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Quarterly Listing of Problems and Needs 
 
 

1. BUSINESS:  Need for jobs; tourism; industry; downtown revitalization; 
compensation; availability of liability insurance; more regional cooperation. 

2. PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH AND WELFARE:  Strengthening of family 
unit, support for single parent families; child abuse; spouse abuse; sexual 
abuse; religion; need for resources for elderly; transportation and housing for 
poor and elderly; more problems for the elderly; needs for disadvantaged; 
nurses, doctors, and dentists; problems of alcohol and drug abuse; racial 
problems; lack of opportunities for blacks; charities. 

3. EDUCATION:  Need for upgrading of system and high educational 
standards; more money and support of system; education for non-traditional 
students; post-graduate educational opportunities; retaining and acquisition 
of new job skills; adaptation to high technology; more parental involvement. 

4. ORGANIZATIONS OF AND FOR YOUTH:  Problems of juvenile 
delinquency; lack of activities; drug and alcohol abuse; need for more jobs; 
teenage pregnancy; letter teen center; better communications and awareness 
of services available. 

5. RECREATION:  Need for more and improved facilities; more cultural 
programs.  Community activities, more sports programs, playgrounds, etc. 

6. ELDERLY:  Services for elderly; seniors living with dignity; senior 
activities and facilities; transportation and housing for poor and elderly; 
senior nutrition. 

7. LABOR:  Lack of job opportunities; unemployment rate in WV; more 
upward mobility in jobs; job training. 

8. GOVERNMENT:  Need for adequate housing for poor and elderly; strong 
community leadership; community pride; increase/decrease population; more 
blacks in political community; long range community planning; community 
clean-ups; better enforcement of minimum housing codes; city-wide effort 
alcohol and drug abuse. 

9. ENVIRONMENT:  Problems of hazardous waste; weapons proliferation; 
nuclear energy; soil erosion; flooding; need for preservation of environment; 
conservation and recycling; pollution control. 

  10. TRANSPORTATION:  Need for better highways, including interstate,          
rail services, maintaining air service, retain bus routes, city street repairs. 

 



Locally Produced Programming 
 

 
 
 

Station WVVA-TV programs to the ascertained problems and needs through a variety of 
programming vehicles.  Being heavily community-oriented and interested in community 
problems and issues, the licensee devotes a very considerable amount of its news time to 
the coverage of significant problems, needs and issues facing the community.  WVVA-
TV has produced and broadcast the following programming material in response to the 
problems and needs of our viewing area. 
 
IN FOCUS 
 
Sunday  9:00-9:30 am (30 minutes) 
If no network programming, repeat 12:00-12:30 pm (30 minutes) 
 
In Focus is a public affairs program of WVVA TELEVISION, INC. that airs twice weekly.  The first 
telecast is on Sunday, 9:00 am, with a repeat the same Sunday at noon (if no network programming.)  
This program provides discussion of local, state and national issues affecting our audience. 
 
April 14, 2013 
2 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
Guests: Wendy Wellman, Susan Belcher 
 
Discussed Lack of jobs, drug abuse, and financial difficulties of community. 
 
April 21, 2013 
4 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
Guests: Michelle Dye, Robert Farley, Sharon Boggess 
 
Discussed a preview of the PMCCC East River Soccer Classic and the economic impact of the event.   
 
April 28, 2013 
2, 4 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
Guests: Jennifer Roark, Marcie Anne Estepp 
 
Discussed the lack of community support in our youth and the ignoring of the severity of problems 
facing our teens. 
 
May 5, 2013 
2 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
Guests: Katharine Nelson, Kiffie Currence 



 
Discussed: Animal cruelty, neglect, and overpopulation.  Also, the lack of animal rights, support for 
spay/neutering ordinances in Mercer Co.   
 
May 12, 2013 
1 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
Guests: Lori McKinney 
 
Discussed: Riffraff arts collection, Option 22 Band. Centering lives around music.  
 
May 19, 2013 
2, 7 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
Guest: James Campbell 
 
Discussed Unemployment and drugs.  
 
June 23, 2013 
2 
Guest: Joseph Baisden, Craig Hammond 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Discussed Radiation Treatments and Technology advancements with prostate cancer. 
 
June 30, 2013 
4 
Guest: Vernon R. Drumheller 
Moderator Gil McClanahan 
 
Discussed Christian Resource Center.  
 
 

NEWS CHANNEL 6 
 
Monday – Friday 5:30-7:00 am (90 minutes)  
Monday – Friday 5:00-5:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 6:00 - 6:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 11:00-11:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Saturday-Sunday 6:00-6:630 pm (30 minutes) 
Saturday – Sunday 11:00 - 11:30 pm (30 minutes) 
 
WVVA News at 6 provides the most up-to-date information in the two Virginias with periodic in-depth 
background stories that deal with the problems and important issues of the communities we serve. Detail 
includes date telecast, length of in-depth story, number of specific problem or need, and topic.  In most 
cases, the story was aired on both the 6:00 and 11:00 pm newscasts. 
 
April 4, 2013 
(3) 



BLAND COUNTY (WVVA) - Bland County 911 dispatch tells WVVA News the lockdown at county 
schools has been lifted and students had been transported home. 
No reason was given for the lockdown, other than it was for precautionary measures. 
WVVA News will provide more details as it is made available. 
--- 
BLAND COUNTY (WVVA) - Bland County 911 dispatch tells WVVA News that schools in the county 
have been placed on lockdown as a precautionary measure. 
Further details are unavailable at this time. WVVA News will pass along more information as it 
becomes available. 
 
April 4, 2013 
(2) 
By Stephanie Crace 
PRINCETON (WVVA) -- A woman pleads guilty to second-degree murder in Mercer County.  
39-year-old Tammy Keen has agreed to enter a plea to second degree murder in the death of 41-year-old 
Timothy Dewitt of Princeton.  
Keen could be sentenced to 40 years in prison for the second-degree murder charge.  
Keen also pleaded guilty to first-degree robbery which carries a sentence of up to 10 years.  
In March of 2011, highway workers doing bridge maintenance work spotted Dewitt's body near 
Bluestone Falls and called police. 
A co-defendant, Thomas Tyler Hall, entered a plea to second degree murder.  
Another co-defendant, Chad Hylton, is in a Virginia jail on unrelated charges. 
April 5, 2013 
(2) 
RICHMOND, VA. (WVVA) -An investigation is underway after a database review reveals that 
thousands of Virginia voters are registered in other states.  
The state attorney general's office was requested to investigate after the check of a voter registration 
database turned up more than 308,000 duplicate registrations in Virginia. 
State Board of Elections spokeswoman Nikki Sheridan says the board requested the investigation.  
According to findings, more than 97,000 of those were listed as having voted in recent elections in 
Virginia. 
Attorney General's office spokeswoman Caroline Gibson says an investigation has started but she 
declined comment on the potential cases. 
Virginia joined 21 other states last year in a cross-check of voter rolls. 
April 5, 2013 
(2) 
By Kristen Connor 
CHARMCO, W. Va (WVVA)-- An accident in Greenbrier County sends 2 to the hospital. 
Greenbrier County 9-1-1 said a head-on collision happened on Route 60 in Charmco around 9:15 Friday 
morning. 
The Greenbrier County Sheriff's Department along with the Rainelle Volunteer Fire Department and 
Quinwood Ambulance Service responded. 
9-1-1 said 1 patient was airlifted to an area hospital, and another was transported via ambulance to the 
Greenbrier Valley Medical Center. 
WVVA will continue to follow this story. 
April 5, 2013 
(8) 
By Rachel Lucas 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- A proposed study of how West Virginia funds its roads is back on the 
drawing board. 



The House Roads and Transportation Committee met briefly Friday to reverse its previous vote scuttling 
the study measure. 
Party-line votes revived the bill and then advanced it to House Finance. 
Minority Republican critics say it's ill-timed and too expensive. They cited the pending report from a 
blue ribbon highway commission. 
GOP delegates also expressed fears that the study would lead West Virginia to replace gas taxes with 
GPS tracking devices. While meant to measure and then tax miles traveled, critics warned these devices 
could lead to Big Brother-type government surveillance. 
The study would also look at swapping gas taxes for a higher consumer sales tax. 
The Senate had passed the bill on Monday. 
April 6, 2013 
(2) 
By Josh Frketic 
SUMMERS COUNTY (WVVA)--- Route 20 has re-opened in both directions after being closed due to 
a rock slide. 
Summers County 911 says that the road re-opened around 1:30 A.M. Sunday. 
SUMMERS COUNTY (WVVA) --- A rock slide has closed off a portion of Route 20 in Summers 
County. 
The slide happened around 9:00 A.M. Saturday morning after the Lilly Bridge. 
Crews say that unforeseen water turned the dirt into mud on a temporary road that was built for the Lilly 
Bridge project. 
Route 20 has been re-opened to trucks that are not able to make the detour. 
Kevin Cook who is the project manager believes that the road will be re-opened this evening. 
April 8, 2013 
(2, 8) 
By Rachel Lucas 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (WVVA) - West Virginia health departments dealing with shrinking federal 
funding will not be able to charge for HIV testing. 
In the last two years, West Virginia has lost more than $600,000 of federal money for HIV-AIDS 
programs. 
A bill that passed the Senate unanimously would have let health departments charge people or insurers 
for HIV testing.  
Officials say tests would have been provided for free or on a sliding scale fee for those who were unable 
to pay. 
The bill was shot down Monday by the House Health Committee. 
Delegates were concerned that people would read that health departments were charging for tests and 
would not get tested. 
According to the Centers for Disease Control HIV/AIDS has claimed the lives of more than 550,000 
Americans. Today, about 1.1 million Americans are living with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS, and 
one fifth of those infected are unaware of their infection.  
West Virginia ranks 40th in the United States for HIV prevalence. 
As the Affordable Care Act leads to more people being insured, the federal government is encouraging 
local departments to charge insurers for services that had been taxpayer funded. 
April 8, 2013 
(1) 
By Rachel Lucas 
NORFOLK, Va. (WVVA)--Nearly 6,300 Dollar Tree employees are waiting to hear whether a federal 
judge in Norfolk certifies a lawsuit over wages as a class action. 
The workers claim they often worked through their unpaid half-hour lunch breaks and are now seeking 
overtime for those hours. The lawsuit alleges that to provide low-cost merchandise and still maximize 



profits, Dollar Tree maintained a policy or practice of requiring thousands of hourly employees and 
assistant managers to work without pay. 
According to reports, U.S. District Judge Raymond Jackson has granted conditional certification of the 
class. Attorneys from both sides will present additional evidence before Jackson makes a final decision. 
Tim Reid, a spokesman for Chesapeake-based Dollar Tree, said the company has a longstanding policy 
not to comment on pending litigation. 
April 8, 2013 
(1, 2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (WVVA) - One local library is receiving a much needed boost from state 
funding. 
The Durbin branch of Pocahontas County Free Libraries and Valley Head Library each received a 
$20,000 grant. 
Those along with six other libraries in West Virginia are receiving funding to begin construction and 
renovation projects. 
The West Virginia Library Commission announced the supplemental grants on Monday. 
Shepherdstown Public Library received the largest grant, $25,000. 
Belington Public Library, Keyser-Mineral County Public Library and Mountaintop Public Library in 
Tucker County each received a $10,000 grant. 
The commission also awarded at $19,663 grant to Cabell County Public Library and a $20,165 grant to 
Pleasants County Public Library. 
April 8, 2013 
(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. - A bill that would likely weaken selenium regulations in West Virginia is 
headed to the Senate floor for a final vote. 
The bill passed by the Senate Judiciary Committee Monday would allow the state Department of 
Environmental Protection to implement a state-specific standard for selenium discharges from mining 
sites. If sites are found to have exceeded guidelines it would trigger additional monitoring instead of 
punishment. 
The state standards would require approval from the federal Environmental Protection Agency. The EPA 
has been revising its selenium standards since 2004 and said there would be new standards by the end of 
this year. 
The coal industry argues that federal standards are not applicable to West Virginia's fast moving streams. 
Studies have found selenium harmful to aquatic life, and to humans with high-level exposure. 
April 8, 2013 
(2) 
UPDATE: 
A meeting in Ronceverte decided a citizen request to allow chickens within city limits should move 
forward. 
The meeting happened Monday night at the Ronceverte City Hall before the Ronceverte Board of 
Zoning Appeals. 
People on both sides of the "chicken issue" met there to voice their concerns and opinions. 
Citizens opposed to the chickens said they would be a nuisance to neighbors, citing their loud squawking 
and smell, as well as potential pollution concerns. 
Those fighting for the chickens to be allowed in town said they would provide fresh eggs for the table 
and natural fertilizer for spring gardens. 
The board voted unanimously to move the issue up to the city council. 
Marty Smith, Chair of the Ronceverte Board of Zoning Appeals, said, "Our request is that it go back to 
the city [along with] our request for them to draft an ordinance." 
The ordinance would be drafted by an appointed committee. 
"Then they will have public hearings," Smith said. "There are a lot of people who would like to have 
[chickens] and I think if we do it this way, it's fair to everybody." 



The drafting of a new ordinance would not immediately change the existing ordinance that prohibits 
"domestic fowl" from city limits, Smith reminded those present at the meeting.   
"It is just a step," he said. "It just wouldn't be fair not to move forward in the process if this is what the 
people really want." 
April 8, 2013 
(10) 
FAYETTE COUNTY (WVVA) - Both southbound lanes of Interstate 77 are now reopened in Fayette 
County after being closed due to a multi-vehicle accident. 
The crash near mile marker 64 in Fayette County involved at least two tractor-trailers. 
Both southbound lanes were closed for approximately three hours as crews cleared the scene. 
Further details are unknown at this time. 
WVVA News will provide further details as they are made available. 
April 8, 2013 
(2) 
HARPER (WVVA) - An arrest has been made in a Raleigh County breaking and entering. 
Charles Edward Holstein III is charged with breaking into the Happy Camper on Harper Road around 2 
a.m. Monday. 
Investigators say when they arrived on the scene they found Holstein inside, dressed in black. The 
suspect attempted to flee but was apprehended. 
Holstein is being held at Southern Regional Jail on $50,000 bond. 
---- 
Raleigh County Sheriff's Deputies were called to the scene of an early morning break-in Monday.  
According to dispatchers, it happened at the Happy Camper in Harper at 2:10a.m.  
Presently, detectives with the Raleigh County Sheriff's Department are investigating.    
WVVA is following this story closely and will bring you updates as they become available.  
April 9, 2013 
(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- A harsh winter has eaten most of the West Virginia Department of 
Transportation's snow and ice removal budget. 
That will put a dent in the DOH's summer road paving. The agency might not have any leftover snow 
removal funds to fill potholes and do other paving work. 
Last year, Transportation Secretary Paul Mattox diverted nearly $30 million in leftover snow removal 
funds to secondary road paving. 
Department of Transportation spokeswoman Carrie Bly says that the agency has spent $52.7 million of 
its $58.2 million snow and ice removal budget as of April 3. 
Bly tells the Charleston Daily that four of the state's 10 highway districts have overspent their snow and 
ice removal budgets. 
April 9, 2013 
(2) 
By Kristen Connor 
CALDWELL, W. Va (WVVA)-- A shortage of firearm ammunition has retailers, as well as local hunters 
and recreational shooters, worried. 
WVVA spoke with retailers who said certain bullets are nearly impossible to find to stock shelves. 
Others, they said, are too expensive to keep in stock regularly. 
They said some of their customers are buying boxes of bullets wherever and whenever they find them, 
but keeping the ammo instead of using it. 
Talk of gun control legislation in Washington may be to blame. 
Lisa Hudnall, co-owner of the L & S Pistol Range in Caldwell, said her business has been affected by the 
shortage. 
"We've had a small decline," she said, "but that's not because [customers] don't have ammunition. 
They're saving what they have at home. They don't want to use it right now." 



Hudnall said buying new ammunition is also tricky, as the increased demand causes the price to 
skyrocket. 
"[Customers] don't [always] want to buy new because the price is currently going up," she said. 
Ben Hersman of Hersman's Safety Products in Ronceverte said it's hard to even find bullets from 
distributors.  
"It seems every week I'm saying this is the worst it's been," he said. 
Hersman told WVVA that people on the street are finding ways to cash in on the problem, buying 
ammunition in bulk or from stores like Walmart and then selling it dishonestly at a much higher price. 
But even prices from honest retailers can be more than expected. 
"Sometimes we don't even buy bullets from our distributors because we feel the prices are too high," he 
said. "We aren't gauging people, but even prices from manufacturers can be high." 
April 10, 2013 
(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia teachers would get more money for classroom supplies 
and the State Police could train a new cadet class under a revised budget proposal moving in the 
Legislature. 
The version approved Tuesday by the House Finance Committee reverses some of the 7.5 percent cuts 
ordered by Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin. But it still spends $5 million less in general tax revenues than what 
the governor proposed. 
Cuts include $850,000 to the Department of Education's personnel budget. That was required by this 
session's public schools improvement legislation. 
All told, the proposal for the 2013-2014 budget year spends $4.1 billion in general revenues. Other 
sources include $4 billion in federal funds and $408 million from lottery proceeds. 
The House must reconcile the bill with a separate version advancing in the Senate. 
April 10, 2013 
(2) 
MARTINSBURG, W.Va. (AP) -- Berkeley County health officials have restricted short-term admissions 
at a personal care facility after patients showed symptoms of a drug-resistant infection. 
Berkeley County health officer Dr. Diana Gaviria tells The Journal that the restrictions will remain in 
place at Heartland of Martinsburg until steps are taken to better address the problem and to prevent 
future occurrences. 
Heartland spokeswoman Julie Beckett says residents at the Martinsburg facility have had symptoms of a 
bacteria infection known as CRKP. 
The Centers for Disease Control says CRKP infections frequently are resistant to a majority of 
antibiotics. 
Beckett says the facility is encouraging visitors to wash their hands and take other preventive measures 
to reduce exposure to the bacteria. 
She says Heartland is confident these steps will help to curtail the infection. 
April 10, 2013 
(8) 
WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. Postal Service says it will delay plans to cut Saturday mail delivery 
because Congress isn't allowing the change. 
The Postal Service said in February that it planned to cut back in August to five-day-a-week deliveries 
for everything except packages, as a way to hold down losses. 
But a statement Wednesday from agency's Board of Governors notes that Congress has passed a 
spending bill that continues the long-time prohibition against reducing delivery days. 
As a result, the board says it believe that Congress "has left it with no choice but to delay 
implementation" of the five-day-a-week plan. 
April 10, 2013 
(2) 



(WVVA) - The National Rifle Association released the following statement regarding a bipartisan 
Senate deal that would expand background checks for gun buyers. 
Fairfax, Va. - Expanding background checks at gun shows will not prevent the next shooting, will not 
solve violent crime and will not keep our kids safe in schools. While the overwhelming rejection of 
President Obama and Mayor Bloomberg's "universal" background check agenda is a positive 
development, we have a broken mental health system that is not going to be fixed with more background 
checks at gun shows. The sad truth is that no background check would have prevented the tragedies in 
Newtown, Aurora or Tucson. We need a serious and meaningful solution that addresses crime in cities 
like Chicago, addresses mental health deficiencies, while at the same time protecting the rights of those 
of us who are not a danger to anyone. President Obama should be as committed to dealing with the gang 
problem that is tormenting honest people in his hometown as he is to blaming law-abiding gun owners 
for the acts of psychopathic murderers. 
May 29, 2013 
MORGANTOWN, W.Va. (AP) -- Environmentalists say three reclaimed mountaintop removal mining 
sites are still polluting West Virginia waterways, and they're suing the current landowners to stop it. 
The Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, West Virginia Highlands Conservancy and Sierra Club say 
unpermitted runoff violates the federal Clean Water Act. 
Their lawsuits in U.S. District Court in Huntington target three owners. 
David Francis Trust of Huntington owns portions of the former Sprouse Creek West Surface Mine. 
Shepard Boone Coal Co. in Huntington owns part of the former Colony Bay Surface Mine. Shepard is a 
subsidiary of Texas-based Natural Resource Partners. 
Pocahontas Land Corp. of Bluefield owns parts of the former Pounding Mill No. 1 Surface Mine and 
Surface Mine No. 8. It's a subsidiary of Virginia-based Norfolk Southern Corp. 
None of the defendants immediately commented Wednesday. 
May 29, 2013 
CALDWELL, W. Va (PRESS RELEASE)-- The West Virginia Division of Highways announces a road 
closure on Coffman Hill Road CR 41 in Caldwell, from June 3, 2013 to June 7, 2013. 
According to James Moore, District Nine Maintenance Engineer, the road is expected to be closed .10 of 
a mile from the intersection of WV 63, from 8:00 a.m. on June 3rd thru 5:00 p.m. on June 7th to allow 
state crews to replace a bridge.  
Local residents, near Caldwell, are advised to access Coffman Hill Road, CR 41, from WV 63 Monroe 
Draft to CR 41/2 Masters Road, to CR 63/1 Lewis Road during this scheduled time period. Access to 
Coffman Hill Road from Ronceverte will remain open.Motorists are advised to allow additional time for 
their commute, as they must use an alternate route. 
The West Virginia Division of Highways expresses their regret for the inconvenience this causes the 
citizens and guests to the area.  
The anticipated completion date for this project is June 7, 2013. However; please be advised that 
inclement weather or unforeseen circumstances could change the project schedule. 
May 29, 2013 
LEWISBURG, W. Va (WVVA)-- The man convicted of torching State Police cars in Rainelle last 
February has been declared an habitual offender. 
A jury determined on Wednesday that David C. White is the same man who was found guilty of multiple 
felonies, including racketeering in 1991 and being a felon in possession of a firearm in 2000.These were 
the qualifications the state needed to dub him an "habitual offender," which could mean life in prison. 
He was also convicted of arson at the Rainelle State Police barracks last February. 
Greenbrier County prosecutor Patrick Via said, "Mr. White will be subject to a life sentence based upon 
his third felony conviction... now of course he was convicted of 21 separate offenses, so the court will 
have to sort through all 21 of them for sentencing purposes." 
The sentencing is expected in July. 
White voluntarily chose not to testify in his hearing Wednesday. On the way out of the courtroom he told 
reporters that he's innocent. 



To view other WVVA reports about White, click here. 
May 30, 2013 
Firefighters were called to the scene of an early morning blaze in Raleigh County on Thursday.   
Dispatchers said the call came into a residence on Clear Fork Road in Dorothy at 3:30a.m.  
According to 911 operators, the homeowner was able to escape safely and no injuries were reported.  
No word yet on what started the blaze.  
The Whitesville Fire Dept., Clear Fork Vol. Fire Dept., and Coal River Vol. Fire Dept. responded.  
May 30, 2013 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Three police agencies in West Virginia are teaming up to help children 
at risk of abuse or neglect because of adult prescription drug abuse. 
West Virginia State Police Superintendent Col. Jay Smithers says in a news release that children are the 
casualties of prescription drug abuse. 
State police and sheriff's departments in Kanawha and Putnam counties will begin participating in the 
Drug Endangered Children Tracking System on July 1. 
Officers will enter every felony drug arrest in the two counties into the system. This information will be 
shared with child protection workers. 
State police spokesman Sgt. Michael Baylous says the goal is to help child protection workers identify 
situations in which children are abused or neglected. 
May 30, 201 
CHRISTIANSBURG, Va. (AP) -- A southbound stretch of Interstate 81 in Montgomery County has 
reopened with additional lanes to avoid an unstable rock slope. 
The Virginia Department of Transportation closed the southbound lanes after the unstable slope was 
discovered on Wednesday. The slope is in a work zone where a truck climbing lane is under construction 
between mile markers 120 and 125. 
VDOT reopened the highway Thursday morning after the climbing lane contractor paved additional 
southbound lanes to route traffic away from the slope. A barrier wall also has been installed. 
VDOT says there's a 25-foot deep crack in the unstable section of the slope, which appears to be about 
60 feet wide and 60 feet tall. 
Geotechnical experts are working to determine the safest way to remove the slope. 
May 30, 2013 
By Kristen Conner 
BECKLEY, W. Va (WVVA)-- A recent report tags a Raleigh County doctor as West Virginia’s top 
prescriber of the main medication hydrocodone, which is highly addictive and often sold illegally. 
We spoke with Dr. Iraj Derakhshan about prescribing these pills on Thursday. 
He said pain is the most common complaint he receives as a neurologist, and helping people feel better 
is his job. He considers pain prescriptions a necessary part of how he treats his patients, and told WVVA 
in many cases it's the best way to make them comfortable. 
"We are to be trusted by our patients," he said. "We must not be over-suspicious because we are, we are 
going to miss [the] opportunity to help the patient." 
He said he does his job with the patients in mind. 
"The patient's well-being is [taken into] the utmost consideration," he said. 
Of course, prescribing medication isn't a crime, and doctors who do it can not be prosecuted according to 
law.  
Raleigh County Sheriff Steve Tanner said doctors are legally allowed to write prescriptions for their 
patients as they see fit. 
May 31, 2013 
BLUEFIELD, W.Va. (AP) -- A southern West Virginia mine foreman indicted by a federal grand jury on 
safety violation charges is set to stand trial this summer. 
A July 30 trial date has been set for 36-year-old Craig Belcher of Bluefield. 
The Bluefield Daily Telegraph reports that Belcher was released this week on a $10,000 bond. 



He was charged in April with four counts of providing a false statement, representation and certification 
in a Mine Safety and Health Administration document. 
The alleged incidents occurred at mines in Wyoming, Fayette and McDowell counties. 
View previous report on Belcher's arrest 
The indictment says Belcher signed reports that he completed mine inspections between January 2009 
and July 2010. However, Belcher wasn't certified as a foreman when the reports were completed, and he 
allegedly used foreman's certificate numbers that weren't his. 
May 31, 2013 
SUN VALLEY (WVVA) - The Mercer County Sheriff's Office is investigating a fatal crash involving a 
truck and a motorcycle. 
It happened shortly after 5 p.m. on route 20 in Sun Valley, near Sun Valley School. 
Few details were made available but we are told the motorcyclist died in that crash. 
WVVA will provide more information as it is made available. 
June 1, 2013 
By Annie Moore 
OCEANA (WVVA) - A community comes together after a documentary rocks their foundation.  
'Oxyana' took home top honors at the Tribeca Film Festival in April, but the film's debut was not nearly 
as well received by residents.  
With babies crawling through barbwire and dark shadow cast, town hall organizer D.J. Morgan said the 
film is more reminiscent of a scene from the Walking Dead than the town he calls home. 
Morgan decided it was time to fight back and called for a town hall.  
"Mr. Dunne spent three weeks in our community. He used those three weeks to try to define us, Oceana, 
in his own terms. Today, we start to define our town in our own terms," said Morgan.  
On Friday,Morgan, Oceana Councilman Jim Cook, Senator Joe Manchin, Congressman Nick Rahall, 
W.Va. Secretary of State Natalie Tennant, and U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of W.Va. Booth 
Goodwin spoke to a crowd of more than 300 people on the prescription pill abuse problem in Southern 
West Virginia. 
"Having people together talking about things is an extraordinarily positive sign and it's going to make a 
world of difference," said Goodwin.  
"Truth be told, Mr. Dunn told a story we didn't like. But here's where we have to get real. The film did 
speak to a prescription pill problem we have in this area and now we're going to come together for a 
solution." added Morgan.  
From tougher laws to more treatment facilities, dozens of ideas were brought to the table by state 
leaders, law enforcement, and members of the community. But at the end of the day, Morgan said one 
thing is clear. "It's time to take our town back." 
The group will reconvene six months from Friday for a second town hall scheduled for December 5, 
2013.   
June 2, 2013 
Two people were injured after a fight in Fayette County Saturday night.  
It happened just after 11:00p.m., when Sheriff's deputies say shots were fired near a residence on 
Wingrove Hill Road in Scarbro.  
Upon their arrival at the scene, deputies say they discovered a man involved in the fight had been struck 
by a vehicle, while a second individual had fled the scene.    
After transporting the man to Plateau Medical Center for treatment, detectives say a woman also 
believed to be involved in the fight showed up with a gunshot wound to the arm and side.  
Detectives say injuries to both individuals appear to be non-life threatening.  
The incident remains under investigation by Fayette County Sheriff's detectives. Anyone with 
information is urged to contact the Fayette County 911 Center or Crimestoppers at (304)255-STOP.  
June 3, 2013 
BECKLEY, W.Va. (AP) -- A commission studying West Virginia's highways will visit six cities this 
month to gather public input on how to address the system's needs. 



West Virginia Blue Ribbon Highways Commission chairman Jason Pizatella says public hearings will be 
held in Beckley, Wheeling, Fairmont, Martinsburg, Parkersburg and Huntington. 
Pizatella tells The Register-Herald that dates and meeting locations haven't been determined yet. 
Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin established the commission in August 2012 to develop a long-term plan for the 
state's highway system. 
The commission has discussed tax and fee increases to raise funding for maintenance and repairs. But its 
final recommendations won't be made until after the public hearings are held. 
Engineering consulting firm CDM Smith told the commission in May that more than 1,300 miles of state 
roads are deficient. 
June 3, 2013 
By Jordan Pruitt 
BLUEFIELD, WV (WVVA) -- The Bluefield, WV Fire Department is extending the deadline for 
Firefighter applications.  
BFD is conducting entry level tests for probationary firefighters. 
A qualified applicant must: 

• Be between the ages of 18 and 35 
• Be in Good Physical Condition 
• Have a high school diploma or G.E.D. 
• Have a valid West Virginia Drivers License and 
• Be a resident of Mercer County 

Applications will be accepted, in person, at the Bluefield City Clerk's Office at 200 Rogers Street. The 
deadline for submitting applications is Friday, June 7, at 4:30 p.m. 
  
June 3, 2013 
By Kristen Conner 
RICHLANDS, V. a. (WVVA)-- A group from North Carolina hopes to help Southwest Virginia reduce 
its prescription drug abuse problem. 
The Lazarus Project, a community effort in NC aimed at stopping opiate abuse, came to Tazewell 
County Wednesday to hold a forum with leaders there. They brainstormed ideas about how to tackle the 
problem, together.  
Police said Wednesday that overdose deaths in Tazewell County are the highest per capita in the 
Commonwealth.  
The group wants to save lives, but also motivate the whole community to act. 
Fred Brason, President of Project Lazarus, said, "We help build coalitions in communities. It's not 
somebody coming in from the outside saying, 'we're going to fix your problem.' That's not what we're 
about. We're helping, through technical assistance and training, how community coalitions can address 
the problem themselves." 
One Care of Southwest VA is partnering with The Lazarus Project in Tazewell County. They hope to act 
on ideas they have brainstormed in the coming months. 
June 4, 2013 
WHEELING, W.Va. (AP) -- A secretary who says she was fired over a Facebook posting made from her 
home computer and on her own time is suing a West Virginia sheriff's department for federal civil rights 
violations. 
Sonya Olako says she was fired last year because she told people to avoid a Wheeling restaurant owned 
by a friend of her boss, Ohio County Sheriff Patrick Butler. 
She originally sued Butler and the County Commission in circuit court in March. The case has been 
moved to U.S. District Court. 
Butler declined comment Tuesday. County Administrator Greg Stewart didn't immediately return a 
message. 
Olako contends her rights to free speech, due process and a speedy trial were violated. 



Her lawsuit accuses county officials of breach of contract, intentional infliction of emotional distress and 
wrongful discharge. 
June 4, 2013 
TAZEWELL (WVVA) - The Tazewell County Sheriff's Office thanked the public for tips leading to the 
swift capture of a wanted sex offender. 
Authorities were seeking 53-year-old Charles Gary Davis, who was wanted for failure to report his 
whereabouts. 
Shortly after posting the information to its Facebook page Tuesday, the sheriff's office updated the initial 
post to report that Davis was now in custody. 
June 5, 2013 
By Caroline Bach 
BECKLEY (WVVA) -- The Supreme Court voted earlier this week, 5-4, that it is constitutional for 
police to take DNA samples of criminal suspects’ right after arresting them.   
For people in Virginia, a state law already supports that ruling, but in West Virginia DNA can only be 
taken from suspects after conviction. 
Some people say the DNA swab is an invasion of privacy, while others stand by the notion that it's in the 
best interest of public safety. 
"There have been DNS testing of people that has led to the solving of old murder cases or old sexual 
assault cases where they didn't really have a suspect, but they had a DNA sample from the person that 
has committed the crime," says Lt. Larry Lilly with the Raleigh County Sheriff's Dept.   
Police also say this is a way of bringing 21st century technology into their investigations.   
June 5, 2013 
By Kevin Niewood 
BLUESTONE REST STOP W. Va. (WVVA)- Roadcheck 2013 is in full swing in West Virginia. 
It's an effort by the Public Service Commission to crack down on unsafe commercial vehicles and 
drivers. 
PSC transportation enforcement officers accomplish this by inspecting commercial vehicles and drivers, 
emphasizing the importance of brake system maintenance and preventing driver fatigue by checking 
drivers' hours of service. 
Today was day two of the safety inspections, and they will continue through tomorrow evening. 
June 6, 2013 
MONTGOMERY (NEWS RELEASE) - A Fayette County man has been arrested on drug charges. 
Sheriff Steve Kessler released the following information concerning this arrest:  
 
During the early morning hours of Wednesday, June 05, 2013, officers from the Central West Virginia 
Drug Task Force, assisted by the Special Response Team of the Fayette County Sheriff's Office, 
executed a search warrant at a residence in Montgomery, WV. This search warrant was issued after 
members of the drug task force used an informant to purchase drugs out of this residence the previous 
day.  
 
During the execution of this search warrant officers seized a small quantity of marijuana, seventeen 
baggies of cocaine, digital scales and more than $6,000.00 in U.S. Currency, as well as a .38 revolver. 
Michael King, Jr., age 26, of Montgomery was arrested and charged with the felony offense of 
possession of a controlled substance with intent to deliver. He was arraigned in the Magistrate Court of 
Fayette County and was remanded to the Southern Regional Jail in lieu of a $10,000.00 bond.  
 
"Slowly, but surely, we are making progress in identifying and arresting those individuals who are 
selling illicit drugs in our communities," said Sheriff Kessler. "Officers from the Drug Task Force have 
been conducting investigations throughout all areas of the county. If you have information about 
someone selling drugs in your community, please let us know."  
 



This case remains under investigation by the Central West Virginia Drug Task Force. Anyone having 
any information about drug activity in Fayette County is urged to contact the Sheriff's Office at (304) 
574-4216 or Crime Stoppers at (304) 255-7867 or you may submit a tip through either the Crime Tips 
section of the Sheriff's Office website, http://fayettesheriffwv.net/ or through our Department Facebook 
page, "Fayette County Sheriff's Department." 
June 6, 2013 
BECKLEY (NEWS RELEASE) -- A Raleigh County man has been arrested on charges of financial 
exploitation of the elderly. Sheriff Steve Kessler released the following information concerning this 
arrest:  
 
Joey Scott Voiers, age 44, of Beckley, WV, was arrested earlier this morning and charged with the 
felony offenses of Obtaining Money Under False Pretenses and Financial Exploitation of the Elderly. He 
was arraigned in the Magistrate Court of Fayette County and was released on a $50,000.00 bond.  
 
This arrest stemmed from a months-long investigation conducted by the Detective Bureau of the Fayette 
County Sheriff's Office. According to the criminal complaint filed in the Magistrate Court of Fayette 
County against Mr. Voiers, he is alleged to have fraudulently obtained payment for repairs and 
renovations that were either not performed or were not performed to an acceptable standard on one of 
the historic buildings in Fayetteville owned by an elderly local resident. He is further alleged to have 
taken financial advantage of this elderly female by having her co-sign for a vehicle loan and pay for his 
vehicle insurance, cable television services and cell phone service. He is also alleged to have used a 
credit card issued to this elderly female to incur several thousand dollars in fraudulent charges and to 
have obtained several thousand dollars from her bank account. These charges cover a period between 
2008 and early 2013 when this was initially reported to the Fayette County Sheriff's Office.  
 
"The information gathered during this investigation indicates that Joey Voiers began renting an 
apartment from this elderly female around 2008 and agreed to perform repairs and renovations to her 
residence in exchange for a reduced rate of rent," said Sheriff Kessler. "He apparently gradually won the 
trust of this elderly female and then began taking financial advantage of her. Instead of paying rent it 
appears that he convinced this elderly female to pay all of his bills and provide him with large amounts 
of cash. Several of the checks that were cashed by Mr. Voiers were apparently cashed at a time that this 
elderly female was either in a local hospital or in a skilled nursing facility."  
 
Sheriff Kessler went on to add, "We take the financial exploitation of the elderly very seriously. Over the 
past several years the Fayette County Sheriff's Office and the Office of the Fayette County Prosecuting 
Attorney have worked together to advocate for the passage of new laws strengthening the protection for 
our elderly residents against financial fraud and manipulation."  
 
This case remains under investigation by the Detective Bureau of the Fayette County Sheriff's Office. 
Anyone having any information concerning this investigation is urged to contact the Sheriff's Office 
Detective Bureau at (304) 574-4263 or Crime Stoppers at (304) 255-7867 or you may submit a tip 
through either the Crime Tips section of the Sheriff's Office website, http://fayettesheriffwv.net/ or 
through our Department Facebook page, "Fayette County Sheriff's Department." 
June 6, 2013 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Federal investigators are releasing more than 1,400 pages of documents 
about a natural gas pipeline explosion in Sissonville, but they won't reveal the cause. 
The National Transportation Safety Board said Thursday's document dump will contain interview 
transcripts, photos and other facts collected during the continuing investigation. 
They say conclusions about the explosion will come when the final investigation report is finished. 
A 20-inch transmission line owned by Columbia Gas Transmission ruptured Dec. 11, 2012, near 
Interstate 77. 



The blast hurled a 20-foot section of pipe more than 40 feet. 
No one was killed or seriously injured. But the explosion and resulting fireball destroyed several homes 
and cooked a stretch of I-77. 
A preliminary investigation found the decades-old pipe had corroded, losing 70 percent of its original 
thickness. 
June 6, 2013 
By Gil McClanahan 
Bluefield - "Criminal organizations who used to deal in crack cocaine are now dealing in illegal 
prescription drugs," says U.S. attorney Booth Goodwin. 
He came to Mercer County Thursday morning to talk about how one effort to battle prescription drug 
distribution is working. 
"It involves a significant amount of undercover investigation as well as a number of investigative 
techniques designed to get at the heart of an organization," says Goodwin. 
Organizations that Goodwin says are selling illegal prescription drugs across Southern West Virginia. He 
points out the Bluefield Pill Initiative, the effort by law enforcement to battle illegal prescription drugs 
has resulted in more than 50 arrests in 2 years.  Sixteen individuals are named in a 51-count indictment 
unsealed Wednesday with 5 more indictments unsealed Thursday. 
"These drugs are flowing into these communities and being distributed by this network, and we got 
pretty far up the food chain with this one.  It's a significant dent," says Goodwin. 
That's welcome news for one county in particular. McDowell County Sheriff Martin West says his 
county leads the state in drug overdose deaths. 
"We're working together to solve the problem. We may not get it all done, but we're putting a good dent 
in it in order to let them know we're there," says Sheriff West. 
If you think law enforcement may be letting illegal drug activity continue, authorities say think again. 
"A lot of things go on sometime doesn't mean we are not working. It takes time and patience," says 
Sheriff West. 
"You are not going to see us coming.  You are not going to see law enforcement in these efforts," says 
Goodwin. 
Goodwin says 70 percent of illegal pills come from the medicine cabinets of friends and family. 
He advises clean out your medicine cabinets and get rid of expired or unused prescriptions by taking 
them to a "Prescription Drug Takeback Event" or mix them with coffee grounds or cat litter and thrown 
them away. 
June 7, 2013 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Alpha Natural Resources is planning to idle an underground mine in 
Boone County. 
About 160 workers will be affected by the closure of Alpha subsidiary Independence Coal's Justice No. 1 
Mine near Uneeda and a related cutback of operations at the nearby Liberty Processing Plant. 
A spokeswoman for the Bristol, Va.-based company said Friday that officials will meet with miners next 
week to discuss pay and benefits for those impacted. 
The Charleston Gazette reports that the company cited low prices for steel-making coal for the move. 
Alpha acquired the mine when it purchased Massey Energy in June 2011. Federal records show the mine 
produced about 750,000 tons of coal last year. 
The mine also was targeted for increased safety enforcement after the Upper Big Branch Mine explosion. 
June 8, 2013 
3 
By Caroline Bach 
 
DANIELS (WVVA) -- School may be out for summer, but West Virginia school officials are continuing 
their education on the new legislation that passed during this year's regular session. 
  



Superintendents and elected board members attended a weekend conference at Glade Springs Resort to 
discuss the new policies for the upcoming school year. 
For example, Senate bill 359 made reforms to public education. Under the bill, school boards are 
obligated to provide an instructional term for students of at least 180 separate days of actual classroom 
time.  
More than 100 educators were in attendance.   
June 10, 2013 
3 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- The West Virginia Department of Education is preparing to launch a 
summer meal program for students 
The federal Summer Food Service Program provides meals in lower-income areas to children who don't 
have access to federal school breakfast or lunch programs. 
The Department of Education plans to announce feeding sites Monday. These sites include schools, 
churches, parks, summer camps and housing complexes. 
June 10, 2013 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- The West Virginia Parkways Authority is taking steps to improve safety 
on the West Virginia Turnpike following several accidents. 
On Friday, two separate accidents snarled traffic for several hours. A truck tipped over near the Sharon 
exit and another truck smashed through a guard rail and went over a hill near the Paint Creek Exit. 
Another truck turned over near the Mahan exit on Thursday. 
Parkways authority general manager Greg Barr tells WSAZ-TV that he believes a lot of the problems are 
due to a slippery road caused by rain mixing with asphalt oil and drivers going too fast for road 
conditions. 
This week, the road surface will be tested for friction quality and adjustments will be made if needed. 
State police patrols will be stepped up. 
June 10, 2013 
LEWISBURG (NEWS RELEASE) -- A traffic stop led Lewisburg Police to a discovery of a meth lab in 
a residential neighborhood.  
Officers stopped a vehicle driven by Brian Allen Woody,29 of Lewisburg who was wanted on Federal 
Probation Violation Charges. Woody was placed under arrest for those charges without incident.  
Upon inventory of the vehicle, officers noticed items consistent with the manufacture of a 
methamphetamine lab.  A subsequent search of Woody's residence, revealed other meth ingredients and 
a white powdery substance believed to be cocaine. 
Tara Lee Woody, 31 of Lewisburg was also taken into custody at the residence. 
Brain Woody has been charged with Operation of a clandestine Drug Lab. He is in the Southern 
Regional Jail in Beckley in lieu of a $25,000.00 bond. He will also face federal charges on the Probation 
Violation charges.  
Tara Woody is charged with operation of a clandestine drug lab and possession of cocaine. She is in the 
Southern Regional Jail in lieu of a $1000.00 bond. 
June 10, 2013 
By Caroline Bach 
BECKLEY (WVVA) – A local mayor's resignation is causing a stir in the city. 
Beckley Mayor Emmett Pugh plans to step down at the end of this year.  This is following the West 
Virginia Ethics Commission investigation on nine alleged violations. 
Still Pugh maintains his innocence. 
Some people in Raleigh County say, guilty or innocent, it's time to move on. 
"Beckley has an outstanding council group that can do what has to be done.  I believe at this point 
[Mayor Pugh's] being here is more of a stumbling block than help," says Mary Bowyer of Raleigh 
County. 
There will be room for remarks from the public at Beckley's Common Council Meeting Tuesday evening 
at 7 p.m. inside City Hall.   



June 11, 2013  
By Gil McClanahan 
Princeton - Princeton Police Chief Paul Powell has retired in the midst of an internal investigation. 
The retirement is effective June 7th. 
Powell had been on administrative leave while as claims of "improper protocol" were investigated. 
Lieutenant J.W. Howell was appointed acting chief. 
City Manager Elke Doom says Howell will remain in that position for the next six months. 
She adds at that point she will review the progress of the department and determine if a nationwide 
search for a permanent chief begins or if city leaders promote from within. 
Powell was named Princeton police chief in January 2012 after the retirement of Chief Bill Harman. 
June 12, 2013 
BECKLEY (WVVA)- After the West Virginia Ethics Commission handed down a decision in the case, 
all eyes turned to the Beckley Common Council to see how they would react to the decision about Mayor 
Emmett Pugh. 
While the council did not take a vote to force the Mayor out of office-- a motion was proposed to hire an 
outside attorney to get a second opinion on the matter. 
The motion passed five to two and was met with opposition from those in the audience as well as Mayor 
Pugh. 
The council has a list of outside attorneys to choose from and will now begin the selection process.  
June 12, 2013 
3 
BECKLEY (WVVA) - With school out for summer break, officials are now looking into new policies 
for next year. 
The Raleigh County Board of Education met Tuesday night and heard arguments on both sides of the 
issue of student drug testing. 
More than 50 parents and teachers were in attendance. 
If the board approves the proposal during its June 25 meeting, all students involved in after-school 
functions would be subjected to drug testing. 
What do you think? Would you support drug testing of students involved in after-school activities? Tell 
us below... 
June 12, 2013 
EDMOND (WVVA) - A Fayette County man has been arrested on drug charges. 
John George Benger, 57, of Edmond was arrested Tuesday and charged with possession of a controlled 
substance with intent to deliver and delivery of a controlled substance after a search executed at his 
residence turned up 58 Roxycodone pills. 
The search warrant was obtained after officers made controlled purchases at the Edmond residence 
earlier on Tuesday. 
Benger was released on $25,000 bond. 
June 12, 2013 
PRINCETON (WVVA) - State Police have arrested four convicted sex offenders wanted in Mercer 
County for failure to provide updated information. 
On Monday, Sgt. M.A. Smith and Corp. J.C. Long apprehended Roge Stone, Steven Levister and Ricky 
Compton. Fredrick Beggs was picked up on Wednesday morning. 
Long says a fifth convicted offender, Jason Williams, is still at large. 
On an unrelated case, Long says warrants have also been obtained for the arrest of Melanie Lambert for 
failure to register is a convicted child abuser in Mercer County. 
According to previous WVVA reports, Lambert was arrested in early 2010 on charges connected to the 
abuse of her son who was four years old at the time. 
June 12, 2013 
The former high school counselor from Mercer County on the run for 18 months has been arrested in 
Florida.  Brett Bowyer was wanted for possession of child pornography. 



According to Space Coast Daily, a Florida Highway Patrol trooper pulled Bowyer over for failing to 
move over for a Brevard County deputy around 10:40 Wednesday morning.  FHP officials said Bowyer 
gave the trooper a false name but was identified using a handheld fingerprint scanner. 
He was charged with resisting without violence and attaching a tag not assigned to a vehicle in addition 
to his active warrant. 
Bowyer, a former high school counselor and coach at Princeton Senior High,  pleaded guilty to charges 
in 2011 but fled in before he was sentenced.  He was later featured on "America's Most Wanted.” 
June 12, 2013 
FAYETTE COUNTY (WVVA) - An outcry from citizens in Fayette County, may actually have some 
grounds. 
New water tests are showing oil and gas drilling waste could be leaking into water near the Lochgelly 
underground injection control well, at Wolfcreek. 
The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection had denied the Lochgelly well was 
dangerous to water. 
Last week, a public hearing was held for residents of Fayette County to voice their concerns. 
The DEP is investigating to see if the samples do in fact trace back to the well.  
June 13, 2013 
LEWISBURG, W. Va (PRESS RELEASE)-- Lewisburg Police arrested a Raleigh County couple on 
various narcotics charges after a routine traffic stop on Wednesday afternoon.  
David Anthony Basham, 49 and his wife Karen Sue Basham 42, of Mabscott were taken into custody 
after officers found Adderall, Oxycodone, Amphetamine-- all schedule II controlled substances-- as well 
as Diazepam and a substance believed to be heroin in the vehicle.  
Various drug paraphanelia were also found. 
David Basham is charged with one count of possession of a controlled substance. He was arraigned 
before Greenbrier County Magistrate Doug Beard and released on a $1000.00 bond. 
Karen Basham is charged with five counts of possession of a controlled substance and is lodged in the 
Southern Regional Jail in lieu of a $2000.00 bond.  
Cpl. D.B. Eggleston is the arresting officer in this incident. 
June 13, 2013 
RALEIGH COUNTY (WVVA) - A Hinton man is recovering from two gunshot wounds after police say 
he fired shots at a state trooper responding to his residence. 
Corp. J.D. Cooper of the Hinton detachment of the State Police responded to a complaint of a man -- 
identified as 63-year-old Gary Richmond -- shooting in the River Road area of Raleigh County, near the 
Summers County line on Thursday evening. 
Upon arrival, Cooper found Richmond inside his residence holding a revolver, according to a news 
release from the West Virginia State Police. 
The release further states that Cooper ordered Richmond to put down the gun, to which Richmond 
responded by firing a shot at Cooper, missing him. 
Cooper then returned fire. 
Richmond was flown to Charleston Area Medical center for treatment for gunshot wounds to the chest 
and abdomen. 
Cooper did not receive any serious injuries. 
Richmond will be charged in Raleigh County for attempted first-degree murder and wanton 
endangerment upon his release from the hospital. 
A State Police spokesperson says Cooper has been placed on critical incident leave. 
Following is the full news release from the West Virginia State Police: 
South Charleston, West Virginia – On Wednesday, June 12, 2013, at approximately 6:30pm, Corporal 
J. D. Cooper of the Hinton Detachment, responded to a complaint of a man shooting in the River Road 
area of Raleigh County, near the Hinton City limits.  The initial information received identified Mr. Gary 
Richmond (63 years of age, from 171 River Road, Hinton, WV) as the shooter.  When Corporal Cooper 
arrived, Mr. Richmond was not found outside his residence.  Therefore, Corporal Cooper knocked on the 



front door of his residence.  Mr. Richmond opened the door and could be clearly seen holding a revolver 
in his hand. 
Corporal Cooper verbally ordered Mr. Richmond to put the weapon down; however, Mr. Richmond fired 
the weapon at Corporal Cooper and narrowly missed him.  Corporal Cooper responded to the immediate 
threat by returning fire with his department issued firearm.  Mr. Richmond retreated back into his 
residence for a moment and then emerged in another attempt to kill Corporal Cooper.  Corporal Cooper 
fired his weapon again causing Mr. Richmond to retreat into his residence and collapse on the floor. 
Mr. Richmond was flown to Charleston Area Medical Center for treatment for a gunshot wound to chest 
and abdomen.  Fortunately, Corporal Cooper did not receive any serious injuries.  Warrants will be 
obtained on Mr. Richmond in Raleigh County for attempted first degree murder and wanton 
endangerment.  These warrants will be served upon his release from the hospital. 
"Looking back over my nearly 40 years in law enforcement, I can't recall a time when there was as much 
violent behavior directed specifically at police officers.  It almost seems that on a daily basis, Troopers 
are confronted with angry folks who have absolutely no regard for the welfare of others.  While these 
types of attitudes may have been historically prevalent in other parts of the country, for the most part, 
they did not exist here in West Virginia.  I am relieved that Corporal Cooper was able to return home to 
his family after this incident; however, I am saddened by what seems to be an increasing trend of violent 
and aggressive behavior toward authority figures in our beloved State." – Colonel C. R. "Jay" Smithers 
   
Authorities have confirmed a shooting in the New River Road area of Raleigh County -- near the 
Summers County line. 
At least one person was wounded in the incident. The extent of injuries is unknown at this time. 
The West Virginia State Police is handling the investigation. Investigating officers could not 
immediately be reached for comment. 
WVVA News will provide more details as they are made available. 
June 13, 2013 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia's Jay Rockefeller is among four U.S. senators asking 
Nickelodeon to ban ads targeted at children that promote and sell junk food and sugar. 
Joining Rockefeller in the letter sent this week to Nickelodeon and its parent company, Viacom, were 
Sens. Dick Durbin of Illinois, Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut and Tom Harkin of Iowa. Rockefeller 
says the letter is aimed at taking steps to ensure kids can live strong, healthy lives. 
A Nickelodeon spokesman didn't immediately return a message for comment Thursday. 
Last June, the Walt Disney Co. became the first major media company to ban ads for junk food on its 
television channels, radio stations and websites. 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 28 percent of West Virginia children are 
considered either obese or overweight. 
June 14, 2013 
LOOKOUT (WVVA) - A Fayette County man was arrested Friday after police say he was caught in the 
act of burglary by a neighbor. 
Michael Ray Clark Jr., 22, was charged with entering without breaking after allegedly attempting to 
burglarize a home in the Lookout area. 
According to a release from the Fayette County Sheriff's Department, a neighbor who saw two 
individuals -- Clark and a juvenile -- enter the residence armed himself with a handgun and detained the 
two until police arrived. 
The juvenile was released to her parents. She has not been charged at this time. 
The house is undergoing renovations. No one was inside at the time of the incident. 
June 17, 2013 
BECKLEY (WVVA) - A teacher at a Raleigh County school has been fired following an investigation 
into allegations that she sent inappropriate text messages to a male student. 
Lori Lester -- a teacher at Trap Hill Middle School -- was terminated by unanimous vote among school 
board members following a special-called hearing that was requested by Lester. 



Lester was not present at the hearing. She was represented by an attorney. 
Rick Snuffer, president of the Raleigh County Board of Education said he could not comment any 
further on Lester's case. 
WVVA's Caroline Bach will have more on this story on WVVA News at Noon, 5 and 6. 
June 17, 2013 
BLUEFIELD (WVVA) - Federal authorities are hoping you can help them catch a suspect wanted on a 
federal warrant for distribution of oxycodone. 
37-year old Kathy Ann Burchett of McDowell County was charged in a 16 count indictment released by 
the U.S. Attorney's Office earlier this month. 
Investigators believe Burchett is in the Bluefield area, possibly staying at a hotel on Cumberland Road. 
She has also been seen walking along College Avenue. 
If you have any information on Kathy Ann Burchett you are asked to call State Police in Princeton at 
304-425-2101. 
June 18, 2013 
Buchanan County authorities arrest a man after finding a meth lab in his home.  A narcotics task force 
team arrested Eddie Dwayne Green, 38, of Puncheon Camp Road Saturday afternoon.  The team was 
executing a warrant for Green when they discovered two 1-pot meth labs in the home.  
After a short foot chase, Green was taken into custody and charged with probation violation.  
Additional charged are to follow.  
The Virginia State Police Clandestine Lab Team conducted the clean up at the meth lab sites. 
The investigation is continuing. 
June 18, 2013 
MABSCOTT (WVVA) -- Heavy rains have been flooding some parts of the two Virginias, and for some 
areas, the clean-up is far from over. 
Raleigh County was hit especially hard.  In Mabscott, one of the lowest elevations in the county, some 
residents saw water more than three feet high. 
The mayor, Wayne Houck, says all of the water that comes from the commercial area on Harper Road, 
drains into Mabscott.  That was especially problematic Monday night and Tuesday during the day.   
"A bulletin came out that it was going to hit Mabscott, MacArthur, and Beaver.  Within 20 minutes it 
came," says Houck.  "It's one of the hardest storms I've seen in probably years." 
White Stick Creek overflowed, flooding about 25 homes and 10 businesses along the stretch.   
Residents say it's up to the Raleigh County Commission to clean out the creek regularly, which 
according to them, hasn't been done in four years. 
"We 're going to get in touch with a core of engineers, the department of natural resources, and after the 
water subsides and goes down, we're going to try and get a permit and get in there and dredge the creek 
that goes down through there," says Dave Tolliver, president of the Raleigh County Commission. 
There is no time table on when they will be able to get a permit. 
In the meantime, the mayor encourages residents to stay out of the water as much of it is contaminated 
from sewage.   
June 19, 2013 
2 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia is increasing enforcement of traffic laws in highway work 
zones in an effort to improve safety. 
The Department of Transportation is using some of its federal grant money to pay for extra work zone 
patrols by West Virginia State Police troopers. 
Media outlets report that state officials announced the safety initiative Tuesday. 
State police spokesman Sgt. Michael Baylous says he believes motorists have become complacent about 
seeing police lights in work zones and think they won't be pulled over for traffic violations. 
With the extra patrols, Baylous says motorists can no longer assume that they won't be pulled over. 
Department of Transportation spokesman Brent Walker says excessive speed or distracted driving are 
responsible for about 90 percent of accidents in work zones. 



June 19, 2013 
3 
HARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- The West Virginia Board of Education has identified nearly 100 schools 
across the state that will get additional support to close learning gaps. 
The board announced Wednesday that 97 schools in 39 counties were identified based on their 
performance. Elementary and middle schools were identified based on test scores. High schools were 
identified based on gaps in graduation rates. 
These schools will get a comprehensive assessment of areas to target over three years. The program is 
part of the state's plan to break away from certain provisions of the federal No Child Left Behind Act. 
The board in April identified a list of priority schools, which were among the lowest 5 percent of Title I 
schools based on school-wide student achievement and a historical lack of progress over three years. 
Following is the full list of affected schools: 
Priority Schools 
RESA 1 

• Mercer County  
o Spanishburg Elementary 

• McDowell County  
o Mount View High 
o Southside K-8 

• Summers County  
o Summers County High 

RESA 2 
• Cabell County  

o Enslow Middle 
o Peyton Elementary 

• Lincoln County  
o Lincoln County High 
o Midway Elementary 

• Logan County  
o Buffalo Elementary 
o Chapmanville Senior High 
o Man Senior High 

• Mingo County  
o Williamson Middle 

• Wayne County  
o East Lynn Elementary 
o Wayne Middle 

RESA 3 
• Kanawha County  

o J.E. Robbins Elementary 
o Watts Elementary 
o Mary C. Snow West Side Elementary 

RESA 4 
• Braxton County  

o Braxton County High 
• Fayette County  

o Ansted Elementary 
o Collins Middle 

• Webster County  
o Glade Middle 
o Webster County High 



RESA 5 
• Wood County  

o Franklin Elementary 
o Jefferson Elementary 

RESA 6 
None 
RESA 7 

• Barbour County  
o Junior Elementary 
o Philippi Middle 

• Preston County  
o Tunnelton-Denver Elementary 

• Taylor County  
o Anna Jarvis Elementary 

RESA 8 
• Berkeley County  

o Burke Street Elementary 
• Grant County  

o Union Educational Complex 
• Hampshire County  

o Hampshire County High 
 

Focus Schools 
RESA 1 

• Mercer County  
o Bluefield Intermediate 
o Bluefield Middle 

• Monroe County  
o Mountain View Elementary/Middle 
o Peterstown Elementary 

• Wyoming County  
o Mullins Middle 
o Pineville Middle 

RESA 2 
• Cabell County  

o Barboursville Middle 
o Cabell Midland High 
o Huntington Middle 
o Southside Elementary 

• Lincoln County  
o Duval PK-8 
o Hamlin PK-8 

• Logan County  
o Chapmanville Middle 
o Holden Central Elementary 

• Mason County  
o Beale Elementary 
o Point Pleasant Intermediate 

• Wayne County  
o Buffalo Elementary 
o Buffalo Middle 



o Ceredo Kenova Middle 
o Lavalette ELementary 

RESA 3 
• Boone County  

o Madison Middle 
o Sherman Jr. High 

• Clay County  
o Clay Elementary 

• Kanawha County  
o Capital High 
o Elkview Middle 
o Holz Elementary 
o Ruffner Elementary 
o Sissonville Elementary 
o Sissonville Middle 

• Putnam County  
o Poca Middle 

RESA 4 
• Braxton County  

o Flatwoods Elementary 
• Greenbrier County  

o Western Greenbrier Middle 
• Nicholas County  

o Richwood Middle 
RESA 5 

• Jackson County  
o Gilmore Elementary 
o Ripley Elementary 
o Ripley Middle 

• Roane County  
o Geary Elementary/Middle 
o Spencer Middle 

• Wood County  
o Blennerhasset Elementary 
o Blennerhasset Jr. High 
o Edison Jr. High 
o Hamilton Jr. High 
o McKinley Elementary 
o Van Devender Jr. High 
o Vienna Elementary 
o Worthington Elementary 

RESA 6 
• Brooke County  

o Wellsburg Middle 
• Hancock County  

o A.T. Allison Elementary 
o Oak Glen Middle 

• Marshall County  
o Sherrard Jr. High 

• Ohio County  
o Bridge Street Middle 



o Warwood Middle 
• Wetzel County  

o New Martinsville School 
RESA 7 

• Barbour County  
o Belington Elementary 
o Philippi Elementary 

• Doddridge County  
o Doddridge County Middle 

• Harrison County  
o Bridgeport Middle 
o Johnson Elementary 
o Mountaineer Middle 
o Salem Elementary 
o South Harrison Middle 
o West Milford Elementary 

• Lewis County  
o Lewis County High 
o Peterson-Central Elementary 
o Robert L. Bland Middle 

• Marion County  
o East Fairmont Jr. High 

• Monongalia County  
o Brookhaven Elementary 
o Cheat Lake Elementary 
o Mason-Dixon Elementary 
o Mountainview Elementary 
o Ridgedale Elementary 
o University High 
o Westwood Middle 

• Preston County  
o Bruceton School 
o Central Preston Middle 
o Kingwood Elementary 
o South Preston Middle 
o Valley Elementary 
o West Preston Middle 

• Randolph County  
o Beverly Elementary 
o Elkins Middle 
o Midland Elementary 

• Taylor County  
o Grafton High 
o Taylor County Middle 

• Tucker County  
o Tucker Valley Elementary/Middle 

• Upshur County  
o Buckhannon Upshur Middle 
o Buckhannon Upshur High 
o French Creek Elementary 
o Tennerton Elementary 



o Union Elementary 
RESA 8 

• Berkeley County  
o Mountain Ridge Intermediate 

• Hampshire County  
o Capon Bridge Middle 
o Romney Middle 

• Jefferson County  
o Shepherdstown Middle 

• Mineral County  
o Burlington Primary 
o Frankfort Middle 

• Morgan County  
o Warm Springs Middle 

 
June 26, 2013 
2 
Stephanie Crace 
CHARLESTON (WVVA) -- The Public Service Commission has issued a warning about scam phone 
calls in Virginia and Kentucky from people claiming to represent electric companies. 
  
The callers threaten to "shut off electric service unless a delinquent bill is paid within a matter of 
hours."  The callers instruct customers to go to Wal-Mart or another store and buy a Green Dot Visa or 
similar pre-paid debit card, load money onto the card and pay over the phone. 
  
Elderly people and businesses are being targeted.  Scammers reportedly have created a sense of 
legitimacy by making the name and number of the power company appear on the victims' caller ID. 
  
Although the scam has not yet been reported in West Virginia, the PSC is reminding West Virginians to 
be vigilant, use common sense if contacted about utility payments and keep the following in mind:  
·       Utility company representatives calling about a delinquent bill would not specify a method of 
payment.   
·       Customers should only use methods authorized by the utility company to pay bills. 
·       Anyone who receives a billing call should try to verify the identity of the caller and report to police 
calls that seem similar to the scam.  
For more information on authorized payment locations, contact your utility company.   
  
June 26, 2013 
3 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- In-state tuition is increasing at least 6 percent at five West Virginia 
higher education institutions. 

The Higher Education Policy Commission approved tuition increases for the 2013-2014 academic year 
at Bluefield State College, West Virginia University, West Virginia State, Fairmont State and Shepherd 
University. 

Media outlets report that the increases approved Tuesday range from 6 percent at WVU to 9 percent at 
West Virginia State. 

Tuition also is going up at other state schools. But those increases are less than 5 percent. The 
commission's approval is required if tuition increases exceed 5 percent. 



All state colleges and universities are facing a 9 percent cut in state funding for the fiscal year that begins 
July 1. 

June 27, 2013 
8 
RICHMOND (WVVA) -- Virginia Governor Bob McDonnel is refusing to comment on a published 
report that he accepted a Rolex watch worth more than $6,000 from a campaign donor.  

The Governor cited ongoing federal and state criminal investigations in his reasoning for talking about 
it. 

According to a Washington Post report, the watch was purchased by Jonnie Williams. Williams is Chief 
Executive for Star Scientific Inc., a nutritional supplement maker.  

McDonnel did say a Richmond prosecutor is reviewing his required economic disclosure forms and 
would amend them if needed. 

June 28, 2013 

2 

Stephanie Crace 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Attorney General Patrick Morrisey is warning West Virginians about a 
scam that's being perpetrated on social media accounts. 
 
Morrisey says many residents have asked his office whether offers to give them thousands of dollars are 
legitimate. They're not. 
 
According to the attorney general, the messages typically appear to come from friends or acquaintances 
saying they just received a large sum of money from a federal agent representing an empowerment 
program.  
 
The messages encourage the reader to click on a link and add the agent as a friend. It then offers to 
provide $50,000 to $150,000 in exchange for a $1,000 to $3,000 shipping fee paid via a wire transfer 
service. 
 
Morrisey says consumers should be wary of free money offers that come out of nowhere or require an 
upfront fee. 

June 30, 2013 

QUINWOOD, W. Va (WVVA) -- Police in Greenbrier County busted a meth lab just before midnight on 
Saturday and arrested a couple. 

It happened at a home on Belltown Road in Quinwood. 

Sergeant Martin and Deputy Solitro with the Greenbrier County Sheriff's Department were following up 
on an anonymous tip when they came to the home, where a lab either had been cooking or had just 
finished cooking as they arrived. 

The lab was outside just 8 feet away from the home. 

Chief Deputy Sloane said 27-year-old Derrick Couch and his wife, 26-year-old Holly Couch, were 
arrested at the scene. 



Their 4 children were also present and Child Protective Services took them into custody. The kids were 
7, 4, 2, and 1 month old. 

Holly and Derrick Couch were each charged with operating a clandestine meth lab and exposing a child 
to methamphetamine.  

They were taken to Southern Regional Jail. 

The Greenbrier County Sheriff's Office was assisted by the West Virginia State Police in the 
investigation. 

 
Network Programming 

 
 
 
 
 

In addition to our locally produced programming specifically designed to respond to the problems and 
needs of our viewing area, network programs often cover issues relating to our local problems and needs. 
The following are selected episodes of regular problems and specials, which, in our judgment, contribute 
to serving the problems and needs of our community.  Highlights of topics and issues televised this 
quarter are detailed. 
 

TODAY SHOW 
Monday-Friday  7:00-11:00 am (240 minutes) 
Saturday   7:00-9:00 am (120 minutes) 
Sunday   8:00-9:00 am (60 minutes) 
 
 
May 20, 2013  
(7-9 a.m.): Map (9-10 a.m.): The latest topics of the day. TBD.  
(9-10 a.m.): The latest topics of the day. TBD.  
(10-11 a.m.): Texting and driving. Lost in suburbia. Summer cooking.  
 
 
 
May 24, 2013  
(7-9 a.m.): Matt Lauer, Savannah Guthrie, Al Roker, Natalie Morales and Willie Geist live from the 
Jersey Shore. New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie guest co-hosts. Fun performs live from the Jersey Shore. 
(9-10 a.m.): Matt Lauer, Savannah Guthrie, Al Roker, Natalie Morales and Willie Geist live from the 
Jersey Shore. Cooking with Bobby Flay and Giada DeLaurentiis. Fun performs live from the Jersey 
Shore. 
(10-11 a.m.): Get Appy. Reel moms. How to lose weight by Memorial Day. Shame-less. Grilling. 
 
 
 

Nightly News 
Monday-Friday  6:30-7:00 pm (30 minutes) 



 
April 1, 2013 
According to data collected by the Centers for Disease Control and analyzed by the “New York Times” 
the number of children diagnosed with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder is increasing with a 53% 
jump in the past decade. NBC’S Robert Bazell reports.  
 
April 1, 2013 
As People Age, it becomes increasingly difficult to perform certain driving tasks such as changing lanes 
and backing up, which is why MIT’S Agelab conducted a study of drivers 60 to 74 years old to see if 
exercise can help people drive their cars more safely as they age.  NBC’S Stephanie Gosk reports.  
 
April 2, 2013 
Every School should consider someone inside with a gun, according to National School Shield Task 
Force director Asa Hutchinson.  NBC’S Pete Williams reports.  
 
 
DATELINE 
Wednesday    8:00-8:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Friday                                      9:00-9:30 pm (30 minutes) 
 
 
Rock Center 
Friday             10:00-11:00 pm 
 
 
APRIL 5, 2013 
 
A growing number of middle-aged adults are discovering that they’ve had a condition since they were 
children and just never recognized it. Doctors estimate that as many as 4% of adults are living with 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder or ADHD. Often, watching their own children struggle with 
ADHD is what inspires parents to seek help for themselves. Kate Snow explores the struggles of adult 
ADHD and the science that shows people with ADHD literally have different brains. Can ADHD be 
overcome? And how does treatment in adulthood change lives? 
 
 
MEET THE PRESS 
Sunday           11:00-12:00 (60 minutes) 
 

 
THE DOCTORS 
Monday-Friday           4:00-5:00 pm (60 minutes) 
 
 
DR. PHIL 
Monday-Friday  3:00-4:00 pm (60 minutes) 
 
 



Short Form Programming 
 
 

 
Short Form Programming provides an opportunity to local organizations to get their 
message out to the community. We produced ten to thirty second commercials for 
anything from job fairs, to tips for a healthier life, even finding the right doctor for you 
in our area. We also support our local foundations that raise awareness for childhood 
cancer, breast cancer, babies born premature, and any health concerns affecting our local 
area. WVVA also organizes its own events, like urging people in our community to work 
towards a healthier lifestyle, while producing segments that help take fugitives of the 
streets, and recognizing veterans and active military personnel that have fought or are 
fighting for our country. 
 
 
 

Special Services Provided for Community 
 

 
 
 

 
CLOSED CAPTIONING 

 
During the quarter, WVVA-TV Closed Captioning regularly scheduled newscasts per 
day Monday-Friday 5:30 am, Monday-Friday 7:25 am, 7:55 am, 8:25 am, 8:55 am; 
Mon.-Fri. 6:00 pm; Mon.-Sun. 11:00 pm.  This allows hearing-impaired viewers, with 
the proper decoding devices, the opportunity to read, in printed text form, on the bottom 
of their television screen, the information presented on the audio portion of the news 
broadcast.  WVVA-TV offers this area’s only closed Captioning local news 
programming. 

Community Outreach 
 
April 16, 2013 
Gil McClanahan Went to the First Christian Church’s Men’s Breakfast to share his opinions on faith and 
community. 
 
2012-2013 Visits by the weather department: 
 
Bluefield Lyons Club 
Women’s Auxiliary, Bluefield 
Red Hat Ladies group, Bluefield 
 



MC of Miss Fireworks pageant in Alderson 
MC of US Marine Corps Memorial Day ceremony, Bramwell 
Judge in local social studies fair at Melrose Elementary 
Judge in regional social studies fair at Mercer Mall 
Toys 4 Tots  
Live remotes from the annual Groundhog day breakfast at Concord University 
Media Bowling tournament at Mountaineer Lanes 
 
School Visits:  
 
Rupert Elementary 
Crab Orchard Elementary 
National College 
Talcott Elementary 
Hinton Area Elementary 
Jumping Branch Elementary 
Lashmeet-Matoaka School 
Kirks Blessings Daycare 
East River Montessori school 
Bluefield Intermediate 
Iaeger Elementary 
Melrose Elementary 
Mountain View School 
Princeton Primary 
Bluewell Elementary School 
Peterstown Middle School 
Richlands Middle School 
Mountain Heart Community Services-preschool 
Preschool in War, WV 
Sun Valley Elementary School 
Glenwood School 
White Sulphur Springs Elementary 
Whitethorn Elementary 
Mercer School 


