
 

 

 

 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 WDKA-TV, CHANNEL 49 

 Paducah, Ky/Cape Girardeau, Mo/Harrisburg, Il 

  

 QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

  

 

What follows is a list of some of the issues of importance to the community  

responded to by WDKA-TV, Paducah, Ky., along with the most significant  

programming treatment of these issues during the period of: 

 

October 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014 

 

The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

The list is by no means exhaustive. 
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WDKA-TV 4
TH

 QUARTER 2014 ISSUES & PROGRAMS LIST 

 

 

ISSUE:  CRIME/VIOLENCE/GANGS 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 19/5:32am 

Length:  8:11 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Brittany Talley, coordinator of the Campus Violence Prevention 

Program at Southeast Missouri State University. Ms. Talley discusses how the program attempts 

to address the issue of sexual violence and assault on campus. The program works to help 

students by addressing matters such as what is and is not sexual consent, as well as finding ways 

to encourage reporting of assaults. She also discusses how the first six weeks of the school year 

are often the most active for sexual assault and how the program works with coaches and players 

from the school’s football team to try to temper assaults during this period. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 2/5:41am 

Length:  7:53 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Doug Austin, organizer of SALT (Seniors and Lawmen Together) 

which coordinates interactions between senior citizens and Cape Girardeau law enforcement. The 

goal of the organization is to not only help build relationships between the two groups; but to 

also help the police department keep seniors informed on topics such as scams that target seniors 

and keeping prescription medications secured away from friends or family members that may be 

tempted to steal them. Austin also discusses a memorial in the city park, sponsored by SALT, 

which commemorates local police officers who have died in the line of duty. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 2/5:51am 

Length:  6:39 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Linda Nash, executive director of CASA (Court Appointed Special 

Advocates) of Southeast Missouri, a group of volunteers who serve as the voice of children who 

are victims of abuse or neglect. The organization serves Cape Girardeau, Perry and Bollinger 

counties in Missouri. Ms. Nash discusses the general services that the volunteers provide to 

children in the court systems. Ms. Nash says the organization can always use more volunteers 

and discusses the skills and personality traits that help make a good volunteer. She also provides 

website and phone number information on how potential volunteers may contact them. 
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ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE 

 

Program:  2014 Show Me the Glow 5K Fun Run PSAs 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  October 1-12/various 

Length:  20 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA produced and aired PSAs to support the 2014 Show Me the Glow 5K Fun 

Run in Cape Girardeau, Mo.  The fun run was held to raise funds for the family of William 

Zickfield, who is battling cancer. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  October 5/5:42am 

Length:  8:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Cape Girardeau Volunteer Firefighters Debbie Maupin and Steve 

Mirly, who recently used their emergency training to revive a man suffering a heart attack at a 

local store, using CPR and an Automated External Defibrillator (AED), which had recently been 

obtained by the store.  The pair explain how the AED works and how these devices can be life-

saving in an emergency. 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 12/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Wendy Sullivan, CEO of Easter Seals Midwest.  Ms. Sullivan 

discusses how Easter Seals helps parents with autistic children find the proper programs and 

therapy organizations. Other topics include signs for parents to look for to determine if a child is 

autistic, and how autism affects a child’s personality. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 18/5:13am 

Length:  6:24 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Vanessa Lander, Communicable Disease Coordinator for the Cape 

Girardeau County Public Health Center. With flu season arriving, Ms. Lander discusses the 

importance of getting vaccinated, especially for those who are often the most vulnerable such as 

the elderly or young children. Also, for those who don’t get vaccinated, she discusses ways to 

avoid getting sick or spreading the flu, such as washing your hands, coughing into your sleeve, or 

staying home from work or school if you are already sick. With ebola being a hot topic in the 

news, Ms. Lander also discusses how the center is coordinating with the CDC, as well as local 

hospitals and emergency responders, on how to handle possible ebola victims. 
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ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE  Continued 

 

Program:  MDTV 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 5/6:30pm 

                                     December 8/9:00pm 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  A locally produced magazine-style program examining health and wellness issues.  

Guests in the program include Dr. Claravel Criste, pediatrician at the Christopher Rural Health 

Planning Corporation, discussing her role in the treatment and care of children; Dr. Chethana 

Sharath, who gives information on the diagnosis and treatment of sleep apnea; Lori Trentacosti, 

registered dietician and certified diabetes educator, who demonstrates how to prepare a low-

calorie, heart healthy lasagna. 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 7/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Jane Wernsman, executive director of the Cape Girardeau County 

Health Department, who discusses health issues facing the area, including the recent spread of 

the Enterovirus. There are no longer any active cases in the area; but the virus has been known to 

cause respiratory problems primarily for infants, children and young teens. Ms. Wernsman offers 

tips on how to avoid getting the flu and colds, including washing your hands and using 

handwipes, getting plenty of rest, eating a nutritional diet, avoiding crowds, and getting a flu 

shot. She also discusses being prepared for the cold winter weather, such as dressing properly, 

keeping a winter emergency pack in the car, and preventing winter related injuries. Ms. 

Wernsman also discusses that although there are no cases of ebola in the area, they are working 

with the CDC and the state health department on tracking and handling any potential cases. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 14/5:41am 

Length:  6:39 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Christine Paige, Cape Girardeau Fitness and Wellness Coordinator, 

where she discusses the upcoming Health and Wellness Expo on January 9
th

, which will provide 

fitness ideas for all ages.  The expo will feature health screenings, fitness experts giving 

demonstrations of various fitness and exercise regiments, dieticians offering healthy cooking 

demonstrations, and local gyms and fitness centers. 
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ISSUE:  PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 2/5:32am 

Length:  8:06 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Rick Ennis, Chief of the Cape Girardeau Fire Department discusses a city ballot 

initiative which would continue a one-eighth cent sales tax to fund maintenance of the city’s fire 

department. Chief Ennis discusses how the tax has been used in the past to upgrade facilities and 

safety equipment. According to Chief Ennis, renewing the tax will also help fund a new fire 

station in the northwest quadrant of the city, where the current station has been outgrown. Ennis 

also explains how renewing the tax will help free up funding that can be used to finance 

construction of a new police department headquarters. 

 

ISSUE:  SUBSTANCE ABUSE 

 

Program: EPIC Prescription Drug Take Back PSAs 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 1-December 31/various 

Length:  30 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA produced and aired PSAs supporting the EPIC (Early Prevention Impacts 

Community) prescription drug take back program, which works with local police to give people a 

safe method of disposing of unused medications, keeping them out of the hands of those who 

abuse and misuse prescription drugs. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Alternative Opportunities 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 1/4:38pm & 6:58pm 

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured the non-profit organization 

Alternative Opportunities.  Frank Crow discussed how the mission of the organization is to 

provide education, employment and substance abuse treatment services to those in need.  

 

Program:  Project Roadblock PSAs 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 25-31/various 

Length:  30 sec 

Source:  National Association of Broadcasters 

Description:  WDKA aired the series of PSAs from the NAB in support of Project Roadblock, a 

national initiative program to discourage drinking and driving during the holiday season.  
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS 

 

Program:  Real Green 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  Saturdays, October 4-December 27/9:30am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  Real Green is a weekly half-hour series which gives the viewers an up-close and 

personal view of how to become green in their daily lives, whether it be designing and building a 

new dream green home, of learning the benefits of making their existing home more energy 

efficient. The program includes environmental experts and ordinary people showing how green 

living can be practical and affordable. 

 

Program:  This Old House 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  Saturdays, October 4-December 27/10:00am 

                                       Sundays, October 5-December 28/5:00am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  This weekly half-hour series inspires and empowers viewers to take charge of 

improving their homes by providing practical instruction and advice on home renovations. 

 

Program:  Open House 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  Saturdays, October 4-December 27/10:30am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  This weekly half-hour series gives viewers a unique look at the world of real estate. 

Open House keeps viewers informed with the latest real estate trends, investment opportunities, 

designs for the home and much more from real estate insiders. 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 9/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Maria Reardon, director of Interpreter Referral Services, who 

discusses the role of the sign-language interpreter in the deaf world. Ms. Reardon gives 

information on legal and personal issues facing the interpreter, such as licensing and levels of 

certification. Also discussed is the right of the deaf community to interpreters in medical or legal 

situations. 
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ISSUE:  YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  November 16/5:33am 

Length:  7:33 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Shelly Wood, coordinator of EPIC (Early Prevention Impacts 

Community) Coalition. Ms. Wood discusses Epic Pals, a 10-12 week program which pairs at-risk 

youth with shelter dogs. The goal of the program is to teach social and emotional skills to the 

children by learning how to train and prepare the dogs for adoption. 

 

 

ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  October 5/5:51am 

Length:  6:12 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Stacey Lane, from the Cape Girardeau Convention and Visitors 

Bureau.  Ms. Lane discusses upcoming events in the city including Tunes at Twilight, the 

Cannonball Run motorcycle rally, the Fort D Living History Day, and tourism activities targeting 

the premiere of the movie “Gone Girl,” which was filmed in Cape Girardeau. 

 

Program:  Hiring America 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Sundays, October 5-December 28/6:00am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  This half-hour weekly series examines employment opportunity programs which 

target U.S. military veterans and their families.  The series showcases businesses and 

organizations who are targeting veterans who are seeking to use turn their military experience 

into civilian jobs. 

 

Program:  Ag PhD 

Broadcast Dates/Time:  Sundays, October 5-December 28/8:00am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  This weekly half-hour series provides information to farmers about money-making 

and money-saving ideas to make their farms more successful. Each week, the show offers 

information on topics in which the farmer can control, such as: how to pick the proper herbicides 

and fertilizers, and how to stop crop damaging insects and diseases. 
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ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT Continued 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 21/5:40am 

Length:  13:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Joel McKelvey, co-founder of Square Inc., which created the 

technology to allow small businesses to use smart phones to scan credit and debit cards. Mr. 

McKelvey also discusses two other projects which he is overseeing: Launch Code, a program 

which seeks to match up-and-coming uncredited computer programmers with St. Louis area 

businesses looking to fill IT positions; and Arch Grants, which offers cash grants to small 

businesses to relocate to the St. Louis area. 

 

 

ISSUE:  GOVERNMENT 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 14/5:32am 

Length:  7:17 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Cape Girardeau City Manager Scott Meyer discusses the extension of the city’s fire 

tax by the voters. The tax will fund the purchase of new equipment, as well as help fund the 

construction of a new Kurry Lane fire station and a new police station. Mr. Meyer also discusses 

plans for a new indoor sports complex, funded by the city’s restaurant tax. The complex will be 

large enough to host large-sized tournaments and help boost tourism, especially during the winter 

months. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 14/5:49am 

Length:  7:06 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Jamie Ludwig, a social worker for the Community Caring Council.  

She discusses the growing problem of homeless children in southeast Missouri and southern 

Illinois, and how the CCC offers a housing program to help families find a shelter, as well as 

helping families sign up for aid programs such as food stamps and Medicare, and keeping 

children in school. Ms. Ludwig also discusses the difficulties of getting government officials to 

understand how homelessness in rural areas differs from being homeless in an urban setting. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

The following miscellaneous items aired on WDKA during the quarter.  While not fitting into 

one of the previous listed issues, they did provide information of a public service nature to the 

viewers. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 5/5:32am 

Length:  7:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Robert Cerchio, Assistant Director for the Holland School of Visual 

and Performing Arts at Southeast Missouri State University, concerning upcoming events at the 

University’s River Campus, including jazz pianist Peter Nero, Chinese acrobats, and the musical 

“Anything Goes,” as well as other musical and theatrical performances by students. 

 

Program:  Southeast Missouri State University Speakers Series PSAs 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 11-27/various 

Length:  15 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA produced and aired PSAs to support the appearance of NPR journalist 

Mara Liasson on October 28
th

 at the Show Me Center in Cape Girardeau, Mo., as a part of 

Southeast Missouri State University’s Speakers Series. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Safe House for Women 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 17/4:38pm & 6:58pm 

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured the non-profit Safe House for 

Women in Cape Girardeau, Mo.  Jessica Hill discussed the Safe House’s annual fundraiser, the 

Vintage Now Fashion Show, which was held October 17
th

 at the Osage Center. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Cape Arrowhead 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 18/4:38pm & 6:58pm 

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  KBSI’s daily local business spotlight featured the non-profit Cape Arrowhead, 

located in Poplar Bluff, Mo., which gives emotional and therapeutic support to veterans and 

developmentally disabled through art and equine programs.  
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS  Continued 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 30/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Dr. Clarence B. Jones, former speechwriter and personal advisor to 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. Jones gives his personal memories of Dr. King, as well as his 

thoughts on the challenges of the African-American community through the years since the death 

of Dr. King.  

 

Program:  SEMO Arts Council PSAs 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 31/various 

Length:  20 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA produced and aired PSAs to promote the SEMO Arts Council’s annual 

Dingeldein Gala on January 16, 2015.  The event is held each year to celebrate the achievements 

of local artists and supporters.  

 

 

 

 


