
 
 

 
 

 
April 8, 2021 

 
 
The following is a report on Public Affairs Programming for the First Quarter of 2021 during 

which time the top issues of community interest and concern in Sarasota, Florida and the 
surrounding area were found to be: 

 
Health 

Education 
Economy 

Public Safety 

Environment 
 

 
This report summarizes a representative sample of programming that provided the most 

significant treatment of community issues during the past quarter.  Programming frequently 
deals with more than one issue. To meet these issues, WHPT-FM airs a public affairs program 
on Sunday mornings.  

 
“West Coast Forum” airs Sunday mornings at 6:00 a.m.   

 
WHPT-FM also helps meet community issues through daily programming.  As traffic and 

transportation are often major issues for residents of Tampa Bay, WHPT-FM airs traffic 
reports four times hourly on weekdays from 6:00 to 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
 

WHPT-FM also runs a heavy schedule of :60 second Public Service Announcements 
produced by the Florida Association of Broadcasters throughout all hours of the day. 

 
Cox Radio, LLC. is the licensee of WHPT-FM. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

John Brennan 
 

John Brennan 
Director of Branding and Programming 

Cox Media Group Tampa 
JB/mc 
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Health 

Sunday, January 3, 2021 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Sherman Joyce - President of the American Tort Reform 

Foundation - Atra.org 

Is it possible we'll see a lot of coronavirus related lawsuits in 2021?  According to the 

American Tort Reform Foundation hundreds of lawsuits have been filed nationwide and 

here in Florida.  Mr. Joyce talks about the lawsuits that have already been filed.  A lot of 

them were filed near the end of the year that involved people suing cities and counties 

over CDC guidelines requiring people to wear a mask.  Lawsuits have been filed by many 

business owners who were forced to shut down during the stay at home order and some 

parents have filed lawsuits against school systems regarding opening schools.  

According to Mr. Joyce, we'll see a lot of lawsuits involving the coronavirus vaccine in 

the new year and lawsuits from people trying to get the vaccine who aren't on the list for 

the shot yet.  Also, lawsuits regarding any possible side effects of the vaccine and 

lawsuits if a company/employer forces an employee to get the vaccine.  Many of the 

courts are still doing virtual hearings and it'll probably be a while before a lot of these 

lawsuits make it to court. 

 

Sunday, January 10, 2021 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Dr. Alan Gluskin - President of the American Association on 

Endodontist. 

Last year during the peak of the pandemic we reported a record number of people were 

going to the dentist with cracked teeth and many Americans put off their dentist 

appointments.  Dr. Gluskin talks about treatment of cracked teeth and the importance of 

keeping up to date with your oral health.  Are we doing better with our oral health?  Dr. 

Gluskin says the answer is "no" as dentists across the country are still reporting a record 

number of people who are complaining of cracked teeth and people are still afraid to go 

to the dentist due to the coronavirus.  He discusses why dentists are seeing so many 

patients with cracked teeth.  The number one cause of cracked teeth during the 

pandemic has been stress.  When we are stressed, we have a habit of grinding our teeth, 

sometimes without even realizing we're doing it.  Many people grind their teeth while 

asleep.  Many dentists are recommending a 'dental guard' but he says some people say 

they can't sleep with the guard in their mouth or are afraid they'll choke on them.  Dr. 

Gluskin says a good dental guard can be costly and should be custom made by a dentist.  

Before we commit to spending a lot of money it's a good idea to pick up a cheaper guard 

at a drug store just to see if we are comfortable with it while we're trying to sleep.  If we 
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are comfortable with the cheaper store-bought guard then talk to your dentist for one 

that is custom fitted.  Also discussed is what can happen if a cracked tooth is left 

untreated.  Some cracks are so small most people don't even know they have a cracked 

tooth until the pain sets in.  Bacteria seeps into the cracked tooth and makes its way 

below the gumline and into the bone.  That can cause bone loss and severe bone loss in 

the jaw can lead to expensive implants.  The earlier the crack is found during a dental 

exam, the tooth can most likely be saved with a simple root canal.  He also talks about 

the importance of keeping up with our oral hygiene and the safety measures currently 

taking place at the dentist office.    

 

Sunday, January 17, 2021 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Lisa Gable with FARE (Food Allergy Research & Education) 

(foodallergy.org) 

At the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak we were put on a stay at home order and 

most restaurants started cutting back their menus for delivery and take-out only.  The 

shelves at grocery stores also started running low with many specialty items hard to 

find.  This was a hard time for people who suffer from a food allergy.  Ms. Gable with 

FARE discusses people living with food allergies.  There are currently 32-million-

americans living with life-threatening food allergies.  Many people who suffer from food 

allergies continue to have problems with honest information on restaurant menus and 

finding certain food items at stores.  Many people were afraid to go to the hospital 

during the pandemic and there is a fear that people who go into anaphylactic shock may 

hesitate to go to the emergency room for help.  The new administration in Washington 

D.C. has already said they will pass the bipartisan "faster act" bill that will provide 

funding to fight food allergies in schools and would help support and provide resources 

to kids with allergies in low income areas.  The new administration has also promised to 

help keep the cost of the live saving epi-pen at an affordable price. 

 

Sunday, January 24, 2021 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Danielle Bayard Jackson - Friendship Counselor/Consultant 

The coronavirus has been difficult on all of us and it has affected our friendships.  

During the stay at home order and with less public places to go, many friendships 

suffered.  Ms. Jackson discusses how the coronavirus has taken a toll on our friendships.  

Many people really felt like they were missing out on their friends lives as keeping up on 

Facebook and virtual get togethers are not the same as meeting face to face.  She goes 

over how we can maintain our friendships without meeting in person and how it 



FCC QUARTERLY PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT 

 

 
WHPT-FM – Q1, 2021  Page 4 of 8 
 

changes us when we can't see our friends. Also, is it a good time to take inventory of our 

friends and maybe decide some people really weren't our friends? What's the difference 

between a social media friend and a "real life" friend? And what are "silos?" (single 

individuals left out of society).  She also talks about how now that we can go out and 

meet in public, how do we deal with a friend who is still worried about going out to 

public places. She also discussed how the political climate and the race protest last year 

cost many people friendships and how to deal with that. 

 

Sunday, January 31, 2021 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Dr. Scott Adzick – Chief Surgeon at the Children's Hospital of 

Philadelphia 

January is birth defects awareness month.  1 in every 33 babies is born with a birth 

defect.  Dr. Adzick, one of the top doctors and teachers in the country talks about birth 

defects and how some birth defects can be detected and treated in the womb.  He tells us 

there are thousands of different types of birth defects and while there has been a lot of 

research to advance our knowledge, the causes of some birth defects are still unknown.  

Furthermore, families are often unaware of available treatments.  Dr. Adzick talks about 

the most common types of birth defects and what tests an expectant mother should talk 

to her doctor about.  Dr. Adzick has developed two different surgeries that are now used 

in children's hospitals across Florida and we talked about how these surgeries are done 

while the baby is still in the womb.  He explains how the long-term outcome for babies 

who undergo fetal surgery is very positive as a lot of the issues were corrected in the 

womb.  He also talks about the future of fetal surgery and some of the surgeries that will 

be performed soon. 

 

Sunday, February 7, 2021 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Dr. Clyde Yancy – Cardiologist 

Cardiologists across the country have been reporting they're seeing patients with heart 

problems after they've been diagnosed with COVID-19.  Is this something current heart 

patients need to worry about?  Is it safe to get the vaccine if you have a heart issue? Dr. 

Yancey talks about how the coronavirus is affecting heart health.  Dr. Yancy said science 

and doctors are learning something new about the virus every day. More cardiologists 

are seeing issues with patients who were previously diagnosed with a heart condition 

who have contracted COVID-19.   Doctors are also seeing patients who have had COVID-

19 with issues impacting their cardiovascular health.  Dr. Yancy talks about some of the 

issues doctors are seeing and how cardiologists are dealing with it.  Also discussed is 
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how current heart patients are being affected by the virus.  Dr. Yancy also talks about 

the safety with the vaccine and if it’s okay for a heart patient to get the vaccine.  More 

people died of heart issues last year due to the pandemic as many people were afraid of 

going to the emergency room due to the virus.  Unfortunately, many people that suffered 

from chest pains didn't call 911 out of fear of COVID-19.  Dr. Yancy goes over some tips 

for basic heart health and what signs to look out for that would indicate you may have a 

heart condition. 

 

Sunday, March 14, 2021 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Linda Decarlo, USPS (United States Postal Service) Manager of 

Safety for Sarasota County. 

Dog attacks are a nationwide issue.  According to the National Safety Council, children 

under five top the list for dog attacks.  Mail carriers are second on the list.  Ms. Decarlo 

talks about the dog attack problem in Sarasota County.  It's not just a problem in rural 

areas of the county.  Dog attacks also happen in everyday neighborhoods.  Discussed is 

the latest technology the post office is using to protect their employees and the safety 

initiatives they're putting in place to keep mail carriers and the public safe from dog 

attacks.  Ms. Decarlo gives our listeners some tips on how to make sure their pets are 

secure and how to create a safe environment for mail carriers, family member and 

neighbors.  Many dogs/pets are good dogs however, she reminds us that dogs are very 

territorial and will protect their environment from strangers.  If a mail carrier feels 

threatened the USPS will contact to homeowner and try to work with them.  However, if 

the animal continues to be a problem, the USPS has the right to stop mail delivery in the 

entire neighborhood and everyone in that neighborhood will have to go to the local post 

office to pick up their mail.  Also discussed is how the post office has been working 

several shifts around the clock during the coronavirus pandemic due the increase in 

demand as more people are ordering products online and how the virus did slow down 

mail service for some people.  In the last year we've probably noticed more mail trucks 

in our neighborhoods and on weekends. The post office is working hard to keep those 

postal workers safe as many of them are still delivering packages late into the night. 

 

Sunday, March 21, 2021 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Robert Traynham - Head of Public Affairs at Facebook. 

With COVID-19 vaccines being delivered across Florida, many people are eager to 

schedule their appointments.  Can we use social media to get up-to-date vaccine 

information in our area?  Yes, this is something social media groups are now rolling out.  
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Mr. Traynham talks about the new COVID-19 vaccine info center that is now available 

on your Facebook feed.  Facebook has teamed up with WhatsApp and Instagram to 

provide up-to-date information on vaccine availability and who is eligible for the 

vaccine.  Social media platforms are now getting and post current vaccine information 

from the world health organization, the CDC, state, and local health departments.  The 

COVID-19 vaccine center offers real-time information for the vaccine.  Social media also 

has a medical team in place to filter out any false information that may be spread on 

their platforms.  Mr. Traynham also talks about how social media is also being used as a 

resource where people can go and get correct information regarding the vaccine in their 

specific area.  Once you enter your location all vaccine information for your area will be 

listed and updated.  Also available is information on where vaccines are being offered 

and to which groups.  Social media can be a great resource to better inform people about 

the vaccine and hopefully will reduce the hesitancy some people have about getting the 

vaccine.   

 

Education 

Sunday, February 14, 2021 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Ashley Byrne - Associate Director of PETA 

Today is Valentine’s Day and we take a different look at the holiday.  What can we learn 

about love and relationships from animals?  Ms. Byrne talks about the new book Animal 

Kind.  The book is an exploration of the richness of animal’s lives, including their love 

lives and how animals can display deep emotion.  For instance, birds have been found to 

be far more devoted to their romantic partners than humans.  While the divorce rate in 

the U.S. is around 45%, swans have a 95% chance of staying together for life.  When 

courting, male and female whales gently touch their flippers, then begin a slow caressing 

motion before they lock their flippers and slowly roll in the water.  To attract a mate, a 

male puffer fish flaps his fins and swims in a circle.  If the female puffer fish is attracted 

to the male, she'll join him swimming in circles.  If she doesn’t like him, she quickly 

swims away.  Elephants use their trunks to attract a mate and their trunks are used for 

foreplay.  Ms. Byrne shares what else we'll find in the book Animal Kind and how we can 

apply it to our everyday lives. 

 

Economy 

Sunday, February 21, 2021 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Lynnette Khalfani-Cox - Financial Planner/The Money Coach 
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Has the coronavirus pandemic caused people's credit score to fall?  How about your fico 

score? If so, how can you repair your scores?  Ms. Khalfani-Cox "The Money Coach" who 

has been seen on Orpah, Dr. Phil, the Dr. Oz show, good morning America, the today 

show and many more.  She joins Mr. Slater to talk about how the coronavirus pandemic 

has caused damage to a lot of consumers credit & fico scores.  Many people lost their 

jobs and fell behind in their mortgage/rent payments, their credit card payments, and 

other bills and yes this can cause your credit score/fico number to drop.  Many people 

took a forbearance on their mortgage meaning they didn't pay the mortgage for months 

and now a total payment of past payments is due.  Many people are going to be hit hard 

when they see the payment they’re going to have to make.  Always look at other options 

before deciding to choose forbearance.  Many people didn't pay their credit card bills or 

they racked up a bunch of charges during the pandemic and she tells us this will cause 

your score to drop.  Ms. Khalfani-Cox discusses how we can get our three free monthly 

credit reports and how to read them.  She gives ways to correct something that may be 

false on our credit report and how to repair our credit and credit rating.  If we're behind 

on our mortgage/rent or credit card payments, it's always best to contact the lender and 

try to work something out or discuss different payment options.  Since interest rates are 

at an all-time low, it is also discussed how to shop for a loan, and she gave us some tips 

on some of the pitfalls people aren't aware of when they're shopping for a loan. 

 

Public Safety 

Sunday, March 7, 2021 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Dr. Stephen Ridella - Director of Defects Investigation with the 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 

This week is national vehicles safety recalls week.  It's a week to remind consumers 

about auto recalls on the vehicles and how safety recalls work and what to be aware of.  

Dr. Ridella talks about auto recalls.  Discussed is how and when a manufacturer alerts 

you that there is a recall on your vehicle and what is needed to be done with that 

information.  If there is a recall on your vehicle you will be notified by mail about the 

item that needs fixed or replaced.   The manufacturer absolutely will not call you with a 

recall and you should be aware of any call alerting you to a recall because it's most likely 

a scam.  The manufacturer will never call you to discuss a recall then ask for 

personal/financial information.  Also discussed is what we need to do when we are 

notified by mail.   All recalls/repairs are done free of charge.  You should never be asked 

to pay for recall service/repair and if a car dealer tries to charge you, they need to be 

reported to the proper authorities.  When a recall is sent out it provides protection to 

every consumer.  It doesn't matter if you bought the car new, used or from a friend.  If 

you are the current owner of the vehicle you are covered under the warranty.  If you 

bought the car up north and now live in Florida, you are still covered under the recall.  
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You don't have to have the recall work done at the dealership or location where you 

bought the vehicle.  The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration offers free tools 

consumers can use to track auto recalls.  First, there is the free vin (vehicle identification 

number) lookup tool at nhtsa.gov.  Second, you can download the free safer car app that 

keeps track of auto recalls along with other useful information about your vehicle.  Also 

discussed is the 'lemon law' here in Florida and the annoying phone calls people are 

getting about their car’s warranty.  It's most likely a scam or the warranty the caller is 

selling is not recognized by the manufacture and the warranty most likely won't cover 

the cost of a repair. 

 

Environment 

Sunday, March 28, 2021 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Sandra Washington - Project Coordinator with Keep Sarasota 

County Beautiful. 

Keep Sarasota County Beautiful is looking for volunteers for the 2021 Great American 

Cleanup that's coming up in a few weeks.  Ms. Washington talks about the great 

American Cleanup and why even more volunteers are needed this year to help.  Some 

activities that will take place during the cleanup include recycling, litter cleanup, litter 

prevention education, graffiti removal, beautification and community improvement 

projects and lake and seashore cleanups.  One of the major problems this year is the 

amount of PPE's that are being discarded in parks, parking lots, and floating in area 

waterways.  Rubber gloves have also been a major litter problem during the pandemic. 

With COVID-19 they're keeping volunteer crews in small groups and it'd be better if you 

worked in a group of people you see daily.  All volunteers will be asked to wear a mask 

and bring gloves if you have them. All other materials will be available to volunteers 


