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Quarterly Listing of Problems and Needs 

 

 
1. BUSINESS:  Need for jobs; tourism; industry; downtown revitalization; 

compensation; availability of liability insurance; more regional cooperation. 

2. PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH AND WELFARE:  Strengthening of family 

unit, support for single parent families; child abuse; spouse abuse; sexual 

abuse; religion; need for resources for elderly; transportation and housing for 

poor and elderly; more problems for the elderly; needs for disadvantaged; 

nurses, doctors, and dentists; problems of alcohol and drug abuse; racial 

problems; lack of opportunities for blacks; charities. 

3. EDUCATION:  Need for upgrading of system and high educational 

standards; more money and support of system; education for non-traditional 

students; post-graduate educational opportunities; retaining and acquisition 

of new job skills; adaptation to high technology; more parental involvement. 

4. ORGANIZATIONS OF AND FOR YOUTH:  Problems of juvenile 

delinquency; lack of activities; drug and alcohol abuse; need for more jobs; 

teenage pregnancy; letter teen center; better communications and awareness 

of services available. 

5. RECREATION:  Need for more and improved facilities; more cultural 

programs.  Community activities, more sports programs, playgrounds, etc. 

6. ELDERLY:  Services for elderly; seniors living with dignity; senior 

activities and facilities; transportation and housing for poor and elderly; 

senior nutrition. 

7. LABOR:  Lack of job opportunities; unemployment rate in WV; more 

upward mobility in jobs; job training. 

8. GOVERNMENT:  Need for adequate housing for poor and elderly; strong 

community leadership; community pride; increase/decrease population; more 

blacks in political community; long range community planning; community 

clean-ups; better enforcement of minimum housing codes; city-wide effort 

alcohol and drug abuse. 

9. ENVIRONMENT:  Problems of hazardous waste; weapons proliferation; 

nuclear energy; soil erosion; flooding; need for preservation of environment; 

conservation and recycling; pollution control. 

  10. TRANSPORTATION:  Need for better highways, including interstate,          

rail services, maintaining air service, retain bus routes, city street repairs. 

 



Locally Produced Programming 
 

 

 
 

Station WVVA-TV programs to the ascertained problems and needs through a variety of 
programming vehicles.  Being heavily community-oriented and interested in community 
problems and issues, the licensee devotes a very considerable amount of its news time to 
the coverage of significant problems, needs and issues facing the community.  WVVA-
TV has produced and broadcast the following programming material in response to the 
problems and needs of our viewing area. 

 

IN FOCUS 
 

Sunday  9:00-9:30 am (30 minutes) 
If no network programming, repeat 12:00-12:30 pm (30 minutes) 
 
In Focus is a public affairs program of WVVA TELEVISION, INC. that airs twice 
weekly.  The first telecast is on Sunday, 9:00 am, with a repeat the same Sunday at noon 
(if no network programming.)  This program provides discussion of local, state and 
national issues affecting our audience. 
 

3/30/14 
Guest: Brian Beck, Ginger Branton 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject: Appalachian Agency for Senior Citizens Representing Lead Tazewell Co 
 

4/6/14 
Guest: Angela Jones, Shannon Atwell, Joyce Tedder, Trella Coppela 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject: Case WV Head Start 
 

4/20/14 
Guest: Larry Hypes 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject: Employment in our area is lacking 
 

5/4/14 
Guest: Robert Lester 
Moderator: Greg Carter 



Subject: Musicians Bluegrass Gospel Music 
 

5/11/14 
Guest: Laura Anderson 
Moderator: Courtney Clark 
 
Subject: PCH Auxiliary 
 

5/18/14 
Guest: Kim Barnett 
Moderator: Courtney Clark 
 
Subject: JDRF Camp Knokome 

 

6/1/14 
Guest: Randy Forehand  
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject:  
Clinch Valley Physicians 
 

6/15/14  
Guest: Eric Lester 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject: Second Chance Learning Center 
 

6/22/14 
Guest: Ariel Rodriguez 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject: CVMC 

 

NEWSCHANNEL 6 
 

Monday – Friday 5:00-7:00 am (120 minutes)  
Monday – Friday  12:00- 12:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 5:00-5:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 6:00 - 6:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday—Friday  10:00-10:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 11:00-11:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Saturday – Sunday 6:00-6:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Saturday – Sunday  11:00 - 11:30 pm (30 minutes) 



 
WVVA News at 6 provides the most up-to-date information in the two Virginias with 
periodic in-depth background stories that deal with the problems and important issues of 
the communities we serve. Detail includes date telecast, length of in-depth story, number 
of specific problem or need, and topic.  In most cases, the story was aired on both the 
6:00 and 11:00 pm newscasts. 
 

April 9, 2014 
(2) 
BLUEFIELD, W. Va (WVVA)-- Many seniors have mobility problems or fixed incomes 
that prevent them from buying food regularly. Knowing this, some area students decided 
to make a way for residents at a Bluefield apartment building to keep from going hungry.  
 
Stephanie Atkins and Martha Aldridge, both seniors at Bluefield State College, opened a 
food pantry for West Virginia manor residents today. 
The "Hand In Hand Food Pantry" offers canned and boxed food to the nearly 150 Manor 
residents who may need help, due to mobility problems and low or fixed incomes.    
 
"There's times when I run out of things," said Janie Thompson, who is excited about the 
pantry. "[Sometimes] I don't have any extra money to run to the store. So I'm just looking 
forward to running down and getting things."  
 
The pantry will work in connection with the Bluefield Union Mission, which will 
continue the project alongside manor reps after the college student co-founders graduate.  
"It made me very excited for [the manor residents]," said Atkins. "It made me happy and 
all of our hard work has really been worth it in the end to see their joy and happiness."  
The group wants to add more shelves and possibly even refrigerators to keep more food 
as the project grows. 
 

April 9, 2014 
(2, 9) 
BLUEFIELD (WVVA) - Viewers are reporting many bear sightings across the Two 
Virginias. Officials tell us that is to be expected. 
"The bears start coming out of their dens in mid-March," said Colin Carpenter, a 
representative from the Department of Natural Resources. "And this time of year natural 
food abundance is at its lowest. So this is when bears become an issue." 
One resident in Bluefield, VA tells us that her neighborhood bear has a bit of a sweet 
tooth. 
"It was quite big in size right outside my daughter's bedroom window eating things out 
of our trash, specifically cupcakes, with purple icing," Stephanie McFarland explained. 
And even when her family doesn't bear witness to him, this bear makes sure they know 
he's still around. 
"I had some big huge paw prints on the on the back of my van. And it was not a cat paw 
print or anything like that." 



While bears are extremely dangerous, experts say bear attacks are extremely rare. And 
there are things you can do to prevent the grizzley intruders from coming around in the 
first place. 
"What we recommend is don't feed outside pets outside," Carpenter warned. "Put their 
trash out the morning of pickup instead of the night before. And take down bird feeders 
because birds don't need to be fed this time of year." 
If you do happen to come face to face with a bear, natural resource officers say to make a 
lot of noise like clapping and yelling. 
They should take off running. 

 
April 10, 2014 
(2) 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- You know how you buy stuff or do other business on the Internet, 
feeling that if the Web site you use says it's secure, it's cool?  
 
A new report indicates your online dealings may not have been as cool as you might have 
thought. Security researchers say millions of Internet surfers may have had their passwords, 
credit card numbers and other sensitive bits of data exposed by computer hackers.  
 
The breach -- codenamed "Heartbleed" -- may have gone undetected for more than two years 
before being discovered recently. And the breach affects the kind of encryption technology 
most of us rely on to protect online accounts for everything from email to instant messages -- 
as well as online commerce.  
 
There is now a way to close the security hole. But computer security experts suggest that's the 
electronic equivalent of locking the barn door long after the cows have escaped. 
 
Following are answers to some common questions: 
 
Q: What is Heartbleed and why is it a big deal? 
 
A: Heartbleed affects the encryption technology designed to protect online accounts for email, 
instant messaging and e-commerce. It was discovered by a team of researchers from the 
Finnish security firm Codenomicon, along with a Google Inc. researcher who was working 
separately. 
 
It's unclear whether any information has been stolen as a result of Heartbleed, but security 
experts are particularly worried about the bug because it went undetected for more than two 
years. 
 
Q: How does it work? 
 
A: Heartbleed creates an opening in SSL/TLS, an encryption technology marked by the small, 
closed padlock and "https:" on Web browsers to show that traffic is secure. The flaw makes it 
possible to snoop on Internet traffic even if the padlock is closed. Interlopers can also grab the 
keys for deciphering encrypted data without the website owners knowing the theft occurred. 
 
The problem affects only the variant of SSL/TLS known as OpenSSL, but that happens to be 
one of the most common on the Internet. 
 



Q: So if the problem has been identified, it's been fixed and I have nothing to worry about. 
Right? 
 
A: It depends on the website. A fixed version of OpenSSL has been released, but it's up to the 
individual website administrators to put it into place. 
 
Yahoo Inc., which has more than 800 million users around the world, said Tuesday that most 
of its popular services - including sports, finance and Tumblr - had been fixed, but work was 
still being done on other products that it didn't identify. 
 
Q: So what can I do to protect myself? 
 
A: Ultimately, you'll need to change your passwords, but that won't do any good until the sites 
you use adopt the fix. It's also up to the Internet services affected by the bug to let users know 
of the potential risks and encourage them to change their passwords. 
 
Q: I plan to file my income taxes online. Is that safe considering how much personal 
information is involved? 
 
A: The IRS released a statement on Wednesday saying that it's not affected by the bug or 
aware of any related security flaws. It advised taxpayers to continue filing their returns as they 
normally would in advance of the April 15 deadline. 
 
But Canada's tax agency on Wednesday temporarily cut off public access to its electronic 
filling services just three weeks before its tax deadline citing Heartbleed-related security 
concerns. 
 
The Canada Revenue Agency said it's working to restore secure access as soon as possible. 
The agency said consideration will be given to taxpayers who are unable to comply with their 
filing requirements because of the interruption. 
 
MORE: Heartbleed bug causes major online headaches 
 
------ 
Online: 
Heartbleed information site: http://heartbleed.com 
Information on Heartbleed: http://www.kb.cert.org/vuls/id/720951 
 
April 10, 2014 
(2) 
ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) -- Federal mine safety officials say the number of mining deaths in the nation 
totaled 42 in 2013, up six from the previous year. 
  
The preliminary numbers were released Thursday by the Mine Safety and Health Administration. It 
reports that the 20 coal mining deaths last year were unchanged from 2012, but deaths at other mining 
operations were up by six, to 22. 
 
The 2013 deaths were driven by 15 mining fatalities in the fourth quarter of the year. The overall injury 
rate dipped to a historic low. 
 
The agency says mining death and injury rates have been on a downward trend. Record lows in both 
categories were marked in 2011, and dipped further in 2012. 



 
Inspectors issued 118,759 citations and orders in 2013, a 15 percent dip. 
 
April 11, 2014 
(2) 
BISHOP, Va (WVVA)-- A house is destroyed overnight in Tazewell County 
 
Dispatchers say a fire broke out on Church House Hollow Road in Bishop just after 11:30 PM 
Thursday.  
Neighbors say the owner was not home when the fire started, and that the house is a total 
loss.  
Bishop and Baptist Valley Fire departments were on-scene as well as Jeffersonville Rescue. 
 
April 12, 2014 
BECKLEY (WVVA) -- One person is injured after a late night argument. 
 
Few details are being released, but WVVA has learned a person was stabbed on Circleview 
Drive in Beckley late Friday evening. 
 
The extent of the victims injuries are unknown. It is also unknown if anyone is in custody. 
 
The Raleigh County Sheriff's Office is handling the investigation. 
 
April 14, 2014 
(3) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia's public schools will get free computer operating 
system upgrades for five years under a new agreement with Microsoft. 

The Charleston Daily Mail reports that schools will enter the agreement with Microsoft on July 
1. 
 
Under the agreement, schools can upgrade their computers' operating systems without cost if 
the hardware can handle the upgrade. 
 
Many school computers still use the 12-year-old Windows XP system. Microsoft ended 
support for Windows XP last week. The company said it will continue to provide anti-malware 
related updates through July 14, 2015. 
 
Department of Education chief technology officer Sterling Beane says he hopes the 
department's security safeguards and Microsoft's security updates will provide sufficient 
protection until schools complete upgrading to newer systems. 
 
April 14, 2014 
(9) 
WVVA (Bluefield, WV) – Yes, snow is back in the forecast. Yes, we know it’s April. 
 
A strong cold front will bring periods of rain to the Two Virginias through Tuesday morning. 
Rain may be heavy at times and accompanied by thunder and occasional gusty winds. Many 
will see rain totals of a half inch to an inch by early Tuesday afternoon, which may cause 
minor flooding in poor drainage or low-lying areas. 
 
Check the latest Weather Alerts 



 
The cold front will move through the area Tuesday morning and be followed by a significant 
temperature drop through the day. Temperatures for many will begin in the 50s Tuesday 
morning and drop into the 30s by the afternoon. Rain showers will begin mixing with and 
changing to snow showers as the colder air arrives. 
 
Track the storm with Interactive Radar 
 
Snow will be wet and likely melt as it hits roadways, but may stick to the grass and cars. Little 
to no accumulation is expected for most, but across hill tops above 3000 ft, a half inch to an 
inch of wet snow is possible, however unlikely. 
 
Low pressure will be moving to our northeast Tuesday evening and simultaneously strong high 
pressure will be speeding in. This transition will begin to dry us out in the evening, bringing an 
end to snow showers and it will increase winds. Northwest winds may occasionally gust to 40-
50mph Tuesday night, especially across ridge tops. This may cause spotty power outages. 
 
As drier air rushes in, skies will clear Tuesday night into Wednesday morning and 
temperatures will drop into the 20s. Black ice is a possibility during this time. Wind chills 
Wednesday morning may dip into the teens, so make sure you have a good winter coat for the 
trip to work and school. 
 
Winds lighten and the sun returns Wednesday, helping temperatures rise back to the 50s. 
However, frosty mornings are looking likely Thursday for most and Friday for some. 
 
April 15, 2014 
(2) 
OAKVALE (WVVA) - One rooster is fighting for its life and Animal Control is in the process of 
seizing more than 100 other roosters from the cockfighting investigation out of Mercer County. 

While the owners of the roosters were only cited with a misdemeanor, they are getting all of 
their 128 roosters taken away. 

Animal Control officer Tracy Monninger tells WVVA that most residences will only have one to 
two roosters. This many throws up a red flag. 

More than half of the birds are being taken from the home in Oakvale on Tuesday evening. 
The other half will be confiscated on Wednesday. 

Investigators responded Saturday night to tips of cockfighting where they found wounded birds 
that had just been in a fight. Those six birds were confiscated, two are seriously injured. 

Mercer County Animal Shelter is seriously worried about one of the heavily wounded birds. 

The owner of the property, Stacy Brown, 43, and his brother, Gilbert Brown, 45, have been 
cited for cockfighting. 

Animal Control says young children were present. 



Monninger described how gruesome this sport is, “Sometimes they have razors attached, 
spears, sometimes things that even look like ice picks. And they fight to the death; one or 
both. And they end up with punctured lungs, broken bones.” 

One of the state police troopers who was on scene says this problem is likely much more 
prevalent than people and even police are aware of. 

“This is the first incident we've had to respond to, but I know that this has been going on for 
years and it's probably more common than what is reported.” 

Mercer County Animal Shelter is housing the roosters, but because they are unequipped for all 
the birds, the pens are being built as they go. 

They really need your help, specifically if you can donate chicken feed, coops, wire, hay or 
even just your time. 

You can drop off in person at 961 Shelter Rd, Princeton, WV 24740, or give them a call at 
(304) 425-2838 
 
April 17, 2014 
(2) 
BECKLEY (NEWS RELEASE) – Tina Marie Richmond, age 41, of Beckley, West Virginia was 
sentenced to 14 months in federal prison for obtaining oxycodone by fraud, announced U.S. 
Attorney Booth Goodwin. 

While employed as a receptionist at a Beckley area doctor’s office, Richmond stole a 
prescription pad that contained the doctor’s DEA registration number. Richmond used the pad 
to write prescriptions for oxycodone on which she forged the doctor’s signature. Richmond 
plead guilty in December of 2013 

This case was prosecuted as part of an ongoing effort led by the United States Attorney’s 
Office for the Southern District of West Virginia to combat the illicit sale and misuse of 
prescription drugs and heroin. The United States Attorney’s Office, joined by federal, state and 
local law enforcement agencies, is committed to aggressively pursuing and shutting down 
illegal pill trafficking, eliminating open air drug markets, and curtailing the spread of opiate 
painkillers and heroin. 
 
April 18, 2014 
(2) 
BRADSHAW (WVVA) - Hundreds of pairs of shoes were delivered to elementary students in 
McDowell County Thursday. 

The shoes were delivered by ‘Save The Children’ and were donated by Toms, a company that 
pledges to donate a pair of shoes each time a customer buys one for themselves. 

Students from Bradshaw and Iaeger elementary schools received a total of 600 pairs of black 
sneakers. 



Shoes will also be distributed at Welch Elementary in the coming weeks, according to Save 
the Children representative Tony Richards. 

A total of 4,000 shoes were being delivered to the Mountain State. 
 
April 19, 2014 
(2) 
WYOMING COUNTY (WVVA) -- An ATV accident sends one person to the hospital. 
 
According to Wyoming County dispatchers, the accident happened late Saturday afternoon on 
the Hatfield McCoy Trail near Beartown, Wyoming County. 
 
One person was airlifted with unknown injuries. 
 
Mullen's Fire Department responded, and the Wyoming County Sheriff's Office is investigating 
the cause of the wreck.  
 
April 21, 2014 
(2) 
 
BLUEFIELD,  W.Va. – A 29-year old Mercer County man faces up to 20 years in prison after 
pleading guilty on Monday, April 21, 2014, to possession of child pornography, U.S. Attorney 
Booth Goodwin announced.   Eric A. Hitt, of Princeton, West Virginia entered a guilty plea 
before Senior United States District Court Judge David A. Faber in Bluefield. 
  
Hitt admitted that on July 16, 2013, he possessed pictures of prepubescent minors engaged in 
sexual acts.  The images were located on his personal computer. The court scheduled 
sentencing for August 25, 2014 in Bluefield. 
  
The West Virginia Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force and the  Mercer County 
Sheriff’s Department conducted the investigation.  Assistant United States Attorney Lisa G. 
Johnston is in charge of the prosecution. 
  
This case is being brought as part of U.S. Attorney Goodwin’s ongoing initiative to combat 
child sexual exploitation and abuse in the Southern District of West Virginia. 
 
April 22, 2014 
(2) 
BECKLEY, W.Va. (AP) -- U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall says he has arranged a roundtable discussion 
with federal and West Virginia officials on the state's prescription drug abuse and trafficking 
problems. 

The event is being held Tuesday in Atlanta in conjunction with a national drug abuse summit. 

Rahall is co-chair of the Congressional Caucus on Prescription Drug Abuse. He has called for 
a review of the federal response to the prescription drug abuse problem in West Virginia. 

Michael Motticelli, acting director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, is 
one of the federal officials attending the roundtable. West Virginia State Police Capt. Tim 
Bledsoe and Huntington Police Capt. Hank Dial are among the state participants. Community 
organizations and economic development agencies also will be represented. 



April 23, 2014 

(2) 
WASHINGTON D.C. (WVVA) - West Virginia lawmakers have commented on Wednesday's 
ruling by the Obama Administration to cut the amount of coal dust allowed in coal mines in an 
effort to help reduce black lung disease. 
 
Read more about Wednesday's ruling 
 
U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall: “Since passage of the Coal Act in 1969, this Nation has been 
committed to ending the scourge of black lung disease, and throughout my career, I have 
supported that effort and assisted miners afflicted with the disease in securing health care and 
the benefits they are owed. While the details of the rule issued by the Mine Safety and Health 
Administration today will be subject to much debate and strict scrutiny, the goal of the rule – to 
eliminate black lung – is one I support wholeheartedly.” 
 
U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin: “I have always said that when it comes to the coal industry, the health 
and safety of our miners must be our top priority. Our coal miners have mined the coal that 
keeps our lights on, heats our homes and powers our businesses and it is unacceptable that 
they still face the threat of black lung disease. With cases of this debilitating disease again on 
the rise, I applaud MSHA’s efforts and look forward to working with them to find the most 
effective way to protect miners.” 
 
U.S. Sen. Jay Rockefeller: “It has been my mission for nearly 50 years to keep our miners and 
their families safe and secure ... Making sure no miner has to suffer from Black Lung—and to 
tirelessly support those who’ve already come down with this debilitating and deadly disease—
is at the very heart of my life’s work ... Today is a truly historic day for coal miners in West 
Virginia and around the country ...While this is a big step forward, it is by no means the end of 
our fight to eradicate this scourge of coal miners. And, just as important is our effort to provide 
health care and financial support to those who are already suffering. I’ll do all I can to make 
sure these miners and their families get the benefits they need and so rightfully deserve.” 

 
April 27, 2014 
(8) 
 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- With little to worry about in May 13 primaries, Natalie Tennant 
and Shelley Moore Capito are focused on a likely November match up for a key U.S. Senate 
seat. 
 
Either way, West Virginia could make history. The state has never elected a female U.S. 
senator. 
 
Democratic Secretary of State Tennant and Republican Congresswoman Capito are eyeing a 
seat that's been untouchable since 1985. Democratic Sen. Jay Rockefeller is retiring after five 
terms. 
 
West Virginia has only sent Democrats to the Senate for 55 years. 
 
Tennant has endorsements from Rockefeller, Democratic U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin, unions and 
pro-abortion rights groups. Capito has business interests in her corner, including West 
Virginia's coal industry. 



 
Political analysts call Capito the favorite, particularly because of President Barack Obama's 
unpopularity and tepid midterm conditions for Democrats. 
 
April 27, 2014 
(2) 
 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) -- Health officials say they don't believe there's any risk to the public 
following an illness that killed two people and sickened four others in Pulaski County. 
 
Representatives with the Virginia Department of Health say no new cases had been reported 
as of Saturday. The department called the illness an "isolated illness" that occurred on private 
property. 
 
New River Health District director Dr. Molly O'Dell says there's no indication of person-to-
person transmission. 
 
Pulaski County emergency management coordinator Josh Tolbert says that the illness could 
be hantavirus. Virginia Department of Health spokesman Robert Parker says investigators are 
looking at a number of different illnesses. 
 
Hantavirus is a rodent-borne illness. Infected people usually have flu-like symptoms including 
fever, shortness of breath, chills and muscle and body aches. 
 
April 28, 2014 
(2) 
 
BECKLEY (WVVA) - A Beckley man is facing charges after allegedly running from police in a 
stolen vehicle. 
 
Timothy Runion, 34, of Beckley faces charges of fleeing from police and possession of a 
stolen vehicle in connection with the series of events that began on Friday. 
 
Around 9 p.m. Friday, a vehicle was reported stolen from the parking lot of New River Town 
Center, in the area of China Wok. On Sunday, police were notified that the vehicle was 
spotted traveling in the East Park area. 
 
Officers located the vehicle on Powerline Drive and attempted to stop it, at which time the 
vehicle sped away, according to a news release from the Beckley PD. 
 
After a brief pursuit the vehicle was stopped and the driver arrested. 
 
When asked where he got the vehicle, Runion told police he "found it," according to the news 
release. 
 
Runion is being held in Southern Regional Jail on $15,000 bond. 

April 28, 2014 
(2) 
WYTHE COUNTY (WVVA)- Deputies with the Wythe County Sheriff's Office are searching for 
a man after they say he stabbed a deputy in the hand. 
 



According to officials, they received a trespassing complaint around 1:30 a.m. on Sunday, in 
the Max Meadows Area of Wythe County. Deputies went on the property and found four 
people around a fire. 
 
Deputies say Cheston Stoneman was one of the four and ran away. When deputies caught up 
with him, they say Stoneman stabbed one of them in the hand and then dove into the New 
River. 
 
Deputies say Stoneman is still on the run. He's 6'4'' 185 pounds and is considered armed and 
dangerous. 
 
April 29, 2014 
(2) 
POCAHONTAS, Va (WVVA)-- Water is back on after a pipe replacement project in 
Pocahontas, Virginia. 
 
Crews have been working on Center Street to replace 480 feet of water pipes town leaders 
said are almost a century old; they're so old that they had been leaking, draining the town's 
money.  
 
Town Treasurer Sabrina Davidson said that continually fixing the pipes caused problems for 
drivers and those whose service was interrupted while the lines were shut off for repairs. 
 
Now, she says that problem should be eliminated.  
 
"Benefits we will be reaping from [the project] are that we don't have to worry, 'Is [the pipe] 
going to break today?'" she said.  
 
These new pipes increase efficiency in the water system and would mean the town could 
better spend the money it used to use to pay for the leaks.  
 
This pipe project brought together teams from Bluefield, Virginia, Pocahontas, and the Public 
Service Authority, something Vice Mayor Gravely says is excellent neighborly behavior.  
 
"We cut the asphalt," he said, "but we don't have the machinery to do this project. So we 
called them in to do the work that we couldn't do." 
 
Tuesday afternoon, Davidson tells us the water is now back on and flowing through the system 
of pipes in the area, but customers on Railroad Avenue and parts of Center Street will be on a 
boil water advisory until further notice while crews make sure the water is good to go. 
 
April 29, 2014 
(2)  
 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – U.S. Attorney Booth Goodwin and U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration 

(DEA) Resident Agent in Charge Suzan Williamson jointly announced today that last Saturday's 

Prescription Drug Take-Back event collected a total of 6,211 pounds of unwanted, unused and expired 

prescription drugs from citizens and households across West Virginia. The April 26th collection results 

far surpassed the previous Take-Back record of 4,976 pounds of prescription drugs collected in October 

2013. 



U.S. Attorney Goodwin said, “The last three Take-Back events have each resulted in record totals of 

prescription medications collected. Last Saturday, we broke our old record by more than half a ton. My 

thanks go to the DEA and all of the law enforcement agencies that participated. Most of all, I want to 

thank the citizens of West Virginia, who've stepped up in tremendous fashion to keep their unwanted 

prescription medicines out of the wrong hands.”  

Resident Agent in Charge Williamson commended all of the federal, state and local law enforcement 

partners in West Virginia for their assistance. “There were 127 collection sites designated throughout the 

state for the April 26th event, providing convenient and accessible locations for the citizens of West 

Virginia to drop off expired, unused and unwanted medications. It is the assistance of all of our law 

enforcement partners that continues to make Prescription Drug Take-Back events in West Virginia so 

successful.” 

In the seven previous Take-Back events, the DEA and its law enforcement partners have collected more 

than 3.4 million pounds (1,733 tons) of prescription medications nationwide. By removing unwanted 

prescription medications from American homes, each Take-Back event helps prevent potentially 

addictive substances from falling into the hands of children and teenagers. The Take-Back program also 

reduces the risk of burglaries and home invasions staged by criminals seeking household prescription 

drugs.  

U.S. Attorney Goodwin encouraged West Virginia citizens to make proper disposal of their prescription 

medications a regular habit. “While the twice-a-year Take-Back events are tremendously successful, 

many of our law enforcement agencies now maintain permanent drop-off boxes to allow more frequent 

disposal of prescription drugs. Sheriffs’ Departments in Kanawha, Putnam, Raleigh, Greenbrier and 

Wood counties are among those agencies that collect prescriptions drugs throughout the year. Since 

proper disposal is vital in keeping these drugs off the streets, I encourage our citizens to continue to take 

advantage of permanent drop-off boxes available in their communities.” 

 
April 30, 2014 
(10) 
LYNCHBURG, Va. (AP) -- Authorities are evacuating numerous buildings around a train 
derailment and fire along the James River in downtown Lynchburg, Va. 

The city of Lynchburg on its website posted that the fire department was on the scene 
Wednesday afternoon and urged motorists and pedestrians to avoid the area. 

No injuries were immediately reported. 

Photos and video show several black tanker-like train cars derailed and extensive flames and 
smoke. 

A phone message left by The Associated Press with the Lynchburg Police Department wasn't 
immediately returned. 

Lynchburg is a city of about 77,000 people in the foothills of Blue Ridge Mountains. It is home 
to Liberty University and several others and is located about halfway between Baltimore and 
Charlotte, N.C. 
 
May 1, 2014 
(2, 8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- A federal judge has found another West Virginia mining 
operation in violation of the state's water quality standard for selenium. 



U.S. District Judge Robert C. Chambers' latest ruling comes in a lawsuit filed by several 
environmental groups against CONSOL Energy's Peg Fork Surface Mine. 

Chambers ruled that discharges from the mine exceeded the state's selenium standard. He 
based his finding on water samples taken in December 2013. 

The judge said the plaintiffs' claims for civil penalties and injunctive relief will be resolved in the 
litigation's second phase. 

The Charleston Gazette reports that Chambers issued his ruling earlier this week. 

Last week, the judge ruled in a separate lawsuit that discharges from an Alpha Natural 
Resources coal slurry impoundment in Raleigh County violated the state's selenium standard. 

May 1, 2014 

(2, 9) 
POCAHONTAS CO. (WVVA) - Near Hillsboro, WV you'll find a bit of an unusual farm. Instead 
of cows and pigs, you'll find bears, owls, and emus, oh my! 

Biologist Joel Rosenthal opened Point of View Farm in 2000 as a nonprofit organization to 
rescue injured and orphaned wildlife. 

"I pinch myself every single day because I cannot believe this is not a dream, that this is real,” 
he told WVVA. 

He says he obtained the proper business license and worked with the department of natural 
resources to save all different types of wildlife. But then things changed. 

In 2005 Joel was rehabilitating a fawn that nearly drowned. And that's when all of his legal 
troubles began. 

“They charged me as a criminal for taking care of a fawn,” Rosenthal explained. “I told the 
state that I would represent myself, no matter what it took or how long it took, I would finally 
convince them that what I was doing was legal." 

After taking his effort all the way to the state's Supreme Court, Rosenthal finally won. But his 
fight wasn't over. 

"A couple weeks later I got a letter from the DNR saying, cease and desist." 

Rosenthal decided to fight back, suing the DNR in federal court for violating his rights. 

After four years total, justice once again sided with him. 

"The DNR sent Will Valentino, the Attorney General, around to all the offices in West Virginia 
to inform everybody in the DNR that Joel Rosenthal can do what he wants, where he wants, 
how he wants. And the DNR is to leave me alone period." 



Now he lives in peace with his animals, which he says is exactly where he wants to be. "Here I 
am, doing what I want to do, living my dream," said Rosenthal. 

Point of View Farm is not easy to get to. It includes Rosenthal literally driving visitors through a 
river. So human interaction can be far and few between, but Rosenthal says that's just how he 
likes it. 

"There's nobody that lives on my side of the river for miles,” he said. “When I run across the 
river, I run into these two-legged animals wearing clothes and they make funny noises and 
they scare me. So I come running over here because I really don't know what to do with those 
kinds of animals. I'm much more used to the four-legged kind." 

And letting his four-legged friends go isn't always easy. "There is a little letdown when they are 
going off on their own,” he explained. “Fortunately, ones like Rupert here, some of them hang 
around and we interact until they go off in the woods by themselves." 

May 2, 2014 

(2, 8) 

BECKLEY, W. Va (PRESS RELEASE)-- U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall, along with Senators Jay Rockefeller 

and Joe Manchin (all D-W.Va.), Friday announced Head Start funding for Community Action of 

South Eastern West Virginia (CASE WV) in Bluefield. 

“West Virginia is blessed to have so many local community programs geared toward early 

education and child development, along with caring educators and parents to run them and 

positively affect the lives of our children,” said Rahall. “I fully intend to keep pushing for these 

critical investments in early childhood education, which provide so many of our children with 

opportunities they otherwise would not have to achieve their full potential.” 

“We have a moral obligation to provide all children with a foundation for a bright future, 

including giving them access to necessary instruction and skill-building that will help them succeed 

once they’re in a classroom setting. For so many of our underserved families, Head Start is a 

proven, comprehensive way to give our youngest West Virginians and their families access to these 

educational supports early in life, as well as other vital health and nutritional resources,” Rockefeller 

said. “As a long-time supporter of Head Start here in West Virginia, I’m very pleased CASE WV’s 

Head Start program has been awarded this significant funding boost. The grant award will certainly 

help make a difference in the lives of vulnerable children in southern West Virginia.” 

“In West Virginia, taking care of our children – and ensuring that we do everything in our 

power to help them achieve a brighter future – is a top priority,” Manchin said. “That’s why it is 

critical to invest in educational opportunities like Head Start. With grants like these, our kids in 

West Virginia will receive the care, education and services they need to compete in the global 

marketplace. This is great news for our children and families in Bluefield.” 



The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) awarded $3.1 million to CASE WV 

to continue its Head Start and Early Head Start programs, which serve pre-school aged children in 

Mercer and Summers Counties. 

Head Start is a national development program for low-income children that prepare them 

for school from a young age. The HHS program provides comprehensive education activities in 

classrooms, as well as other services such as social, nutritional, health and mental health, and 

transportation for children and their families. 

May 2, 2014 

(2) 

BLUEFIELD (WVVA) - Bluefield Police are investigating the death of an infant that occurred 
last month. 
 
Ethan Byrd died on April 5 at the age of 8 weeks old. Det. K.L. Adams with the Bluefield P.D. 
tells WVVA News that the child's parents-- identified through Ethan's public birth certificate as 
Ashley Owens and Cassidy Byrd -- are the focus of the investigation, but charges have not yet 
been filed. 
 
Adams says Byrd called 911 on April 5 from the Edgemont Drive home they had been living in. 
He told dispatchers the child was having trouble breathing. 
 
Ethan died before arriving at Bluefield Regional Medical Center. 
 
Police are currently awaiting the medical examiner's report to determine a cause of death. 
 
Owens was previously at the center of a similar incident -- in 2011 when she and her boyfriend 
at the time, Brandon Falgiani, were charged in connection with the abuse of her son, Isaac. 
 
Owens was convicted of child neglect resulting in injury in that case. Trooper B.J. Garretson, 
who worked that case, told WVVA that Owens served 61 days in jail, in addition to two years 
probation. 
 
Issac, who suffered a head injury and several broken bones at 6 weeks old, survived the 
abuse and has been adopted into a different family. 
 
Falgiani remains in prison. He had been sentenced to 2-10 years there. 
 
WVVA News attempted to reach out to Owens and Byrd for comment on the case. Neither 
was at the address police provided. 

May 4, 2014  

(3) 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities is reporting that 
West Virginia is one of eight states cutting higher education funding. 



 
A study by the national nonprofit group says $1,600 less is available per West Virginia student 
in 2014 compared to 2006. That's a 21.6 percent drop over eight years. 
 
Only Wyoming made a bigger percentage cut in 2014 than West Virginia, which endured a 4.7 
percent cut. 
 
The numbers account for inflation. 
 
Pennsylvania, Arkansas, Kansas, North Carolina, Wisconsin, Louisiana and Wyoming also cut 
funding in 2014. 
 
The nonprofit reported that forty-eight states are spending less per student than before the 
recession. Alaska and North Dakota are doling out more. 
 
The study says public colleges have made up for lost funding since the recession by 
increasing tuition and cutting spending. 

May 4, 2014 

(2) 

RUPERT (WVVA) -- Fire crews return to the scene of a large brush fire Sunday evening after 
spot fires were reported inside the containment lines. 
 
Eight fire departments and an ambulance crew responded to the brush fire in Greenbrier 
County Sunday afternoon. 
 
It was on Anjean Road near the coal mines in Rupert. 
 
No injuries were reported.  
 
The fire spanned nearly 15 acres, and started near powerlines.  

May 5, 2014 

(2) 

KIMBALL (WVVA) - A pair of McDowell County brothers are facing drug charges after sheriff's 
deputies find marijuana and prescription pills at their residence. 
 
On Saturday, May 3, deputies responded to a shooting call in the Norwood area of Kimball. 
Upon investigation, deputies found evidence of drug paraphernalia. 
 
A search warrant was obtained at the residence in which deputies found a large amount of 
marijuana packaged for delivery and a small amount of prescription medications. 
 
Greg Wilkins, 41, and his brother Corey Wilkins, 35 -- who reside together -- were each 
charged with felony conspiracy and possession with intent to distribute a scheduled controlled 
substance. 
 



Bond was set at $20,000 each. Both were being held at the McDowell County Holding Unit 
awaiting transport to South Western Regional Jail. 

May 6, 2014 

(2) 
PRINCETON (WVVA) - Bond has been reduced for a Mercer County woman charged with 
abusing and elderly man in her care. 
 
Patina Hypes was in court Tuesday for a bond reduction hearing before Judge William Sadler. 
Hypes, 48, was arrested last week on charges of abuse/neglect of an incapacitated adult and 
conspiracy to inflict injury to a person. 
 
Hypes' attorney argued Tuesday that the victim in the case has a history of similar allegations 
that they believe they can prove are unfounded. 
 
Bond was reduced from $100,000 to $25,000. 
 
David Small, 34, faces the same charges in the case. 

 

May 7, 2014 

(2) 
BECKLEY (WVVA) - Discounted internet service will be available soon for some low income 
students in Raleigh County. 

School officials have announced a partnership with Suddenlink Communications to provide 
low-cost internet service to families of students that already qualify for free school lunches. 

The effort is part of the Connecting-to-Complete program for students to continue their 
education at home. 

The exact cost for the discounted internet service is still being worked out. 

Schools Superintendent Jim Brown says when school is canceled, educators will be able to 
give out assignments by using the internet. 

Discussions about implementing this program have been going on for two years. 

 

May 8, 2014 

(2, 8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- The West Virginia attorney general has filed a lawsuit against 
Mingo County school officials claiming they brushed aside allegations that two male students 
sexually abused female classmates. 

The lawsuit also claims school officials interfered with a state police investigation of the 
incidents. 

The lawsuit says administrators at Burch Middle School retaliated against the girls for reporting 
the allegations. 



Defendants include the principal, vice principal and a coach, as well as the Mingo County 
School Board. 

The lawsuit alleged the abuses occurred on a school bus, at the school and on a field trip. 

School officials and a state police spokesman did not immediately return telephone messages 
Thursday. 

The lawsuit filed Wednesday asks Mingo County Circuit Court to prevent further abuse and 
retaliation, and to bar defendants from interfering with the police investigation. 

 

May 9, 2014 
(2) 
PULASKI, Va. (AP) -- Pulaski County prosecutors plan to seek the death penalty against a 
man accused of killing his infant son. 
Thirty-two-year-old Howard Cole of Pulaski is charged with capital murder and illegal disposal 
of a body. 
Assistant Commonwealth's Attorney Justin Griffith says the prosecution is dropping a child 
abuse charge so that it can focus on the capital murder case. 
The Roanoke Times reports that Griffith announced the decision Wednesday during a hearing 
in Pulaski County Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court on the abuse charge. 
 
A hearing on the other charges is set for May 23 in circuit court. 
Police found the body of Cole's 5-month-old son, Cory Cole, in a wooded area in Draper on 
Jan. 30. 
The infant's mother, 29-year-old Samantha Warden, is charged with child neglect. 

May 11, 2014 

(2) 
BECKLEY (WVVA) -- A robbery occurred at Patty's in Beckley Crossing plaza Saturday night. 
 
Officials are releasing limited details, but have confirmed it was an armed robbery. A person 
came in around 1:15 a.m. and then ran away after taking an unknown amount of cash.  
 
Beckley City Police are investigating the case.  

May 12, 2014 

(2) 
OAK HILL (WVVA) - One woman is behind bars and two men are still on the run after a 
robbery in Fayette County. 

Katelyn Marie Richardson, 18, of Oak Hill is accused of armed robbery, malicious wounding 
and conspiracy to commit a felony. 

On Sunday, Richardson allegedly invited Stanley Harvey and Roger Hancock over to her 
house at 162 Virginia Street. Both men tell police they were invited to Richardson's residence 
for a party. 



Shortly after their arrival, the victims say two other males with masks came into the residence 
and robbed and assaulted them. 

The suspects fled the area with $450 and the victims’ phones. 

Both victims went to Plateau Medical Center to be treated for their injuries. 

Richardson was arrested and is being held in Southern Regional Jail on a $1,500 bond. 

May 13, 2014 

(2) 
CHARLESTON (WVVA) - West Virginia leaders have released the following comments on 
Monday night's mine accident that killed two miners in Boone County. 

Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin: "Joanne and I extend our heartfelt condolences to the families and 
friends of the two miners--Eric and Gary--who lost their lives in this tragic mining accident. We 
ask all West Virginians to continue praying for them during this very difficult time for our mining 
community." 

U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall: “I am saddened to learn of the loss of life overnight at the Brody Mine 
in Boone County. My thoughts and prayers are with the families of the miners who were taken 
too early from this life. I know I am joined by families throughout our state in expressing 
heartfelt sympathy.” 

Sen. Joe Manchin: “My deepest thoughts and prayers are with the families and the loved ones 
of the tragedy that occurred last night in Boone County. Gayle and I join all West Virginians in 
sending our deepest condolences to the families of the courageous miners, Eric D. Legg of 
Twilight and Gary P. Hensley of Chapmanville, whose lives were taken far too soon. My staff 
and I will do everything we can to assist the families through this difficult time.” 

Sen. Jay Rockefeller: “Along with West Virginians everywhere, my prayers and deepest 
sympathies are with the families of the two coal miners we lost last night. We know that mining 
deaths and injuries are preventable, and last night’s tragedy is particularly troubling given the 
operator’s history of safety violations. Every step must be taken to make sure this operator – 
and all operators for that matter – are held accountable for the safety and health of their 
miners.” 

 
May 14, 2014 
(2) 
PRINCETON (WVVA) - A Mercer County woman who pleaded guilty to embezzling money 
from the county's Department of Motor Vehicles has been sentenced. 
 
A possible sentence of 1-10 years for Rhonda Thomas of Princeton was suspended in lieu of 
5 years probation. 
 
Thomas pleaded guilty in March to embezzling $13,000 from the DMV, where she had served 
as manager. 
 



Prosecutors said the state recommended probation so Thomas could work and begin to pay 
restitution for the money embezzled. 
 
She was also ordered in court Wednesday to begin treatment for a gambling addiction.  
 
According to the criminal complaint, Thomas admitted to taking cash from the DMV money 
bags beginning in the summer of 2012 to pay off gambling debts. 
 
May 14, 2014 
(2) 
ATHENS (WVVA) - Concord University football players accused of violence during an alleged 
drug purchase may have some of their charges dropped. 

Russell Bailey, Maricco Sanders, and Riyahd Richardson appeared before Judge Derek 
Swope Wednesday morning. 

Bailey and Richardson each entered guilty pleas to conspiracy, which carries a penalty of one 
to five years in prison. 

They were previously charged with malicious wounding and petit larceny as well, after an 
apparent drug deal gone bad near the Athens campus last November. 

Sanders faced a bench warrant after failing to appear for a hearing Monday. That has since 
been dropped, and his next hearing has been pushed back to June. 

Bailey and Richardson are scheduled for sentencing in July. 

May 15, 2014 

(2) 
PRINCETON (WVVA)- On Monday, May 12th, officers with the Princeton Police Department 
arrested Shawn Gillespie of Hinton.  
 
According to Chief John Howell, officers were called to the scene of a hit and run accident on 
Mercer St. Gillespie had fled the scene. They arrested him, searched him, and found $14,000 
in cash and $12-15,000 worth of heroin.  
 
Howell says, "That's something we haven't seen in this area in quite some time. Especially, 
that much. I hate to think that this is something coming back into this area." 
 
Gillespie is charged with possession with intent to deliver, intent to escape from custody, and 
attempting to flee the scene.  

May 15, 2014 

(2) 

BECKLEY, W.Va. – United States Attorney Booth Goodwin announced that two Beckley area 
residents were sentenced today in federal court for obtaining oxycodone by fraud.  Sherry 
Lively, age 46, of Crab Orchard, West Virginia and Justin Woodie, age 22, of Beckley, West 
Virginia received prison sentences for six months and three months, respectively.  The 



defendants, who plead guilty in January of 2014, forged prescriptions for oxycodone on stolen 
prescription pads and presented them to Beckley area pharmacies to be filled.   

These cases were investigated by the DEA. These cases were prosecuted as part of an 
ongoing effort led by the United States Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of West 
Virginia to combat the illicit sale and misuse of prescription drugs and heroin.  The United 
States Attorney’s Office, joined by federal, state and local law enforcement agencies, is 
committed to aggressively pursuing and shutting down illegal pill trafficking, eliminating open 
air drug markets, and curtailing the spread of opiate painkillers and heroin. 
 
May 16, 2014 
(2) 
The Greenbrier County Sheriff's Office has arrested a man on sexual assault charges. 
Sergeant Roger Baker tells WVVA that Roger Johnson of Rupert is charged with sexually 
assaulting children in his care. He says the victims are foster children and adopted children 
who live with Johnson and his wife in their S Street home. Sergeant Baker says Johnson's wife 
was involved but he would not confirm whether or not she had been charged. 
 
Roger Johnson has been arraigned and is being held on $45,000 bond.  
 
May 17, 2014 
 
(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Mining safety officials are investigating why two West Virginia 
miners died after their company initially reported they were trapped, were "OK" and could 
communicate outside. 
 
State mine safety official Eugene White said miscommunication was possible in the initial 
emergency calls. Patriot Coal gave state and federal officials similar reports that didn't include 
fatalities. 
 
The company said the Brody Mine No. 1 workers were killed Monday during a severe coal 
burst, where high-speed coal is shot at anyone in the way. 
 
White said the Patriot representative who called the emergency line was at home. White said 
he didn't know how many workers passed along the information before it was reported to 
authorities. 
 
The state Office of Miners' Health, Safety and Training and federal Mine Safety and Health 
Administration are investigating. 
 
May 19, 2014 
(2) 
BECKLEY (WVVA) - A man is recovering from a stab wound after a verbal altercation 
escalated in Raleigh County. 
 
The Raleigh County Sheriff's Office responded to a report of a stabbing at 608 N. Eisenhower 
Drive in Beckley Sunday. 
 
Deputies say Eugene Tilley was involved in a verbal altercation with an unknown suspect 
when he was stabbed in the left side. 
 



Tilley was transported to Raleigh General Hospital with what is believed to be non-life 
threatening injuries. 
 
The case remains under investigation. Anyone with information can contact the sheriff's office 
at 304-255-9300 or Crimestoppers at 304-255-STOP. 

May 19, 2014 
(10) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia's top transportation official says the state spent 
$13.5 million more than it expected to clear snowy, icy roads this winter. 

But Transportation Secretary Paul Mattox says extra revenue from motorist taxes more than 
covered the pressing winter road needs. 

Through April, state fuel and vehicle privilege taxes came in a combined $28.7 million higher 
than what the state projected. Registrations brought in an extra $2.6 million. 

Mattox calls it a positive economic sign that people are out driving, buying gasoline and 
purchasing more cars. 

Mattox said Monday that West Virginia spent $68.5 million total to remove snow and ice from 
roads this year. He says the spending helps control costs to fill potholes resulting from a 
particularly cold, snowy winter. 

May 20, 2014 

(2) 
MERCER (WVVA) – A high speed chase forces a driver off the road late Monday night. 
 
Deputy Horn with the Mercer County Sheriff’s Office says around 9:40 a dark colored Chevy 
Cavalier was traveling west bound on Main Street when the driver, 29-year-old, Charles Cole 
failed to stop at a stop sign. 
 
When Horn attempted to pull Cole over, he refused to stop.  
 
The pursuit went up Route 19 and crossed over to Route 20 where back-up was waiting with a 
rolling road block. 
 
Cole crossed over onto the wrong side of the road, forcing another driver to run completely off 
the road.  
 
That driver was not hit. 
 
Cole finally came to a stop shortly after, but then fled on foot into a field, where deputies were 
able to arrest him. 
 
Upon further investigation, deputies realized the cavalier that Cole was driving had been 
reported as stolen.  
 
Cole is being held in the Bluefield City Jail charged with a number of offenses. 
 
He is expected to appear before the magistrate early Tuesday morning.  



 
Deputy Horn says if you were the one ran off the road during this high speed chase, please 
contact the Mercer County Sheriff’s Office at 304-487-8301. 

May 21, 2014 

(3, 8) 

 
BECKLEY (WVVA) - The former Mountain State University is suing the Higher Learning 
Commission over the loss of its accreditation, which led to the school's eventual closure. 

According to the lawsuit, filed in federal court in Beckley, the HLC violated common law due 
process, abused its discretion, and violated its own policies when it revoked the university's 
accreditation in August 2012. 

The lawsuit claims the HLC was swayed by media coverage, editorial opinions, and unproved 
allegations made in civil complaints. 

It seeks an unspecified amount in compensatory damages and court-ordered reinstatement of 
MSU’s accreditation by the Higher Learning Commission. 

According to a public document, the HLC board withdrew accreditation stating the institution 
lacked effective governance and administration, it did not have adequate human and financial 
resources, had no realistic plan to overcome challenges, and lacked adequate support and 
faculty to assure an effective teaching and learning environment. 

The HLC has declined to comment on the lawsuit. 

 

May 13, 2014 

(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia voters have sent Nick Rahall on to the general 
election for a chance to complete his fourth decade in Congress. 
 
Rahall defeated retired Army officer Richard Ojeda in Tuesday's 3rd District Democratic 
primary. 
 
Early, unofficial returns showed Rahall with a commanding lead. 
 
It marked only the third primary challenge for Rahall since 2000. 
 
Rahall will seek his 20th term in the U.S. House in November. Standing in his way will be 
veteran Republican state lawmaker Evan Jenkins, a former Democrat who switched parties 
last summer. 

May 14, 2014 

(2) 

 



PRINCETON (WVVA) - A Mercer County woman who pleaded guilty to embezzling money 
from the county's Department of Motor Vehicles has been sentenced. 
 
A possible sentence of 1-10 years for Rhonda Thomas of Princeton was suspended in lieu of 
5 years probation. 
 
Thomas pleaded guilty in March to embezzling $13,000 from the DMV, where she had served 
as manager. 
 
Prosecutors said the state recommended probation so Thomas could work and begin to pay 
restitution for the money embezzled. 
 
She was also ordered in court Wednesday to begin treatment for a gambling addiction.  
 
According to the criminal complaint, Thomas admitted to taking cash from the DMV money 
bags beginning in the summer of 2012 to pay off gambling debts 

May 15, 2014 

(2) 
PRINCETON (WVVA)- On Monday, May 12th, officers with the Princeton Police Department 
arrested Shawn Gillespie of Hinton.  
 
According to Chief John Howell, officers were called to the scene of a hit and run accident on 
Mercer St. Gillespie had fled the scene. They arrested him, searched him, and found $14,000 
in cash and $12-15,000 worth of heroin.  
 
Howell says, "That's something we haven't seen in this area in quite some time. Especially, 
that much. I hate to think that this is something coming back into this area." 
 
Gillespie is charged with possession with intent to deliver, intent to escape from custody, and 
attempting to flee the scene.  

May 16, 2014 

(2) 
The Greenbrier County Sheriff's Office has arrested a man on sexual assault charges. 
Sergeant Roger Baker tells WVVA that Roger Johnson of Rupert is charged with sexually 
assaulting children in his care. He says the victims are foster children and adopted children 
who live with Johnson and his wife in their S Street home. Sergeant Baker says Johnson's wife 
was involved but he would not confirm whether or not she had been charged. 
 
Roger Johnson has been arraigned and is being held on $45,000 bond. 

May 17, 2014 

(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Mining safety officials are investigating why two West Virginia 
miners died after their company initially reported they were trapped, were "OK" and could 
communicate outside. 
 
State mine safety official Eugene White said miscommunication was possible in the initial 
emergency calls. Patriot Coal gave state and federal officials similar reports that didn't include 
fatalities. 



 
The company said the Brody Mine No. 1 workers were killed Monday during a severe coal 
burst, where high-speed coal is shot at anyone in the way. 
 
White said the Patriot representative who called the emergency line was at home. White said 
he didn't know how many workers passed along the information before it was reported to 
authorities. 
 
The state Office of Miners' Health, Safety and Training and federal Mine Safety and Health 
Administration are investigating 

May 19, 2014 

(2) 
BECKLEY (WVVA) - A man is recovering from a stab wound after a verbal altercation 
escalated in Raleigh County. 
 
The Raleigh County Sheriff's Office responded to a report of a stabbing at 608 N. Eisenhower 
Drive in Beckley Sunday. 
 
Deputies say Eugene Tilley was involved in a verbal altercation with an unknown suspect 
when he was stabbed in the left side. 
 
Tilley was transported to Raleigh General Hospital with what is believed to be non-life 
threatening injuries. 
 
The case remains under investigation. Anyone with information can contact the sheriff's office 
at 304-255-9300 or Crimestoppers at 304-255-STOP. 

May 20, 2014 

(2) 
Two people entered guilty pleas in federal court on separate drug charges.  
 
Jack Edwin McCoy, 30, of White Sulphur Springs plead guilty to setting up a drug transaction 
by telephone.  
He actually carried out the deal, selling a suboxone strip to a police informant. Sentencing is 
set for August of this year.  
 
Douglas Edward Morris, 42, of Shady Spring also pleaded guilty in federal court.  
His crime...traveling in interstate commerce to commit a crime and possession of a controlled 
substance.  
Morris admitted he traveled to camden, new jersey to get heroin to bring back to shady spring 
for distribution and personal use.  
His sentencing is also scheduled for August. 

May 21, 2014 

(8) 
(WVVA)-A Monroe County funeral home is accused of violating consumer protection laws in 
regards to prepaid funeral arraignments. 
 



West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrisey has filed a civil lawsuit against Broyles-
McGuire Funeral Home out of Union. 
 
The alleged violations include at least eight death claims in which the funeral home collected 
$60,512 before the beneficiary actually died. According to a March 2013 audit, the funeral 
home also accepted $36,644 in payments on four prearranged funeral plans without 
depositing the money into a trust account or pre-need insurance policy as required by law. 
 
Joel McGuire, owner of the funeral home, declined to comment on the lawsuit. His attorney, 
Jeff Pritt, says a response will be filed during the 30 day time period 

May 22, 2014 

(2) 
BECKLEY (WVVA) - An elementary school custodian has been accused of sex crimes. 

James Shirley, 25, of Beckley is being held on a $250,000 bond. He is charged with six counts 
of sexual abuse in the third-degree, six counts of sexual assault in the third degree, and 
burglary. 

Shirley worked as a custodian at Stanaford Elementary. 

Troopers say there may be other victims out there. 

If you have any information about this investigation, you are urged to contact the Beckley 
detachment of the West Virginia State Police at 304-256-6700. 

May 26, 2014 

(2) 
TAZEWELL COUNTY (WVVA)-- 
The Tazewell County Sheriff's Office is seeking information on the whereabouts of Benjamin 
Daugherty, a 33 year old white male, last known to be in Doran, VA. He is wanted on one 
count of Possession of a Firearm by a Convicted Felon.  
Authorities say this subject should be considered armed. He has been wanted since 2003. He 
left the area and authorities say they have reason to believe he may be back in our area.  
He has been making threats online and there are possible additional charges pending. Anyone 
with information should contact the Tazewell County Sheriff's Office at (276) 988-0645/0704 
or your local law enforcement agency. 

MAY 27, 2014 

(2) 

BLUEFIELD (NEWS RELEASE) – Alphonso Washington, age 31 of Princeton, West Virginia 
was sentenced today in federal court in Bluefield to three years and ten months imprisonment 
announced United States Attorney Booth Goodwin. 

Washington previously pled guilty in January of 2014, to possession with intent to distribute 
marijuana. A routine parole inspection led to the arrest and prosecution. In August of 2013, 



officers with the West Virginia Department of Correction’s Parole Services arrived 
unannounced at Washington’s Princeton home.  

Washington, who at that time was serving a term of parole for a state drug felony, was in 
possession of marijuana, baggies, digital scales, a handgun, and over $18,000 in cash. 
Washington admitted that the seized cash was drug proceeds and it was forfeited as part of 
his plea agreement.  

The West Virginia Department of Correction’s Parole Services was assisted by the Princeton 
Police Department and the United States Marshal Service during the pendency of this case. 

MAY 28, 2014 

(2) 

 
BECKLEY, W.Va. – United States Attorney Booth Goodwin announced today that Harry D. 
Rhodes, Jr., 49, of Coal City, West Virginia, plead guilty in federal court in Beckley to 
distributing oxycodone, a powerful and addictive prescription pain medication. Rhodes 
admitted that in December of 2013, he sold oxycodone pills to a person who was cooperating 
with law enforcement authorities. The drug deal took place in Coal City, near Beckley, West 
Virginia. 

Rhodes faces up to 20 years in prison and a $1,000,000 fine. United States District Judge 
Irene C. Berger scheduled the sentencing for September 10, 2014. 

The Beckley/Raleigh County Drug and Violent Crime Unit conducted the investigation. 

This case was prosecuted as part of an ongoing effort led by the United States Attorney’s 
Office for the Southern District of West Virginia to combat the illicit sale and misuse of 
prescription drugs and heroin. The United States Attorney’s Office, joined by federal, state and 
local law enforcement agencies, is committed to aggressively pursuing and shutting down 
illegal pill trafficking, eliminating open air drug markets, and curtailing the spread of opiate 
painkillers and heroin in communities across the Southern District. 

MAY 28, 2014 

(9) 

PRINCETON, W. Va (WVVA)-- West Virginia farmers are upset about a new proposed 
change to the part of the clean water act that deals with protected waters.  

The EPA hopes to clarify which waters are protected under the act in order to prevent pollution 
into major waterways.  

West Virginia Farm Bureau members tell us that won't be good for them, because often water 
can pool on mountainous farmland after heavy rainstorms. They fear their right to farm the 
land surrounding those problem spots, including allowing cattle to graze, fertilizing, or putting 
up fencing. would be compromised. 

"We are stewards of the land. We want clean water, but we don't want our hands tied where 
we can not farm the land," said Frank Nash, President of the Mercer County Farm Bureau. 



 
Nash is a 5th generation farmer, and he owns a farming supply store in Princeton. He currently 
sits on the board for the WV Farm Bureau.  
 
"We'll have restrictions where we will need a permit to build a fence, to put down fertilizer," he 
claimed. 

But the EPS says the proposal will not expand the regulation for ditches, and would continue 
to exclude agricultural storm water drainage and temporary pooling at construction sites.  
 
(To view the full text of the proposal, click here. More information can also be found at this 
link.) 

Public comment on the proposed changes ends on July 21.  
 
The Mercer County Farm Bureau is holding a public meeting at the 4H building on June 6th at 
6:30 PM to discuss their concerns and provide information to other area farmers. 

May 29, 2014 

(2) 
A McDowell County man is arrested after detectives say he was traveling with a portable meth lab on a 
bicycle. 
 
After a complaint, Dennis Baker, of War, was found with a backpack they say had a strong odor and 
several items inside that are used in the production of meth. An active shake and bake container was 
also found in the backpack. In addition, Baker was caught with approximately two grams of meth. 
 
He was arrested and charged with operation of a clandestine lab and possession of a schedule II 
controlled substance. 
 
Baker is being held on a $50,000 bond. 

May 30, 2014 

(8, 9) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Proposals to fund drinking water projects in four West Virginia counties 
have been rejected by federal regulators. 

The rejected projects are funded with money from the Abandoned Mine Land program. But federal 
officials say West Virginia hasn't shown that the projects are really aimed at remedying water supply 
damage caused by coal mining before passage of a 1977 strip mining law. 

The Charleston Gazette reports that the U.S. Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 
said Thursday it is "impossible" at present for federal officials to approve the projects. They include the 
construction of water lines in Logan, Nicholas, Preston and Wyoming counties. 

The DEP said it's working with local water systems, consultants and the OSM to provide additional data 
for the projects that were rejected. 

May 30, 2014 

(2) 



PRINCETON (WVVA) - Fire service fees could be on the rise in Mercer County. 

The proposed increase would generate about 4758,000 in revenue -- more than double the current 
amount. 

County Commissioner Mike Vinciguerra says there will be a series of public meetings held before a 
decision is made. 

Residential rates would run between $25 to $45 dollars a year. 

Projected commercial rates would start at $70 and top out at $850. 

May 31, 2014 

(2) 
FAYETTEVILLE (WVVA) -- A Fayette County bus driver will be facing all eight of his original sexual 
charges, despite a circuit judge's ruling to drop several of those charges. 
 
Proceedings against Steven "Rick" Malay will go forward after prosecutors asked West Virginia 
Supreme Court justices to reverse a lower court's order that dropped six of Malay's eight charges. 
 
A Fayette County judge had dismissed those counts because the 14-year-old female bus rider wasn't 
under Malay's care when the alleged abuse happened.  
 
According to a criminal complaint, Malay is accused of sexually abusing the student at her home while 
her parents were sleeping, and again at his farm. 
 
All of Malay's charges will be left for a jury to decide 

June 2, 2014 

(2) 
WASHINGTON (News Release) – At the direction of President Obama and after an unprecedented 
outreach effort, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is today releasing the Clean Power Plan 
proposal, which for the first time cuts carbon pollution from existing power plants, the single largest 
source of carbon pollution in the United States. Today’s proposal will protect public health, move the 
United States toward a cleaner environment and fight climate change while supplying Americans with 
reliable and affordable power. 

"Climate change, fueled by carbon pollution, supercharges risks to our health, our economy, and our 
way of life. EPA is delivering on a vital piece of President Obama's Climate Action Plan by proposing a 
Clean Power Plan that will cut harmful carbon pollution from our largest source--power plants," said 
EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy. "By leveraging cleaner energy sources and cutting energy waste, 
this plan will clean the air we breathe while helping slow climate change so we can leave a safe and 
healthy future for our kids. We don't have to choose between a healthy economy and a healthy 
environment--our action will sharpen America’s competitive edge, spur innovation, and create jobs." 

Power plants account for roughly one-third of all domestic greenhouse gas emissions in the United 
States. While there are limits in place for the level of arsenic, mercury, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, 
and particle pollution that power plants can emit, there are currently no national limits on carbon 
pollution levels. 

With the Clean Power Plan, EPA is proposing guidelines that build on trends already underway in 
states and the power sector to cut carbon pollution from existing power plants, making them more 
efficient and less polluting. This proposal follows through on the common-sense steps laid out in 
President Obama’s Climate Action Plan and the June 2013 Presidential Memorandum. 



By 2030, the steady and responsible steps EPA is taking will: 

Cut carbon emission from the power sector by 30 percent nationwide below 2005 levels, which is equal 
to the emissions from powering more than half the homes in the United States for one year; Cut 
particle pollution, nitrogen oxides, and sulfur dioxide by more than 25 percent as a co-benefit; Avoid up 
to 6,600 premature deaths, up to 150,000 asthma attacks in children, and up to 490,000 missed work 
or school days—providing up to $93 billion in climate and public health benefits; and Shrink electricity 
bills roughly 8 percent by increasing energy efficiency and reducing demand in the electricity system. 

The Clean Power Plan will be implemented through a state-federal partnership under which states 
identify a path forward using either current or new electricity production and pollution control policies to 
meet the goals of the proposed program. The proposal provides guidelines for states to develop plans 
to meet state-specific goals to reduce carbon pollution and gives them the flexibility to design a 
program that makes the most sense for their unique situation. States can choose the right mix of 
generation using diverse fuels, energy efficiency and demand-side management to meet the goals and 
their own needs. It allows them to work alone to develop individual plans or to work together with other 
states to develop multi-state plans. 

Also included in today’s proposal is a flexible timeline for states to follow for submitting plans to the 
agency—with plans due in June 2016, with the option to use a two-step process for submitting final 
plans if more time is needed. States that have already invested in energy efficiency programs will be 
able to build on these programs during the compliance period to help make progress toward meeting 
their goal. 

Since last summer, EPA has directly engaged with state, tribal, and local governments, industry and 
labor leaders, non-profits, and others. The data, information and feedback provided during this effort 
helped guide the development of the proposal and further confirmed that states have been leading the 
way for years in saving families and businesses money through improving efficiency, while cleaning up 
pollution from power plants. To date, 47 states have utilities that run demand-side energy efficiency 
programs, 38 have renewable portfolio standards or goals, and 10 have market-based greenhouse gas 
emissions programs. Together, the agency believes that these programs represent a proven, common-
sense approach to cutting carbon pollution—one in which electricity is generated and used as 
efficiently as possible and which promotes a greater reliance on lower-carbon power sources. 

Today’s announcement marks the beginning of the second phase of the agency’s outreach efforts. 
EPA will accept comment on the proposal for 120 days after publication in the Federal Register and will 
hold four public hearings on the proposed Clean Power Plan during the week of July 28 in the following 
cities: Denver, Atlanta, Washington, DC and Pittsburgh. Based on this input, EPA will finalize 
standards next June following the schedule laid out in the June 2013 Presidential Memorandum. 

In 2009, EPA determined that greenhouse gas pollution threatens Americans' health and welfare by 
leading to long lasting changes in our climate that can have a range of negative effects on human 
health and the environment. Taking steady, responsible steps to cut carbon pollution from existing 
power plants will protect children’s health and will move our nation toward a cleaner, more stable 
environment for future generations, while supplying the reliable, affordable power needed for economic 
growth. 

Fact sheets and details about the proposed rule available at: 

http://www.epa.gov/cleanpowerplan 



More information on President Obama’s Climate Action Plan: http://www.whitehouse.gov/climate-
change 

Video on today’s announcement from Administrator Gina McCarthy: http://www.epa.gov/ 

June 3, 2014 

(2) 
BLACKSBURG, Va. (AP) -- Students at Virginia Tech will pay higher tuition and fees in the 2014-2015 
academic year. 

In-state undergraduate tuition and mandatory fees will increase by $562 to $12,017. Tuition and 
mandatory fees for out-of-state students will rise by $837 to $28,048. 

In-state graduate students will pay $13,585 in tuition and fees, an increase of $562. Out-of-state 
students' tuition and fees will rise by $1,296 to $25,884, 

Average room and board fees will increase by $274 to $7,924. 

The university says its Board of Visitors approved the increases Monday. 

Board members also approved a $1.35 billion budget for the fiscal year that begins July 1. 

June 4, 2014 

(2) 

Greenbrier Co., WV – West Virginia Division of Highways announces the closing of Snake Run 

Bridge on CR 42 in Blue Sulphur Springs, beginning June 11, 2014 according to Adrian Lusk, District 

Nine Bridge Engineer. 
 

WVDOT will close Snake Run Bridge located on CR 42, Blue Sulphur Road, at milepost 4.86, 0.08 

miles west of CR 68, Hamilton Ridge, on June 11, 2014 thru August 15, 2014. The bridge is anticipated 

to be closed 24 hours per day, the closing is necessary to replace the existing bridge.  
 

Motorist should allow additional time for their commute and are advised that detours will be in place. 

All traffic is being detoured onto CR 27, Grassy Meadows Road and CR 25, Blue Sulphur Springs Road. 
 

The anticipated completion date is set for August 15, 2014. Please be advised that inclement weather or 

unforeseen circumstances could change the project schedule. 

 
June 8, 2014  
(2, 8) 
 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) - The coal industry is shedding thousands of jobs and facing the government's 
most severe crackdown on carbon emissions yet. But king coal still flexes its political muscle in 
Kentucky and West Virginia, where Republicans and even Democrats try to out-coal one another by 
cozying up to the industry and slamming President Barack Obama. In other coal-producing areas such 
as Ohio and Virginia, Democrats have been able to win even with the industry against them. That's not 
an option for politicians in the heart of Appalachia. 

Many people here still cling to coal as a source of work and cultural pride, so almost everyone running 
for office seeks the mantle of coal savior, or at least defender. 



Kentucky Sen. Mitch McConnell, a Republican up for re-election, chided his Democratic opponent, 
Alison Lundergan Grimes, for accepting money from "anti-coal activists," including a group that worked 
closely with the Obama administration on the regulations. Grimes counters that McConnell and his 
super PAC have taken campaign money from a group whose goals include reducing the number of 
coal-fired power plants in Texas. 

After the new emissions rules were announced June 2, she took out radio and newspaper ads to 
criticize Obama's "war on coal." West Virginia senate candidate Natalie Tennant, also a Democrat, 
called the new rules "reckless and unrealistic" during a trip to southern coalfields. She faces 
Republican Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito, who is favored to replace retiring Democrat Jay 
Rockefeller. 

For many, their identity is tied to the industry. 

"My little town is dying. Do you think I'm a fool and going to support somebody that doesn't support 
coal?" said David Kennedy, a Harlan County magistrate, business owner and Grimes supporter. "I had 
a couple of car washes and now I just got one. I depend on these coal miners." 

West Virginia, the second biggest coal producer nationally after Wyoming, watched its production drop 
to 129.5 million tons in 2012, a 22 percent dive over four years. As of last year, about 20,000 people 
work in West Virginia coal mining. 

Only 29 of Kentucky's 120 counties mine coal, and production dropped 16 percent in 2012 to 91.4 
million tons, the lowest level since 1965. 

A bipartisan national majority of Americans support limiting greenhouse gas emissions, which scientists 
blame for climate change, according to a Washington Post/ ABC News poll released Monday. 

Fifty-seven percent of Republicans and 79 percent of Democrats support state-level limits on 
greenhouse gas emissions, and 70 percent of all Americans say the federal government should limit 
greenhouse gases from power plants. 

Grimes' campaign keeps a close eye on the news, looking for opportunities to laud her coal stance. 
When Stanford University's president announced the school was divesting its $18 billion endowment of 
stock in coal companies, Grimes wrote him a letter saying the decision would "push tens of thousands 
of one's own countrymen to the brink of poverty, and perhaps beyond." 

McConnell's biggest trump card may be Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, who famously said "coal 
makes us sick." Reid had scheduled a fundraiser for Grimes recently. 

Capito's camp also wants to capitalize on a Reid connection, noting that Tennant received a $10,000 
check from Reid's political committee. 

Bill Bissett, executive director of the Kentucky Coal Association, said likely the only thing that would 
ease his members' concerns is if Grimes said she would not vote for Reid to be majority leader if she 
was elected. 

"Being affiliated with Leader Reid is a concern, is a serious concern," Bissett said. 

Grimes hasn't made clear whether she would vote for Reid for a leadership position. 



McConnell, who is from Louisville, has carefully cultivated his relationship with the predominantly rural 
industry, from supportive speeches on the floor of the Senate to frequent appearances at pro-coal 
rallies back home. His campaign and political action committee have collected $271,500 in 
contributions from mining groups this year, according to the campaign finance tracker Center for 
Responsive Politics. 

Capito has the West Virginia Coal Association's endorsement and has hauled in $264,100 from mining 
interests, about 26 times more than Tennant, the center's data show. 

Longtime Democratic U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall faces the toughest West Virginia test on coal, even though 
he has collected coal industry checks. 

The 19th-term congressman blasted the EPA last week, telling the state attorney general to tack his 
name on any lawsuit against the rule. 

His race with Republican Evan Jenkins has been bombarded by millions of dollars in outside cash, with 
the Koch brothers-backed Americans for Prosperity painting Rahall as anti-coal. 

Republican groups have also blasted Rahall for receiving support from a left-leaning super PAC, which 
has donors who are carbon-capping advocates. Rahall argues the billionaire Koch brothers are out of 
touch with down-home West Virginians. 

___ 

Mattise reported from Charleston, W.Va. Associated Press reporter Charles Babington contributed 
from Washington. 

 

June 9, 2014 

(2) 
GREENBRIER CO. (WVVA) - A man is sentenced to one to five years in jail after he was 
caught in a home with a meth lab.  
Richard Barker pled guilty to conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine.  
He was arrested in September 2013 at a home in Rainelle with three other individuals. Inside, 
police say they found the materials to make meth.  
Barker's sentence will run concurrent to a sentence he is already serving in raleigh county for 
grand larceny and felony destruction of property. 

 

GREENBRIER CO. (WVVA) - Joseph Thomas, 25, of Rupert, WV has plead guilty to 
operating a meth lab.  

Today, Judge James Rowe deferred Thomas' final sentencing pending a 60-day evaluation.  

He was arrested in May 2013 when he was found in a home with a meth lab.  

Thomas admitted in court that he was making the drug, but says it was only for personal use.  

His lawyer, Doug Arbuckle, says he has no prior drug charges, however, he is a graduate of 
the Youthful Offender Program for a robbery. 



 

(8) 

CHARLESTON, W.Va (PRESS RELEASE)– Former Mingo County circuit judge Michael 
Thornsbury was sentenced today to four years and two months in federal prison, United 
States Attorney Booth Goodwin announced.  

The sentence comes after Thornsbury admitted his role in a conspiracy to coerce a local drug 
defendant, George White, into firing his defense counsel.  

According to Thornsbury, he and other Mingo officials, including former county commissioner 
David Baisden, former prosecuting attorney Michael Sparks, and former sheriff Eugene Crum, 
learned that White was prepared to testify that then-Sheriff Crum had illegally received 
prescription pain medication and obtained unlawful campaign contributions.  

In order to protect Crum from the impact of White’s allegations, including possible federal 
investigation, Thornsbury, Baisden, Sparks, Crum, and others conspired to pressure White 
into firing his defense attorney and replacing him with another attorney handpicked by the 
conspirators. After switching lawyers, White dropped his allegations against Crum and was 
sentenced to up to fifteen years in state prison.  

"Mr. Thornsbury's conduct was shocking and appalling,” said U.S. Attorney Goodwin. “It was 
worthy of a stiff sentence. I’d like to see this whole episode be a call to action for all of us to 
make sure that this ‘Boss Hogg’ style of politics is a thing of the past—because it simply can’t 
be a part of our future."  

In August 2013, a federal grand jury also charged Thornsbury with conspiring to frame the 
husband of a woman with whom he was in a romantic relationship. In imposing today’s 
sentence, United States District Judge Thomas E. Johnston compared Thornsbury’s abuses of 
office to the actions of a Third World dictator.  

With Monday’s sentence, Thornsbury becomes the third former Mingo official sent to federal 
prison in a wide-ranging federal corruption probe. He joins Baisden, sentenced in January to 
20 months’ imprisonment, and former Mingo County chief magistrate Dallas Toler, sentenced 
in March to 27 months in prison.  

All three officials resigned their offices after being charged with federal crimes. Sparks, the 
fourth official charged in the investigation, has also resigned as a result of the charge against 
him and is scheduled to be sentenced July 7, 2014.  

The investigation of corruption in Mingo County is being conducted by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the West Virginia State Police. Counsel to the United States Attorney Steven 
R. Ruby and Assistant United States Attorney C. Haley Bunn are in charge of the 
prosecutions. 

June 11, 2014 

(2) 

GREENBRIER COUNTY (WVVA) - A drug roundup in Greenbrier County takes more than 20 
people off the streets after 40 indictments passed through the grand jury on Tuesday, June 
10. 



Once nighttime came, sheriff's deputies along with state and local police hit the streets. About 
23 men and women have been brought in so far, mostly for delivery of controlled substances 
like oxycodone, hydrocodone, and heroin. 

Sheriff Jan Cahill says distribution of prescription drugs is a problem that continues to run 
rampant. "Greenbrier Valley is no different than anywhere else in the state. It seems like that's 
been the primary problem from a law enforcement perspective for the last couple of years." 

Names of the people caught and those still at large are not being released yet. The grand jury 
continues today. 
 
 

FAYETTE COUNTY (WVVA) - A Fayette County couple has been charged with the deaths of their two 
infants after an investigation reveals the children were suffocated while sleeping with their parents. 
 
Kyle Ralph Penson, 27, and Ashley Nicole Penson, 24, both of the Hilltop area, turned themselves in to 
authorities Wednesday morning after being notified Tuesday of warrants being issued for their arrests. 
Both have been charged with child neglect resulting in death. 
 
According to our previous report, the children -- ages three months and one year -- were found 
unresponsive in their home on the morning of March 11. The children were transported to a nearby 
hospital where they were pronounced dead. 
 
A "comprehensive and thorough" pathological examination was performed by the state medical 
examiner's office following the deaths. The results were returned on Monday. 
 
According to a news release from the Fayette County Sheriff's Office, both suspects admitted to 
consuming alcohol and/or drugs on the night preceding the children's deaths. The two then went to 
sleep in the living room floor of their home with all three of their children. The sheriff's department 
investigation has determined that the victims apparently died due to "parental overlay" during the 
nighttime hours. 
 
“Co-sleeping -- the act of parents sleeping in the same bed with young infant children -- poses a 
significant risk of death to these young children,” Sheriff Steve Kessler said in a news release. “It is 
very easy for an adult to roll over in his or her sleep and restrict an infant’s breathing. This can result in 
death very quickly." 
 
"According to the criminal complaint, both parents admitted that they consumed alcohol and/or drugs 
before lying down in the floor to sleep with these young children. This significantly increased the risk 
factor for these children, as the chemically-enhanced stupor of the parents made it less likely that they 
would have been awakened by the distress of these infants as their oxygen supply was reduced 
through parental overlay," Kessler added.  
 
"This is why both parents have been charged with the felony offense of Child Neglect Resulting in 
Death,” he said. 
 
If convicted, the suspects face 3-15 years in prison and a $1,000-$5,000 fine for each charge. The 
couple is not allowed to have contact with their other child, a 4-year-old. 
 
Ashley Penson posted her $25,000 bond. Kyle Penson was sent to Southern Regional Jail in lieu of 
bond.  

June 13, 2014  

(2) 
ATHENS (WVVA) - Mercer County Sheriff's deputies are investigating the theft of copper pipes from a 
county elementary school. 



 
Sr. Dep. D.A. Furchess says approximately 50 feet of copper has been stolen from Athens School 
sometime over the past month. 
 
The discovery was made when crews were performing maintenance on the school's boiler system. 
 
The damage totaled approximately $1,200. A fire extinguisher was also missing from the school. 
 
Police say there was no noticeable tampering to the locks. 
 
Concord University Police are assisting in the investigation. 
 

 
PRINCETON -- A string of disturbing break-ins has a Mercer County community worried. 
 
Deputies say two homes and at least six cars were broken into early Thursday morning on Partridge 
Drive in the Quail Valley Subdivision in Princeton. 
 
One woman tells WVVA that the burglar came into her bedroom while she slept and took several items 
from her bedside. 
 
She did not want to be identified, but said this is a traumatic realization that makes her feel unsafe and 
invaded. 
 
Her neighbors, too, are shocked. 
 
"It's terrifying to know something like that is happening so close," said Mike Flanigan. "I know if I'm not 
here I worry about my kids and wife. It's just one thing people have to do. They have to secure their 
property." 
 
The break-in victim said she plans to do that by putting in a security system. 
 
Deputy J.D. Ellison tells us there is only one suspect at this time, but the investigation is ongoing. 

June 15, 2014  

(2) 
FALLS MILLS (WVVA) -- A man is charged with multiple felonies for breaking into a Tazewell County 
business. 
 
Joshua Sigman is accused of breaking and entering, grand larceny and larceny of a firearm, among 
other charges, according to Tazewell County authorities. 
 
Police say the charges are in connection with a situation that happened overnight last Sunday into 
Monday at Excel Tool Inc. in Falls Mills, Va.  

June 16, 2014 

(2) 
PRINCETON (WVVA) - The man guilty of attempting to run over a police officer will spend three to 15 
years behind bars. 

47-year-old Richard Anthony Hart previously pled guilty to the attempted murder of Corporal P. H. 
Shrewsbury of the West Virginia State Police after prosecutors say he attempted to hit the trooper with 
his vehicle in the Spanishburg area last October.  

The trooper was not significantly injured, and fired at Hart to slow his vehicle down. 



Hart told the court he faces drug and alcohol addiction, which affected him at the time of the crime. 

Judge William Sadler advised him to give up this lifestyle once he gets out of jail. 

"This life of running and committing crimes-- look where it's landed you. So my advice to you is when 
you get back out, retire. give up the drugs, give up the alcohol, give up the life of crime," Sadler said. 

Hart must also undergo drug treatment as part of his sentence. 

June 18, 2014 

(2) 
BECKLEY, WV (NEWS RELEASE) - Members of the UE Local 170 West Virginia Public Workers 
Union will stage an informational picket near the entrance to the Raleigh County garage of the state 
Division of Highways on Thursday, June 19, to protest the use of non-emergency overtime.  
 
Highway workers are subject to mandatory overtime for emergency conditions, such as clearing roads 
of snow and ice. The Raleigh County DOH, however, has recently begun requiring road crews to work 
weekends and additional hours for non-emergency road maintenance. 
 
DOH is using disciplinary action towards employees unable to put in more than 40 hours a week, which 
is the federal legal standard for full time work. This move comes despite numerous rulings by the state 
grievance board that highway workers have the right to refuse overtime in the absence of declared and 
weather-related emergencies. 
 
The informational picket will begin at 5:30 pm at the entrance to Market Road near the DOH garage at 
4303 Robert C. Byrd Drive in Beckley. Local 170 members from the area office of the Department of 
Health and Human Resources and Jackie Withrow Hospital will join the Highway workers.  

June 21, 2014 

(2, 8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrisey is warning residents 
about a flood of counterfeit $10 bills. 
 
Morrisey says a Charleston bank recently alerted his office to a large number of bogus bills being 
passed at stores in the area. He says the bills all have the serial number IL 31448733B. 
 
The U.S. Secret Service says anyone who receives a counterfeit bill should try to note the description 
of the person passing it as well as any relevant license plate number. The recipient should then write 
his or her initials and the date in the white border area of the bill, place it in an envelope and turn it over 
to police or the Secret Service. 

 

 

Network Programming 
 

 

 

 
 



In addition to our locally produced programming specifically designed to respond to the 
problems and needs of our viewing area, network programs often cover issues relating to 
our local problems and needs. 
The following are selected episodes of regular problems and specials, which, in our 
judgment, contribute to serving the problems and needs of our community.  Highlights of 
topics and issues televised this quarter are detailed. 
 

 

 

TODAY SHOW 
Monday-Friday  7:00-11:00 am (240 minutes) 
Saturday   7:00-9:00 am (120 minutes) 
Sunday   8:00-9:00 am (60 minutes) 

 
 

Nightly News 
Monday-Friday  6:30-7:00 pm (30 minutes) 

 
 

DATELINE 

Friday                               9:00-9:30 (60 minutes) 

 

MEET THE PRESS 
Sunday           11:00-12:00 (60 minutes) 

  

THE DOCTORS 
Monday-Friday           4:00-5:00 pm (60 minutes) 
 

 

DR. PHIL 
Monday-Friday  3:00-4:00 pm (60 minutes) 
 

The Daily Buzz (EVVA) 
Monday-Friday                6:00-7:30 am (90 minutes)  

 
 

 

 



Short Form Programming 
 

 

 

Short Form Programming provides an opportunity to local organizations to get their 
message out to the community. We produced ten to thirty second commercials for 
anything from job fairs, to tips for a healthier life, even finding the right doctor for you 
in our area. We also support our local foundations that raise awareness for childhood 
cancer, breast cancer, babies born premature, and any health concerns affecting our local 
area. WVVA also organizes its own events, like urging people in our community to work 
towards a healthier lifestyle, while producing segments that help take fugitives of the 
streets, and recognizing veterans and active military personnel that have fought or are 
fighting for our country. 

 

 

 

Special Services Provided for Community 
 

 

 

 

 
CLOSED CAPTIONING 

 
During the quarter, WVVA-TV Closed Captioning regularly scheduled newscasts per 
day Monday-Friday 5:30 am, Monday-Friday 7:25 am, 7:55 am, 8:25 am, 8:55 am; 
Mon.-Fri. 6:00 pm; Mon.-Sun. 11:00 pm.  This allows hearing-impaired viewers, with 
the proper decoding devices, the opportunity to read, in printed text form, on the bottom 
of their television screen, the information presented on the audio portion of the news 
broadcast.  WVVA-TV offers this area’s only closed Captioning local news 
programming. 
 

 

 


