investigators 

say it appears Hoerth 



approached the trail 

crossing at a high rate of 

speed and went airborne 

over the pavement.   

A Kentucky-based 

restaurant franchise owner 

has been fined 157-

thousand dollars for 

violating child labor laws.  

Manna Incorporated 

operates Wendy’s and 

Fazoli’s restaurants in nine 

states, including Wisconsin.  

Federal inspectors found 

about 40 minors working.  

The company is accused of 

allowing 14-and-15-year-old 

employees to work outside 

of legally-approved hours 

and spend more hours on 

the job than allowed by 

law.   

Vice President Mike Pence 

is scheduled to visit Madison 

next week.  A news release 

from the White House 

indicates Pence will attend 

the Wisconsin School 

Choice Student Showcase 



Friday, the 28th.  He was just 

in Wisconsin last week to 

attend a rally for President 

Donald Trump in 

Milwaukee.  Pence also 

made several stops in the 

Badger State last year – the 

most recent one a visit to 

Marinette in November. 

The walleye moratorium on 

the Minocqua Chain of 

Lakes may get another 

year.  After population 

surveys found poor 

reproduction on the 

popular waters the state 

closed them to catch and 

release only for five years.  

That was five years ago and 

the season was to return this 

year but fisheries biologists, 

working with Indian tribes 

and other interests 

recommended another 

year to help ensure healthy 

fish.  The Natural Resources 

Board agrees.   
 

 
Four people in custody on 
Forest Co. following drug News 1/23/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Four people are in custody 

in Forest County following a 



bust search yesterday in 

Wabeno.  Deputies 

executed a search warrant 

at the home at 4120 

McGraw Street and turned 

up Fentanyl, heroin, 

cocaine, amphetamine pills 

and marijuana.  While 

being booked, more drugs 

were found on 31-year old 

Olivia Wagnitz.  Also 

arrested were 27-year old 

Leah Larock-Rosio, 39-year 

old Charles Gordon and 29-

year old Anndrea 

McGeshick.  All face a 

number of felony drug 

charges. 

Governor Tony Evers 

promised a fresh effort on 

bipartisan redistricting and 

is calling the legislature into 

special session to address 

the challenges facing rural 

Wisconsin.  Noting that the 

state is losing two dairy 

farms each day, Evers 

proposed a special session.  

On redrawing the state’s 



electoral maps, the 

democratic governor noted 

legislation to provide for 

non-partisan redistricting 

has consistently failed to 

advance in the legislature, 

so he’ll appoint a 

commission to do the job, 

which in recent decades 

has been undertaken by 

the legislature.   Assembly 

Majority Leader Jim Steinke 

reacted by saying while the 

governor was able to 

expand his view beyond 

just Madison and 

Milwaukee tonight, sadly a 

majority of his State of the 

State address touted 

priorities that speak only to 

liberal hubs,”. “After months 

of focusing on growing the 

size of government, 

expanding welfare, and 

largely ignoring the needs 

of rural communities, 

tonight’s speech was much 

more of the same.” 



Look for changes in Green 

Bay as coach Matt LaFleur 

said it was a lack of effort in 

their loss to San Francisco 

that cost them a super bowl 

trip. 

 

 
Sayner woman gets plea 
deal  News 1/23/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos says 

while the governor talks 

about bipartisanship, the 

Legislature actually delivers 

on it.  Governor Tony Evers 

made his second State of 

the State speech last night.  

Republican representative 

Rob Swearingen of 

Rhinelander said it’s 

unfortunate the governor 

continues to prioritize 

Madison and Milwaukee 

over the rest of the state.  

Vos points out 95 percent of 

the votes conducted last 

year got bipartisan support.  

He says his Republican 

Party will continue to block 

Evers’ “liberal agenda” and 



make sure Wisconsin moves 

forward without expanding 

welfare, overspending or 

over-taxing its citizens.       

Foxconn founder Terry Gou 

is being quoted as saying 

the tech giant’s factory in 

Mount Pleasant will be up 

and running later this year.  

Governor Evers has said he 

will withhold tax breaks until 

the original contract is 

renegotiated. 

A plea agreement was 

reached in the case of a 

Sayner woman who 

skimmed nearly $25,000 

from the gas station where 

she worked in Minocqua.  

49-year old Gina Ozelie got 

a 3-year suspended 

sentence in Oneida County 

court but will serve four 

months in jail.  She was 

accused of skimming cash 

from the station’s ATM 

deposits last year.   

 

Athletic facilities in the 



Tomahawk School District 

are getting a big upgrade 

from a local fundraising 

campaign.  District patrons 

approved an increase in 

the revenue limit three 

years ago – but then 

realized there wasn’t 

enough money to renovate 

the aging track and 

football field.  Proposed 

upgrades would cost two-

and-a-quarter million 

dollars, but private donors 

have already committed 

one-point-nine million.  

Renovations should be 

complete by September. 
 

 
Rhinelander Chamber 
celebrates 96 years of 
business News 1/24/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Communities and county 

governments in the North 

are leading the state in 

consideration of 2nd 

Amendment sanctuary 

resolutions.  Langlade 

County is the latest to take 

it up at their meeting 

Tuesday.  Merrill passed a 

resolution last week while 

Lincoln county supervisors 



sent the measure back to 

committee.  Florence 

County was the first in 

Wisconsin to approve the 

largely symbolic motion 

that supporters say 

challenges what are seen 

as threats to people’s rights 

to bear arms.  Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers 

introduced red flag gun 

legislation last fall that failed 

to gather any support in the 

Republican controlled 

legislature.  The town board 

of St. Germain is putting the 

question to voters in a 

referendum in April.   

 

A suspicious person trying to 

enter Mosinee High School 

yesterday prompted a 

lockdown.  Police say a 

man with a towel over his 

head attempted to get 

in…did not, and walked 

away.  During that time the 

school enacted a secure 

perimeter, keeping students 



and staff inside.  The 

individual was found a few 

hours late and there was no 

threat to the school or 

community.   

 

With a Roaring 20’s them 

the Rhinelander Chamber 

celebrated 96 years of 

service at their annual 

Banquet and Awards night.  

Nearly 250 attended to see 

Casa Mexicana chosen as 

the Retail business of the 

year.  Quality collision 

center, downtown 

Rhinelander, inc and Lights 

of the Northwoods were 

honored as well as Dave 

Heck as the male volunteer 

of the year and Erica Sauer 

as female volunteer.  

Executive director Lauren 

Sackett was also cited for 

her work with the inaugural 

Spirit of the Hodag award. 
 

 
One person hurt while 
another dies in Merrill fire News 1/27/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

One person was hurt and 

another perished from a fire 

in Merrill Saturday morning.  



Two people were in the 

home on the 1500 block of 

River Street about 10:00.  A 

37-year old man was 

trapped as firefighters 

attempted to rescue him 

and a woman escaped 

and was taken to Good 

Samaritan Hospital then 

flown to the UW-Madison 

Burn Center.  Her condition 

is not known.  Several 

departments responded 

and the cause is not yet 

known.  

Few details are available 

about a fatal snowmobile 

crash in Vilas County.  911 

Dispatch got the call of a 

machine hitting a tree 

shortly before 1:00 

yesterday morning in Arbor 

Vitae.  The operator, a 21-

year old female was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.   

Another accident, this one 

in the Town of Fremont 



killed the driver.  Authorities 

in Waupaca County 

reported a single-vehicle 

rollover just before 1:30 

Saturday afternoon on Hwy 

10 east of Kester Road.  The 

driver was dead at the 

scene while a passenger 

was treated at the Theda 

Care medical Center for 

minor injuries.   

A series of 2nd Amendment 

rallies took place yesterday 

as pro-gun supporters met 

in Medford, Rice Lake and 

Argonne.  Among the 

attendees, congressional 

candidate Tom Tiffany and 

former NRA president, and 

Wisconsin native David 

Keene who said the 

sanctuary city movement 

gets people involved and 

lets governments know they 

care about the freedom 

and values the constitution 

brings.   2nd Amendment 

sanctuaries are designated 

areas that work to limit the 



impact of gun control.  Last 

November Florence County 

became the first to support 

the largely symbolic 

movement.  

 

 
State residents getting 
unsolicited voter registration 
forms in the mail News 1/27/20 12p,5p 1:30 

A number of Wisconsin 

residents are getting 

unsolicited voter registration 

forms in the mail with 

outdated or incorrect 

information. In the wake of 

a lawsuit looking to purge 

the state's voting rolls, a 

group has been sending 

some incorrect voter 

registration papers to 

Wisconsin Residents. The 

mailers come from 

something called the Voter 

Participation Center. State 

election officials say the 

best source for any voting 

related information is 

myvote.wi.gov. 

The Rhinelander School 

board meets tomorrow with 

the field of candidates to fill 

the spot by retiring 



superintendent Kellie 

Jacoby down to three.  

Finalists include Port 

Washington principal Eric 

Burke, Waconia, MN 

superintendent Patrick 

Devine and Rhinelander’s 

Director of Learning support 

Maggie Peterson.  

Interviews may result in a 

hiring.   

Wisconsin students who 

struggle with dyslexia could 

be getting some help soon. 

The state senate this week 

passed it's first-ever bill 

directed at addressing the 

condition. If the governor 

gives his approval, the bill 

will create a guidebook to 

help educators and families 

identify and deal with 

dyslexia. 

Last week Governor Tony 

Evers appeared confident 

state lawmakers would 

answer his summons for a 

special session on rural 

issues this week.  He wants 



them to act on a package 

of proposals costing eight 

and a half million dollars.  

The governor said the 

Senate is very interested 

and may meet tomorrow.  

Nothing will happen in the 

Assembly however.  

Speaker Robin Vos said 

they won’t take any action 

and that the bills will be 

referred to committee as 

they review the proposals 

and gather input from 

farmers and others. 
 

 
Ice events cancelled due to 
poor ice conditions News 1/28/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Nearly every major activity 

on the ice this winter has 

been cancelled due to the 

poor conditions.  The latest 

came yesterday with the 

annual Rhinelander Lions 

Fisheree on Boom Lake.  

Originally scheduled for 

February 8th and 9th, the 

club determined because 

of the lack of sufficient ice 

and mild forecasts moving 

forward, the major 

fundraiser would be 



cancelled.  However the 

raffles and cash drawings 

will take place that Sunday 

at the Pavilion in Hodag 

Park.  Another major 

fundraiser for the 

Northwoods United Way set 

for this weekend on Stacks 

Bay on Lake Minocqua was 

cancelled last week, as was 

the Chamber’s annual 

Loop Around the Lake.   

A chimney fire damaged a 

sawmill in Lake Tomahawk 

yesterday morning.  Several 

area departments 

responded to the call 

shortly before 9 off County 

D.  Most of the damage 

was contained to the attic, 

sparing the stored wood 

and tools.  

Another flight to the Twin 

Cities will take off from the 

Rhinelander/Oneida 

County Airport this summer.  

Serviced by Delta, there will 

now be four Saturday 

departures in July and 



August.  The facility 

reported a 13% increase in 

travel last year and that 

helped in the decision.  The 

airport, aided by a federal 

grant, will also expand its 

waiting and secure areas, 

with the work planned for 

completion by March. 

A 19-day gun deer hunting 

season is just one of several 

questions the DNR will put 

to the public in the 

Conservation Congress 

hearings this spring.  Others 

include eliminating the 

December antlerless-only 

hunt, management zones 

and limiting the crossbow 

season. 
 

 
Officials in the state say sic 
people have been exposed 
with the coronavirus News 1/28/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Officials with the Wisconsin 

Department of Health say 

six patients in the state 

have been tested to see if 

they were exposed to the 

coronavirus.  No confirmed 

cases yet.  Of the patients 

tested, one was negative 

and the results for the other 



five are still pending.  One 

official says it’s “more than 

likely” that more cases will 

be identified for testing over 

the next few days and 

weeks.  Six students from 

the University of Wisconsin-

Platteville are being 

monitored after a trip to 

Wuhan, China, and six 

university staff members 

have been told to get 

tested. 

The person who will oversee 

the implementation of the 

corrective action plan for 

the Wisconsin National 

Guard has been named.  

Brigadier General Laurie 

Farris of the New Hampshire 

National Guard will take the 

position.  Wisconsin 

Governor Tony Evers issued 

an executive order last 

month calling for changes 

at the Wisconsin Guard 

after a federal review 

turned up failures in the 

way it responded to sexual 



assault, sexual harassment 

and retaliation complaints.  

Evers says he is confident 

lasting, positive change 

can be implemented with 

the right leadership in 

place. 

Vice President Mike Pence 

will be just a few feet away 

from the governor’s office 

today, but won’t receive a 

formal greeting from 

Wisconsin’s top elected 

official.  Pence is giving a 

speech in the rotunda of 

the state Capitol at an 

event celebrating the 

state’s school choice 

program.  Governor Evers 

won’t be there.  Officials 

think this is the first time a 

sitting vice president – or 

president – has appeared 

inside the Capitol building. 
 

 
Rhinelander school board 
interviews three for the 
superintendant of schools News 1/29/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Following neighboring 

Lincoln County, Langlade 

County Supervisors last 

night sent a 2nd 

Amendment resolution 



back to committee in favor 

of a public hearing.  That 

will be handled by the 

Public Safety committee 

next month.   

 

The Rhinelander School 

Board interviewed the three 

finalists for the 

Superintendent’s position 

last night and could have 

made an offer.  Following 

the public session and 

closed meeting, Port 

Washington High School 

Principal Eric Burke was 

offered a second interview.  

That will come February 4th.  

The position opens the end 

of June when current 

superintendent Kellie 

Jacoby retires.   

 

The victim in a fatal 

snowmobile crash over the 

weekend in Arbor Vitae has 

been identified as 21-year 

old Arianna Rumpf of 

Hartland.  Her machine left 



the trail early Sunday 

morning and struck a tree.   

 

Following months of 

discussion, Rhinelander’s 

embattled Common 

Council, following a public 

hearing, established a new 

code of ethics and an 

internal ethics board.  That 

board will consist of five 

community members and 

yesterday, Mayor Chris 

Frederickson put out a call 

for anyone interested in 

taking part to email him at 

mayor@rhinelandercityhall 

dot org or send it via mail to 

his office at city hall.  

Interviews will be scheduled 

shortly thereafter.   

 

Wisconsin’s presidential 

primary ballot has been 

finalized.  The April 7th vote 

includes a dozen 

Democratic candidates 

and President Donald 

Trump.  Two Republican 



challengers failed to garner 

enough signatures to be 

included.  The bipartisan 

state Presidential 

Preference Selection 

Committee chose 

candidates to appear on 

the ballot and yesterday 

was the deadline for them 

to secure necessary 

signatures to be added. 
 

 
Trump administration is 
working on a reformed 
school package News 1/29/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Vice President Mike Pence 

says the Trump 

administration is working on 

a new education program 

which will provide more 

than five billion dollars in 

funding to U-S school 

choice programs.  Pence 

and Education Secretary 

Betsy DeVos were at the 

state Capitol in Madison 

yesterday speaking at an 

event in support of the 

program.  He gave former 

Wisconsin Governor Tommy 

Thompson credit for making 

history when he created 

the first school choice 



program in the country.  

Pence told the crowd of 

mostly school choice 

students that he was “for 

school choice before it was 

cool.” 

Traffic has been diverted 

around a collapsed stretch 

of pavement in Portage.  

Local officials blame a 

broken water main for 

creating the sinkhole which 

damaged the road.  Both 

lanes on East Slifer Street 

have been affected.  

Portage police say there 

have never been any 

sinkholes reported in that 

part of the city in the past.  

It isn’t clear when traffic 

might be back to normal. 

A map from the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural 

Resources shows how 

completely the bald eagle 

population has bounced 

back since the 1970s.  Bald 

eagle nests number more 

than 15-hundred in the 



Badger State.  Forty-five 

years ago there were just a 

few dozen bald eagle nests 

in Wisconsin.  The Dane 

County Humane Society 

gives credit for the revival 

to the ban on D-D-T, added 

protections from state and 

federal endangered 

species laws, and public 

support of nest monitoring 

and protection efforts.  

Other conservation groups 

also credit passage of the 

federal Clean Water Act. 
 

 
Rhinelander city officials 
cleared in court case News 1/30/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Last year Oneida County 

District Attorney Michael 

Schiek declined to 

prosecute four Rhinelander 

aldermen and the Mayor 

for open meeting violations.  

Yesterday, they were 

cleared in circuit court.  

Judge Michael Bloom 

dismissed the so-called, 

walking quorum case 

brought by the Lakeland 

Times and Northwoods River 

News.  It was a year to the 



day that Andrew Larson, 

David Holt, Steve Sauer, 

Ryan Rossing and Mayor 

Chris Frederickson met and 

drafted a letter critical of 

common council president 

George Kirby.  The papers 

argued both the meeting 

and letter was government 

business.  The city sought 

dismissal because the 

complaint didn’t state a 

claim and the letter was 

private following a social 

gathering.  Judge Bloom 

sided with the city.  In a 

statement last week he said 

the public deserves a 

carefully structured, 

thoroughly explained 

decision.  We’re waiting for 

that. 

A pair of traffic stops last 

week netted four people 

on drug charges.  Thursday, 

the K9 alerted on a vehicle 

driven by 35-year old Kristen 

Kozlowski of Laona.  

Methampheatine, syringes 



and drug paraphernalia 

were found.  41-year old 

Shandon Tallier, also from 

Laona was a passenger.  A 

search of his residence 

found more materials and 

both were arrested and 

face numerous felony 

charges and are held on 

$20,000 cash bonds.  Then 

Sunday, another stop led to 

the arrest of 25-year old 

Carl Gerdeen Jr., and 

Sharain Armstrong, both 

from Wabeno.  A search of 

their vehicle discovered 

heroin and other 

paraphernalia.  They were 

in court yesterday where 

Judge Leon Stenz gave 

them signature bonds.  

Armstrong was freed but 

Gerdeen is on a probation 

hold.   
 

 
Oneida Co. judge dismisses 
the walking quarom case News 1/30/20 12p,5p 1:30 

In a 35-page decision, 

Oneida County Judge 

Michael Bloom dismissed 

the so-called walking 

quorum case against four 



Rhinelander aldermen and 

the mayor.  They were 

accused of open meeting 

violations by two area 

newspapers last year after 

meeting and drafting a 

letter critical of common 

council president George 

Kirby.  Judge Bloom said he 

won’t be making any 

statements other that what 

was in his decision.  Mayor 

Chris Frederickson was not 

available for comment this 

morning.  This is one of 

several problems that have 

been hanging over city hall 

moving into the new year.  

City administrator Daniel 

Guild, the focus of a search 

warrant a couple months 

ago and accusations of 

misconduct in office and 

removing documents, still 

hasn’t been charged.   

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers created another task 

force by signing an 

executive order.  This one 



will focus its efforts on 

student debt.  State 

Department of Financial 

Institutions Secretary Kathy 

Blumenfeld take the lead.  

Members will study the 

causes of student debt and 

be expected to produce a 

list of recommendations on 

how to deal with the 

growing problem.   

Governor Tony Evers’ 

administration is seeking 

another three-month delay 

in a work requirement for 

Wisconsin adults without 

children who are on 

Medicaid.  The rule was 

passed while Scott Walker 

was governor and was 

supposed to start 

November 1st.  The 

Legislature’s Joint Finance 

Committee agreed to 

delay it until January 30th.  

Department of Health 

Services Secretary Andrea 

Palm has reportedly asked 

an extension to late April.  



Otherwise, the changes are 

set to go into effect 

Saturday. 
 

 
The case surrounding a Lac 
Du Flambeau man is over  News 1/31/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The case surrounding the 

death of Wayne Valliere, Jr. 

of Lac du Flambeau two 

years ago is now over.  

Richard Allen and Joseph 

Lussier got life sentences 

last year and the two others 

convicted in the crime 

were just sentenced.  28-

year old Curtis Wolfe, in a 

plea deal will serve 25 years 

in prison while 29-year old 

Evan Oungst was 

sentenced to 22, also in a 

plea deal.  Both will spend 

additional years on 

extended probation.   

The deadline for bids is 

February 18th as the new 

Hodag Sports Complex 

project continues to move 

forward.  The 90,000 square 

foot facility is already 

getting interest from across 

the state for its use and 

yesterday, the Hodag 



Schools Foundation 

announced yet another 

business supporting the 

project.  Culver’s of 

Rhinelander is donating 

$25,000, designated for 

improvements specifically 

for the Hodag Dome and 

Complex.  The $5.7-million 

project, situated next to 

Mike Webster Stadium at 

the high school, should be 

completed by fall. 

As outdoor events on the 

ice across the north fall 

victim to poor conditions, 

snowmobile trails in Wood 

County are closing.  All trails 

with the exception of the 

Bakerville Sno Rovers and 

Auburndale Nite Owls will 

close at 8am tomorrow.  

With colder weather and 

more snow the trails will be 

re-evaluated according to 

the Wood County Parks 

and Forestry Department. 

A vote on the witness 

question, expected today, 



could lead to an abrupt 

end of the impeachment 

trial and the acquittal of 

President Donald Trump.  

But Democrats could press 

for more testimony, 

extending the process for 

weeks. 

 

 
Authorities are investigating 
two deaths in the town of 
Lena News 1/31/20 12p,5p 1:30 

A bipartisan proposal on 

dangerous P-F-A-S 

chemicals includes a 

provision to give the 

Wisconsin D-N-R up to three 

years to put emergency 

rules place.  The D-N-R 

typically implements 

emergency rules for 150 

days with a maximum of 

two renewals of 60 days 

each.  The bill from 

Representative John 

Nygren and Senator Dave 

Hansen would allow the 

emergency rules for 

groundwater to remain in 

effect up to three years or 

until a permanent rule is in 

place.  Governor Tony Evers 



said he was glad to see 

Democrats and 

Republicans work together 

on this pressing issue and 

would sign it into law. 

Authorities in northeast 

Wisconsin are investigating 

a crash that left two people 

dead in the Town of Lena.  

The Oconto County Sheriff's 

Office says an S-U-V 

traveling the wrong way on 

Highway 141 collided head-

on with a truck last night.  

Deputies say the 59-year-

old woman driving the S-U-

V and the 73-year-old truck 

driver from De Pere died at 

the scene.  

A bill in the Wisconsin 

Senate would raise the 

minimum retirement age for 

school teachers and public 

employees from 55 to 59-

and-a-half.  The proposed 

change would apply to 

workers under 40 in the 

Wisconsin Retirement 

System if it goes into effect.  



Police and firefighters 

would be exempt.  While 

the bill is intended to 

combat the teacher 

shortage in the state, it has 

been met with some 

criticism by some in the 

Wisconsin education system 

who fear it could do the 

opposite.  Supporters do 

not believe young workers 

in their 20s and 30s are 

already planning for their 

retirement. 
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Another ice fishing tragedy 
over the weekend News 2/3/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Mother Nature claimed 

another victim over the 

weekend.  As ice fishing 

events have been 

cancelling left and right 

due to poor conditions, the 

weight of the recent 



snowfalls and mild weather 

making it even heavier, the 

iconic Crystal Rock roller 

rink lost its roof over the 

weekend.  The facility west 

of Rhinelander on Hwy 8 

had the roof collapse 

around 8:00 Saturday night.  

The building has been 

vacant for months and was 

recently sold.   

That mild weather is also 

closing snowmobile trails 

and several in Marathon 

County are affected.  Zones 

1, 2 and 3 shut down 

yesterday morning and are 

tentatively set to reopen 

tomorrow.  Zones 4 and 5 

have two partial closures 

due to unsafe ice 

conditions. 

The snowmobile link 

between north and south 

Merrill is closed, but for a 

very different reason and 

Lincoln County authorities 

are investigating.  For more 

than 30 years the Pettit 



family has provided an 

easement on their land but 

vandalism has changed 

that.  Two painted 

cardboard signs with 

vulgarities were placed on 

a locked gate.  It’s closed 

due to poor ice conditions 

on Lake Alexander but 

owner Stacy Pettit says until 

there’s an apology for the 

act, it’s staying closed.  The 

trail was scheduled to open 

Wednesday.  Pettit said it 

wasn’t a snowmobiler who 

posted the signs, but 

someone who benefits from 

having that section open.  

She said there should be an 

explanation and an 

apology.  The Lincoln 

County sheriff’s department 

did confirm they’re looking 

into the matter.   
 

Kansas City Chiefs win 

Super Bowl 54 over the 

49ers, 31-20 
 

  News 2/3/20 12p,5p 1:30  A Lincoln county inmate 



Lincoln Co. inmate involved 
in altercation 

will be referred to the DA’s 

office following an 

altercation at the jail.  The 

29-year old Merrill man 

faces a felony charge of 

battery by a prisoner.  A 

corrections officer 

yesterday reported being 

hit on the head.  On Friday, 

the same inmate was 

referred on a misdemeanor 

charge of criminal damage 

to property after he 

punched a vide visitation 

monitor, damaging the unit.   

Following interviews with the 

public and the Rhinelander 

School Board, Port 

Washington High School 

Principal Eric Burke returns 

tomorrow for a second 

interview.  The district will fill 

the upcoming vacancy for 

superintendent when Kellie 

Jacoby retires in June.   

Wisconsin’s Assembly 

Speaker says redrawing the 

state’s electoral maps will 

“probably end up in 



court.”  Republican Robin 

Vos was responding to a 

question about the 

“People’s Maps 

Commission,” a task force 

created by Governor Tony 

Evers.  Wisconsin 

redistricting has wound up 

in court several times.  Vos 

says the Republican map is 

usually chosen because his 

party does a better job on 

the task.  He also says the 

G-O-P will support some of 

the governor’s proposals to 

help financially-challenged 

Wisconsin dairy farmers. 

Wisconsin Republicans will 

try to convert some voters in 

heavily-Democratic 

Milwaukee before the 

November election.  The 

party is opening its first-ever 

campaign office in the 

city’s downtown area this 

week.  Wisconsin is seen 

nationally as a 

battleground state, making 

every vote precious.  The 



Republican Party is saying 

its new location will be the 

base for its minority 

outreach coordinator and 

will serve as a hub for 

campaign efforts.  
 

  
Republican primary in two 
weeks News 2/4/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 In two weeks, Army veteran 

Jason Church and State 

Senator Tom Tiffany meet in 

the Republican Primary in 

the 7th Congressional 

district.  The two will debate 

on Wisconsin Public Radio 

Thursday.  Yesterday, Tiffany 

came out saying he’d work 

to lessen the federal 

government’s role in 

education.  He pointed to 

the recent visit by vice 

president Mike Pence to the 

state in support of school 

choice.  While supporting 

that program, Tiffany said 

there can also be strong, 

local public schools under 

state control.  He also said, 

despite the Trump 

administration rolling back 

wetlands regulations, 



Wisconsin’s DNR is in a 

better position to make 

those rules and the state’s 

wetlands are safe.  He 

called the federal 

regulations redundant.  

Church meanwhile said the 

government’s overreach in 

areas like the environment 

only increases compliance 

costs, borne by businesses 

and individuals.   

 

The Department of 

Transportation yesterday 

recognized Pitlik & Wick of 

Eagle River with their 2019 

Excellence in Asphalt 

Paving Award.  The 

company was cited for 

their work on Hwy 45, 

finishing nine days ahead of 

schedule to minimize travel 

impacts for the annual 

Cranberry Fest. 

 

Divine Savior Health care of 

Portage is now part of the 

Aspirus health system.  The 



two providers made the 

announcement yesterday.  

This is the ninth hospital for 

Wausau-based Aspirus, who 

will maintain the local 

activity Divine Savior brings 

with it.  Patients will also see 

the same familiar 

caregivers and staff.   

 

Supporting a bi-partisan bill 

last week dealing with PFAs 

contamination is state 

waters, several Republican 

lawmakers introduced a 

series of measures to further 

combat the problem. 
 
 

  
Woman pleads not guilty in 
13 year old murder case News 2/4/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 Investigators say Ken 

Juedes died of two shotgun 

blasts to the chest in his 

home in August 2006.  More 

than 13 years later, his 65-

year-old wife entered a not 

guilty plea to a charge of 

first-degree intentional 

homicide in a Marathon 

County courtroom.  

Prosecutors say Cindy 



Schulz-Juedes was always a 

person-of-interest in the 

case.  She was the only 

beneficiary of life insurance 

policies worth one million 

dollars.  Schulz-Juedes told 

police she slept in a 

camper on the property the 

night her husband was 

killed and found his body 

when she returned to the 

house.  She was arrested 

last year, held on a million 

dollar bond.  

The business committee of 

the U W System Board of 

Regents is expected to vote 

Thursday on tuition 

increases for nonresident 

and graduate students.  

The rates would go up by 

one-and-a-half to 25 

percent at the six 

campuses in Milwaukee, 

Oshkosh, Platteville, River 

Falls, Stevens Point and 

Whitewater this fall.  

Resident undergraduate 

tuition has been frozen for 



students in the system for 

seven years.  The restrictions 

don’t apply to out-of-state 

and grad students.  

People who do their 

grocery shopping late at 

night will have to start a 

little earlier.  Wisconsin Hy-

Vee stores will start closing 

at midnight next week.  

Those locations are open 

24-7 now.  A company 

spokesperson says the 

change will let the 

company reallocate its staff 

members so more workers 

will be on the job during 

busier times.  The new Hy-

Vee business hours will be 

5:00 A-M to Midnight, seven 

days a week.  The change 

is going into effect 

nationwide. 
 

  
Threatening graffiti at 
Lakeland school being 
investigated News 2/5/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 What was written was not 

released as police in 

Minocqua are looking into 

what they’re calling 

threatening graffiti at 

Lakeland High School 



yesterday.  The note was 

found in a restroom in the 

Tech Ed hallway.  A juvenile 

male was identified and 

charges are pending.  

Classes are open today 

with an increased law 

enforcement presence.   

 

After a follow-up interview 

yesterday, the Rhinelander 

School Board made an 

offer to Eric Burke for the 

Superintendent’s position.  

He’s currently the Principal 

at Port Washington High 

School.  The job opens in 

June with the retirement of 

Kelli Jacobi.   

 

Lac du Flambeau police 

are investigating the death 

of an infant.  The 3-month 

old reportedly died from 

mistreatment according to 

the Wisconsin department 

of child and family services.   

 

Few details are available 



this morning about a 

snowmobile fatality 

yesterday in Conover.  The 

Vilas County Sheriff’s 

department reported the 

crash about 2:00.  The 

operated was pronounced 

dead at the scene after 

their machine left the trail 

and struck a tree. 

 

The beleaguered Wausau 

Center Mall is now under 

new ownership.  The 

Wausau Opportunity Zone, 

funded by two local 

foundations and the city 

finalized the purchase 

yesterday.  The $3-million 

purchase was approved 

last October after the city 

agreed to finance a million 

dollar forgiveable loan.  The 

acquisition doesn’t include 

HOM furniture or the 

parking ramps and 

according to a news 

release, the mall will 

continue normal 



operations.  Future 

development plans are 

now being reviewed to 

rekindle the economic 

benefit to the city.   

 

And Democratic lawmakers 

in Madison plan to 

introduce a bill to more 

than double the state’s 

current minimum wage.   
 

  
Gov. Evers speaks about 
staffer who threatened a 
news crew member News 2/5/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers says his administration 

was protecting a child 

involved in an abuse 

investigation when it 

threatened a reporter from 

N-B-C News.  The step was 

taken to block the journalist 

from releasing confidential 

information.  The reporter 

was told that would break 

state law and result in 

prosecution.  The Wisconsin 

Department of Children 

and Families wanted the 

information kept private as 

it pursued the child abuse 



case. 

Macy’s plans to close 125 of 

its stores over the next three 

years, cutting two-thousand 

jobs in the process.  The 

retailer has four locations in 

Wisconsin and it isn’t clear if 

any will be affected by the 

change.  The corporation 

figures to save about one-

and-a-half billion dollars 

after the cuts.  Macy’s is 

closing its offices in San 

Francisco and Cincinnati 

and moving its 

headquarters from 

Cincinnati to New York.  It 

reportedly plans to work on 

improving its online 

marketing and invest in 

stores located outside malls. 

The board of directors for 

Milwaukee’s 2020 

Democratic National 

Convention Host 

Committee has fired its two 

top leaders.  President Liz 

Gilbert and her chief of 

staff, Adam Alonso, had 



been accused of creating 

a toxic work environment 

for women in the busy 

office.  A group of women 

staffers had sent an 

unsigned letter to the board 

saying they were being 

“bullied and intimidated” 

by Alonso – and they 

accused Gilbert of doing 

nothing to put an end to it.  

Alonso has denied the 

allegations.  The committee 

they were leading has six 

months left to raise 70 

million dollars for the July 

event and hire 15 thousand 

volunteers. 
 

  
First case of corona virus in 
Wis.  News 2/6/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The first case of coronavirus 

has been confirmed in 

Wisconsin.  A Dane County 

resident is quarantined at 

home and, according to 

the Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services, “doing 

well” for the time being.  

The patient came back to 

the state from Beijing, China 

and went straight to the UW 



Hospital to be tested.  No 

personal details were 

released.   

Vilas County officials 

identified the victim of a 

snowmobile fatality 

Tuesday.  61-year old Kevin 

Keenan of Lake Zurich, IL 

died when his machine left 

the trail in Conover and 

struck a tree.   

The Tomahawk Post Office 

will be known by a new 

name if a new bill is passed.  

The bipartisan measure, 

introduced by both 

Wisconsin US Senators 

Tammy Baldwin and Ron 

Johnson, would change the 

name to the Einar “Sarge” 

H. Ingman, Jr. Post Office 

Building.  Ingman is a 

decorated Koren War vet, 

honored by President Harry 

Truman with the Medal of 

Honor and recognized with 

two Purple Hearts, three 

Bronze Service Stars and 



several other.  He died in 

2015 at the age of 85.  Both 

lawmakers praised him as a 

hero and deserving of the 

recognition.   

Both senators also weighed 

in on the impeachment 

acquittal of President Trump 

yesterday.  Democrat 

Tammy Baldwin said it’s not 

an exoneration but a failure 

to show moral courage and 

hold him accountable for 

his actions.  Republican Ron 

Johnson said political 

differences are settled at 

the ballot box, not through 

impeachment.  The 

president is expected to 

make a public statement 

about the proceedings 

later this morning.   

 

  
Oneida Co, planning and 
development dept. meets News 2/6/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 A new law signed into 

effect by the governor 

would put new restrictions 

on the use of fire-fighting 

foam which contains P-F-A-

S chemicals.  Firefighters will 



have to use other 

substances for training and 

will only be able to use the 

dangerous chemicals in 

specific situations.  

Wisconsin lawmakers 

approved the legislation 

last month.  Governor Tony 

Evers signed it yesterday. 

Oneida County’s Planning 

and Development 

committee meets this 

afternoon as a follow-up to 

a decision by the 

Minocqua Town Board 

yesterday.  At issue is a 

proposed nine-unit hotel 

just north of the city  on Hwy 

51.  The board denied a 

conditional use permit 

citing a number of 

problems they see with the 

development, mostly 

centered on parking and 

trailers in the limited space 

just off the busy highway on 

the lot occupied by the 

former Bay View Inn and 



Mom’s Laundromat and 

along Lakeview Drive 

below the development.  

The number of boat slips is 

also a point of contention.    

For the 17th year in a row, 

telemarketing topped the 

list of consumer complaints 

to the Wisconsin 

Department of Agriculture, 

Trade and Consumer 

Protection last year.  But, for 

the first time in a decade, 

the number of complaints 

dropped.  Landlord/tenant 

complaints came in at 

number two.  More than 

4200 complaints were 

registered.  The remainder 

of the top 10, 

telecommunications, home 

improvement, medical 

services, identity theft, 

motor vehicle repairs and 

sales, gas pumps and 

computer equipment.   

Over a quarter of 2019 high 

school graduates taking 



advanced placement 

exams scored above the 

national average.  

Wisconsin ranks 11th in the 

nation. 

 

  
Two state republican vying 
for congressional seat are 
nearly equal in campaign 
funds News 2/7/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The two Republican 

candidates for the 7th 

congressional district are 

nearly equal in their 

fundraising.  Financial 

disclosures reveal State 

Senator Tom Tiffany 

reporting about $719,000 

raised while Army veteran 

Jason Church tallied 

$653,000.  The two have 

outraised Democratic 

candidate Tricia Zunker by 

more than 4-to-1, with 

Zunker raising about 

$145,000.  She’s been 

outspoken about her refusal 

to take PAC money, citing 

campaign financial reform 

as a key platform. 

An Antigo man faces 

animal cruelty charges 



following the death of 

puppy.  22-year old Jordan 

Bultman was caring for 12-

week old Rex for a friend 

when he said the animal fell 

down the stairs.  She said it 

was dead when she 

returned home.  Doctors 

said the animal died of 

blunt force trauma, not a 

fall and Bultman will be 

charged with mistreatment 

next month.   

Rhinelander High School’s 

mock trial team is one of 

several from the area 

competing at the regional 

level at the Marathon 

County Courthouse in 

Wausau tomorrow.  108 

schools from across the 

state are taking part.  The 

program gives students the 

opportunity to act as 

attorneys and witnesses in a 

court case developed by 

the Wisconsin State Bar.  

Other area schools 

competing include DC 



Everest, Wausau West, 

Merrill, Stratford and Phillips. 

Winter storm watches are 

already posted for parts of 

central and southern 

Wisconsin heading into the 

weekend, with the south 

expecting five or more 

inches through Sunday.  

Across the north and 

northcentral region, snow 

Sunday may total a couple 

inches, creating some 

slippery travel conditions.  

Colder weather moves in 

again next week. 

 

  
The area avoids the brunt of 
a heavy snowstorm 
yesterday News 2/10/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 While the Rhinelander area 

and points north were 

spared the brunt of the 

heavy snow yesterday, 

central and southern 

Wisconsin were not so lucky.  

About 2.5” fell on average 

north of Hwy 8 and 

highways are relatively 

clear this morning.  South of 

that line one deputy said 

he’d lost count of the 



vehicles off the road.  

Marathon county had a 

towing ban yesterday 

because cars, trucks, 

snowmobile trailers and 

more were scattered all 

over.  One lane of Hwy 51 

was closed in the county 

and vehicles were not to be 

removed until the weather 

and the traffic cleared.  The 

southbound lanes of 51 

near County K were closed 

due to an accident.  

Officials advised no travel 

across much of the central 

parts of the state until the 

storm passed.  Wausau was 

close to six inches of snow, 

Plover had over eight and 

Wisconsin Rapids almost 10.  

Snow emergency orders 

are in place this morning, 

prohibiting parking on 

public streets in Nekoosa, 

Stevens Point, Wausau, 

Marshfield, Plover and 

Wisconsin Rapids as crews 

work to clear the snow.   



The North Lakeland 

Discovery Center is one of 

five recipients in the country 

of a $100,000 STEM Grant 

from the Battlelle 

Corporation.  The funds will 

benefit student research 

using the open data 

generated by the national 

ecological observatory 

network.  The facility in 

Manitowish Waters will focus 

on regional studies of 

nesting bird and small 

mammal populations with 

the Center’s existing K-12 

educational programs.   

Thousands of people 

jammed the World 

Championship Derby 

complex this weekend for 

the Labatt Blue USA Hockey 

Pond Hockey 

Championships.   
 

  
Parts of the state digging out 
from a snowstorm News 2/10/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 Central and southern 

Wisconsin continue digging 

out yesterday’s snow 

dumped anywhere from 6” 

to nearly a foot of snow.  



Wausau broke a 111 year 

old record with that 6-inch 

mark.  Marathon County 

lifted their towing ban 

earlier today but many 

communities still have 

emergency rules in place 

prohibiting parking on city 

streets until the roads are 

cleared.  The average 

snowfall at this time of the 

season is around 39-inches.  

That total is already over 58.   

The Winneconne-Poygan 

Fire District reports the driver 

of a pickup that fell through 

the ice Saturday morning 

was standing one good ice 

and was dry as they 

arrived.  The driver was the 

only person in that truck 

when it slipped into the 

waters of Lake 

Winneconne.  Local officials 

are warning people that 

the area around the cane 

beds on the southern half of 

that lake have little to no 

ice cover.  Crews were 



called to the same lake 

Friday when a snowmobile 

went through.  That 

operator was checked out 

by paramedics on the 

shore.  A machine also 

went into the water in Three 

Lakes by the Pine Isle Bar 

Saturday. 

A 33-year old Merrill man 

was cited Saturday night for 

operating an ATV while 

intoxicated.  The Lincoln 

County Recreation Deputy 

stopped the man on Lone 

Pine Road in the Town of 

Merrill after observing the 

ATV westbound in the 

eastbound lane of traffic.   

Texas-based Enbridge is 

looking to re-route its 

pipeline in northern 

Wisconsin to move it off 

tribal land.  Meetings about 

its pipeline are in Ashland, 

Mellen and Hurley this 

month. 
 

  
Fight with state waterfront 
property owners News 2/11/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 By now you’ve probably 

heard the radio 



commercials about 

waterfront owners in 

Wisconsin losing their right 

to place a pier on their 

property.  It’s a real issue 

and stems from a family 

squabble for who owns 

what along the shores of a 

flowage, or manmade 

body of water.  That dispute 

ended up before the State 

Supreme Court two years 

ago which ruled that land 

submerged by water 

cancels the riparian, or 

waterfront rights of the 

property owner.  Now, 

legislation hopes to restore 

those rights since the 

outcome could potentially 

drop property values 

drastically.  Both the House 

and Senate hope to pass 

legislation in the coming 

months to protect the rights 

of waterfront property 

owners.     

A fast-moving package of 

bills introduced yesterday 



would give state farmers up 

to a $7500 tax break this 

year.  Republicans 

announced the measures 

to coincide with 

Democratic Governor Tony 

Evers’ call for a special 

session to help the 

struggling agriculture 

industry.  Wisconsin boasts 

nearly 65,000 farms 

pumping more than $100-

billion into the state 

economy.  But it’s the dairy 

industry that’s hurting, losing 

an average of two farms a 

day.  The GOP package 

features five new bills 

touted to be bigger and 

bolder than what the 

Governor has planned.  The 

bills have to pass both the 

Senate and Assembly and 

be signed by Evers before 

taking effect. A public 

hearing and vote was 

scheduled today before 

the Assembly’s Agriculture 

Committee.  But it’s unclear 



whether the measures have 

enough support to pass the 

Senate.  The governor said 

he’s glad lawmakers are 

working on the issue. 

 

  
Clintonville firefighters say 
they found a body while 
battling a blaze in the area News 2/11/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 Firefighters in Clintonville 

say they found a body 

while fighting a house fire 

early Monday morning.  The 

emergency call came in at 

2:14 A-M, but it took the 

firefighters some extra time 

to find the home due to a 

language barrier with the 

caller.  Flames were coming 

from the back of the home 

as firefighters arrived and 

shortly after that the 

structure was engulfed.  The 

body was found inside.  

Neighbors say an elderly 

woman lived in the home, 

but she hasn’t been 

identified by authorities yet.  

The Wisconsin State Fire 

Marshal is investigating. 

Governor Tony Evers has 

given his approval to the 



corrective action plan 

developed by the 

Wisconsin National Guard.  

The plan is designed to 

improve the way cases of 

sexual assault, sexual 

harassment and retaliation 

are handled.  The former 

top commander of the 

Guard, Donald Dunbar, 

resigned in December after 

a report from federal 

investigators found those 

cases had been 

mishandled.  Brigadier 

General Laurie Farris of the 

New Hampshire National 

Guard is assigned to 

oversee the development 

and implementation of the 

corrective action plan. 

The pair of sibling bear cubs 

that were admitted into a 

Rhinelander rehabilitation 

center died yesterday, 

according to a Facebook 

post.  Wild Instincts took the 

cubs in late January after a 

farmer found them nearly 

https://waow.com/2020/01/31/bear-cubs-get-chance-at-life-with-help-of-rhinelander-facility/
https://waow.com/2020/01/31/bear-cubs-get-chance-at-life-with-help-of-rhinelander-facility/


frozen to death while 

harvesting his cornfield, 

scaring off the cubs' 

mother.  The post adds Wild 

Instincts "suspects what may 

have happened," but the 

deaths are still being 

investigated.  In 30 years of 

rehabbing and 375 bears, 

this is the first time they’ve 

lost cubs. 

  
One person injured in traffic 
crash in Rhinelander News 2/12/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 One person was injured in 

a traffic crash in 

Rhinelander yesterday 

afternoon.  The accident 

happened on Lincoln Street 

across from WalMart as a 

car was struck broadside by 

an oncoming semi shortly 

after 1:00.  The female 

driver was hospitalized.  No 

other information was 

available.   

Fire late yesterday 

afternoon destroyed a pole 

building in Three Lakes.  The 

blaze reported just before 

five behind Bonnie’s 

Lakeside on Hwy 32.  



Recreational vehicles and 

other materials were stored 

inside.  Several departments 

responded and contained 

the fire to the structure and 

away from the restaurant.  

It was a total loss.  The 

cause has yet to be 

determined.   

The state Assembly took 

steps to combat unwanted 

telemarketing calls.  A bill 

passed yesterday 

incorporates federal law 

into state statues by 

prohibiting the intentional 

use of false information 

transmitted to caller ID 

displays and allows 

providers to block calls if 

the origination number is 

not valild.  The measure 

had bi-partisan support.  

Another bill will have repeat 

drunk drivers spending 

more time in jail, increasing 

the minimum mandatory 

sentence for fifth and sixth 

offenses from six months to 



18 months.   

As Enbridge Energy 

Corporation works to re-

route their Wisconsin stretch 

of oil pipeline away from 

Indian tribal lands on the 

Bad River Reservation, a 

metallic mining company is 

looking to explore just a few 

miles from another one.  

Badger Minerals already 

has DNR approval to 

explore land in Oneida 

County, near the Wolf River 

and just a few miles from 

the Mole Lake Reservation.  

Drilling core samples is 

expected this month and 

next.   
 

  
Free speech measures on 
state college campuses 
being looked at  News 2/12/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 Under a bill passed in the 

Wisconsin Assembly, 

students who disrupt free 

speech on campuses more 

than once would be 

suspended.  The legislation 

faces an uncertain fate 

because Governor Tony 

Evers has noted he doesn’t 

support a policy like that.  



For a third offense, students 

on University of Wisconsin 

System and Wisconsin 

Technical College System 

campuses would be 

expelled.  The Board of 

Regents adopted the same 

policy more than two years 

ago, but regulations are still 

being drafted to bring it to 

bear. 

A steep decline in coal 

cargo shipments from the 

Twin Ports of Duluth-Superior 

were off-set by increases in 

renewable energy supplies 

like wind turbines last 

season.  Shipments of coal 

were at their lowest level in 

more than 30 years.  Port 

officials say that drop was 

countered by the 306-

thousand freight tons of 

components for producing 

wind energy shipped during 

2019.  Coal is projected to 

produce less than one-

fourth of the world’s 

electricity by 2050 while 



power from renewable 

sources are projected to 

grow by 20%.  

Hundreds of Milwaukee 

community members and 

local leaders are having 

what are called honest 

conversations about the 

city’s growth and culture as 

a busy summer 

approaches.  One-

hundred-52 days before the 

2020 Democratic National 

Convention brings 50-

thousand visitors to town, 

discussions are wide-

ranging at the Milwaukee 

2020 CommUNITY Growth 

summit.  Attendees are 

talking about the city’s 

growing tech scene, efforts 

to retain local talent, and 

the connection to arts and 

culture, while 

acknowledging cultural 

barriers.  Another gathering 

is planned for April.   
 

  
Fifteen year old boy killed in 
state snowmobile accicent News 2/13/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Last month the Langlade 

County Board sent a 2nd 



Amendment Sanctuary 

County resolution back to 

committee.  Next week the 

Public Safety Committee 

expects to re-introduce it 

with support.  Public 

comment at their meeting 

last night met with strong 

support for the measure 

that prohibits the 

enforcement of certain gun 

control measures violating a 

citizen’s right to keep and 

bear arms.  The full board 

meets Tuesday.   

Voting along party lines, the 

state’s Joint Finance 

Committee rejected plans 

to build two new high 

security juvenile prisons 

downstate to replace the 

Lincoln Hills/Copper Lake 

schools.  Lawmakers had 

set next January for the 

beleaguered facility to 

close by Governor Tony 

Evers extended it July 2021.  

Committee Republicans say 

there’s not enough money 



to fund the projects.  

Department of Corrections 

Secretary Kevin Carr said 

based on a previous lawsuit 

filed against the state by 

the ACLU for the problems 

at the Lincoln County 

facility, it is possible the 

ACLU or a group like it 

could step in and force the 

legislature's hand. 

A 15-year old boy was killed 

in a snowmobile accident 

in Outagamie County 

yesterday.  The Sheriff’s 

Department reported the 

teen, a high school 

freshman at Seymour High 

School was on his way 

when he missed a stop sign 

and was struck by an SUV.  

He was pronounced dead 

at the scene.  The driver 

and two children in the 

vehicle were not hurt.   

The Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services 

announced the remaining 

test for a possible 



coronavirus infection came 

back negative.  Fifteen 

people have been tested 

so far with one confirmed 

case in Dane County.   
 

 
State senator Johnson 
speaks on Coronavirus News 2/13/20 12p,5p 1:30 

U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

asked federal officials 

about travel restrictions and 

whether they are following 

up with people who may 

have been exposed to 

coronavirus.  The Wisconsin 

Republican chairs the 

Homeland Security 

Committee in the Senate.  

Johnson referred to a case 

in Madison during a 

hearing, but a former 

director of the C-D-C said 

local and state officials 

would identify travel 

exposure first.  As of 

yesterday, there are 13 

confirmed U-S cases of 

coronavirus – 11 contracted 

during travel to China and 

two passing from infected 

patients. 

Wisconsin-based Kohl’s 



department stores say they 

are removing a layer of 

regional leadership 

positions as a part of 

restructuring.  Kohl’s isn’t 

closing any stores or 

corporate offices after a 

disappointing holiday 

shopping season.  A 

spokesperson says about 

250 jobs will be eliminated 

in the process.  The 

company is said to be 

offering a severance 

package and 

outplacement services to 

help the affected 

employees. 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Public Instruction 

awarded over $65,000 in 

grants to student groups 

from across the state for 

their leadership roles in 

addressing alcohol, drugs, 

and vaping challenges in 

their local schools. The 78 

student-led groups were 

each awarded funds 



totaling up to $1,000 

through the DPI’s Student 

Alcohol and Other Drug 

Abuse Mini-grant Program.  

Area schools benefitting 

from the funds include: The 

Chequamegon School 

District in Park Falls, 

Minocqua, Northland Pines, 

Phillips and Lac du 

Flambeau. 

A controversial Republican 

bill passed the Assembly, 

aimed at preventing 

another backlog of rape 

test kits.  Democrats 

criticized the measure as it 

contains language dealing 

with immigration and 

school vouchers.   
 

 
Bitter cold temps and winds 
have some schools canceled 
in the area today News 2/14/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

No specific reasons were 

given but Jim Olson, 

director of operations at the 

Central Wisconsin Airport in 

Mosinee is on paid 

administrative leave.  

Investigations are looking 

into allegations from airport 

employees, none of which 



are criminal.  No other 

information is available. 

Bitter cold temperatures 

and wind chills to 35-below 

zero prompted several 

schools to cancel classes 

today.  Elcho, Laona and 

White Lake are all closed 

today while Crandon has a 

two hour delay.  Wind chill 

advisories are in effect 

through 10:00 this morning 

and high temperatures are 

only expected in the single 

digits.   

Wisconsin received a multi-

million dollar grant to 

improve access and 

collaboration with its public 

libraries.  The funds, from the 

Department of Public 

Instruction, total more $3-

million and will be used 

specifically to further 

collaboration between 

public and school libraries, 

implement 

recommendations to 



improve services and 

access for visitors and 

continue statewide services 

such as the interlibrary loan 

program and individualized 

consultation.  The award is 

part of the library services 

and technology act’s 2020 

grants to states program. 

The Wisconsin 

Interscholastic Athletic 

Association’s conference 

realignment task force 

voted to advance two 

plans to the board of 

control for final 

consideration.  The two, 

which were previously 

denied, were revisited in 

appeal and will be 

considered next month.  

The task force unanimously 

supported placing 

Campbellsport from the 

East Central Conference to 

the Wisconsin Flyway 

Conference beginning next 

year and on an 8-3 vote, to 

move Ashland from the 



Great Northern to the Heart 

o North Conference 

beginning in 2021-22. 

 

 
Wisconsin receives grant 
money for it’s  libraries News 2/14/20 12p,5p 1:30 

No specific reasons were 

given but Jim Olson, 

director of operations at the 

Central Wisconsin Airport in 

Mosinee is on paid 

administrative leave.  

Investigations are looking 

into allegations from airport 

employees, none of which 

are criminal.  No other 

information is available. 

Wisconsin received a multi-

million dollar grant to 

improve access and 

collaboration with its public 

libraries.  The funds, from the 

Department of Public 

Instruction, total more $3-

million and will be used 

specifically to further 

collaboration between 

public and school libraries, 

implement 

recommendations to 

improve services and 



access for visitors and 

continue statewide services 

such as the interlibrary loan 

program and individualized 

consultation.  The award is 

part of the library services 

and technology act’s 2020 

grants to states program. 

An Assembly committee 

gave its approval to a plan 

to allow Wisconsin bars to 

remain open until 4:00 A-M 

while the Democratic 

National Convention is in 

Milwaukee.  The proposal 

still has to be passed by the 

Legislature and signed by 

Governor Evers.  Expanding 

those business hours was an 

idea supported by groups 

representing Wisconsin’s 

bars, restaurants and 

tourism industries.   

 

The Wisconsin 

Interscholastic Athletic 

Association’s conference 

realignment task force 



voted to advance two 

plans to the board of 

control for final 

consideration.  The two, 

which were previously 

denied, were revisited in 

appeal and will be 

considered next month.  

The task force unanimously 

supported placing 

Campbellsport from the 

East Central Conference to 

the Wisconsin Flyway 

Conference beginning next 

year and on an 8-3 vote, to 

move Ashland from the 

Great Northern to the Heart 

o North Conference 

beginning in 2021-22. 

 

 
Canadian man in Oneida 
court News 2/17/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Canadian man is free on 

a $7100 bond after striking 

a number of vehicles Friday 

night.  52-year old Robert 

Johnson of Thunder Bay, 

Ontario faces a number of 

citations after hitting 13 

parked vehicles along Hwy 

47 in Lake Tomahawk with 



his pickup.  Among them, 

2nd degree recklessly 

endangering safety, hit and 

run and operating under 

the influence.  He was 

released from custody 

Saturday and will make an 

appearance in Oneida 

County Court this 

afternoon.   

Winter Weather Advisories 

are up for several counties 

across northcentral and 

northeast Wisconsin 

including Florence, Forest, 

Langlade, northern 

Marinette and Oconto 

counties from 3 this 

afternoon to 3 Tuesday 

morning.  Moderate to 

heavy snow is expected to 

develop later this afternoon 

into tonight, impacting the 

evening commute with up 

to five inches of snow likely.  

Areas of freezing drizzle 

may also develop. 

Few details are available 

but the Aspirus Medford 



Hospital was put on 

lockdown yesterday 

afternoon.  The alert was 

lifted after about two hours, 

the action taken as a 

precautionary measure for 

a situation that involves law 

enforcement.   

Another snowmobiler went 

through thin ice, this one 

reported in Waupaca 

County Friday night.  The 

sheriff’s office reports the 

operator was rescued from 

the Wolf River just before 

midnight, clinging to an ice 

shelf in open water and 

airlifted to ThedaCare 

medical center in Neenah 

for treatment. 

Wrangling over how to use 

a projected increase in 

state tax revenues 

continues in Madison.  

Democratic Governor Tony 

Evers wants some of the 

nearly $250-million to go to 

K-12 education while 

Republicans look for an 



income tax break.   
 

 
State native tribes updated 
lawmakers on their needs News 2/17/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin's eleven Indian 

tribes updated lawmakers 

on their needs today. The 

annual State of the Tribes 

took place this afternoon at 

the Capitol in Madison. Ned 

Daniels, Jr., who is the 

Chairman of the Forest 

County Potawatomi 

Community delivered the 

speech. Tribal leaders in 

Wisconsin have been 

speaking to lawmakers and 

leaders at the Capitol since 

2005. 

It’s spring primary day in 

Wisconsin tomorrow.  There 

are 96 primaries for county, 

school district, city, village 

and town officials along 

with five local referendums, 

including one in Minocqua.  

On the ballots, a three-way 

race for state supreme 

court that will narrow the 

field to two for the spring 

election in April.  Voters in 

the 7th congressional district 



have both Democratic and 

Republican primaries for a 

special election to fill the 

empty seat when Sean 

Duffy left.  Tomorrow’s vote 

will cut the field to one from 

each party who’ll meet 

again in May.  Election 

officials remind voters to 

have a photo ID at the 

polls.   

Light to moderate snow will 

fall into tomorrow morning, 

creating some travel 

problems, especially in 

northcentral and northeast 

parts of the state. 

Those flying out of Wisconsin 

in the winter can now 

escape to sunshine without 

their heavy coat. The 

Milwaukee Mitchell Airport 

claims it’s the first in the 

nation to add a coat 

check. It debuted just in 

time for the busy spring 

break travel season. 

Officials say it beats 

cramming a coat in a 



carry-on and lugging it on 

the plane. The cost is two-

bucks a day. 
 

 
Canadian man charged with 
many offenses, jailed on 
$15,000 bond News 2/18/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Canadian man 

charged with multiple 

traffic offenses and a felony 

after driving drunk and 

striking numerous vehicles 

was jailed on a $15,000 

bond.  52-year old Robert 

Johnson of Thunder Bay, 

Ontario was free on a $7000 

bond but Judge Michael 

Bloom in Oneida County 

Court yesterday said the 

original amount was not 

enough motivation to keep 

him from getting arrested 

again.  He struck 13 vehicles 

along Hwy 47 in Lake 

Tomahawk with his pickup 

before driving off the road.  

The felony charge is 

recklessly endangering 

safety and he’ll answer to 

that in court March 5th.   

 

With all the headlines 

surrounding the 



coronavirus, health officials 

say it’s the flu that’s more 

serious in Wisconsin.  There 

have been 31 deaths 

reported this season, two of 

them children.  Doctors 

recommend good 

respiratory hygiene and 

hand washing to help stop 

the spread of the illnesses.   

 

The two people who 

perished in a Price County 

fire last Friday morning have 

been identified as 88 year 

old Robert Kleinsmith and 

his 86 year old wife Marjorie.  

That fire was reported 

around 10:00 in the 

Township of Eisenstein.  

When first responders 

arrived the fire was already 

out except for the smoke.   

 

The snow may slow the 

process but election 

officials in Wisconsin say 

today’s primary will be a 

big election.  Voters will 



choose who moves on in 

the State Supreme Court 

race as well as in the 7th 

Congressional District.  A 

number of primaries for 

local, school board and 

county positions in addition 

to referendums will also 

greet voters. 
 

 
State voters to pick two 
finalists for the states 
supreme court News 2/18/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin voters will pick 

two finalists for the state's 

Supreme Court during 

today's spring primary.  

Conservative incumbent 

Dan Kelly was appointed to 

the high court by former 

Governor Scott Walker in 

2016.  Dane County circuit 

Judge Jill Karofsky and 

Marquette law Professor Ed 

Fallone are also seeking a 

ten-year termt.  Karofsky 

and Fallone are considered 

left-leaning candidates.  

The two top vote-getters will 

face off in the general 

election on April 7th. 

A Wausau man is 

sentenced to five years in 



prison for providing the 

heroin that led to a fatal 

overdose.  Prosecutors say 

Jermal V. Hill delivered a 

lethal dose of heroin mixed 

with cold medicine to 53-

year-old Kelly Ferguson.  

Witnesses told police they 

saw Ferguson get into a car 

with Hill and later struggled 

to stay upright.  She told her 

friends that she was tired 

and police found her lifeless 

body on a couch.  Hill was 

given credit for 524 days 

already served. 

Northcentral Wisconsin was 

well represented as the 

Herb Kohl Educational 

Foundation announced 

their annual awards for 

students, teachers and 

principals.  $6000 awards 

go to 100 teachers, 16 

principals and their schools 

and $10,000 scholarships to 

193 graduating seniors.  

Area student recipients 

include Aubrey Anderson 



from Hazelhurst, Holly Puza 

from Rhinelander, Sam Russ 

from Kronenwetter and 

Julia Seidel and Caleb 

Vandenberg from Wausau.  

Teacher Fellows include 

Jeffrey Gress of Wausau 

Newman, Patrick Kubeny at 

Rhinelander High 

Schooland Mary Wentland 

at Lakeland.  Todd Bohm 

was a Principal leader from 

DC Everest.  Formal 

presentations will be made 

this spring. 
 

 
Referendum fails in 
Lakeland school district News 2/19/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

State Senator Tom Tiffany 

will face Tricia Zunker in 

May for the 7th District 

Congressional seat.  The 

Republican from Hazelhurst 

bettered his Democratic 

rival, Jason Church by more 

than 10,000 votes.  Outside 

groups spent at a record 

pace on behalf of both 

Church and Tiffany, making 

it the most expensive 

congressional primary in 

state history.  .Zunker, easily 



won over challenger 

Lawrence Dale.  Wisconsin 

Supreme Court Justice Dan 

Kelly and Dane County 

Circuit Judge Jill Karofsky 

advanced to an April race 

for a 10-year term on the 

Supreme Court. 

A $3.45-million school 

referendum failed in the 

Lakeland Union High School 

District.  The measure 

would’ve funded increased 

operating costs, improved 

instruction and facility 

maintenance.  It was one of 

three school referendums 

on the ballot in the state.   

And in a primary in 

Rhinelander’s 5th Aldemanic 

district, Gerald Anderson 

and Wil Losch move on, 

defeating Jason Dailey.   

A deadly traffic accident 

yesterday morning near 

Merrill.  A county 

maintenance truck was 

rear-ended by a pickup on 

Hwy 51 near Hwy J shortly 



before noon.  The 26-year 

old driver was hospitalized 

and his 67-year old 

passenger was pronounced 

dead at Good Samaritan 

Hospital.  The plow truck 

driver sustained minor 

injuries.   

Wisconsin’s Indian Tribes 

had their day if front of 

lawmakers in Madison 

yesterday.  Forest County 

Potawatomi Chairman Ned 

Daniels, Jr., urged them to 

work together to fight the 

opioid abuse that’s hitting 

native populations hard.  

He also called for action to 

protect the natural 

resources, including water 

quality, sex trafficking and 

the negative effects of 

climate change. 

 

 
Wisconsin man reunites with 
family after they were stuck 
in China during Coronavirus 
outbreak News 2/19/20 12p,5p 1:30 

A Wisconsin man is reunited 

with his family after they 

were stuck in China during 

the coronavirus outbreak.  

Sam Roth of Neenah flew to 



northern California 

yesterday to meet his wife 

and two daughters.  They 

were quarantined at Travis 

Air Force Base following a 

visit Wuhan, China - the 

epicenter of the virus 

outbreak.  He says they’ve 

been cleared and are 

looking forward to getting 

back to normalcy and 

things like school, piano 

lessons and pancakes on 

Sundays.   

The Wisconsin Assembly 

unanimously approved new 

regulations for companies 

negotiating prices between 

drug makers and 

pharmacies.  Pharmacy 

benefit managers are 

regulated by federal law, 

but Wisconsin has no 

authority the industry.   

State regulations would 

include requiring Benefit-

Managers to be licensed.  

The goal is holding down 

drug prices. 



The Assembly also 

approved a 13 bill, 10-

million-dollar plan to 

address water quality in 

Wisconsin.  Dodgeville 

Republican Todd Novak 

headed up the task force 

that developed the 

package, saying, "we need 

to remember that this is just 

the beginning...We also 

need to remember that 

clean water is not a 

Republican or Democratic 

issue it's a state of Wisconsin 

issue."  It's an issue that 

includes so-called "forever 

chemical" PFAS 

contamination of wells and 

surface water, groundwater 

pollution from livestock 

manure, and wells 

contaminated with human 

and animal waste.  All the 

bills still need Senate 

approval before going to 

Governor Tony Evers' desk.  

The governor declared 2019 

as the “Year of Clean 



Drinking Water” which he 

says was the catalyst for 

these efforts. 
 

 
Critics of school 
referendums speak out News 2/20/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Critics of school 

referendums say districts 

have to do a better job 

with the finances.  School 

officials say it’s not that 

easy with those dollars keep 

decreasing.  There were 

three referendums on the 

ballot Tuesday and none of 

them passed, each looking 

to exceed revenues for 

operating costs, 

maintenance and 

programming.  That was 

case at Lakeland High 

School where the district 

sought $3.5-million for those 

very reasons, increasing 

taxes roughly $52 for each 

100,000 in property value.  It 

was defeated by 671 votes 

and Superintendent Roy 

Way said their 1957 building 

is well maintained but 

needs to be upgraded.  The 

school board will now look 



at what steps to take, 

including cuts to minimize 

the growth of the budget 

deficit.   

The passenger in a pickup 

that rear-ended a plow 

truck Tuesday on Hwy 51 

near Merrill was identified as 

67-year old Thomas 

Thompson of Tomahawk.   

More than 900 households 

were served last year by the 

Rhinelander Area Food 

Pantry.  In their yearly report 

released yesterday, the 

organization distributed 

more than 585,000 pounds 

of food, plus an additional 

17,000 pounds directly to 

children during the school 

year through the weekend 

food for kids program and 

over 36,000 pounds to other 

pantries and programs.  A 

number of local merchants 

and organizations 

contributing helped them 

meet their nearly $182,000 



in expenses for 2019.  

Officials say donations of 

$12.50 a month provides 

about half the food needs 

for a household of four for 

about three months or 

provides enough food for 

one student for the school 

year. 

 

 
Ascension St. Claire hospital 
in Weston to be a part of 
Marshfield Health System News 2/20/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Ascension St. Claire’s 

Hospital in Weston will now 

be part of the Marshfield 

Health System.  Ascension 

Wisconsin will also transfer 

their 50% interest in the 

Diagnostic and Treatment 

Center in Weston and 

Flambeau Hospital in Park 

Falls.  Officials say the 

agreement signals the 

provider’s continued 

commitment to health care 

in rural Wisconsin.    

The Wisconsin Senate 

unanimously approved the 

appointment of D-N-R 

Secretary Preston Cole.  It 



took more than a year to 

finally approve him and it 

came with some drama.  

Senator Tom Tiffany, who 

has long pushed for 

expansion of mining and 

logging in northern 

Wisconsin, accused D-N-R 

staff of breaking the law.  

The Hazelhurst Republican 

said, "I hope Secretary Cole 

is up to the task of making 

sure that they are 

accountable to him and to 

the taxpayers of the state 

of Wisconsin."  Tiffany will be 

in the running for former 

Congressman Sean Duffy's 

seat in a special election in 

April.  Cole was first 

appointed to the position in 

December of 2018. 

Senate Republicans are 

also blocking an attempt to 

open bar hours in 

Milwaukee for the 

Democratic National 

convention this summer.  

The bill would’ve moved 



closing time to 4am.  The 

upper house also approved 

a bill, opposed by 

Democrats, creating a new 

30-day minimum sentence 

for vehicle related crimes.  

The measure passed on a 

party line vote and is in the 

Assembly today for a vote. 

Department of 

Transportation officials host 

a public meeting tonight in 

the Minocqua Town Hall on 

the next phase of work on 

Hwy 51 in Woodruff. 

 

 
Elcho schools shut down 
today News 2/21/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

There are no classes in the 

Elcho School District today 

due to the high number of 

flu cases.  Officials are 

hoping the 3-day weekend 

will help prevent the illness 

from spreading.   

 

The victim of a workplace 

accident in Phillips early 

Tuesday morning has been 

identified.  45-year old 



Jason Craig died after 

being struck by a snowplow 

at the RITALKA-SpecSys 

manufacturing plant.  The 

facility was closed until 

yesterday. 

 

As work begins on the new 

Hodag multi-purpose 

complex at Rhinelander 

High School, another 

corporate sponsor stepped 

with a contribution.  The 

Hodag Schools Foundation 

announced Ripco Credit 

Union will donate $50,000 

for improvements to the 

project over the next 

several years.  Ripco 

President and CEO Liza 

Edinger said they see the 

project as a game changer 

for the community, visitors 

and the economy.  The 

$6.9-million, 90,000 square 

foot, air supported dome 

will be operational by fall.   

 

As that project moves 



forward, the Rhinelander 

School District moved on 

approving the contract for 

a new superintendent.  Eric 

Burke, currently the 

principal at Port 

Washington High School will 

replace the retiring Kelli 

Jacoby in June.  He plans 

to be in town a few days 

next month for a chance to 

meet staff and community 

members.   

 

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department is sponsoring a 

DNR certified hunter safety 

course.  The four day course 

runs from June 8th to the 11th 

at the Law Enforcement 

Center in Rhinelander.  

Anyone born on or after 

January first, 1973 must 

have passed the program 

to hunt in Wisconsin.  

Registration is online at the 

DNR’s GoWild website.   
 

 
A bill approved by state 
assembly would raise state News 2/21/20 12p,5p 1:30 

A bill approved by the 

Wisconsin Assembly would 



smoking age raise the state's smoking 

age.  The bipartisan 

legislation would match the 

federal law to prohibit 

purchase of cigarettes, 

tobacco or nicotine 

products by anyone under 

21.  It will not apply to 

vaping products after its 

chief Assembly sponsor, 

Marshfield Republican John 

Spiros, deleted that 

language.  The bill is now 

ready for consideration by 

the state Senate, which 

won't conclude its session 

until next month.   

The Superior Police 

Department reports a tower 

at the Husky Refinery was at 

risk of falling and workers 

were evacuated as a 

precautionary measure.  

Crews were working on the 

tower yesterday when they 

heard a pop and noted a 

defect in the tower's 

structural integrity.  Officers 

say there was no risk of fire, 



explosion, or release of any 

chemical and the 

assessment is ongoing.  An 

explosion at the site in April 

2018 injured 36 people and 

forced the evacuation of 

most of the city of Superior. 

Former Governor Scott 

Walker has another gig 

besides working to create a 

new constitutional 

convention: hosting cruise 

tours.  In a message to 

supporters, ex-Governor 

Walker touted his recent trip 

to Hawaii and advertised 

for a new trip next January 

to Buenos Aires and Rio de 

Janeiro.  He'll be hosting 

along with his family, and 

the cost is just 56-hundred 

dollars per person.  The two-

term Wisconsin governor is 

in Missouri supporting the re-

election campaign of 

Governor Mike Parson.  

Walker is the keynote 

speaker tonight at the 

Missouri Republican Party's 



Statewide Lincoln Days 

banquet in Springfield. 
 

 
A deadly weekend for 
snowmobiliers in the north News 2/24/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A deadly weekend on 

snowmobile trails across the 

North.  Early Saturday 

morning a machine struck a 

tree along the shore of Little 

St. Germain Lake, killing a 

38-year old Illinois man.  A 

second man, looking for 

that accident went through 

the ice but was able to get 

out unharmed.  Another 

accident several hours later 

in the town of Plum Lake 

killed a 27-year old man 

from Illinois when his 

machine went into the 

trees.  A third fatality was 

reported early yesterday 

morning when the operator 

crashed into the trees near 

Mercer, killing a 40-year old 

Illinois man.   

 

The D-N-R is reminding 

snowmobilers to ride safely 

in late February.  There 

were 16 fatalities in 2019.  



Alcohol, excessive speed 

and driver inexperience or 

operator error are the 

leading causes of 

snowmobile fatalities.  D-N-

R Warden Lieutenant Martin 

Stone says safe 

snowmobiling means you 

must operate within your 

specific capabilities, 

operating at safe following 

distances when riding with 

others and utilize 

appropriate speeds for the 

terrain.  There are more 

than 200-thousand 

registered snowmobiles in 

Wisconsin. 

 

Snowmobilers and ice 

anglers should be aware 

the DNR and Wisconsin 

Valley Improvement 

Company are starting the 

aerators in the Eau Pleine 

Reservoir today.  The 7000 

acre waterway is in 

southwest Marathon 

County, with the aerator in 



a narrow stretch adjacent 

to Big Eau Pleine County 

Par.  Operation creates 

unsafe ice and open water 

conditions and barrier have 

been set up with flags and 

reflective signs warning of 

the danger.  The annual 

running of the aerators 

helps maintain oxygen 

levels in the reservoir.  
 

 
A new survey shows Bernie 
Sanders with a  big lead in 
state voters News 2/24/20 12p,5p 1:30 

A survey done by the 

Elections Research Center 

at the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison shows 

Bernie Sanders taking a big 

lead.  The U-S Senator from 

Vermont has more than 

double the support of any 

other Democratic 

candidates.  Wisconsin 

holds its presidential primary 

April 7th.  The survey 

conducted February 

11th through the 

20th showed Sanders with 30 

percent support, followed 

by Joe Biden and Michael 

Bloomberg at 13 percent 



each.  Elizabeth Warren 

and Pete Buttigieg were 

tied at 12 percent. 

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

Department had a busy 

weekend and things began 

Friday night with a 28-year 

old Texas man driving south 

in the northbound lanes of 

Hwy 51 just before midnight.  

He was arrested on a 

second charge of second 

degree recklessly 

endangering safety and 

OWI.  Sunday morning, 

deputies arrest a 26-year 

old Merrill woman for 

violating the terms of her 

probation.  A 37-year old 

Merrill man was also tagged 

with disorderly conduct in 

connection with the 

incident.  Sunday afternoon 

a 26-year old Merrill woman 

was arrested for criminal 

damage to property and 

disorderly conduct after a 

disturbance.  She was also 

charged with bail jumping 



for violating conditions issue 

in Marathon County for a 

drug charge.   

And the Milwaukee Bucks 

are now the fastest team in 

NBA history to clinch a 

postseason spot.  Just 56 

games into the season the 

Bucks are in the playoffs 

and still have an outside 

shot at becoming the third 

NBA team to win 70 games.  

The golden state warriors 

held the record previously.  

They play the warriors in 

Washington tonight. 
 

 
Rhinelander council meeting 
discusses road conditions in 
the city News 2/25/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A good portion of last 

night’s Rhinelander 

Common Council meeting 

centered on road 

conditions in the city.  

Alderman Ryan Rossing 

brought up the nearly 

impassable and hazardous 

east bound lane that forces 

traffic to the center.  He 

also said constituents in his 

district have been 

complaining about 



walkways and crosswalks.  

Alderman Steve Sauer 

stated there’s been a 

comprehensive list of 

projects going out years but 

priorities change, given the 

PFAs issue with the city’s 

water.  He said where do 

we put the money?  

Alderman Lee Emmer said 

there are a number of 

things on the capital 

improvement budget and 

agreed about priorities.  The 

issue was tabled until next 

month so members could 

get more information.  They 

also directed the street 

department to identify 

areas in need of safety 

work this season, like Kemp 

Street at the bridge and 

Boyce Drive.  The council 

then convened into closed 

session for updates on the 

labor negotiations with the 

fire and police 

departments.   

Jeffry Liebscher, the 54-year 



old Rhinelander man 

convicted of hitting and 

killing a motorcyclist last 

year will be sentenced April 

20th.   

Fire in Antigo yesterday 

closed Hwy 45 at North 

Avenue for several hours.  

The house fire reported 

around 1:15.  No other 

details were available.   

An Antigo native is the next 

Adjutant General of the 

Wisconsin National Guard.  

Governor Tony Evers 

yesterday appointed Air 

Force Brigadier General 

Paul Knapp to the position.  

He replaces Major General 

Donald Dunbar, who retired 

last year amid a review of 

the Guard’s failure in 

handling allegations of 

sexual assault, harassment 

and retaliation.   
 

 
Kids across the state test 
positive for flu News 2/25/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Doctors at U-W Health in 

Madison report more kids 

tested positive for the flu in 

the last week than in the 



entire flu season to this 

point.  The hospital reports 

125 pediatric patients 

tested positive.  Statewide, 

10 times as many kids have 

tested positive – 821 – for 

flu, compared to last year.  

A Milwaukee child died 

from flu complications last 

week – the third death of 

the current flu season.  

Adults are getting sick, too.  

State officials say 929 adults 

tested positive, compared 

to 198 at this time last year. 

The former owner of Dairy 

State Cheese Company in 

Rudolph is expected to 

reach a plea deal with 

state prosecutors.  Michael 

Moran is accused of 

defrauding 83 farmers by 

forging their names on what 

are called underpayment 

checks, then taking the 

money for his own use.  

Investigators say the crimes 

were conducted between 

January 2012 and April 



2018, with a total theft of a 

little over 21-thousand 

dollars.  Criminal charges 

against Moran were filled 

last month. 

More information about the 

fire that closed Hwy 45 

through Antigo for several 

hours yesterday afternoon.  

The blaze reported at the 

intersection of North 

Avenue and 45 just after 

1:00 in a building that 

housed both an insurance 

business and a residence.  

All the occupants and 

several pets were safely 

evacuated and the cause 

has yet to be determined.   

Ford is recalling 2018 

through 2020 F-150 trucks to 

fix a problem with the 

daytime running lights.  The 

bright LED lights keep 

working despite switching 

to low beams, limiting 

visibility for oncoming 

traffic.   
 
Stevens Point man arrested News 2/26/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 Oneida County 



in a Rhinelander woman’s 
death 

investigators arrested a 

Stevens Point man in the 

death of a Rhinelander 

woman.  23-year old Dalton 

Kampf was booked on 

charges of first degree 

reckless homicide by 

manufacture/distribution 

and delivery of a controlled 

substance and a probation 

hold.  25-year old Shauna 

Sarkausaus died of a drug 

overdose last August.  The 

investigation is ongoing.   

In a letter to the president, 

Senator Tammy Baldwin 

asked for immediate 

support for the state’s 

lumber industry.  She said 

the ongoing trade war and 

retaliatory tariffs from China 

are hurting local loggers.  

The Wisconsin Democrat 

said China is buying 

hardwood from other 

countries and that market 

may disappear altogether. 

Wisconsin joined nearly 40 

other states into whether 



electronic cigarette maker 

Juul’s advertising targeted 

underage youth.  Attorney 

General Josh Kaul said the 

investigation will look at the 

company’s claims about 

the nicotine content and 

safety of the products.  

Recent studies found nearly 

21% of high school students 

used vaping products.  The 

Trump administration 

approved a law prohibiting 

tobacco sales, including 

vaping products to anyone 

under 21.  A company 

spokesman said they’re 

cooperating with the 

probe.   

You can now get 

everything from speed limits 

to winter road conditions on 

your smartphone.  The 

Department of 

Transportation debuted its 

new 511 app that provides 

current travel information.  

DOT cameras can also be 

monitored.  Routes can be 



plotted and drivers will be 

notified of any problems 

along the way.  Officials say 

the 511 system has been 

operating about a decade 

and with the advancing 

technology the need to 

keep drivers updated 

becomes more important.   

 

 
Polk Co. authorities charge 
Iowa man in a death by 
vehicle News 2/26/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Authorities in Polk County 

are charging an Iowa man 

with homicide by 

intoxicated use of a 

vehicle.  Investigators say 

47-year-old Michael 

Barkema was drunk when 

he caused a fatal accident 

near New Richmond 

Sunday.  The driver of the 

other vehicle, 54-year-old 

Dawn Richter of New 

Richmond, died before she 

could be taken to a 

hospital.  Barkema and two 

passengers in his truck 

escaped injury.  He 

reportedly told deputies he 

had one beer, but his 



blood-alcohol level was 

measured at three-and-a-

half times the legal limit. 

In response to the 

Coronavirus outbreak, the 

University of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee is shutting down 

its study-abroad program in 

South Korea.  More than 24-

hundred people have died 

from the outbreak 

worldwide.  The school 

study abroad director says 

active steps are being 

taken to get students on 

planes and back to the 

United States.  So far, the 

students have reported 

they are sick.  They were a 

part of a year-long 

program. 

Wausau’s City Council last 

night unanimously passed a 

resolution in support of the 

Hmong and Laotion 

communities by opposing 

federal deportation.  The 

Trump administration 

supports it for those 



convicted of a crime.  The 

nationalities have, in the 

past, been protected from 

deportation because Laos 

wouldn’t accept them.  The 

State Department has 

called on the country to 

accept more and has gone 

so far as to offer funding.  

Last week people rallied in 

the city in support that 

included local political 

leader and candidates.  

Officials said the program 

forces families apart and 

putting them at risk in a 

country they’ve never been 

in.   
 

 
Two people die in Shawano 
traffic crash  New 2/27/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Two people died in a 

Shawano traffic crash 

yesterday morning.  A 76 

year old man and 73-year 

old woman, both from 

Shawano were killed when 

their car was hit by a 

pickup that shot a stop sign 

at the intersection of 

Richmond Street and 

Airport Drive.  That driver, a 



76-year old Wabeno 

woman was flown to a 

hospital in the Fox Valley in 

critical condition.  Names 

have not yet been 

released.   

 

The Republican’s $250-

million tax cut bill fell to 

Democratic Governor Tony 

Ever’s veto pen yesterday.  

Evers said school funding 

should come first. 

 

A downtown Rhinelander 

business is honored as the 

first autism friendly 

workplace in Northcentral 

Wisconsin.  Tom’s Drawing 

Board was cited at a 

ceremony last night by the 

Central Wisconsin Autism 

Society.  The business is the 

second in the state to 

receive the recognition.  

Owner Tom Barnett said it’s 

all about inclusion, “offering 

services for children that 

would normally not have 



the opportunity because of 

their autism.  His business is 

a working studio with a 

shop and classroom and 

he’d be more than happy 

to share information with 

other businesses. 

 

The League of Women 

Voters of the Northwoods is 

sponsoring a candidates 

forum for the contested 

races in the Rhinelander 

Common Council.  There 

are three races with 

incumbent Lee Emmer 

challenged by Carrie 

Mikalauski in District 1, 

District 5 will have new 

representation from either 

Gerald Anderson or Wil 

Losch, as will District 7 with 

Eileen Daniel and Bill 

Freudenberg.  The event 

takes place Monday night, 

March 16th at the 

Rhinelander District Library 

meeting room.   
 

 News 3/27/20 12p,5p 1:30 Milwaukee police are 



Milwaukee police say 
investigation into shooting at 
brewery in the early stages 

saying the investigation into 

the Wednesday afternoon 

shooting at Molson Coors 

offices is still in its early 

stages.   The names of the 

five victims who were killed 

won’t be released for the 

next 24-to-48 hours.  Same 

story for the name of the 51-

year-old shooter who killed 

himself.  He’s being 

described as a co-worker 

by employees at the plant.  

Milwaukee police were 

seen searching a few 

homes on the city’s 

northwest side Wednesday 

night in actions that may be 

tied to the man who carried 

out one of the worst mass 

shootings in Wisconsin 

history. 

A government watchdog 

group reports campaign 

chests for Republican 

legislators are bulging with 

cash.  Wisconsin 

Democracy Campaign says 

G-O-P lawmakers and a 



pair of legislative campaign 

committees finished last 

year with more than six-

point-three million dollars in 

the bank.  That dwarfs the 

money held by Democrats 

– who have one-point-six 

million on hand.  

Republican Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald has 

the most available funding 

at a little over 469-thousand 

dollars. 

The Wisconsin Elections 

Commission will debate 

how to spend a seven-

point-eight million dollar 

federal grant when it meets 

today in Madison.  The 

money from the U-S 

Elections Assistance 

Commission has been 

awarded to enhance 

election security.  The feds 

want to help local clerks 

protect the vote count from 

hackers.  Wisconsin gets the 

money if it can come up 

with one-point-six million 



dollars for a match.  A 

spokesman says the match 

will come from the 

commission’s existing 

budget.  A plan will have to 

be submitted by April. 
 

 
Identities in Shawano car 
fatality released News 2/28/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The identities of the two 

people killed in a Shawano 

crash have been released 

by police.  76-year old 

Orville Jacobs and his wife, 

73-year old Judith, both of 

Shawano, died when their 

vehicle was struck by a 

pickup that shot a stop sign.  

That driver, 76-year old 

Edith Huettl of Wabeno is in 

a Fox Valley hospital.   

Wisconsin is one of six states 

to have a confirmed case 

of the Covid-19 virus.  

Known as the Coronavirus, 

the Trump administration 

has made it clear the 

country is prepared for a 

possible outbreak.  That 

includes the Marshfield 

Health Care System, where 



officials have a system in 

place should a patient turn 

up and applaud the state 

for keeping providers and 

the public informed about 

the virus.  Much like the flu, 

which is at a much more 

dangerous level right now, 

precautions as simple as 

good hygiene can help.   

Bernie Sanders got a 10% 

bump in the latest 

Marquette Law School Poll 

in Wisconsin and for the first 

time puts him on top of the 

list of presidential 

contenders.  29% of 

registered voters pick the 

Vermont Senator, who last 

month had him at 19%.  

Michael Bloomberg took a 

leap to 17% while Joe Biden 

continues to fall, going from 

23-to-15%.  President 

Trump’s approval rating 

continues to increase in the 

state, now pulling 48%, his 

highest since taking office.  

But his disapproval rate is 



also 48%, the second time 

it’s been below 50. 

Ticket prices are going up 

for Packer games this 

season.  Expect increases 

up to $7 during the regular 

season. 

 

 
State homeowners pay 
some of the highest property 
taxes in the country News 2/28/20 12p,5p 1:30 

The Wisconsin Elections 

Commission says it 

identified 10 computers in 

six communities that aren’t 

up to date, meaning they 

are susceptible to hacking.  

The commission is warning 

those communities but 

hasn’t named them.  More 

than one million dollars was 

recently made available to 

clerks needing to upgrade 

their computers, but not all 

local officials took 

advantage of the 

opportunity.  The next step 

would be for the state 

commission to name the 

communities which are 

failing to keep their 

equipment up-to-date. 



Approval of a resolution 

earlier this week means 

Monroe County has 

become the fourth county 

in Wisconsin to declare itself 

a Second Amendment 

sanctuary.  Wednesday’s 

15-to-1 vote means the 

county opposes any 

constitutional changes to 

the “right to bear arms.”  

Board Chairman Pete 

Peterson says he has heard 

complaints that the issue 

was pushed through too 

quickly without enough 

community notice and time 

for debate and discussion.  

He says taking it slower 

would have lessened the 

outcry, but it would have 

passed anyway.  Oneida 

County’s Public Safety 

Committee revisited a 

similar resolution and will be 

presenting it to the full 

board next month. 

It’s no big surprise to 

Wisconsin homeowners:  



they pay some of the 

highest property taxes in 

the nation.  A report from 

the financial website 

WalletHub ranks the Badger 

State fifth for taxes among 

the 50 states.  WalletHub 

based its rankings on a 205-

thousand-dollar home.  

That’s the median home 

value in the U-S.  

Democratic Governor Tony 

Evers and Republican 

leaders of the legislature 

are offering competing 

plans to lessen the property 

tax burden. 
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More info on a Rhinelander 
High School student arrest News 3/2/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

There’s no new information 

this morning following the 

arrest of a Rhinelander High 

School student last week.  



18-year old Austin Sauer is 

expected to be charged 

with fourth degree sexual 

assault, child enticement 

and exposure following an 

alleged incident in a 

gender-neutral restroom at 

the school.  The Oneida 

Country Sheriff’s Office 

considered it an isolated 

incident and the student 

was removed from the 

building.  The investigation is 

still in progress. 

A special meeting of the 

Rhinelander School Board 

today may award the 

contracts for the new 

Hodag Sports Complex.  

The nearly $7-million project 

will house facilities for 

multiple outdoor sports 

beneath an air supported 

dome covering almost 

100,000 square feet.  

Groundbreaking is set for 

later this month with the 

facility ready for use by 



September.   

Calling for unity within the 

Democratic Party, Pete 

Buttigieg ended his 

campaign for president 

yesterday.  The former 

mayor of South Bend, 

Indiana had been a 

contender earlier but the 

campaign sputtered in 

South Carolina’s primary.  

He hasn’t publically 

endorsed another 

candidate as yet.   

Republican Michael Opela 

announced he’ll continue a 

write-in campaign for 

Wisconsin’s 7th 

Congressional District.  He 

was beaten in last month’s 

primary by State Senator 

Tom Tiffany who’ll face 

Wausau School Board 

President Tricia Zunker in the 

special election May 12th.   

Management and staff at 

the Molson Coors plant in 

Milwaukee will hold a 



meeting this morning to 

come together before 

returning to work.  Security 

has been stepped up 

following last week’s 

shooting that killed five 

employees and the 

assailant.  Officials said 

Miller brewing will resume 

operations tonight.   

 

  
State representative 
announces a run for state 
senate seat News 3/2/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 State Representative Mary 

Felzkowski announced she’s 

running for the State Senate 

in the 12th district.  The Irma 

Republican currently serves 

the 35th Assembly District, 

first elected in 2012.  State 

Senator Tom Tiffany 

represents the district now 

and is running for 

Congressman Sean Duffy’s 

seat in Washington.  In a 

statement Felzkowski said 

she believes it’s crucial the 

Northwoods have a strong, 

conservative voice 

representing the district 

down in Madison. 



A 30 year old Minocqua 

man was arrested last night 

after attempting to flee 

from a Lincoln County 

deputy. A deputy stopped 

a vehicle on Hwy 51 near 

Crass Rd. for a speeding 

violation. When the deputy 

approached the vehicle 

the suspect fled. The pursuit 

ended safely near Lincoln 

Dr. after a deputy was able 

to successfully deploy a tire 

deflation device. The driver 

was arrested on a felony 

charge of fleeing and was 

cited for speeding and 

driving without a valid driver 

license.  

Rhinelander High School 

students get a crash course 

in budgets and finance 

tomorrow.  Rhinelander 

Partners In Education offers 

its annual Mad Money 

program, providing 

financial information used in 

everyday life through 

hands-on sessions.  More 



than two dozen businesses 

will also be on hand 

providing mock interviews 

for students to get real life 

experience in a job 

interview setting. 

US Customs and Border 

Protection discovered more 

than 3200 counterfeit dolls, 

destined for Ranier, 

Minnesota.  The seizure had 

an estimated retail value of 

nearly $71,000.  The toys 

were in a rail container at 

the International Falls Port of 

Entry. 
 

  
Rhinelander high school 
eliminates gender neutral 
bathroom after assault News 3/3/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Rhinelander High School no 

longer has a gender neutral 

restroom, after an alleged 

sexual assault.  18-year old 

Austin Sauer was arrested 

last week and faces 

charges of 4th degree 

sexual assault, child 

enticement and exposure.  

The victim is a female 

student under 18.  

Superintendent Kelli Jacobi 

said there was never a 



threat to other students and 

the suspect was removed 

from the grounds.  Sauer is 

free on a $1500 signature 

bond and back in court 

next month.   

 

A sign of the times at 

Lakeland High School in 

Minocqua as classrooms 

are now equipped with 

trauma kits.  School 

shootings continue and 

districts take part in active 

shooter training to deal with 

them.  Should someone be 

wounded, school resource 

officer William Trojan said 

teachers can tend wounds 

before medical staff arrives.  

He hopes to never use 

them.   

 

The Marathon County 

Sheriff’s office reports two 

juveniles went through the 

ice on the Wisconsin River 

yesterday afternoon.  A 

good Samaritan witnessed 



the pair going in near the 

shore by the Bridge Street 

bridge and held out a tree 

branch to help them get 

out of the water.  Officials 

remind people ice 

conditions are changing 

rapidly and to exercise 

caution.   

 

Several events are planned 

today as Lincoln County 

Supervisor Calvin Callahan 

announces plans to run for 

the 35th Assembly District.  

Mary Felzkowski currently 

holds that seat and 

announced over the 

weekend she’s seeking the 

seat of State Senator Tom 

Tiffany in the 12th Senate 

District as he campaigns for 

Congress.  Chairman of the 

Lincoln county republican 

party, Callahan has stops in 

Tomahawk, Merrill and 

Antigo. 
 

  
Rhinelander sports complex 
coming along with bids being News 3/3/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 The Rhinelander School 

Board last night put the new 



accepted for being built Hodag Sports Complex on 

a completion track by 

awarding bids.  The general 

site contractor will be 

Musson Brothers of 

Rhinelander on a $2.7-

million bid.  Building 

construction will be done 

by SD Ellenbeck, Inc of 

Athens with a winning 

$3.16-million bid.  The turf 

bid of $319,088 went to 

South Carolina based 

Sprinturf.  The total cost 

comes in just over $6.2-

million.  Alternate bids were 

also accepted, totaling 

$327,000 for varsity and 

junior varsity softball field 

upgrades, reconstruction of 

the JV baseball field and 

the pedestrian lighting.  The 

board also heard a 

presentation about the 

upcoming student trips to 

France this month in light of 

the coronavirus scare.  Staff 

will decide about traveling 

Friday afternoon after 



consulting with the 

American Council for 

International Studies who 

sponsors the trip, the Center 

for Disease Control and the 

state department.  Should 

the trip not be possible, two 

optional dates were 

submitted for June and 

November.   

A quick batch of light snow 

this morning may have 

contributed to a rollover in 

Marathon County.  The 

accident reported just 

before 7:30 where an SUV 

rolled into the median on 

Hwy 51 between Bridge 

Street and Hwy U in 

Wausau.  A number of 

vehicles sliding off roads 

were reported.   

Governor Tony Evers signed 

a bill yesterday requiring 

suicide hotline resources to 

be listed on student IDs.  

Suicide is the second 

leading cause of death 

among young people in 



the state.  The student I-Ds 

will also include state and 

national level phone 

numbers for help.   
 

  
Stevens Point police chief 
put on administrative leave News 3/4/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Stevens Point Police Chief 

Martin Skibba is on 

administrative leave.  City 

Attorney Andrew Beveridge 

confirms the suspension and 

is investigating a potential 

violation of department 

rules.   

 

Governor Tony Evers meets 

with health officials and 

political leaders today on 

what’s being done to deal 

with the coronavirus.  One 

person in the state has 

contracted it.  More than 

100 have the CoVid-19 virus 

nationwide.  Evers wants 

policy makers up to date 

with the latest information. 

 

A number of new DNR 

fishing regulations go into 

effect April 1st.  Included 



are a year round catch and 

release season for bass 

statewide, except posted 

areas.  The daily bag limit 

for cisco and whitefish will 

now be 10 fish in total.  And 

the closing date of the 

muskellunge fishing season 

will be Dec. 31 on open 

water in the Northern Zone 

north of US Highway 10, 

including Wisconsin-

Michigan boundary waters 

and outlying waters of Lake 

Michigan and Green Bay 

north of Waldo Boulevard in 

Manitowoc.  Open water is 

considered to include any 

conditions that do not allow 

ice to be used as a 

platform for fishing.  On the 

Wisconsin-Michigan 

boundary waters, the musky 

season will open June 1 

and the minimum length 

limit for musky will be 50 

inches.  Other new 

regulations are on the DNR 



website. 

The majority of snowmobile 

trails in Marathon County 

will close this week.  

Effective at eight this 

morning, zones 2,3 & 4 will 

close.  Zone 5 will be 

evaluated tomorrow and 

zone one closes Friday. 
 

  
Man will be held on second 
trial after killing girl scouts 
and a mother News  3/4/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 The man found guilty of 

killing three Girl Scouts and 

a mother now faces a 

second trial – this one in 

Rusk County.  Colten Treu is 

accused of crashing a 

company truck into a ditch 

after smoking pot last year.  

Drugs were found in that 

truck.  He faces drug 

charges and a charge of 

operating with a restricted 

controlled substance.  That 

accident happened about 

a month before he hit and 

killed the four people in 

Chippewa County, leading 

to a guilty verdict on four 

counts of vehicular 



homicide. 

The move in has begun at 

the new Marshfield 

Minocqua Medical Center.  

Slated for an April opening, 

all the work on critical 

safety items was finished 

allowing for occupancy.  

The new facility features 

four operating rooms, 

procedure rooms, 12 

private rooms, birthing 

center, 24-hour emergency 

services, imaging and lab 

space, radiology, 

pharmacy and more.   

The Women’s Community 

of Wausau serves nearly 

2000 individuals of all ages 

annually.  The need for the 

service is unfortunately 

increasing and the need for 

funding for victim help is 

great.  The Ruder-Ware law 

firm, celebrating its 100th 

anniversary wanted to 

commemorate the event 

by giving back to the 

community and donated 



$10,000 to the TWC.  They’re 

one of ten non-profit 

recipients of the funding.   

Ice anglers are reminded 

permanent ice shacks are 

to be removed from waters 

north of Hwy 64 and all 

other outlying waters by the 

end of that day.  Earlier 

deadlines covered inland 

and boundary waters.  The 

DNR and local officials also 

remind people to be 

mindful of the ice 

conditions.   
 

  
Rhinelander school district 
preparing for Coronavirus 
plans News 3/5/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The School District of 

Rhinelander’s preparedness 

planning team, including 

the Oneida County Health 

Department, medical 

advisors, superintendent, 

school nurses and 

administrators reviewed 

and updated the infectious 

disease and pandemic 

preparedness plan in the 

wake of the coronavirus 

scare.  Officials say they’ll 

continue to follow the 



updates and guidance of 

the centers for disease 

control as more information 

about covid-19 evolves.  An 

updated copy of the plan is 

available on the district’s 

website.  The last time 

schools in the area had to 

use a pandemic plan was 

for the H1N1 flu virus in 2009. 

Federal charges are 

pending for a former DC 

Everest teacher.  38-year 

old Travis Greil was already 

charged in Marathon 

County Court on child 

pornography charges.  The 

US Department of Justice is 

now charging him with six 

counts of attempting to use 

a minor to engage in 

sexually explicit conduct in 

a video.  While teaching at 

Everest between 2015 and 

earlier this year, Griel tried 

to produce child porn, with 

six minors, using an iPad.  His 

federal court appearance 

has yet to be set.   



Governor Tony Evers 

announced $75-million in 

Transportation Grants have 

been awarded across the 

state, projects in Lincoln 

and Marathon counties 

among them.  Florence, 

Oneida and Iron counties 

didn’t make the list.  

The Demmer Memorial 

Library in Three Lakes is 

among 261 in the nation 

recognized on, “America’s 

Star Library” list.  The award 

represents the top 4% of 

libraries and cites per 

capita service, visits, 

program attendance and 

public use of computers 

and wifi.  Over 6000 libraries 

across the country are 

ranked. 
 

  
Snow blankets the area 
today News 3/5/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wet snow began falling 

early today, piling up 

quickly and contributing to 

a number of accidents 

across much of the listening 

area.  The weather may 

have been a contributing 



factor in a minor plane 

crash at the 

Rhinelander/Oneida 

County Airport this morning.  

The pilot was transported by 

ambulance to the hospital.  

No other information was 

available.  Officials again 

remind drivers to slow down 

and leave enough room 

between you and the 

vehicle in front of you and 

turn the lights on.   

A daycare owner in 

Oconto County is accused 

of neglecting children 

supposed to be in her care, 

resulting in a broken arm for 

one infant.  Thirty-six-year-

old Nicole Brewer faces 

seven counts of child 

neglect.  Authorities were 

told the child was hurt at a 

home daycare in the Town 

of Chase last month. 

The White House says a 

planned visit by Vice 

President Mike Pence to 

Onalaska has been 



canceled.  Mrs. Pence will 

now visit St. Paul while the 

vice president travels to 

Washington state.  Pence is 

heading the country’s 

response to the coronavirus 

threat. 

Wisconsin has joined 18 

other states in a suit filed to 

stop the federal 

government from spending 

three-point-eight billion 

dollars to build a wall along 

the Mexican border.  That 

money had previously been 

set aside to be used for 

resources and equipment 

needed by the National 

Guard.  Wisconsin could 

miss out on more than 100 

million dollars in funding for 

military equipment made 

by companies here.  

Governor Tony Evers says 

diverting the money would 

negatively impact 

Wisconsin’s economy and 

the safety of its 

communities. 
 



  
Fed Ex to remove wreckage 
of plane that crashed at the  
Rhinelander airport News 3/6/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 FedEx will remove the 

wreckage of a light plane 

today that crashed at the 

Rhinelander/Oneida 

County Airport yesterday 

morning.  The single engine 

plane flies in freight for the 

company from Milwaukee 

daily and flipped on 

landing, injuring the pilot.  

The accident closed the 

airport for hours with 

incoming Delta flights using 

a different runway.  Airport 

officials say they’ll return to 

normal operations this 

morning.  The FAA and 

National Transportation 

Safety Board continue their 

investigation into the crash.   

 

Missing and murdered 

indigenous women were on 

the agenda this week in 

Madison.  Native American 

and Native Alaskan women 

and girls are murdered at 

rates more than 10 times 

the national average. 



Representative Beth Myers 

of Bayfield  co-sponsored a 

bill to address that with a 

task force in Wisconsin, 

home to 11 tribes.  A daily 

reminder is seen entering 

Lac du Flambeau with a 

large billboard seeking 

information about the 

death of Susan Poupart, 

murdered in 1990  In 

November of last year, U.S. 

Attorney General William 

Barr announced a national 

strategy to address missing 

and murdered Native 

Americans. 

 

Fourteen people are now 

being tested for the 

coronavirus in Wisconsin.  

The Department of Health 

Services says there’ve been 

39 tests, 14 are pending, 24 

were negative and one 

positive.  That person was 

found non-contagious and 

released from isolation.   

 

https://www.justice.gov/usao-mt/pr/attorney-general-william-p-barr-launches-national-strategy-address-missing-and-murdered
https://www.justice.gov/usao-mt/pr/attorney-general-william-p-barr-launches-national-strategy-address-missing-and-murdered


The largest competition of 

its kind, the World 

Championship Cheese 

Contest named Michael 

Spycher of Switzerland 

champion.  Running since 

1957 the event, held in 

Madison, featured a record 

breaking 3667 entries.  

Seven of the 20 finalists 

were from the US, three 

from Wisconsin.   
 

  
Former Presidential 
candidate Bloomberg will still 
be active in the election 
process News 3/6/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 A presidential candidate 

no more, businessman 

Michael Bloomberg is still a 

player in the Democratic 

race.  Bloomberg says he 

will fund an anti-Trump 

operation in six 

battleground states, 

including Wisconsin.  

Bloomberg says he will pay 

for field offices for former 

Vice President Joe Biden’s 

campaign.  It will be 

conducted through a 

committee that won’t 

coordinate with any 

campaign, but legal details 



are still being worked out.  

Bloomberg left the race 

Wednesday after weak 

performances in 14 Super 

Tuesday states.  Once he 

made that decision, he 

immediately endorsed 

Biden. 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services has 

confirmed the number of 

pending tests for the 

coronavirus more than 

doubled Thursday.  There 

were a half-dozen 

Wednesday and now the 

number is 14.  State officials 

report only one of the 39 

people who have been 

tested were found to be 

positive for coronavirus.  

Governor Tony Evers and D-

H-S Secretary designee 

Andrea Palm continue to 

say the risk to the general 

public in Wisconsin is very 

low. 

Mosinee’s City Council 

votes Monday on placing a 



new multi-purpose athletic 

training facility.  The plans 

for a 30,000 square foot 

building were unanimously 

endorsed by the city’s 

planning commission and 

will go on a site owned by 

Crystal Finishing Systems in 

the Central Wisconsin 

Business Park.  Owners Mark 

and Laurie Matthiae 

proposed the project that 

will accommodate hockey, 

basketball, volleyball, 

baseball and other sports.  

No city funds will be used 

according to plans, with 

money coming from the 

Matthiae family and other 

donations.  City officials 

said there were never any 

concerns about the 

proposal. 
 

  
School programs locally 
being affected by the Covid 
outbreak New 3/9/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 As the world grapples with 

the effects of the covid-19 

coronavirus, the outbreak 

has affected school 

programs here in 

Rhinelander.  High school 



student travel to France 

and Germany over next 

week’s spring break has 

been canceled.  School 

district staff has been 

monitoring the virus, staying 

up to date with CDC and 

state department alerts as 

well as meeting with district 

medical advisors regarding 

European travel.  Plans to 

reschedule are being 

reviewed.   
 

A rather light agenda 

greets the Rhinelander 

Common Council 

tonight…until it reaches the 

point of going into closed 

session.  Several weighty 

issues are on the agenda 

including collective 

bargaining agreements 

with the city’s fire and 

police departments and, 

reaction to the DNR’s letter, 

charging the airport as a 

responsible party over the 

PFAs contamination that 



shut down two city wells 

near the facility.  Officials 

with the city, Oneida 

County and the Airport 

formally asked the DNR to 

rescind the letter.  Review 

of several lawsuits for the 

city will also be discussed, 

one dealing with the PFAs 

issue and lawsuit from the 

National Rural Water 

Association, the wrongful 

termination suit involving 

former public works 

department head Tim 

Kingman and the appeal of 

the recent walking quorum 

challenge filed by Heather 

Holmes on behalf of the 

Lakeland Times and 

Northwoods River News.  

Earlier this year Oneida 

County Circuit Judge 

Michael Bloom ruled the 

Mayor and several 

aldermen did not violate 

the state’s open meetings 

law after drafting a letter 

critical of council president 



George Kirby. The 

meeting’s at 6:00 at City 

Hall.   
 

  
Another snowmobile fatality 
over the weekend  News 3/9/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 A 61-year old man is the 

state’s 18th snowmobile 

fatality following a 

weekend crash in Langlade 

County.  The Sheriff’s 

Department reported the 

accident late Saturday 

morning in Upham 

Township.  The operator, 

whose name has not been 

released, was reported 

dead at the scene. 

 

An investigation into a meth 

lab in Antigo led to the 

arrest of two people.  The 

police department 

discovered the inactive lab 

at a house on the 800 block 

of first avenue, Saturday.  

Police collected all 

necessary evidence and 

hazardous substances were 

properly disposed of.  

Names of the suspects 

have yet to be released.   



 

A 30-year old Rhinelander 

man was arrested on drug 

charges yesterday by 

Lincoln County deputies, 

following the report of a 

wanted man who was 

supposed to be at a 

location north of Merrill.  The 

K9 unit alerted to drugs in 

the man’s vehicle.  Along 

with an outstanding Oneida 

County warrant, the man 

was arrested for possession 

of drug paraphernalia, 

possession with intent to 

deliver a variety of drugs, 

possession of narcotics, THC 

and resisting arrest.   

 

Earlier this year, Michigan-

based Badger Minerals 

revealed plans to take core 

samples in the remote 

northeast corner on Oneida 

County.  Yesterday, over 

100 walked nearly eight 

miles in protest of the plan, 

which is near the Wolf River.  



They carried signs, chanted 

and sang songs in support 

of the environment, 

beginning in Mole Lake and 

ended in Crandon.  Should 

the drilling take place, it 

would be the first time any 

exploratory drilling took 

place in the county since 

the 1980s.     
 

  
Rhinelander city 
administrator arrested 
yesterday News 3/10/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Nearly four months after 

Rhinelander’s City Hall was 

put on lockdown and 

search warrants executed, 

City Administrator Daniel 

Guild was arrested 

yesterday.  He’ll be in court 

this afternoon to answer to 

charges of tampering with 

public records and 

misconduct in office, both 

felonies.  Investigators have 

been working on the case 

more than a year.  Mayor 

Chris Frederickson in a 

statement said the city will 

cooperate in the matter 

and business will continue.  

Since November, Alderman 



Lee Emmer has been 

calling for Guild’s 

suspension.  Yesterday, 

both he and fellow 

alderperson Dawn Rog 

called for an emergency 

agenda item for last night’s 

common council meeting.  

Rog, who hasn’t attended 

a meeting for some time, 

also requested suspending 

the rules and allow those 

who are unable to attend, 

to be able to call in.  

Council president George 

Kirby has also been absent 

of late.  After considerable 

discussion, a meeting was 

set for Friday night to 

determine Guild’s future.   

 

Investigators with the DNR 

and US Fish & Wildlife 

Service are looking for help 

in solving several fatal 

poisonings of domestic 

dogs and wildlife.  

Dangerous toxic substances 

were used in the deaths, 



reported in Florence, Forest 

and Marinette counties.  

The incidents have 

happened over the last 

year.  The animals become 

severely ill after eating 

what’s been left out and 

death soon follows.   

 

Due to the recent mild 

temperatures and rapidly 

deteriorating trail 

conditions, Oneida County 

will be closing all 

snowmobile trails as of noon 

today.  Lincoln County will 

also close the final zone of 

their trail system this 

morning.   

 
 

  
Wis. Health services says 
another person In the state 
has tested positive for the 
Covid virus News 3/10/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 The Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services confirms 

a second person has tested 

positive for coronavirus in 

the state.  That patient is 

staying at home in Pierce 

County after being 

exposed while traveling.  

No names have been 



released.  Wisconsin D-H-S 

says people who have 

traveled to locations where 

there are active cases 

should self-monitor and self-

quarantine.  State officials 

plan to hold a media 

briefing today (Thursday) to 

answer more questions 

about coronavirus. 

The University of Wisconsin 

System says five of its 

campuses are phasing out 

coal as a heat source.  The 

statewide contract to 

provide coal for the 

campuses will be allowed 

to expire in June.  

Campuses in Oshkosh, 

Platteville, Stevens Point, 

Stout and Superior have 

upgraded their boilers to 

run mainly on natural gas – 

with fuel oil as a backup.  A 

spokesperson for U-W-

Platteville says the 

switchover will reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions 

due to heat generation by 



20 percent.  

Two incidents at high school 

basketball games last 

weekend have referees 

seeking legal protections 

again.  Cell phone video 

shows Alex 

Antetokounmpo, the 

younger brother of the 

Milwaukee Bucks star, 

charging at several officials 

after a triple-overtime 

game Saturday.  At a 

second incident on the 

same day, somebody in the 

crowd at a game threw a 

full water bottle from the 

balcony, hitting a referee 

on the head.  Legislation to 

increase the punishment for 

harassing a sports official 

didn’t make it through the 

last legislative session, but 

supporters haven’t given up 

on the idea – saying it is 

needed for safety. 

 

  
Arrested Rhinelander city 
administrator makes his News 3/11/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Rhinelander City 

Administrator Daniel Guild 



initial appearance in court  made his initial 

appearance via video from 

jail yesterday in Oneida 

County Court, formally 

charged with misconduct in 

office.  The 40-year old 

Guild was arrested Monday 

morning on his way into 

town following a year long 

investigation that led to a 

search warrant being 

executed that shut down 

city hall last November.  

Officials sought potentially 

tampered emails released 

as part of an open records 

request and a missing 

personnel file for a former 

city employee.  

Investigators say Guild 

changed parts of those 

emails and withheld 

documents from authorities 

when they were requested.  

Judge Patrick O’Melia 

ordered a $5000 signature 

bond and set March 30th at 

10:30 for the preliminary 

hearing.  Rhinelander’s 



common council meets 

Friday night to discuss 

Guild’s future. 

 

A Park Falls man gets jail 

time following a conviction 

on charges of child-

enticement.  54-year old 

William Brunkow was found 

guilty in January of 

attempting to meet an 

underage girl after meeting 

online.  He was met by 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Deputies.  He was 

sentenced yesterday to 

seven months in jail and five 

years probation.   

 

Two people are jailed 

following a drug bust in the 

town of Nashville.  The 

Forest County Drug Task 

Force executed a search 

warrant at a residence on 

Frontage Road are arrested 

32-year old Amanda 

Bildeau of Crandon and 33-

year old Marvin Batton of 



Milwaukee.  Both face 

numerous felony drug 

charges after herion, 

fentanyl and cocaine were 

discovered with a street 

value in excess of $47,000.  

Both remain held on cash 

bonds. 
 

  
9 out of 10 students in the 
state in the class of 19’ 
graduated in 4 years 
according to recent stats News 3/11/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 Nine out of 10 students in 

the Wisconsin Class of 2019 

completed their high school 

education in four years.  

The Wisconsin Department 

of Public Instruction reports 

that continues an upward 

swing.  The graduation rate 

was 88-point-six percent in 

2017, 89-point-six percent in 

2018 and now 90 percent.  

The report from State 

Superintendent Carolyn 

Stanford Taylor’s office finds 

improvements among the 

smaller subgroups of 

students – like blacks, 

Hispanics and those 

learning to speak English. 

Clark County officials from 

the health department, law 



enforcement agencies and 

school districts discussed 

underage drinking at a 

town hall meeting last 

night.  Numbers from a 

Youth Risk Behavior Study 

found more than one-fourth 

of Clark County high school 

students said they drank 

alcohol at least once in the 

last 30 days.  Nineteen 

percent of seventh and 

eighth graders made the 

same admission.  Those 

leaders discussed possible 

ways to improve the 

situation.  

President Donald Trump’s 

reelection campaign 

makes a stop in Milwaukee 

next week.  The event next 

Thursday is planned to bring 

Catholics from across the 

country together to support 

the president.   The event 

will launch the “Catholics 

for Trump” coalition. 

Lieutenant Governor 

Mandela Barnes hosted a 



meeting of Wisconsin state 

leaders in Stevens Point 

yesterday to talk about 

efforts to combat climate 

change.  Members of the 

governor’s Task Force on 

Climate Change come 

from agriculture, small 

business, utilities and the 

indigenous communities.  

An Alliant Energy 

representative said they’re 

reducing carbon emissions 

from fossil fuel generation 

over the next 30 years.  

Recommendations will go 

to Governor Tony Evers in 

August. 
 

  
3 more cases of the Covid 
have hit the state News 3/12/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Three more cases of the 

covid-19 coronavirus have 

hit Wisconsin.  Confirmed 

cases were identified in 

Waukesha and Fond du 

Lac Counties.  Much of the 

state is now taking 

precautions as UW-Madison 

is suspending in-person 

classes for at least three 

weeks.  UW-Green Bay will 



suspend them the last week 

of March.  Everyone going 

to the VA Hospitals in 

Madison and Milwaukee will 

be screened for the virus.  

The NBA suspended the 

season yesterday after the 

first player was diagnosed.  

Utah Jazz center Rudy 

Gobert tested positive.  The 

Bucks were to play Boston 

tonight.  The NCAA will play 

in empty stadiums.  The 

WIAA announced the state 

girls basketball tournament 

and boys sectionals will 

continue this week but 

they’re closely monitoring 

conditions.   

Three people were arrested 

as officers in Forest County 

bust another drug 

operation.  The Sheriff’s 

office and Crandon Police 

searched an apartment on 

North Lake Avenue 

discovering packages of 

meth, prescription pills, 

marijuana and other 



paraphernalia.  Arrested 

were 51-year old Glenda 

Parks and 23-year old Kayla 

Blair of Crandon and 31-

year old Thomas LaBarge of 

Lac du Flambeau.  All are 

jailed on a number of 

felonies including probation 

holds.   

The Wisconsin Public Service 

Foundation awarded the 

Hodag Schools Foundation 

a $25,000 grant for the new 

Hodag Sports Complex.  

Senior Communications 

Specialist Leah Van Zile said 

the complex embodies the 

concept of community, 

health and education and 

will have a lasting impact 

on generations to come.  

Earlier this month the school 

board approved bids of 

more than $6.5 million to 

begin the project. 

 

  
Wis. Supreme court has 
been asked to overturn a 
ruling on the voter purge News 3/12/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court has been asked to 

overturn an appeals court 



ruling on the voter purge.  

The conservative Wisconsin 

Institute for Law and Liberty 

asked the high court to 

expedite its consideration 

of the case so it could be 

resolved before the 

November presidential 

election.  The ruling 

stopped the purging of 

more than 200-thousand 

people from the state’s 

voter rolls.  Democrats 

fought the effort saying it 

was intended to make it 

harder for their voters to 

cast ballots.  Wisconsin is 

one of several states critical 

of president Trump’s re-

election effort.   

Vice President Mike Pence 

is scheduled to campaign 

for Republican 

Congressional candidate 

Tom Tiffany in Rothschild 

next week.  Tiffany faces 

Democrat Tricia Zunker in a 

special election May 12th. 

Led by first year coach 



Keegan Kincaid with no 

seniors on the roster, the 

Crandon Cardinals Varsity 

girls basketball team 

surprised everyone by 

securing a spot in the 

Division 4 WIAA state 

tournament for the first 

time…ever.  The girls 

finished the regular season 

22-2 and tied for the 

Northern Lakes Conference 

lead with Elcho.  They take 

on 54-1 and top-seeded 

LaCrosse Aquinas tonight at 

the Resch Center in Green 

Bay.  And unfortunately for 

fans, the WIAA late this 

afternoon announced 

attendance will be limited 

for the remainder of the 

tournaments due to the 

coronavirus scare.  Their 

policy limits attendance to 

88 tickets per team, two 

supervisors and 22 team 

personnel.  Cheerleaders, 

pep bands, school 

photographers, 



videographers and on-site 

sponsors are prohibited.  TV 

coverage will continue and 

local radio coverage will be 

limited.   
 

  
High school sports in the 
state have been cancelled 
due to the Covid virus News 3/13/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Professional and college 

sports, now high school 

sports in Wisconsin are off 

due to the COVID-19 

coronavirus scare.  All 

remaining games of state 

girls and boys basketball 

tournament have been 

cancelled by the WIAA.  

Schools in Crandon and 

Watersmeet are closed 

today.  UW-Stevens Point is 

extending spring break by a 

week.  The Never Forgotten 

Honor Flight next week has 

been moved to September 

7th.  The Rhinelander 

Chamber’s Business 

Showcase is cancelled, 

Vice President Mike Pence’s 

stop in Rothschild next week 

is now off as is Wausau’s 5K 

Run to Remember this 

weekend.  The Wausau 



school district is canceling 

all before and after school 

activities starting Sunday 

through March 29, to 

prevent the spread of 

illnesses.  Beginning 

Monday, all Michigan 

schools will close for three 

weeks.  The list will 

undoubtedly grow as 

organizations abide by the 

state of emergency 

instituted by Governor Tony 

Evers yesterday, 

discouraging public 

gatherings in excess of 250 

people.   

 

Rhinelander’s common 

council meets tonight to 

determine status of city 

administrator Daniel Guild’s 

future.  Guild was arrested 

Monday on charges of 

tampering with public 

records and misconduct in 

office.  He was charged 

with the latter on Tuesday 

and freed on a $5000 



signature bond.  He’s back 

in court the 30th.  The 

council will also entertain a 

motion to rescind their own 

rule of allowing any 

members not in 

attendance to be present 

via telephone.  Several 

members have been to no 

meetings or very few so far 

this year.  To take any 

action a quorum of 2/3rds 

of council members must 

be in attendance.   
 

  
UW health reports calls to 
it’s Covid health line are 
increasing  News 3/13/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 U-W Health reports calls to 

its special coronavirus 

hotline are increasing.  Staff 

members had to respond to 

172 calls Wednesday and 

there have been 600 so far.  

U-W Health says the calls 

increased after President 

Donald Trump discussed the 

coronavirus pandemic 

during a live broadcast 

from the Oval Office 

Wednesday night.   

About 30 National Guard 

soldiers and airmen from 



the state have been 

mobilized to bring 37 

Wisconsinites onboard a 

cruise ship back home.  The 

Wisconsin residents will be 

self-quarantined when they 

return.  They were stuck on 

the Grand Princess, 

currently docked in 

Oakland Harbor, due to the 

coronavirus outbreak.  The 

National Guard drivers will 

then self-monitor for 14 days 

after the mission. 

A jail employee from 

Washburn County is held in 

the Barron County Jail on a 

theft charge.  Barron 

County Sheriff Chris 

Fitzgerald says his 

investigators are handling 

the case because 35-year-

old Brian Wyberg is 

accused of stealing from his 

employer – the Washburn 

County Sheriff’s 

Department.  Wyberg faces 

recommended charges of 

theft, illegal possession of 



prescription drugs and 

misconduct in office.  He 

has worked in Washburn 

County for the last six years 

as a jailer and dispatcher. 

A man who works at 

Weinbrenner Shoe 

Company in Merrill can 

thank his co-workers for 

saving his life.  He went into 

full cardiac arrest Tuesday 

and the company’s first aid 

team quickly performed C-

P-R and shocked him once 

with an A-E-D.  Those team 

members had just been 

trained by the Merrill Fire 

Department.  That included 

creating safety protocols 

and learning how to use the 

A-E-D.  
 

  
The Wood Co. health dept. 
confirms a case of the Covid 
virus News 3/16/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Wood County Health 

Department reports a 

confirmed case of the 

Coronavirus.  The person 

tested positive after 

recently returning from a 

cruise, is isolated at home 

and doing well.  This is the 



latest report as people 

adjust to changes the virus 

brings.  By executive order 

last week Governor Evers 

closed all schools in the 

state beginning 

Wednesday in order to give 

school districts ample time 

to make plans for kids, 

families, educators, and 

staff. 

But many are already 

empty today including 

Merrill, Mosinee, Wausau, 

DC Everest and more.  

Rhinelander is on spring 

break but that’s extended 

with the state order to April 

5th.  Spring sports have 

been suspended by the 

WIAA.  Numerous businesses 

have tailored business hours 

including Wal-Marts where 

24-hour stores are now 

open from 6-to-11.  Many 

are limiting person to 

person contact with 

financial institutions offering 

only drive through services 



as an example.  Coffee 

shops are doing the same 

thing.  Most community and 

civic events involving 

groups of people have 

been either cancelled or 

postponed.   Area hospitals 

and clinics have 

established call centers to 

answer questions and you 

can stay with these NRG 

Media stations and their 

associated websites and 

Facebook pages for up-to-

date information, closings, 

cancellations and other 

details.   

 

A drop in gasoline prices 

are a side-effect of lesser 

demand due to the 

coronavirus outbreak.  

GasBuddy calls this the 

most significant drop in oil 

prices since the 1990s.  The 

average price per gallon in 

the state is two dollars, 19 

cents -  with some as low as 

$1.99. 
 



 
Rhinelander mayor meets 
with other city officials to 
map out a plan for the Covid 
virus in the city News 3/16/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Without Rhinelander City 

Administrator Daniel Guild, 

who was placed on paid 

administrative leave last 

week following his arrest on 

charges of misconduct in 

office, Mayor Chris 

Frederickson and other 

officials met with 

community leaders to 

solidify plans so there can 

be a unified response to the 

COVID-19 virus out-break.   

Frederickson said he wants 

to have as many resources 

as necessary available.  

Meanwhile businesses and 

organizations across north 

central Wisconsin are 

acting on their own, limiting 

personal access in some 

instances, varying hours, 

cancelling group activities, 

meetings and more.  A 

number of schools already 

closed today instead of 

waiting until Wednesday, 

following an executive 

order from the Governor 



last week.  Other drastic 

methods are being 

considered such as closing 

bars and restaurants as 

efforts continue to combat 

the spread of the virus.  The 

Wisconsin Department of 

Health Services reports 346 

people have been tested 

for coronavirus in the state, 

with 33 of them testing 

positive.  The information 

comes from the DHS 

website.  Doctors say one 

patient has recovered after 

testing positive.  The Fond 

du Lac County Department 

of Health reported five 

additional patients there 

have tested positive for the 

coronavirus. 

Because of the situation, 

town clerks are urging 

people to vote absentee 

for the April 7th spring 

election and presidential 

preference primary.  

Newbold Clerk Kim 

Gauthier said Wednesday is 



the deadline to register 

online at myvote dot wi dot 

gov to vote by mail.  After 

that date voters must 

register in person in the 

clerk’s office or at the 

polling place on election 

day.  
 

 
Covid virus cases in the 
state are rising News 3/17/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

New figures out from the 

Wisconsin Department of 

Health Services show there 

are now 14 new cases of 

COVID-19 in the state.  That 

brings the total number of 

positive cases to 47.  An 

increasing number of 

activities, businesses and 

service organizations are 

either closing or adjusting to 

the outbreak.  Yesterday, 

Governor Tony Evers 

ordered a ban on 

gatherings of 50 or more 

people but said critical 

infrastructure and services 

like grocery stores, food 

pantries, childcare centers, 

hospitals and pharmacies 

are exempt.  He also said 



the state is aware of the 

hardships the decision will 

create.  Dollar General 

stores are the latest to react 

to the outbreak, strongly 

encouraging the first hour 

of business be dedicated to 

senior customers so they 

have a chance to get what 

they need first.  While no 

customers would be turned 

away they ask younger 

shoppers to allow older 

residents to shop.  The chain 

will also be closing an hour 

earlier to allow employees 

to clean and re-stock.  It’s 

also meant to benefit those 

workers health and well-

being.  Listeners can check 

this station’s website daily 

for the latest local 

information. 

 

The Rhinelander man 

accused of stealing more 

than $80,000 from the 

northern Remington Oil 

convenience stores was in 



Oneida County Court 

yesterday.  41-year old Aries 

Tatrow managed the BP 

stations in Rhinelander and 

Gleason and was arrested 

in August of 2018 after 

allegedly taking money for 

himself and to pay 

employees off the books.  

Investigators suggest much 

more money may have 

been taken.  Tatrow’s back 

in court May 12th.   
 

 
The state of Wis. Is making 
adjustments in how to 
handle the kids being out of 
school and make up dates News 3/17/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Classes won’t be held in 

Wisconsin schools when kids 

would rather be out 

swimming or playing sports.  

The Wisconsin Department 

of Public Instruction is 

waiving state-mandated 

hour requirements for 

school districts.  The D-P-I 

says it is also pursuing a 

waiver request to the U-S 

Department of Education 

so school districts won’t 

have to make up the class 

time missed due to the 

coronavirus.  State 



education leaders say they 

will work with the Legislature 

and governor to suspend 

state testing requirements 

this spring.  Districts are 

remaining busy by 

providing thousands of 

meals to students who 

need them, including 

Rhinelander who’ll pick up 

that service on the 23rd.  

Superintendent Kelli Jacobi 

told us virtual learning within 

the district begins the 26th. 

The former town clerk for 

Long Lake has been 

sentenced to 18 months in 

prison for stealing more 

than 210-thousand dollars.  

That figure is more than five 

times the original amount 

39-year-old Megan Wilder 

had been accused of 

taking.  Investigators say 

Wilder used town credit 

cards for her personal use, 

including two truck 

payments, clothes for her 

kids, craft supplies and 



other items.  When the 

criminal complaint was first 

filed last August it estimated 

that she had stolen almost 

43 thousand dollars.  Wilder 

was hired in December 

2016 and resigned last 

August. 

They say they want you to 

vote – they just don’t want 

you to go to your polling 

location next month.  

Wisconsin election officials 

are urging voters to make 

their choices in the April 

presidential primary by 

absentee ballot.  

Tomorrow’s the deadline for 

registering.   
 

 
Another Forest Co. drug bust News 3/18/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Another Forest County drug 

bust, this one Monday in the 

Town of Nashville.  29-year 

old Kole McGeschick was 

arrested for felony 

possession with intent to 

deliver and possession of 

drug paraphernalia.  

Deputies with the sheriff’s 

department were called to 



a residence on Sand Lake 

Road Monday morning and 

discovered fentanyl, crack 

cocaine, marijuana, cash 

and other materials.  

McGeschick is jailed on a 

$25,000 cash bond and a 

probation hold. 

 

Following Governor Tony 

Evers’ ban on gatherings of 

more than 10 people in an 

effort to slow the spread of 

the coronavirus, local 

businesses have gotten 

creative.  Restaurants and 

bars across the north are 

offering delivery and 

curbside services for their 

customers who can no long 

enter those buildings.  All 

over the broadcast area 

orders are being taken and 

meals provided.  The 

growing list is refreshed daily 

after 11:00 on this station’s 

website.  Enforcing the new 

mandate is another matter 

and law enforcement is 



allowing a period of time 

for business owners to get 

their affairs in order and 

keep things secure during 

this difficult time.  

Meanwhile area Trig’s stores 

announced there are 

immediate openings for 

jobs ranging from personal 

shoppers to handle their 

delivery and online 

shopping to food service 

and stocking.  They’re 

putting an emphasis on 

displaced workers due to 

the ongoing crisis.   

 

Few details this morning 

about a fire last night at 

Marth Wood Supply on Hwy 

107 in Marathon.  Several 

departments were 

dispatched shortly after 

10:00 to the company that 

manufactures wood 

products including pellets, 

animal bedding and other 

materials.   

 
 



 
State restaurants and bars 
only allowed to offer take out 
or delivery News 3/18/20 12p,5p 1:30 

With Wisconsin Governor 

Tony Evers’ directive 

banning public gatherings 

of 10 or more people, 

restaurants and bars are 

only allowed to offer take 

out or delivery.  A list of 

these services are updated 

each morning around 11:00 

on this station’s website.   

It’s based on the current 

coronavirus pandemic and 

it could carry a 250-dollar 

fine and-or 30 days in jail.  

Evers says he is trying to 

keep Wisconsinites safe and 

healthy by preventing the 

spread of the virus.   

County and local officials 

are urging people to stop 

calling 9-1-1 unless they are 

experiencing a life-safety 

emergency.  They say 

hospitals and other health 

care providers are 

experiencing 

unprecedented call 

volume due to fears of the 

coronavirus pandemic.  



Many people have been 

showing up in emergency 

rooms when they didn’t 

need that kind of medical 

attention.  Authorities say 

that could delay medical 

professionals from helping 

those who do need the 

treatment. 

Officials report there are 

now 90 patients in 

Wisconsin who have been 

diagnosed with active 

coronavirus.  The state 

updates the new of cases 

each day at 2:00 p-m.  

Shortly after the new 

numbers were released 

yesterday, health officials in 

Milwaukee, Washington 

and Fond du Lac counties 

added to the totals – 

pushing the number to 90.  

Community spread has 

been identified in 

Milwaukee, Dane and 

Kenosha counties.  Though 

a specific number wasn’t 

given, state officials say 



some of the patients who 

have been diagnosed are 

in critical condition. 

Wisconsin voters are 

reminded today is the mail-

in and online deadline for 

registering to vote in the 

April 7th presidential 

primary.   
 

 
There are 106 case of Covid 
virus around the state News 3/19/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

There are now 106 

coronavirus cases in 

Wisconsin as businesses and 

organizations adjust to the 

outbreak locally.  The 

Rhinelander Area Food 

Pantry has adequate 

supplies right now and 

customers will be allowed 

to receive goods one at a 

time.  Executive Director 

Guy Hansen says donations 

are still be accepted and 

would be appreciated.  He 

also said steps are being 

taken to make sure new 

items coming in are safe 

from contamination.   

President Donald Trump is 

set to sign a measure, 



passed by the Senate 

yesterday to ensure paid 

benefits like sick and family 

leave, free COVID-19 

testing and boosts to food 

assistance programs. 

After much debate, Oneida 

County became the latest 

2nd Amendment sanctuary 

in the state.  The largely 

symbolic gesture supports 

the people’s right to keep 

and bear arms and would 

resist federal moves to 

change that.   

A two-car crash injured two 

people yesterday.  The 

accident reported just after 

4:00 at the intersection of 

Stevens Street and Hwy 17 

just north of Rhinelander.  

No other information is 

available. 

Stockbridge-Munsee Police 

executed a search warrant 

yesterday, arresting a 45-

year old man.  The raid 

occurred at a residence in 

the Village of Gresham 



where officials seized 

marijuana, vape cartridges, 

marijuana honey oil and 

other substances and 

equipment.  The suspect is 

in the Shawano County Jail.   

A weather system arriving 

today will bring rain today 

before changing over to 

snow tonight.  Forecasters 

predict around 2-4 inches 

north of Hwy 64, 1-3 in the 

Wausau area and a dusting 

to the south.  The Friday 

commute could be quite 

sloppy.   
 

 
State health services 
announces an update in 
Covid virus cases around the 
state News 3/19/20 12p,5p 1:30 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services reports 

the number of confirmed 

coronavirus cases in the 

state reached 113 by 

Wednesday.  State officials 

say community spread 

cases have been identified 

in Dane, Kenosha and 

Milwaukee counties.  

Positive cases of the virus 

have been confirmed in 16 

of the state’s 72 counties.  



Seven confirmed cases 

were added to the total 

after the daily report was 

posted online at 2:00 p-m.  

They were located in 

Ozaukee, Walworth, 

Milwaukee and Fond du 

Lac counties.  Nearly 17-

hundred patients have 

been tested and at least 

two are considered to be 

recovered. 

All Department of Motor 

Vehicle service centers in 

Wisconsin will be closed 

tomorrow (Friday) so they 

can be deep-cleaned and 

reconfigured.  State officials 

say the changes are being 

made to maximize social 

distancing during the 

coronavirus outbreak.  

When those offices reopen 

the following Monday they 

won’t be offering some 

services, including driver’s 

license and C-D-L 

renewals.  D-M-V officials 

say all licenses and C-D-L’s 



set to expire will have an 

automatic 60-day 

extension.  In-person 

services are being limited 

while the virus continues to 

make people sick. 

Walmart is making some 

significant changes amid 

the coronavirus pandemic, 

including putting restrictions 

on some items and creating 

a special “seniors only” 

shopping hour.  There will 

be another shift in business 

hours as, effective today, 

operating hours will be 7am 

to 830pm.  Company 

officials say this will further 

help associates restock 

while continuing to clean 

and sanitize the stores.  

While business hours 

change, associates will 

continue their regular shifts 

with full hours.   
 

 
Wis. Has it’s 1

st
 fatality due 

to the Covid virus News 3/20/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin has its first 

fatalities from the COVID-19 

virus.  The state health 

department reports a man 



in his 50s from Fond du Lac 

County and another in his 

90s from Ozaukee County 

have died.  There are now 

155 positive cases in the 

state.   Local developments 

find the Rhinelander Kohl’s 

store now closed until at 

least the first of April.  In 

store pick up and ship to 

store online orders will not 

be available.  Special 

shopping hours for seniors 

are available at Walmart 

every Tuesday, one hour 

before the stores open.  

Pharmacies and vision 

centers will also be open.  

The first hour at Dollar 

General stores are for those 

over 60, and Goodwill will 

be open 10-11am daily for 

seniors.  Hours for the 

general public are 11-6. 

 

Students in the Rhinelander 

School District are offered 

meals.  Following USDA 

guidelines the meals 



include fruit, vegetables 

and milk along with a 

sandwich or breakfast 

items.  Drive thru pickup is 

available at the high school 

from 7-9am and 3-5pm on 

Monday and Thursday.   

 

A call to the Aspirus hotline 

can get you tested for the 

coronavirus.  A trailer 

outside the Rhinelander 

clinic is staffed to conduct 

the screenings right in the 

parking lot.  Lab results are 

available in seven to 10 

days.  The number for 

appointments is 844-568-

0701…that’s 844-568-0701.  

Testing is also done in 

Antigo, Medford, Stevens 

Point, Wisconsin Rapids and 

Wausau.    

  

The Wisconsin 

Interscholastic Athletic 

Association cancelled their 

April 22nd annual meeting 

and postponed a decision 



on the fate of spring sports 

in light of the virus outbreak. 

 
 

 
The Covid virus is being 
blamed for the steep 
increase in unemployment 
filings News 3/20/20 12p,5p 1:30 

U-S Senate Majority Leader 

Mitch McConnell is 

proposing direct cash 

payments for Americans to 

help them combat the 

coronavirus pandemic.  The 

package is expected to 

cost around one trillion 

dollars.  Wisconsin residents 

who made 75 thousand 

dollars or less last year 

would be eligible for 12-

hundred-dollar payments, 

plus 500 dollars for each 

child.  The amount would 

decrease for people 

making more than that and 

those whose income 

topped 99-thousand dollars 

wouldn’t be eligible.  

McConnell is calling it 

“emergency tax relief” and 

the checks would be in the 

mail quickly.  Senate 

Minority Leader Chuck 

Schumer is pushing back, 



saying the G-O-P plan isn’t 

big enough. 

The coronavirus pandemic 

is being blamed for a steep 

increase in the number of 

preliminary unemployment 

claims filed.  The Wisconsin 

Department of Workforce 

Development reports 15 

thousand claims 

Wednesday alone and 

nearly 30 thousand since 

Sunday.  During the same 

time period last year, the 

state received just over five 

thousand preliminary 

claims. 

With schools across the 

state closed and spring 

activities in flux at the 

moment, there’s no early 

guidance from the 

Wisconsin Interscholastic 

Athletic Association.  The 

Board of control voted to 

cancel their upcoming 

annual meeting, set for April 

22nd and delayed a 

determination on the 



continuation or 

cancellation of the spring 

sports seasons.  In a 

statement the WIAA said a 

clearer position may unfold 

as new developments and 

information become 

available.  Spring sports for 

high schools include track, 

golf, boy’s baseball and 

tennis and girls softball and 

soccer.   
 

 
More new cases of Covid 
across the state News 3/23/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The latest Wisconsin 

Department of Health 

reported 381 new cases of 

COVID-19 in the state.  Up 

100 since Saturday.  

Milwaukee County has 182 

of those, the most in the 

state.  Governor Tony Evers 

yesterday suspended utility 

rules, allowing the Public 

Service Commission to 

increase consumer 

protections amid the 

emergency.  In a statement 

Evers said, “We’re making 

sure folks don’t have to 

make the critical choice 



between keeping their 

utilities on and paying for 

other essentials”.   

Meanwhile, more than 200 

local officials sent the 

Governor a letter telling him 

he hasn’t done enough to 

ensure voters stay safe 

during next month’s 

election.  April 7th is the 

state’s presidential primary 

and state supreme court 

race.  Other states 

postponed primaries in 

hopes of slowing the 

coronavirus spread but 

Evers has insisted it continue 

and vote via absentee 

ballot. 

Local businesses have been 

closing and restaurant 

guests can no long get 

inside for a meal.  There are 

still ways to help.  Some 

ideas include buying gift 

cards, leave positive 

reviews and shop their 

online sites.  You can 

promote your favorite 



places on social media, 

shop over the phone or 

order take out.  And don’t 

forget to leave a tip.  This 

station’s website has over 

20 pages of local and state 

information during the crisis.  

Many businesses have 

specials or deep discounts 

on items and can use your 

support. 

 

Canada’s the first country 

to pull athletes from the 

Tokyo Olympic Games.  The 

International Olympic 

Committee’s expected to 

make a decision on the 

Games within a month. 

 
 

 
Wis. Dept. of revenue is 
giving tax payers extra time 
to file their taxes News 2/23/20 12p,5p 1:30 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Revenue is giving 

taxpayers an additional 90 

days to file their income tax 

return.  The declaration of a 

national emergency 

cleared the way for the 

filing deadline to be 

extended to July 15th.  



Interest and penalties for 

taxpayers will be waived 

and you don’t have to file 

for an extension to wait until 

the later to pay up.  About 

half of all Wisconsin 

taxpayers won’t be 

affected because they 

have already filed their tax 

returns.. 

The Federal Reserve 

announced it will lend to 

small and large businesses 

and local governments as 

well as extend its bond 

buying programs as part of 

a series of sweeping steps 

to support the flow of credit 

through an economy 

ravaged by the viral 

outbreak.  With a 

population on edge and 

shell-shocked financial 

markets poised for the new 

work week, Washington 

labored under the size and 

scope of the $2-trillion 

rescue package that's 

larger than the 2008 bank 



bailout and 2009 recovery 

act combined. 

The state of Wisconsin is 

asking FEMA for help 

getting protective medical 

supplies for law 

enforcement officers and 

firefighters.  The governor’s 

office says the request was 

made for help obtaining 50 

thousand non-surgical 

masks, 10 thousand face 

shields, 11 thousand 

coverall, three thousand N-

95 face masks and 35 

thousand pairs of 

protective gloves.  

Governor Evers says the 

hope is that the federal 

government can identify a 

source for the supplies “as 

quickly as possible.”  The 

state has already accessed 

thousands of items from the 

strategic national stockpile. 
 
 

 
A snowmobile fatality in Vilas 
Co.  News 3/24/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Details of a snowmobile 

fatality in Vilas County are 



just coming out.  Trail 

systems had been closed 

nearly a week prior to the 

accident on the 18th, in the 

Town of Lincoln just after 

midnight.  30-year old 

Amanda Thacker of Eagle 

River was airlifted to 

Wausau where she died.  

This was the 19th 

snowmobile death this 

season.     

 

Beginning today, all non-

essential businesses are 

ordered closed and 

Governor Tony Evers is 

urging people to stay 

home.  The COVID-19 virus 

has now killed five people in 

the state and infected over 

400.  Evers will be signing 

the executive order today.  

Rhinelander’s City Hall is 

now closed except for in-

person absentee voting 

and registration by 

appointment only.  And the 

Rhinelander School District 



cleared up questions 

regarding their food service 

plans, which initially 

seemed like distribution only 

twice a week.  Three meals 

are distributed on the 

Monday pickups and two 

days on Thursday.   

 

And some good news to 

report as the Wisconsin 

Public Service Commission 

approved the Forest 

County grant application 

for expanded broadband 

coverage.  The nearly $1.9-

million in funding will be 

held up due to the virus 

concerns as the county’s 

broadband commission 

cannot meet.  And Dollar 

General stores plan to hire 

up to 50,000 new 

employees by the end of 

April.  The efforts comes 

during the heightened 

demand for household 

items during the COVID-19 

outbreak.  And small 



business owners affected 

by the pandemic are 

getting help from the small 

business administration in 

the form of low interest 

federal disaster loans, to 

cover losses during this time.   
 

 
Wis. Gov. Evers issues a 
“safer at home” order for the 
state News 3/24/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers issued a “Safer at 

Home” order today, 

encouraging people to stay 

at home rather than make 

unnecessary trips.  Workers 

providing essential care 

and services will still be able 

to travel to and from work.  

Evers says people should still 

get out and walk the dogs, 

but limit their travel to things 

like going to the doctor, 

buying groceries or getting 

medication.  Wisconsin 

health officials have 

received 425 positive results 

from more than 75 hundred 

COVID-19 tests.  There have 

been five deaths caused 

by the virus.  Doctors say 

about 10-to-12 percent of 



those who test positive wind 

up needing to be 

hospitalized. 

Republican leaders of the 

Wisconsin Legislature 

meanwhile say their 

constituents need some 

more certainty.  Senate 

Majority Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald and Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos accused 

the governor of causing 

mass confusion with what 

they call his flip-flopping 

reaction to the 

coronavirus.  Fitzgerald and 

Vos say Governor Evers’ 

“Safer at Home” order 

doesn’t include details that 

would let people plan 

ahead.  They say the 

Democratic governor has 

increased the level of 

anxiety in the state during 

the pandemic. 

The Rose Bowl Parade in 

2022 will have a 

Northwoods flavor.  

Northland Pines High 



School’s been invited to 

march in the annual event.  

In an online post from the 

district, "While this 

experience is a once-and-

a-lifetime opportunity for 

our students and 

community, it is yet another 

example of the amazing 

privilege it is to be part of 

the Northland Pines 

community. The 

opportunities and 

experiences offered to our 

students are truly 

remarkable.  
 

 
State health officials 
announce new Covid stats News 3/25/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

State health officials now 

report 457 COVID-19 cases 

in Wisconsin, with 41 new 

ones yesterday.  Five 

people have died, all in 

southern reaches of the 

state.  Yesterday Governor 

Tony Evers explained his 

safer at home order that 

goes into effect at 8:00 this 

morning.  While the public is 

allowed travel to maintain 

health and safety, he says 



the order is there to limit 

contact between people 

to control the spread of the 

virus.  Food and other 

necessary supplies can also 

be obtained as can care 

for a family member in 

another location.  The order 

in its entirety is posted on 

this station’s website.   

 

A grant from the Dept of 

Health and Human Services 

will help communities get 

meals to older adults.  More 

than $4.3-million will fund 

meals in Wisconsin for some 

2.4-million with home 

delivered and packaged 

meals.  The money comes 

from the families first 

coronavirus response act, 

signed by President Trump 

last week.  In addition to 

meals the program provides 

a wide range of personal 

care services.   

 

And early this morning the 



federal House and Senate 

agreed on unprecedented 

emergency legislation to 

rush sweeping aid to 

businesses, workers and the 

health care system crushed 

by the pandemic.  The 

package will give direct 

$1200 payments to most 

Americans and $500 per 

child, expand 

unemployment benefits 

and provide a $367-billion 

program for small 

businesses to keep making 

payroll while workers are 

forced to stay home.  After 

days or often intense 

arguing and mounting 

pressure, lawmakers just 

have to finalize the detailed 

language of the bill.   
 
 

 
Gov. Evers “safer at home” 
order went into effect this 
morning  News 3/25/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers “Safer at Home” order 

went into effect this 

morning and will remain in 

effect for the entire state for 

30 days – ending April 24th, 



unless it is extended.  All 

Wisconsin residents are 

ordered to stay at home 

until their activity is 

considered essential.  

Violating the order is 

punishable by a 250-dollar 

fine and-or up to 30 days in 

jail.  More than a dozen 

businesses have been listed 

as essential and the 

governor says anyone 

traveling to or from an 

essential business can do so 

under his order.  Some of 

those include grocery 

stores, pharmacies, banks, 

businesses that produce or 

transport food and 

beverages, child care 

facilities, charitable 

organizations, media, gas 

stations and other 

businesses needed for 

transportation, hardware 

stores, laundry services, 

hotels and motels, home-

based care services, and 

mail and logistics 



businesses.  

Officials with Husky Energy 

have suspended rebuilding 

work on the refinery in 

Superior due to the 

coronavirus pandemic.  A 

company spokesperson 

pointed to the current 

safety and public health 

risks.  The 400-million-dollar 

project was expected to be 

complete early next year.  

Some construction workers 

are staying on site to keep 

essential functions like the 

wastewater treatment plant 

and gas and diesel 

terminals operating.  

Normally, 200 people would 

be working at the refinery. 

Wisconsin’s deer advisory 

council meetings are held 

every spring in all 72 

counties, which in part set 

the harvest goals for the 

coming hunting season.   

Those meetings will now be 

virtual and a list of dates 

and call-in numbers are 



listed on the DNR website. 
 

 
Vilas Co. joins other counties 
across the state with there 
1

st
 cases of Covid 19 News 3/26/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Vilas joins Clark, Portage 

and Waupaca counties 

with their first cases of 

COVID-19.  The respective 

health departments 

reported the findings 

yesterday.  In Vilas County 

the patient is reportedly a 

65-year old man who 

recently traveled out of 

state.  He’s in stable 

condition.  This brings the 

number of confirmed cases 

in Wisconsin to 588 with six 

fatalities.  Area hospitals are 

responding to the crisis.  

Aspirus Wausau Hospital 

opened and eight bed 

COVID-19 intensive care 

unit.  Another 24-bed facility 

for non-critical patients will 

open soon.  The Ascension 

Medical Group is launching 

drive-thru testing beginning 

today at their hospitals in 

Crandon, Plover and 

Rhinelander.  People must 



see their doctor first.   

Anyone planning on 

attending the Rhinelander 

Common Council meeting 

Monday night has to make 

an appointment with city 

clerk Val Foley, first. A 

protocol is in place to allow 

media access to the 

council chambers three 

hours prior to allow for 

equipment setup.  The 

meeting will be 

livestreamed.   

Wisconsin-based Kwik Trip is 

giving its nearly 26,000 

workers a six week bonus as 

a thank you for their work so 

far during the pandemic.  

The company is adding an 

extra $2 per hour for retail 

and support center 

employees.  Management 

and drivers will see an extra 

$100 per week.  In a letter 

from CEO Don Zietlow, he 

says his co-workers are the 

greatest asset Kwik Trip has.   



Minocqua’s Northwoods 

Wildlife Center is preparing 

for spring newborns with a 

baby shower.  They’re 

seeking donations for the 

infant animals through a 

registry and wish list on smile 

amazon dot com.    

 

 
Car accident west of 
Rhinelander this morning  News 3/26/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Black ice may have 

contributed to an accident 

west of Rhinelander this 

morning.  The crash on Hwy 

K near County N was 

reported shortly after 7:30.  

K was closed for over an 

hour and traffic re-routed.  

One person in the vehicle 

had to be cut out 

extricated and their 

condition is not known.   

Polling places in 

Rhinelander have 

changed.  City Clerk Val 

Foley today announced 

voters at the Oneida 

County Aging & Disability 

Resource Center will now 

vote at the high school 



gym, as are those who 

would cast ballots at the 

Sheriff’s Department.  She 

urges voters to avoid polling 

places and vote absentee 

by mail instead.  Those 

ballots can also be 

dropped off at polling 

places. 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection sent 

letters to retailers telling 

them to stop price-gouging 

during the coronavirus 

pandemic.  Among the big 

names contacted were 

Menards, Walgreens and 

Walmart.  The consumer 

protection agency has 

received dozens of 

complaints about 16 

Wisconsin companies.   

U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

says the phase-three 

coronavirus bill known as 

the “Cares Act” is far from 

perfect, but it does address 

many of the problems 



caused by the virus.  The 

Wisconsin Republican says 

decisions are being made 

during this national crisis 

with limited information – so 

we must accept the fact 

there will be negative, 

unintended 

consequences.  He says he 

voted in favor of it because 

it was essential that 

Congress provide the 

support.  He indicated the 

two-trillion-dollar price tag 

was hard for the 

conservative politician to 

swallow. 
 

 
Iron Co.’s 1

st
 case of Covid 

19 already a fatality News 3/27/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Iron County’s first COVID-19 

case is already a fatality.  

While no details of the 

patient were available, 

health officials stress 

residents remain at home 

unless activities are 

essential.  An elderly man 

with health issues also died 

of the virus in Gogebic 

County, Michigan, just over 

the border in the UP.  A 69-



year old Milwaukee man 

perished last night, making 

him the 11th death in the 

state. 

 

Last week Governor Tony 

Evers closed all public and 

private K-12 schools 

indefinitely.  Now the 

Department of Instruction 

cancelled all standardized 

testing for the academic 

year.  The transition to 

virtual learning, especially in 

rural districts has posed 

quite a challenge given the 

sparse broadband 

coverage.  Many teachers 

working from home are 

having hard times 

maintaining connection to 

students.   

 

All non-essential meetings in 

Wausau city government 

will be cancelled or 

suspended.  Mayor Robert 

Mielke issued that order 

yesterday.  The chair or 



presiding officer of each 

board, committee or 

commission will decide 

whether a particular matter 

is important enough for a 

meeting.  Any public 

meeting will limit the 

agenda to just those items 

deemed essential and 

maintain social distancing 

as well as comply with the 

state open records laws.   

 

After a rare unanimous 

Senate vote, the Congress 

is set today to pass the 

sprawling $2.2-trillion virus 

rescue bill.  The House votes 

this morning on the 

measure President Trump 

says he’s eager to sign.  

Lawmakers say this is only a 

first step in getting the 

country back on its feet 

economically with 

unemployment claims at 

all-time highs.   
 

 
Marathon Co. authorities are 
investigating discrimination News 3/27/20 12p,5p 1:30 

The Marathon County 

Sheriff’s Office is 



against the Hmong 
community in Wausau 

investigating reports of 

discrimination against the 

Hmong community in the 

Wausau area.  Apparently, 

the Asian-based population 

is being blamed for the 

coronavirus pandemic.  

There have been reports of 

Hmong residents being 

blocked as they tried to 

enter stores or businesses, 

acts of vandalism, threats 

and accusations they are 

to blame.  Sheriff Scott Parks 

says attackers have been 

known to spit or cough on 

the victims.  Wausau City 

Council member Mary Thao 

posted on Facebook she 

heard of a Hmong 

community member being 

attacked over coronavirus. 

The president’s reelection 

campaign is threatening to 

sue television stations in five 

states – including Wisconsin 

– if they don’t pull an anti-

Trump ad.  The campaign 

says the political 



advertisement using clips of 

the president talking about 

the coronavirus is false.  The 

campaign says the ads 

include the “false assertion” 

the president called the 

coronavirus a “hoax.”  

Created by the Priorities U-

S-A Action Fund, a 

Democratic super political 

action committee, the ad 

includes comments by 

Trump where he tries to 

minimize the seriousness of 

the pandemic. 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Workforce Development 

reports more than 69 

thousand people filed for 

unemployment benefits last 

week.  To put the rough 

week for workers in 

perspective – 17 thousand 

filed last Friday.  On the 

same date last fewer than 

800 filed.  State officials 

report this week’s total will 

add another 70 thousand 

applications for 



unemployment.  That’s 50 

times the number who filed 

last year during the same 

five-day period.  The state’s 

“Safer at Home” knocked 

them off the job. 
 

 
President Trump extends 
national shut down to the 
end of April News 3/30/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

As the number of confirmed 

cases and fatalities go up in 

the country from COVID-19, 

President Trump extended 

the voluntary national 

shutdown to the end of 

April.  The original 15-day 

order ended today as the 

president acknowledged 

he’d been too optimistic.  

Reality set in yesterday with 

numbers released by Dr. 

Anthony Fouci, the 

government’s top infectious 

disease expert, who said 

the virus could infect 

millions more and kill more 

than 100,000 people.  In 

Wisconsin the number 

topped 1000 for the first 

time, with 1122 positive 

cases, while on the upside, 

that are more than 16,000 



negative tests.  The number 

of deaths remains at 13.  

Oneida County now has 

three cases and a second 

case was confirmed 

yesterday in Marathon 

County.   

Yet, in the midst of all this 

there are shining lights as 

people continue to sew 

masks for health care 

workers, local hotels are 

providing rooms for workers 

and truckers unable to go 

home because of the virus.  

Restaurants are organizing 

fund drives and supplying 

meals to those on the front 

lines and corporations are 

putting big money into 

organizations like the United 

Way and Salvation Army to 

aid their work at the local 

level and local businesses, 

still open are donating 

portions of their proceeds 

to fellow businesses forced 

to close. 

Governor Tony Evers says 



next weeks’ spring election 

will go on, with polls open 

and safety measures put in 

place.  Newbold town clerk 

Kim Gauthier says there’s 

still time to vote absentee 

but requests must be in by 

Thursday.   
 

 
State authorities differ on 
buying medical equipment 
for medical workers News 3/30/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Republican legislative 

leaders and Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers are 

enmeshed in an argument 

over buying more personal 

protective equipment for 

health care workers.  

Senator Majority Leader 

Scott Fitzgerald and 

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos are challenging what 

they call the governor’s 

request for a “blank check” 

of more than a half-billion 

dollars.  Both sides say the 

other is delaying.  Over a 

billion federal dollars are 

headed to the state and 

Evers says he doesn’t need 

the Legislature’s permission 

and plans to buy 10 



thousand ventilators and 

one million protective 

masks. 
 

Nicolet College students 

affected by the COVID-19 

virus outbreak and 

subsequent closure of area 

businesses where they 

worked can now apply for 

financial assistance through 

the Nicolet College 

Foundation.  In response to 

the situation, the 

Foundation has created the 

new Student Emergency 

Assistance Fund to help 

students continue their 

education and meet daily 

needs.  Applications are on 

the Nicole website.  The 

foundation is also seeking 

donations to the fund and 

that information is also 

available online. 

 

A DNR warden is being 

praised for using his old-

school, backwoods skills to 



find a missing boy.  The 

incident happened last 

November.  The boy ran 

from his middle school and 

vanished into a nearby 

marsh, resulting in a massive 

search effort.  Warden 

Austin Schumacher 

managed to pick up the 

boy’s trail while the rest of 

the searchers headed off in 

the wrong direction.  

Schumacher carried the 

child piggyback for a mile, 

getting him to safety as 

darkness was falling and a 

threatening snowstorm 

finally hit. 

 

 
Rhinelander Council meeting 
interrupted News 3/31/20 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Yesterday afternoon’s 

meeting of the Rhinelander 

Common Council ended 

abruptly when the 

livestream ended early.  

WJFW TV provided the feed 

but suddenly ended it for 

what they said were 

needed video resources for 

their early newscasts.  



Mayor Chris Frederickson 

said the meeting was over, 

despite several other 

agenda items and a closed 

session scheduled.  The 

feed ended during a 

lengthy debate over the 

use of Downtown Works 

Revolving Loan funds to 

help businesses struggling 

with the COVID-19 

shutdown.  Those funds 

were set up by the Cleary 

Foundation, the city and 

Downtown Rhinelander, 

Inc.  While the idea in 

concept was embraced, 

the legality quickly came 

into question because 

there’s no paperwork 

outlining who contributed 

what and city attorney 

Steve Sorenson cautioned 

against spending money, 

which totals more than 

$118,000, they supposedly 

have no control over.  

When the fund was 

established some eight 



years ago, meetings were 

held at City Hall yet there 

are no records to be found.  

Alderman Dave Holt 

offered up an amendment 

to the motion to investigate 

any existing bylaws and to 

reconstruct the makeup of 

the fund to move forward.  

It was passed, as was the 

original motion to make 

funds available. 

 

Speaking after the meeting 

with the mayor, who is a 

respiratory therapist, we 

discovered plans by the 

National Guard to develop 

several field hospitals in the 

fight against the 

coronavirus, none of which 

are north of the Fox Valley.  

He said his top priority is 

making sure people across 

the north are safe, with 

more information coming 

later this week. 
 

  
Preliminary hearing for 
Rhinelander City   News 3/31/20 12p,5p 1:30 

 Because the virus 

pandemic has shut down 



Administrator postponed.   the Oneida County 

Courthouse, like many other 

cases, the preliminary 

hearing for Rhinelander city 

administrator Daniel Guild 

was postponed yesterday.  

After checking both online 

and with the clerk of courts 

office, no new date has 

been set yet.  Guild is 

facing a felony charge of 

misconduct in office 

stemming from missing 

records and allegedly 

altered emails.  Earlier this 

month Price county circuit 

judge Kevin Kline was 

assigned to the case.  The 

Rhinelander Common 

council placed him on 

administrative leave.  He 

was on yesterday’s agenda 

for the council but the 

meeting ended abruptly 

after its livestream was 

stopped. 

 

Nearly 2000 people were 

without power this morning 



on the west side of 

Wisconsin Rapids.  The 

Rapids Water Works & 

Lighting commission is 

looking into the cause that 

was first reported around 

8:30.   

 

Steps are being taken to 

increase Wisconsin’s 

COVID-19 testing capacity 

by forming a public-private 

partnership.  The Marshfield 

Clinic Health System, Exact 

Sciences, Promega and U-

W Health will join the 

Wisconsin Clinical Lab 

Network to bring most of 

the testing online.  The 

groups plan to share 

resources, knowledge and 

technology.  The Wisconsin 

Clinical Lab Network has 

reportedly been averaging 

15-hundred-to-two-

thousand tests-a-day.  

Initially, the partnership is 

expected to double that 

capacity. 



 

One week away from 

primary election day and 

state officials are still 

dealing with uncertainties.  

Governor Tony Evers says 

the remaining lawsuits 

could force some changes 

at the polls, but the 

Democrat is remaining firm 

in his decision not to 

postpone 

 

 


