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Quarterly Issues Programs List 
 

Quarterly Issues Programs List for Station – WYQQ-FM 
October 01, 2021 – December 31, 2021 (Quarter 4) 

Placed in the Public File – January 6, 2022 
 
 

Section I.  Issues. 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our 
community in this quarter:   

1.) Public Safety:  Issues relating to the public safety and welfare of local 
listeners in Central Massachusetts. 

2.) Health/Covid 19 Pandemic:  Issues relating to issues that pose a health risk 
in Central Massachusetts and surrounding territories in the Commonweath , 
epidemics, public safety notices that relate to above issues. 

3.) Government/Financial:  Issues relating to local & state budgetary issues 
and how it relates to the local taxpayer in our community. 

4.) Extreme Weather:  Issues relating to extreme weather conditions, school 
closings, cancellations, weather watches & warnings & state issued 
protocols. 

5.) Drug Epidemic:  The ongoing issue of drug abuse, epidemic and opioid 
addiction in our community and solutions being offered. 

6.) Transportation:  Issues relating to public transportation not limited to WRTA, 
Mass Transit, road construction or traffic impacts on major highways. 

7.) Housing & Homelessness:  Issues relating to the advancement of helping 
those seeking shelter, housing assistance in the local community. 

8.) Education:  Issues relating to education, local schools, budgets and welfare 
of students on the public & private level. 

9.) Employment:  Announcements and issues relating to job opportunities in the 
public / private sectors throughout Worcester, MA county. 

10.) Special Interest:  Public interest news & events that pertain to volunteerism, 
activism, local sports interest, etc. in Central Massachusetts. 

 
Section II.  Responsive Programs 

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above-referenced 
issues.  Programming dealing with each issue is set out below. 
 
Program:  “Q-Newstrends” 
Length of Program:  3:00   
Program Days: Monday-Friday  
Program Times:  6am / 6:30am / 7am / 7:30am / 8:00am / 8:30am 

Date Aired    Issue Discussed Program: Q-Newstrends (Synopsis) 

10-01-21 Health / COVID-19 

Gov. Charlie Baker approved an extension of the Covid paid leave 
program until April 1. The program was first authorized under a law passed 
in May with the intention of giving workers time to quarantine, recover, get 
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vaccinated, or help a family member dealing with the coronavirus 

10-01-21 

Health / COVID-19 The Town of Auburn implemented a mask requirement in municipal 
buildings effective now. The order, signed by Town manager Julie 
Jacobson requires all town employees in to wear face coverings while 
performing official duties in a town building. The order also requires all 
visitors over the age of two-years-old to wear face coverings inside 
municipal buildings. 

10-01-21 Business 

Smith & Wesson is moving its headquarters and significant elements of its 
operations to \Tennessee, in 2023 — partly in response to a proposed 
state law that would have banned it from making assault-style weapon and 
certain handguns here. Unfortunately, The company will have to lay off 550 
local workers. 

10-01-21 

Community Interest The Worcester Fire Fighters IAAF Local 1009 held their annual "Fill the 
Boot" fundraising effort for the Muscular Dystrophy Association. Worcester 
firefighters were spread out at intersections across the city and raised 
$19,000 for MDA. 

10-04-21 

Health / COVID-19 St. Vincent Hospital “reaffirmed” its commitment to permanent replacement 
nurses hired since the nurses’ strike began. The hospital says it’s 
committed to serve patient needs while union nurses continue to strike, 
going over 6 months now and rejecting multiple agreement offers from the 
hospital 

10-04-21 

Govt / Financial A pipeline and natural gas liquidation plant from Northeast Energy is being 
proposed in Charlton recommended for approval on Sept. 20 and will go 
up for a final vote before a state board this week. The project will cost $100 
million, including the cost of land acquisition. 

10-04-21 

Health / COVID-19 The COVID-19 pandemic has pushed universities to suspend requiring the 
SAT or ACT as admission requirements into undergraduate programs for 
the fall semester. However, many of Worcester’s college’s and universities 
have collaboratively decided to take a 'Holistic' approach instead: 
Standardized tests for admission to area colleges will no longer be 
required 

10-04-21 

Community Interest The UMass Memorial Police host three sessions of "Coffee with a Cop" 
outside the hospital cafeteria on Tuesday and Wednesday this week. The 
Department described the sessions as having no agenda or speeches, just 
a chance to ask questions, voice concerns, and get to know officers in your 
community. 

10-05-21 Govt / Financial 

The U.S. Supreme Court decided against hearing an appeal of a decision 
that found Gov. Charlie Baker did not overstep his authority with sweeping 
orders to close businesses and limit gatherings to control the coronavirus 
early in the pandemic The lawsuit argued that Baker had no authority to 
issue public health-related orders under the state’s Civil Defense Act, 

10-05-21 

Govt / Financial Western Worcester District Court on East Main Street in East Brookfield is 
slated to undergo improvements. Neighboring Spencer's acting town 
administrator said the town is in negotiations with the state to relocate the 
court to the former Maple Street School, which currently houses the senior 
center. 

10-05-21 

Community Interest Facebook, as well as subsidiaries Instagram and WhatsApp, all suffered 
an outage Monday that was longer than four hours (and counting) at 
publication time. It’s been reported their servers were down for several 
hours, which caused the worldwide social media platform to remain 
dormant. 

10-05-21 

Transportation As airlines are returning to the Worcester Airport, a $2.1-million renovation 
project is underway on the northern end of Taxiway B at the Worcester 
Regional Airport The majority of the funding for the project, which is not 
expected to impact flights, is covered by a grant from the FAA. 
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10-06-21 

Health / COVID-19 The Massachusetts AFL-CIO on Monday became the latest to weigh in on 
the St. Vincent Hospital nurses’ strike, asking state and federal lawmakers 
to urge the hospital to settle. Meanwhile the hospital has offered 
bargaining agreements to the striking nurses which continue to be rejected 
by their union. 

10-06-21 Govt / Financial 

For the first time in 26 years, the fees for hunting, freshwater fishing, and 
trapping licenses will be increased over the next five years. Currently an 
average resident fishing or hunting license costs $22.50, increasing to $26 
next year and by 2026 it will increase to $40. 

10-06-21 

Housing / 
Homelessness 

Massachusetts’ federal rental assistance program reached a distribution 
milestone on Friday, making the state eligible for greater allocation of 
funds from the U.S. Government, according Gov. Charlie Baker 
Administration. the rental assistance program was created to support 
renters and landlords during the coronavirus pandemic. 

10-06-21 

Housing / 
Homelessness 

A new apartment, soon to become a home to an Afghan family of five, was 
being set up by local volunteers and members of the Welcoming Alliance 
for Refugee Ministry (WARM). The family, consisting of two parents, 
daughters age 9 and 7 and a 2-year-old son, came to Massachusetts 
about a week ago and are being resettled through the Refugee and 
Immigrant Assistance Center, based out of Boston. 

10-07-21 

Govt / Financial The striking nurses in Worcester are no longer entitled to unemployment 
benefits, according to the Massachusetts Nurses Association and the 
hospital. The ruling stated that benefits should be discontinued effective 
the week ending Aug. 7. Any striking nurse who has collected 
unemployment since then must refund the full amount to the state. 

10-07-21 

Housing / 
Homelessness 

State lawmakers wants to invest $400-500 million in construction projects 
to build more homes, apartments and condominiums to create a higher 
supply. The lawmakers also want to cut red tape and loosen certain zoning 
laws and regulations that could get in the way of building homes. 

10-07-21 Community Interest 

Bill Belichick says the decision to part ways with Pro Bowl cornerback 
Stephon Gilmore was mutual. The Patriots coach released a statement 
following the stunning news from Wednesday morning, calling Gilmore “a 
true professional and class act” in the process. Gilmore is heading to 
Carolina Panthers. 

10-07-21 

Business The construction of Table Talk Pies’ new 145,000-square-foot 
headquarters on Gardner Street in Worcester has been completed, 
according to a Wednesday press release from Boylston construction 
contractor RP Masiello Inc., which performed the work. When fully 
operating, the new facility will bake and package 30 million pies a year, 

10-08-21 Community Interest 

Prayers for the family of a girl who was transported via Life Flight 
helicopter to UMass Medical Center in Worcester yesterday with injuries 
she sustained after she was struck by a car not far from Uxbridge High 
School. Police said the driver involved remained on scene and is 
cooperating with authorities as they continue to investigate the incident. 

10-08-21 

Education The National Guard will now help students get to school in 13 school 
districts across Massachusetts, after state public safety officials 
announced an expansion of the program to also cover Worcester and the 
Wachusett Regional School District. 
Gov. Charlie Baker last month activated the Guard to drive school 
transport vans known as 7D vehicles in districts that had requested help. 

10-08-21 

Health / COVID-19 Overall, Covid cases have begun to decrease after a two-month rise here 
in the Commonwealth. Data from the state on COVID tests by date the test 
was taken shows new cases dropped about 14% last week over the 
previous week, although some additional cases could still be reported. 

10-08-21 
Govt / Financial Several local nonprofit organizations in Central Massachusetts received 

money from the Baker-Polito administration's 2021 Community Investment 
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Tax Credit (CITC) program to help increase economic opportunities for 
low- and moderate-income residents. The program allocated nearly $9.7 
million in tax credits to 53 community development corporations. 

10-12-21 

Health / COVID-19 Some good news. Massachusetts reported an 8.2% drop in Covid cases 
from the previous week. The state ranked 41st among the states where 
coronavirus was spreading the fastest on a per-person basis. Across the 
state, cases fell in nine counties, with the best declines in Hampden, Essex 
and Worcester County 

10-12-21 

Transportation In Massachusetts, the average gas price went up 8.4 cents per gallon to 
$3.16. The lowest price in the state was $2.87 while the highest was $4.29, 
a difference of 1.42 cents per gallon. The nation's gas prices were also 
pushed to their highest since 2014 

10-12-21 

Housing / 
Homelessness 

Tenants are ready to move into a recently completed, 31-unit housing 
project at 126 Chandler St. in Worcester to help lower income families. the 
project is a full conversion of the former Torrey Razor Co. factory and 
garage that includes a combination of one-, two- and three-bedroom 
apartments. 

10-12-21 

Community Interest More than 15,000 runners participated in the historic October Boston 
Marathon on Monday. This year’s Boston Marathon was the first in race 
history held outside of April. People from all walks of life all around the 
world gathered running to compete or in honor of a loved one. 

10-13-21 Education 

Gov. Charlie Baker on Tuesday has activated up to 200 members of the 
Massachusetts National Guard to help with COVID-19 testing in the state’s 
K-12 public schools, officials said. Additionally, Baker on Tuesday 
activated up to 250 Guard members to offset potential staffing shortages at 
the Massachusetts Department of Correction. They begin training this 
week. 

10-13-21 Govt / Financial 

Massachusetts lawmakers on Tuesday showcased potential new House 
and Senate district maps for the next decade, incorporating census data. 
The state’s population grew by 7.4%, according to the 2020 Census. 
Worcester surpassed 200,000 residents for the first time. Lawmakers want 
to focus on strengthening minority communities 

10-13-21 Business 

L.L. Bean will debut its first store in Central Massachusetts next week at 
the The Shoppes at Blackstone Valley in Millbury. 
The 15,000-square-foot store will officially opening Oct. 22.The Freeport, 
Maine-based retailer hired about 50 employees for its newest location in 
the largest open-air shopping center in Central Massachusetts. 

10-13-21 

Community Interest The Worcester Music Awards are back and now it's your chance to vote for 
your favorite musician, band, DJ and other artists. 
The annual awards show hosted by Pulse Magazine was canceled in 2020 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

10-14-21 Transportation 

Click it or fine? A new bill on Beacon Hill would charge drivers for not 
buckling up. House Bill 25-15 would allow law enforcement officers to pull 
someone over for not wearing their seatbelt and violators could then be 
slapped with a $50 fine. Opponents of the bill worry that it will increase 
instances of bias. 

10-14-21 Govt / Financial 

You may not have had to turn on your heat yet this fall but chances are 
when you do you will have to pay more. Residents and businesses can 
expect to pay up to 25% more on their heating bills. The increase in being 
blamed on inflation and higher oil prices as the country is now again 
dependant on foreign sources. 

10-14-21 

Business BioLife Plasma Services, part of the Japanese biopharmaceutical company 
Takeda, will open its first Massachusetts plasma center in Worcester on 
Saturday. The Worcester facility is slated to include 50 new jobs at the 68 
Stafford St. outpost. Plasma donations received at BioLife centers are 
used by Takeda to make therapies for a range of diseases 
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10-14-21 

Community Interest On Saturday, October 16, Bandits Youth Lacrosse hosts a free lacrosse 
clinic for boys and girls in grades 1 to 8 at Worcester Academy at 14 
Marion Ave. Instructors of the clinic include Worcester Academy coaches 
and players, Assumption College players, and other local area coaches. 
The clinic provides sticks to players that need one. 

10-15-21 

Health / COVID-19 The Massachusetts Health Connector took a “bad stumble” as it 
transitioned to a new call center vendor this week. early Tuesday, the 
Connector “began experiencing trouble accepting inbound member calls 
into Wednesday morning. but has since diagnosed and addressed the 
problem that created access hurdles for members. 

10-15-21 Transportation 

AAA and highway safety officials heighten awareness for “Move Over Law” 
According to state police, many drivers they’ve pulled over for this claim 
they didn’t know about the law. In the last 6 years, 1,600 people on the 
side of the road have been struck and killed by a passing vehicle. State 
officials raising more awareness to protect all involved on the side of the 
road. 

10-15-21 

Health / COVID-19 With a Nov. 1 deadline to receive the COVID-19 vaccine approaching, 
UMass Memorial Health has told its employees that workers will lose their 
jobs if they are not immunized by Dec. 1, according to a memo. The union 
representing the employees are looking into options to stop this measure. 

10-15-21 Community Interest 

World champion eater Joey Chestnut will compete in a pie eating contest 
during the first intermission of the Worcester Railers home opener 
presented by Table Talk Pies at the DCU Center on Saturday, Oct. 23. 
Chestnut will meet with fans prior to the game before competing in a pie 
eating contest on the ice during the first intermission. Chestnut will 
compete against local celebrities and two lucky fans. 

10-18-21 Health / COVID-19 

UMass Memorial Health workforce was notified that caregivers who did not 
receive their COVID-19 vaccines would be terminated on Dec. 1. After 
Nov. 15, employees who have not received their vaccine and do not have 
a religious or medical exemption, will be placed on a two-week suspended 
leave without pay. 

10-18-21 

Health / COVID-19 A protest group against mandated vaccinations gathered on Plantation and 
Belmont streets Sunday in view of UMass Memorial Medical Center. Many 
of the protesters were UMass health care workers who are protesting the 
hospital's Nov. 1 mandate citing personal choice and medical freedom. 

10-18-21 

Community Interest the Worcester Common Oval public skating rink will open this season. The 
city plans to have the rink ready by Thanksgiving weekend, pending 
weather. Public works crews were assembling the rink's sideboards on 
Friday. 

10-18-21 

Community Interest The 23rd annual UMass Cancer Walk and Run, which drew upward of 
5,000 participants to Polar Park Sunday. This year's efforts were headed to 
top $700,000, every dollar of which goes to adult and pediatric cancer 
research, clinical trials and medical education at UMass Chan Medical 
School. 

10-19-21 

Health / COVID-19 The Baker administration has said it would consider applications for 
vaccine mandate exemptions for state workers on a rolling basis. All 
remaining requests will be reviewed in the next two weeks as 1,600 
workers in the state have opted out of vaccine requirements. Yesterday 
marked the first full day after the deadline for executive branch workers to 
attest they are vaccinated. 

10-19-21 

Transportation In Massachusetts, the average gas price went up 7.7 cents per gallon to 
$3.24 Monday from last week. With OPEC holding back oil foreign 
production, even higher gas prices are expected in the weeks ahead and 
holiday drivers will feel the pinch of rising oil and gasoline prices. 

10-19-21 
Health / COVID-19 Saint Vincent Hospital has issued an open letter to the hospital’s striking 

nurses asking for them to accept its final offer and return to work. The offer 
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added requested workplace safety measures and hourly rate raises of up 
to 13.5% for some nurses. However, the striking nurses said “NO” to the 
offer. 

10-19-21 

Transportation JetBlue's non-stop service between Worcester and Fort Lauderdale 
resumes this week. JetBlue will also be adding a second daily nonstop 
flight to New York (JFK). Flights leave Worcester to JFK at 7:36 AM and 
1:35 PM beginning Thursday. 

10-20-21 Education 

Will mask mandates continue in Massachusetts schools? Education 
officials are planning to announce a decision on whether students will 
continue to need to wear face masks in school next month. Originally 
students were to wear them by October 1st, then pushed to November 
1st…now officials will likely extend as they make an announcement after 
the November 1st deadline. 

10-20-21 

Housing / 
Homelessness 

Homes in Massachusetts have become too expensive and that’s causing a 
slow down in purchases here. The median sale price increased to a 
September record of $509,000 last month, up over 7% from a year ago 
and over 27% from 2 years ago at this time.. In Worcester County, sales 
fell nearly 15% this past month. 

10-20-21 

Health / COVID-19 The Massachusetts Department of Public Health [DPH]announced that 
since September 1, the department confirmed 37 cases of influenza in 
Massachusetts by laboratory test. For this time of year, DPH says that is 
within the expected range. 

10-20-21 

Education Quinsigamond Community College [QCC] hosts an in-person All Campus 
Open House on Thursday, October 28, from 4:30 to 6:30 PM. The Open 
House will feature a Q&A session with representatives. Interested students 
can receive step-by-step enrollment assistance and may apply for 
admission on the spot. Campus tours will also be made available. 

10-21-21 

Health / COVID-19 Hundreds of Massachusetts employees and contractors are seeking 
religious exemptions from the state’s COVID-19 vaccine mandate. Baker 
said the administration will reach out to all of those who did not comply 
before implementing any disciplinary actions, which could include 
suspensions and terminations. 

10-21-21 Govt / Financial 

Sugary drinks in Massachusetts could carry a heavier price tag if two 
proposed bills are passed. Rep. Kay Khan, a Newton Democrat, is hoping 
to create a new tax on beverages high in sugar. The taxes, she said, could 
net $435 million of your money in tax revenue 

10-21-21 

Health / COVID-19 UMass Memorial Health is donating $1 million to the city to help establish 
the Worcester Health Equity Fund, supporting a range of health initiatives. 
The city will disburse $200,000 annually into the fund over the next five 
years. 

10-21-21 

Transportation AAA put together a list of fall foliage trips you have to take at least once 
with spots all over the Northeast, and a specific section on the 
commonwealth. AAA highlighted the top spot is along Route 2, known as 
the Mohawk Trail through the Berkshire Mountains. 

10-22-21 Govt / Financial 

Some people were overpaid in unemployment benefits here in 
Massachusetts. Now The Department of Unemployment Assistance is now 
going back and reviewing claims that were fulfilled during the 
pandemic.Hundreds of people received more money than they were 
supposed to and now the state is trying to get some of that money back. 

10-22-21 

Education The Worcester School Committee voted to implement a district-wide 
comprehensive sex education curriculum, even to smaller children have 
caused families to pull their kids out of the circiuculm. Since Oct. 7, the 
number of parents choosing that option has more than quadrupled, from 
600 to nearly 3000. Those opposed to the school’s circiculm have voiced 
support for abstinence education, but that was rejected by the school 
committee. 
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10-22-21 Business 

Amazon opened a new robotics manufacturing facility in Westborough, 
which added more than 200 new jobs. The drive units are mobile robots in 
warehouses designed to carry heavy shelves of inventory, which help fulfill 
customer orders. 

10-22-21 

Extreme Weather The National Weather Service has put out their New England winter 
predictions. They predict a colder, snowier winter with second La Nina 
winter in a row; Still, overall climate trends continue to warm 

10-25-21 

Health / COVID-19 the State Police Association of Massachusetts responded to the denial of a 
vaccine medical waiver by Gov. Charlie Baker's administration. Baker 
signed a mandate that required state employees be fully vaccinated or 
showi medical or religious exemption by Oct. 17. There’s concern of a 
massive depletion of law enforcement here in the state. 

10-25-21 

Health / COVID-19 Citing it as a "necessary step" and in line with a national labor law statute, 
the CEO of Tenet Healthcare in an open letter to state lawmakers and area 
elected officials, such as Mayor Joseph Petty defending the company's use 
of permanent replacement nurses as the St. Vincent Hospital nurses' strike 
nears its ninth month. 

10-25-21 

Jobs Even though many places are hiring, Massachusetts was the only state in 
September to see an increase in unemployment, according to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor up to 5.2%, just above the national average. This marks 
the second consecutive month Massachusetts’ unemployment rate has 
increased. 

10-25-21 

Business Specialty doughnut shop, Rocco's Doughnut Company -- with locations in 
Millbury and Westborough -- announced it will be opening its third shop at 
an undisclosed location in Worcester in early 2022. Rocco's opened up 
their first shop in Millbury in early 2018, and quickly opened up there 
Westborough shop the following year. 

10-26-21 

Govt / Financial Feeling overtaxed in Massachusetts? Well the state has over $3 Billion 
dollars in tax revenue unspent. Lawmakers want to spend $600 million into 
housing and $350 million into the environment and climate change. 
However Business groups have also been lobbying state lawmakers to use 
state surplus dollars to replenish the UI system, to reduce the long-term 
financial liability for employers. 

10-26-21 

Govt / Financial Pro-life advocates calling alarm on a new bill being put forward at Beacon 
Hill, where Democratic lawmaker Lindsay Sabadosa is the lead House 
sponsor of a bill that would require public universities in Massachusetts to 
provide medication abortion at student health centers. The bill, according 
to Sabadosa, applies to two “abortion pills” that can be taken on campus. 

10-26-21 Extreme Weather 

New England saw it’s first snow of the season. Snow fell from the sky 
yesterday morning acting as a “friendly reminder” of the winter to come. 
New Hampshire officials shared on Monday photos of the state’s 
Kancamagus Highway in the White Mountains covered in snow. 

10-26-21 

Extreme Weather The National Weather Service [NWS] issued a flood watch through 8 PM 
tomorrow across central Massachusetts. It also issued a wind advisory for 
much of the same area from 6 PM tonight through 2 PM on Wednesday. 
During the watch period, rainfall totals could reach three to five inches and 
may exceed one inch per hour at some times. 

10-27-21 

Govt / Financial Approximately 50 unvaccinated correction officers in Massachusetts have 
been suspended without pay as of Tuesday for not complying with Gov. 
Charlie Baker’s COVID-19 vaccine mandate. That number will likely 
fluctuate throughout the week as more disclipinary hearings are held 

10-27-21 

Education The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education notified 
Massachusetts school districts yesterday that the state will extend the 
mask requirement in all K-12 public schools through at least January 15, 
2022. The department will continue to evaluate other criteria for future 
consideration to lift the mask requirement 
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10-27-21 Community Interest 

The University of Massachusetts Amherst said no one was injured after a 
man was detained and students were ordered to shelter in place Tuesday 
afternoon. A handgun and ammunition were found inside the man’s vehicle 
and he was transported to an area hospital after threatening to harm 
himself. 

10-27-21 Health / COVID-19 

Massachusetts education officials have said schools cannot require a 
negative COVID-19 test for a student’s return to school after holidays or 
vacations. 
However the state says they encourage people to follow the recommended 
travel guidelines set by the CDC. 

10-28-21 Extreme Weather 

Resident in Central Mass thankful to have power this morning, however 
Gov. Charlie Baker said about 450,000 households in Massachusetts still 
do not have power after a nor’easter toppled trees and power lines. Storm 
damage was concentrated on the South Shore and on Cape Cod 

10-28-21 Health / COVID-19 

One of the state’s biggest cities is lifting its mask mandate. Springfield 
Mayor announced an end to the mandate on Monday. However private 
businesses can still require masks for customers after Monday, but not 
required inside public spaces. 

10-28-21 Govt / Financial 

The Town of Sturbridge receive funding from the Gov. Charlie Baker 
Administration for waterway pollution control. Sturbridge received 
$225,000 for a project to apply an alum treatment to reduce phosphorus 
loading in Quacum-quas-it Pond. 

10-28-21 

Community Interest 4 Webster Police Officers recognized for their bravery. Sgt. Joseph Reed, 
Officer Jacek Ochocki, Officer Francheska Cedeno and Officer Thomas 
Motyka were presented with the Team Excellence and Merit Award, which 
recognizes outstanding service by those in public safety. Back in March, 
The officers who went inside burning buildings without any protective gear 
and brought the residents out to safety. 

10-29-21 

Extreme Weather Praying for those working around the clock over in Eastern Mass and the 
Cape as more than 300,000 people still remain without power. The South 
Shore and Cape Cod bearing the worst of the damage. Gov. Baker says it 
could take days to fully restore power in the region. 

10-29-21 

Health / COVID-19 Massachusetts Correction Officers Federated Union calling alarm to the 
state issuing corrections officers a religious exemption to the Covid-19 
mandate….and then recinding it. The state sent a letter to all those who 
received exemption that it was “in error”. It’s unclear if these workers may 
be on the hook for termination moving forward. 

10-29-21 Govt / Financial 

Using UMass Memorial Health’s email system, hackers were able to obtain 
medical records - including names, dates of birth, health insurance 
information and social security numbers - of more than 200,000 patients. 
UMass Memorial sent a notice to patients alerting them of a security 
breach through an email phishing incident. 

10-29-21 

Community Interest Massachusetts is the seventh safest state to live in the United States! 
That’s from a new study by Wallethub.com ranked all 50 states by safety to 
live in and found. Massachusetts led the way in the least vehicle fatalities, 
job security, workplace fatality rates to name a few. Vermont, Maine, New 
Hampshire, and Rhode Island all finished in the top 10. 

11-01-21 Community Interest 

Red Sox fans and New England sports fans mourning the loss of longtime 
Red Sox announcer, Jerry Remy to cancer. Remy, who threw out the first 
pitch before the American League Wild Card Game at Fenway Park on 
Oct. 5. He already had overcome multiple relapses after first being 
diagnosed with lung cancer in 2008. Remy was 68. 

11-01-21 

Community Interest Yesterday, A newly installed bench and two recently planted trees were 
unveiled during a private ceremony at Green Hill Park Saturday that will 
serve as memorials to a city police officer and the teen whose life he tried 
to save. The private event was held in honor of Enmanuel "Manny" 
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Familia, 38 who lost his life during the call of duty. 

11-01-21 

Housing / 
Homelessness 

After months of U.S. home prices rapidly accelerating, new figures show 
the growth is slowing. U.S. home prices in Worcester County alone have 
risen 20%. Market analystists due warm the bubble will burst and potential 
new homebuyers may end up with properties that will become underwater 
in value. 

11-01-21 

Community Interest A line of families stretched around the block from Polar Park’s main 
entrance Sunday afternoon for the ballpark's first annual free October 31st 
event. Children walked the WooSox loop on the lookout for candy given 
out by WooSox staff members. Coloring activities and treats could also be 
found at the top floor's dining area. 

11-02-21 

Education Clark University has purchased land that was once home to Diamond 
Chevrolet, and a few Hudson franchises before that, for nearly $7 million 
dollars. The 7.3-acre parcel has sat empty for more than a decade, after 
Diamond moved to Auburn. Clark's campus is about two blocks away. 

11-02-21 

Transportation Drivers beware. Driving along roads in Worcester where it’s wooded - or in 
areas of Central Massachusetts with dense forests — can be a problem 
this time of year. The reason is deer are out in force, and they dart across 
roads, forcing drivers to slam on the brakes. Last year, Worcester County 
had the highest number of crashes caused by deer in the state - 248, 
according to AAA Northeast. 

11-02-21 

Transportation The pain at the pump expected to get worse through the holiday season. 
Gas prices rising another 4 cents per gallon in the past week, averaging 
$3.38 per gallon for regular Gas prices are $1.33 per gallon higher than a 
year ago. 

11-02-21 

Govt / Financial Still not ready to announce his 2022 plans, Gov. Charlie Baker announced 
he’s mulling whether to seek a third term. The Governor issuing a 
statement says making his reelection choice is “a very complicated issue” 
involving both professional and personal consideration 

11-03-21 Govt / Financial 

The Massachusetts House this week unveiled a plan to start spending 
billions in federal dollars from the American Rescue Plan Act. One of the 
proposals in the bill would give bonuses of up to $2,000 to essential 
employees who worked in-person throughout the pandemic state of 
emergency – and the idea is something that Gov. Charlie Baker says he 
supports. 

11-03-21 

Community Interest The Sturbridge Police Department needs the public’s help in identifying a 
woman in an active larceny investigation. A woman photographed is 
accused of stealing $900 worth of jewelry before leaving in a van. The 
picture is on the Sturbridge Police Facebook’s page with info to follow up. 

11-03-21 

Govt / Financial The Massachusetts RMV will be migrating their system which will 
shutdown some of their services next weekend. 1 a.m. on Saturday, 
November 13 through 12 p.m. Sunday, November 14. During this time, no 
online transactions or state inspections will be able to done. 

11-03-21 

Housing / 
Homelessness 

As the holidays are ramping up, Auburn Youth and Family Services are 
looking to stock up on their food pantry to help families in need. This 
Saturday, The Q90.1 Street Team will be a Shaw’s in Sturbridge to collect 
food items for the pantry to help families, especially with young children 
who are dealing with food insecurity. We’ll be there from 12-3! 

11-04-21 

Jobs Unemployment numbers in Worcester County dipped to 5.4% in 
September, one of the lowest rates since the beginning of the pandemic. In 
total, Massachusetts lost roughly 49,500 members of the civilian labor 
force from August to September, but still has about 6,000 more than it did 
this time a year ago. 

11-04-21 

Govt / Financial State Senate lawmakers proposing investing $250 million in federal relief 
money to inveset cities and towns to be better prepared for any future 
health crisis. The funding, if approved, would exceed the $150 million set 
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aside from American Rescue Plan Act funds. 

11-04-21 

Housing / 
Homelessness 

Attorney General Maura Healey launched a campaign on Wednesday to 
educate customers about new and expanded programs available to assist 
them in paying their energy bills for the upcoming winter. Residents can 
find assistance options at Mass.gov 

11-04-21 

Business Second Chance Animal Services, a nonprofit vet hospital based in East 
Brookfield, will officially open a new location in Southbridge today. In 
addition to offering veterinary services the hospital will partner with Bay 
Path Regional Vocational Technical High School in Charlton to offer 
educational programs. 

11-05-21 Health / COVID-19 

As parents have questions about vaccinations for their child, Governor 
Baker visited Boston Children’s Hospital and provided an update on the 
COVID-19 vaccine for kids under 12. Parents can now make appointments 
for their children to get vaccinated. However, the only COVID vaccine that 
is approved for children is Pfizer. 

11-05-21 

Housing / 
Homelessness 

Construction of a $23-million, 48-unit affordable housing project in 
Southbridge commenced Thursday. Southbridge Mills project is expected 
to be complete by January 2023. Of the 48 apartments, 43 will be available 
to households with incomes at or below 60% of the area’s median income. 
The remaining five will be reserved for those earning below 30% of the 
median income. 

11-05-21 Govt / Financial 

As cities and towns are becoming desperate for snowplow drivers this 
winter, some communities are offering up to $155 per hour. In Worcester, 
those with a backhoe and a hankering and are willing to plow city streets 
could make $155 per hour depending on the time of year. 

11-05-21 

Business Hospitality-related industries are projected to experience more growth than 
any other sector in Central Massachusetts through 2022. Accommodations 
such as hotels and food services like restaurants are expected to grow 
faster than any other industry. 

11-09-21 

Health / COVID-19 The Saint Vincent Hospital nurses’ strike hit a record eight months. In 
October, the hospital put forth its last and final offer. St. Vincent hospital 
CEO, Carolyn Jackson, sent an open letter to the nurses asking for them 
to return to work. 

11-09-21 

Transportation In Massachusetts, the average gas price caught up to Worcester, 
increasing 2.9 cents per gallon to $3.38 Monday. That’s $1.36 a gallon 
higher than a year ago at this time. Prices are expected to level off over 
the coming days. 

11-09-21 

Govt / Financial The Massachusetts RMV announced there will be no online transactions 
available and no inspections conducted from 1 a.m. Nov. 13 to noon Nov. 
14. Drivers who have an inspection sticker expiring in November are 
encouraged to take their vehicle to an inspection station prior to Nov. 13 or 
wait until Nov. 15. 

11-09-21 

Business The Table Talk Pies Pie Store will be the place to pass GO and get your 
Worcester Monopoly game. The game will feature iconic Worcester 
landmarks. The game will be available for sale on Tuesday, November 16. 

11-10-21 

Transportation Lawmakers calling for a FREE T Service and eliminating fares on the 
MBTA, Gov. Charlie Baker said the idea may be “worth the conversation” if 
Boston would foot the bill. This comes as Mayor-elect Michelle Wu ran on 
a platform championing fare-free transit. Gov. Baker simply says if the city 
pays for it, then the state could entertain it. 

11-10-21 

Govt / Financial Massachusetts would receive at least $12.58 billion from the federally 
passed infrastructure bill. Congresswoman Trahan says Over the next five 
years, the funds would be used for road improvements, bridge 
replacements and repairs, and improve water infrastructure by upgrading 
community water systems and replacing service lines. 
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11-10-21 

Business UMass Medical School celebrating the opening of a new 48,000 square-
foot veterans outpatient clinic on the campus. The new clinic is for The 
16,800 VA enrolled veterans in Worcester County to receive access to 
primary care, mental health care providers, and specialists in one location. 

11-10-21 

Community Interest One local boy scout honored for his heroism. 12-year-old Boy Scout 
Nathan Castellano noticed that a 5-year-old boy had sunk to the bottom of 
a pool. Nathan, a member of Boy Scout Troop 53, dove to the bottom, 
grabbed the young boy under his shoulders and pulled him out of the 
water. Nathan, an Auburn resident, received a Meritorious Action Award. 

11-11-21 Community Interest 

Happy Veteran’s Day! As we salute our local veternas here in Central 
Mass. Most restaurants and retail stores will be open for business and will 
be offering various discounts for veterans throughout the day. Banks, 
federal Offices, schools, libraries, municipal offices, post office and the 
RMV will be closed today! 

11-11-21 

Education Community colleges in Worcester County experienced a drop in enrollment 
compared to the previous school year. A report by the Massachusetts 
Department of Higher Education, showed that community college 
enrollment fell by 6.3%. Enrollment in the county has been trending 
downward since fall 2012. 

11-11-21 Community Interest 

The city of Worcester announced its Festival of Lights celebration will 
return will Friday, Dec. 3. The event, which takes place at the Worcester 
Common, will feature ice skating, food vendors, face painting, balloon 
animals, carriage rides, community organizations and performances. The 
tree lighting will take place at 6 p.m. on Dec. 3. 

11-11-21 

Health / COVID-19 The Leapfrog Group has released its bi-annual Hospital Safety Guide 
scores. Heywood Hospital in Gardner, Marlborough Hospital, and Milford 
Regional Medical Center, all received A ratings. The worst rating for a 
Central Massachusetts hospital was the D score UMass Memorial Medical 
Center's Memorial Campus in Worcester. The hospitals are evaluated on 
performance measures under the categories: infections, problems with 
surgery, safety problems and staff practices. 

11-11-21 Business 

Most restaurants and retail stores will be open for business and will be 
offering various discounts for veterans throughout the day. Banks, federal 
Offices, schools, libraries, municipal offices, post office and the RMV will 
be closed today! 

11-12-21 Govt / Financial 

State Senate lawmakers unanimously approved a $3.82 billion package to 
steer special federal relief funds and surplus state budget revenues into 
virtually every corner of the state. However House lawmakers are divided 
on unemployment benefits among other issues. 

11-12-21 Transportation 

Worcester Regional Airport celebrated the return of commercial service in 
a ceremony this week and in recognition of Veterans Day yesterday, 
announced charitable donations to local nonprofit Veterans Inc. Delta, 
JetBlue and American have all recently restarted service at Worcester 
Regional Airport after suspending operations due to the pandemic. 

11-12-21 

Community Interest Veterans Day observances and events were held throughout Worcester 
County as officials, state politicians and fellow veterans honored those who 
served. After a pancake breakfast at Veterans Inc., the day of ceremonies 
started with a parade beginning at Lancaster and Grove streets and ending 
at the Whispering Wall at Lincoln Square. 

11-12-21 
Housing / 

Homelessness 

The Turkey Express program, which Stop & Shop has operated for over a 
decade, recently donated 1,000 frozen turkeys to the Worcester County 
Food Bank. This year Stop & Shop expects to donate nearly 22,000 turkey 
to 25 community partners and hunger relief organizations in five states by 
Thanksgiving. 

11-15-21 
Health / COVID-19 The nurses strike continues. In a memo to staff on Friday afternoon, St. 

Vincent Hospital CEO Carolyn Jackson said there is no agreement and no 
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deal to announce after rumors that is a deal from the nurse’s union. The 
hospital said they’re committed to keeping permanent replacement nurses. 

11-15-21 

Education A Leicester Middle School math teacher who lost his job after posting on 
his own Facebook is suing the school and the district for defamation and 
violating his First Amendment rights. Joseph Lijoi, 56, shared his 
conservative political views and an arbitrator ruled that his termination 
violated state law and he should be reinstated. 

11-15-21 Education 

More Massachusetts schools are getting approval from state education 
officials to move away from a COVID-19 mask mandate. So far, the state’s 
Education Department has received 23 requests to lift the mask mandate 
and has approved 13. 

11-15-21 

Community Interest Worcester joined the MBTA Youth Pass program, which is now accepting 
applications from eligible young people between the ages of 12 and 25 
who meet the program's requirements. The program helps eligible young 
people receive half-off one-way fares and monthly passes for $30. 
Students may receive a Student CharlieCard through their school. 

11-16-21 Community Interest 

The US Postal Service is reminding people to send gifts early to their loved 
ones. Last year’s season set a record with 13 billion deliveries. The post 
office is anticipating between 850 million and 950 million packages 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

11-16-21 

Transportation Thursday, the Worcester Regional Transit Authority bus service will 
determine is fare-free service will continue in the near future. Even though 
local politicians are for it, the fare-free service comes with a price tag, and 
that bill will eventually come due. WRTA officials worry the agency will not 
get paid timely by state tax dollars if such a move is made. 

11-16-21 

Business Voters met last night to hear about Amazon’s presence on Sturbridge 
Road in Charlton. If Amazon gains all the town approvals needed, 
construction is expected to begin March 2022 with building occupancy in 
July 2023. 

11-16-21 Govt / Financial 

Rural Massachusetts towns could soon see more financial relief, if 
negotiations go as planned on Beacon Hill. Within the state Senate’s 
COVID relief package, $75 million to close the digital divide, including to 
support low-income households and invest in connectivity projects in 
underserved areas. 

11-17-21 

Community Interest Voters at a special town meeting in Charlton approved a 10-year property 
tax relief agreement with Amazon for its proposed $300 million project at 
53 Sturbridge Road. Amazon, is planning to develop the approximate 100-
acre site into a 2.8 million-square-foot robotics warehouse. Voters 
approved 269 to 86 a Tax Agreement with Amazon expected to bring the 
town $65 million in new revenue over 20 years and create 1,000 new jobs. 

11-17-21 

Govt / Financial Lt. Governor Karyn Polito announce $2.3 million in grants through the 
MassWorks Infrastructure Program. A project for reconstruction of 
Brookview Drive received just over $1 million in funding. The second 
award provides upgrades to underground utilities, drainage improvements, 
new curbing, light poles, street furniture, and trees. 

11-17-21 

Community Interest The city of Auburn announced the 12th Annual Light Up Auburn Contest. 
AChristmas lights display competition open to registration for any Auburn 
resident or business. Free registration is available until December 10. 
Homes and businesses must complete decorating by Friday, December 
13. Judges will visit locations that registered during that week. 

11-17-21 Community Interest 

Monopoly players…now have to pass through Kelley Square. 
Top Trumps USA Inc, unveiled its Worcester-themed Monopoly board at 
Union Station. The board has been available for pre-order but debuted 
yesterday. A larger-than-life Monopoly man mascot joined the festivities at 
Union Station to unveil the game board. 

11-18-21 Health / COVID-19 A shortage in hospital beds is forcing patients to go out of state. A 
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nonprofit providing critical care medical transportation, Boston MedFlight is 
now often forced to bring patients out of state – to Connecticut and Rhode 
Island – because beds aren't available in Massachusetts. 

11-18-21 

Transportation American Airlines is switching the destination of its Worcester Regional 
Airport flights from Philadelphia to JFK International Airport in New York 
beginning in January. The change means that there will now be three daily 
flights between Worcester and JFK, as well as a daily flight to LaGuardia. 

11-18-21 Transportation 

And if you’re flying out of Logan, TF Green or Bradley Airports, The 
number of airline passengers traveling for Thanksgiving this year is 
expected to rebound to pre-coronavirus pandemic levels, but the 
Transportation Security Administration says it is ready to handle the surge. 

11-18-21 

Govt / Financial Governor Charlie Baker's office announced $2.7 million in new grant 
funding to 19 organizations supporting expanded apprenticeship programs 
across Massachusetts. Quinsigamound Community College, Family 
Services of Central Mass, Aimtek in Auburn, A-Tech Turbine and. The 
Blackstone Valley Education Hub all received significant grants. 

11-19-21 

Education Four buildings on the former Becker College campus are being considered 
as the new home of Leicester High School. The town is in the process of 
forming various working groups to examine the potential use of buildings 
on the former college campus, which will then be presented to a select 
committee in February. 

11-19-21 

Transportation The Worcester Regional Transit Authority Advisory Board voted 
unanimously Thursday to continue fare-free service until January 2023. 
The board also voted to use the next year to develop a new fare policy — 
which may include fare-free service — and implement a new system to 
collect ridership data and, if necessary, fares in the future 

11-19-21 Transportation 

The $1 trillion infrastructure package that President Biden mandates new 
cars have a monitoring system aimed to prevent intoxicated drivers from 
getting behind the wheel. This technology could roll out in new vehicles as 
soon as 2026. Locally, KEA Technologies in Marlborough is one of the 
companies working on this tech 

11-19-21 Transportation 

While additional flights are being added locally at the Worcester Airport, 
another regional airport adding nonstop service to Florida. Spirit Airlines 
has added new, daily, nonstop flights from Hartford/ Springfield’s Bradley 
International Airport to Miami. 
The flights began Wednesday. 

11-22-21 Business 

CVS Pharmacy will close 900 stores over the next three years, the 
company announced Thursday as part of an effort to reduce store density. 
Beginning in 2022, the pharmacy will close 300 stores a year through 
2024. The 900 stores set to be shuttered currently represent almost 10% 
of all CVS locations. 

11-22-21 Govt / Financial 

The Worcester Police Department will receive $250,000 in funding from 
the state Executive Office of Public Safety and Security for the 
implementation of body-worn cameras. Advocates say this will provide 
transparency of police interactions with the public. 

11-22-21 Transportation 

Boston Logan International Airport is likely to see the most travelers pass 
through its terminals since the COVID pandemic began. AAA estimates 
that 4.2 million people will travel by air this Thanksgiving, and 90% of 
people traveling are expected to do so by car. 

11-22-21 

Housing / 
Homelessness 

Worcester County saw a nearly 28% plunge in single-family home sales in 
October, following a statewide downward trend. Despite declines in sales, 
numbers are still higher than October 2019, and real estate prices are 
continuing to soar across the board. 

11-23-21 Business 

In Massachusetts, most retailers will be closed on Nov. 26 anyways due to 
blue laws. However, malls and department stores usually open early on 
Black Friday. Meanwhile, The National Retail Federation is predicting the 
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highest holiday retail sales on record in 2021, forecasting that holiday 
sales during November and December will grow up to 10% from last year. 

11-23-21 

Business Local retailers across Massachusetts expect to see a 6% jump in holiday 
sales compared to last year, with in-person shopping rivaling newly 
implemented e-commerce options. Retailers Association of 
Massachusetts, says local retailers are most concerned about inflation, 
supply chain hold-ups and staffing shortages. 

11-23-21 

Housing / 
Homelessness 

Friendly House hosted their annual Thanksgiving turkey giveaway Monday 
morning. Worcester County Sheriff Lewis G. Evangelidis and Worcester 
Railers — who are fundraising and longtime partners with Friendly House 
during several holiday givings — attended the event. Numerous private 
donations also made the event possible. 

11-23-21 

Transportation As travellers will be hitting the roads this Thanksgiving week, here In 
Massachusetts, the average gas price remained unchanged from last 
week's $3.40 per gallon and expected to stay steady over the holidays. 

11-24-21 

Health / COVID-19 Governor Baker and the MHA is updating hospital guidance. Effective 
Monday, any hospital or hospital system that has limited capacity must 
begin to reduce non-essential, non-urgent scheduled procedures to ensure 
adequate hospital capacity for immediate healthcare needs. This comes as 
the shortage of beds is a cause for concern. 

11-24-21 

Transportation AAA expects more than 1.2 million Bay Staters will travel for Thanksgiving. 
That’s up more than 15% from a year ago and most of those people will 
drive rather than fly. Airports and roads may seem jam-packed this year as 
AAA predicts 53.4 million people to travel for the Thanksgiving holiday, up 
13% 

11-24-21 

Jobs Despite job openings, Massachusetts’ October unemployment rate was 
5.3%, marking the third consecutive month of increasing unemployment, 
according to a Friday report from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
However, Massachusetts also had the third highest growth in employment, 
up 5.9% from last year. 

11-24-21 

Govt / Financial A couple grants to help 2 Central MA towns. Southbridge received a 
$131,600 grant, which will be used to pay for two law enforcement vehicles 
and a dump truck and snow plow for the town’s Department of Public 
Works. Another grant, for Sturbridge, earmarked for $98,900, will be used 
to purchase a new fire truck, replacing a damaged and retired truck the 
town has been unable to use. 

11-26-21 

Transportation TSA officers screened over 2.3M people nationwide at the airport for 
Thanksgiving travel this year, reaching highest checkpoint volume since 
the low point of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

11-26-21 

Housing / 
Homelessness 

home heating costs are expected to soar this winter. As a result, social 
services organizations and nonprofits around New England are mobilizing 
for what has already proven to be a significant increase in requests for 
home heating assistance. the Worcester Community Action Council in 
Massachusetts, says the agency's phone system continues to exceed 
capacity 

11-26-21 

Community Interest More than 1,000 runners and walkers participated in the 5K Holden Road 
Race Thursday morning. The women's winner was Emma Saart, and the 
men's winner was Logan Gaudette. Both are 2017 graduates of Wachusett 
Regional High School. The annual race benefits Be Like Brit and the 
Wachusett Food Pantry. 

11-26-21 Community Interest 

On Massachusetts fireman who passed away 2 years ago, Lt. Roy Rizzi. A 
father with a love for family, food and fighting fires, his loved ones continue 
to honor his memory with a yearly Thanksgiving tradition. more than 30 
members of the Rizzi family has honored their late father by delivering a 
Thanksgiving meal with all the fixings to the Quincy Fire Department 
stations. 
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11-29-21 Extreme Weather 

When Worcester has a winter storm, the City's goal is to keep the streets 
cleared and safe. However, the city is in dire need of drivers and 
equipment to keep the city streets clear during a winter storm. Worcester is 
now hiring snow plowing equipment for the upcoming winter season. 
Interested applicants can found out more at worcesterma.gov 

11-29-21 Govt / Financial 

In October, two Central Massachusetts companies reported cyber attacks, 
on healthcare organizations recorded in the state. Multi-factor 
authentication is now fully implemented at UMass, which he said will be a 
silver bullet for avoiding similar attacks going forward to protect your 
personal information. 

11-29-21 Transportation 

Any east-west passenger rail connection from Boston through Worcester 
to Springfield and beyond should be operated by Amtrak, that’s according 
to the state’s DOT. Amtrak received $66 billion in the new federal 
infrastructure law. 

11-29-21 Community Interest 

Skiers in Massachusetts can head to Wachusett Mountain in Princeton, 
which has just kicked off the 2021-2022 ski season. Saturday marked 
opening day at the mountain, with four of eight lifts running and five of 27 
trails open. 

12-01-21 

Health / COVID-19 Saint Vincent Hospital in Worcester is being ordered by the Massachusetts 
DPH to make a permanent decision regarding its temporary closure of 100 
hospital beds, which have been closed for more than three months now. 
The hospital is required to either reopen the beds or hold public hearings 
regarding closing the beds permanently, but they cannot remain 
temporarily closed. 

12-01-21 Govt / Financial 

Massachusetts may soon unveil a digital vaccine passport allowing 
residents to easily prove their immunization status at venues and 
businesses — but the Baker administration stop short of mandating the 
technology’s use across the state. 

12-01-21 Education 

UMass Amherst has announced it plans to increase in-state tuition by 
2.5% and out-of-state tuition 3% for fiscal year 2023. Dining and housing 
fees will also see a 3% increase while the school is expecting a jump in 
enrollment. 

12-01-21 

Transportation AAA Northeast reports changes in gas prices across the region on a 
weekly basis. Massachusetts’s average gas price remained the same as 
last week, averaging $3.42 per gallon. That price is five cents higher than a 
month ago ($3.37), and $1.34 higher than November 29, 2020 

12-02-21 

Govt / Financial Gov. Charlie Baker, says he will not seek a third term, throwing wide open 
the 2022 race for the state's top political office after close to two years of 
managing through a global pandemic. Baker, 65, also cited his desire to be 
there for the "moments, big and small" for his family 

12-02-21 

Health / COVID-19 Meanwhile, Gov. Charlie Baker has asked hospitals to reduce the number 
of elective surgical procedures, but at UMass Memorial Medical Center, 
that won’t change things too much due to staffing shortages. Meanwhile, 
St. Vincent Hospital said it would “ensure compliance” with the governor’s 
order while critics say the order hinders public health. 

12-02-21 Education 

Students at UMass Amherst will be required to receive a COVID-19 
booster shot ahead of the spring semester, or obtain a medical or religious 
exemption. So far a few hundred students received exemptions for medical 
or religious reasons. 

12-02-21 

Govt / Financial The Division of Fisheries and Wildlife [MassWildlife] launched an upgraded 
version of MassFishHunt, the official licensing system for Massachusetts 
yesterday. anglers, hunters, and trappers can use MassFishHunt to buy 
licenses and permits. The site is MassFishHunt.mass.gov 

12-03-21 

Health / COVID-19 As the omicron variant of COVID pops up across the globe, doctors here in 
Worcester County are being a voice of calm. at St. Vincent Hospital and 
UMass Memorial Medical Center are urging the public to not panic. This is 
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based on the fact that they are learning about the strain and finding that 
symptoms are mild in current cases. 

12-03-21 

Housing / 
Homelessness 

The Stevens Linen Mill in Dudley, a 267,000-square-foot granite mill has 
been vacant for decades. Now a developer plans to convert the complex 
into 156 apartments in a $40 million redevelopment project. Developer 
Camden Management Partners, is seeking town approval for the mill’s 
renovation. 

12-03-21 

Community Interest Young students in Auburn managed to raise over $10,000 in donations for 
Pride 'n Purpose, a small organization in South Africa, during the school's 
annual Turkey Trot. The non profit uses the money for several purposes, 
including building schools, creating access to clean and safe water. 

12-03-21 

Community Interest The Worcester Fire Fighters Local 1009 holds a food drive on Sunday, 
December 5 from 10 AM to 4 PM. The drive benefits the Worcester County 
Food Bank. Local 1009 members will be at all three Stop and Shop 
markets in Worcester and the Shaw’s Supermarket on Gold Star 
Boulevard, collecting goods for the drive. 

12-07-21 

Health / COVID-19 The community in Central Mass is giving swift reaction after Roughly 200 
caregivers are no longer employed by UMass Memorial Health after they 
did not meet a deadline to become vaccinated. This comes after a wide 
shortage of healthcare workers already. UMass says they made this move 
out of “safety”. 

12-07-21 

Transportation If you’re flying, your forced to wear your mask longer. The TSA has 
extended its face mask requirement through at least March 18. The TSA 
has extended the deadline multiple times. the CDC, will extend the face 
mask requirement on over-the-road buses, and on commuter bus and rail 
systems. 

12-07-21 

Community Interest The Worcester Animal Rescue League [WARL] is running low on paper 
towels and is asking the community to donate if they can. If anyone can 
donate a roll or two, paper towels can be dropped off at the WARL shelter 
at 139 Holden Street in Worcester or sent directly to the shelter via 
Amazon, Target, Walmart and other retailers. 

12-07-21 

Community Interest The city will mark its 300th anniversary next year with a series of special 
observances throughout the year and community events around June 14. 
Organizations and businesses can download a toolkit and submit events 
for placement on the calendar at www.worcestertercentennial.com. 

12-08-21 

Health / COVID-19 School districts saying theres a rise in Covid being reported as more than 
1,200 student cases of COVID-19, and 190 cases among staff members 
this week. However those cases represent 0.13% of the estimated 920,000 
students enrolled in K-12 schools. 

12-08-21 

Housing / 
Homelessness 

Massachusetts was one of 11 states in which the costs of housing, 
commuting and medical care was higher over the last three years than the 
poverty rate. The latest census shows over half-million people in 
Massachusetts were in poverty -- equal to about 8.2% of the population. 

12-08-21 

Govt / Financial Gov. Charlie Baker wants the Legislature to take another look at the 
charitable giving tax deduction that Democrats delayed for another year, 
proposing once again to implement the voter-approved tax break as part of 
a budget bill the Governor is filing to allocate last year's surplus. the 
governor's plan would allow a 5% tax break on donations to charity to take 
effect in 2022, fulfilling the promise of a ballot law approved by voters more 
than 21 years ago. 

12-08-21 

Public Safety The Massachusetts State Police [MSP] have announced there will be a 
sobriety checkpoint in Worcester County Friday night into Saturday 
morning. The location not disclosed. According to the MSP, the purpose of 
the sobriety checkpoint is to “…educate the motoring public and strengthen 
the public’s awareness to the need of detecting and removing those 
motorists who operate under the influence. 
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12-09-21 Health / COVID-19 

The complaint filed by the State Police troopers union against Gov. Charlie 
Baker over his vaccine mandate for public employees has been dismissed 
by an investigator with the Department of Labor Relations. Officials ruled 
that the administration did not violate its obligation to bargain the 
vaccination requirement. 

12-09-21 Community Interest 

Chick-fil-A closing on a Saturday? The popular fast-food chicken chain will 
close for an entire weekend later this month because Christmas Day (Dec. 
25) falls on a Saturday this year. The last time the restaurant closed for a 
full weekend was in 2010. 

12-09-21 

Community Interest The crowdfunding platform GoFundMe.com released its 2021 donation 
statistics naming Massachusetts as the most generous state on the 
platform. Massachusetts residents contributed the highest number of 
donations per capita of any state. Vermont came in 2nd, followed by 
Connecticut…RI, NH and Maine also made the Top 10. 

12-09-21 Community Interest 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas at Polar Park. It’s all part of the 
inaugural “WooSox Winter Wonderland” at Polar Park on Saturday. The 
free event from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. is open to families and fans and will 
include food, prizes and former Red Sox players signing autographs. 

12-10-21 

Housing / 
Homelessness 

Homeowners and business owners in Worcester will both see a jump in 
their tax rates in 2022. During Tuesday night's meeting, the City Council 
decided on their tax rates for the next fiscal year. Homeowners will see an 
average jump in their annual tax bills of $105. 

12-10-21 Govt / Financial 

The city is eliminating single-space parking meters and replacing them with 
smart kiosks, allowing residents to pay for parking, not only through cash 
or credit cards, but with a pay-by-plate and pay-by-phone parking app. 
With the app, parkers can get notifications when their time is expiring and 
extend parking time directly from their phone. 

12-10-21 Transportation 

In Massachusetts, the average gas price went up 7.7 cents per gallon to 
$3.24 Monday from last week. That’s up 11.1 cents per gallon from a 
month ago and stands $1.15 per gallon higher than a year ago. 

12-10-21 Transportation 

TSA officers at the airport might be unwrapping a lot of extra gifts this year. 
TSA reminded passengers that it can unwrap gifts in security if the item 
triggers an alarm. They recommends using gift bags so if the item triggers 
an alarm at the checkpoint, it’s easier to inspect. 

12-13-21 Govt / Financial 

A bill to distribute Massachusetts’ share of funds from the American 
Rescue Plan Act sits waiting on Gov. Charlie Baker’s desk, state 
legislators still need to allocate the federal money intended to help with 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. Many communities across the 
state are still deciding where to send the portion of the federal stimulus 
package designated for local spending projects. 

12-13-21 Community Interest 

Zoom users are winnings in a class-action $85 million lawsuit claimed that 
Zoom improperly shared users’ personal information and had insufficient 
security on its platform, according to Yahoo News. Users can view and 
submit a claim at zoommeetingsclassaction.com 

12-13-21 
Housing / 

Homelessness 

Worcester was named among the most competitive real estate markets in 
2022. While home prices are “significantly less expensive” than Boston, 
according to Realtor.com, Worcester’s median home price is just over 
$397,000, according to Realtor.com, with an anticipated price growth of 
8.2% 

12-13-21 Community Interest 

The sounds of Christmas replaced the crack of the bat at Polar Park on 
Saturday for its first annual Winter Wonderland festivities. Santa Claus and 
Worcester Red Sox fans celebrated the season with a holiday-themed 
event. Hundreds in Central Mass came out for the 1st free events hosted 
by the WooSox, looking to make it a yearly holiday tradition. 

12-14-21 Health / COVID-19 
Gov. Charlie Baker announcing there are no plans to reinstate 
Massachusetts’ statewide mask mandate. Baker, touted the state’s high 
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vaccination rate. Some 5 million residents are fully vaccinated, with 1.5 
million people in that cohort also receiving a booster shot. 

12-14-21 Health / COVID-19 

Massachusetts will distribute 2.1 million rapid COVID-19 tests to nearly 
100 cities and towns this week. Gov. Charlie Baker  
said this new COVID strategy will be a “game-changer,” particularly during 
the holiday season as people attend indoor gatherings with family and 
friends where the virus — including variants like delta and omicron — can 
spread more easily. 

12-14-21 Transportation 

After weeks of increasing gas prices, Massachusetts is seeing costs 
starting to drop. With an average of $3.39 per gallon, prices are expected 
to continue to drop and average $3.13 per gallon in December on the 
national scale before falling to $3.01 in January. 

12-14-21 
Housing / 

Homelessness 

Fifty cases of plastic bags from the Big Y World Class Market on Cooley 
Street are being transformed by senior Betty Rennell into handcrafted 
sleeping mats for the homeless community. Brenda Stackhouse, a certified 
nursing assistant working at Bluebird Estates, requested the bags from Big 
Y for Rennell, 91, who lives at the assisted living facility in East 
Longmeadow. 

12-15-21 
Housing / 

Homelessness 

Governor Charlie Baker today signed a $4 billion spending plan to support 
continued recovery across key priority areas, making substantial 
investments in housing and homeownership, healthcare, workforce 
development, premium pay for essential workers and infrastructure. 

12-15-21 

Health / COVID-19 New coronavirus cases leaped in Massachusetts in the week rising 29% 
as over 33,000 cases were reported. Massachusetts ranked sixth among 
the states where coronavirus was spreading the fastest on a per- person 
basis, 

12-15-21 Health / COVID-19 

Massachusetts, Gov. Charlie Baker announced Tuesday the 
commonwealth had surpassed a major COVID-19 vaccine milestone. More 
than 5 million residents are now fully immunized against the coronavirus. 

12-15-21 Business 

Hobby Lobby is the latest to announce an increase to its minimum hourly 
wage for employees, joining a growing trend amid rising inflation. The 
retailer’s jump to more than $18 moves it ahead of others like Walmart. 
Effective January 1 

12-16-21 Health / COVID-19 

While mask wearing is a choice right now in MA, if you head over the 
border in RI, it’s now a mandate there. Rhode Island Gov. Dan McKee 
unveiled a statewide mask mandate for indoor places, including 
businesses and venues,and gives private businesses authority to ask for 
your papers if you’re vaccinated or not. 

12-16-21 Education 

Murdock High School in Winchendon is switching to remote learning 
through the remainder of the calendar year and continue through Dec. 23 
after about 100 students either tested positive for COVID or are 
quarantining. 

12-16-21 Community Interest 

Some good news. Worcester Police Department spent this week giving 
back for 100 kids battling cancer at Why Me & Sherry’s House. A Giving 
Tree decorated with many ornaments was set up at police headquarters 
each representing a child in need across the community, and officers 
shopped for that child based on their Christmas wish. 

12-16-21 Community Interest 

Fireworks in Winter? One Central MA town is doing just that. Andover’s 
traditional Fourth of July fireworks were canceled earlier this year but the 
town is still planning to celebrate this year with a bang part of its 375th 
First Night celebration. It will begin at 7:30 p.m. on New Year’s Eve. Other 
activities includes a parade, a Jeopardy contest, horse drawn wagon rides 
and more. 

12-17-21 Education 

Colleges in Central Mass announcing their new guidelines for students and 
staff. As of the top of the year in 2022, Anna Marie, Worcester State, 
Assumption, Clark, Fitchburg State, Mt. Wachusett Community, QCC and 
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WPI must be fully vaccinated to be on campus. The only college giving 
students a choice for their medical freedom is Nichols College, which 
encourages students, but not mandating it. 

12-17-21 

Business The ECHL announced the league has postponed the Worcester Railers 
games through December 19 due to League Health and Safety Protocols. 
The league provided no other information and no make-up dates for the 
games were announced. 

12-17-21 Business 

Local students in Worcester, feeling the love thanks to a local business. 
Since Nov 9th, Cedar Wood Realty Group put out a lawn sign inviting in 
students for coffee and prayers. Since then students have stopped in and 
got a chance to connect with the staff. Owners Christine and Charbel 
Najem say they pray that God will bring a student that just needs a cup of 
coffee and be loved on. 

12-17-21 Business 

The Cedar Wood Family Foundation in Worcester, along with several 
businesses from the community distributed over 400+ care packages for 
WPI students who may not be able to go home for the holidays. Christmas 
Care Pack Drive was put together to encouarge students who may be 
struggling and need some encouragement as they are missing home. 

12-20-21 

Health / COVID-19 The nurses strike is over. As the resolution comes after 700 nurses have 
been striking for a historic 285 days, ushering an end to two years of 
negotiations, with more than 43 negotiating sessions. Nurses will remain 
on the picket line until the agreement is ratified, which is expected to take a 
few weeks. 

12-20-21 

Transportation Worcester Regional Airport has received a $1.3 million grant from the FAA. 
Moore’s office said the grant can be used for improvements to runways 
and taxiways, terminals, airport-transit connections and roadways as well 
as for safety and sustainability projects. 

12-20-21 

Community Interest Remembrance wreaths honored the past service of local veterans 
Saturday during a Wreaths Across America ceremony at Hope Cemetery. 
The annual nationwide event that honors the service and sacrifice of 
veterans with the laying of holiday wreaths sponsored by family, friends 
and veterans groups at gravesites. 

12-20-21 

Health / COVID-19 11 Central Massachusetts communities are receiving a portion of the 2.1-
million at-home COVID tests set to be distributed by the Gov. Charlie 
Baker administration. Those communities include: Fitchburg, Framingham, 
Gardner, Leominster, Milford, Oxford, Southbridge, Uxbridge, Webster, 
West Boylston, and Worcester. 

12-21-21 

Health / COVID-19 A mobile clinic offering testing and vaccinations will soon make its rounds 
in Worcester. The van was funded by the Greater Worcester Community 
Foundation. In addition to testing and vaccinating people, the ultimate goal 
is to have a mobile health care resource center for Worcester residents, 

12-21-21 

Govt / Financial Massachusetts lawmakers have passed a bill that prevents the state from 
facing a massive egg, poultry and pork shortage. Governor Baker has 
been putting pressure on the legislature to pass this bill and prevent supply 
chain issues across the Commonwealth. 

12-21-21 

Transportation Holiday travel expected to get busy this week. So far this month, Boston’s 
daily screening average is about 41,300, with Bradley International Airport 
averaging 7,300 each day and Rhode Island T.F. Green International 
Airport averaging 4,000 daily in December, 

12-21-21 Extreme Weather 

With the celebrations only five days away, forecasts of whether 
Massachusetts will have a white Christmas are flurrying in. So far, it looks 
like only certain parts of the state have a chance of snow, according to the 
National Weather Service’s current predictions. Snow made forecasts in 
Springfield, Worcester and the Berkshires, 

12-22-21 Health / COVID-19 
Governor Baker says he’s not mandating masks here in Massachusetts, 
but asking residents to be proactive. The state Department of Public 
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Health updated its mask advisory recommending that all individuals — 
regardless of vaccination status — wear a mask or face covering in indoor, 
public spaces. 

12-22-21 Health / COVID-19 

Massachusetts hospitals must cancel or postpone all “non-essential, non-
urgent” procedures by Monday, the Department of Public Health. They say 
it preserves bed and staffing capacity amid a COVID-19 surge that’s 
already overwhelming the state’s health care system. 

12-22-21 Health / COVID-19 

Gov. Charlie Baker also activating 500 members of the National Guard to 
address non-clinical support needs of hospitals and transport systems. Up 
to 300 members will begin training this week and will support 55 acute care 
hospitals, as well as 12 ambulance service providers in the state 

12-22-21 

Transportation Massachusetts’s average gas prices remain unchanged, averaging $3.39 
per gallon. This week's price is $1.23 higher than last year at this time, 
which was $2.16 a gallon. Massachusetts’s average gas price is 9 cents 
higher than the national average. 

12-23-21 

Govt / Financial Americans with federal student loan debt have a few more months before 
repayments kick off again, with the federal government extending a pause 
on payments by 90 days, until May 1, 2022. 

12-23-21 

Transportation More than 109 million people — an almost 34% increase from 2020 — will 
travel 50 miles or more as they hit the road, board airplanes or take other 
transportation out of town between Dec. 23 and Jan. 2, according to AAA 
Northeast. The busiest travel expect later this afternoon into this evening. 

12-23-21 

Community Interest Boston Bruins and NHL players will not participate in the 2022 Olympics in 
Beijing. The hockey portion of the Winter Games will be held without NHL 
talent for the second straight Olympics. 

12-23-21 

Health / COVID-19 CVS and Walgreens are limiting the sales of at-home COVID tests this 
holiday season. The company said it’s issuing a four-item limit on them 
“due to the incredible demand.” Some stores might also experience “a 
temporary shortage” in the at-home tests. 

 

Health / COVID-19 Gov. Charlie Baker has activated hundreds of Massachusetts National 
Guard personnel and require hospitals to postpone or cancel nonessential 
elective procedures. 
. It’s aimed to relieve pressure on the state's overstretched health care 
system during the holiday season. 

12-24-21 

Health / COVID-19 Days after a tentative agreement was reached to end the nine-month-long 
strike, permanent replacement nurses and nurses who crossed the picket 
line have filed a petition to drop the Massachusetts Nurses Association as 
the union representing nurses at St. Vincent Hospital. 

12-24-21 

Health / COVID-19 Meanwhile, striking nurses at Saint Vincent Hospital are scheduled to vote 
to ratify a tentative agreement to end a nine-month strike on Jan. 3, 
according to the Massachusetts Nurses Association. In the meantime, the 
nurses agreed to stop picketing outside the hospital, 

12-24-21 Transportation 

Heads up if you’re heading to the airport, It's busy at Logan Airport, people 
are waiting to get tested for COVID-19. While officials try to get 
passengers through, there have been reports of wait times as long as 2 to 
3 hours inside the international terminal just to get a test. 

 

B.  Religious Education: 

“Taking a Minute” - :60 daily program that ran from October 01, 2021 – 
December 31, 2021 hosted by Jason Anderson, sharing Bible verses and 
their meaning from a historical and theological perspective, and how that 
applies to reaching our community in a Christian worldview.  DAILY on a 
rotated schedule at various times. 
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C.  Public Service Announcements:  Aired 12 times daily in 30 second form during 
the period October 01, 2021 – December 31, 2021  Public service announcements 
promoting local events at churches, non-profit organizations, city parks.  Each 
announcement contained information about the event and also highlighted on the 
station’s webpage called “What’s Happening”, a local resource of community events 
in the listening area.  Recorded announcements have aired from October 01, 2021 – 
December 31, 2021, informing local churches, non-profits and public organizations to 
post their events to our “What’s Happening” page at www.TheQRadio.com.  Offered 
as a free public service. 

 

Section III.  Community Involvement 
The following are events that WYQQ has initiated in this quarter. 

 

1. WYQQ partnered with 2 local Shaw’s Supermarket stores in Sturbridge, MA 
and Auburn, MA.  The station collected non-perishable food items on 
November 6, 2021 and November 13, 2021.  WYQQ then delivered all 
collected items to benefit Auburn Youth & Family Services in Auburn, MA to 
distribute to families in need.   

2. The Great Christmas Giveaway.  WYQQ partnered with the town of Auburn, 
MA and Faith Church as 170 families in need were given Christmas gifts for 
their children/grandchildren.  A special event was hosted on December 3rd for 
families to collect their gifts and have a fun, Christmas experience for the 
community. 

3. WYQQ presented a community concert with recording artist, Austin French in 
Uxbridge, MA on December 2, 2021.  This was in partnership with a local 
organizations, Fuse Ministries and Valley Chapel. 


