
 

 

WFRV QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 
January 1, 2014 – March 31, 2014 

 
WFRV’s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant treatment of the 
following issues that were important to the community in the first quarter of 2014:  

 
Agriculture 
Consumer Issues 
Crime/Law Enforcement 
Environment 
Government (State) 
Safety 
Transportation 

 
Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community issues:  
Local: 
Program Day Time 
Local 5 News This Morning Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00am 
Local 5 News at 4:00 Monday-Friday 4:00-5:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 5:00 Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30 pm 
Local 5 News at 6:00 Monday-Friday 6:00-7:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 10:00 Monday-Sunday 10:00-10:35 pm 

 
All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of news, weather, 
and sports, programming focusing on current issues and events.   

 
Agriculture – topics covered under this issue include: Legislation, both federal and state, that are a 
benefit to local agribusiness. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  1/29/14   
1:28  A new farm bill is working its way through Congress and agricultural experts say the bill will help 
strengthen our agricultural industry in Wisconsin.  Turning a profitable crop depends on a lot of factors,  
there's a huge amount of risk that can't be control.  But soon, farmers in Wisconsin could soon receive 
insurance to protect their crops.  Giving farmers that added sense of security is something many 
lawmakers on Capitol Hill would like to see.  The House of Representatives passed a $1 trillion farm bill 
this morning in which 20% of that would go directly towards farmers insurance.  Congressman Reid 
Ribble who is also a member of the house Agriculture Committee says this is good news for the dairy 
state.  The farm bill offers dairy farmers voluntary margin insurance programs that will help farmers 
manage risk and will work well for Wisconsin dairy farmers of all sizes.  If it passes the senate, and is 
signed by the president, this bill would take effect in September of this year. 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  2/11/14   
1:55  A local farmer is on a mission to protect businesses like his from lawsuits.  The agricultural tourism 
bill will impact apple orchards, pumpkin patches and even the popular "Breakfast on the Farm” program. 
Basically it makes the public aware that on a farm things can happen, that visitor needs to be responsible 
and pay more attention to what they are doing.  In a nutshell, if a cow steps on your foot it's not the 
farmers fault.  A lot of Ag tourism businesses will grow out of this; who feel that there is now accountability 
and they're not scared of a lawsuit every day.  The bill has been put on the fast track with bipartisan 
support. Twenty six states already have similar bills.  It is scheduled for a vote next week in the Assembly 
and the Senate could get it the next day.  
 
Consumer Issues– topics covered under this issue include: Consumers faced with gas shortages for 
heating and higher utility bills due to the record cold winter. 
 



 

 

LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  1/8/14 2:38  In the wake of the cold weather, it's not surprising that a new record 
was set when it comes to energy consumption.  According to WE Energies, the stretch of 24 hours 
between 9 a.m. Monday and 9 a.m. Tuesday saw the highest amount of natural gas consumption in 
company history.   A 7% increase over the previous record.  The past few days our wind chills have been 
in the negative double digit territory and daytime highs were not much better.  This is prime time for out of 
control energy bills, but there are things you can do to lessen the pain.  There are a number of products 
aimed at lowering heating costs from insulation, to space heaters and sealants.  Any reduction in usage, 
as small as unplugging a coffee pot, will have an impact.  Lessen your consumption and your total costs 
go down. Turn down your thermostat 1 degree and you can save 1% to 3%. 
LOCAL 5 NEWS THIS MORNING  1/29/14   
1:34  The people who live in Wisconsin’s northern counties rely the most on propane to heat their homes 
and they are definitely feeling the pain of the propane shortage.  Marinette County is coordinating 
propane shortage relief efforts for their residents.  There is an extra eight and a half million dollars being 
provided by the state for those who heat their homes primarily with propane.  There are 2 programs, the 
first, Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program which is available to households with income levels at 
60% of the state median income.  The other one is Keep Wisconsin Warm Fund, where the income 
threshold has been expanded to 80% of the state median income.  Marinette County Emergency 
Management says the first step in getting this assistance is to give them a call.  Because this could be a 
lengthily process, you should call for help when your propane tank reaches 30%.  Similar help is available 
in other counties here in northeast Wisconsin; contact your county offices to see if you qualify. 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  3/28/14  
1:45  The winter moratorium on utility shut offs comes to an end next month, that means if you're behind 
on your bill you could face disconnection.  According to Wisconsin Public Service, nearly 26,000 
customers are 4 months or more behind on their utility bills.  It's just a little bit more than it was last winter, 
but the amount that they owe is a lot more than last year because of the bitterly cold long winter that 
we've had.  Customers are paying about 35% more this winter than last.  Those who have fallen behind 
on payments do have options, but they need to start working on it now and not wait until the April 15th 
deadline.  There are some other local agencies that have programs to help low income residents with 
bills.  You can find more information about those and ways to contact WPS for help on our website,  we 
are green bay dot com. 

  
Crime/Law Enforcement – topics covered under this issue include: Law enforcements work on reducing 
alcohol related crashes.  Local police using social media to help solve crimes.  And a re-focus on mentally 
and medically ill inmates by a local Sheriff’s Department. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  1/10/14  
1:48  The Brown County O-W-I task force is gearing up for its first deployment in the new year.  Officers 
will be on the lookout for drunk drivers this weekend.  Since it formed back in February of 2011, the 
Brown County O-W-I task force has taken 462 drunk drivers off local roads.  Statistics show that the 
program has been very successful in the sense that there has been a dramatic decrease both in the 
number of killed and injured as well as the number of alcohol-related crashes in Brown County.  In 2010, 
eleven people were killed in alcohol related crashes.  Three years later that number is down to just 3. 
About half of all deadly crashes across the county are alcohol-induced so their work is far from over.  In 
the coming year program leaders hope to expand their focus even further.  What has been observed at 
these crash sites is a lower percentage of people who are wearing their seatbelt.  The task force is 
funded entirely by a federal grant; the program receives about 100,000 dollars a year.  Because of its 
success, leaders expect funding to continue for the foreseeable future. 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  1/19/14  
2:02  Area law enforcement agencies are turning to social media for help with open cases.  Since the 
Green Bay Police Department stepped up its social media presence last year, they have made more than 
40 additional arrests based off of information that came in from their public page.  They post information 
and pictures of suspects on their facebook and in a very short amount of time someone in the public 
generally recognizes that person and they contact us.  A recent Lexis Nexis survey found that on average 
4 out of 5 law enforcement officials use social media platforms like YouTube, facebook and twitter to help 
solve crimes.  Police say other advantages of using social media to inform the public is its accessibility 
and low cost. 



 

 

LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  1/21/14 1:58  A decrease in juvenile inmates has led the Outagamie County 
Sheriff's Department to end its juvenile detention operations.  The reason is an increased focus on 
rehabilitation outside of jail.  This year, the number was down to 2, leaving dozens of beds empty and a 
hefty price tag for operations.  It was almost a million dollars to continue to operate the facility for 2 kids 
on average per day.  But as of today, cell blocks A and B have new residents; mentally and medically ill 
inmates who previously had been spread throughout the jail.  While the number of juvenile inmates has 
decreased, the number of mental and medically ill inmates has increased, forcing this move to become 
necessary.  Health and Human Services will have greater access to them and video capabilities to 
monitor their activities to make sure everyone is okay.  Juveniles booked in Outagamie County will now 
be detained in Brown County. 
 
Environment – topics covered under this issue include: The effects of the extremely cold winter had on 
the community from school closings due to buses unable to run, to numerous water main breaks. 
Recommendations for car maintenance and safety tips.  The man power and costs of keeping the streets 
cleared of snow and ice and potential flood watches as the snow begins to melt. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  1/6/14  
1:58  If you have to go out and brave the bitter cold make sure your vehicle is ready to handle the harsh 
conditions.  Experts say it's crucial to keep up with routine maintenance and also pack a few extras inside 
your vehicle.  In these frigid temperatures, a car battery only gets about half its normal power until it's able 
to warm up.  Have at least a half tank of gas at all times and also clean oil and anti-freeze. Officials also 
recommend having a cell phone charger in your vehicle at all times your phone battery will also die a lot 
quicker in these extreme cold conditions and you'll need a full charge in case you have an emergency. 
The Brown County Sheriff's office urges all drivers to keep a winter safety kit; blankets or heavy jackets or 
sleeping bags and something to signal that you do need help. 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  1/8/14  
1:40  The arctic blast kept many local school kids home for 3 days. And the sub-zero overnight 
temperatures raised concerns from school officials about keeping buses in operation.  Lamers bus lines 
took school buses that serve northeast Wisconsin districts on the road for a test run to help mechanics 
find the right cold weather fuel mix.  But even with the right mixture the bus fleet was not operating 
consistently enough.  Even if the buses start in the morning doesn't mean they're going to be able to run 
their route in the afternoon.  After speaking with Lamer’s management, Green Bay school district officials 
decided it was best to keep students home 1 more day. 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  1/28/14  
1:57  The big freeze is being blamed for dozens of water main breaks around northeast Wisconsin.  The 
Green Bay Water Utility calls it the worst winter in 20 years.  In January last year, there were 27 main 
breaks; this year so far there have been 54 main breaks.  With the frost now 5 feet below ground and 
inching lower each day, the city of Green Bay is concerned.  The water mains sit at about 6 to 7 feet 
down so the frost is getting dangerously close.  These breaks are also digging into Green Bay's budget; 
however, some money from last year's mild winter rolled over in to the city’s reserve fund.   The water 
pipes in people's homes are also failing in the bitter cold temperatures.  To prevent frozen pipes, 
homeowners should keep the heat on even when they're not home and open cabinets below sinks to let 
warm air surround the pipes.  And when the weather warms up homeowners will have to watch for signs 
of leaks. 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  2/20/14  
2:34  On average, about 40 winter weather events hit Wisconsin between November and March.  We're 
not even to the end of February and we are already at 46 days with measurable snowfall.  Local highway 
departments and public works crews are averaging 80 hour work weeks to keep roads safe.  Taxpayer 
funded snow removal costs are running about double that of a normal year.  Outagamie County spent 1.2 
million dollars in December and January plowing county highways, typically each month only costs 
300,000 dollars.  The Green Bay Department of Public Works spent almost 52,000 dollars in overtime so 
far; significantly more than last winter. Outagamie County has used 14,000 tons of salt; twice what they 
use in a normal winter and Brown County is in a similar situation.  Maintenance costs are also up and 
taxpayers are footing the repair bills.  Several trucks have been hit this year, because either people aren't 
paying attention, or they were speeding.  The city of Appleton is about halfway through its entire snow 
and ice budget for 2014. 



 

 

LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  3/19/14  
1:42  This winter’s record snow pack is slowly melting and raising river and lake levels which has area 
emergency management officials urging people to start taking safety precautions.  And the forecast over 
the next couple of weeks, indicates near or below normal snow or rain as well as cooler than normal 
temperatures, which will help keep the flood levels low.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has already 
taken some proactive steps to try and reduce spring flooding; among them, letting more water out of Lake 
Winnebago and into the Fox River.  Right now emergency management officials urge people to stay off 
frozen lakes and rivers; even with thick ice, conditions are becoming unpredictable. 
 
Governments (State) – topics covered under this issue include: What to do with a projected state budget 
surplus.  Governor Walker declares a state of emergency due to the propane shortage in the state.  The 
current legislative session ends with many bills passed. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  1/16/14  
1:58  Area lawmakers are reacting tonight to new estimates that the current state 2 year budget will end 
in 2015 with a 1 billion dollar surplus.  The question now is what to do with that cash?  The Legislative 
Fiscal Bureau projected today higher than anticipated tax collection will create this surplus, and Governor 
Walker is expected to announce his plans for it during his State of the State address next week.  The total 
budget surplus is estimated to reach 977 million dollars, fueled by roughly 900 million more in tax 
revenue's than previously projected.  Today Governor Walker released a statement saying “the additional 
revenue should be returned to taxpayers because it's their money and my administration will work with 
the legislature to determine the most prudent course of action."  Many lawmakers suspect the Governor 
will push for some kind of property or income tax relief package.  But they hope he also moves cautiously 
because these numbers while positive are based on projections.  Senator Cowles says if you take away 
the surplus the state faces a 725 million dollar structural deficit.  Senator Hansen hopes some of the 
surplus will go toward his student loan debt bill which would allow college grads to refinance their student 
loans. 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  1/25/14  
2:15  Governor Scott Walker has declared a state of emergency in Wisconsin in response to the propane 
shortage and the severe cold weather that is putting our state into the deep freeze.  The shortage of fuel 
can be attributed to several things; the unusually cold temperatures; a major pipeline to Wisconsin, 
Minnesota and Iowa was temporarily closed last month for maintenance, which slowed delivery; and a 
wet fall increased propane demand for grain drying.  Governor Walker has issued several executive 
orders to ease weight limits on the trucks transporting propane and he is allowing those truck drivers to 
drive longer hours.  Also more funds are being made available to those who use propane to heat their 
homes.  What can you do to help in this emergency?  First, check on family and neighbors.  If you or 
neighbor needs propane you can call the toll free number 1-866-432-8947 for information on where you 
can purchase propane in your area or to apply for assistance towards your propane heating bill.  If you 
need a warming shelter, call your local sheriff's department for a location.  If you do go to a warming 
shelter turn off your water and drain your pipes so they don't freeze.  
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  3/18/14   
1:57  As the legislative session comes to a close this week, lawmakers are taking a last minute vote on 
several bills.  From tax credits to voting issues, lawmakers in both houses pushed through a variety of 
bills over the last few days.  This afternoon the Assembly passed a tax relief bill that would cut property 
and income taxes by 500 million dollars.  While Republicans were pleased to pass the Governor's bill, 
Assembly Democrats tried to push through their own version but were ultimately shut down.  Over in the 
State Senate, Democrats are still fired up over a bill that would limit early voting to 45 hours on each of 
the 2 weeks before election day and eliminate weekend voting all together.  One bill both parties in the 
Senate agreed on would require insurance companies to cover oral chemo-therapy drugs the same as 
they do intravenous chemo-therapy drugs.  The current legislative session ends on Thursday. 
 
Safety – topics covered under this issue include: Area school districts adopt a new safety response plan.  
Shawano County continues to work on radio communication issues amongst their fire departments.  
Appleton police focus on pedestrian safety at problem city crosswalks. 
 
 



 

 

LOCAL 5 NEWS THIS MORNING  1/30/14   
1:51  Students and staff at districts throughout our area are being taught to fight back in life or death 
situations.  It's the focus of a new kind of training in local schools, ALICE, a response plan developed 
after the mass shooting at columbine nearly 15 years ago.  The plan stands for Alert, Lockdown, Inform, 
Counter, Evacuate and it gives teachers options in case an active shooter enters the building.  The Green 
Bay Area Public School District, Freedom and Seymour schools are already implementing the new 
response plan.  Officials in the Appleton Area School District are still discussing the plan in their safety 
committee before going on to the school board for final approval. 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 4  2/25/14   
2:53  Mounting issues with some Shawano county fire radios have the area fire chiefs worried about lives 
and liability.  After updating their radios to a simulcast system, static noise had been a big problem. 
According to Shawano’s technical analyst, the east side of the county uses a data link that's part of a 
state system while the west utilizes county microwave links and they don’t work well together.  The 
departments outlined cases where communication faltered in the line of duty. However, recently the 
vendor has provided promised equipment and a series of tests and transmission monitoring has begun. 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  2/26/14   
2:16  After a recent spike in hit and run crashes Appleton police are cracking down on crosswalk safety. 
The department says it's time to beef up patrol near certain crosswalks. Appleton police have responded 
to 7 crashes at the crosswalk on Wisconsin Avenue that connects the Appvion facility to a parking lot 
across the street.  The city installed a hybrid beacon which has 3 lights and the signal commonly 
confuses drivers.  So starting next week, the police will be camped out at the intersection.  Appvion 
officials say the dangerous crosswalk is well known throughout the building.  Some say the flashing 
beacon confuses drivers and gives a false sense of security to pedestrians.  The goal of the added 
enforcement will be to educate both drivers and pedestrians.  Police will also be adding enforcement to 
the Lawrence University crosswalk where a student was seriously injured on October. 
 
Transportation – topics covered under this issue include: A main bridge that carries traffic around the 
city of Green Bay opens after repairs.  Roadway pothole problems for city crews and vehicles. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  1/5/14   
1:53  The Leo Frigo bridge was opened to traffic this morning for the first time in over 3 months.  The 
barricades came down nearly 2 weeks earlier than projected.  Project managers give credit to contractors 
and tradesmen who worked around the clock to get the once sagging bridge reopened.  Even though the 
Leo Frigo bridge is open and fully functional, safety monitoring will continue for the foreseeable future. 
Nearly nine-and-a-half million dollars was invested in repairs and stabilization.  A final report on the 
investigation into the bridge settling and stabilization efforts will be released later this month. 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  3/10/14   
2:13  Potholes form when ice and snow melt, then the water fills road cracks and  when the temperature 
falls it turns back to ice which expands and breaks the road leaving holes that can damage cars.  
Green Bay public works crews say the problem isn't any worse than in other years.  Crews are working as 
fast as they can to fill in the pot holes; a 2 person crews will average 75 pot holes a day.  Last year the 
city of Green Bay alone filled in 15,000 potholes.  Auto repair shops say they're seeing roughly 7 vehicles 
with damage each week due to potholes. 

 

 
Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WFRV broadcast public service 
announcements related to the following issues:  

 
Assistance – WI Dept. of Justice – Heroin-Wish they were here; Heroin-The Fly Effect 
Children – Foster Care, Big Brothers Big Sisters- Mentoring, Bullying 
Community Engagement – United Way 
Health – WI Orthopedic Society - Get Moving 
Military – Wounded Warriors Support Group. National Guard – Serve; Citizen Soldier; Making a 
Difference. Coast Guard-Serve and Coast Guard Reserve-Serve.  Wisconsin Broadcasters Association 
Initiative – Wisconsin Honor Flight for WWII Veterans – Support and Sign up Members. 



 

 

Pets – The Shelter Project-Adoption 
Relationships – Catholic Church-Marriage 
Safety – Negligent Driving-Text & Drive. WI DOT – Winter safe driving; Drive sober and snowmobile 
sober; WFRV drunk driving prevention initiative – Buzz Driving and Don’t Drink and Drive. 
 
These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day. 

 


