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Quarterly Listing of Problems and Needs 

 
 

1. BUSINESS:  Need for jobs; tourism; industry; downtown revitalization; 
compensation; availability of liability insurance; more regional cooperation. 

2. PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH AND WELFARE:  Strengthening of family 
unit, support for single parent families; child abuse; spouse abuse; sexual 
abuse; religion; need for resources for elderly; transportation and housing for 
poor and elderly; more problems for the elderly; needs for disadvantaged; 
nurses, doctors, and dentists; problems of alcohol and drug abuse; racial 
problems; lack of opportunities for blacks; charities. 

3. EDUCATION:  Need for upgrading of system and high educational 
standards; more money and support of system; education for non-traditional 
students; post-graduate educational opportunities; retaining and acquisition 
of new job skills; adaptation to high technology; more parental involvement. 

4. ORGANIZATIONS OF AND FOR YOUTH:  Problems of juvenile 
delinquency; lack of activities; drug and alcohol abuse; need for more jobs; 
teenage pregnancy; letter teen center; better communications and awareness 
of services available. 

5. RECREATION:  Need for more and improved facilities; more cultural 
programs.  Community activities, more sports programs, playgrounds, etc. 

6. ELDERLY:  Services for elderly; seniors living with dignity; senior 
activities and facilities; transportation and housing for poor and elderly; 
senior nutrition. 

7. LABOR:  Lack of job opportunities; unemployment rate in WV; more 
upward mobility in jobs; job training. 

8. GOVERNMENT:  Need for adequate housing for poor and elderly; strong 
community leadership; community pride; increase/decrease population; more 
blacks in political community; long range community planning; community 
clean-ups; better enforcement of minimum housing codes; city-wide effort 
alcohol and drug abuse. 

9. ENVIRONMENT:  Problems of hazardous waste; weapons proliferation; 
nuclear energy; soil erosion; flooding; need for preservation of environment; 
conservation and recycling; pollution control. 

  10. TRANSPORTATION:  Need for better highways, including interstate,          
rail services, maintaining air service, retain bus routes, city street repairs. 

 



Locally Produced Programming 
 

 

 
 

Station WVVA-TV programs to the ascertained problems and needs through a variety of 
programming vehicles.  Being heavily community-oriented and interested in community 
problems and issues, the licensee devotes a very considerable amount of its news time to 
the coverage of significant problems, needs and issues facing the community.  WVVA-
TV has produced and broadcast the following programming material in response to the 
problems and needs of our viewing area. 
 

IN FOCUS 
 

Sunday  9:00-9:30 am (30 minutes) 
If no network programming, repeat 12:00-12:30 pm (30 minutes) 
 
In Focus is a public affairs program of WVVA TELEVISION, INC. that airs twice 
weekly.  The first telecast is on Sunday, 9:00 am, with a repeat the same Sunday at noon 
(if no network programming.)  This program provides discussion of local, state and 
national issues affecting our audience. 
 
7/6/14 
Guest: Dr. Rodriguez 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
Subject: Weight loss struggle, Obesity Rate, Diabetes 
 
7/13/14 
Guests: Kristen Adkins, Megan Weatherford 
Moderator: Courtney Clark 
Subject: Homeschooling, Rewarding and difficult 
 
7/20/14 
Guests: Pam Meade and Claudia Blankenship  
Moderator: Greg Carter 
Subject: Summerfest in Tazewell, Chamber of Commerce 
 
7/27/14 
Guest: Gabrielle Massie 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
Subject: Martha Graham, Dance, Artistic Director  
 
8/3/14 
Guest: Russ Hatfield, Craig Hammond 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
Subject: Bluefield Business Climate 
 
8/10/14 



Guest: John Jordan, Brandon Hawley 
Moderator: Courtney Clark 
Subject: Beckley Day of Hope  
 
8/24/14 
Guest: Jill Moorefield 
Moderator: Courtney Clark 
Subject: Raleigh County Events, Appalachian Festival 
 
8/31/14 
Guest: Emmett Pugh, Lisa Word 
Moderator: Courtney Clark 
Subject: Beckley Area Foundation  
 
9/7/14 
Guest: Steven Stefancic 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
Subject: Healthcare issues in our Region 
 
9/14/14 
Guest: Linda Hudson Hoagland  
Moderator: Greg Carter 
Subject: Local Author 
 
9/21/14 
Guest: Peyton Cline, Beth Louthan 
Moderator: Courtney Clark 
Subject: Women’s Health 

 
 

NEWSCHANNEL 6 
 

Monday – Friday 5:30 - 7:00 am (90 minutes)  
Monday – Friday 5:00 - 5:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 6:00 - 6:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 11:00 - 11:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Saturday – Sunday  11:00 - 11:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday - Friday (EVVA) 10:00 – 10:30 pm (30 minutes) 
 
WVVA News at 6 provides the most up-to-date information in the two Virginias with 
periodic in-depth background stories that deal with the problems and important issues of 
the communities we serve. Detail includes date telecast, length of in-depth story, number 
of specific problem or need, and topic.  In most cases, the story was aired on both the 
6:00 and 11:00 pm newscasts. 
 
July 1, 2014 
(1) 
BECKLEY, W.Va. (AP) -- A water project in Mercer County has received a federal loan and a grant totaling 
more than $17 million. 
The Green Valley-Glenwood Public Service District will use the funding to upgrade its water system and to 
extend public water service to more than two dozen households. 



The funding from the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Rural Development includes a nearly $16 million low-
interest loan and a grant of more than $1 million. 
U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall announced the funding on Monday in a news release. 
 
July 2, 2014 
(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Revenue Secretary Bob Kiss says a freeze on state government hiring will 
remain in effect indefinitely. 
 
The mid-fiscal year freeze ordered by Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin affects all non-essential state positions. 

Kiss told media outlets Wednesday that the freeze saved the state an estimated $33 million in the previous fiscal 
year's second half. The freeze helped the state avoid ending the fiscal year in the red. 
 
Kiss says the state began the new fiscal year Tuesday with a $3 million general revenue surplus. The surplus 
could grow to $40 million by the end of July due to better tax collections in June, excess money that agencies 
might not have spent and extra lottery funds 

July 3, 2014 

(2) 
HINTON, W. Va (WVVA) -- Summers County cancer survivors and friends with the Kroger Team for Hope are 
raising money for the American Cancer Society, Independence-Day-style.  
 
Wednesday and Thursday, they served up 4th of July favorites, like hot dogs and chili, outside the Hinton 
Kroger. All proceeds benefit cancer research.  
 
A worthy cause, says organizer and Johnny Jones.  
 
"There's an awful lot of cancer going around," he said, "and I think that everybody realizes we need better 
treatments and hopefully one day, to find a cure." 
 
Volunteers say they chose this week for the fundraiser because it is traditionally a busy time at the local grocery 
store. It's their goal to show those still struggling with the disease that they are not alone, using this big display of 
community support. 
 
"I'm ten and a half years cancer free right now, breast cancer," said Caryll Lilly, a volunteer for the event. "It's 
always been very special to my heart, yes, to help any way I can with this." 
 
Wednesday Jones says the group made nearly $3500 dollars selling corn, hot dogs, even pastries. Thursday he 
hoped they would raise even more. 
 

July 4, 2014 

(2) 
BLUEFIELD (WVVA) - Police are searching for a suspect after an armed robbery at the K-mart in Bluefield 
 
Detective K. L. Adams with the Bluefield Police Department says the man pictured at left, described as a heavy-
set white male around 6 feet tall and weighing approximately 200-240 pounds. Cameras at the store caught him 
wearing a ski mask, robbing the pharmacy around 6:45 PM Thursday. 
 
Adams says the man walked into K-mart, presented a pharmacist with a note stating he had a gun, and demanded 
oxycodone. 
 
Shortly after, he fled the store with nearly 300 pills, heading toward Bluefield on Cumberland Road in a white 4-
door SUV. Adams tells us it could be a Jeep Liberty or Wrangler, with a spare tire on the back with a black cover 
over it. 
 



Each one of the pills has an estimated street value of thirty to ninety dollars. Adams estimates their total value to 
be around $9000. 
 
If you have information that can assist them in making an arrest, call the Bluefield Police Department. 
 
July 7, 2014 

(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- CVS Pharmacy is no longer selling some cold medications that contain 
pseudoephedrine at its stores in West Virginia. 

The sales ban applies to medications that have pseudoephedrine as their only active ingredient. 

Pseudoephedrine also is used to illegally manufacture methamphetamine. 

The company has 50 stores in West Virginia. CVS spokesman Mike DeAngelis tells the Charleston Gazette that 
the sales ban also is in effect at 40 stores in neighboring states that are within 15 miles of the West Virginia 
border. 

Ride Aid and Fruth Pharmacy stopped selling single-ingredient pseudoephedrine medications in West Virginia 
last year. 

The newspaper says Walgreen's notified U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin's office last week that it plans to stop such sales 
in the state. 

Police have seized 207 meth labs across the state this year. 

July 8, 2014 

(2) 
CHARLESTON -- A Mercer County man is sentenced on federal child pornography charges. 

Johnny Richard Rowe, 61, of Bluewell, will spend eight years and a month in prison. He pleaded guilty back in 
January to possessing child porn. An investigation by the West Virginia Internet Crimes Against Children Task 
Force revealed that Rowe possessed 728 images and 14 videos of child porn. The images depict prepubescent 
minors and minors engaged in sexual acts. 

The child pornography was discovered on Rowe's computer and on a flash drive at his home. The investigation 
also revealed that he received and shared child porn by using a file sharing network that allows users to download 
files from other people's computers around the world.  

Rowe's sentence was handed down Tuesday by Senior U.S. District Judge David Faber. 

July 8, 2014 

(2) 

GLEN DANIEL (WVVA) – A suspect robs a convenience store armed with a knife. 
 
The robbery occurred at the Little General in Glen Daniel around 12:50 a.m. Tuesday when a white male entered 
the store, demanded money and fled on foot toward Surveyor with an undisclosed amount of cash. 
 
Police initiated a K9 track and obtained video surveillance. The Raleigh County Sheriff’s Office is investigating.  
 
No injuries were reported. 



 

July 9, 2014 

(2) 
Michael Harshaw, 38, of Hinton, West Virginia appeared before United States District Judge Irene C. Berger on 
drug charges in federal court in Beckley. 
Harshaw was sentenced to 10 years in prison after pleading guilty to setting up a transaction to distribute five 
oxycodone pills to a police informant in October of 2012. He also admitted that he was in possession of a 
quantity of Xanax pills. Both offenses occurred in Hinton.  

Harshaw received an additional two years in prison for violating the conditions of supervised release in 
connection with a previous federal drug conviction.  
 

July 10, 2014  

(2) 
ABINGDON, Va. (AP) -- A West Virginia woman will spend more than four years in prison for her role in a 
Nigerian wire fraud scheme. 

U.S. Attorney Timothy J. Heaphy says 47-year-old Audrey Elaine Elrod of Bluefield, West Virginia, received a 
52-month sentence this week in federal court in Abingdon. 

Elrod had pleaded guilty in January to structuring transactions to avoid reporting requirements and conspiracy to 
commit wire fraud. 

Heaphy says Elrod received more than $446,000 from victims of the scheme. The money was sent to bank 
accounts she controlled by wire transfers. She structured more than $411,000 in cash transactions in an attempt to 
hide the transactions from the government. 
 

July 11, 2014 

(2) 
WASHINGTON (NEWS RELEASE) – U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall (D-WV) slammed today’s decision by the D.C. 
Circuit Court of Appeals that overturns a previous court decision and upholds EPA’s “Enhanced Coordination 
Process,” which is being used to examine coal mine Section 404 Clean Water Act permit applications. 

“Today’s decision by the Court of Appeals concerning EPA’s ‘Enhanced Coordination Process’ and guidance 
affecting coal mining in Appalachia is completely wrongheaded,” said Rahall. “The Court believes the EPA is 
not treating guidance as binding, but West Virginia coal miners know differently. With new requirements not 
envisioned by the Congress, the so-called ‘enhanced coordination’ is a euphemism for EPA control. EPA has 
created a permitting process with no end, stringing permit applicants along indefinitely, constantly changing the 
permitting goalposts. I stand with our coal miners and will continue to work to block EPA from using this heavy-
handed approach against coal. Today’s decision is not the end of the debate – Congress will have something say.” 
 

July 13, 2014 

(2) 

NITRO, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia authorities say several people fled a Nitro movie theater after one customer 
threatened to shoot another.  

Cpl. B.D. Humphreys of the Kanawha County Sheriff's Office says one witness told him the Friday night incident 
made him think about the 2012 shooting that left 12 dead in an Aurora, Colorado, theater.  

Moviegoers told deputies that a disruptive man threatened to shoot another audience member who told him to be 
quiet. Customers reported the threat to a security guard as they left. 

Employees stopped the movie, Dawn of the Planet of the Apes, while deputies arrested 52-year-old Tod Austin 
Ingram of Cross Lanes. Humphreys says Ingram was unarmed. 



Ingram was being held Saturday on a felony charge of making terroristic threats. It was unclear whether he had a 
lawyer. 

July 13, 2014 

(2) 
BECKLEY (WVVA) -- Another arrest is made in the case of an attack on a Beckley doctor. 

Kimberly Dawn Adkins of Shady Spring was charged was malicious assault on a healthcare worker and 
providing false information to authorities. Adkins was arrested Friday. 

Her fiancé Alvin Ray Williams has also been charged with malicious assault on a healthcare worker. 

The charges date back to an incident that happened July 3 at Access Health. Williams walked into the office and 
asked to speak with a physician. When the physician came out of his office, Williams allegedly attacked him. 

Adkins' preliminary hearing is set for Friday. 
 

July 14, 2014 

(2) 
GRAFTON, W.Va. (AP) -- The National Weather Service has confirmed a tornado touched down in Taylor 
County last week during a summer storm. 

The weather service says the EF1 tornado traveled about four-and-a-half miles and carried winds of up to 100 
miles per hour. 

The tornado damaged two homes, destroyed a carport and uprooted or snapped numerous trees. There were no 
injuries. 

The weather service says the tornado touched down around 3:55 p.m. last Tuesday about 2 miles north of 
Grafton. The twister then traveled northeast. 

Investigators believe the tornado traveled about 3 miles through uninhabited land. Downed trees were seen in this 
area but a survey wasn't conducted because of a lack of roads. 
 

July 15, 2014 

(2) 
GREENBRIER COUNTY (WVVA) - A park ranger notices suspicious items along a lake, which leads to a meth 
bust. 

40-year-old Gary Brooks of Fayette County is being held on a $25,000 bond in Southern Regional Jail. 

He is charged with operating or attempting to operate a clandestine drug lab. 

Chief Deputy Bruce Sloan says the ranger found the items on Sunday at the Pine Run boat launch at Sherwood 
Lake in Greenbrier County. 

The sheriff's department was called in to collect the items to send for testing 
 

July 16, 2014 

(2) 



If you're looking for a new pet, there's no better time. The Greenbrier Humane Society is so full they will soon 
need to start euthanizing to make space. 

The shelter has had an unheard-of five-month stretch of no euthanizations to make room for new intakes -- and 
they hope they can keep that stretch going. 

They are at beyond capacity for cats and kittens -- and very close to capacity for dogs. 

The shelter cannot turn away any animals, so they are begging people to adopt. 

"It's the ugly side of a shelter because when you have no room, they have nowhere to go. So you don't have a 
choice. It's an extremely hard thing and really hurts us and breaks our hearts that we have to do that." 

The humane society is also in dire need of cat and dog food. 

If you are interested in getting a new pet, the shelter is running a half off special all week long. 
 

July 16, 2014 

(2) 
RALEIGH CO, WV - A vehicle was stolen from a gas station on Thursday while the owner was inside paying for 
gas. 
 
A customer of the Little General convenience store in Crab Orchard, WV left her vehicle parked at the gas pump 
while she paid for gas inside, and left her daughter in the vehicle. While she was inside, Keith Hatfield, 25, from 
Pineville, WV and Sebrina Rowe, 27, from Bartley, WV, entered and stole her vehicle. The nine year old girl was 
startled and jumped from the vehicle. Hatfield and Rowe drove off in the victim’s vehicle. 
 
Following the theft, a “Be on the Lookout” for the victim’s vehicle was issued in Raleigh and surrounding 
counties. Later that night, Deputy Tommy Blankenship of the Wyoming County Sheriff’s Department located the 
vehicle in Maben, Wyoming County. Hatfield was operating the vehicle and Rowe was riding in the passenger 
seat. Both were charged with Grand Larceny, Conspiracy, and Assault During the Commission of A Felony. 
Additionally, Hatfield was found to have outstanding warrants for Robbery 2nd Degree, and Felony Escape out 
of Wyoming County. 
 
July 17, 2014 
(2) 
BECKLEY (NEWS RELEASE) – United States Attorney Booth Goodwin announced today that a Beckley-area 
man pled guilty to a drug charge in federal court in Beckley.  
 
Tyrone Amar, age 37, of Crab Orchard, pled guilty to distribution of oxycodone. Amar admitted that in October 
of 2013, he distributed a quantity of oxycodone to a person cooperating with law enforcement authorities. The 
drug deal took place on Cunningham Avenue in Stanaford, Raleigh County, West Virginia.  
 
Amar faces a sentence of up to twenty years and a $1,000,000 fine. This case was investigated by the Beckley 
Raleigh County Drug and Violent Crime Task Force and is being prosecuted under the Beckley Pill Initiative 
directed by the United States Attorney’s Office. 

This case is part of an ongoing effort led by the United States Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of West 
Virginia to combat the illicit sale and misuse of prescription drugs and heroin. The U.S. Attorney’s Office, joined 
by federal, state and local law enforcement agencies, is committed to aggressively pursuing and shutting down 
illegal pill trafficking, eliminating open air drug markets, and curtailing the spread of pills and heroin in 
communities across the Southern District. 



United States District Court Judge Irene C. Berger set Amar’s sentencing for November 6, 2014. 
 

July 17, 2014 

(2) 
WELCH, W. Va (WVVA)-- 8 McDowell County employees lost their jobs last May, and the heat is on the 
County Commission to give them back.  

Last May the commission voted to lay off the assistant county administrator, Clif Moore, along with the county's 
public relations director, regional jail coordinator, grant contract administrator, two house keepers and two 
maintenance workers. 

The commission originally blamed the layoffs on a lack of funding, but more money is coming into the budget 
after a coal company paid its owed back taxes. Because of this new development, Commission President Gordon 
Lambert says the group will discuss restoring those lost jobs at their next meeting. 

But the question is, who makes the cut? Commissioners say they may only be able to rehire some of those people.  

"We should be able to take at least half of them back," said Lambert. "Maybe even a little bit more. I don't see us 
being able to take everybody back." 

Thursday, a meeting to discuss who would be chosen was postponed until the commission's scheduled meeting 
next week.  
 
Randall Patton, whose wife Cathy was laid off with the other 7, says he believes it was politically-fueled 
decision. He's not optimistic for his wife's job. 
 
"It's a waiting game," he said, "but we know it will not happen. It will not happen that she will be called back to 
work." 
 
Lambert says there must be a consensus about any re-hires including a formal commission vote.  
 
Their next meeting is July 23 at 4 PM. 
 

July 18, 2014 
(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia environmental officials have ordered a new surface coal mining 
operation near Kanawha State Forest to halt mining. 

The stop-work order is from the Department of Environmental Protection. Inspectors issued an "imminent harm 
cessation order" when they found cracks in a barrier intended to contain runoff in a sediment-control ditch. 

It's also meant to prevent dirt and mud from the site from entering a nearby creek. 

DEP Secretary Randy Huffman told The Charleston Gazette the work stoppage continues "until this gets fixed." 

Keystone Industries was issued a state permit this spring to mine on more than 400 acres. As a condition of the 
permit, Keystone agreed not to use state forest roads for access, coal hauling or other mining-related activity 

Several environmental groups have opposed the mining operation. 
 
July 30, 2014 



(2, 8) 
Fayette Co. (WVVA) -Department of Health and Human Resource workers picket outside the agency’s office in 
Fayette County. 

They're trying to raise awareness over what they're calling impossible caseloads. 

In 2013, they say state leaders commissioned a study to determine an appropriate caseload and found that 400 
could be successfully managed by one person. 

Wednesday, Gloria Adkins says workers are juggling an average of 900. She says it's putting children and the 
elderly at risk. 

"It's a viscous cycle. They say that they don't have money to hire people, but then we have to rush through cases 
and get some of them wrong. Then the Feds see that and our rates go up, and the potential for sanctions goes up. 
It is counterproductive,” says DHHR worker Gloria Adkins. 

A union representative at the picket wonders why recommendations by the state have yet to be implemented by 
the agency. 

7/31/2014 

(2) 

PRINCETON, WV- As the new school year approaches, many employees of Mercer County Schools have 
worked diligently to prepare for the opening of our schools. From the service personnel to the superintendent, we 
have all worked together to ensure that the August 7, 2014, opening day of school for students flows smoothly. 
Our service personnel department had an enormous job in preparing our buildings for our students. From 
cleaning rooms to waxing floors to maintaining and servicing the heating and cooling systems, these hard-
working individuals have definitely been busy. Additionally, our maintenance department has also been busy 
making repairs. Elementary teachers across the county have been focusing on ways to implement West Virginia’s 
Next Generation Standards. They have worked on pacing guides which detail guidelines for meeting these state 
standards. The fourth and fifth grade teachers have been unpacking the standards in an attempt to analyze and 
evaluate ways to implement and integrate reading in all subject content areas. Furthermore, elementary teachers 
have been attending RESA I trainings which focused on the integration of technology with math. The workshop 
presented methodologies for including cooperative learning activities within the core content areas. Secondary 
teachers and principals as well as county administrators have attended workshops and conferences at the state 
and national level in an effort to transition to the Next Generation Standards. Several of our Advanced Placement 
(AP) teachers spent a week in Charleston, West Virginia, learning about the rigors of teaching advanced English, 
Math, History, and Science courses. In July, teachers, assistant principals, principals and MCBOE administrators 
attended a week-long conference hosted by Southern Regional Education Board (SREB). One of the major 
focuses of this conference was to teach educators how to compose creative units. These units also include 
activities where students read informational texts and where they compose written products. Some of the sessions 
at the conference presented ideas on how to address the needs of all students, how to enhance the quality of 
teaching and learning, and how to ensure that students are reading informational literature in all disciplines. 
Additional staff development trainings are planned for all Mercer County Schools’ employees on August 4th and 
5th. These trainings include presentations by Dr. Deborah Akers and other guest speakers, information on policy 
changes, and instruction on how to write creative unit plans. We are excited about the start of a new school year, 
and we are confident that the students of Mercer County will have every opportunity to have a fantastic year. 

7/31/14 

(2) 

BECKLEY, W. VA. (WVVA) –A former prison guard is sentenced to ten months in prison for abusive sexual 
contact with a female inmate. 



 
Jeffrey Walton, 48, of Ronceverte has admitted to touching the breasts of an inmate at the Federal Prison Camp 
in Alderson in May or June of 2013. At the time, Walton was acting as the inmate’s work supervisor. The case 
was investigated by the Federal Bureau of Prisons and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
 
Walton entered a guilty plea back April 2014 in federal court in Beckley. 

7/31/14 

(2) 
NEWS RELEASE – Eight operating affiliates of Alpha Natural Resources, Inc. (NYSE: ANR) have notified their 
employees late Thursday afternoon that the coal mines and other facilities where they work are subject to being 
idled due to sustained weak market conditions and government regulations that have challenged the entire Central 
Appalachian mining industry. 

In accordance with requirements of the Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification (WARN) Act, notice has 
been given today to approximately 1,100 employees at 11 Alpha affiliated surface mines in West Virginia, as 
well as preparation plants and other support operations, advising them of the expected idling of those facilities 
based on Alpha’s current assessment of market conditions. The operations affected are: 

Highland Mining’s Superior, Reylas, Freeze Fork and Trace Fork surface mines in Logan County and the North 
surface mine in Mingo and Logan Counties Black Castle Mining’s surface mine in Boone County Independence 
Coal’s Twilight surface mine in Boone County Alex Energy’s Edwight surface mine in Raleigh County Republic 
Energy’s Republic and Workman Creek surface mines in Raleigh County Pioneer Fuel’s Ewing Fork #1 surface 
mine in Kanawha and Fayette Counties Additional technical and other support services for these mine operations. 
While no reductions in force are occurring immediately at these sites, they are currently planned to take place by 
mid-October. 

These actions are being triggered by persistent weakness in U.S. and overseas coal demand and depressed price 
levels, along with government regulations that are causing electric utilities to close coal-fired power plants and 
forego new construction. Excess supply of coal worldwide also has contributed to falling coal prices. The 
international price of coal shipped to power plants in Europe has been hovering at a four-year low, while prices 
for metallurgical coal used to make steel have declined more than 20 percent in less than a year, reflective of 
oversupplied markets. 

Industry forecasts for 2015 indicate that coal production from Central Appalachia will be less than half the 
region’s output in 2009. A major contributor to the demand erosion has been competition from natural gas as an 
alternate fuel for electricity generation in the US, along with competition from other coal producing basins. 
Additionally, EPA regulations are at least partly responsible for more than 360 coal-fired electric generating units 
in the U.S. closing or switching to natural gas. Nearly one of every five existing coal-fired power plants is closing 
or converting to other fuel sources, and Central Appalachian coal has been the biggest loser from EPA’s actions. 
EPA’s new MATS air emissions rule alone is expected to take more coal-fired power generation offline next year 
than in the previous three years combined. Much of that is in markets historically supplied by Central 
Appalachian mines. 

Alpha’s President Paul Vining said: “Many mines in the region have done a great job finding ways to reduce 
costs and remain economically viable in this unprecedented business climate, but some Central Appalachia mines 
haven’t been able to keep up with the fast pace at which coal demand has eroded and prices have fallen. So, our 
operations managers have to take a hard and serious examination whether they can sustain a number of mines and 
related operations by finding additional cost reductions and whether the business will be there to support them in 
the year ahead. 



“Over the next two months they will continue to run forecasts for expected customer commitments for next year, 
along with anticipated pricing, and a determination will be made whether the overall economics make sense given 
the cost structures at these operations and the business we expect to secure,” Vining added. 

The mines receiving today’s WARN notifications produced 4.2 million tons of thermal and metallurgical coal 
through the first half of this year. Vining said that both domestic shipments and shipments to Europe from 
Central Appalachia are expected to be cut back significantly, though it was too early to project exactly how much 
annualized production might be taken offline due to today’s announcement. 

“These actions are consistent with steps that we’ve taken in the past to build a smaller but more sustainable 
portfolio of mining assets across our three coal-producing basins,” Vining said. “Altogether we’ve idled about 35 
million tons of coal production in just three years, primarily operations with the highest cash costs. The result has 
been an improved cost structure, which bolsters our competitiveness in the face of challenging market conditions. 

“Our company has faced challenges in the last several years, but this is the most difficult part of the job. Coal 
miners are some of the hardest working, most dedicated people in America. This country would not be where it is 
today without them. As difficult as these decisions have been, they’re essential for our organization in a business 
environment that’s undergone an enormous and fundamental transformation.” 

8/1/14 

(2) 
OAK HILL, W. VA. (WVVA) -A man is jailed after pills, a large amount of cash and several guns were 
confiscated from his home. 

Curtis Treadway, 54, of Oak Hill is charged with possession and delivery of a controlled substance with intent to 
deliver and conspiracy to commit a felony. 

Thursday, drug task force officers made a controlled buy of roxycodone pills at Treadway’s residence. After a 
search warrant was obtained, they found more pills, the firearms and nearly $17, 000 in cash. 

He is currently being held in Southern Regional Jail awaiting arraignment. 

8/2/14 

(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- The announcement by a major U.S. coal company that it plans to lay off 1,100 
coal mine workers has set off a chain reaction of finger pointing in West Virginia. 

Alpha Natural Resources' announcement Thursday coincided with public meetings this week over new federal 
rulings to combat global warming that include limiting carbon emissions from coal-fired power plants. 

Democratic Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin said the state's fears became reality. Several GOP congressional candidates 
heightened attacks on Democratic foes for being in President Barack Obama's party. 

But bigger, systematic challenges facing Appalachian coal have been percolating for years. Cheaper natural gas, 
lousy markets and depleting reserves have hurt the industry. 

The reality is somber in southern West Virginia's coalfields, where many residents know no other way to make a 
living. 

8/4/14 

(2) 
TAZEWELL CO. (WVVA) – A jury recommends life in prison for a man convicted of murder. 



Willard Cook, 36, of Cedar Bluff was found guilty last week in Tazewell County for the November 2013 beating 
death of Tim Mitchell, of Russell County. Mitchell was found inside his car parked outside his own home. The 
two men knew each other but were not related. Cook was arrested a month after the murder. 

The jury trial against Cook ended Thursday, July 31. He was found guilty of first-degree murder, but jurors 
recommended life in prison. Cook will be sentenced on December 15. 

 
8/4/14 
(2) 
MEADOW BRIDGE, WV (WVVA) - Two men are accused of making meth right across the street from an 
elementary school. 

Caleb Amick and Ronnie Gibson have been charged with operating or attempting to operate a clandestine drug 
lab. 

According to West Virginia State Police, they received a tip that Amick was making meth at his home, which 
right across the street from the Meadow Bridge Elementary School. 

When the trooper searched the home, he found items consistent with the "shake and bake" method in Amick's 
room. 

Possible charges of operating a meth lab within 500 feet from a school may be pending. 

8/5/14 

(2, 8) 
GREENBRIER CO. (WVVA) - A program aimed at helping young people involved with drugs and alcohol is 
shutting down one of its locations. 

The Juvenile Drug Court program in Greenbrier County had its last day at the end of June. 

The West Virginia Supreme Court did not renew funding after citing low program population and lack of services 
available to the young offenders. 

Chief Circuit Judge James Rowe says there are other programs the county is now looking into including one that 
would help successful juveniles soar high in the sky. 

"A group of guys who have an airplane and they have gotten some grant money," explains Judge Rowe. "So they 
are offering free flying lessons to those young folks who have agreed to become and stay drug free." 

Judge Rowe says the lack of a juvenile reporting center was one of their biggest struggles. 

The county's highly successful adult program has a center that was just named best in the state. 

 
8/6/14 
(2) 
PRINCETON (WVVA)- The Mercer County Courthouse has reopened.  
 
Deputies sent the bomb threat letter off to the lab to be examined. 
 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PRINCETON (WVVA) -Law enforcement is investigating a reported bomb threat at the Mercer County 
Courthouse. Shortly after 11 a.m. Wednesday, 911 officials urged people not to go near the area. The scene was 
cleared around 11:45 a.m. 
 
The main building at the Mercer County Courthouse will remain closed Wednesday- including offices for Judge 
Derek Swope and Judge William Sadler. All other judicial offices are open.  
 
We'll have more information as it becomes available. 
 
8/9/14 
(2) 
BECKLEY (WVVA) -- A couple is busted for narcotics while children were in their home. 
 
Billy Green and Lisa Fletcher of Cool Ridge are charged with possession of a controlled substance and child 
neglect.  

Authorities say neighbors had been complaining about lots of cars coming and going from their home the last few 
days. West Virginia State Police and Child Protective Services were called in to investigate.  

They found numerous pill bottles with no names on them and used needles throughout the home. 

The two children living there have been removed and put in the temporary custody of their grandmother.  

8/11/14 
(2) 
BLLUEFIELD (WVVA) – A Bluefield man is charged with the robbery of a K-Mart pharmacy. 

Kevin Hoops is accused of taking nearly 300 oxycodone pills from the K-Mart on Cumberland Road back on July 
3. The prescription narcotics have a street value of $9000. 

Detective K.L Adams says,” After speaking with Mr. Hoops he gave a full confession saying that he is the one 
that actually entered the K-Mart and did that-full confession, stating that he wanted pills because his prescription 
had been stolen and he didn't want to get sick because he is addicted to pain pills.” 

The case will be presented to the next Grand Jury. 

8/11/14 

(2) 

MATOAKA (WVVA)- A fire tore through downtown Matoaka on Friday destroying businesses, homes and 
historic landmarks. 
 
Residents such as Ronnie Oakley say, "It's like you try to step forward and it knocks you back two steps 
backwards." For months now Oakley has been working to create jobs and opportunities in the area.  
 
He adds, "Our plan is to step up and help this town as much as we can and build it up to what it was."  
 
Mayor Todd Colonna says it's been refreshing to see the community come together as a whole, but rebuilding the 
city is going to take time and a lot of money.  
 
"At this point we need a grant or some money to clean it up. So at that point we can look at some type of a streets 
cape up the front to still give it the appearance of an old fashioned town that we can work from." 



 
Town leaders are working on ways to get funding. 
 
 
8/12/14 
(2) 
MOUNT HOPE (WVVA) –A Mount Hope woman returns home to find a burglar inside. 

It happened around 8 p.m. Monday night at a residence on West Virginia Street. 

Police say the surprised burglar ran off once discovered. Michael Hudson, 21, was arrested just one street over. 
He is charged with nighttime burglary, fleeing officers, and obstructing. 

Hudson is currently being held in Southern Regional Jail on a $25,000 bond. 

8/12/14 

(2) 
CHARLESTON -- (AP) A coal company announces plans to lay off 280 workers at mines in southern West 
Virginia. 

Coal River Mining and Coal River Processing filed a 60-day layoff notice Tuesday for five mines.  

Four mines would be idled, while one has already been idled. 

The facilities are in Alum Creek and Julian. 

Plant, administrative, warehouse and support personnel also would face layoffs. 

The layoffs are expected sometime in October. 

Officials attributed the layoffs to adverse market conditions. 

8/17/14 
(2) 
FAYETTE COUNTY (NEWS RELEASE) -- The Fayette County Sheriff's Office is investigating a series of 
thefts in the Danese area. Sheriff Steve Kessler released the following information concerning this ongoing 
investigation:  

At approximately 8:00 am this morning the Fayette County 911 Center began receiving calls of vehicles and 
buildings that had been broken into in the area of Loops Road. Upon responding to the scene Deputies found that 
a total of five vehicles had been broken into overnight and approximately $850.00 in cash was stolen from these 
vehicles. The preliminary investigation indicates that none of these vehicles were locked.  

Deputies also learned that an outbuilding and a garage at 2 separate residences on Loops Road were broken into. 
The perpetrator(s) stole several firearms and numerous tools from these buildings, including an air compressor, 
chain saws, and various hand tools. Due to the large quantity of tools and firearms stolen, Deputies believe that 
more than one suspect is involved and that the suspect(s) have access to a truck or large SUV.  

This series of incidents remains under investigation by Deputy M.J. Jarvis of the Fayette County Sheriff's Office. 
Anyone having any information concerning this series of criminal activity is asked to contact Crime Stoppers at 
(304) 255-7867 or the Fayette County 911 Center at (304) 574-3590. You can also submit tips through our 
department Facebook page, "Fayette County Sheriff's Department." 



8/21/14 
(2) 
BECKLEY (WVVA) A Crab Orchard man gets 6 months in federal prison for dealing oxycodone. 

Gene “Butch” James, 44, previously admitted to selling the illegal pain pills to a person cooperating with law 
enforcement. The drug deal took place on Hot Coal Road in Sophia. 

The case was handled by the Beckley Raleigh County Drug and Violent Crime Task Force. 
 
8/21/14 
(2) 
BECKLEY (WVVA) A Beckley man admits to dealing heroin. 

Michael Dow, 44, pled guilty on Thursday in federal court. 

Dow admits to selling the illegal narcotic on March 2 to a person working with law enforcement. The drug deal 
took place on F Street in Beckley. 

The investigation was handled by the Beckley/ Raleigh County Drug and Violent Crime Unit. 

Dow faces up to 20 years in prison and a million dollar fine. He is scheduled to be sentenced on December 4 in 
front of U.S. District Judge Irene C. Berger. 

8/22/14 

(2) 

RAINELLE (WVVA) Police in Rainelle are looking for those responsible for stealing copper all over town. The 
thieves even targeted the town's municipal building. 
 
Copper wiring was cut off of at least seven propane tanks. Police say there could be more victims out there. 
 
If you have any information that may be of some help in this case, contact the Rainelle Police at 304-438-7191. 

8/25/14 

(2) 
MERCER (WVVA) – A house goes up in flames early Monday morning. 
 
Dispatchers say a home on Prosperity School Road caught fire just after one. 
 
The family was home at the time, however, everyone made it out safely. 
 
Multiple fire departments were on the scene. 
 
The cause of the fire is unknown at this time. 

8/26/14 

(2) 
CHARLESTON, WV -  

(News Release) Does your teen take caffeine supplements to stay up late studying for a test? Do your children 
consume energy drinks before a sports game or other after school activities? Although moderate caffeine use is 
generally safe for adults, it is best for children and teens to avoid large amounts of caffeine. 



Caffeine is a stimulant that can be found in a number of products, including coffee, tea, soft drinks, energy 
drinks, energy supplements, and food. Caffeine is used to help make a person more alert and increase their 
energy. However, consuming too much caffeine could cause: nausea, nervousness, restlessness, increased blood 
pressure, abnormal heart beat, and seizures. 

Over recent years, caffeine use has grown in popularity with children and teens. The West Virginia Poison Center 
recommends monitoring children and teen's use of caffeine. Use of more than one type of caffeinated product in 
the same day or use of more than a single serving at a time is especially dangerous. 

Energy drinks—Energy drinks contain high amounts of sugar, caffeine and other ingredients, which may 
naturally contain caffeine. Since energy drinks are not regulated by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 
there is no limit on the amount of caffeine used in them. 

Energy foods—A growing trend is for companies to add caffeine to everyday products. Caffeine can now be 
found in products such as gum, lip balm, candy, snack food, and energy bars. 

Pure caffeine products—Pure caffeine products can be found in tablet, liquid or powder form available for 
purchase without a prescription at stores, gas stations, and over the Internet. Tablet caffeine products are 
typically consumed by themselves. Liquid and powder caffeine products are sold in bulk with instructions to 
measure out a serving and add to drinks such as water, juice, or soda. As the caffeine in these products is 
concentrated, a serving can be a small amount of liquid or powder. This makes it very easy to exceed the single 
serving size recommended. It also makes it easy for children and teens to carry these products in their pocket, 
purse, or backpack. Deaths and serious injury have been reported. 

Energy or weight loss supplements—these products may be overlooked as a product containing caffeine and they 
are consumed by teenagers. In addition, it is not always easy to determine if caffeine is present as the label may 
simply list the plant source of the caffeine without specifically listing caffeine as an ingredient. 

Poisoned? Not sure?—Call the medical experts at the West Virginia Poison Center at 1-800-222-1222. For 
additional caffeine information, please view our “Energy Enhancers” brochure on our website at 
http://www.wvpoisoncenter.org. 

About the West Virginia Poison Center: 

The West Virginia Poison Center provides comprehensive emergency poison information, prevention and 
educational resources to West Virginians 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and 365 days a year. The WVPC is 
staffed by nurses, pharmacists and physicians with special training in treatment of poisonings. Located in 
Charleston, WV, the WVPC is a part of the West Virginia University-Charleston Division. Toll-free:1-800-222-
1222. Website:www.wvpoisoncenter.org. 

8/26/14 

(2) 
A Wyoming County man is arrested on sex charges. 

Jeremy Keith Vance, 25, was picked up Tuesday on two counts of third degree sexual assault, 18 counts of use of 
a minor in filming sexually explicit conduct, and six counts of use of obscene matter with intent to seduce a 
minor. 

The case involved a female juvenile. 

Vance is being held on $250,000 bond. 



The investigation was conducted by the Southern Regional Drug and Violent Crime Task Force and the 
Wyoming County Sheriff's Office. 

8/27/14 

(2) 
WYOMING COUNTY (WVVA) Two men are arrested after breaking into the home of a former Wyoming 
County Commissioner. 

Jeremy Cable, 31, of Pineville and Cody Mills, 31, of Bud were both caught leaving the home of Harold Hayden 
in Maben Tuesday night. 

According to Wyoming County Sheriff Randall Aliff, Hayden pulled into his home at around 9:00 p.m. and 
spotted the two leaving. He was able to then give police a vehicle description that led to a quick arrest. 

Aliff says welders and feeders belonging to Hayden were recovered from the vehicle. 

Both are charged with Daytime Burglary. 

8/27/14 

(2) 
OCEANA, WYOMING CO. (WVVA) Two men were arrested and charged with armed robbery Tuesday. 

Oceana Police Chief Barlow says Joshua Sprouse, 30, and Jesse Sprouse, 49, robbed a man at knife-point on the 
riverbank near Marion Street off Route 10. 

The pair took a small amount of cash and medication. 

They've been charged with first-degree robbery and petit larceny. 

They're in Southern Regional Jail. Bond for both men is set at $50,000 

8/28/14 

(2) 
GREENBRIER COUNTY (WVVA) Two men are accused of assaulting officers in two separate incidents in 
Lewisburg. 
 
According to police, David Trent, 30, was confronted by police for multiple complaints from downtown 
businesses for intoxicated behavior. Trent is also accused of stealing money from one store. During his arrest, 
police say he kicked an officer in the face. 
 
Trent is charged with battery of an officer, breaking and entering without breaking, petty larceny, and 
obstructing. He is being held in Southern Regional Jail on $17,000 bond. 
 
Meanwhile, Jason White, 30, was arrested following an incident in Family Court. According to the Greenbrier 
County Sheriff's Office, White became disruptive during a court hearing and head-butted the bailiff. 
 
He is being held in jail on a $5,000 bond for violating a domestic violence protection order. 
 
The bailiff is expected to file a battery charge. 

8/29/14 



(2) 
CHARLESTON, WV (WVVA) A man accused of beating a Kanawha County man to death before dumping the 
body in Raleigh County has entered a plea to First-Degree Murder. 
 
According to Kanawha County Prosecuting Attorney Mark Plants, Deveron Patterson, 26, of Beckley signed the 
plea agreement on Friday. 
 
Kareen Hunter was reported missing in September 2013. His body was nearly two months later in a shallow 
grave near Beckley. 
 
Miguel Quinones, 36, of Beaver, is also charged with the First-Degree Murder of Kareem Hunter. His trial is 
scheduled for October 27.  
 
Earlier this year, Kelsey Legg, 20, entered a guilty plea to being an Accessory After the Fact to Murder. for 
helping to clean-up the crime scene and hide the body. 

8/29/14 

(2) 
CHARLESTON, WV (WVVA) A man accused of beating a Kanawha County man to death before dumping the 
body in Raleigh County has entered a plea to First-Degree Murder. 
 
According to Kanawha County Prosecuting Attorney Mark Plants, Deveron Patterson, 26, of Beckley signed the 
plea agreement on Friday. 
 
Kareen Hunter was reported missing in September 2013. His body was nearly two months later in a shallow 
grave near Beckley. 
 
Miguel Quinones, 36, of Beaver, is also charged with the First-Degree Murder of Kareem Hunter. His trial is 
scheduled for October 27.  
 
Earlier this year, Kelsey Legg, 20, entered a guilty plea to being an Accessory After the Fact to Murder. for 
helping to clean-up the crime scene and hide the body. 

8/29/14 

(2) 
FAYETTE COUNTY (WVVA) A man is arrested for growing marijuana in his home. 

Herbert Wayne Bowyer, 62, of Lavista is charged with one count of Cultivation of Marijuana. He has been 
released on $20,000 bond. 

According to the Fayette County Sheriff's Officer, law enforcement received a tip on Wednesday that a person in 
the Lavista area was growing a large amount of pot in their home. The residence is located off Route 60. 

When officers arrived at the home, they say Bowyer admitted he was growing a small amount of marijuana 
inside. After consent was granted to search the residence, officers found 26 large pot plants with an estimated 
street value of $65,000. Officers also seized $5000 worth of specialized lighting equipment used to grow plants 
indoors. 

Bowyer was not immediately arrested. He turned himself in on Thursday. 

“This arrest was initiated because a citizen took the time to call in a tip,” says Fayette County Sheriff Steve 
Kessler. 



Officers with the Central West Virginia Drug Task Force assisted in the investigation. 

If you have a tip concerning drug trafficking or cultivation, contact the Fayette County Sheriff's Office at 304-
574-4216 or 304-255-STOP. 

8/31/14 

(2) 
(WVVA) - Robert Goff, 30, of Meadow Bridge is accused of multiple crimes including stealing a truck, breaking 
and entering and fleeing law enforcement within Greenbrier and Summers Counties. 

Deputies say he had help. They're looking for Alexander Riley, 20, and Phillip Riley, 27 -- they say the men 
started a crime spree early this morning...And were caught on camera at J-Rods auto repair shop in Hilldale, WV. 

We got an image of a person walking to the store, they seen the camera, turned and walked away." 

Neighbors of the shop say the men later broke into three garages and sheds nearby. Deputy Timothy Adkins with 
the Summer's County Sheriff's Office says the men stole mostly tools. A witness happened to be nearby. 

"He thought it was suspicious so he called it in and it was suspicious," Adkins says. "I mean they broke into 
several houses in the area." 

He said the witness happened to catch the accused thieves at their next stop, the Country Roads convenience 
store in Pente Springs, WV. 

"Somehow the idea transpired in their minds to hook up a chain to the back of a stolen vehicle to pull an ATM 
out of the front of the building," he explained. 

After running the registration of the stolen car, it came back to a residence in Asbury, near Alderson. From there, 
Adkins called in deputies from Greenbrier County for back up. 

"They saw the truck go by and it matched the description of the boat load and turned around on them, but before 
they even got a chance to light it, they already foot bailed," explained Adkins. 

There they found Goff and arrested him. 

If you know the whereabouts of Alexander Riley or Phillip Riley, call the Summers or Greenbrier County 
Sheriff's Offices. 

Deputy Adkins also says more cases of theft are still coming in. 

If you think you were a victim, call law enforcement. 

8/31/14 

(2) 
GLEN WHITE (WVVA) -  

GLEN WHITE (WVVA)- Joe Collins, 67 of Glen White, WV is facing a felony murder charge after Raleigh 
County Sheriff's Deputies say he shot and killed a man. 



 
According to the criminal complaint it happened early on Sunday morning.  

The victim is Larry Totten. The complaint continues to state that Totten demanded Collins leave his home on 
Glenview Rd. in Glen White. 
Collins left the home, got the gun and then shot Totten. He is being held in Southern Regional Jail. 

9/2/14 

(2) 
Oceana (WVVA) Last year, the town of Oceana was launched into the national headlines after a documentary 
film emphasized a high rate of prescription drug abuse.  

It moved some to take action and town Councilman Jim Cook hopes to put Oceana at the front of the battle, 
starting a new statewide drug paraphernalia ban.  

In June, Cook helped pass a new town ordinance that would make it illegal to have any equipment, product, or 
material used to make or conceal drugs in Oceana. Now, he wants to take the ban statewide to crackdown on 
illegal drugs.  

According to Cook, it would give law enforcement officers like Cpl. Matthew Sluss a critical tool in the war on 
drugs.  
 
"Drug paraphernalia law is going to give us more probable cause. Nine times out of ten you come across someone 
who if they've had anything on them, it's been moved. It gives us a chance to crackdown on these people," said 
Sluss.  

According to Sluss, those convicted of a first offense would face a $500 fine. The fine for a second offense 
would be $1000.  

9/3/14 

(2) 
MERCER COUNTY (WVVA)- Air conditioning is restored at one Mercer County school while two others 
continue classes without it.  

Mercer County Schools Superintendent Dr. Deborah Akers tells WVVA that air conditioning has been restored 
to Montcalm High School as of Wednesday morning, while Bluefield Middle School and Glenwood Middle 
School have little or no air conditioning capability.  

Dr. Akers tells us the issue at Bluefield Middle is related to a problem with an oil pump, and the issue at 
Glenwood Middle is related to a compressor failure.  

No timeframe has been given on when air conditioning will be restored at the two schools, but Dr. Akers stressed 
to us that engineers continue to work to fix the problem. 

Stay with WVVA as we continue to follow this story. 

9/4/14 

(2) 
By LINDSEY TANNER 



AP Medical Writer 

CHICAGO (AP) - Could action-packed TV fare make you fat? That's the implication of a new study that found 
people snacked more watching fast-paced television than viewing a more leisurely paced talk show. 

THE SKINNY: Cornell University researchers randomly assigned almost 100 undergraduates to watch one of 
three 20-minute sessions featuring: "The Island," a 2005 sci-fi thriller starring Scarlett Johansson and Ewan 
McGregor; that same movie but without the sound; or the "Charlie Rose" show, a public television interview 
program. The students were all provided generous amounts of cookies, M&M candies, carrots and grapes. 

During "The Island," students ate on average about 7 ounces (207 grams) of various snack foods, and 354 
calories. That was almost 140 calories more and nearly double the ounces they ate watching interviewer Charlie 
Rose. Watching the movie without sound, they also ate more - almost 100 calories more - compared with Charlie 
Rose. 

THE THEORY: The faster paced TV seemed to distract viewers more, contributing to mindlessness eating, said 
Cornell researcher Aner Tal, the study's lead author. The results suggest that a steady diet of action TV could 
raise risks for packing on pounds. 

LIMITATIONS: The study was small and didn't last long enough to measure any long-term effects on the 
students' weight. It's also possible some viewers would find talk shows or other slower-paced TV more 
distracting and would be more apt to snack more during those shows than when watching action-packed 
programs. 

THE BOTTOM LINE: Tal suggests viewers take steps to prevent mindless snacking, by avoiding or limiting 
high-calorie snacks when watching TV. 

Copyright 2014 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed. 

9/4/14 

(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- A new report by two public health groups shows West Virginia and Mississippi 
have the highest adult obesity rates in the nation. 
The report released Thursday by the Trust for America's Health and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation found 
adult rates at 35.1 percent in both states. 
Colorado continued to be the thinnest state at 21.3 percent. 
The study showed an alarming 20 states topped 30 percent obesity in 2013, up from 12 states in 2010. Nine of the 
10 states with the highest rates are in the South. 
Six states showed significant increases in adult obesity rates. No state showed decreases. 
Trust for America's Health executive director Jeffrey Levi says to reverse the trend; efforts need to start in early 
childhood to promote healthy eating and increased physical activity. 

By JOHN RABY, Associated Press 

9/5/14 

(2) 
RALEIGH COUNTY (WVVA) A man accused of killing his step-father and attempting to kill his mother is 
sentenced in Raleigh County..  

On August 14, Donald Dunn, 24, was found guilty in the May 2013 shooting death of Mark McDermott, 47, and 
attempted murder of Johann McDermott. At that time, a recommendation against Mercy was made by the jury. 



On Friday, Judge John Hutchison affirmed that recommendation, sentencing Dunn to a life in prison without the 
possibility of parole. 

Prior to sentencing, Dunn's defense counsel, David White, made a motion for a new trial, citing several grounds 
for a mistrial, including open deliberation by jury members prior to reading the verdict and his inability to make a 
diminished capacity defense on Dunn's use of synthetic marijuana on the day of the murder. 

But the most riveting part of Dunn's sentencing hearing was when Judge Hutchison allowed Dunn's mother, 
Johanna McDermott, to take the podium and appeal for a new trial. 

She spoke about hardship throughout Dunn's life, deaths in the family, and about the role she believed video 
games played in turning her son from a good boy to a murderer. 

The request for a mistrial was denied and Dunn was sentenced to life in prison without parole, plus an additional 
3-15 years for the attempted murder of his mother. 

Dunn is currently being held in Southern Regional Jail 

9/5/14 

(2) 
PRINCETON (WVVA)- Princeton Police Chief, John Howell is working to implement a drug paraphernalia 
ordinance in the city.  
 
Chief Howell told WVVA on Friday that the ordinance would ban the sale of equipment and items used to 
smoke, inject or ingest drugs. 
 
"If they have a marijuana smoking pipe, unless it has drugs in it there's nothing really we can do with that, but 
with this ordinance that will be against the law then. And we can make an arrest," says Chief Howell. 
 
Princeton Officials will discuss the ordinance on Monday, September 8, 2014 at their city council meeting. There 
are a number of steps that must be taken before the ordinance can be implemented. 
 
Chief Howell says it will take three to four months before it can be put into effect.  

9/5/14 

(2) 
LEWISBURG (WVVA) Two Georgia men are arrested for the alleged sexual assault of a woman in a motel 
room. 

According to the Lewisburg Police Department, officers were called out to the Greenbrier Valley Medical Center 
to investigate a sexual assault complaint by a female patient. The woman, who is from out of state, says she and 
two men she knew were "hanging out" in the parking lot of a motel when she fell and cut her leg. She says the 
two men went to her room to help clean up the wound and that is when she was forcibly sexually assaulted. 

John Jones, 35, and Remus Chester, 28, both from Smyrna, Georgia fled the area. But police caught up with them 
in Spartanburg, South Carolina. They are each charged with 2nd Degree Sexual Assault. They are currently being 
held in a jail in Spartanburg. 

Police in Lewisburg say they pinged Jones and Chester's cell phones to pinpoint their location. 



The case remains under investigation. 

9/7/14 

(2) 
MATOAKA (WVVA) - A community is pulling together after a fire ripped through their historic town.  

Nearly half of downtown Matoaka, WV is still just a pile of bricks after a fire destroyed five buildings last 
month. 

"Little disappointing… heartbroken,” long-time resident Rick Wall told WVVA. “We'll get together and we'll get 
her back in shape." 

Wall was out Sunday morning working to clean up downtown Matoaka. The historic town has been his home for 
the past 26 years. 

He said he's never seen anything like this. "Not this big, no. And I've been on the fire department for seven 
years." 

Travis Colonna is the son of town Mayor Todd Colonna. The family owned many of the buildings that burned. 

“Every day I drive down here and it's tough you know seeing a big hole in downtown,” he said. “Plus we spent a 
lot of work, a lot of blood, a lot of sweat in those buildings, working on them, restoring them. And then it all 
disappeared in an afternoon." 

Colonna says the town isn't dead yet. "We're going to have little ma and pa shops where they can sell antiques or 
jewelry. Bunch of little shops with walk ways in between them. A couple places to eat. Hopefully bring some 
business back to Matoaka." 

The fire also displaced five families. Colonna says the Red Cross found them new places to live and helped them 
get back on their feet. 

Danielle Pettrey is a part of a group called the Silent Angels of Matoaka who started a clothes donation for the 
families. 

"We knew some of the families would be homeless and we knew they would need help. So we did what we could 
to help them." 

The man accused of “accidentally” starting the fire, Brandon Coomes, remains in jail on a $1 million bond. 

9/8/14 

(2, 8) 

WEST VIRGINIA (WVVA)- West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrisey is warning people about IRS 
scammers. 
 
Morrisey says the scam began a few months ago. They took a break and started back again. The callers use scare 
tactics to get people to give them money. 
 
Morrisey says, "People should know that the IRS is not going to pick up the phone and call you. They'll send a 
certified letter your way and explain what your rights and responsibilities are under the law."  



 
If you have any questions or concerns call The Protection Consumer Office. 

9/9/14 

(2) 
DANVILLE, W.Va. (AP) -- Patriot Coal Corp. is warning hundreds of miners at its southern West Virginia 
operations they could be laid off. 
 
The St. Louis coal company says federally required warning notices were issued Tuesday to 360 workers at its 
Corridor G mining complex near Danville. 
 
Patriot spokeswoman Janine Orf said the warnings do not necessarily mean all 360 will be laid off at the end of 
the 60-day period. 
 
Previous layoffs in Danville have already reduced the Patriot workforce there by nearly 100. 
 
In a statement, Patriot President and CEO Bennett K. Hatfield said increasing federal regulations, mild summer 
weather and low natural gas prices have slashed thermal coal prices, in some cases below operating costs at 
Appalachian mines. 
 
The Danville mining complex produced 2.3 million tons of thermal coal in 2013. 

9/9/14 

(2) 
CHARLESTON, WV (WVVA) Governor Earl Ray Tomblin issues a statement after Patriot Coal notifies 
employees of potential layoffs at its Corridor G complex in Boone County. 

The layoffs affected the Hobet 21 Mine and Beth Station preparation plant. 

Tomblin says the announcement is "more tragic news for our miners and their families." Tomblin says the stat is 
committed o providing workforce training, educational opportunities, other assistance when and if the layoff 
occur. 

"We recognize market trends can play a part in these potential closures; however these trends also reflect the 
regulatory environment in which industry must operate. We continue our fight for West Virginia's mining jobs 
and urge the EPA to reconsider its proposed plan and realize the real impact their proposed CO2 rules would 
have on West Virginia miners, their families and our communities." says Tomblin. 

The announce layoffs would affect 360 workers 

9/10/14 

(2) 

BECKLEY, W.Va. – United States Attorney Booth Goodwin announced today that Raymond Edmonds, 43, of 
Beckley, West Virginia pled guilty in federal court in Beckley to distribution of oxycodone. Edmonds admitted 
that on March 18, 2014, he sold oxycodone to a person cooperating with law enforcement authorities. The drug 
deal took place on Burmeister Avenue in Beckley. Edmonds faces a sentence of up to twenty years and a 
$1,000,000 fine. This case was investigated by the Beckley Raleigh County Drug and Violent Crime Task Force 
and is being prosecuted under the Beckley Pill Initiative directed by the United States Attorney's Office. 

This case is also part of an ongoing effort led by the United States Attorney's Office for the Southern District of 
West Virginia to combat the illicit sale and misuse of prescription drugs and heroin. The U.S. Attorney's Office, 



joined by federal, state and local law enforcement agencies, is committed to aggressively pursuing and shutting 
down illegal pill trafficking, eliminating open air drug markets, and curtailing the spread of pills and heroin in 
communities across the Southern District. 

United States District Court Judge Irene C. Berger set the sentencing for January 8, 2015. 

9/12/14 

(2) 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Federal health officials are in Charleston this week discussing options for 
medical monitoring after a January chemical spill contaminated water supplies to 300,000 people. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and state health officials say they are a few weeks to a month 
away from deciding how to track people's long-term health. 
 
The spill spurred a tap-water ban for four to 10 days. 
 
Hundreds of people went to the emergency room in the two weeks after the spill, many after a tap-water ban was 
lifted. Some common symptoms were rashes, nausea, vomiting and itching. 
 
The visit follows up on a July commitment that the National Toxicology Program will spend $750,000 to $1.2 
million on additional studies. Officials say the animal research will take up to a year to complete 

 
9/12/14 
(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- The West Virginia Department of Veterans Assistance secretary says the state 
needs to chip in about $25 million to build a 120-bed veterans nursing home in Raleigh County. 
 
A law passed last legislative session authorized the new facility in Beckley. Secretary Rick Thompson told a state 
legislative panel this week the law didn't provide money to build it. 
 
Thompson said if the state covers 35 percent of construction costs, the federal government will cover the rest. He 
said he doesn't think all the money needs to be available upfront to get on a federal waiting list. 
 
The law allows the agriculture commissioner to transfer 17 acres next to the Jackie Withrow Hospital to Veterans 
Assistance for the new facility. 
 
The only existing state-run veterans’ nursing home is in Clarksburg. 

9/12/14 

(2) GREENBRIER COUNTY (WVVA) A man convicted of selling oxycodone near an elementary school is now 
looking at a life sentence. 

On Thursday, a jury found George Ryder, 48, guilty of selling the drug within 1000 feet of Rupert Elementary 
School. Because he has already been convicted of two other felonies, he is looking at a habitual offenders status 
which carries a life sentence. 

According a Greenbrier County Sheriff's Office, Ryder is also looking at two other charges which are still 
pending in Circuit Court -- another drug charge and for stealing more than $150,000 from a pharmacy. 

Ryder will be arraigned on the habitual offender’s status on September 22. 



9/12/14 

(3) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) - West Virginia's public education system is working toward a tighter focus on 
student academic achievement. 

The state Board of Education on Thursday discussed the possibility of merging some management 
responsibilities in county school districts, in part to help smaller counties that have limited cash and resources. 

According to media outlets, state school board President Gayle Manchin says eight Regional Education Service 
Agencies could assume responsibilities such as payroll and tracking of student attendance. 

A commission formed last year as part of Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin's comprehensive education bill is examining 
ways to make county school systems more efficient. 

Commission chairman and state school board member Tom Campbell says the group's recommendations will 
shift the state's public education focus toward heightening student achievement. The commission plans to meet 
Sept. 30. 

9/16/14 

(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Former narcotics officers are being used at some West Virginia pain clinics to 
screen patients. 
 
The Charleston Gazette reports Hope pain clinics in Beckley, Fairmont and Kanawha City are charging patients 
$150 for an initial screening and $75 for subsequent visits. 
 
Raleigh County-based PPPFD Inc. screens the patients for the three clinics. The business name stands for 
Patients, Physicians, Pharmacists Fighting Diversion. 
 
The screening includes a drug test, background checks and an interview with an officer. Representative Randy 
Shearer says a controlled substance monitoring database is checked to see if patients have been visiting multiple 
clinics for prescription pills. 
 
Shearer told state lawmakers last week that the business is helping curb West Virginia's prescription drug 
problem by reducing the number of pills on the street 

 
9/17/14 
(2, 8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) - Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin says festivals and fairs likely won't suffer in next year's 
budget. 

Tomblin tells the Parkersburg News and Sentinel (http://bit.ly/1u7upJZ ) that his upcoming budget proposal 
would maintain the $1.9 million set aside for fairs and festivals this year. 

Tomblin has said he wants to use $100 million from the state's Rainy Day Fund to cover a projected funding gap 
in the 2016 budget year. 

Unlike the last two years, Tomblin says across-the-board cuts, except for some protected programs, will not be 
part of his 2016 suggestions. 



Tomblin will propose his budget in January at the start of the state's 60-day legislative session. Then lawmakers 
will craft the state budget during session. Tomblin has the ability to veto spending items afterward. 

Information from: News and Sentinel (Parkersburg, W.Va.), http://www.newsandsentinel.com 

9/16/14 

(2) 

BECKLEY (WVVA) -  

(WVVA) Police in Beckley arrest a man operating a 'shake and bake' meth lab in vehicle. 

The arrest happened at 8:05 p.m. Tuesday night at the intersection of Robert C. Byrd Drive and Ellison Avenue. 
Police say during the traffic stop the driver, William Pack, 34, acted extremely nervous. After the officer was 
given consent to search the vehicle, a needle was found. Police say Pack stated it had methamphetamine inside it. 
Pack then told police there was a one liter bottle full of meth in the vehicle ready to sell.  

The officer contacted the fire department and the Southern West Virginia Drug and Violent Crime Task Force. A 
field test of the substance indicated it was methamphetamine. 

Officers also conducted a search at a residence on Fairlawn Avenue in Beckley in reference to possible drug 
activity. They were able to find precursors to a clandestine drug lab to make methamphetamine. 

The investigation is ongoing. 

Pack was arraigned Wednesday morning. His bond is set at $25,000 

9/18/14 

(2) 

BECKLEY (AP) -- West Virginia natural resources police say they have made 11 arrests and seized 190 pounds 
of dry ginseng that was illegally harvested. 
 
The West Virginia Department of Natural Resources estimates the market value of the native herb at $180,000. 
 
The department said Wednesday the arrests followed a year-long investigation in southern West Virginia. 
Besides the ginseng, they said they also seized stolen guns, illegal drugs and $30,000 in cash. 

West Virginia has a ginseng digging season. It begins Sept. 1 and runs through Nov. 30. 

The department says the seized ginseng was harvested before the digging season began. 
 
Ginseng long has been coveted in many Asian cultures because the plant's gnarly, multipronged root is believed 
to have medicinal properties. 
 
Natural resources officials say demand has spurred illegal harvesting. 

9/18/14 



(2) 

FAYETTEVILLE (WVVA) -- A former Fayette County school bus driver is sentenced to 10-20 years in prison. 

Steven "Rick" Malay was convicted of sexual abuse by a person of trust. His original charges stemmed from 
sexual encounters between him and a 14-year-old female who rode his bus, during late 2012 

Malay was taken to Southern Regional Jail following his sentencing on Thursday. 

According to the criminal complaint, the girl told police she had engaged in sexual intercourse with Malay on 
two different dates at her residence in Oak Hill. 

Malay had been the girl's bus driver for approximately five years. 

Malay was suspended from Fayette County Schools in January 2013. He resigned from the position several 
months ago, around the time he entered into a plea agreement. 

9/18/14 

(2) 
BECKLEY, WV– United States Attorney Booth Goodwin announced today that Teruko Miller, 29, of Beckley, 
West Virginia was sentenced today to one year in federal prison for distribution of heroin. Miller previously pled 
guilty in June of 2014, to selling heroin to a person who was cooperating with law enforcement authorities. The 
drug deal took place on Stanaford Road in Beckley, West Virginia.  
 
This case was investigated by the Beckley/Raleigh County Drug and Violent Crime Unit. This case was 
prosecuted as part of an ongoing effort led by the United States Attorney's Office for the Southern District of 
West Virginia to combat the illicit sale and misuse of prescription drugs and heroin. The United States Attorney's 
Office, joined by federal, state and local law enforcement agencies, is committed to aggressively pursuing and 
shutting down illegal pill trafficking, eliminating open air drug markets, and curtailing the spread of opiate 
painkillers and heroin in communities across the Southern District. 
 
Defendant was sentenced by United States District Court Judge Irene C. Berger. 

9/18/14 

(3) 
NEWS RELEASE: 

BLUEFIELD, WV, September 18, 2014: From laughter to tears, the students at Bluefield Middle School (BMS) 
were entertained while being educated by Doug Reavis, a motivational speaker, about the effects of bullying. His 
program on “Anti-bullying” was presented today to all 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students at BMS. Reavis' message 
on “Silent Strength” honors the life of his younger brother who was born with brain damage.  

Reavis relayed to the students through humor and emotions that “positive actions will speak louder than all 
words.” He is a resident of Carroll County, Virginia.  

Mr. Josh Riffe, assistant principal at BMS, says that the administration has been trying to schedule an assembly 
about the effects of bullying for their students for a long time. He said, “Bluefield Middle School is truly honored 
to have Mr. Reavis come and share his message of silent strength in admiration of his brother, Chris.”  

He also echoed the sentiment that he felt Reavis' heartfelt experiences could help students build character while 
thinking about the actions of others as well as their own actions. 



Eighth grade student, Stephanie Miller, said, “I cried during the video. It was very sweet and honoring. It showed 
me how much I should love my family and be respectful and loyal to them.” She went on to say, “It taught me 
about how we should respect special needs people and help them out when they need it. It inspired me. It really 
did.” Stephanie's parents are Stephen and Bobbie Miller of Bluefield, West Virginia. 

The Mercer County Board of Education and Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Deborah Akers, commends the 
efforts of the faculty and staff of Bluefield Middle School for their efforts in addressing this sensitive topic. 

9/19/14 

(2) 

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) - Bear hunting is underway in all or parts of 16 West Virginia counties. 

Hunting with or without dogs began Thursday in those 16 counties and runs through Saturday. The counties open 
fully or partially to bear hunting include Barbour, Braxton, Clay, Grant, Greenbrier, Hardy, Mineral, Monroe, 
Nicholas, Pendleton, Pocahontas, Preston, Randolph, Tucker, Upshur and Webster. 

From Oct. 4 through Oct. 10, counties open for bear hunting with or without dogs are Boone, Fayette, Kanawha 
and Logan. 

Colin Carpenter is the black bear project leader for the West Virginia Division of Natural Resources. He says the 
counties that are open to hunting need additional bears to be bagged to achieve management objectives. 

Carpenter says hard and soft mast crops are more abundant than last year, meaning bears are scattered. 

9/20/14 

(1, 2) 

DETROIT (AP) -  

General Motors is recalling 221,558 Cadillac XTS and Chevrolet Impala sedans because the brake pads can stay 
partially engaged even when they're not needed, increasing the risk of a fire. 

The recall involves Cadillacs from the 2013-2015 model years and Impalas from the 2014 and 2015 model years. 
There are 205,309 vehicles affected in the U.S.; the rest of the vehicles are in Canada and elsewhere. 

GM says the electronic parking brake arm that applies pressure to the back of the brake pads may not fully retract 
after use. If the brake pads stay partially engaged with the rotor, excessive brake heat may result in a fire. 

GM says it knows of no accidents or injuries related to the defect. 

GM will notify owners and repair the vehicles for free. 

9/22/14 

(2) 



BLUEFIELD (WVVA)- Officers with the Bluefield, VA Police Department were called to Walmart around 6:30 
p.m. on Sunday.  
 
According to Officer Josh Asbury, Walmart employees had the shoplifter in their custody while they waited for 
police to arrive. He got away and ran out the side door. 
 
Police searched for the man for a couple of hours. Officer Asbury says a tip led police to his whereabouts. He 
was hiding just across the border in West Virginia. 

9/22/14 

(2) 

WEST VIRGINIA (WVVA)- The West Virginia Attorney General's Office is warning residents about a new 
scam targeting the elderly.  
 
Attorney General Patrick Morrisey says scammers have been calling homes stating that residents must buy burial 
insurance or be fined by the state.  
 
"They're saying that the law just went into effect, because they know people aren't aware of something in the 
past. They're trying to duke people into believing there's something they don't know. So, quickly sign up to avoid 
a penalty, but we're not aware of anything on the books," says Morrisey. 
 
If anyone receives a phone call from a scammer they're urged to take down as much information as possible and 
contact the WV Attorney General's Office.  

9/22/14 

(3) 

Beckley (WVVA) A new state report shows nearly a third of West Virginia's public school students were truant 
last year.  

According to the data from the Dept. of Education, McDowell County topped the list with more than 58 percent 
marked truant. Wyoming County was next on the list, with more than 57 percent of students with five or more 
unexcused absences. Raleigh County bottomed out the top five at 50 percent.  

The new report comes two years after officials initiated a new plan to target Raleigh County's rising truancy 
rates. Instead of sending a certified letter home to parents, Sheriff's deputies began hand-delivering it to their 
doors. The hope was to send a message...get your child to school or go to jail. 

So far, Attendance Director Millard Frances believes it is a policy that is working. With 2,000 parents receiving a 
letter last year, he said none of them had to serve jail time. Frances said that number is down from 2012-2013. 
"We're able to identify the students a lot earlier thanks to help from the circuit court."  

Frances stresses that the policy is a preventative one. Instead of jailing the parents immediately, he said the judge 
sets their trial date at the school year, with the option to drop the charges if they can turn things around. 

"It allows them to get the child on a routine, whether it means getting them to bed at a certain time or waking 
them up at a certain time. With those things in place, the child feels more comfortable," added Frances.  

 

 



9/25/14 

(2) 
BLUEFIELD (WVVA)- Jerry Perdue, student body president from Bluefield State College joined more than 200 
other student body presidents in a pledge to end sexual assaults in their campus communities. The pledge comes 
from collaboration with the National Campus Leadership Council (NCLC), which announced recently the list of 
student body presidents who have committed to the It's On Us campaign. President Obama launched the It's On 
Us campaign Friday, September 19th, from the White House. 

The broad, nationwide commitment to shifting culture around sexual violence demonstrates a turning point in the 
effort to change culture and take the problem out of the shadows. Over the summer, Perdue worked with NCLC 
and the White House to discuss campus sexual assault and lay the groundwork for the It's On Us initiative. 
 
"Nationwide, campuses have had a rise in sexual assaults and so with this program, the 'It's On Us' campaign it's 
to inform and prevent it's not just to raise awareness. It's to stop and prevent it from happening," says Jerry 
Perdue.  
 
Recent research shows that one in five women is assaulted during college, most victims know their attackers, and 
95 percent of assaults go unreported. Friday's event will highlighted the startling statistics on campus sexual 
assault. However, students have already shown outstanding student leadership on the issue and looking to make 
positive change. 
 
College students are urging their fellow classmates to check their surroundings. "Being aware of the people 
around you I think is very important in order to stay safe," says Christina McGinnis, a junior at BSC. 

9/25/14 

(2, 8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia has been awarded more than $1 million for chronic disease 
prevention programs. 

U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Sylvia M. Burwell announced two grants on Thursday for state and 
local programs. The programs are aimed at preventing heart disease, stroke, diabetes and other chronic illnesses. 

The grants are funded in part by the Affordable Care Act. They will be administered by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

The CDC's director, Dr. Tom Frieden, says in a news release that tobacco use, high blood pressure and obesity 
are leading preventable causes of death in the U.S. 

9/26/14 

(2) 
Beckley (WVVA) -- More than a hundred people lined up for free dental service at Harvey's Dental Studio on 
Friday.  

From basic restorations to extractions and cleanings, Dentist Greg Harvey served more than 150 people, with no 
questions asked about their financial status.  

For many coal miners recently laid, it was a welcome gesture in hard times. "I have to watch my children suffer 
for their teeth. Sometimes it feels like nobody cares about West Virginia," said George Rose.  

Rose said he slept on the sidewalk since 5a.m. He lost his job in the mines and is hoping for help with his teeth.  
 
"It's real hard around here. With Obamacare, you go and fill out all of the paperwork and you still don't get any 



help. They always say you make a dollar too much. My kids have been crying for two months. I have to look 
myself in the mirror and I can't get a job around here," said Rose.  

Provisions of the Affordable Care Act guarantee dental work for children, but not for adults. Rose is one of many 
miners who has lost work and is losing hope.  
 
"I had to give my baby away. I couldn't take care of her. That's how bad it's gotten. And I have a teenage boy at 
home crying every night because his teeth have rotten out. And I can't do anything for him," added Rose.  

In a world where most people, including employers, make snap judgements based on appearance, Rose said it's 
humiliating and hard to find work. He is one of many who are counting on Harvey for help. "We're suffering. 
Everything I got is from helping hands. I have to go and beg for food for my kids," said Rose.  

But as the coal industry continues to take hard hits, Rose said it will take more than a pretty smile to get back on 
his feet.  

9/28/14 

(2) 

One of our top stories on WVVA.com is the story of a deer-vehicle collision on Interstate 64 near the Lewisburg 
exit. 

It is not uncommon for the Mountain State to be in the Top 5 or even lead all states in the number of deer strikes 
by vehicles. 

There are some things that you can do to reduce the chances that you will impact a deer while driving. 

The Insurance Information Institute offers these tips: 

• Watch for deer between sunset and midnight, and during pre-dawn hours when they're most active. 

• Be especially attentive for deer during the October-to-January migration and mating season. 

• Slowdown in posted deer-crossing areas. 

• If you see one deer, remember that others are probably nearby. 

• Use high beams at night in deer territory when there is no oncoming traffic. 

• If a deer is frozen in your headlights, honk your horn in a loud, sustained blast. 

• Don't rely on deer whistles or roadside reflectors; they have not been proven effective. 

• If you can't avoid a deer, brake and stay in your lane. Don't endanger other vehicles. 

• If you strike a deer, do not touch the animal. It may harm you or further injure itself. 

• Call police immediately if you hit or are hit by a deer. 

• Take pictures of the accident scene and vehicle damage for your insurance claim. 

State Farm's advice is similar. Here are tips listed on its website: 

• Keep in mind that deer generally travel in herds — if you see one, there is a strong possibility others are 
nearby. 

• Be aware of posted deer crossing signs. These are placed in active deer crossing areas. 

• Remember deer are most active between 6 and 9 p.m. 

• Use high beam headlamps as much as possible at night to illuminate the areas from which deer will enter 
roadways. 



• If a deer collision seems inevitable, attempting to swerve out of the way could cause you to lose control 
of your vehicle or place you in the path of an oncoming vehicle. 

• Don't rely on car–mounted deer whistles. 

 

 

Network Programming 
 

 
 

 
 

In addition to our locally produced programming specifically designed to respond to the 
problems and needs of our viewing area, network programs often cover issues relating to 
our local problems and needs. 
The following are selected episodes of regular problems and specials, which, in our 
judgment, contribute to serving the problems and needs of our community.  Highlights of 
topics and issues televised this quarter are detailed. 
 

 

 

TODAY SHOW 
Monday-Friday  7:00-11:00 am (240 minutes) 
Saturday   7:00-9:00 am (120 minutes) 
Sunday   8:00-9:00 am (60 minutes) 
 
 

Nightly News 
Monday-Friday  6:30-7:00 pm (30 minutes) 
 
 

DATELINE 

Friday                               9:00-9:30 (60 minutes) 

 

MEET THE PRESS 
Sunday           11:00-12:00 (60 minutes) 

  

THE DOCTORS 
Monday-Friday           4:00-5:00 pm (60 minutes) 
 



 

DR. PHIL 
Monday-Friday  3:00-4:00 pm (60 minutes) 
 

The Daily Buzz (EVVA) 
Monday-Friday                6:00-7:30 am (90 minutes)  

 

 

Short Form Programming 
 

 

 

Short Form Programming provides an opportunity to local organizations to get their 
message out to the community. We produced ten to thirty second commercials for 
anything from job fairs, to tips for a healthier life, even finding the right doctor for you 
in our area. We also support our local foundations that raise awareness for childhood 
cancer, breast cancer, babies born premature, and any health concerns affecting our local 
area. WVVA also organizes its own events, like urging people in our community to work 
towards a healthier lifestyle, while producing segments that help take fugitives of the 
streets, and recognizing veterans and active military personnel that have fought or are 
fighting for our country. 

 
 
 

Special Services Provided for Community 
 

 
 
 

 
CLOSED CAPTIONING 

 
During the quarter, WVVA-TV Closed Captioning regularly scheduled newscasts per 
day Monday-Friday 5:30 am, Monday-Friday 7:25 am, 7:55 am, 8:25 am, 8:55 am; 
Mon.-Fri. 6:00 pm; Mon.-Sun. 11:00 pm.  This allows hearing-impaired viewers, with 
the proper decoding devices, the opportunity to read, in printed text form, on the bottom 
of their television screen, the information presented on the audio portion of the news 
broadcast.  WVVA-TV offers this area’s only closed Captioning local news 
programming. 


