
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Issues/Programs Quarterly Report 
 

OCTOBER 1, 2014 – DECEMBER 30, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WVVA Television, Inc. 
BLUEFIELD, WEST VIRGINIA 

JANUARY 1, 2014 
Prepared by: EMILY DUNCAN 
OFFICE SALES ASSISTANT 

For stations 
WVVA, EVVA, GVVA 

 



 
The following newscasts, programs, specials and 

announcements airing on WVVA-TV provide the most 
significant treatment of community issues: 

 
 
NEWSCHANNEL 6 
 
Monday – Friday 5:30-7:00 am (90 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 5:00-5:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 6:00 - 6:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 11:00-11:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Saturday – Sunday 11:00 - 11:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday - Friday (EVVA) 10:00 – 10:30 pm (30 minutes) 
 

Public Affairs Programming 
IN FOCUS 
 

Sunday  9:00-9:30 am (30 minutes) 
If no network programming, repeat 12:00-12:30 pm (30 minutes) 
 

 
 
Public Service Announcements 

Varying length announcements from: 10-:60 airing throughout the day 
about issues of community interest and importance. 
 

The Following NBC and CW network programs are  

also represented in this report: 

Today Show 
Nightly News 

Dateline 
Meet the Press 
The Daily Buzz  

 
 



Problems & Needs List 
2014 Fourth Quarter Report 

WVVA, EVVA, GVVA 

In direct response to timely news topics, viewer letters and emails, 

WVVA, EVVA, GVVA covered the following issues through news 

stories, public affairs programming and/or special reports: 

1. CRIME: How crime affects seniors, youth and communities 
 
2. EDUCATION: Budget deficits; state funding; taxpayer opposition; need 
to upgrade school infrastructure; school district adaptation to new 
technology; need for upgrading of system and high educational standards; 
school funding and support of system; education for nontraditional. 
 
3. GOVERNMENT-POLITICS: Budget deficits; unfunded federal and state 
mandates; rising costs of employee medical insurance; need for adequate 
housing for poor and elderly; strong community leadership; community 
pride; growth/population decline; long range community planning; 
community clean-ups; better enforcement of minimum housing codes; 
citywide effort against alcohol and drug abuse; annexation and zoning 
issues. Candidate profiles; campaign issues; polling; election issues; voter 
registration. 
 
4. CONSUMER-ECONOMY: Consumer information involving recalls, 
comparison shopping, government programs. 
 
5. FAMILY ISSUES: Parenting, Education, Social, Community, Spiritual 
and Money. 
 
6. HEALTH: Aids; rising medical costs; childcare affordability; availability of 
child care; need for resources for elderly; strengthening of family unit; 
transportation and housing for poor and elderly; more programs for elderly; 
needs for the disadvantaged; nurses, doctors, and dentists; problems of 
alcohol and drug abuse; racial problems; child abuse; spouse abuse; 
sexual abuse; support for single parent families. 
 
7. SPECIAL REPORTS 
 
 



4th Quarter 
Quarterly Reports 
“CRIME” 
10/1/2014-12/31/2014 

 

Posted: Dec 01, 2014 11:22 AM EST 

MERCER COUNTY (WVVA) A Bluefield, WV man will likely spend the rest of his life in 
prison for sex crimes against children. 

James Irvin, 57, was convicted by a jury in October on multiple counts of sexual assault and 
sexual abuse against three children. Irvin was arrested in April 2014 at his home on Giles Street 
in Bluefield, WV. In court on Monday, Irvin was sentenced to 235-950 years in prison by Circuit 
Court Judge William Sadler.  

According to the criminal complaint, two of the victims lived with their mother and stepfather in 
Irvin's home on Giles Street when the alleged offenses occurred in 2007.The complaint states the 
alleged sex acts were performed under the guise of Pagan/Wiccan rituals, of which Irvin was a 
follower.One victim testified that Irvin forced her to perform the sexual acts, described as 
"magic" to "make mommy well," the complaint states. 

The second victim stated that her mother believed Irvin was a "magical Warlock," according to 
the complaint. She was told by her mother that she "was going to have to do something to keep 
her well which involved magic with Irvin," the complaint says.The victim says she went to 
Irvin's bedroom after school every day for at least two weeks, where the alleged sex acts 
occurred. 

A third victim, a friend of the family, has also come forward to report that she was sexually 
abused by Irvin on four occasions at his home. She told police, according to the criminal 
complaint, that Irvin told her the "magic" acts could "make her recently deceased father come 
back." 

During the sentencing hearing, a request for a retrial from Irvin's defense attorney was denied. 
The mother of the three children, Jessica Barela, is also facing charges. 

Irvin has been in Southern Regional Jail since his arrest in April. 

Posted: Dec 03, 2014 3:13 PM EST 

By Paul Hess, WVVA Internet Director 

MCDOWELL COUNTY (WVVA) Administrators with Frontier Communications say copper 
thieves stole nearly 2500 feet of cable in the Davy area. 

The theft disrupted communication service to local residents. Frontier General Manager Mike 
Swatts says it also put residents at risk. "Frontier customers depend on their telephones to stay in 
contact with family, friends and emergency responders. Copper thieves again have demonstrated 



their disregard for their communities when they steal this essential cable for their own gain," 
says Swatts. 

Crews are working to restore service. 

Swatts is urging people to come forward with any information that may help law enforcement 
prosecute the offenders. He says people can leave anonymous and confidential tips to Frontier 
security staff at the number 1-800-590-6605. 

“We encourage anyone with information about this theft of copper cable and others like it to 
contact local law enforcement authorities or call our toll-free hotline. We appreciate that law 
enforcement and the judicial system in southern West Virginia are focused on addressing a 
problem that poses such a threat to the health and safety of entire communities," says Swatts. 

Swatts says three local residents were convicted in McDowell County for copper thefts last year. 

 

Tazewell County drug dealer is sentenced to 47 years in prison 

Posted: Dec 05, 2014 3:22 PM EST 

NEWS RELEASE: 

TAZEWELL COUNTY-Dennis Lee, Tazewell County Commonwealth's Attorney 
announced that, JOSEPH JEROME PANAGOPOLOUS, age 58, of 6677 Falls Mills Road, 
Bluefield, West Virginia, was sentenced to forty-seven (47) years in prison after being found 
guilty by a jury of charges of Conspiracy, Distribution of Schedule II Narcotics, 3rd Offense 
and Distribution of Drugs on School Property. 

Evidence presented at PANAGOPOLOUS' trial on September 2, 2014, revealed that the 
defendant and his co-conspirator sold the narcotic, Dilaudid, in the parking lot of a local 
school to a confidential informant. School was not in session at the time and 
PANAGOPOLOUS and his partner chose that location for the exchange. The confidential 
informant, who was being driven by PANAGOPOLOUS' co-conspirator and was previously 
unaware of the location of the exchange, tried to persuade the defendants to go to another 
site, without success. 

At the sentencing hearing held in the Tazewell County Circuit Court on December 4, 2014, it 
was further revealed that PANAGOPOLOUS had an extensive criminal record dating back 
40 years. PANAGOPOLOUS had previously been convicted in the United States District 
Court in Bluefield, West Virginia of Trafficking Cocaine in 1987. In 2002 he was convicted 
of cocaine trafficking in Guilford County, North Carolina. And in both 2000 and 2011, 
PANAGOPOLOUS was convicted of narcotics trafficking in Mercer County, West Virginia. 
PANAGOPOLOUS was on probation for the 2011 conviction at the time he committed the 
offense in Tazewell County. 



The Honorable Jack Hurley, who presided over the jury trial and sentencing hearing, 
accepted the jury's recommendation and imposed the forty seven (47) year active sentence. 
There is no parole in the Commonwealth of Virginia. "Mr. PANAGOPOLOUS has been 
blight on this area for far too many years," said Dennis Lee. "He will no longer have the 
opportunity to ruin lives." 

This case was investigated by the Tazewell County Narcotics Task Force. The case was 
prosecuted by Tazewell County Commonwealth's Attorney Dennis H. Lee and Assistant 
Commonwealth's Attorneys Melanie Menefee and Brandon Goins. 

 

Greenbrier County woman sentenced to 18 months for dealing heroin 

 Posted: Dec 10, 2014 2:41 PM EST 

NEWS RELEASE: 

Beckley, WV – United States Attorney Booth Goodwin announced today that a White Sulphur 

Springs woman was sentenced to federal prison for possession with intent to distribute heroin. 

United States District Judge Irene C. Berger sentenced Amanda Nicole Canaday, 27, to 18 

months in prison. Canaday pled guilty in July of 2014, admitting that on August 31, 2013, she 

possessed 56 packets of heroin that she intended to sell. She stored the heroin in her apartment in 

White Sulphur Springs. She also admitted that she had been selling heroin for some time. 

The case was investigated by the Greenbrier Valley Drug and Violent Crime Task Force under 

the Greenbrier Heroin and Pill Initiative, as part of an ongoing law enforcement effort led by the 

United States Attorney's Office for the Southern District of West Virginia to combat the sale of 

heroin and the illicit sale and misuse of prescription drugs in the Southern District. Assistant 

United States Attorney John File handled the prosecution of this case. 

Man wanted for stealing nearly $1,000 from Macado's in the Mercer Mall 

Posted: Dec 11, 2014 4:48 PM EST 

BLUEFIELD (WVVA)- West Virginia State Police in Princeton are asking for help to identify a 
man caught on camera stealing money from Macado's in the Mercer Mall. 
 
According to Trooper Patrick Hephner, a man stole nearly $1,000 from the manager's office 
around 7:20 Wednesday night.  
 
He adds that employees noticed the missing money when they saw that the manager's door was 
open. The door is usually shut and locked.  
 
Hephner says the theft happened in less than two minutes.  
 



If you have any information regarding the case or know the identity of the thief please contact 
West Virginia State Police in Princeton at 304-425-2101. 

McDowell County man arrested on fraud and forgery charges 

 Posted: Dec 12, 2014 4:04 PM EST 

WELCH (WVVA) - According to McDowell County Sheriff Martin B. West, a sheriff's 
detective arrested Edward Joshua Coleman, of Hartwell, West Virginia, on a list of charges 
relating to fraud and forgery charges. 

In a news release from Sgt. James E. Muncy, Jr., to WVVA News,  McDowell County Sheriff's 
Detective Vaselaros was contacted by Coleman's employer, who claimed Coleman had stolen 
money from his business. 

During the course of the investigation, Detective Vaselaros reportedly found that Coleman had 
"forged and uttered checks" from Owen's Logging, a business in Vansant, Virginia, while he was 
employed in the Hartwell area 

Coleman allegedly forged payroll checks totaling nearly $28,000. 

According to the McDowell County Sheriff's Office, Coleman is charged with  

•20 counts of Forgery,  

•20 counts of Uttering,  

•20 Counts of Obtaining Money under false pretenses,  

•20 Counts of Fraudulent Schemes. 

Coleman was taken to the Southwestern Regional Jail following an arraignment. 



Robbery suspect wanted in Tazewell County 

Posted: Dec 15, 2014 3:56 PM EST 

TAZEWELL COUNTY (WVVA) Deputies in Tazewell County are searching for a man 
suspected of the armed robbery of a store in Baptist Valley. 

According to Major Herald Heatley with the Tazewell County Sheriff's Office, a man robbed 
the Valley Mart at gunpoint a little before 11 p.m. on Thursday, December 11. 

Heatley says the man was wearing a ski mask and a camouflage jacket. He showed the store 
clerk a pistol and demanded all of the money from the register. Heatley says the crook got 
away with more than $200. 

If you have any information, you're asked to contact the Tazewell County Sheriff's Office at 
276-988-5966. 

Copper thieves disrupt communications in McDowell County 

Posted: Dec 16, 2014 4:14 PM EST 

WELCH, WV (WVVA) Copper thieves cause service disruption for 240 Frontier 

Communications customers in McDowell County. 

 

According to Frontier General Manager Mike Swatts, about 1,000 feet of cable was taken, 

leaving customers in the Big Sandy and Hensley areas without telephone and broadband 

service. 

 

“These criminal acts affect Frontier customers who depend on their telephones and broadband 

to stay in contact with family, friends and emergency responders. Copper theft disrupts 

commerce and creates significant inconveniences for entire communities," says Swatts. 

 

Local residents can anonymously report any known or suspected copper theft to Frontier's toll-

free hotline at 1-800-590-6605. Thieves 

stole 2500 feet of cable from Frontier on Dec. 3 in the Davy area. 

http://www.wvva.com/story/27539480/2014/12/03/copper-thieves-disrupt-communications-in-

mcdowell-county 

 
 

28 busted in drug roundup in Raleigh County 

Posted: Dec 19, 2014 9:15 AM EST 

BECKLEY, WV (WVVA) 28 people are busted on drug charges in Raleigh County on 
Thursday.  



The warrants were served by Beckley Police, HIDTA (High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area) 
task force, Raleigh County Sheriff's Department, and the U.S. Marshal Service. Those 
arrested were charged with delivery and sale of narcotics including cocaine, heroin, and 
oxycontin. 

Below is a list of those arrested.  

1. Donald Norris, Beckley 

2. Cayla Foster, 20, Glen Morgan 

3. Corte Lawson, 23, Beckley 

4. Deandre Harris, 21, Beckley 

5. Justin Moore, 27, Beckley 

6. Stephen Cox, 20, Beckley 

7. Gregory Kaylor 51 Beckley 

8. Robert Burks, 48, Beckley 

9. Tasha Ewing, 30, Beckley 

10. Lois Ewing, 52, Beckley 

11. Michael Hodge, 36, Beckley 

12. Bernard Amar, Beckley 

13. Rhinelander Hernandez, 36, Beckley 

14. Candice Manning, 23, Beckley 

15. Jason Thompson, 49, Beckley 

16. Billie Gayhart, 49, Glen White 

17. Jamey Berghoff, 27, Sophia 

18. Michael Berghoff, 24, Sophia 

19. James Ellison, 23, Princewick 

20. David Hudson, 20, Beckley 

21. Vickie Dodson, 50, Beckley 

22. Max Pike, 25, Shady Springs 

23. Russell Rutledge, 31, Cool Ridge 

24. George Knight, 40, Egerie 

25. Michael Basham, Glen Daniel 

26. Richard Pfost, Beckley 

27. James Chambers, Glen White 

28. Deshawn Dozier, Beckley 

According to the news release, "HIDTA is High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area. HIDTA is 
also known as the Raleigh County Drug and Violent Crimes Task Force. It contains officers 
from the Beckley Police Department, Raleigh County Sheriff's Department and West 
Virginia State Police." 



Officers are still attempting to serve warrants on 13 individuals. 
 

Two arrested in McDowell County copper theft 

Posted: Dec 22, 2014 11:40 AM EST 

MCDOWELL COUNTY (WVVA) -  

Two Davy men are in custody after being arrested in connection with a local copper theft. 

Police says 25-year-old Jonathan Hadley and 33-year-old Anthony Bishop were arrested over the 
weekend for stealing copper from Frontier Cable lines. 

They have both been charged with felony grand larceny, felony destruction of property, 
conspiracy, and disruption of services. 

Sgt. Kane of the West Virginia State Police tells us this theft and several other thefts in the area 
have disrupted service for Frontier Cable customers and been a serious issue in the Davy, West 
Virginia area. 

If you have any information on any copper thefts, you are asked to call Senior Trooper Coburn at 
304-436-2101 

 
 

McDowell County woman jailed on attempted murder charge after Christmas Eve 
stabbing 

Posted: Dec 26, 2014 10:42 AM EST 

WELCH (WVVA) -  

A woman is in jail after a Christmas Eve stabbing in McDowell County. 

Krystal Britt, 40, is charged with attempted murder and malicious wounding after she 
reportedly stabbed a man in the lower back. 

West Virginia State Police tell WVVA News that Britt and the stabbing victim were in an 
intimate relationship. 

Britt initially told police the man was injured in a home invasion. 

Police later determined she attacked and stabbed the victim and was taken into custody. 

She is currently being held in the McDowell County Jail. 

The victim was taken to a Welch area hospital and then airlifted to Charleston Area Medical 
Center. 

There is no further information on his condition at this time. 

 



Man behind bars charged with 50 counts of sexual assault 

Posted: Dec 27, 2014 6:52 PM EST 

 

PRINCETON (WVVA) - Derek Hudson of Princeton is charged with 50 counts of sexual assault 
to the second degree, abduction, domestic assault, and domestic battery.  
 
Detectives say these charges were filed after he forced a woman to have sexual intercourse with 
him every ten to fifteen minutes for four days. 
 
"We believe that drugs were involved on his part. And as far as the victim, this occurred for 
about four days and she was extremely distraught emotionally, physically and mentally," says 
Det. Cpl. S. A. Sommers. 
 
According to Det. Cpl. Sommers, Hudson confined his victim to a room in his home on Low Gap 
Road in Princeton, from December 20th until December 24th. 
 
The victim was later treated at Princeton Community Hospital. That is when The Mercer County 
Sheriff's Office was called in to investigate.  
 
Derek Hudson is being held in Southern Regional Jail on a $100,000 cash only bond 
 
 
 
 

 
4th QUARTER 
QUARTERLY REPORTS 
“EDUCATION” 
10/1/2014-12/31/2014 
 

West Virginia jails awarded $400,000 to target assaults behind bars 

Posted: Oct 02, 2014 10:46 AM EDT 

NEWS RELEASE: 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. _ West Virginia's regional jail system plans to devote a $410,522 
matching grant from the U.S. Dept. of Justice toward training staff, educating inmates and 
providing victims' services to combat sexual abuse and sexual assault. 

The Regional Jail and Correctional Facility Authority successfully applied for funds offered 
to help states implement the U.S. Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA). The grant program 
supports demonstration projects that establish a “zero tolerance” culture for sexual assault in 
correctional facilities. 

The two-year matching grant will allow West Virginia to develop zero tolerance pilot 
programs at four regional jails: Eastern (Berkeley County); Southern (Raleigh); Tygart 



Valley (Barbour); and Western (Cabell). The programs will eventually be expanded to other 
regional jails statewide, Regional Jail Executive Director Joe DeLong said. 

The funding will help each pilot program train staff, review and revise existing policies, 
educate inmates, develop partnerships with community-based entities to provide victim 
counseling services and enhance the jails' existing medical and support services to assist 
incarcerated victims. 

“This is just another step in a series of efforts not only to gain 100 percent compliance with 
the Prison Rape Elimination Act, but also to make sure we're doing everything in our power 
to make jails a safe place for inmates and staff,” DeLong said. 

West Virginia's regional jails have already begun targeting sexual assaults by installing 
PREA hotlines in every section, establishing a unit specifically to investigate PREA 
allegations, and assigning that duty as well to the recently formed internal affairs division. 

“West Virginia is committed to carrying out the provisions of the Prison Rape Elimination 
Act, and the successful pursuit of this grant funding reflects that commitment,” said Cabinet 
Secretary Joseph Thornton of the W.Va. Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety. “I 
commend Executive Director DeLong and his team for securing the grant and for their other 
initiatives meant to further the goals of PREA.” 

Less than half of W.Va. schools meet state goals 

Posted: Dec 05, 2014 9:17 PM EST 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Data released under an education accountability system shows 
less than half of West Virginia public schools are meeting goals for both student learning and 
improvement. 
 
The state Department of Education released the 2013-14 data Friday. Schools were evaluated by 
proficiency tests, student growth measures, achievement gap calculations and factors such as 
attendance and graduation rates. 
 
The report says 119 of 650 schools met both the learning and growth performance goals for all 
students, while 180 schools met one of the goals. The department says considerably more 
schools didn't meet their targets because the goals had increased from the previous year. 
 
The system puts each school in one of six categories. Starting next year, the state will establish 
an A-to-F grading system like those on report cards. 

Giles Co. to get federal funding for preschool expansion 

Posted: Dec 10, 2014 10:59 AM EST 

RICHMOND – Governor Terry McAuliffe announced today that Virginia has been awarded a 
$17.5 million federal Preschool Expansion Grant that will allow the Commonwealth to serve as 
many as 1,600 additional at-risk four-year-olds in new, high-quality preschool classes. In 



addition, the grant will fund enhanced services to approximately 1,400 children in existing pre-
kindergarten classrooms. 

“Expanding preschool is essential to ensure that all Virginians — regardless of income or 
background — acquire the education and skills they'll need to participate and succeed in the new 
Virginia economy of the 21st century,” Governor McAuliffe said. “This grant is a big win for the 
children of the Commonwealth.” 

The grant from the U.S. Department of Education will support expansion and improvement of 
the Virginia Preschool Initiative (VPI) in 11 high-needs school divisions beginning in the 2015-
2016 school year. VPI is a state-funded program that currently supports quality preschool 
programs for approximately 18,000 at-risk four-year-olds. 

In addition to providing high-quality preschool experiences and activities, the selected divisions 
will offer focused outreach to families and communities, as well as individualized support for 
children with unique learning needs, including students with disabilities, English-language 
learners and children from military families. This combination of instruction, outreach and 
support will be known as VPI Plus. 

The participating divisions are as follows: 

·  Brunswick County 

· Chesterfield County 

· Fairfax County 

· Giles County 

· Henrico County 

· Norfolk 

· Petersburg 

· Prince William County 

· Richmond 

· Sussex County 

· Winchester 

The divisions were selected based on the following indicators of need: poverty, number of Title I 
schools, percentage of children entering kindergarten below the state's literacy readiness 
benchmark and the number of unserved at-risk four-year-olds. Together, the divisions have 
committed to establishing 88 VPI Plus classrooms and improving services for children in 94 
existing preschool classes. 

"This exciting Preschool Expansion Grant is proof that Virginia's dedication to early childhood 
education is recognized nationwide,” Secretary of Education Anne Holton said. “Access to high-



quality early childhood education is a determining factor in future success, especially for at-risk 
young people.” 

“Kindergarten readiness is the critical first step toward college and career readiness,” 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Steven R. Staples said. “Children who enter kindergarten 
with a solid foundation for learning are more likely to read on grade level by third grade and 
keep pace with their peers.” 

"This new grant will enable the Commonwealth to expand access to high-quality preschool, 
which is an essential foundation for any student's academic success," said Lieutenant Governor 
Ralph Northam. "This is an exciting opportunity for Virginia, and the Commonwealth Council 
on Childhood Success looks forward to supporting the program." 

The grant also will fund a state-level effort — led by the Center for Advanced Study of Teaching 
and Learning at the University of Virginia (UVA) — to improve preparation and professional 
development for preschool teachers and administrators. 

The Virginia Early Childhood Foundation (VECF) led the commonwealth's grant application 
effort. Virginia is one of 18 states to receive either a preschool expansion or preschool 
development grant. 

The awards were announced by President Obama during today's White House Summit on Early 
Education as part of more than $1 billion in new federal and private-sector investments in early 
childhood education. The awards are first-year grants with the potential of continued funding for 
three additional years. 

Governor McAuliffe thanked U.S. Senators Mark Warner and Tim Kaine, and U.S. 
Representatives Robert “Bobby” Scott, James Moran and Gerald Connolly for their hard work in 
support of the successful grant application. 

The Virginia Department of Education will lead the implementation of the Commonwealth's 
Preschool Expansion Grant, in partnership with the Virginia Department of Social Services, the 
Virginia Department of Health, UVA and VECF 

 

 

4th QUARTER 
QUARTERLY REPORTS 
 “Government-Politics” 
10-01-2014 through 12-31-2014 
 

Veterans clinic in Greenbrier County shuts down again 

Posted: Oct 10, 2014 12:47 PM EDT 

GREENBRIER COUNTY (WVVA) The VA outpatient clinic in Greenbrier County is 
having to shut its doors once again. 



According to a news release, services at the clinic were relocated to the Beckley VA Medical 
Center in June after employees complained of headaches, dizziness, and a burning sensation 
to the eyes. At the time, air quality testing resulted in no significant findings. However, 
administrators followed recommendations from specialists to improve air quality. 

When the clinic reopened on September 22 the staff started experiencing the same or similar 
symptoms as before. WVVA is being told additional testing will be conducted. 

Veterans who are normally seen at the Greenbrier clinic are being referred to the Beckley 
VA Medical Center. 

DECISION 2014: debate between Natalie Tennant and Shelley Moore Capito 

 Posted: Oct 10, 2014 12:21 PM EDT 

(WVVA) U.S. Rep. Shelley Moore Capiito (R) squares off against WV Secretary of State 
Natalie Tennant in a senatorial debate held on Tuesday October 7.  

The two political heavyweights are vying for the Senate seat currently held by outgoing Sen. 
Jay Rockefeller (D).  

The video may not be available on our mobile site.  

DECISION 2014: debate between Nick Rahall and Evan Jenkins 

Posted: Oct 15, 2014 6:32 PM EDT 

HUNTINGTON, WV (WVVA) It is a very close race for West Virginia's Third Congressional 

District. Rep. Nick Rahall (D) faced off against Republican challenger Evan Jenkins Tuesday 

night in Huntington, WV. 

NICK RAHALL FOR CONGRESS OFFICIAL SITE 

It was the first and only debate between the two candidates before the General Election on 

November 4. Rahall is a 19-term incumbent while Jenkins is a current West Virginia State 

Senator. 

EVAN JENKINS FOR CONGRESS OFFICIAL SITE 

Two of the biggest issues discussed during the debate were the coal industry and the Obama 

Administration 

TCPS seeks input on School Board Budget 

Posted: Oct 22, 2014 10:47 PM EDT 

Tazewell County Public Schools and the Tazewell County School Board seek budget input 

regarding the 2015-2016 School Board Budget.  

 



This year, the district will offer a chance for employees, students, and community members, two 

different areas in which to give suggestions on ideas for the next budget. The first is on the 

district website, on the main page there is a link that will prompt the question for suggestions for 

items to be considered for the budget. This is anonymous and will be submitted and held until the 

cut-off date on December 12, 2014 at 4:00 p.m.  

 

For members of the community or others that do not have access to the internet, each Tazewell 

County Public School will have on hand, in their offices, forms with the same question allowing 

input to be given on the budget. Those forms will be submitted to Central Office after the cut-off 

date.  

 

Suggestions are sought for areas including instruction, maintenance, transportation, food services 

and any other area.  

 

Both methods for input are available now online and in the schools. The cut-off date for 

submission is December 12, 2014 at 4:00 p.m.  

 

The form online can be found at http://www.tazewell.k12.va.us on the main page and click the 

link.  

 

WV PSC to hold public hearings on electricity rates in Fayette, McDowell, and Mercer 

counties 

 Posted: Nov 03, 2014 8:47 AM EST 

NEWS RELEASE: 

AEP has requested a $226 million or approximately 17 percent, increase of rates and charges 
for their West Virginia customers. It has also requested a revision of its depreciation rates.  

The Commission has set an evidentiary hearing in these matters for January 13 - 16, 2015, in 
Charleston. 
 
The Public Service Commission has scheduled ten public comment hearings in the pending 
Appalachian Power Company and Wheeling Power Company, together American Electric 
Power (AEP) Rate Case. Those hearings will be held: 
 
November 5, 2014, 1:00 pm, Bradshaw Community Center, Bradshaw 
 
November 5, 2014, 6:00 pm, Bradshaw Community Center, Bradshaw 
 



November 6, 2014, 1:00 pm, Mercer County Courthouse, Princeton 
 
November 6, 2014, 6:00 pm, Mercer County Courthouse, Princeton 
 
November 13, 2014, 1:00 pm, Cabell County Courthouse, Huntington 
 
November 13, 2014, 6:00 pm, Cabell County Courthouse, Huntington 
 
November 20, 2014, 1:00 pm, Ohio County Courthouse, City-County Complex, Wheeling 
 
November 20, 2014, 6:00 pm, Ohio County Courthouse, City-County Complex, Wheeling 
 
January 12, 2015, 1:00 pm, PSC Office, 201 Brooks Street, Charleston 
 
January 12, 2015, 6:00 pm, PSC Office, 201 Brooks Street, Charleston 

AEP serves approximately 476,600 customers in Boone, Cabell, Clay, Fayette, Greenbrier, 
Jackson, Kanawha, Lincoln, Logan, Marshall, Mason, McDowell, Mercer, Mingo, Monroe, 
Nicholas, Ohio, Putnam, Raleigh, Roane, Summers, Wayne, and Wyoming Counties. 

School levy in Mercer County passes 

Posted: Nov 04, 2014 11:26 PM EST 

WVVA) Voters in Mercer County approve the school levy by a 64 percent to 36 percent margin.  

According to School Superintendent Deborah Akers, the levy supports textbooks, technology, 

classroom supplies, extracurricular activities, transportation and school safety. 

People opposed to the levy claimed voting against it will decrease property taxes by 40 percent, 

but West Virginia Education Association President Dale Lee says he believes that number was 

exaggerated. 

PEIA to hike rates 

Posted: Nov 12, 2014 5:19 PM EST 

Beckley (WVVA) The Public Employees Insurance Agency (PEIA) is touring the state with a 

proposal to cut $40 million in health care benefits.  

 

The agency is responsible for covering more than 210-thousand West Virginia public workers.  

 

The cuts would take effect in July of 2015 for public workers and January of 2016 for retirees.  

Earlier this week, PEIA released the following public hearing schedule: 
 
Registration for the 6 p.m. hearings below starts at 5 p.m. You must register to speak. If you can't 



attend a hearing, you may provide input by completing the Plan Year 2016 Survey. 
 
Monday, Nov. 10, 2014 – Beckley 
Tamarack – Ballroom A 
One Tamarack Park, Beckley, WV 
 
Thursday, Nov. 13, 2014 – Huntington 
Marshall Medical School – Harless Auditorium 
1600 Medical Center Drive, Huntington, WV 
 
Monday, Nov. 17, 2014 – Martinsburg 
Holiday Inn – Foxcroft Ballroom 
301 Foxcroft Avenue, Martinsburg, WV 
 
Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2014 – Morgantown 
Ramada Inn – Grand Ballroom 
20 Scott Avenue, Morgantown, WV 
 
Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2014 – Wheeling 
WV Northern Community College – Auditorium 
1704 Market Street, Wheeling, WV 
 
Thursday, Nov. 20, 2014 – Charleston 
Charleston Civic Center – Little Theater 
200 Civic Center Drive, Charleston, WV 

 

Posted: Nov 13, 2014 5:06 PM EST 

Slug: Don Blankenship 
 
Washington, D.C. – U.S. Senator Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) today issued the following statement 
after a federal grand jury indicted former Massey Energy chief executive, Don Blankenship with 
criminal charges related to the Upper Big Branch Mine disaster: 

“I've always had complete faith that justice would be served and Don Blankenship's indictment 
today is a first step in providing some peace to the families of the Upper Big Branch miners who 
lost their lives.” 

Posted: Nov 13, 2014 6:37 PM EST  

Sen. Jay Rockefeller releases statement on indictment on Don Blankenship 

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Senator Jay Rockefeller today released the following statement: 

“For more than four years, Upper Big Branch families have cried out for justice for their loved 
ones lost in that horrific tragedy. Today's indictment of former Massey Energy CEO Don 
Blankenship is another step toward justice. But let me be clear: in my view, Don Blankenship, 



and the mines he once operated, treated miners and their safety with callousness and open 
disregard. As he goes to trial, he will be treated far fairer and with more dignity than he ever 
treated the miners he employed. And, frankly, it's more than he deserves.” 

 

W.Va. revising tax forms to reflect gay marriage 

Posted: Nov 13, 2014 9:05 PM EST  
By:Courtney Clark 

Slug: Gay Marriage 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia is updating its tax forms to reflect court rulings 
overturning the state's ban on same-sex marriage. 
 
A recent administrative notice filed by the state Tax Department says gender will no longer be 
considered when married couples' personal income tax filings are processed. 

Tax Department spokeswoman Lalena Price tells The Charleston Daily Mail that the agency is 
updating language used in all of its materials, including forms and brochures, to remove terms 
such as "husband" and "wife." 

On Oct. 6, the U.S. Supreme Court declined to review a 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruling 
that struck down Virginia's same-sex marriage ban. A month later, a federal judge in West 
Virginia declared the Mountain State's ban unconstitutional. 

W.Va. highway safety program receives funds 

 Posted: Nov 14, 2014 5:29 PM EST 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia highway safety programs have received a 

financial boost from the federal government. 

 

U.S. Sens. Joe Manchin and Jay Rockefeller have announced more than $343,000 in federal 

funding for programs in the West Virginia Governor's Highway Safety Office. 

 

They say the funding will be used to help improve driver behavior and performance, and to 

reduce deaths and injuries from motor vehicle-related crashes. 

 

The U.S. Department of Transportation's National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

granted the funding through the State and Community Highway Safety Grant Program. 

 

Sen. Manchin releases statement after President Obama signs climate agreement with 
China 



Posted: Nov 13, 2014 10:42 AM EST 

(WVVA) Senator Joe Manchin has concerns after President Barack Obama and Chinese 

President Xi Jinping sign an agreement to cut down on greenhouse gas emissions over the next 

two decades. 

 

The deal would cut U.S. carbon emissions (2005 levels) by almost 30 percent before 2025. 

China would peak its carbon emissions by 2030 and would revamp its energy policy to make 

clean energy (zero-carbon emissions) one-fifth of the country's total energy portfolio. 

 

“I look forward to reviewing the details of the climate agreement between President Obama 

and Chinese leaders and assessing what the true implications will be on the front lines here at 

home. As I've said many times before, there is no question that 7 billion people have an impact 

on our climate. I am encouraged that the Chinese are willing to come to the table and that the 

Administration has recognized the importance of investing in research for clean fossil fuel 

technology. That being said, we cannot enter into an agreement that asks little of the Chinese, 

while simultaneously promising more than we can achieve domestically with our current 

technology," says Senator Joe Manchin. 

 

SCIENTISTS: U.S.-CHINA PACT WON'T SLOW WARMING MUCH 

http://www.wvva.com/story/27361051/scientists-us-china-pact-wont-slow-warming-much 

 

The historic climate change deal between President Obama and President Xi Jinping took 

place in Beijing Wednesday at the Asia-Pacific Economic Corporation Summit. Manchin isn't 

the only lawmaker in Washington who has concerns over the climate pact with China. White 

House officials say the Republican senators and "climate deniers" may try and stop the 

initiative.  

Activists fight for anti-discrimination ordinance 

Posted: Dec 08, 2014 5:48 PM EST 

 

 

Beckley (WVVA) Gay rights activists are gearing up for a heated debate in Beckley on Tuesday 
night.They're fighting for a city ordinance that would provide protection for the Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, and Transgender Community (LGBT).  

According to gay rights activist Eric Williams, the ordinance would specifically prevent housing 
and employment discrimination.  
 
"I never intended to come out at work. It was none of anybody's business. But a bunch of nurses 
decided to go on the gay personal ads to find out who is gay in Beckley. What happened was my 



supervisor came in and said, you know we can fire you for being gay," said Williams.  
 
According to lawyer Robert Dunlap, it's a protection that does not exist.  
 
Dunlap said the ordinance has been held up on the city council's Human Rights Commission for 
more than a year. "We live in a world where we have individuals who go to work and are 
terrified that somebody's going to ask the question, who are they really with. Because, if they're 
truthful, what happens is their job is gone. And in Beckley, that's okay."  

While some say more protections are needed, others on the city council argue they already exist. 
Councilman-at-Large Tim Berry said he is open to learning more about the proposal, but 
believes these rights are already protected under federal law.  
 
"As a real estate broker, I work with the Fair Housing Act everyday. Sexual Orientation is a 
protected class," added Berry. 
 
The City Council meeting is expected to start at 7:30p.m. on Tuesday. Anyone is welcome to attend.  

 

 

New ordinance prohibits drug paraphernalia in Princeton, WV 

Posted: Dec 09, 2014 6:20 PM EST 

PRINCETON, WV (WVVA)The possession and use of controlled substances has always been 
illegal in West Virginia. Now the city of Princeton is cracking down on something else. 

"If the instrument that they are using has a trace of a controlled substance in it, an illegal 
controlled substance, then that item becomes drug paraphernalia and is against the law at that 
time," says Princeton Police Chief John Howell. 

Chief Howell is one community member who urged the city council to pass the ordinance to ban 
paraphernalia. 

"This way our officers can get that off the street, be able to charge somebody with it and maybe 
that will prevent them from doing it again," says Howell. 

Even though the new ordinance does not apply to electronic cigarettes, Tony Colosi, co-owner of 
the Sly Fox Vape Shoppe in Princeton, says the e-cigs are very similar to electronic pipes that are 
included. 

"I'm a little scared of the public perception having electronic pipes listed in the ordinance. They 
might not try to use a product that could help them get off cigarettes," says Colosi. 

Chief Howell told WVVA that the Princeton police department will team up with Colosi to learn 
the difference of electronic pipes and e-cigs in hopes of fixing the problem. 



The new ordinance does not ban traditional tobacco products. However Chief Howell says that if 
those are abused for the use of illegal drugs, then they are also considered illegal. Chief Howell 
hopes that the ordinance will be in full effect beginning January 1, 2015. 

According to the ordinance “‘paraphernalia' shall be defined as any legitimate equipment, 
product, or material that is modified for making, using or concealing illegal drugs such as 
cocaine, cocaine based derivative, heroin, marijuana, and methamphetamine and includes certain 
pipes, smoking masks, bongs, cocaine freebase kits, marijuana grow kits, roach clips, and items 
such as hollowed out cosmetic cases or fake pagers used to conceal illegal drugs and dealer-
specific products used for preparing illegal drugs for distribution at the street level such as scales, 
vials, and baggies but is not limited to, the following: 

1) metal, wooden, acrylic, glass, stone, plastic or ceramic pipes with or without screens, 
permanent screens, hashish heads, any container with drug residue (ex. dinner plates, spoons), or 
punctured metal bowls; 

2) Water pipes; 

3) Carburetor tubes and devices; 

4) Smoking and carburetion masks; 

5) Roach clips, meaning objects used to hold burning material, such as a marijuana cigarette, that 
has become too small or too short to be held in the hand; 

6) Chambers pipes; 

7) Carburetor pipes; 

8) Electric pipes; 

9) Air-driven pipes; 

10) Chillums; 

11) Bongs; 

12) Ice pipes or chillers; 

13) Miniature cocaine spoons, and cocaine vials, and 

14) Needles without prescriptions.” 

More than a hundred people turn out to debate LGBT ordinance in Beckley 

Posted: Dec 09, 2014 10:03 PM EST 

 

BECKLEY (WVVA) -  

More than a hundred people turned out to debate an anti-discrimination ordinance at Beckley's 
City Council meeting Tuesday night.  



Representatives from area churches arrived as early as 3p.m. to reserve a seat at the meeting, 
leaving almost fifty more to wait outside.  

At issue is a proposed ordinance that gay rights activists say would provide protection for the 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) community with respect to housing and 
employment discrimination.While some said the ordinance is a necessary protection, others 
argued it opens the door to lawsuits for area churches and property owners that oppose same-sex 
marriage.  
 
"In the 1960s, everybody thought drugs was the way to go and people just needed to relax, and 
get up with the times. And I don't think that just because things that are culturally acceptable 
have changed over the years that we need to deviate and change all of the standards from what 
the country and everything was founded upon," said Brandon Hawley, a pastor at I-Heart 
Church.  
 
Lawyer Robert Dunlap was among the dozens of people who turned out and was denied entrance 
due to capacity limits in chamber halls. 
 
"There was obviously a very coordinated effort by several faith based organizations. That's their 
constitutional right and I'm thrilled to see them out here. But while they were in there, I got 
together with some of the Christian brethren outside, educating them about what this ordinance 
would really do. And that it's only about employment discrimination and housing discrimination, 
debunking a lot of the bad information they got," said Dunlap.  
 
After the meeting, WVVA spoke with Councilman Tim Berry. He said he does not expect the 
ordinance to come up for a vote and maintains the protections are already in place under federal 
law. 

 

VA Governor wants to limit handgun purchases 

Posted: Dec 15, 2014 4:16 PM EST 

RICHMOND, VA (AP) - Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe is pushing for new regulations on 
gun ownership. 

The governor introduced a package of gun control measures in Arlington Monday that he 
said were necessary to keep Virginians safe. Among the legislation he will pursue during the 
2015 legislation session is a bill that would limit handgun purchases to one a month. Another 
bill would prohibit people subject to protective orders from possessing firearms. 

Former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, a gun control advocate, was a major 
donor to McAuliffe's 2013 gubernatorial campaign. 

The measures will likely face strong opposition in the GOP-controlled General Assembly. A 
spokesman for House Speaker William J. Howell said the governor's announcement was 
"disappointing." 



IRS head says budget cuts could delay tax refunds 

Posted: Dec 18, 2014 4:35 PM EST 

WASHINGTON (AP) - IRS Commissioner John Koskinen says budget cuts just enacted by 
Congress could delay tax refunds next year. 

At a news conference Thursday, Koskinen said taxpayer services will be hurt, and fewer 
agents will be auditing returns. He said about half the people who call the agency for 
assistance won't be able to get through to a person. 

Congress cut the IRS budget by $346 million for the budget year that ends in September 
2015. The $10.9 billion budget is $1.2 billion less than the agency received in 2010. 

The cuts come as the IRS is starting to play a bigger role in implementing President Barack 
Obama's health law. For the first time, taxpayers will have to report on their tax returns 
whether they have health insurance. 

 

199 citation issued during impact inspections at U.S. coal mines 

Posted: Dec 29, 2014 2:48 PM EST 

 

ARLINGTON, VA. (AP) -- Federal regulators issued 199 citations during impact inspections of 
U.S. mines in November. 

The U.S. Mine Safety and Health Administration conducted the inspections at 10 coal mines and 
six metal and nonmetal mines. 

The agency said Monday in a news release that it ordered the shutdown of belt lines at Regent 
Allied Carbon Energy's No. 2 mine in Wise County, Virginia, and issued 28 citations, along with 
seven orders. Federal inspectors found accumulations of combustible coal, coal dust and coal 
fines in violation of the mine's ventilation plan. 

The agency says the mine also lacked adequate fire and dust suppression. 

The impact inspections began in 2010 after the Upper Big Branch mine explosion in West 
Virginia killed 29 miners 

 
 
 

4th Quarter 
Quarterly Reports 
“Family Issues” 
10/1/2014-12/31/2014 

20 Days of Giving 

Posted: Nov 07, 2014 12:23 PM EST 



WVVA- Most of us have a lot to be thankful for this season, but some of our neighbors 
struggle to provide a basic need-food. 
 
WVVA's 20 Days of Giving campaign is a chance for you to help out struggling families in 
your community. Just drop off an non-perishable food donations at the following Grants 
Supermarket locations and Save-A-Lot stores. Gift bags full of groceries will be made 
available at the stores. 
 
Grants Supermarket locations 
 
-Bluefield WV 

315 Bluefield Ave 

Bluefield WV 

304-325-8945 

Mon – Sat 8 – 8 

Sun 10 – 6 

-Princeton/ Main Street 

314 East Main St 

Princeton WV 

304-425-5700 

Mon – Sat 8 – 9 

Sun 9 – 9 

-Princeton/ Athens Crossroads  

Athens Crossroads 

Princeton WV 

304-425-5887 

Mon – Sun 8 – 9 

-Green Valley 

Old Bluefield-Princeton Road 

Green Valley WV 

304-325-6224 

Mon Sat 8 – 9 



Sun 9 – 9 

-Glenwood 

3669 New Hope Rd 

Princeton WV 

304-425-6081 

Mon – Sat 8 – 9 

Sun 9 – 9 

 

Family in Need Contest 

Posted: Nov 14, 2014 6:46 PM EST 

WVVA is teaming up with Grant's Supermarkets and Aaron's during the holidays to help 
give some local families in need a special treat. 
 
If you know of a struggling family you would like for us to consider, send a letter to: 
 
WVVA 
 
C/O Family in Need 
 
3052 Big Laurel Highway 
 
Bluefield, WV 24701 
 
The letter must "explain why the family deserves to win" in 100 words or less It also needs to 
include the name, address, and phone number (email where applicable) of the deserving 
family. The letters must be received no later than December 5. The winners will be 
announced on WVVA News at 6 during the week of December 15-19. 
 
1st place: $500 Grants Gift Card and Choice of Stove or Refrigerator from Aaron's 
 
2nd place: $200 Grants Gift Card and $100 Gift Card from Aaron's* 
 
3rd place: $100 Grants Gift Card and $100 Gift Card from Aaron's* 
 
4th place: $100 Grants Gift Card and $100 Gift Card from Aaron's* 
 
5th place: $100 Grants Gift Card and $100 Gift Card from Aaron's* 



 
*Aaron's gift card can be redeemed on any new agreement for $50 off first and last payments 

Posted: Dec 05, 2014 1:05 PM EST 

SUMMERS COUNTY (WVVA) A home near Hinton, WV is destroyed after a fire Friday 
morning. 

The fire started around 10:30 a.m. at a residence on New River Road.  

A woman inside the home says she heard the smoke detector alarm and ran into the living room. 
She tried to extinguish the flames, but says the fire grow too fast. She says some items in the 
home were able to be saved. 

No one was injured. Firefighters from several agencies responded to the fire. 

 

Family members hospitalized after house fire 

Posted: Dec 08, 2014 12:47 AM EST 

BECKLEY (WVVA) -  

A family was home right before their home goes up in flames. 

Just before 8 a.m. on Sunday, Beckley Fire Department responded to a house fire on 9th 
Street. 

The residents were able to make it out, but two of them went to local hospitals for treatment 
for smoke inhalation. 

Lt. Ernie Parsons with Beckley Fire Department says at this time no foul play is suspected in 
the fire, but the home did receive significant damage. 

"There are minor structure damage but mainly interior surface of walls and content of 
building," he told WVVA. 

Parsons says they will continue their investigation and it could take some time to find out the 
cause of the fire. 

 

Three weeks of giving at GVMC 

Posted: Dec 10, 2014 6:14 PM EST 

RONCEVERTE, WV (WVVA) -  



Employees at a local hospital are celebrating the season of giving by donating to multiple 
charities. 

Three weeks of giving is going on now at the Greenbrier Valley Medical Center. 

Last week, the employees raised money for the Family Refuge Center. Thursday they are 
presenting the center a check for over $600. 

This week, the employees are collecting food and money for local food pantries. 

And next week the staff will be raising money for Penny Pitch. 

They are also a collector for Toys for Tots. 

You too can help the employees with their initiatives. They'll be collecting food and toys through 
Friday. 

 

W.Va. judge orders coal operator to replace water 

Posted: Dec 10, 2014 8:51 PM EST 

PINEVILLE, W.Va. (AP) -- A Wyoming County judge has ordered a coal operator to replace 

the water supplies of residents living near one of its mines. 

Circuit Judge Warren McGraw granted an injunction sought by more than a dozen residents 

living near Mechel Bluestone's Dynamic Energy Inc. mining complex. The residents alleged 

that their water supplies were damaged by the mining operations. 

McGraw's ruling says water test results submitted by the plaintiffs showed high levels of 

arsenic, aluminum, lead, iron and other pollutants. 

The ruling says the company had agreed as part of its state permit to replace the water of 

surrounding homes if its operations damaged the quality or quantity of local wells. 

McGraw issued his ruling earlier this month. 

 

Minimum wage set to increase in West Virginia 

Posted: Dec 15, 2014 5:29 PM EST 

WVVA) Some workers in West Virginia may soon see an increase in their paychecks.  

 

In April, Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin signed a bill raising the minimum wage from $7.25 per hour to 

$8 in 2015, and another 75 cents in 2016.  

 

The first hike will take effect on January 1, 2015.  

 



In April, West Virginia became the latest in more than a dozen states to raise the floor on the 

minimum wage. "I think it's a good idea. They should have done this a long time ago," said Bill 

Daniel in Beckley.  

 

Pat Rucker is one of many who are looking forward to the increase. "Prices are going up. People 

need to be able to go out and buy their groceries and feed their kids and be comfortable." 

 

While some say the hike is necessary, others argue raising the floor may lead to lost jobs and 

higher prices.  

 

Preston Reeves owns three Dickey's BBQ restaurants in Beckley and Sophia. He pays his 

workers above minimum wage, but worries the hike will lower the purchasing power of his 

customers. "They think they're going to be making more money, that it will give them more 

expendable income, when in the future, it's really not."  

 

At the end of the day, Beau Broyles, co-owner of Calvin Broyles Jewelry, said it's not about 

investing in products, but people. "The most important part of our business success has been our 

employees. It's not the jewelry or the marketing, it's the everyday work of our employees...that's 

what makes our business. 

 

 

4th Quarter 
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Alpha Natural Resources settles environmental lawsuits 

Posted: Dec 19, 2014 4:20 PM EST 

BRISTOL, VA – Alpha Natural Resources, Inc. (NYSE: ANR) affiliated mining operations 
in West Virginia announce the settlement of three selenium discharge suits brought by four 
environmental organizations. Selenium is a naturally occurring element that can be released 
into streams as a byproduct of some common earth moving activities, including surface 
mining. The lawsuits involved mining permits at certain Aracoma, Bandmill, Highland, 
Kanawha Energy, Marfork, Alex Energy and Independence mines. 

As part of the settlement, the Alpha-affiliated mining operations will pay a civil penalty of 
$350,000. The agreed upon compliance dates are largely consistent with existing permits or 
permit renewal proposals for these mining operations. By resolving all pending Clean Water 



Act lawsuits, these mining operations are able to move forward with implementing proven 
technology in their existing compliance plans rather than focusing on litigation 

 


