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Quarterly Listing of Problems and Needs 

 
 

1. BUSINESS:  Need for jobs; tourism; industry; downtown revitalization; 
compensation; availability of liability insurance; more regional cooperation. 

2. PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH AND WELFARE:  Strengthening of family 
unit, support for single parent families; child abuse; spouse abuse; sexual 
abuse; religion; need for resources for elderly; transportation and housing for 
poor and elderly; more problems for the elderly; needs for disadvantaged; 
nurses, doctors, and dentists; problems of alcohol and drug abuse; racial 
problems; lack of opportunities for blacks; charities. 

3. EDUCATION:  Need for upgrading of system and high educational 
standards; more money and support of system; education for non-traditional 
students; post-graduate educational opportunities; retaining and acquisition 
of new job skills; adaptation to high technology; more parental involvement. 

4. ORGANIZATIONS OF AND FOR YOUTH:  Problems of juvenile 
delinquency; lack of activities; drug and alcohol abuse; need for more jobs; 
teenage pregnancy; letter teen center; better communications and awareness 
of services available. 

5. RECREATION:  Need for more and improved facilities; more cultural 
programs.  Community activities, more sports programs, playgrounds, etc. 

6. ELDERLY:  Services for elderly; seniors living with dignity; senior 
activities and facilities; transportation and housing for poor and elderly; 
senior nutrition. 

7. LABOR:  Lack of job opportunities; unemployment rate in WV; more 
upward mobility in jobs; job training. 

8. GOVERNMENT:  Need for adequate housing for poor and elderly; strong 
community leadership; community pride; increase/decrease population; more 
blacks in political community; long range community planning; community 
clean-ups; better enforcement of minimum housing codes; city-wide effort 
alcohol and drug abuse. 

9. ENVIRONMENT:  Problems of hazardous waste; weapons proliferation; 
nuclear energy; soil erosion; flooding; need for preservation of environment; 
conservation and recycling; pollution control. 

  10. TRANSPORTATION:  Need for better highways, including interstate,          
rail services, maintaining air service, retain bus routes, city street repairs. 

 



Locally Produced Programming 
 

 

 
 

Station WVVA-TV programs to the ascertained problems and needs through a variety of 
programming vehicles.  Being heavily community-oriented and interested in community 
problems and issues, the licensee devotes a very considerable amount of its news time to 
the coverage of significant problems, needs and issues facing the community.  WVVA-
TV has produced and broadcast the following programming material in response to the 
problems and needs of our viewing area. 
 

IN FOCUS 
 

Sunday  9:00-9:30 am (30 minutes) 
If no network programming, repeat 12:00-12:30 pm (30 minutes) 
 
In Focus is a public affairs program of WVVA TELEVISION, INC. that airs twice 
weekly.  The first telecast is on Sunday, 9:00 am, with a repeat the same Sunday at noon 
(if no network programming.)  This program provides discussion of local, state and 
national issues affecting our audience. 
 
 
 

NEWSCHANNEL 6 
 

Monday – Friday 5:30-7:00 am (90 minutes)  
Monday – Friday 5:00-5:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 6:00 - 6:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 11:00-11:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Saturday – Sunday 11:00 - 11:30 pm (30 minutes) 
 
WVVA News at 6 provides the most up-to-date information in the two Virginias with 
periodic in-depth background stories that deal with the problems and important issues of 
the communities we serve. Detail includes date telecast, length of in-depth story, number 
of specific problem or need, and topic.  In most cases, the story was aired on both the 
6:00 and 11:00 pm newscasts. 
 
October 1, 2013 

(2) 
BLUEFIELD (WVVA) - Since initially airing Tuesday evening at 6 p.m., two fugitives featured on 'All Points 
Bulletin' have been apprehended. 



Thanks to viewer tips, Robert Mitchem was picked up by police in the town of Tazewell. Mitchem was 
apparently with a group of people waiting on an inmate to be released form Tazewell Regional Jail when he was 
apprehended. 

Shawna Sexton turned herself in to Bluefield, Va., Police Wednesday afternoon. She was wanted on 
embezzlement charges. 

--- 

BLUEFIELD, Va. (WVVA) - WVVA's popular 'All Points Bulletin' segment is back, with a new host and new 
fugitives to be on the lookout for. 

Bluefield, Va., Police Chief Harry Cundiff now brings his years of law enforcement experience to the weekly 
segment -- which can again be seen every Tuesday on WVVA News at 6. 

In his 'APB' debut, Cundiff wasted little time introducing a new batch of wanted fugitives to WVVA's viewers. 
The fugitives featured on the Oct. 1 edition are: 

 

October 3, 2013 

(2) 
CONWAY, S.C. (AP) -- A 35-year-old Virginia man has been indicted in the 2008 shooting death of a South 
Carolina man. 
The Sun News of Myrtle Beach reported Thursday that an Horry County grand jury has indicted Bradley Gerald 
Mullins of Clintwood, Va., on charges of burglary, armed robbery and murder in the death of 68-year-old Kelly 
Joe Elliott. 
Authorities say Elliott was found dead in his Loris home from gunshot wounds to his head and chest. 
Mullins is being held at county jail without bond on the murder charge and on $500,000 bond on the robbery and 
burglary charges. 
It wasn't immediately clear whether Mullins has an attorney.  Officials say three other men also are facing 
charges in Elliott's death. 
 
October 4, 2013 

(2) 

(WVVA) – The average price for a gallon of gas dropped seven cents in West Virginia this week according to 
AAA. 

The average price for a gallon of regular unleaded is $3.45. That's 37 cents less expensive than a year ago.  

Nationally, gas prices average $3.40 a gallon for the first week of October.  

October 4, 2013 

(2) 

(WVVA) – Applications are being accepted for a program that helps low-income Virginia and West Virginia 
households pay utility bills. 

The program: a nonprofit Dollar Energy Fund, partners with the state to provide grants to maintain or restore gas, 
electric and water service. 

Eligible households can apply once per utility between Oct. 1 and Sept. 30, 2014, to avoid termination.  

The maximum grant amount is $500. 

This year, Appalachian Power will delay grant payments for customers until Dec. 1 and reduce the maximum 
amount to $300. The delay will allow for more funds to be available to cover heating termination notices in the 
late winter months. 

To find out more, check out www.dollarenergyfund.org 



October 5, 2013 

(2) 

BLUEFIELD Va. (WVVA) -- A multi-vehicle accident sends three people to the hospital in Bluefield, VA 
Saturday.  

According to Tazewell County 911, the accident happened around noon at the intersection of College Avenue 
and Stadium Drive.  

Three people were taken to the hospital. No word on the extent of any injuries.  

Bluefield, VA and Bluefield, WV Rescue Squads responded to the scene, along with the Bluefield, WV Fire and 
Police Departments.  

October 5, 2013 

(8) 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) -- Coal has emerged as a defining issue in the race for governor in Virginia. 
 
This week, the stark divide between Republican Ken Cuccinelli and Democratic rival Terry McAuliffe grew 
wider with the release of new proposed federal pollution limits on coal-fired power plants. 
 
The political debate centers on potential job losses that southwest Virginia's coal industry would sustain under 
the guidelines. 
 
But in Virginia, mining and miners have been shed at a steady pace over the last two decades, primarily for 
geological rather than political reasons. Those declines began well ahead of this pitched race for governor. 
 
A number of factors have contributed to the decline, but the industry and analysts say the primary reason is fewer 
accessible coal reserves to mine in Virginia. 
 
October 7, 2013 

(2) 

 MINGO (WVVA) – A new policy requires random drug tests for some students in Mingo County. 

Student athletes, students who participate in extracurricular activities and students who drive to school are 
requires the drug test. 

Parents can also volunteer their children for the test selection process. 

The policy only applies to high school students this year. 

Other school systems such as Cabell, Putnam and Logan counties are also drug testing students.  

October 7, 2013 

(10) 

(WVVA)- The West Virginia Division of Highways is preparing its road crews for the upcoming winter driving 
season. 

Crews in district 10, which includes Raleigh, Mercer, McDowell, and Wyoming counties will be spending this 
week checking their equipment to make sure everything is working properly. 

New plow and salt truck drivers will be using this time to familiarize themselves with their routes and the 
equipment they will be using, most of which is automated to improve efficiency. 

The DOH's winter driving season begins in November and runs through March. 

October 7, 2013 

(1) 



BLUEFIELD, W. Va (WVVA)-- A prominent non-profit in the area is hoping the government shutdown doesn't 
go on for much longer as it awaits the re-instating of its non-profit status. 

The United Way of the Virginias had that status revoked after a mix-up with the IRS, and with the government 
halting operations, this could mean big trouble. 

WVVA spoke exclusively with The United Way of the Virginias Executive Director Michelle Carter.  
 

October 9, 2013 

(2) 

(WVVA) – A new study confirms most patients receive unnecessary treatments that drive up health care costs 
and don't prolong survival. 

Radiation therapy is often used to control pain in cancer patients whose disease has spread to their bones. 
However, previous research has shown a single session of radiation provides just as much pain relief for terminal 
cancer patients as multiple sessions. 

Now, new data shows only three-percent of patients in the study received just a single treatment and nearly half 
underwent more than ten treatments. 

Researchers say single radiation treatments should become routine practice and save patients from unnecessary 
costs and discomfort.  

October 9, 2013 

(2,8) 

WVVA) – Prices for natural gas, electricity and propane are expected to rise this year. 

Homeowners using natural gas will pay about $680 dollars this winter. 

Those with electric heat should see a two percent increase over last year. 

The average bill for heating oil customers will be about $2,000. 

To help curb these costs, Angie's List suggests checking your filter monthly, seal any drafts or leaks and make 
sure furniture doesn't block radiators or vents.  

 

October 9, 2013 

(2) 
PRINCETON (WVVA) - -  

On this day it's raw sewage that has backed up along this section of Route 20 near Princeton, and business owners 
tell us it's not the first time. Because of poor drainage in the area, after it rains water backs up closing one lane of 
traffic. 

"You have a pond, literally a pond that ends up in our lot. It's into the road. Every car that drives by, you're afraid 
to walk out the door, says Gary Watkins, owner of G.W. Wholesale, a used car lot along Route 20. 

Crews from the Green Valley Public Service District worked to clean up the area and correct the sewage 
problem, but Watkins says the issue of the water drainage remains. 

"It's not very pleasant. You can't do business is willing to stand and just be blasted with water," says Watkins. 

Noah Van Blaricom owns a barber shop next door. He believes his business has also been effected. 

"People don't want to park out there and get splashed as they come out of their vehicles.  That's the biggest part of 
it.  The smell is a little overwhelming but the water standing in the road is a great hazard," says Van Blaricom. 

Regarding the problem, Tommy Camden, District Manager for the West Virginia Division of Highways says he 
or one of his workers will take a look at the area to see what can be done. 



We'll let you know what happens. 

October 10, 2013 

(3) 
Grundy, Va.--Buchanan County School has recalled thirty of fifty-one employees laid-off at the end of 
September. 

Superintendent Larry Ashby tells WVVA ten teachers, fourteen aides, three clerical workers, and three 
custodians were called back last week. 

Ashby says the school board used a $586,000 surplus from the employee's Hospitalization Fund to finance their 
salaries. 

He also went to the Buchanan County Board of Supervisors on Monday to try and get $176,000 in funding to 
recall additional laid-off employees. His request was denied. 

Ashby admits he is concerned about next year's budget 

October 11, 2013 

(3, 8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- The state Board of Education has approved a new policy that would give county 
school boards in West Virginia more flexibility to develop their school calendars. 

The Charleston Gazette reports the policy adopted Thursday would also hold boards more accountable for 
keeping students in school for 180 days. 

The policy would require counties to develop a calendar that guarantees at least 180 days of instruction, requiring 
counties to make up for school days canceled because of inclement weather. 

Joe Panetta is an assistant superintendent for the state Department of Education. He says in the past, boards were 
required to schedule 180 days but school cancellations for inclement weather did not have to be made up. 

The policy is expected to go into effect in 2014. 

October 12, 2013 

(8) 
 CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Hundreds of corrections officers at West Virginia's federal penitentiaries will 
see delays in their paychecks for work performed during the partial government shutdown. 
   The officers were immune to furloughs of federal workers caused by the shutdown. However, the Charleston 
Daily Mail reports they won't get paid for work performed during the shutdown until it ends. 
   U.S. Bureau of Prisons employee Jill Carver is a teacher at the Federal Correctional Institution in Beckley. 
She's worried staff members won't have enough money for groceries  or gas if the shutdown continues for very 
long. 
   Federal prison employees will receive a paycheck next week for work before the Oct. 1 shutdown began. But 
Carver says that paycheck likely would be small because it compensates them for a portion of their usual pay 
period. 
 
October 12, 2013 

(8) 
 People in Ohio, Michigan and several other states found themselves unable to use their food stamp debit cards 
on Saturday, after a routine check by vendor Xerox Corp. resulted in a system failure. Shoppers from Maine to 
Oklahoma had to abandon baskets of groceries because they couldn't access their benefits. 
   Ohio's cash and food assistance card payment systems went down at 11 a.m., said Benjamin Johnson, a 
spokesman for the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services. Ohio's cash system has been fixed, however its 
electronic benefits transfer card system is still down. All states that use Xerox systems are affected by the outage. 
   Xerox spokeswoman Karen Arena confirmed via email Saturday afternoon that some EBT systems are 
experiencing temporary connectivity issues. She said technical staff is addressing the issue and expects the 
system to be restored soon. 
 
October 13, 2013 



(2) 
WELCH (WVVA)- State police in Welch arrested two women at around 3:00 a.m. this morning, Rhonda Harvey 
and Raquel Adams. With the help of West Virginia D.N.R and McDowell County Deputies they obtained 18 
grams of crack cocaine in a home on Oak Street.  

Rhonda Harvey is being charged with possession of intent to deliver and unlawful possession and conspiracy to 
commit a felony.  

Raquel Adams is being charged with unlawful possession and conspiracy to commit a felony.  

It was a part of an ongoing investigation. 

October 14, 2013 

(8) 

What's happening: On Monday and Tuesday, we are asking all of our text message subscribers to re-opt-in to 
the services for which they've subscribed. We're doing this to comply with federal consumer protection law. 
Those services may include breaking news alerts, severe weather alerts, daily forecasts, breaking news alerts, 
programming announcements, mobile marketing clubs or advertiser text clubs. On Monday and Tuesday those 

subscribers will get text messages asking them to respond, to keep those text messages coming. If they 

don't respond, they will no longer receive our text messages. 

Question: What's the law that's causing all of this? 

The federal Telephone Consumer Protection Act (TCPA.) It was originally designed to protect consumers from 
telemarketers. A new provision, effective October 16th, requires SMS programs to obtain "express written 
consent" from consumers before sending a text message, which includes two new disclosures: 

1. Text messages are sent from an automated system. 

2. Consent is not required to buy goods and services. 

We're asking customers to re-opt in to comply with the law and to protect ourselves from potentially expensive 
legal action. Aside from adding these provisions to our compliance language, our text programs will not change. 

Question: I received several messages from you on Monday and Tuesday, asking me to respond. Do I need 

to respond to all of them? 

Yes. If you've signed up for any of our news, weather and programming alerts, you will need to respond to a 
single message on Monday. That message will look like this: 

WVVA: Keep our text alerts coming. To comply w/ new law, Reply OK to accept msgs from an autodialed 

system. Consent not required for purchase. STOP=stop, HELP=help 

Doing so will cover you for all of those alerts. If you subscribe to our mobile marketing club and/or advertiser 
clubs you will get additional messages on Tuesday. You will need to reply to those as well to remain in those 
clubs. In all cases you will have 24 hours to respond. 

Question: What happens if I don't respond to the messages? 

You will no longer receive text messages from us. You can sign up again to re-start those messages. The sign-up 
page is under the mobile tab on our website.  

Question: Will your text message service change as a result of this? 

No. With the exception that we're asking people to agree to two new disclosures, nothing will change. Our text 
message services will remain fast and free, meaning that we don't charge anything for the service, although 
standard carrier data rates may apply. 

Question: I'm getting similar messages from other text messaging services for companies like Redbox, and 

Target. Is this related?  



Yes. Companies across the country are having their customers re-opt-in to comply with the new law. 

October 14, 2013 

(2) 
BLUEFIELD, W. Va. (WVVA)- As the Salvation Army prepares for the winter months ahead, one local office 
has run into a major problem that could affect how much help it can offer families needing heating assistance. 

The Bluefield Salvation Army doesn't even have a fraction of the amount of money it needs to help those families 
in need of heating assistance. 

Captain Jerry Lester of the Bluefield branch tells WVVA that last month he asked for 25 to 30 thousand dollars. 

This money is vital for helping those in need pay for gas and electric bills.  

It also goes to ensuring that the Bluefield Salvation Army can open its doors to provide a warm shelter when 
winter weather strikes. 

In other words, donations are desperately needed. 

The Bluefield Salvation Army is also looking for bell ringers for the upcoming holiday season. 

If you would like to donate to the Bluefield branch, you can send your donation to P.O. Box 818, Bluefield, WV 
24701.  

For more information on how you can help out, you can call the Bluefield branch at 304-327-1411. 

October 15, 2013 

(2) 
(WVVA) – A "driving mode" feature is included in a new update for Windows phones. This feature will 
automatically silence incoming calls and texts while you're driving.  You can send out automatic replies stating 
that you're behind the wheel. The update does not block outgoing calls or texts.  
 

October 16, 2013 

(2) 

 
BLUEFIELD (WVVA) - A water main break on Bluefield Avenue has forced several businesses to close. 

According to Laura Jordan with West Virginia American Water, the break occurred in an 8-inch cast iron main 
overnight. Water was quickly shut off, but crews are still working to locate the exact location of the break. Jordan 
says a total of five businesses in the area are affected, but traffic in the area should not be. A spokesperson for 
Wee Tots Day Care tells WVVA News that their location on the avenue is closed today. Hardee's restaurant on 
the avenue is also closed. Jordan said a boil water advisory has not been issued for any customers in the area at 
this time. Crews anticipate having service restored by 5 p.m. -- if not sooner. 

 

October 17, 2013 

(8) 
“Well, last night, I signed legislation to reopen our government and pay America's bills.  Because Democrats and 
responsible Republicans came together, the first government shutdown in 17 years is now over.  The first default 
in more than 200 years will not happen.  These twin threats to our economy have now been lifted.  And I want to 
thank those Democrats and Republicans for getting together and ultimately getting this job done.   
  
Now, there's been a lot of discussion lately of the politics of this shutdown.  But let's be clear:  There are no 
winners here.  These last few weeks have inflicted completely unnecessary damage on our economy.  We don't 
know yet the full scope of the damage, but every analyst out there believes it slowed our growth.   
  
We know that families have gone without paychecks or services they depend on.  We know that potential 
homebuyers have gotten fewer mortgages, and small business loans have been put on hold.  We know that 



consumers have cut back on spending, and that half of all CEOs say that the shutdown and the threat of shutdown 
set back their plans to hire over the next six months.  We know that just the threat of default -- of America not 
paying all the bills that we owe on time -- increased our borrowing costs, which adds to our deficit.   
  
And, of course, we know that the American people's frustration with what goes on in this town has never been 
higher. That's not a surprise that the American people are completely fed up with Washington.  At a moment 
when our economic recovery demands more jobs, more momentum, we've got yet another self-inflicted crisis that 
set our economy back.  And for what?   
  
There was no economic rationale for all of this.  Over the past four years, our economy has been growing, our 
businesses have been creating jobs, and our deficits have been cut in half. We hear some members who pushed 
for the shutdown say they were doing it to save the American economy -- but nothing has done more to 
undermine our economy these past three years than the kind of tactics that create these manufactured crises.   
  
And you don't have to take my word for it.  The agency that put America's credit rating on watch the other day 
explicitly cited all of this, saying that our economy "remains more dynamic and resilient" than other advanced 
economies, and that the only thing putting us at risk is -- and I'm quoting here -- "repeated brinksmanship."  That's 
what the credit rating agency said.  That wasn't a political statement; that was an analysis of what's hurting our 
economy by people whose job it is to analyze these things.   
  
That also happens to be the view of our diplomats who've been hearing from their counterparts internationally.  
Some of the same folks who pushed for the shutdown and threatened default claim their actions were needed to 
get America back on the right track, to make sure we're strong.  But probably nothing has done more damage to 
America's credibility in the world, our standing with other countries, than the spectacle that we've seen these past 
several weeks.  It's encouraged our enemies.  It's emboldened our competitors.  And it's depressed our friends 
who look to us for steady leadership. 
  
Now, the good news is we'll bounce back from this.  We always do.  America is the bedrock of the global 
economy for a reason.  We are the indispensable nation that the rest of the world looks to as the safest and most 
reliable place to invest -- something that's made it easier for generations of Americans to invest in their own 
futures.  We have earned that responsibility over more than two centuries because of the dynamism of our 
economy and our entrepreneurs, the productivity of our workers, but also because we keep our word and we meet 
our obligations.  That's what full faith and credit means -- you can count on us.   
And today, I want our people and our businesses and the rest of the world to know that the full faith and credit of 
the United States remains unquestioned.  
  
But to all my friends in Congress, understand that how business is done in this town has to change.  Because 
we've all got a lot of work to do on behalf of the American people -- and that includes the hard work of regaining 
their trust.  Our system of self-government doesn't function without it.  And now that the government is reopened, 
and this threat to our economy is removed, all of us need to stop focusing on the lobbyists and the bloggers and 
the talking heads on radio and the professional activists who profit from conflict, and focus on what the majority 
of Americans sent us here to do, and that's grow this economy; create good jobs; strengthen the middle class; 
educate our kids; lay the foundation for broad-based prosperity and get our fiscal house in order for the long 
haul.  That's why we're here.  That should be our focus.   
  
Now, that won't be easy.  We all know that we have divided government right now.  There's a lot of noise out 
there, and the pressure from the extremes affect how a lot of members of Congress see the day-to-day work that's 
supposed to be done here. And let's face it, the American people don't see every issue the same way.  But that 
doesn't mean we can't make progress.  And when we disagree, we don't have to suggest that the other side doesn't 
love this country or believe in free enterprise, or all the other rhetoric that seems to get worse every single year.  
If we disagree on something, we can move on and focus on the things we agree on, and get some stuff done. 
  
Let me be specific about three places where I believe we can make progress right now.  First, in the coming days 
and weeks, we should sit down and pursue a balanced approach to a responsible budget, a budget that grows our 
economy faster and shrinks our long-term deficits further.   
  



At the beginning of this year, that's what both Democrats and Republicans committed to doing.  The Senate 
passed a budget; House passed a budget; they were supposed to come together and negotiate.  And had one side 
not decided to pursue a strategy of brinksmanship, each side could have gotten together and figured out, how do 
we shape a budget that provides certainty to businesses and people who rely on government, provides certainty to 
investors in our economy, and we'd be growing faster right now. 
  
Now, the good news is the legislation I signed yesterday now requires Congress to do exactly that -- what it could 
have been doing all along.   
  
And we shouldn't approach this process of creating a budget as an ideological exercise -- just cutting for the sake 
of cutting.  The issue is not growth versus fiscal responsibility -- we need both.  We need a budget that deals with 
the issues that most Americans are focused on:  creating more good jobs that pay better wages.   
  
And remember, the deficit is getting smaller, not bigger.  It's going down faster than it has in the last 50 years. 
The challenges we have right now are not short-term deficits; it's the long-term obligations that we have around 
things like Medicare and Social Security.  We want to make sure those are there for future generations.   
  
So the key now is a budget that cuts out the things that we don't need, closes corporate tax loopholes that don't 
help create jobs, and frees up resources for the things that do help us grow -- like education and infrastructure and 
research.  And these things historically have not been partisan.  And this shouldn't be as difficult as it's been in 
past years because we already spend less than we did a few years ago.  Our deficits are half of what they were a 
few years ago.  The debt problems we have now are long term, and we can address them without shortchanging 
our kids, or shortchanging our grandkids, or weakening the security that current generations have earned from 
their hard work. 
  
So that's number one.  Number two, we should finish fixing the job of -- let me say that again.  Number two, we 
should finish the job of fixing our broken immigration system.   
  
There's already a broad coalition across America that's behind this effort of comprehensive immigration reform -- 
from business leaders to faith leaders to law enforcement.  In fact, the Senate has already passed a bill with strong 
bipartisan support that would make the biggest commitment to border security in our history; would modernize 
our legal immigration system; make sure everyone plays by the same rules, makes sure that folks who came here 
illegally have to pay a fine, pay back taxes, meet their responsibilities.  That bill has already passed the Senate. 
And economists estimate that if that bill becomes law, our economy would be 5 percent larger two decades from 
now.  That's $1.4 trillion in new economic growth.   
  
The majority of Americans think this is the right thing to do.  And it's sitting there waiting for the House to pass 
it.  Now, if the House has ideas on how to improve the Senate bill, let's hear them.  Let's start the negotiations.  
But let's not leave this problem to keep festering for another year, or two years, or three years.  This can and 
should get done by the end of this year.   
  
Number three, we should pass a farm bill, one that American farmers and ranchers can depend on; one that 
protects vulnerable children and adults in times of need; one that gives rural communities opportunities to grow 
and the long-term certainty that they deserve.   
  
Again, the Senate has already passed a solid bipartisan bill.  It's got support from Democrats and Republicans.  
It's sitting in the House waiting for passage.  If House Republicans have ideas that they think would improve the 
farm bill, let's see them.  Let's negotiate.  What are we waiting for?  Let's get this done.  
  
So, passing a budget; immigration reform; farm bill.  Those are three specific things that would make a huge 
difference in our economy right now.  And we could get them done by the end of the year if our focus is on 
what's good for the American people. And that's just the big stuff.  There are all kinds of other things that we 
could be doing that don't get as much attention.   
  
I understand we will not suddenly agree on everything now that the cloud of crisis has passed.  Democrats and 
Republicans are far apart on a lot of issues.  And I recognize there are folks on the other side who think that my 



policies are misguided -- that's putting it mildly.  That's okay.  That's democracy.  That's how it works.  We can 
debate those differences vigorously, passionately, in good faith, through the normal democratic process.   
  
And sometimes, we'll be just too far apart to forge an agreement.  But that should not hold back our efforts in 
areas where we do agree.  We shouldn't fail to act on areas that we do agree or could agree just because we don't 
think it's good politics; just because the extremes in our party don't like the word "compromise."   
  
I will look for willing partners wherever I can to get important work done.  And there's no good reason why we 
can't govern responsibly, despite our differences, without lurching from manufactured crisis to manufactured 
crisis.  In fact, one of the things that I hope all of us have learned these past few weeks is that it turns out smart, 
effective government is important.  It matters.  I think the American people during this shutdown had a chance to 
get some idea of all the things, large and small, that government does that make a difference in people's lives.  
We hear all the time about how government is the problem.  Well, it turns out we rely on it in a whole lot of 
ways.  Not only does it keep us strong through our military and our law enforcement, it plays a vital role in caring 
for our seniors and our veterans, educating our kids, making sure our workers are trained for the jobs that are 
being created, arming our businesses with the best science and technology so they can compete with companies 
from other countries.  It plays a key role in keeping our food and our toys and our workplaces safe.  It helps folks 
rebuild after a storm.  It conserves our natural resources.  It finances startups.  It helps to sell our products 
overseas.  It provides security to our diplomats abroad.   
  
So let's work together to make government work better, instead of treating it like an enemy or purposely making 
it work worse.  That's not what the founders of this nation envisioned when they gave us the gift of self-
government.  You don't like a particular policy or a particular president, then argue for your position.  Go out 
there and win an election.  Push to change it. But don't break it.  Don't break what our predecessors spent over 
two centuries building.  That's not being faithful to what this country is about.  
  
And that brings me to one last point.  I've got a simple message for all the dedicated and patriotic federal workers 
who've either worked without pay or been forced off the job without pay these past few weeks, including most of 
my own staff: Thank you.  Thanks for your service.  Welcome back.  What you do is important.  It matters. 
  
You defend our country overseas.  You deliver benefits to our troops who've earned them when they come home.  
You guard our borders.  You protect our civil rights.  You help businesses grow and gain footholds in overseas 
markets.  You protect the air we breathe and the water our children drink.  And you push the boundaries of 
science and space, and you guide hundreds of thousands of people each day through the glories of this country. 
Thank you.  What you do is important.  And don't let anybody else tell you different.  Especially the young 
people who come to this city to serve -- believe that it matters.  Well, you know what, you're right.  It does. 
  
And those of us who have the privilege to serve this country have an obligation to do our job as best we can.  We 
come from different parties, but we are Americans first.  And that's why disagreement cannot mean dysfunction.  
It can't degenerate into hatred.  The American people's hopes and dreams are what matters, not ours.  Our 
obligations are to them.  Our regard for them compels us all, Democrats and Republicans, to cooperate, and 
compromise, and act in the best interests of our nation –- one nation, under God, indivisible with liberty and 
justice for all.” 
 

October 18, 2013 

(2) 

MINDEN (WVVA) -- Two Fayette County men are behind bars after placing a telephone call to the wrong 
number.  

Officers were at the State Police barracks in Oak Hill on Thursday morning when the phone rang. A trooper 
answered the phone, "West Virginia State Police, how may I help you?"  

To the trooper's surprise, the individual calling identified himself as "John," and asked if he wanted to buy any 
prescription pills. The individual then gave directions to his residence in Minden.  



Undercover police went to the residence on Thurbon Road and purchased two Hydrocodone pills from John 
Jarrell and Danny Kincaid of Minden, and left the residence. As soon as the undercover officers left, State Police 
and Fayette County Sheriff's deputies returned to the residence and placed the two men under arrest.  

"Officers have made numerous arrests for drug violations in recent months and our agencies have recovered large 
quantities of drugs and money while executing search warrants. It normally takes a good deal of time to conduct 
an investigation into drug trafficking offenses and buid a case. When the guys come right to your door, it makes 
our job a whole lot easier," said Fayette County Sheriff Steve Kessler.  

Kessler went on to add, "John Wayne once said, 'Life is tough, but it's tougher when you're stupid.' Life is 
certainly tough for these two individuals right now." 

Kincaid is charged with Delivery of a Controlled Substance, Possession of a Controlled Substance with Intent to 
Deliver and Conspiracy to Commit a Felony. Jarrell is charged with the felony offenses of Delivery of a 
Controlled Substance and Conspiracy to Commit a Felony.  

  

October 19, 2013 

(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia's state parks system draws big crowds looking to unwind or play 
in its mountains, rivers and lakes. But the eye-catching scenery is mixed with structures showing signs of decline. 
State lawmakers are looking at funding options for the upkeep of a system of 35 parks, seven forests, five wildlife 
management areas and two rail trails. The parks system attracted more than 6.6 million visits last year. One 
option that a top lawmaker would like to avoid is assessing a fee to enter the state parks. Democratic Sen. 
William Laird sees not charging an entry fee as a tradition to preserve. West Virginia is among a few states that 
don't charge an entrance fee to state parks. 
 

October 20, 2013 

(2) 

IAEGER, W. Va (WVVA) -- Fire burns a McDowell County home. It happened around 5:30 at a house across 
from the Auville Junkyard in Iaeger. When fire crews arrived on scene, the home was fully engulfed. The man 
living there was at home at the time, but he escaped safely. Ambulance crews still took him to a hospital as a 
precautionary measure. Iaeger and Bradshaw fire departments responded to the call. They were still on-scene an 
hour later battling the blaze. 

 

October, 21, 2013 

(2) 
 
BLUEFIELD (WVVA)- As the weather turns cold, families across the region turn to radiators, gas and electric 
heat, heat pumps and for some fire wood to stay warm.  Authorities say no matter what your choice is to heat 
your home, you need to remember a couple of rules.  

Change the batteries in your fire and carbon monoxide detectors. If a fire was to start in your home a smoke 
detector could save your family and your house. 

If you are using radiator heaters, Bluefield Firefighters say whatever you do, don't use an extension cord. 

This Thursday, officials will be at Montcalm Elementary in Mercer County giving away smoke detectors to 
students to give to their parents. 

 

October 22, 2013 

(2) 

UPDATE: FAYETTE (WVVA) - Dispatchers have confirmed that no one was inside the home that caught on 
fire Tuesday morning in the Page area of Fayette county.  Dispatchers received the call a little after midnight.  



The Oak Hill Fire Department and Loup Creek Fire Department were on scene. They battled the blaze for over an 
hour.  It is still unclear what started the fire.  

FAYETTE (WVVA) – A home is fully engulfed in flames in the Page area of Fayette County early Tuesday 
morning. Dispatchers received the call a little after midnight.  The Oak Hill Fire Department and Loup Creek Fire 
Department are on scene. It is unknown at this time if anyone is inside or if there are any injuries.  Stay with 
WVVA News as we continue to follow this story.  

October 22, 2013 

(2) 

MERCER COUNTY (WVVA) -- A family in Mercer County feels lucky to be alive Tuesday morning, after a fire 
broke out at their home overnight. Dispatchers and emergency officials received the call just before four for a 
home on Matoaka Road. After arriving, crews were able to control the blaze within ten minutes they say. 
Preliminary investigations indicate that the fire started in the kitchen, most likely from the wood-burning stove.   
The home underwent a lot of smoke and water damage, but some seems salvageable.   All family members, even 
pets, made it out unharmed. "I thanks God, and I pray to God, and I thank him so much for getting my kids out of 
there," says Tammy Norris, the mother and grandmother of the fire victims.  She lives next door and will be 
taking care of them.  

November 18, 2013 

(2) 

OAK HILL (WVVA) - An undercover investigation led to three drug arrests in Oak Hill Sunday. Around 4 p.m., 
police say an undercover officer purchased 30 roxycodone 30mg prescription pills from three individuals. After 
the transaction, the three men were pulled over on a traffic stop and arrested. Officers also found an additional 70 
roxycodone pills and two firearms during the arrest. Lionel Bragg, 32, of Florence S.C., and Toby Romine, 51, 
also of Florence were charged with delivery of a controlled substance, possession with intent to deliver, 
transporting a controlled substance into the state and conspiracy. Thomas Buckland, 54, of Hinton, was charged 
with delivery of a controlled substance, possession with intent to deliver and conspiracy. All three are being held 
at Southern Regional Jail. 

November 18, 2013 

(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. - Former Mingo County Prosecuting Attorney C. Michael Sparks entered a guilty plea in 
federal court in connection with a conspiracy to deprive a Mingo County resident of his constitutional rights, 
U.S. Attorney Booth Goodwin announced today. Sparks, 44, is the third former Mingo County official to plead 
guilty to federal charges involving a scheme to cover up evidence of illegal drug use and other misconduct by late 
Mingo County Sheriff Eugene Crum.U.S. Attorney Booth Goodwin said, "Prosecutors are the representatives of 
the people. Instead of advancing the interests of the good people of Mingo County, Mr. Sparks chose to roll over 
for the special interests of a corrupt political faction."Earlier this year, a Mingo County drug defendant, identified 
as "G.W.," began to provide the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) with information about misconduct by 
then Sheriff Crum, including illegal drug use and election law violations. Crum learned that G.W., along with 
G.W.'s attorney, were providing information about Crum to the FBI. Crum and other Mingo elected officials, 
including Sparks and former Mingo Co. Circuit Judge Michael Thornsbury, carried out a plan to protect Crum 
and to stop G.W. from informing to the FBI. They arranged to offer G.W. a favorable plea deal if he would fire 
his attorney, identified as "C.W.," who was assisting G.W.'s communication with federal authorities, and replace 
him with an attorney chosen by Crum and the other elected officials.After G.W. fired C.W., Mr. Sparks entered 
into a plea agreement with G.W. under which three of five criminal counts pending against G.W. were dismissed. 
As part of the plea agreement, Mr. Sparks also accepted a forfeiture from G.W. of $10,000, which was $10,000 
less than the forfeiture Mr. Sparks originally intended to seek from G.W. Moreover, as part of the agreement, Mr. 
Sparks agreed to recommend that the sentences for the two counts to which G.W. would plead guilty would run 
concurrently rather than consecutively. Mr. Sparks negotiated this plea agreement in part with former Mingo 
County Commissioner David Baisden himself and, at Baisden's behest, entered into a plea agreement more 
favorable that he otherwise would have. Mr. Sparks did these acts knowing that a more favorable agreement for 



G.W. was a necessary part of the scheme to coerce G.W. into firing C.W. in order to protect the Sheriff. Because 
Mr. Sparks was the county's Prosecuting Attorney, his cooperation in this regard was necessary to the scheme's 
success.In the face of this coercion, G.W. fired his attorney, which the Mingo officials involved believed would 
protect Crum from federal investigation and public embarrassment. United States District Court Judge Thomas E. 
Johnston presided over today's plea hearing and will sentence Sparks on February 24, 2014. Sparks faces a year 
in prison. Sparks previously resigned as Prosecuting Attorney of Mingo County in late October. As part of his 
federal guilty plea, Sparks' plea agreement with the Office of the U.S. Attorney required him to resign as Mingo 
County's Prosecuting Attorney and never seek elected office again. Sparks is also required to voluntarily 
surrender his license to practice law in every state in which he holds a law license, and withdraw his opposition 
to the petition seeking the immediate suspension of his law license in the State of West Virginia. Sparks also 
agrees not to contest disbarment proceedings in any state in which he is licensed to practice law. Former Mingo 
County Circuit Judge Michael Thornsbury, 57, previously pleaded guilty in October for his role in the scheme to 
protect Crum and deprive G.W. of his rights. Thornsbury faces up to 10 years in prison when he is sentenced on 
January 13, 2014.  Former County Commissioner David Baisden pleaded guilty to an unrelated federal charge in 
connection with a scheme to illegally extort a discount from a Mingo County tire store. Baisden, 66, resigned 
from the Mingo County Commission in October. Baisden faces up to 20 years in prison when he is sentenced on 
January 14, 2014. The investigation is being conducted by the FBI and the West Virginia State Police. Counsel to 
the United States Attorney Steven Ruby and Assistant United States Attorney Haley Bunn are handling the 
prosecution.  

November 18, 2013 
 

PINEVILLE (WVVA) -- Jury selection began in the trial of a Wyoming County man accused of killing his 
neighbor on Monday.  Investigators said Harold Daugherty of Hanover fatally shot Timothy Huff in May of 
2010.  The shooting took place in the Hanover area on North Springs Holler Road.  Daugherty was taken into 
custody after a short stand off with police. Opening statements are expected to get underway on Tuesday 

November 18, 2013 
 

RUPERT (WVVA) -- Two more people were arrested in connection with a shooting in Rupert in September.  
Jeffrey Alden of Beaver and Ryan Isenhart of Richmond have been charged with two counts of Attempted 
Murder. Aaron Russell Clemens of Beckley and Alonzo Wilson Martin of Beaver were charged with Attempted 
Murder on November 8.  Investigators say the four suspects were allegedly trying to break into a trailer in Rupert 
around 2 a.m. on Sept. 13 when they were spotted by two bystanders. The bystanders were shot as they chased 
after the suspects. Jessica Alden of Beaver was also arrested on Monday. She is charged with Accessory After the 
Fact for her role in the September 13 shooting. Police said her involvement came in Raleigh County after the four 
men ditched the car on Irish Mountain. 

November 19, 2013 
 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Enrollment at West Virginia's colleges and universities has dropped more than 2 
percent this fall compared with the same time last year. West Virginia lawmakers were presented fall enrollment 
figures by the West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission on Monday.  Statewide, about 90,000 students 
were enrolled at West Virginia colleges.  About 64,000 students came from West Virginia, while the others came 
from out of state.  The commission's report says there were declines in enrollment from both groups of students. 
The report says enrollment is particularly down in regions with dwindling population and where the oil and gas 
industry is booming. 

November 19, 2013 
 

Bluefield, WV (WVVA)--Is it possible to live comfortably while bringing home what the federal government has 
deemed the lowest fair hourly wage?  "Do you think minimum wage is set at a fair level? 'No it's not.' What 



would you like to see it set at? ' At least $10-$12.'" And he's not alone, our interview, who has requested that his 
identity not be revealed works in the fast food industry. Earlier this year fast food workers in 60 cities across the 
U.S. walked off the job to protest for higher wages. Dr. Charlotte Davis with the Division of Business at Concord 
University says minimum wage was established in the late 1930's, and it has not always risen at a pace that keeps 
up with the cost of living. "It's not set with the inflation rate, and prior to it going up from $5.15, it had been 
$5.15 for I think ten years." Since 2009, the Federal Minimum Wage has remained at $7.25 an hour. Twenty-
three states, including the Two Virginias, have set minimum wage at that rate. "How long does your paycheck 
typically last you?," asked Brittany Williams. "Two or three days.," said local fast food employee. One argument 
against raising wages is the impact it would have on an employer's budget, and as a result, the job market. "It is 
possible that they will hire fewer employees, but not a lot fewer." said Dr. Davis. Dr. Davis says ultimately, 
raising minimum wage by a few dollars wouldn't hurt businesses, especially large corporations. "Raising the 
minimum wage doesn't put the employer at a disadvantage, because competitors would be required to pay the 
employees at least the same amount." She adds, another benefit would be employee loyalty. "If they raise wages a 
little bit, then I am more likely to stay with them because I am a little more loyal to them, not a lot maybe because 
it is minimum wage, but in general, turnover is lower when employers pay a little bit more." Dr. Davis adds that 
research suggests a living wage would be between $10-$14 an hour to support a family of four. "A living wage is 
just the bare minimum that someone could get by on, because most people who are paid minimum wage have two 
or three jobs, or are two wage earners who are just barely able to make it because it is not considered to be a 
livable wage, its below poverty level." The man in our interview says just couple dollars more a paycheck would 
make a big impact on his family. "It would be a whole lot different, because I would have extra money to do extra 
things. If the kids need shoes, I could go spend some money on shoes, and I wouldn't have to worry about going 
over my budget." Nationwide, supporters of raising the minimum wage suggest the additional spending would 
give the economy a boost, but the man in our interview may not support that idea as he dreams of the day when 
his bank account reveals a different number. "I wouldn't spend it, I would save it."  

 

November 19, 2013 

 
Mercer County, W.Va.--David Reasby, 36, of Bluefield, W.Va. is sentenced to 20 years in prison for the 2012 
shooting death of Derek Tabor, 22, of Montcalm.  Reasby was convicted of voluntary manslaughter back in 
August. He was originally charged with first-degree murder.  In an exclusive interview with WVVA, Reasby says 
he did not pull the trigger. Another man, Mitchell Antonio Watts, 42, was also charged with the murder of Tabor, 
but prosecutors say the case has since been dismissed 

November 19, 2013 
 

LEWISBURG (WVVA) -- Mayor John Manchester of Lewisburg announced on Monday his support of 
overturning the ban on gay marriage in West Virginia.  Manchester said individuals in his community encouraged 
him to look at the "Freedom to Marry" pledge, a campaign to get at least 500 mayors from across all 50 states to 
join mayors for the freedom to marry.  In a statement released to WVVA on Monday, Mayor Manchester said he 
hopes that by supporting "Freedom to Marry" it causes greater soul searching among our leaders on this issue. He 
went on to say, "I signed on simply because I do not believe that individuals should be denied their opportunity to 
marry someone they love and want to make a life-long commitment to. If two people love each other enough to 
make that commitment, the state should not stand in their way." Manchester was the first mayor in West Virginia 
to support the cause.  

November 19, 2013 
 

Monroe County---A man is arrested for apparently setting fire to his own home.  The fire started around 9 a.m. 
Tuesday morning at a residence on Flat Mountain Road near Alderson in Monroe County. When firefighters 
arrived on scene, they tell us the man inside ran out saying it was a suicide attempt.  West Virginia State Police 



arrested Roger Burns, 59, on the charge of first degree arson. Burns is being held in Southern Regional Jail on a 
$10,000 bond. 

November 19, 2013 

 
WARSAW, Poland (AP) - The top U.N. climate diplomat on Monday told the coal industry it should leave most 
of the world's remaining coal reserves in the ground and start investing in renewable energy sources. Speaking at 
a coal summit on the sidelines of a U.N. climate conference in Warsaw, Christiana Figueres said the coal industry 
needs to change radically to help reduce the carbon emissions that scientists say are warming the planet. "The 
world is rising to meet the climate challenge as risks of inaction mount, and it is in your best interest to make coal 
part of the solution," Figueres said. The coal event was seen as a provocation by climate activists, who used a 
crane to reach the ministry's roof, where they unfurled banners criticizing Poland's - and the world's - reliance on 
coal and other fossil fuels. Police used another crane to take them down, as panelists at the coal summit said that 
the people in the room, not the people on the roof, have the possibility to change the coal industry. Coal industry 
officials at the event didn't directly address her remarks but said the world cannot do without coal because in 
many countries it's the only available energy source. 

"A major aim of the summit has been to encourage open and constructive dialogue on the climate challenge - 
we're not going to meet our climate objectives if we are not all part of the solution," the World Coal Association, 
which organized the event, said in a statement. Polish Economy Minister Janusz Piechocinski, whose country 
generates about 90 percent of its electricity from coal, said: "You cannot have a low-emissions energy 
transformation without talking about coal." Coal accounts for less than 30 percent of the world's energy supply 
but more than 40 percent of energy emissions, according to the International Energy Agency. Figueres, who was 
criticized by some climate activists for attending the conference, noted coal's role in economic development since 
the industrial revolution but said it's come at "an unacceptably high cost to human and environmental health." 
She said aging, high-polluting coal plants must be closed and new plants should implement technologies that 
allow for emissions to be trapped before they are released into the atmosphere. Such technologies are expensive 
and currently not widely used. To bring down CO2 emissions to levels that would avoid dangerous levels of 
warming, most of the existing coal reserves must be left in the ground, Figueres said. "Some major oil, gas and 
energy technology companies are already investing in renewables, and I urge those of you who have not yet 
started to join them," Figueres said. Back at the U.N. conference later Monday, she told reporters she didn't 
expect any major shift in the industry's deployment of capital anytime soon. "They really need to do a major, 
major rethink," Figueres said. "So I don't expect them to stand up immediately and go, 'We are ready for the 
challenge right now,' but I do expect them to take the message very seriously." That message was echoed by U.S. 
climate envoy Todd Stern. "The world runs significantly on fossil fuels right now and that's not going to change 
overnight," he said. "But at the same time if we're going to get a grip on climate change ... the balance of energy 
in countries all over the world is going to have to tilt much more toward non-fossil sources." Coal emissions have 
declined in the U.S. as some power plants have switched to lower-priced natural gas. But they are growing fast in 
China and India to meet the energy needs of their fast-growing economies. Coal industry officials say significant 
emissions reductions can be achieved by improving the efficiency of coal-fired plants. But in the long term 
analysts say expensive carbon-capture technologies need to be implemented to make the deep cuts required to 
slow climate change. 

November 19, 2013 
 

RICHLANDS, Va (WVVA)-- Crews responded Tuesday night to a fire that gutted a Richlands-area home in 
Tazewell County. Firefighters say it happened around 8:30 PM on Kentucky Avenue in Richlands. The road had 
been closed, but has since been re-opened.As of 10:30 PM, crews were still on the scene of a house fire in 
Tazewell County.Both Richlands Police and Richlands Fire-Rescue crews responded to the call. No injuries have 
been reported, but firefighters say the home is a total loss and the fire completely gutted the inside. 

 



November 20, 2013 
 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Gasoline prices in West Virginia have increased a penny per gallon in the past 
week. AAA East Central says the average price for a gallon of regular unleaded gas in the state is $3.27. That's 
about 26 cents cheaper than the same week a year ago. This week's prices range from $3.15 per gallon in 
Parkersburg to about $3.40 in Martinsburg. Nationally, gas prices average $3.21 per gallon, three cents more than 
the previous week 

November 20, 2013 
 

BERKELEY COUNTY (WVVA) - West Virginia authorities are seeking a man wanted for the sex trafficking of 
minors from Maryland to the Mountain State.William Waters, 21, was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury for sex 
trafficking. He has been in Berkeley County, W.Va., for several weeks -- according to a news release from the 
State Police.Waters is from Baltimore, where authorities say he has heroin distribution ties. He is a black male, 
5'10" and 160 pounds. If you have any information on Waters' whereabouts, contact the State Police at 304-267-
0000 or the Mountain State Fugitive Task Force at 304-267-7179 

November 20, 2013 
 

(WVVA) -- It's no secret the economy isn't exactly in its glory days. Some businesses haven't seen the burn 
though; some businesses have actually been able to do quite well and expand despite tough economic times.  "We 
as a brand are very strong. We're very relevant," says Richard Jarrell, owner of Chick-Fil-A. They're not alone. 
Chalk up a point for the fast food industry in general for beating economic hardships. With money on people's 
minds, they've become an affordable option for a family meal.  "We try to show that it's a family atmosphere at 
Chick-Fil-A. We do have our indoor playland and I think a lot of parents take advantage of that," says Stacie 
Walls, marketing director at Chick-Fil-A. "It gives them times that parents can still talk amongst themselves, and 
that is really important to have the family at a table together for dinner." When it comes to buying take-home 
goods, retail giant, Wal-Mart, has done well. They've also been able to put thousands of people to work locally. 
They're the largest employer in West Virginia. "Wal-Mart has very good prices I feel, and they have a wide 
variety of things you can choose from and their sales. I always go to Wal-Mart," says Renee Smith, a Wal-Mart 
shopper. "If you're willing to sometimes wait a little at Wal-Mart, which they give wonderful service, but just 
because their volume of individuals that are shopping there is so great, you may have to wait a little longer, but 
yes you do definitely get very competitively priced goods," says Bradley Wartella, Senior Vice President, Bank 
of Mount Hope. Many people who've seen hard times first hand turn to alcohol, which also boosts revenue for 
folks in that industry. "We have heard and we have seen that the liquor industry has done very well," says Stuart 
Cohen, owner of the Corner Shop in Beckley. "Their sales have continued to grow. Wine sales have continued to 
grow."  There's a catch for retailers though. "The customers' gotten smarter. They've gotten sharper. They're 
actually making calculations as to what the cost of beer is per ounce and basing their buying decision upon that," 
says Cohen. "We'll see the quantities are staying the same that we're selling, but we're selling more of a less 
expensive product." Financial experts agree, making calculations and hunting for the bargains is the best thing 
you can to make the most of your money. "Doing their research, understanding who can do the best deal as well 
as maybe go to that next door to find a better deal," says Wartella. "And shopping." 

November 21. 2013 
 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) - A Williamson man has been sentenced to 30 years in prison for sexually 
assaulting a child and videotaping the abuse. Thirty-three-year-old Paul Silas Jenkins was sentenced Wednesday 
in federal court in Charleston. Jenkins pleaded guilty in August to producing child pornography. According to 
court records, Jenkins performed sex acts with a child between the age of 12 and 16 and recorded a video of the 
acts. The video was copied onto a DVD, which was found inside a rented laptop that Jenkins returned to a 
business in Pike County, Ky. Judge John T. Copenhaver Jr. ordered Jenkins to serve his sentence concurrently 
with a state conviction for the second-degree sexual assault of two other children 



November 21, 2013 
 

A Raleigh County man is in jail for multiple counts of sex crimes including filming child pornography. Isaac 
Thompson Broyles, 26, of Beckley turned himself in to the Fayette County Sheriff's Office Thursday evening.  In 
April of 2013, the Fayette County Sheriff's Office received a report that a young woman from the Ansted area 
was in a relationship with Broyles. She was between 14 and 15 years old when the crimes occurred.  Broyles is 
charged with third degree sexual assault, use of a minor in filming sexually explicit conduct, distribution of 
material depicting minors engaged in sexually explicit conduct and soliciting a minor via a computer. He faces 40 
charges total, all of which are felonies. Broyles is currently out on $80,000 bond.  

November 22, 2013 
 

Bluefield, W.Va.--A fugitive wanted for murder in Ohio is captured by the West Virginia State Police. Joshua 
Lipford, 23, was arrested Thursday afternoon on Union Street in Bluefield, W.Va. Lipford is wanted by police in 
Cleveland, Ohio. He is currently being held in Southern Regional Jail. Troopers tell us Lipford waived his 
extradition and is expected to return to Ohio within the next couple of weeks. 

November 21, 2013 
 

PRINCETON (WVVA) - A day care worker charged with 150 counts of possession of child pornography was 
arraigned and ordered held without bond Friday. Lindsey Bowling, 29, of Princeton, appeared for arraignment 
before Judge William Sadler in Princeton. Bowling has served as a child care worker a Lil Camper Dependable 
Child Care in Princeton. Investigators say the charges stem from images found on Bowling's computer.  
Investigators say there is no evidence that any of the children that he worked with were harmed in any way but 
the investigation is ongoing. *A child care worker at a local day care is arrested for receiving and possessing 
material portraying minors in sexually explicit conduct. Lindsey Bowling, 29, of Princeton is charged with 150 
counts. The material was discovered when Corporal Steven Sommers of the Mercer County Sheriff's Department 
and an investigator with the West Virginia Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force served a search warrant 
of Bowling's home Thursday. Bowling is being held at the Bluefield City Jail awaiting arraignment. Bowling is 
employed at Lil Camper Dependable Child Care in Princeton. Investigators say there is no evidence that any of 
the children that he worked with were harmed in any way but the investigation is ongoing. 

November 22, 2013 
 

HICO (WVVA) - A man is severely injured after being ejected from one stolen vehicle in Fayette County -- and 
deputies discover the injury while chasing a second stolen vehicle. Investigators say that three adult suspects-- 
23-year-old Christopher Knight of Summersville, 21-year-old Lakin Clark of Summersville and 36-year-old 
Bryon Hatfield of Mullens -- stole a black passenger car from the Summersville area Friday morning. The three 
then allegedly stole a set of license plates from another vehicle at a nearby residence, where they were joined by 
a 16-year-old juvenile. The suspects were traveling South on Route 19 when they crashed and Knight was ejected 
from the vehicle. Police say he suffered a severe head wound as a result. Police say the suspects then stole 
another vehicle -- a truck -- from the Hico area and proceeded south on Route 19 toward Oak Hill. The owner of 
the truck was hunting in a nearby tree stand, saw the theft, and contacted 911. Fayette County sheriffs deputies -- 
with assistance from the Oak Hill Police Department -- stopped the truck at the intersection of Route 19 and 
Appalachian Drive in Oak Hill.  Knight was taken by police to Plateau Medical Center. He was later transferred 
to Charleston Area Medical Center. Hatfield, Clark and the juvenile were all taken into custody. Hatfield -- 
identified as the driver -- was charged with conspiracy, grand larceny, fleeing in a vehicle and giving false 
information to police. He was arraigned on $50,000 bond. Clark was charged with conspiracy, grand larceny and 
giving false information to police. Her bond was set at $40,000 bond. A juvenile petition was filed against the 
teen on charges of conspiracy and grand larceny. Knight will face charges of conspiracy and grand larceny when 
he is released from the hospital. Additional charges will likely be filed in Nicholas County. The incident remains 
under investigation 



November 22, 2013 
 

ALDERSON (WVVA) - Three people have been arrested after a break-in near alderson.  It happened at a home 
on Muddy Creek Mountain Road Thursday night. Police say Jessica Wheatley of Westover, Charles Adkins of 
Rainelle, and Jeromy Boggess of Rainelle broke into a home and stolen numerous items. It wasn't until Wheatley 
attempted to sell the items at Lewisburg Diamond and Gold on Friday morning that an arrest was made.  

November 22, 2013 
BLUEFIELD (WVVA) - -  

Illegal prescription drugs are also a major problem in Southern West Virginia. The Bluefield Pill Initiative was 
started to make a dent in the problem. Authorities say users are now moving from prescription pills to another 
illegal drug. More than 60 suspects have been prosecuted in connection with the Bluefield pill initiative started 
by U.S. Attorney Booth Goodwin. He was in Bluefield in June to announce 16 individuals named in a 51 count 
indictment. Goodwin says the initiative is working to get pill dealers off the street, and the community getting 
involved is playing a major part in the success. On the other hand, Goodwin says he is seeing a move towards 
heroin in Southern West Virginia which he points out is not a positive development. "It shows us that we are 
making a real impact on the pill supply. When we make an impact on the pill supply, then kids are not very likely 
to start using heroin right off the bat. They have to go through that gateway like marijuana, prescription drugs and 
move on to heroin," says Goodwin. Goodwin says 70% of illegal pills come from the medicine cabinets of friends 
and family. 

November 23, 2013 
 

BECKLEY (WVVA)- Police are investigating an armed robbery that occurred last night at the Rite Aid on 
Robert C. Byrd Drive in Beckley.  Officers say an unknown suspect entered the store dressed in dark clothing and 
a mask. They say he pulled out a handgun and demanded money from the cash register.  The suspect left the store 
on food. Anyone with information is asked to contact the Raleigh County Sheriff's Office at (304) 255-9300 or 
Crime Stoppers at (304) 255-7867 

November 24, 2013 
 

CALLOWAY HEIGHTS (WVVA) -- Crews spend Sunday night fighting at a house fire near Beckley. It started a 
little before 10 p.m. at a home in Calloway Heights on Elm Street. Several departments responded, including 
Beaver, Bradley, Mabscott, Beckley and Jan-Care Ambulances. Dispatchers say no one was inside. 

November 25, 2013 
 

TAZEWELL (WVVA) - The Tazewell County Sheriff's Office is warning residents to be alert of a scam 
targeting Grundy National Bank customers. According to a post on the Sheriff's Office Facebook page, county 
residents have been receiving text messages falsely saying that their Grundy National Bank cards have been 
deactivated -- along with a phone number to call. The sheriff's office advises residents not to call them or respond 
with any personal information. Following is the full statement from the Sheriff's Office: SCAM ALERT: It would 

appear the scammers are not even waiting until after Thanksgiving to start stealing from people! We are 

receiving a number of complaints from our citizens that they are receiving text messages telling them their 

Grundy National Bank Visa Cards or Debit Cards have been deactivated and it gives them a number to call. 

Please don't fall prey to these thieves, don't call them back, don't give them your information. The bank will not 

send you a text message telling you your card has been deactivated. They also won't ask you for your information 

like the card number or your social security number, they already have it. Please help us spread the word. 

November 25, 2013 



 

The Buchanan County Sheriff's Department is searching for leads after finding a meth lab.  Around 4:00 pm 
Thursday, November 21, members of the 29th Judicial Narcotics Task Force received an anonymous tip about a 
meth lab located in the Paw Paw Section of Buchanan County. After investigating the scene, the team discovered 
the remnants of three one-pot meth labs. The Virginia State Police Clandestine Lab clean up team was called to 
decontaminate the scene.  At this time, no charges have been issued. The investigation is still ongoing. 

November 26, 2013 
 

GRUNDY (WVVA) - Authorities in Buchanan County are on the lookout for a missing school bus. The bus was 
reported missing from Riverview Elementary/Middle School in Grundy Tuesday when the driver went to pick up 
the bus for the morning run and it was not there. Sgt. Matthew Street with the Buchanan County Sheriff's 
Department says surveillance video shows the bus leaving school property around 4 a.m. The bus is a standard-
sized, yellow bus -- No. 211 -- from Buchanan County Schools. If you have any information on the bus' 
whereabouts, call the sheriff's office at 276-935-2313. 

 
November 26, 2013 

 
BECKLEY, W. Va (WVVA)-- Leaders of the Humane Society of Raleigh County say it's in trouble.  
It's currently a no-kill shelter, meaning they do not euthanize any animals they take in. 
But decreased adoptions... Plus treating sick animals and caring for each one until they're adopted-- is taking a 
toll on their bank account.  Staff tell us they need to raise $14,000 by December to pay veterinarian bills and 
update vaccines, as well as keep their current animals fed.  
Board of Directors member Erica Stock said if they can't make that deadline, they have two options. 
"The only options are either for us to go back to our old ways and start euthanizing animals that are perfectly 
healthy and adoptable, or to close our doors because we can't afford to keep the lights on," she said. All cages at 
the shelter are currently full. The shelter is funded partly by the county, but we're told they mostly rely on 
donations to stay open. To donate to the shelter, or become a sponsor, you can call the Humane Society of 
Raleigh County at 304-253-8921, head to their Facebook page, or visit them at their location on Grey Flats Road 
in Beckley. 
 

November 28, 2013 

 
Wittens Mills, VA (WVVA) -- A fire continues to engulf a home on Dolphin Lane in the Wittens Mills area of 
Tazewell county tonight. According to 911 dispatch, five different fire crews have responded to the blaze. The 
call came in to dispatchers around 8pm Thursday night. Crews are still on scene. Dispatch also reports that no 
one was in the home at the time of the fire. WVVA is on the scene and will report more details as they are made 
available.  

 

November 29, 2013 
 

Bluefield, W.Va.--Area firefighters were out collecting Christmas toys for needy kids. Members of Local 347 
spent hours outside the Kmart in Bluefield, W.Va. on Friday collecting the gifts. They also used a hefty donation 
from Pets Feed and Supply in Athens, W.Va. to help purchase the toys. The gifts will go to the Salvation Army's 
forgotten angels--the kids who do not have an angel tree sponsor. "Every child deserves a Christmas. We do it for 
the kids and it's nice for us to be able to help somebody out in a positive light. So much of what we do we see 
people at their worst and this is something a little different for us," says firefighter Capt. Stanley McKenzie. The 
firefighters were able to purchase several new bicycles thanks in part to a significant discount from Kmart. 

December 1, 2013 
 



(WVVA) -- Federal funding to expand high speed Internet service in West Virginia could be getting the ax. Any 
money that is leftover from a $126.3 million stimulus grant that was awarded to the state in 2010, and is not used 
by the end of this year, has to be returned to the federal government. It could be more than $2.5 million. The state 
wants to use that money for a Citynet broadband project to connect to the national backbone in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, but that project has not been approved.  

December 2, 2013 
 

MERCER (WVVA) - A mobile home catches on fire early Monday morning. Dispatchers got the call just a little 
before 4:00 a.m. The fire occurred at a home between Old Athens Road and Mink Farm Road.  Princeton Fire, 
Greenvalley Fire and East River Fire Departments are all on scene. Dispatchers say they aren't sure if anyone is 
home or injured.  Stay with W-V-V-A as we continue to follow this story 

December 2, 2013 
 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Some children enrolled in West Virginia's Children's Health Insurance Program 
will be moved to the state's Medicaid program. The state expanded Medicaid coverage under the federal health 
care overhaul. Children living in households whose income is 133 percent or less of the federal poverty line will 
now be eligible for Medicaid coverage. The Children's Health Insurance Program says in a news release that 
these children will be moved Medicaid on their next scheduled eligibility renewal date. Enrollees also will have 
the option to enroll in Medicaid prior to their renewal date. Their enrollment will be effective Jan. 1. 

December 2, 2013 
 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – Mingo County's former chief magistrate pleaded guilty in Charleston federal court to 
voter registration fraud, U.S. Attorney Booth Goodwin announced today. Dallas L. Toler, 45, is the fourth former 
Mingo County official to plead guilty to charges in connection with a federal corruption investigation. U.S. 
Attorney Booth Goodwin said, "Corruption is the biggest threat to democracy. In Mingo County, corruption was 
an epidemic. Once again in this investigation we have a judge engaging in corruption—this time corruption of the 
electoral process so that he and his cohorts could keep their jobs." Goodwin continued, "The people of Mingo 
County are tired of these shenanigans, and we'll continue to do what's necessary to help them." In or about April 
2012, Toler, who at the time was a member of a political campaigning and fundraising group known as "Team 
Mingo," participated with other individuals in an effort to identify potential voters who would support Team 
Mingo's candidates in the 2012 primary election. Toler was a candidate to retain the office of magistrate. Toler, a 
landlord of several rental properties in and around Mingo County, went to one of his rental properties in April 
2012 to collect rent. During the visit to his rental unit, Toler encountered an individual who he learned was on 
probation for a felony offense. In a later encounter, Toler told the individual that he would arrange for the 
individual to be registered to vote in the 2012 primary election. Toler knew that the individual was on probation 
for a felony and was ineligible to vote. Toler later procured the completion and submission of a voter registration 
application in the name of the known person. Toler also caused the application to be completed and caused it to 
include a false statement that the known person was not on probation for a felony. On or about April 23, 2012, 
after receiving a voter registration card as the result of Toler's actions, the known person unlawfully voted in the 
2012 primary election in Mingo County. United States District Court Judge Thomas E. Johnston presided over 
today's plea hearing and will sentence Toler on March 10, 2014. Toler faces five years in prison and a $250,000 
fine. Toler previously resigned as chief magistrate of Mingo County in October. As part of his federal guilty plea, 
Toler's plea agreement with the Office of the U.S. Attorney required him to resign as a Mingo County magistrate 
and never seek elected office again. Toler was previously appointed as magistrate in January 2012 by former 
Mingo County Circuit Judge Michael Thornsbury.  Thornsbury, 57, pleaded guilty in October for his role in a 
scheme to violate the constitutional rights of an individual to cover up evidence of illegal drug use and other 
misconduct by late Mingo County Sheriff Eugene Crum. Thornsbury faces up to 10 years in prison when he is 
sentenced on January 13, 2014.  Another former Mingo County official, C. Michael Sparks, 44, previously 
pleaded guilty on Nov. 18 in connection with a conspiracy to deprive a Mingo County resident of his 



constitutional rights. Sparks, Mingo County's former prosecuting attorney, faces a year in prison when he is 
sentenced on February 24, 2014.  In a separate matter, former Mingo County Commissioner David Baisden 
pleaded guilty in connection with a scheme to illegally extort a discount from a Mingo County tire store. Baisden, 
66, resigned from the Mingo County Commission in October. Baisden faces up to 20 years in prison when he is 
sentenced on January 14, 2014.  The investigation is being conducted by the FBI and the West Virginia State 
Police. Counsel to the United States Attorney Steven Ruby and Assistant United States Attorney Haley Bunn are 
handling the prosecution 

December 3, 2013 
 

BLUEFIELD, W.Va. (AP) -- United Way Worldwide's Board of Directors has removed an organization that 
served parts of West Virginia and Virginia. Media outlets say the board announced Monday that the United Way 
of the Virginias is no longer a member of the worldwide charity organization. The local organization lost its West 
Virginia tax-exempt status and charity registration in 2008 because it didn't file required reports. Its executive 
director resigned in October. It served Mercer and McDowell counties in West Virginia, the town of Bluefield, 
Va., and Buchanan, Bland and Tazewell counties in Virginia. Mercer and McDowell counties and Bluefield, Va., 
will now be served by the United Way of Southern West Virginia. The three Virginia counties will be served by 
the United Way of Virginia Highlands 

December 3, 2013 
 
BLUEFIELD, W. Va (WVVA)-- Nurses at 7 hospitals across the country-- and in our area-- protested Tuesday to 
improve patient safety. Registered nurses with "National Nurses United" protested outside Bluefield Regional 
and Greenbrier Valley Medical Centers as part of their national day of action. They're protesting their 
management, Community Health Systems, and what they say are unsafe conditions as they treat patients. These 
protesters cited concerns about understaffing, which leads to high patient-to-nurse ratios, and what they say is 
out-of-date equipment used to treat patients. "We've tried many, many times to talk to management, and it's 
always fallen on deaf ears. And they just won't listen to us. So we feel that the public needs to know that this is 
what's going on, and we are trying to fix it," said Brenda Meadwell, a registered nurse at BRMC. Michael Adams 
agrees. "They've cut their funding for staffing support personnel, which makes our job difficult. It makes it harder 
to provide safe, effective care," he said. Bluefield Regional Medical Center released this statement to WVVA 
News: "Bluefield Regional Medical Center is completely committed to providing high-quality health services for 
our community. We are proud of the many wonderful caregivers on our team and appreciate the professional and 
compassionate care they provide for their patients. Bluefield Regional schedules its staff according to the number 
and needs of the patients in our care. Our hospital is focused on safe practices and providing excellent care for 
patients." 

December 5, 2013 
BLUEFIELD (WVVA) - Part of Bluefield's Holiday of Lights celebration is dark, thanks to a grinch -- or 
grinches -- who stole copper cables from the display. Dwight Godwin, Director of the city's Parks and Recreation 
Department, says the lights display in Lotito Park was targeted on two separate occasions -- once on Sunday and 
again on Tuesday. Extension cords were stolen, leaving portions of the popular holiday attraction without power. 
Godwin says it will take approximately $2,000 to restore power to the affected portions of the display, and that 
the display will be back at 100 percent as soon as possible. The Bluefield Police Department is investigating. 
Godwin says to his knowledge no suspects have been identified. 

December 5, 2013 

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. (AP) -- McDowell County's public schools have received a $204,000 grant to improve 
exercise programs for students. 
The Highmark Foundation grant comes after a six-month planning grant allowed West Virginia University's 
College of Physical Activity and Sports Sciences and others to work with the McDowell County Board of 
Education to develop a plan to increase physical activity in 11 schools. 
WVU says the grant will provide improved equipment and more resources for classroom teachers. It also will 



finance before-school and after-school physical activity programs and establish a system for fitness testing and 
reporting. 

December 5, 2013 

PRINCETON (WVVA) - - A geologist report on a area of Interstate 77 where officials say rocks are falling on 
the roadway is expected next week. West Virginia Division of Highways crews continue their work 
securing the area...Closing the northbound slow lane of Interstate 77 at mile marker three. Last weekend 
rocks fell on the roadway. Several months ago the area was the site of a massive rock slide. A 
spokesperson with the West Virginia Division of Highways says the geologist report will contain options 
for stabilizing the bank. 
 
December 6, 2013 

 
LOGAN (WVVA) - The Logan County Sheriff's Department is currently seeking a man convicted of sex 
crimes against children who has removed his GPS monitoring unit. Kelly Gerald Crosby, 31, was last 
seen at the Harvest Pine Homeless Shelter in Charleston around 1 p.m. Wednesday. Crosby is in post-
release supervision for the crime of using minors in filming sexually explicit conduct. Probation officers 
say Crosby has cut off his GPS monitoring unit. Crosby is described as 5'6", 300 pounds with brown hair 
and brown eyes. He has a tattoo on his left shoulder that says 'OLIN RIP,' one on his left arm of a smiley 
face, a tattoo on his left and right leg that say 'K.C.' and a letter 'V' on his left ring finger. He is 
considered to be dangerous. If you have any information on his whereabouts, contact your local 
authorities. 

December 6, 2013 

 
BLUEFIELD, Virginia (WVVA) -- More potential victims come forward following revelations 
regarding a church leader under investigation for sexual abuse. State police said at least 13 possible 
victims have come forward since WVVA first aired the story on November 22. According to Sgt. 
Melissa Clemmons, the investigation centers around a man who was actively involved in the youth 
group at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Bluefield, Va. State police said some of the complaints of 
abuse date back to 1986. Police are waiting to release the name of the man being charged pending an 
investigation. They say the individual led mission trips for the church and served as a child abuse 
advocate in the 1990's. Police are urging anyone who was victimized or witnessed the abuse to contact 
Child Protect at 304-425-2710 

December 7, 2013 

 
PINEVILLE (WVVA) -- A new location is bringing new hope to a local organization whose goal is just 
that -- giving hope to children who have suffered from abuse. Just for Kids has opened a new location in 
Wyoming County. It's in Pineville, on Main Street next to Charlie's Pharmacy. Just for Kids has served 
more than 120 kids in Wyoming County over the past three years. Director Scott Miller says that number 
is growing, not necessarily because of more abuse, but because people have become more aware of their 
services in that area. "We were sharing a space with another program, and so we were a little inflexible 
in terms of when we could be doing interviews," says Miller. "Now we have a space that we can dedicate 
just for whenever law enforcement or child protective services calls us. We can do an interview at their 
needs a little more efficiently." The new space is unmarked and does not always have someone working, 
so Miller suggests you call the Beckley office at 304-255-4834 before heading to the new location. 

December 7, 2013 

BLUEFIELD (WVVA) - Appalachian Power's outage map showed thousands of customers without 
power in the WVVA viewing area Monday morning-- mostly in Mercer and Raleigh counties.  At 10 
a.m., Mercer showed more than 6,600 without service. -- down from more than 7,000 at 7 a.m. More 



than 3,700 customers in Raleigh were affected, and less than 1,000 in Fayette, Greenbrier, Summers, 
Wyoming, McDowell and Bland counties.  At 9 p.m., Mercer county outages were down to just over 
5,300; Raleigh county down to 1,390; just under 400 in Greenbrier, just over 200 in Summers, and over 
100 in Fayette county. View AEP's outage map. Nearly two dozen road closures were reported in Mercer 
County due to downed trees. Click here to see the full list 

 

December 8, 2013 
 

BECKLEY (WVVA) -- A Raleigh County man is being held on a $1-million bond after allegedly 
stabbing two individuals with a sword. Michael Hale has been charged with attempted first-degree 
murder and two counts of malicious wounding after the incident at a home on Bailey Avenue in Beckley 
early Sunday morning. According to the Raleigh County Sheriff's Office, Hale, 27, of Beckley entered 
the residence with a sword and started an altercation with 37-year-old Hershel Drenned. Drenned was 
cut several times. A second victim, 24-year-old Tabatha Farley, was stabbed in the foot.  The sheriff's 
department is handling the investigation. Hale is being held at Southern Regional Jail. 
 

December 9, 2013 
 
Shady Spring, W.Va.--A second juvenile is in police custody following the investigation of alleged 
terroristic threats at a local high school. The second juvenile was picked up by police last Thursday. He 
is charged with making terrorist threats at Shady Spring High School. The first juvenile was taken into 
custody on Sunday, December 1st after threatening statements and pictures were posted on social media. 
The following day, more than half of the student body was absent from school. Police now consider the 
situation resolved 
 

December 10, 2013 
 

GHENT (WVVA)- More than 7,600 families are without power today due to back to back winter 
storms. More than 1,000 of those outages are in Raleigh County. Residents in Ghent, West Virginia say 
they typically lose electricity during almost every storm. AEP is working to get local families their 
electricity back. Their web site states that families will have power by tomorrow 

December 10, 2013 

 
BLUEFIELD, W.Va. – A 27-year-old Mercer County man was sentenced today to four years in prison 
after pleading guilty earlier this year to a federal drug charge, announced U.S. Attorney Booth Goodwin. 
Matthew M. Pigg, of Montcalm, Mercer County, W.Va., previously pleaded guilty to possession with 
intent to distribute hydromorphone, a powerful prescription painkiller commonly known as Dilaudid. 
Pigg's sentence was handed down by Senior United States District Judge David A. Faber in Bluefield.  
On February 12, 2013, police executed a search warrant on the defendant's Montcalm residence. During 
the execution of the search warrant, police found a quantity of hydromorphone pills hidden inside of a 
safe located in the defendant's bedroom. Pigg told police that he intended to sell the pain pills. At the 
time Pigg possessed the hydromorphone pills, he also possessed a loaded .38 caliber pistol. The firearm, 
also located inside of the defendant's bedroom safe, was seized by police.  
This case was brought as part of the Bluefield Pill Initiative, a collaborative, multi-agency regional law 
enforcement effort designed to halt prescription drug trafficking in Mercer, McDowell, and Wyoming 
counties. The Bluefield Pill Initiative is led by the Southern Regional Drug and Violent Crime Task 
Force, which includes the West Virginia State Police Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Mercer, 
McDowell and Wyoming County Sheriff's Departments, and the Bluefield and Princeton Police 
Departments. Assistant United States Attorney John File handled the prosecution.  



This case was also brought as part of Project Safe Neighborhoods. Project Safe Neighborhoods is a 
nationwide commitment to reduce gun crime in the United States by networking existing local programs 
targeting gun crime. 
 

December 10, 2013 

 
MERCER COUNTY (WVVA)- It could be another cold night for many families...last weekend's winter 
weather left thousands of people without power, and one of the counties hardest hit from all of this was 
Mercer County. Icy tree limbs were among the primary causes of the power outages. Crews from 
Appalachian Power and the West Virginia Division of Highways continue to work to clear roads and 
power lines of debris and restore power to customers. Appalachian Power expects to have most of its 
customers back online by tomorrow. 

December 11, 2013 

 
PRINCETON (WVVA) - A day care worker charged with 150 counts of possession of child 
pornography has waived his right to a preliminary hearing. Lindsey Bowling, 29, of Princeton, had 
served as a child care worker a Lil Camper Dependable Child Care in Princeton at the time of his arrest. 
He did not appear in court Wednesday. The case will now be bound to the February Grand Jury. 
Investigators say the charges stem from images found on Bowling's computer.  Investigators say there is 
no evidence that any of the children that he worked with were harmed in any way but the investigation is 
ongoing. 

December 11, 2013 
 
Montgomery (WVVA) The search is on for two suspects after a shooting in Fayette County.  It happened 
in Montgomery on the 1000 block of 1st Street on December 6th.  According to investigators, the victim 
was shot multiple times in both the leg and abdomen.  Anyone with information on the shooting and the 
two suspects is urged to contact the Montgomery Police Dept. at (304)442-4939. 
 

December 12, 2013 

 
BECKLEY, W.Va. – A former branch manager for heavy equipment distributor Cecil I. Walker 
Machinery Company ("Walker Machinery") faces up to 20 years in prison after pleading guilty yesterday 
in connection with a scheme that bilked a total of more than $90,000 in rental fees from the company, 
announced United States Attorney Booth Goodwin. Mark Randall Trump, of Cool Ridge, Raleigh 
County, W.Va., pleaded guilty to wire fraud before United States District Judge Irene C. Berger in 
Beckley.  

In 2009 and continuing up until his dismissal from Walker Machinery in April 2012, Trump, 43, a 
branch manager at Walker Express, the company's full-line rental service store based in Crab Orchard, 
W.Va., began offering certain customers special rates for equipment rentals without the company's 
authorization. An investigation revealed that during the scheme, Trump was paid directly, often by cash 
or personal check, by certain customers for numerous equipment rentals. Trump later deposited the 
fraudulent payments into his personal checking account. To conceal the scheme from Walker Machinery, 
Trump entered the customer data into the company's system and printed a matching rental agreement 
form. However, upon the return of the equipment, Trump made entries into the company's records 
indicating that the rental had been canceled, deleted from the computer system, or not invoiced at all. 
Trump also failed to process the receiving paperwork through Walker Machinery's service department, 
as required for all company rental transactions.  
In total, Trump took approximately $90,000 in rental fees owed to the company for his personal use. As 
a result of the fraud, the company incurred a loss of approximately $367,000.  



Trump is scheduled to be sentenced on April 17, 2014.  
The investigation was conducted by the West Virginia State Police and the FBI. Assistant United States 
Attorney Blaire Malkin is in charge of the prosecution.  
This case is being prosecuted as part of the United States Attorney's Office for the Southern District of 
West Virginia's Business Protection Initiative. U.S. Attorney Booth Goodwin announced the Business 
Protection Initiative in November 2010. Business protection is a primary initiative of the U.S. Attorney's 
Office that focuses on prosecuting individuals who defraud West Virginia businesses. 
 

December 12, 2013 
 

PRINCETON (WVVA) – A woman has been arrested after police seize $400,000 of marijuana from a 
Princeton home. Shante McKinley of Princeton was charged with cultivation of marijuana after police 
found 98 hydroponic marijuana plants, with a street value of about $400,000, as well as $50,000 worth 
of equipment used to help the plants grow at the home in Princeton. Officers say there could be more 
arrests in this case in the future. McKinley is currently out on bond. The bust was handled by Princeton 
Police Department and the Princeton detachment of the West Virginia State Police. Officers were made 
aware of the marijuana on Dec. 6, when officers Angle and Carrol were at the residence during a drug 
round-up. They contacted the task force, and were granted probable cause for search and seizure. 
Marijuana plants were found in three rooms of the home, as well as grow lights and ventilation 
equipment. 

December 12, 2013 
 

PRINCETON (WVVA) - - A former youth volunteer at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Bluefield, 
West Virginia is facing several sexual abuse charges. Thursday afternoon West Virginia State Police 
arrested Tim Probert of Bluefield, West Virginia on 38 felony abuse charges, 22 counts of sexual abuse 
by custodian, 6 counts of First Degree Sexual Abuse, 7 counts of Third Degree Sexual Assault, 
Distribution and Display of Obscene Matter to a Minor and Use or Sexually Explicit Content with the 
Intent to Seduce a minor. Pastor Jonathan Rockness says Probert has not been involved with the youth 
group at the church for two years and he has since resigned as a member of Westminster Presbyterian 
Church. The church released a statement following the arrest. Click here to read it. State Police Sgt. 
M.D. Clemons says her office was approached initially about a situation involving the accused. In that 
case, they found that while the behavior may have been inappropriate, no crime had been committed and 
the church was advised to handle it as a church body. Sgt. Clemons says it was then that the criminal 
allegations came to light prompting a second visit by the church which launched a state police 
investigation. Probert was arraigned Thursday before Mercer County Magistrate James Dent. Bond was 
set at $100,000. WVVA has a crew in the courtroom and will have more on WVVA news at 5 and 6 
 

December 12, 2013 
 

BLUEFIELD, W. Va (WVVA) -- An medical company that provides equipment and supplies for the 
disabled is fighting for its patients.  
 
Medicare has denied recent power chair claims made by Med Response, a medical equipment company. 
As a result, Medicare is taking back the money the company used to pay for those power chairs--
demanding a total of $45,000 from Med Response. Now, they can't take new Medicare patients, and they 
can't maintain motorized chairs for those whose cases are in question. Workers at Med Response say the 
claims are for patients who genuinely need the chairs due to severe medical conditions, and denying 
them is unfair. "Medicare has recouped these thousands of dollars and that's the problem," said Michael 
Bales, Director of Rehab at Med Response. "It's a lot of money and no real hope of immediate 
reimbursement or at least a chance to plead our case that these are not fraudulent claims. These are real 



people needing real chairs for real-life situations," he affirmed. Med Response's last step is to get their 
cases heard by an administrative law judge. They say that won't happen until at least December of 2015. 
Until then, they and their patients have to wait. 

December 13, 2013 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- A Matewan Middle School math teacher is facing charges she sexually 
abused a 13-year-old student. 
State police arrested 32-year-old Jennifer L. Parsons on Thursday and charged her with one count of 
sexual abuse by a parent, guardian or custodian. The Charleston Gazette reports she was being held in 
Southwestern Regional Jail on $150,000 bail. It did not say if she has an attorney. 
Parsons is a math teacher and girls' soccer coach. Mingo County court records allege she began having 
an inappropriate relationship with the girl earlier this school year. 
An investigation by Child Protective Services began on Dec. 6 after another teacher complained that 
Parsons was passing love notes to the girl. 
The agency cleared Parsons of any wrongdoing, but more complaints were filed and state police 
investigated. 

 

December 14, 2013 
 
RALEIGH COUNTY (WVVA) -- First responders were called to numerous accidents on Sandstone 
Mountain Saturday afternoon. Icy road conditions led to one rollover and at least four collisions. 
According to dispatchers, crews responded around 1 p.m.  Accidents continued to occur while officials 
were on scene helping other drivers. 
 
December 18, 2013 

Beckley (WVVA) -- The search is on for a suspect after several juveniles are reportedly molested at 
Kohl's.  It happened on December 16th at the store's location on Eisenhower Drive in Beckley.   
According to Det. Morgan Bragg, police have a strong lead at this point, but no arrest has been made. He 
describes the suspect as a white male.  Bragg said the first incident was reported by a parent to security. 
Since then, two other alleged victims have come forward. Anyone with information is urged to contact 
the Beckley City Police Dept. or Crimestoppers at (304)255-STOP. 

December 18, 2013 

WAR (WVVA) – Sheriff's Deputies bust an active meth lab in McDowell County late Wednesday 
afternoon.  Sheriff Martin West says a CPS worker was notified about the possibility of the lab in the 
Warriormine area of War.  Responding officers from the Sheriff's Office and War PD found an active 
meth lab in a shed behind a home 97 Yorkie Lane in War.  John William White Jr., 40, was arrested and 
charged with operating or attempting to operate a clandestine drug laboratory. White was arraigned 
before Magistrate Steve Cox and placed on $50,000 bond. He is being held at the McDowell County 
Holding Unit awaiting transport to South Western Regional Jail. A juvenile who was at the home at the 
time of the bust was placed into the custody of the DHHR.  The Southern Regional Drug and Violent 
Crime Task Force and War Fire Volunteer Fire Department also responded to the scene 

December 19, 2013 

 
LEWISBURG (WVVA) - A Rainelle man has been arrested on drug charges after officers find meth-
making materials in his vehicle during a routine traffic stop. Matthew Scott Bennett, 28, of Rainelle was 
charged with one count of attempting to operate a clandestine drug laboratory, conspiracy to operate a 
clandestine drug lab and conspiracy to deliver a controlled substance. Bennett was arrested after being 



pulled over for a routine traffic stop in Lewisburg. During the stop, officers located meth-making 
materials and other drug evidence in the vehicle which was linked to Bennett, according to a news 
release from the Lewisburg Police Department. The investigation is being conducted by Sgt. D.B. 
Eggleston and Ptlm. J.B. Kuhn of the Lewisburg PD. The Greenbrier County Sheriff's Office and State 
Police assisted 

December 19, 2013 
 

An Oak Hill man has been arrested for allegedly taking money from an elderly woman.  On Wednesday, 
December 18, 2013, the Fayette Counter Sheriff's Office received a complaint that an elderly woman in 
the Oak Hill area was being subjected to financial exploitation. It was reported that several of her checks 
had been stolen, forged, and uttered and that her credit card had been unlawfully accessed as well.  
Following an investigation into these allegations by the Sheriff's Detective Bureau, criminal charges 
were filed late Wednesday evening against Thomas Wayne Shepherd, III., 22, of Oak Hill. Shepherd was 
arrested that same evening. Shepherd is charged with five counts of forgery, five counts of uttering, two 
counts of computer fraud, and one count of identity theft. He was arraigned Thursday morning and his 
bond was set at $100,000.00.  "The physical abuse or financial exploitation of the elderly is a very high 
priority for the Sheriff's Office," said Sheriff Steve Kessler in a News Release. "All complaints of this 
nature are aggressively investigated and criminal charges, if warranted, are filed as quickly as possible." 
Anyone having any information concerning the physical abuse of financial exploitation of elderly 
citizens in Fayette County is urged to contact the Sheriff's Office Detective Bureau at (304) 574-4216, 
the Adult Protective Services Division of DHHR at (304) 465-9613 or you may submit a tip through the 
sheriff's department Facebook page. 

December 20, 2013 

PRINCETON, W.Va. (AP) -- A federal prosecutor says his office has joined the sheriff's department in 
Mercer County in an investigation into vandalism at an Islamic worship center near Princeton. 
U.S. Attorney Booth Goodwin said Friday that the vandalism at the Islamic Society for the Appalachian 
Region "violates our country's most sacred values." 
Goodwin says the U.S. attorney's office and the FBI will work with local authorities and "will pursue 
this matter aggressively." 
Mercer County sheriff's Deputy E.P. Parks says the vandalism involves anti-Islamic sentiments spray 
painted late Sunday or early Monday. 
Islamic center leader Abdul Piracha says the slurs were found on the worship center's exterior and on a 
sign. 
Piracha says the center also was targeted after the 9/11 attacks on New York City and Washington. 

 

December 20, 2013 

 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- The unemployment rate fell in 41 of West Virginia's 55 counties in 
November.  WorkForce West Virginia said Friday that unemployment rose in 13 counties and was 
unchanged in one. The state's seasonally adjusted jobless rate in November fell one-tenth of a percentage 
point to 6.1 percent. Monongalia County had the state's lowest unemployment rate at 3 percent, followed 
by Jefferson at 3.3 percent and Pendleton at 3.8 percent. Wetzel County's rate of 10 percent was the 
state's highest. 

December 22, 2013 

 



BLUEFIELD, W.Va. (WVVA) -- Cold medicine sales at West Virginia Rite Aids are the subject of a 
national investigation. The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration is investigating pseudoephedrine 
sales. Pseudoephedrine is an ingredient that is illegally used to manufacture methamphetamine.  Rite Aid 
is cooperating with the investigation, giving the DEA sales data dating back to 2006.  In November, Rite 
Aid stopped West Virginia sales of cold medication that have pseudoephedrine as the only active 
ingredient. 
 
December 25, 2013 

Fayetteville, W.Va.—Police are searching for a man accused of dumping his bound and gagged 
girlfriend at a remote strip mine.  According to the Fayette County Sheriff's Office, around 8 p.m. 
Christmas night, a woman contacted 911 saying she had been abducted and managed to escape. Deputies 
say it began as an argument between the victim and her live-in boyfriend at their residence in the 
Springdale area of Fayette County.  The woman, later identified as Betty Burns, 36, was hit in the head, 
her hands and feet were bound, and her mouth was gagged. She says her boyfriend, Larry Nelson, 36, 
drove her to a strip mine on Springdale Church Road and shoved her out of the vehicle. She then walked 
about 90 minutes in the woods before reaching a residence where she was able to get assistance.  
Deputies at the scene were able to recover ropes and other items that were used to bind her. The medical 
condition of Burns is unknown.  Warrants have been issued against Nelson for Kidnapping and 
Domestic Battery. Contact the Fayette County 911 at 304.574.3590 with any information on the 
whereabouts of Larry Nelson. 

December 26, 2013 
 

FAIRLEA (WVVA)-- Two men are behind bars after a Christmas break-in. According to Cpl. Gary 
Workman with the Greenbrier County Sheriff's Office, Michael Reynolds of Caldwell and Gary 
McKeever of Lewisburg, pictured at left, were caught on-scene after they broke into an auto shop. 
Workman says they broke into Lemon's Used Car and Automotive Repair shop Christmas night around 9 
PM. Both men are charged with breaking and entering and have been taken to Southern Regional Jail 

December 29, 2013 

 
PRINCETON, W. Va (WVVA)-- A popular area pub is closed after a fire damaged the inside. Lt. 
Beeman with East River Volunteer Fire Department tells WVVA fire burned Leo's Pub, in the Melrose 
area near Princeton Sunday night just before 5:30 PM. Beeman says the blaze began in the kitchen area, 
but its cause is under investigation. Nothing stood out to him as immediately suspicious about it, he said. 
The business was closed at the time, and no one was inside. No injuries happened in the incident. When 
firefighters arrived, heavy smoke was coming from the building, Beeman said.  While firefighters were 
able to save the structure of the building, the business's owner tells WVVA it's moderately burned on the 
inside and they can not re-open because of the damage.  Employees gathered around the business after it 
happened to mourn the loss, however temporary, of their working place. For now, they have no place to 
work. The business owner tells WVVA she is in a state of shock, and since she does not own the 
building, she isn't sure what her next steps will be. Lt. Beeman says the building would have been 
completely destroyed if not for fire crews' quick response time. WVVA spoke with residents who say 
they loved Leo's Pub because friends could gather there like family, and they're sad to see this happened. 

 

 



Network Programming 
 

 
 

 
 

In addition to our locally produced programming specifically designed to respond to the 
problems and needs of our viewing area, network programs often cover issues relating to 
our local problems and needs. 
The following are selected episodes of regular problems and specials, which, in our 
judgment, contribute to serving the problems and needs of our community.  Highlights of 
topics and issues televised this quarter are detailed. 
 

 

 

TODAY SHOW 
Monday-Friday  7:00-11:00 am (240 minutes) 
Saturday   7:00-9:00 am (120 minutes) 
Sunday   8:00-9:00 am (60 minutes) 
 
 

Nightly News 
Monday-Friday  6:30-7:00 pm (30 minutes) 
 
 

DATELINE 

Friday                               9:00-9:30 (60 minutes) 

 

MEET THE PRESS 
Sunday           11:00-12:00 (60 minutes) 

  

THE DOCTORS 
Monday-Friday           4:00-5:00 pm (60 minutes) 
 
 

DR. PHIL 
Monday-Friday  3:00-4:00 pm (60 minutes) 
 

The Daily Buzz (EVVA) 
Monday-Friday                6:00-7:30 am (90 minutes)  



 

 

Short Form Programming 
 

 

 

Short Form Programming provides an opportunity to local organizations to get their 
message out to the community. We produced ten to thirty second commercials for 
anything from job fairs, to tips for a healthier life, even finding the right doctor for you 
in our area. We also support our local foundations that raise awareness for childhood 
cancer, breast cancer, babies born premature, and any health concerns affecting our local 
area. WVVA also organizes its own events, like urging people in our community to work 
towards a healthier lifestyle, while producing segments that help take fugitives of the 
streets, and recognizing veterans and active military personnel that have fought or are 
fighting for our country. 

 
 
 

Special Services Provided for Community 
 

 
 
 

 
CLOSED CAPTIONING 

 
During the quarter, WVVA-TV Closed Captioning regularly scheduled newscasts per 
day Monday-Friday 5:30 am, Monday-Friday 7:25 am, 7:55 am, 8:25 am, 8:55 am; 
Mon.-Fri. 6:00 pm; Mon.-Sun. 11:00 pm.  This allows hearing-impaired viewers, with 
the proper decoding devices, the opportunity to read, in printed text form, on the bottom 
of their television screen, the information presented on the audio portion of the news 
broadcast.  WVVA-TV offers this area’s only closed Captioning local news 
programming. 
 
 
Weather School visits-12/05/2013 
 
Toys for Tots coverage-December 2- December 14 2013 
 

December 9, 2013--(WVVA) - Today was a special day for the entire WVVA team as we became the 
first organization in the state of West Virginia to be recognized as a Storm Ready Supporter. An awards 



presentation was held at the WVVA studios today and was attended by local officials from across 
Mercer County. Meteorologists from the National Weather Service in Blacksburg were also in 
attendance, and they presented a certificate of recognition to the station. The Storm Ready initiative 
seeks to recognize those who go above and beyond to help spread potentially life-saving information 
from the National Weather Service to the general public. 
 


