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Quarterly Listing of Issues and Needs 
 
 

1. BUSINESS:  Need for jobs; tourism; industry; downtown revitalization; 
compensation; availability of liability insurance; more regional cooperation. 

2. PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH AND WELFARE:  Strengthening of family 
unit, support for single parent families; child abuse; spouse abuse; sexual 
abuse; religion; need for resources for elderly; transportation and housing for 
poor and elderly; more problems for the elderly; needs for disadvantaged; 
nurses, doctors, and dentists; problems of alcohol and drug abuse; racial 
problems; lack of opportunities for blacks; charities. 

3. EDUCATION:  Need for upgrading of system and high educational 
standards; more money and support of system; education for non-traditional 
students; post-graduate educational opportunities; retaining and acquisition 
of new job skills; adaptation to high technology; more parental involvement. 

4. ORGANIZATIONS OF AND FOR YOUTH:  Problems of juvenile 
delinquency; lack of activities; drug and alcohol abuse; need for more jobs; 
teenage pregnancy; letter teen center; better communications and awareness 
of services available. 

5. RECREATION:  Need for more and improved facilities; more cultural 
programs.  Community activities, more sports programs, playgrounds, etc. 

6. ELDERLY:  Services for elderly; seniors living with dignity; senior 
activities and facilities; transportation and housing for poor and elderly; 
senior nutrition. 

7. LABOR:  Lack of job opportunities; unemployment rate in WV; more 
upward mobility in jobs; job training. 

8. GOVERNMENT:  Need for adequate housing for poor and elderly; strong 
community leadership; community pride; increase/decrease population; more 
blacks in political community; long range community planning; community 
clean-ups; better enforcement of minimum housing codes; city-wide effort 
alcohol and drug abuse. 

9. ENVIRONMENT:  Problems of hazardous waste; weapons proliferation; 
nuclear energy; soil erosion; flooding; need for preservation of environment; 
conservation and recycling; pollution control. 

  10. TRANSPORTATION:  Need for better highways, including interstate,          
rail services, maintaining air service, retain bus routes, city street repairs. 

 



Locally Produced Programming 
 

 
 
 

Station WVVA-TV programs to the ascertained problems and needs through a variety of 
programming vehicles.  Being heavily community-oriented and interested in community 
problems and issues, the licensee devotes a very considerable amount of its news time to 
the coverage of significant problems, needs and issues facing the community.  WVVA-
TV has produced and broadcast the following programming material in response to the 
problems and needs of our viewing area. 
 
IN FOCUS 
 
Sunday  9:00-9:30 am (30 minutes) 
If no network programming, repeat 12:00-12:30 pm (30 minutes) 
 
In Focus is a public affairs program of WVVA TELEVISION, INC. that airs twice 
weekly.  The first telecast is on Sunday, 9:00 am, with a repeat the same Sunday at noon 
(if no network programming.) This program provides discussion of local, state and 
national issues affecting our audience. 
 
July 7, 2013 
(4, 5) 
Guest: Steven Branch, Amy Lambert  
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject: City Invasion 
 
July 14, 2013 
(2, 4, 5) 
Guest: Josh Lytle, Jim Nickels, Amanda Nichols 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject: Appalachian Teen Challenge  
 
July 21, 2013 
(2, 4, 5) 
Guest: Jennifer James, Pressley Ridge 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject: Non-profit Private Foster Care agency donations 
 



August 4, 2013 
(1) 
Guests: Craig Hammond, Russ Hatfield 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject: Local, State, National Topics 
 
August 11, 2013 
(4) 
Guest: Jessica Basham 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject: Mercer County Youth Conference  
 
August 25, 2013 & September 15, 2013 
(2, 4) 
Guest: Greg Puckett 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject: Prevention Based Programs, Positive Community Activities 
 
September 1, 2013 
(5) 
Guest: Yvonne D. Seay 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject: Beckley Area Foundation presenting the WV Symphony Orchestra, in its 27th 
Annual Labor Day Concert at the Woodrow Wilson High School Auditorium.   
 
September 8, 2013 
Guest: Marshall Washington 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject: NRCTC 
 
September 22, 2013 
(2, 7) 
Guests: Tammy Jordan, Roy Lynch 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject: Fruit’s of Labor Vision, Culinary and Agricultural training program for 
recovering addicts, farm-to-table movement, retreat center.  
 
September, 29, 2013 



(4, 5) 
Guests: Brenda McDonald Pruett, Jordan Pruett 
Moderator: Greg Carter 
 
Subject: The Mercer County 4H Program and the impact the program has.  
 
 

NEWS CHANNEL 6 
 
Monday – Friday 5:30-7:00 am (90 minutes)  
Monday – Friday 5:00-5:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 6:00 - 6:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 11:00-11:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Saturday-Sunday    6:00-6:30 pm (30 minutes) 
Saturday – Sunday 11:00 -11:30 pm (30 minutes) 
 
WVVA News at 6 provides the most up-to-date information in the two Virginias with 
periodic in-depth background stories that deal with the problems and important issues of 
the communities we serve. Detail includes date telecast, length of in-depth story, number 
of specific problem or need, and topic.  In most cases, the story was aired on both the 
6:00 and 11:00 pm newscasts. 
 
July 1, 2013 
(8) 
WELCH (WVVA) - McDowell County has been operating with a County Manager and a County 
Administrator since March.  

Clif Moore, the County Manager says he is willing to step down, if he gets paid four months in advance. 
"As I do now, I would come in the mornings, and check with folks to see if there is anything that needs 
to be done." Moore says.  

County Clerk, Donald Hicks says he doesn't have a problem with this decision but he is worried that it is 
illegal for him to write Moore a check in advance. 

Hicks says, "It is illegal according to the statue, according to the auditors and according to the attorney 
general."  

Hicks provided W-V-V-A will a copy of these items saying, "It is important to make the community 
aware of everything that is going on."  

For now, the situation remains unsolved. 

July 2, 2013 
(2) 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) -- Officials are warning Virginians about a new twist on a sweepstakes scam 
that aims to lend legitimacy to the scam. 

Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli says people have reported that they've received calls from someone 
claiming to be from the attorney general's office. 



The caller provides the office's mailing address and telephone number for citizens to call to verify the 
validity of the sweepstakes notice they've received. 

The scam itself works like most sweepstakes scams where recipients get a realistic-looking check and 
are told to deposit the check and then send back a portion of the money. 

But Cuccinelli says no government agency or legitimate sweepstakes company will contact you to ask 
for money. He says, if you have to pay, there is no prize. 

July 2, 2013 
(2) 
BLUEFIELD (WVVA) - A Bluefield, Va., man is in custody after allegedly firing a shotgun at a group 
of people, injuring three. 

Matthew Allen Jackson, 23, is charged with malicious wounding and wanton endangerment. 

The incident happened just before 3 a.m. at East River Park on Augusta Street in Bluefield, W.Va.. 

Investigators say Jackson had been having a dispute with someone he thought was in a group of seven 
people gathered at the park. Police say it's unclear whether that person was actually in the group. 

Jackson allegedly fired a shotgun at the group, injuring three people. 

The victims were treated at Bluefield Regional Medical Center with non life-threatening injuries. 

Investigators add that Jackson is facing more charges -- he has five warrants on file with The Bluefield 
Police Department for failure to appear. 

 
July 3, 2013 
(3) 
By Caroline Bach 
BECKLEY (WVVA) -- Following a lengthy hearing at the board of education, Michael "Chuck" Cooper 
is no longer an employee of the Raleigh County School District.  Cooper was brought up on 
teacher/student misconduct allegations.  The board voted unanimously to terminate Cooper and uphold 
his suspension without pay, per the superintendent's recommendation. 

Details about the allegations are limited, however much of the controversy deals around a conversation 
via electronic media. 

The closed hearing began at 8:30 a.m. Wednesday.  Testimonies from the superintendent, Beckley police 
and family and friends of Cooper were all taken into consideration.  After more than five hours, the 
board voted. 

"Close to 100 percent of our employees never have a problem, we just happen to focus on this at this 
time, and it kind of relates to society today.  Things like this happen.  But I think people need to, teachers 
need to take a step back, and you need to understand, these are students and you're adults.  There needs 
to be a line drawn there and you can't cross that.  It seems to me, amazing to me what people would 
never say to someone in person, but they'll do over a social media," says Rick Snuffer, president of the 
Raleigh County Board of Education.   

Cooper had been employed with the school system since 1997.  He was currently serving as a social 
studies teacher and assistant wrestling coach for Woodrow Wilson High School.  Cooper was going to 
be the new head football coach for Independence High School starting this fall.   



Snuffer says in light of this case and another similar misconduct case heard earlier in the summer, the 
school system will be taking a look at their communications policy.   

 
July 4, 2013 
(2) 
FAIRMONT, W.Va. (AP) -- The United Mine Workers of America says it's bringing thousands of coal 
miners and their dependents to Fairmont in its continuing fight with bankrupt Patriot Coal over worker 
and retiree benefits. 

President Cecil Roberts, United Steelworkers President Leo Gerard and AFL-CIO Executive Vice 
President Arlene Holt are scheduled to speak Tuesday, along with several state political leaders. 

The UMWA is planning to fill at least 25 buses for the event, while others will be driving in. 

Spokesman Phil Smith says people are coming from Alabama, Illinois, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia. 

They're protesting St. Louis-based Patriot's planned cutoff of retiree health benefits, and wage and 
benefit reductions for active miners. 

The event gets under way at 10 a.m. on the football practice field at Fairmont State University. 

July 4, 2013 
(8) 
PINEVILLE (WVVA) - Wyoming County officials say there are no plans to remove a recently-erected 
monument featuring the 10 Commandments, despite the ACLU's concerns that it may be 
unconstitutional. 

Officials who spoke with WVVA News Friday said no laws are being broken by the display, which was 
paid for by area churches and business leaders and erected on the courthouse lawn two weeks ago. 

Circuit Clerk David Stover defended the monument and it's positioning in front of the courthouse. 

"Surely to goodness the separation of church and state didn't mean that you couldn't place things on state 
property," Stover told WVVA News. 

County Commissioner Silas Mullins was even more passionate in his defense. 

"Not only as a private citizen of Wyoming County, but as a servant of the people of Wyoming County as 
the county commissioner, I wholeheartedly support this project," Mullins said. 

"As far as I'm concerned, these 10 Commandments will remain here forever," he added. 

The story has sparked much discussion on the WVVA News Facebook page, with more than 300 viewer 
comments posted. Share your thoughts there, or in the Comments field below. 

------ 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- The American Civil Liberties Union is questioning a monument of the 
Ten Commandments installed on the Wyoming County Courthouse lawn. 

ACLU-West Virginia chapter staff attorney Sarah Rogers tells the Charleston Gazette that there are 
constitutional concerns. She says government property is being used to advocate one religion over 
another. 



County Commission president Jason Mullins says the monument was paid for and installed by a group 
of churches and business leaders. 

Mullins says the group didn't seek the county's permission to install the monument. But he says 
commissioners who saw the monument being installed didn't object. 

Mullins says the group wanted to address the county's drug problem and inspire others. 

 
July 5, 2013 
(2) 
BRIDGEPORT, W.Va. (AP) -- Three hundred lift chairs at United Hospital Center are being replaced 
following the death of one patient and the injury of another. 

President Bruce Carter tells The Exponent Telegram that hospital officials determined the chairs are a 
safety risk. 

Carter says the fatal accident occurred several months ago. The patient was confused and accidentally hit 
the lift-activation button. The patient then slipped out of the chair as it was lifting and suffered a fatal 
injury. 

The other patient suffered minor injuries. 

Carter says he believes the accident resulted from a design flaw. 

He says frail, confused or overweight patients could easily press the activation button by accident 
because it's located on the chair's arm. 

The hospital is spending $400,000 to buy recliner chairs that don't have the lift feature. 

 
July 6, 2013 
(2) 
By Stephanie Crace 
CRAIGSVILLE, W.Va. (AP) -- An 84-year-old man suspected of shooting and injuring two Nicholas 
County sheriff's deputies has been killed by police. 

State Police Sgt. Michael Baylous said John Evans was killed Saturday afternoon after he emerged from 
his house outside of Craigsville with a gun. Baylous said Evans had barricaded himself after the 
deputies' shootings and had exchanged gunfire with police throughout the standoff. 

Baylous said police tried unsuccessfully to engage Evans before he left the house with the weapon. They 
used a bullhorn, tear gas and other methods. 

The two deputies were airlifted to Charleston for treatment after they were shot earlier Saturday. Baylous 
said the deputies' injuries do not appear to be life threatening. 

Both men were shot with a shotgun. 

July 8, 2013 
(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- A medical official says West Virginia might not have enough doctors to 
care for Medicaid patients when the government-sponsored insurance program is expanded next year. 
West Virginia State Medical Association executive director Evan Jenkins says most doctors who accept 
Medicaid limit the number of patients they see. 



Jenkins tells the Charleston Daily Mail that some Medicaid patients likely won't be able to find a 
primary care physician when the program is expanded. 

The expansion will extend coverage to an estimated 91,500 uninsured low-income patients. 

State officials are still working on West Virginia's plan for expanding Medicaid under the federal health 
care reform law. 

July 9, 2013 
(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia American Water and state regulators say they've got a 
tentative agreement on a proposed rate increase. 

The company and the Public Service Commission's Consumer Advocate Division say in a joint motion 
that they, along with the PSC's staff, have agreed in principle on a comprehensive settlement. They filed 
the motion with the PSC on Monday. 

Details weren't immediately available. Spokeswomen for the company and the PSC tell media outlets 
that the agreement is expected to be presented to the commission on Tuesday. 

West Virginia American Water had requested a rate increase of about 20 percent. 

The company said the additional $24 million in revenue is needed to help pay for more than $85 million 
that it has spent to improve water lines and treatment plants since 2009. 

July 11, 2013 
(2, 8) 
BECKLEY, W.Va. – The former president of New West Virginia Mining Company ("New WV 
Mining") pleaded guilty on July 9 to federal income tax fraud amid jury selection to hear her case, 
announced U.S. Attorney Booth Goodwin.   

Brandy M. Horvath, 39, of Mercer County, W.Va., pleaded guilty in federal court in Beckley to income 
tax evasion.  Horvath also pleaded guilty on behalf of New WV Mining to structuring cash withdrawals 
from the company bank accounts to avoid Internal Revenue Service (IRS) reporting requirements.   

In July 2007, Horvath was named New WV Mining's president and sole officer of the company by her 
longtime boyfriend, James E. Trent, for the purpose of concealing his interest in the company.  New WV 
Mining began mining coal for Riverside Energy at a mine near Gary, McDowell County, West Virginia. 
Once operations began, Horvath routinely withdrew cash for her and Trent's personal use from New WV 
Mining's bank accounts and intentionally misrepresented the nature of the withdrawals as legitimate 
business expenses.  Horvath knew that the personal cash withdrawals should have been attributed to her 
as officer compensation.  On or about May 18, 2010, Horvath signed and caused New WV Mining's 
accountant to file a corporate income tax return with the IRS for the year 2008 that she knew failed to 
disclose the true amount of money she and Trent had taken from the company.         

Acting on behalf of New WV Mining, Horvath also engaged in a pattern of structuring cash withdrawals 
from the company's bank accounts between October 2007 and November 2010.  Horvath intentionally 
withdrew cash amounts of $10,000 or less to avoid the financial institution's reporting requirements to 
the IRS.  Horvath, aided by several associates, acknowledged that between March 2006 and December 
2009, she structured at least $503,648 out of New WV Mining accounts held at First Community Bank 
in Wyoming County.  Horvath also structured at least $227,933 out of New WV Mining accounts held at 
Bank of America, at its Wytheville, Va. branch.  As a result, New WV Mining agreed to forfeit 
$731,581, including a 2011 Nissan 370z purchased by Horvath, to the United States as part of the 
corporate plea agreement. 



In February 2012, Horvath's friend, Jill R. Sells, 28, of Montcalm, W.Va., pled guilty to conspiring with 
Horvath and New WV Mining to structuring cash withdrawals.  Sells was sentenced to eighteen months 
in prison in November 2012 for her role in the scheme. 

In June 2012, New WV Mining's superintendent, Steven Rocky Justus, 53, of Pounding Mill, Virginia, 
pled guilty to income tax evasion.  Justus admitted that he and Trent agreed to pay his wages through a 
defunct company, Ruby Helen Coal Company, that allowed Justus to evade personal income taxes.  The 
agreement also allowed New WV Mining to avoid the payment of payroll taxes for Justus.  Justus was 
sentenced to twelve months in prison in October 2012 for his role in the conspiracy. 

Last month, James E. Trent, 55, of Rock View, Wyoming County, W.Va., pleaded guilty to federal 
income tax fraud.  In November 2007, Trent sold the lease and accompanying mining permits of a 
McDowell County-based mining company he once owned.  Trent received a personal check for 
$100,000 at the close of that agreement. Trent filed a 2008 personal income tax return which indicated 
that he had no earnings to report for that year.  Trent knew that the 2008 income tax return he filed was 
inaccurate.   

Trent faces up to three years in prison and a $250,000 fine when he is sentenced on October 24, 2013 by 
United States District Judge Irene C. Berger.  

Horvath faces up to three years in prison and a $250,000 fine when she is sentenced on November 14, 
2013 by United States District Judge Irene C. Berger. 

The investigation was conducted by the IRS.  Assistant United States Attorney Thomas Ryan is in 
charge of the prosecution. 

July 11, 2013 
(9) 
ROANOKE, Va. (AP) -- Storms have caused flash floods in sections of Roanoke, requiring the rescue of 
more than two dozen people. 

The stranded Wednesday included 21 from a daycare center. They were all taken to safety. 

The Roanoke Times reports that a total of 28 people were rescued by a Roanoke Fire-EMS team after 
Peters Creek swelled over its banks. 

They included 19 children and two adults from Rainbow Christian Learning Center. 

Two women were also stranded in a car with water rising to their chins before rescue crews arrived in a 
raft. 

Everyone escaped the waters without injury. 

July 13, 2013 
(8) 
By Stephanie Crace 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia is asking the federal government for a simplified way to 
enroll new people onto Medicaid as well as those already eligible for the program. 

The state Bureau for Medical Services wants a waiver to use a person's modified adjusted gross income 
as an eligibility requirement for enrolling in Medicaid beginning Oct. 1. 

That's three months earlier than the Affordable Care Act requires them to actually begin using the new 
eligibility standards. 



The Charleston Gazette reports that without the waiver, the state would need two sets of eligibility 
standards between then and January 2014. And health officials say that could cause real confusion. 

The waiver is available for public comment on the Bureau for Medical Service's website. 

July 13, 2013 
(8) 
By Stephanie Crace 
PRINCETON, W.Va. (AP) -- The Department of Veterans Affairs is bringing new mobile health and 
tele-health clinics to Mercer County. 

Sens. Jay Rockefeller and Joe Manchin, and Rep. Nick Rahall say the clinics aim to help the growing 
number of veterans in the area access needed mental health and medical services. 

Officials say the clinics will be an extension of the Beckley VA Medical Center. 

The fully self-contained center will include two exam rooms, a waiting area and a restroom. Delivery of 
the mobile clinic typically takes about six to eight months. 

The tele-health facility is expected to open in the fall. It will provide mental health services and access to 
a variety of specialty consultative services including dermatology, gynecology, general surgery and the 
weight management program. 

July 15, 2013 
(2) 
WELCH, W.Va. (AP) -- McDowell County officials want to expand the Stevens Correctional Center to 
house an additional 144 state inmates. 

The McDowell County Economic Development Authority recently acquired a structure behind the 
prison for the expansion. 

The project is estimated to cost $4 million. 

Authority director Peni Adams tells the Bluefield Daily Telegraph that county officials are working to 
find funding for the project. 

McDowell County converted an old hospital into the prison in 2006. The county manages the prison 
under an agreement with the state. 

The prison currently can hold about 322 inmates. 

July 15, 2013 
(2, 3) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- A new federal study says about 35 percent of West Virginia households 
don't own a computer. 

That's the second-lowest rate in the nation. 

The study by the National Telecommunications and Information Administration also says West Virginia 
has the eighth-lowest Internet adoption rate. About 59 percent of West Virginia households subscribe to 
high-speed Internet. The national rate is 70 percent. 

West Virginia Broadband Deployment Council chairman Dan O'Hanlon tells the Charleston Gazette that 
the state's Internet adoption rate has improved. But West Virginia still lags behind most of the nation. 

The council is working to expand high-speed Internet access across West Virginia. 



O'Hanlon says the state could work with nonprofit groups to increase computer ownership. 

July 16, 2013 
(2) 
FAYETTEVILLE (WVVA) - A former Pocahontas County deputy has pleaded guilty to a sexual crime 
committed while working for the sheriff's department. 

Bradley C. Totten entered the plea on July 12 in Fayette County. According to a release from the Fayette 
County Prosecuting Attorney's office, Totten admitted to having an underage victim perform oral sex on 
him -- while on duty -- in the fall of 2000. 

Totten had been charged with various sex crimes spanning from 1999 to 2010 while employed as a 
deputy sheriff. In all, 13 women made allegations against Totten during that time, which resulted in 
numerous charges being returned against him by three grand juries in Pocahontas County. 

Totten is scheduled to be sentenced on Sept. 20 in Marlinton. He faces a possible 10-20 years behind 
bars, and lifetime registration as a sex offender. 

July 17, 2013 
(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. – A Nicholas County pill dealer was sentenced today to four years in federal 
prison in connection with an oxycodone distribution and money laundering scheme, announced U.S. 
Attorney Booth Goodwin.   

Keith Keiffer, 32, of Calvin, Nicholas County, W.Va., previously pleaded guilty in February to 
conspiracy to distribute oxycodone and conspiracy to commit money laundering.  From at least August 
31, 2011 until April 27, 2012, Keiffer received at least 15 express mail packages that contained a total of 
approximately 1,400 30-milligram oxycodone tablets from an individual located in Tampa, Fla.  

In exchange for the oxycodone tablets, Keiffer deposited cash into bank accounts that were owned and 
controlled by his pill source of supply.  Keiffer deposited at least $30,000 in cash payments in exchange 
for the oxycodone tablets.   

Additionally, between June 2011 and February 2012, Keiffer received several hand-delivered packages 
that contained a total of approximately 4,150 oxycodone tablets from an individual who made trips to 
West Virginia from Florida.        

The West Virginia State Police Bureau of Criminal Investigations, the U.S. Postal Inspection Service, 
Internal Revenue Service - Criminal Investigation, and the Drug Enforcement Administration conducted 
the investigation.  Assistant United States Attorney Haley Bunn handled the prosecution.  The sentence 
was imposed by United States District Judge Irene C. Berger.     

This case was prosecuted as part of an ongoing effort led by the United States Attorney's Office for the 
Southern District of West Virginia to combat the illicit sale and misuse of prescription drugs.  The U.S. 
Attorney's Office, joined by federal, state and local law enforcement agencies, is committed to 
aggressively pursuing and shutting down illegal pill trafficking, eliminating open air drug markets, and 
curtailing the spread of opiate painkillers in communities across the Southern District.  

July 18, 2013 
(2) 
WHEELING, W.Va. (AP) -- Ohio County authorities have charged a man with leaving his 9-year-old 
son locked in a hot car. 

Sheriff's deputies arrested 25-year-old Stephen Robert Clemens on Wednesday at the Highlands 
shopping complex near Wheeling. 



The Ohio County Sheriff's Office tells media outlets that a shopper saw the boy inside the vehicle and 
told a sheriff's deputy. The boy was covered in sweat when deputies got him out of the car. 

Police say the boy was left in the vehicle for 20 minutes. One of the vehicle's windows was open about 2 
inches. 

Clemens was charged with child neglect with risk of creating injury. 

The National Weather Service says the high temperature in Wheeling was 89 degrees on Wednesday. 

July 19, 2013 
(2) 
BLUEFIELD (WVVA) – Though the need exists year-round, the summer months can be a tough time 
for food pantries. 

The shelves at the Salvation Army in Bluefield are currently nearly bare and have been for a while, 
officials say. 

The staff says they are in great need of foods to make meals for families. 

"Contributions that are coming in to us and donations have been low," Capt. Jerry Lester said. "When 
they get low, of course, everything else is kind of put on hold until we can get (food) in, so we also need 
monetary donations real bad." 

If you would like to donate or hold a canned food drive just contact the Salvation Army and they will be 
happy to pick up any donations you have. 

July 20, 2013 
(2) 
RALEIGH COUNTY (WVVA) -- Crews responded to a fire at a home on Ellen Ave in Blue Jay 
Saturday.  

Raleigh County 911 says they received the call around 3 p.m. Several fire departments responded.  

No injuries were reported. 911 says the fire was put out around 4 p.m. 

July 22, 2013 
(2) 
BECKLEY (WVVA) - Three individuals have been arrested on outstanding drug warrants in Raleigh 
County, according to Detective Cpl. Bryan Atterson of the Beckley Police Department. 

Tilford Joseph Bradley, 35, of Beckley was arrested Thursday in the Beckley area. He is charged with 
delivery of crack cocaine. 

David Pfost, 28, of Beckley was arrested Friday at a residence on Sims Branch Road near Pax. He is 
charged with delivery of oxycodone. 

Franklin Tyrone Hurtte, 30, of Beckley was arrested Friday in downtown Beckley and charged with 
delivery of cocaine and conspiracy to commit a felony. 

All three are being held at Southern Regional Jail. 

July 23, 2013 
(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia State Police officials say the agency needs more troopers, 
particularly minority officers. 



Lt. Reggie Patterson says the agency has 12 black male troopers, one black female trooper, 18 white 
female troopers, five Hispanic male troopers and one Hispanic female trooper. 

There are a total 698 troopers. State police Superintendent Col. Jay Smithers says the agency needs an 
additional 275 troopers. 

Media outlets report that Smithers and Patterson discussed the agency's staffing needs Monday during a 
legislative interim meeting. 

Patterson is the agency's recruitment coordinator. He told lawmakers that he's trying to recruit more 
minority candidates. But finding and retaining talent is a challenge because of money and other issues. 

Smithers says 22 of the state police's 60 detachments are manned by four or fewer troopers. 

July 24, 2013 
(2) 
BIG STONE GAP, Va. (AP) -- A federal judge says a coal company is illegally discharging selenium 
into a creek in Wise County. 

U.S. District Judge James P. Jones says A&G Coal Corp.'s state pollution discharge permit for its Kelly 
Branch mine doesn't authorize the selenium discharges into Callahan Creek. 

He ordered A&G to apply for a permit modification to allow the discharges, perform regular tests and 
submit the results to the state. The company also must submit quarterly status reports to the court. 

Media outlets report that Jones issued his ruling Monday. The decision came in a lawsuit filed by the 
Southern Appalachian Mountain Stewards, Sierra Club and Appalachian Voices. 

A&G lawyer Corinne Martin says the company is evaluating its options. 

Studies have found selenium harmful to aquatic life, and to humans with high-level exposure. 

July 25, 2013 
(2) 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) -- A report from the state medical examiner's office shows suicides in Virginia 
hit a 13-year high in 2011. 
The 2011 statistics are the latest available. They're contained in a report on state deaths compiled 
annually that was first reported by WWBT-TV. 

The report shows that Virginians are three times more likely to die from suicide than homicide. Older, 
white males were the most likely to kill themselves. 

Suicides peaked at 1,067 in 2011 after a steady increase. The least amount of suicides during the 13-year 
span was in 2000, when 775 people claimed their own lives. 

Handguns were used in nearly have of the suicides, followed by hangings and drug use. 

The agency says unemployment, relationship problems and lack of access to mental health resources 
contribute to rising numbers. 

July 28, 2013 
(2) 
PEARISBURG (WVVA) -- The Giles County Sheriff's Department, along with at least nine other law 
enforcement agencies, conducted a drug round up early Sunday morning, searching for 69 suspects on 
120 drug related charges made in county limits since last December. 



"This has been a big operation this time," says Sheriff Morgan Millirons.  "Everybody [was saying] I 
want to help...I have just about every off duty deputy here today along with the secretaries and 
dispatchers." 

There were two busted meth labs, but the rest of the 120 charges stem from distribution of the following 
drugs: 

- Marijuana 

- Heroin 

- Oxycontin 

- Methamphetamine 

- Cocaine 

- Lortab 

- Suboxone 

- Adderall 

- Methadone 

- Dilaudid 

- Morphine 

- Klonopin 

Sheriff Millirons says the majority of the charges from this round up revolve around prescription 
medication.  Many of the offenders are even looking to out of state sources to obtain the drugs.  "That is 
a terrible issue in Giles County is prescription medication.  [It] used to be [that] marijuana was an issue.  
You'd see some cocaine.  But the biggest majority, nine out of ten of our charges are prescription 
medication." 

The suspects will have bond hearings in district court on Tuesday and circuit court on Wednesday.   

July 30, 2013 
(2) 
BLUEFIELD (WVVA) - A Wyoming County man charged in as a result of the Bluefield Pill Initiative 
has entered a plea in Federal Court. 

33-year old Edgar Junior Ponce of Oceana pleaded guilty to the felony charge of using a telephone to 
commit a drug offense. 

Prosecutors say they have hundreds of recordings where Ponce and another defendant scheduled sales of 
oxycodone. 

Sentencing is scheduled for December. He faces up to four years in prison. 

Ponce's plea hearing is one of 12 scheduled over the next two months for those charged in connection 
with the Bluefield Pill Initiative. 

August 1, 2013 
(2) 



BECKLEY (NEWS RELEASE) -- "Another pedophile has logged off the Internet and will be heading to 
prison," U.S. Attorney Booth Goodwin announced, in the wake of a Wyoming County man's sentencing 
on a federal child pornography charge.  

David Walter Martin Jr., 40, of Pineville, was sentenced to four and a half years in prison.  The sentence 
was handed down by United States District Judge Irene C. Berger in Beckley.  Martin previously pleaded 
guilty in March to possession of child pornography.  Martin collected more than 600 pictures and videos 
of children having sex or performing sexual acts. The child pornography was found on Martin's 
computer after he downloaded it from the Internet. 

U.S. Attorney Booth Goodwin said, "Pedophiles like Mr. Martin who download and trade images of 
child pornography over the Internet are exploiting innocent children, plain and simple.  My initiative to 
combat these despicable acts of child sexual abuse will continue."  

The Mullens Police Department, the Wyoming County Sheriff's Department, and the West Virginia 
Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force conducted the investigation.  Assistant United States 
Attorney Lisa Johnston handled the prosecution.   

This case was brought as part of U.S. Attorney Goodwin's ongoing initiative to combat child sexual 
exploitation and abuse in the Southern District of West Virginia. 

August 2, 2013 
(2) 
BECKLEY, W.Va. – A Raleigh County man who admitted to having an addiction to the powerful 
prescription painkiller oxycodone was sentenced today to one year and nine months in federal prison for 
illegal possession of a firearm, announced United States Attorney Booth Goodwin.  James David Morris, 
34, of Eccles, W.Va., previously pleaded guilty in April to being an unlawful drug user in possession of 
a firearm.  On March 28, 2012, Morris possessed a .45 caliber pistol near Harper, Raleigh County.  
Morris told police that at the time he possessed the firearm, he was an unlawful user of and addicted to 
oxycodone.  Police also recovered eight additional firearms that were located at Morris' residence.       
  
The West Virginia State Police and the FBI conducted the investigation. Assistant United States 
Attorney John File handled the prosecution. The sentence was imposed by United States District Judge 
Irene C. Berger.   
  
This case was brought as part of Project Safe Neighborhoods. Project Safe Neighborhoods is a 
nationwide commitment to reduce gun crime in the United States by working with existing local 
programs that target gun crime.  
  
This case was also prosecuted as part of an ongoing effort led by the United States Attorney's Office for 
the Southern District of West Virginia to combat the illicit sale and misuse of prescription drugs.  The 
U.S. Attorney's Office, joined by federal, state and local law enforcement agencies, is committed to 
aggressively pursuing and shutting down illegal pill trafficking, eliminating open air drug markets, and 
curtailing the spread of opiate painkillers in communities across the Southern District.   
 
August 3, 2013 
(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- A nonprofit policy research group says about 350,000 West Virginians 
will see a reduction in federal food assistance benefits when a temporary boost expires this fall. 

The West Virginia Center on Budget and Policy says the increase to federal Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program benefits expires on Oct. 31. 



The Charleston Gazette reports that for a family of three, the increase had amounted to about $29 per 
month. 

Center policy analyst Sean O'Leary says that while it doesn't seem like a huge amount, that's a serious 
loss if the benefits are the main source of a family's food income. 

Nationwide, SNAP benefits assist more than 47 million people, including 22 million children. 

August 4, 2013 
(2) 
LINSIDE (WVVA) -- Monroe County Sheriff's Deputies arrested a man on multiple drug charges 
Saturday in Linside.  

Ryan Gilmer from Narrows, VA was arrested at a traffic stop and charged for delivery of a controlled 
substance and possession with intent to deliver.  

Also charged was John Laws of Linside, WV. He was cited and released for simple possession.  

At the traffic stop Gilmer was found with approximately 1/4 pound of marijuana after a K9 sniff of the 
vehicle the suspects were driving. K9 Britt made a positive indication there were drugs present and 
subsequent search found approximately 30 individually packaged and ready for sale bags of marijuana.  

There was also a small amount of cash seized.  

Deputies with the Monroe County Sheriff's Department are still investigating the incident.  

August 5, 2013 
(10) 
PRINCETON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia State Police say improper usage of all-terrain vehicles is 
common in McDowell and Mercer counties. 

Troopers say many violators claim they're unaware of ATV usage restrictions. 

Cpl. C.K. Morton with the Welch detachment tells the Bluefield Daily Telegraph that local residents use 
their ATVs to go to the grocery store or the post office. But they ride on roads where ATVs aren't 
permitted. 

Morton says ATVs are allowed on certain roads to provide trail riders with access to gas stations or 
trailheads. But the law doesn't allow ATVs on these roads for people to run errands. 

Sgt. M.S. Haynes with the Princeton detachment says ATV complaints are widespread in Mercer 
County, particularly in neighborhoods. Problems range from reckless driving to children driving ATVs. 

August 6, 2013 
(4) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia officials are shifting juvenile detention facilities to 
address concerns about how young offenders are treated. 

The Charleston Daily Mail reports that the state plans to move juvenile sex offenders from the Harriet B. 
Jones Treatment Center in Harrison County to a treatment center in Mercer County. 

Juvenile offenders with behavioral or mental issues will be moved from the Harrison County facility to a 
juvenile center in Kanawha County. 

The changes follow recent court rulings involving the juvenile justice system. 



In July, Circuit Judge Omar Aboulhosn ordered the state to relocate the Jones center or its residents by 
Sept. 30. The judge had earlier condemned conditions at the former Industrial Home for Youth in Salem, 
and the state closed the high-security facility. 

August 7, 2013 
(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Retailers are singing the praises of a new law cracking down on the sale 
of key ingredients for making meth. But some state officials aren't convinced it's very effective. 

The West Virginia Retailers Association says the 6-month-old, real-time tracking system stopped the 
sale of nearly 10,000 boxes of pseudoephedrine. 

But Mike Goff of the state Board of Pharmacy tells the Charleston Daily Mail that's only about 3 percent 
of total sales. 

The former state trooper says West Virginia stores sold more than 236,000 boxes between January and 
June. 

He says the goal should be to stop sales, not just track them. 

Chief Deputy Sheriff Mike Rutherford says Kanawha County has had a record number of meth lab busts 
this year -- none resulting from the National Precursor Log Exchange. 

August 20, 2013 
(2) 
STAFFORD, Va. (AP) -- Police say a Stafford County man scammed a Wal-Mart store twice in one day, 
and then returned a third time to make a complaint. 

Forty-nine-year-old Randolph Byrd is charged with two counts of obtaining money under false pretenses. 

Sherriff's spokesman Bill Kennedy tells The Free-Lance Star that the suspect received a refund at the 
service desk on Sunday for an aquarium tank that he hadn't bought. About four hours later, he obtained 
another refund for a coffeemaker that he hadn't bought. 

The refunds were put on gift card. 

After the man left the service desk the second time, the scheme was discovered and the card was 
deactivated. 

Kennedy says Byrd was arrested after he went to the service desk a third time to complain about the 
card's deactivation. 

August 20, 2013 
(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Abortion rights advocates are gathering at the Capitol to counter calls 
for the state to regulate the procedures. 

WV FREE, the American Civil Liberties Union of West Virginia and other groups are hosting a rally 
Tuesday. It comes a month after lawmakers and anti-abortion advocates kicked off a campaign to push 
for regulation of abortion clinics. 

West Virginia is one of 11 states that don't require a licensed doctor to perform an abortion. Because the 
state doesn't license the providers, it doesn't inspect the facilities. 

In June, Republican Attorney General Patrick Morrisey sent letters to the state's abortion clinics with 
questionnaires about their policies and practices. The clinics refused to respond. 



On Monday, Democratic Delegate Stephen Skinner sent similar letters to dozens of anti-abortion "crisis 
pregnancy centers" across the state. 

August 20, 2013 
(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Mingo County prosecutor Michael Sparks is defending not reporting the 
conduct of a judge who now faces federal charges. 

Sparks tells the Charleston Gazette that he was working in what he calls an intimidating environment. 
He says it's difficult to get a judicial officer fired. 

Last week, Mingo County Circuit Court Judge Michael Thornsbury was indicted on two conspiracy 
counts. Thornsbury is accused of having an affair with his secretary and trying to frame her husband for 
several crimes, including larceny and assault. 

View previous reports on Judge Thornsbury's indictment 

The indictment says Sparks intervened in the larceny case because he recognized that the charges were 
improper. He also dismissed the assault charges. 

State Bar president Harry Dietzler says a prosecutor would want to be sure of the facts before accusing a 
judge of illegal conduct. 

August 21, 2013 
(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- A Mingo County judge and a county commissioner under federal 
indictment have pleaded not guilty. 

Circuit Judge Michael Thornsbury and Mingo County Commissioner Dave Baisden were arraigned 
separately Wednesday before U.S. Magistrate Judge Dwayne Tinsley in Charleston. 

Last week a federal grand jury charged Thornsbury with two conspiracy counts. He's accused of having 
an affair with his secretary and trying to frame her husband for several crimes, including drug 
possession, larceny and assault. 

Baisden was charged with extortion in an unrelated federal case. He's accused of pulling a local dealer's 
county contract when the company refused to provide Baisden with discounted tires for a personal 
vehicle. 

Both men remain free on bond. Thornsbury's trial is set for Oct. 15 and Baisden's is scheduled for Oct. 
21. 

August 21, 2013 
(2) 
COLD KNOB (WVVA) - West Virginia State Police have seized an estimated $300,000 worth of 
marijuana from a remote area of Greenbrier County. 

Troopers from Lewisburg and Rainelle participated in the harvest Tuesday in the Cold Knob area. 

Further details were not available. 

August 21, 2013 
(3) 
WAR (WVVA) -- National, state, and local education leaders visited McDowell County Wednesday to 
witness the benefits of a Federal Broadband Grant.  

Dr. Anthony Wilhem from the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), 
along with other education, legislative, and community leaders made a stop at Southside school in War.  



The group observed how students are benefiting from high speed Internet. Southside was one of 196 
West Virginia schools that received fiber from the broadband technology opportunities program grant.  

State schools have been able to upgrade their connectivity allowing students to take virtual courses and 
blended delivery classes. They are also using online textbooks and other digital media resources.  

The group also learned more about Connected, a bold, new initiative which will help West Virginia 
made better use of existing funds to get Internet connectivity and educational technology into 
classrooms.  

NTIA's programs and policymaking focus largely on expanding broadband Internet access and ensuring 
that the Internet remains an engine for continued innovation and economic growth.  

August 22, 2013 
(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- A state board is offering a change to a key portion of a mine safety bill 
dealing with methane monitoring. 

The state Board of Coal Mine Health and Safety decided Wednesday to seek a requirement that mining 
equipment shut off automatically when methane gas is detected underground at concentrations of 1.5 
percent. 

Methane is explosive and considered a threat when it reaches a 5 percent to 15 percent concentration. 

Proposed state regulations would have cut that to 1.25 percent if the levels are sustained. Federal rules 
require equipment shutdowns at concentrations of 2 percent or more. 

Watts says the board's goal was to provide "an increased level of safety." 

The change is in response to the 2010 Upper Big Branch mine explosion in Raleigh County that killed 
29 miners. 

August 22, 2013 
(2) 
MOSSY (WVVA) - Authorities on an aerial patrol over Fayette County spotted and seized more than 
$800,000 worth of marijuana growing in the Mossy-Mahan areas Wednesday. 

Members of the West Virginia State Police, with assistance from the US National Guard, spotted the 
more than 550 plants. 

Troopers from the Oak Hill detachment seized the plants, which have an estimated street value of 
$863,000. 

No arrests have been made. The investigation is ongoing. 

August 22, 2013 
(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. – A Fayette County pill dealer who sold approximately 250 powerful 
prescription painkillers over a two-year period was sentenced today to three years and ten months in 
federal prison, announced U.S. Attorney Booth Goodwin.   

Vernon Peters III, 35, of Kincaid, Fayette County, W.Va., previously pleaded guilty in May to 
distribution of oxycodone.  On March 20, 2012, Peters sold three 30-milligram oxycodone tablets to a 
police informant.  The pill transaction occurred at the defendant's Fayette County residence.     



On March 19, 2012, members of the West Virginia State Police seized approximately 17 firearms and 
236 marijuana plants from the defendant's residence.  A number of firearms at the residence were located 
in close proximity to the marijuana plants. 

In total, Peters illegally sold approximately 250 30-milligram oxycodone pills in and around Fayette 
County.   

The West Virginia State Police conducted the investigation.  Assistant United States Attorney John File 
handled the prosecution.  The sentence was imposed by United States District Judge John T. 
Copenhaver, Jr.  

This case was prosecuted as part of an ongoing effort led by the United States Attorney's Office for the 
Southern District of West Virginia to combat the illicit sale and misuse of prescription drugs.  The U.S. 
Attorney's Office, joined by federal, state and local law enforcement agencies, is committed to 
aggressively pursuing and shutting down illegal pill trafficking, eliminating open air drug markets, and 
curtailing the spread of opiate painkillers in communities across the Southern District.   

August 23, 2013 
(2) 
One person is behind bars after a drug bust in Wyoming County on Thursday evening.  

Johnny Joe Marcum of Mullens was charged with Posession with Intent to Deliver after drugs, money, 
and food stamp cards were recovered from an apartment located above Steele's Tavern in Mullens, 
according to police.  

A second search warrant was served on another apartment on Moran Avenue. Police said more arrests 
are forthcoming.    

Right now, officers with the Mullens Police Dept. are handling the investigation.  

Stay with WVVA on-air and online for the latest on this developing story.  

August 23, 2013 
(2) 
OAKVALE, W. Va (WVVA)-- 370 people are finally getting clean running water. That means less 
danger, in more ways than one, for the people in Oakvale, Mercer County. 
 
Many people there were relying on wells, which some say caved in occasionally, to bring running water 
into their houses. 
 
Officials with the Oakvale Road Public Service District tell WVVA that some of those wells tested 
positive for E-coli and other dangerous contaminants. 

But after a ceremony Friday, residents celebrated being connected to main water lines through the WV 
American Water Company. 

It's called the Mercer/Summers Phase IV A and Kellysville I and II Extension Water Project. 

Pamela Browning, Manager of the Public Service District, said, "They don't have to worry about their 
wells going dry, they don't have to take their clothes to a laundromat." 

But local fire department can celebrate, too. The Oakvale Volunteer Fire Department used to need to pull 
water from creeks and streams to fight fires. Now, they can use hydrants. 
 



Kevin Weiss, a local firefighter, said creeks are unreliable and before the connection, part of the danger 
of fighting a fire was finding the water to do it with. 
 
"Creeks freeze over and in the dry weather they pretty much dry up. So we only had a few spots in the 
dry water we could even get water. So it's a big asset," he said. 
 
The Oakvale School will also benefit. They no longer have to bring in bottled water for the students. 
 
This whole project costs $7.2 million, and is paid for by grants and loans. 
 
The next phase will connect a section of elgood... And officials are now working on funding for that 
project. 

 
August 26, 2013 
(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Two police officers named in a federal indictment against a Mingo 
County judge are accused in federal court cases with other alleged misconduct. 
 
The Charleston Gazette reports West Virginia State Police Trooper Brandon Moore and Gilbert Police 
Officer Nathan Glanden are accused in separate federal lawsuits with beating criminal suspects. 
 
Federal prosecutors accused both officers of helping Circuit Judge Michael Thornsbury attempt to frame 
his romantic rival for drug possession, larceny and assault.  
 
Thornsbury has pleaded not guilty to conspiracy charges. Neither Moore nor Glanden were charged. 
 
Moore has been suspended pending an internal state police investigation. As of Friday, Glanden 
remained at work, but neither he nor Gilbert Police Chief Michael Rasmussen returned telephone calls 
seeking comment. 
 
Attempts to find a telephone number for Moore were unsuccessful. 

August 28, 2013 

(8) 

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, W.Va. (AP) -- Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin says he's not willing to sit back 
and let all of the natural gas products extracted in West Virginia be piped out of state to create jobs 
elsewhere. 

Tomblin told attendees of the West Virginia Chamber of Commerce's Business Summit at The 
Greenbrier Resort on Wednesday that the development of shale gas and associated liquids like ethane 
and propane offer enormous potential for the state. 

He says officials are working hard to develop the infrastructure that will support an entire industry for 
generations to come. He says plans for billions of dollars of investment are on the drawing board. 

The three-day business summit also will feature addresses by Attorney General Patrick Morrisey, West 
Virginia Supreme Court Chief Justice Brent Benjamin and several congressional and legislative leaders. 

August 28, 2013 
(2) 
A Beckley nurse is charged with delivery of a controlled substance. 



Authorities served a search warrant on the Stanley Street residence of Crystal Graham, and found 
various types of medications that had been taken from Jackie Withrow Hospital. 

Graham worked there as a LPN. 

The investigation is continuing and further charges are possible. 

Graham is in southern regional jail on a $25,000 bond. 

August 30, 2013 
(2) 
WELCH (WVVA) - A McDowell County couple charged with child abuse after their children were 
found living in filthy conditions last week have waived their right to a preliminary hearing. 

Michael and Crystal Perry both appeared in McDowell County Magistrate Court Friday morning. The 
two were arrested and charged with child abuse creating substantial risk of injury last Thursday after 
their children -- ages one and two -- were found handling and even eating human excrement at their 
home in the Ashland area. 

View WVVA.com's previous reports on this case 

A motion to reduce bond for the pair was denied by Magistrate Danny Mitchell. 

In speaking to WVVA News at the courtroom, Crystal's father said his daughter and son-in-law were not 
at home at the time Child Protective Services workers came to the home to remove the children. 

Crystal's father tells WVVA News that the children were in the care of a babysitter at the time. 

Melina Chappell, a friend of the family, told WVVA News that Crystal was a good mother. 

See more from the courtroom this evening on WVVA News at 6. 

September 1, 2013 
(2) 
BECKLEY (WVVA) -- A man is arrested for murder in Raleigh County Saturday. 

West Virginia State Police arrested Aaron Portis, of Beckley, without incident for the murder of Deborah 
Dalton.  Dalton was found dead in Harper Heights, Raleigh County on August 19. 

After searching Portis' home, police found marijuana and cocaine.  Portis and another man, Brandon 
Burdette, have also been charged with possession of a controlled substance with intent to deliver. 

Both are being held in Southern Regional Jail.   

September 2, 2013 
(2) 
RAINELLE (WVVA) - Four People were arrested over the weekend on meth charges.  

Thomas Sanford, Angalique Ramsey, Richard Barker and James Avery were arrested in Rainelle after 
police say they found the materials to make meth along with a meth lab inside a home. 

Avery is a wanted fugitive in the state of Georgia. 

September 2, 2013 
(2, 8) 
OAK HILL (WVVA) – The Fayette County Sheriff's Office is seeking information on several counterfeit 
bills that were passed in the area on Saturday, August 31, 2013.  

The Sheriff's Office has confirmed that three $100.00 bills and the $50.00 bill received were counterfeit.  



Sheriff Steve Kessler released the following information: "Two females from the local area reported that 
they had been at The Spotlight nightclub in Oak Hill and had met four young black males who were 
freely handing out money to "all of the pretty girls" in the bar. These females stated these individuals 
were passing out $100.00 and $50.00 bills and were paying for drinks at the bar using $20.00 bills. 
These females were suspicious that these bills were counterfeit and checked them at a local convenience 
store the following day. After confirming that these bills were counterfeit, the girls then contacted the 
Sheriff's Office to report this." 

This incident remains under investigation by Deputy C.M. Fitzwater and the Deputy C.M. Fitzwater and 
the Detective Bureau of the Fayette County Sheriff's Office and by the United States Secrete Service.  

Anyone having any information regarding this is urged to contact the Fayette County 911 Center at (304) 
574-3590 or Crime Stoppers at (304) 255-7867. 

September 4, 2013 
(2) 
FAYETTEVILLE (WVVA) - The trial of a Fayette County teacher charged with two counts of battery 
against her kindergarten students has been continued. 

Kathleen Wade, a teacher at Fayetteville Elementary, was scheduled to appear in front of Fayette County 
Magistrate Young Wednesday. 

Witnesses say they saw Wade smack two of her students on separate occasions at the end of last school 
year. 

She is still employed with Fayette County Schools, but will not have contact with students until her fate 
is determined in court.   

September 4, 2013 
(2) 
CLARKSBURG, W.Va. (AP and WVVA) -- A Kentucky man has been charged with abducting and 
raping a 14-year-old West Virginia girl he met online, then forcing her to have sex with a Fairmont man. 

State Police charged 22-year-old Radcliff resident Lewis Kelly Dailey in Marion County on Wednesday. 
He was in the North Central Regional Jail on $2 million bond. 

The Exponent-Telegram says Dailey faces kidnapping, trafficking a minor, sexual assault and conspiracy 
charges. 

State Police Cpl. S.D. Swiger says Dailey knew the victim was a minor. Swiger says Dailey met her 
Sunday, took her to a Fairmont home and raped her, then watched while 27-year-old Jamey Glen Dodrill 
raped her on Tuesday. 

A Silver Alert had been issued Monday after the teen was reported missing. The alert was canceled after 
she turned herself into law enforcement officer. 

Dodrill is charged with the same offenses and jailed on $750,000 bond. 

It's unclear whether either man has an attorney. 

September 5, 2013 
(2) 
BLUEFIELD Va. (WVVA) - A Tazewell County mother will spend the four years behind bars for the 
abuse of her 6-month-old child. 



Jessica Mae Young, 25, of Bluefield, Va., was sentenced Wednesday to 10 years in prison in Tazewell 
County Circuit Court on the charge of felony child abuse. All but four years of the sentence was 
suspended by Judge Larry Kirksey. 

Young, a mother of four, had previously pleaded guilty to the abuse of the 6-month-old girl -- her 
youngest. 

Authorities said the girl had suffered severe head trauma while in the care of Young, in addition to an 
apparent cigarette burn to her forearm. 

A worker with Child Protective Services testified that Young gave multiple conflicting statements 
regarding the child's injuries. 

Further investigation had revealed that Young had previously had two children removed from her care 
while living in Arizona, and that this infant was third of her children to suffer significant head trauma. 

Kirksey ordered Young to serve five years probation after her incarceration, to undergo mental health 
counseling and to have no contact with any minors. 

Tazewell County Commonwealth Attorney Dennis Lee released the following comment:  

"While I argued for a lengthier sentence and feel it was deserved, I respect the Court's sentence as it was 
eight times the Sentencing Guidelines recommendation. I would like to commend the Department of 
Social Services and the Tazewell County Sheriff's Office for a swift and thorough investigation. I believe 
their actions possibly saved an innocent child's life." 

September 5, 2013 
(2) 
FAYETTEVILLE (WVVA) – A Fayette County Sheriff's Deputy has resigned after admitting to taking 
funds from a pair of organizations, Sheriff Steve Kessler says. 

Sgt. Stephen Gray admitted to taking an undisclosed amount of money from the Deputy Sheriff's 
Association and the New River Tactical Unit. 

It happened after the groups held a concealed weapons class as a fundraiser for a local family. 

Kessler says he gave Gray the opportunity to quit or he would be fired. Gray elected to step down. 

It will now be up to the individual groups whether to press charges against Gray. 

 
September 6, 2013 
(9) 
GRANDVIEW (WVVA)- According to meteorologists, West Virginia had almost 60 percent more 
rainfall than usual this summer. 

For farmers this is not a good thing. 

Some say the ideal weather is rain shortly after you plan your crops then again two or three weeks later. 

Too much rain and not enough rain are both damaging. 

The rain has caused farmers to have significantly less hay and rotting vegetables. 

Corn and potatoes are doing well. 

 Local farmers say this summer has been a disaster for small gardens.  



September 6, 2013 
(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Members of Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin's Blue Ribbon Commission on 
Highways are suggesting an increase in tolls and vehicle fees as part of a plan to generate $1.1 billion in 
funding for state infrastructure. 

The commission is finalizing a report that will be sent to Tomblin, which will list suggestions for how 
West Virginia might raise road project funding. 

The Charleston Daily Mail reports that the commission suggests the state increase tolls on the West 
Virginia Turnpike, raise fees at the Division of Motor Vehicles by $77.4 million and create a $200 
annual registration fee for alternative fuel vehicles. 

The commission's suggestions would generate just over $100 million and members believe they can 
generate another $1 billion by borrowing money through road bonds. 

 
September 9. 2013 
(2) 
LEWISBURG (WVVA) - Josh Miller, of Greenbrier County, is hosting a food drive to benefit Dream 
Weaver Special Needs Activity Center and Lewisburg and White Sulphur Springs Food Pantries. 

Dream Weaver is a center where people with special needs can go to workout, spend time with their 
friends and be a part of an organization. 

Miller has raised three hundred and fifty dollars, collected over 500 cans of food, over 1,000 bottles of 
water and over 350 packages of dry food.  

His goal is to raise over 3,000 food items. 

People can donate at the Lewisburg Wal-Mart for the next two Fridays. 

Miller will be at the food entrance collecting the donations from 9:00A.M. until 2:00P.M. 

September 11, 2013 
(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. – A Nicholas County man was sentenced to federal prison on Sept. 10 for his 
role in an oxycodone distribution conspiracy, announced U.S. Attorney Booth Goodwin.  Andrew Eric 
Lough, 29, of Persinger, Nicholas County, W.Va., was sentenced to eight years in prison.  During the 
summer of 2011 until August 27, 2012, Lough sold oxycodone tablets in and around Nicholas County.  
On several occasions, Lough provided between 20 to 100 30-milligram oxycodone tablets to his co-
conspirator, Charles Edward Thomas, 37, of Summersville, W.Va.   

Thomas previously pleaded guilty in April to oxycodone distribution.  He was sentenced on Sept. 9 to 
two years and nine months in federal prison. 

During the conspiracy, Thomas paid Lough $50 per tablet after completing illegal pill transactions.  
Lough frequently obtained oxycodone pills from his source of supply located in Bluefield, W.Va.  On 
April 11, 2012, Lough traveled to Alabama to purchase a Dodge Viper.  While he was away, Lough 
directed Thomas to continue selling oxycodone tablets.  Police used a confidential informant to purchase 
two 30-milligram oxycodone pills from Thomas.  The pill transaction occurred at Lough's Nicholas 
County residence.  Officers executed a search warrant on Lough's residence.  During the search, police 
found a safe that contained 75 30-milligram tablets and $1,126 in cash in Lough's bedroom.  The cash 
found in the safe contained U.S. currency that was previously used during two pill transactions that were 



monitored by law enforcement.  Police also seized a loaded .22 caliber pistol, a hunting rifle and a 
loaded .410 caliber pistol.     

The investigation was conducted by the Central West Virginia Drug Task Force.  Assistant United States 
Attorney Joshua Hanks handled the prosecutions.  The sentences were handed down by United States 
District Judge Thomas E. Johnston.   

This case was brought as part of an ongoing effort led by the United States Attorney's Office for the 
Southern District of West Virginia to combat the illicit sale and misuse of prescription drugs.  The U.S. 
Attorney's Office, joined by federal, state and local law enforcement agencies, is committed to 
aggressively pursuing and shutting down illegal pill trafficking, eliminating open air drug markets, and 
curtailing the spread of opiate painkillers in communities across the Southern District. 

September 13, 2013 
(2) 
MEADOW BRIDGE (WVVA) - A Meadow Bridge man wanted in connection with the operation of a 
meth lab has been arrested. 

Matthew Dale Fox, 43, of Meadow Bridge was arrested Monday afternoon, after allegedly fleeing from 
police nearly a week earlier at the site of a meth lab operation in an abandoned building in the Meadow 
Bridge area. 

Fox was arraigned and released on $1,500 bond. 

The Fayette County Sheriff's Office says multiple tips through their website and Facebook page helped 
lead them to the suspect. 

"The quick arrest in connection with this incident is directly attributable to the tips and leads that we 
received from the public," Sheriff Steve Kessler said. 

MEADOW BRIDGE (WVVA) - The Fayette County Sheriff's Department is searching for a Meadow 
Bridge man believed to be connected to the operation of a meth lab. 

On Tuesday, sheriff's deputies responded to reports of a meth lab being operated in the Meadow Bridge 
area. 

Upon arrival at the scene, a male subject fled on foot. Deputies found a crude meth lab at the site inside 
an abandoned building. 

On Thursday, deputies issued a warrant for Matthew Dale Fox, 43, of Meadow Bridge. Fox is described 
as a white male, 6'1", approximately 200 pounds with blue eyes and long dark hair and a receding 
hairline. 

His last known residence was at 8665 Backus Road in Meadow Bridge. 

Anyone with information concerning Fox's whereabouts is asked to contact The Fayette County 911 
Center at 304-574-3590, Crimestoppers at 304-255-STOP or you may submit tips online a 
www.fayettesheriffwv.net or on the Fayette County Sheriff's Office Facebook page. 

 

September 16, 2013 
(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- State highways officials say West Virginia's bridges are safe despite 
dozens that are in disrepair and at risk of collapse if hit hard enough in the wrong place. 



An Associated Press review of federal records found that 178 West Virginia bridges are classified as 
"fracture critical" and "structurally deficient." Experts say the combination of red-flag categories is 
particularly problematic. 

The federal government requires states to inspect bridges at least every two years, a mandate inspired by 
the 1967 collapse of the Silver Bridge linking Point Pleasant to Ohio that killed 46 people. 

West Virginia Department of Transportation spokesman Brent Walker says inspections are done more 
frequently if specific problems or deficiencies are found. 

Look up bridges in your county: http://hosted.ap.org/specials/interactives/wdc/bridges/ 

September 17, 2013 
(2) 
TAZEWELL, W. Va (WVVA)-- Police in Tazewell County are on the lookout for the source of alleged 
counterfeit money being passed around the West end of the county. 

Major Harold Heatley with the Tazewell County Sheriff's Office says three $20 bills, $60 in all, have 
been recovered from two businesses in the Raven and Richlands areas-- a convenience store and a gas 
station. 

The names of these businesses are not being released. 

Heatley says police are looking for the source of these counterfeit bills. So far they have no one in 
custody over the alleged counterfeiting. 

If you have information, police ask you to call the Tazewell Co. Sheriff's detectives office at 276-988-
0645. 

September 18, 2013 
(2) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- A private foundation's report says West Virginia isn't doing a good job 
of delivering health care services for low-income residents. 

The Commonwealth Fund released a report Wednesday that ranks West Virginia tied for 41st among the 
states. 

The New York and Washington, D.C.-based organization looked at 30 different indicators in four 
categories. 

While West Virginia did a better-than-average job in providing appropriate preventive care screenings 
and treatment for low-income residents, it was average for health-care access and affordability, and near 
the bottom in promoting healthy lifestyles and avoiding unnecessary hospital use. 

The report finds big gaps between the highest- and lowest-performing states. For instance, low-income 
adults in West Virginia are far more likely to lose six or more teeth to decay or disease compared to 
Connecticut, Hawaii and Utah. 

September 18, 2013 
(3) 
BLUEFIELD, VA (WVVA)-- Many school officials tell WVVA they won't overlook truancy anymore. 
Mercer County Schools team up with the court system to handle excessive truancy. 
 
In Greenbrier County, a program pairs a school probation officer with at-risk students. 
 
In Virginia, state and county rules apply to truant students. But many believe more should be done. 



"I think collaboration between everybody's behalf," said Graham Middle School principal Lee Salyers. 
Between the school division, between the court division, between the parents and the court division... 
We all need to take the time to work something out." 

School officials tell us the stakes are higher after graduation, and a great way they can help students 
succeed -- is keeping them in class. 

September 19, 2013 
(8) 
Charleston (AP) -  
The Office of Disciplinary Counsel wants the West Virginia Supreme Court to suspend the law license 
of a prosecutor named in the latest corruption case against Mingo County Circuit Judge Michael 
Thornsbury. 

A petition delivered Thursday says Prosecutor Michael Sparks has engaged in a pattern of egregious 
misconduct. 

It also says he appears unable or unwilling to represent the best interests of the people of Mingo County. 

Sparks has denied any wrongdoing. 

The petition says Sparks has been under investigation by disciplinary counsel since Thornsbury was 
indicted in a separate criminal case last month. He's charged with trying to frame a romantic rival for 
crimes the man didn't commit. 

Thornsbury is now charged with participating in a scheme involving Sparks to protect the former sheriff 
from revelations he'd bought drugs. 

September 23, 2013 
(2) 
BLACKSBURG, Va. (AP) -- Virginia Tech researchers are conducting a study aimed at reducing 
accidents on a fog-prone stretch of Interstate 77. 

The Roanoke Times reports that the study will determine the ideal brightness and color for new variable 
speed limit signs. The Department of Transportation plans to install the signs between Fancy Gap and 
the North Carolina border. 

The signs can be quickly changed to drop the speed limit when visibility is reduced. 

Currently, there's only one electronic message board in each direction near the fog-prone area to warn 
motorists. 

The most recent accident occurred Saturday when an Ohio man was killed in a six-vehicle crash. On 
March 31, three people were killed and 25 were injured in a 95-vehicloe pileup. 

September 23, 2013 
(3) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia's largest teachers union is calling for higher pay that's 
competitive with surrounding states. 
The West Virginia Education Association launched its competitive salary campaign during a news 
conference on Monday. 

West Virginia's average teacher salary is about $45,000, which ranks 48th in the nation. The national 
average is about $55,000. 

WVEA President Dale Lee says the state needs to be competitive with its surrounding states, all of 
which have larger average salaries for their teachers. 



Those average salaries range from nearly $49,000 in Virginia to about $64,000 in Pennsylvania. 
However, Lee declined to specify what the union believes would be a competitive salary. 

Lee also didn't specify where the state would get the money for raises. Every $1,000 salary increase 
would cost the state about $26.4 million. 

September 24, 2013 

BLACKSBURG, Va. (AP) -- Virginia Tech says the driver's license numbers of more than 16,000 job 
applicants may have been accessed when a computer server was hacked. 

Virginia Tech said Tuesday in a news release the server in its Department of Human Resources was 
illegally accessed on Aug. 28, exposing information from job applications. 

More than 144,000 people used the school's online employment application process between 2003 and 
2013. Virginia Tech says 16,642 people provided their driver's license numbers in response to a question 
regarding professional licenses or certificates. 

Virginia Tech says it has notified these applicants about the potential exposure of their driver's license 
numbers. 

The server also contains standard employment information for all the applicants. 

Virginia Tech says the breach didn't compromise Social Security, credit card or date of birth of 
information. 

September 25, 2013 
(2) 
Oak Hill - Alumni of Oak Hill High School are asking the community for help with a special project at 
the school. 

The road to John P. Duda Stadium is filled with potholes and poor water drainage has caused holes 
around the school property. 

With Oak Hill possibly hosting a playoff game or a cross country meet, alumni are asking for your help 
to give back because in tough economic times state and local grants to fix the problem may be hard to 
get.  Here's the address if you can help: 

Oak Hill High School-Collins High School Alumni Pothole Fund 

P.O. Box 462 

Oak Hill, West Virginia  25901 

c/o: Stadium Improvements 

 

September 26, 2013 
(2) 
BLUEFIELD (WVVA) -- What is the worst thing about the state you live in?  
A study came up with statistically the worst things about all 50 states. It was originally done by 
pleatedjeans.com and the Cartographic Research Lab at the University of Alabama.  

West Virginia has the highest rate of heart attacks in the nation. Dr. Naeem Qazi says the statistic could 
be due to a number of factors including the high rate of diabetes, high blood pressure, high cholesterol, 
and family history of heart issues.  



Virginia has the highest number of alcohol-related motorcycle deaths. Chief Harry Cundiff with the 
Bluefield, VA Police Department says this statistic could be due to the high number of highways and 
paved roads in the state.  

To view the worst things about the other states visit http://www.policymic.com/articles/64665/what-is-
the-most-screwed-up-thing-about-your-state-check-this-chart.  

 

September 26, 2013 
(8) 
MARTINSBURG, W.Va. (AP) -- Beckley, Martinsburg and the Teays Valley area of Putnam County are 
no longer eligible for a federal program that subsidizes home loans for low-income residents. 
All three are now considered metropolitan statistical areas, based upon the 2010 U.S. Census. That 
makes them ineligible for the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Rural Development subsidized housing 
loan program. 
State Rural Development director Bobby Lewis announced the changes this week. They are effective 
Oct. 1. 
Wendell Alt with the Martinsburg Rural Development office tells The Journal that the program's 
population cutoff is 10,000 residents. 
According to the census, Martinsburg's 2010 population was 17,227. Beckley's population was 17,614 
and Teays Valley's population was 13,175. 
 
Septmeber 29, 2013 
(3) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia higher education officials are considering a proposed rule 
that addresses emergency procedures, communication and other campus safety issues. 

The rule establishes guidelines and procedures for four-year schools to follow when planning and 
responding to campus emergencies. 

It requires all schools to have a plan in place to deal with natural disasters, shooting incidents, infectious 
disease outbreaks and other campus emergencies. 

The West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission is expected to vote on the rule during a special 
meeting on Friday. If approved, the rule would be submitted to the Secretary of State's Office for a 30-
day public comment period. 

 
September 30, 2013 
(8) 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- A state task force says West Virginia should require underground coal 
mines to have systems that warn miners when they get too close to machinery. 

The Charleston Gazette reports that the West Virginia Mine Safety Technology Task Force voted last 
week to recommend that the state adopt a rule requiring mines to use proximity detection systems. 

The West Virginia Board of Coal Mine Health and Safety is scheduled to consider the recommendation 
on Thursday. 

The proposal was first made in 2008 by a team of inspectors from the state Office of Miners' Health, 
Safety and Training. But state officials never acted on it. 

September 30, 2013 
(2) 



HINTON, W.Va. (AP) -- Hinton officials are planning to offer city-operated day care to residents. 

The day care center will fill a void left by the closure of the city's only private provider. 

Mayor Joe Blankenship tells The Register-Herald that the center will not only benefit the community but 
also allow the city to utilize empty space in the Hinton Technology Center. 

He says the day care center also will contribute to the city's economic growth. Quality child care options 
for workers are a drawing point for company officials who are looking for a place to open businesses. 

The State Fire Marshal's Office is reviewing the city's plans for the center. The center is expected to 
open later this year. 

 

Network Programming 
 

 
 
 
 

In addition to our locally produced programming specifically designed to respond to the 
problems and needs of our viewing area, network programs often cover issues relating to 
our local problems and needs. 
The following are selected episodes of regular problems and specials, which, in our 
judgment, contribute to serving the problems and needs of our community.  Highlights of 
topics and issues televised this quarter are detailed. 
 

 
TODAY SHOW 
Monday-Friday  7:00-11:00 am (240 minutes) 
Saturday   7:00-9:00 am (120 minutes) 
Sunday   8:00-9:00 am (60 minutes) 
 
Nightly News 
Monday-Friday  6:30-7:00 pm (30 minutes) 
 
DATELINE 

Friday                               9:00-9:30 (60 minutes) 

MEET THE PRESS 
Sunday            11:00-12:00 (60 minutes) 
  
THE DOCTORS 
Monday-Friday           4:00-5:00 pm (60 minutes) 
 



DR. PHIL 
Monday-Friday  3:00-4:00 pm (60 minutes) 
 
The Daily Buzz (EVVA) 
Monday-Friday                6:00-7:30 am (90 minutes)  
 
 
 

Short Form Programming 
 
 

 
Short Form Programming provides an opportunity to local organizations to get their 
message out to the community. We produced ten to thirty second commercials for 
anything from job fairs, to tips for a healthier life, even finding the right doctor for you 
in our area. We also support our local foundations that raise awareness for childhood 
cancer, breast cancer, babies born premature, and any health concerns affecting our local 
area, including Food Safety. WVVA also organizes its own events, like urging people in 
our community to work towards a healthier lifestyle, while producing segments that help 
take fugitives of the streets, and recognizing veterans and active military personnel that 
have fought or are fighting for our country. 

 
Special Services Provided for Community 

 
 
 
 

 
CLOSED CAPTIONING 

 
During the quarter, WVVA-TV Closed Captioning regularly scheduled newscasts per 
day Monday-Friday 5:30 am, Monday-Friday 7:25 am, 7:55 am, 8:25 am, 8:55 am; 
Mon.-Fri. 6:00 pm; Mon.-Sun. 11:00 pm.  This allows hearing-impaired viewers, with 
the proper decoding devices, the opportunity to read, in printed text form, on the bottom 
of their television screen, the information presented on the audio portion of the news 
broadcast. WVVA-TV offers this area’s only closed Captioning local news 
programming. 
 
August 28, 2013 



 
WVVA had a School visit by the Fifth Element Lego’s League Team home-school group 
for the Weather Department.   
 
September 30, 2013 
 
Warm Morning Coat Drive brought to you by WVVA and City National Bank, Grant’s 
and Grand’s Home Furnishings.  People in the community are providing donated coats 
for the coming winter months.  Began 9/30/2013.  


