
 

 

WFRV QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 
July 1, 2014 – September 30, 2014 

 
WFRV‟s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant treatment of the 
following issues that were important to the community in the third quarter of 2014:  
 
Education 
Children/Youth 
Crime/Law Enforcement 
Environment  
Consumer Issues 
Charity/Non-profit 
Agriculture 
Housing 
Campaigns/Elections 
Safety 
Business & Industry 
 
Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community issues:  
Local: 
Program Day Time 
Local 5 News at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30pm   
Local 5 News at 4:00 Monday-Friday 4:00-5:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 5:00 Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30 pm 
Local 5 News at 6:00 Monday-Friday 6:00-7:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 10:00 Monday-Sunday 10:00-10:35 pm 
Local 5 News Sunday Morning at 6:00 Sunday 6:00-8:00am 
 
All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of news, weather, 
and sports, programming focusing on current issues and events.   
 
Local: 
They Fought For Freedom July 20 12-1pm 
“They Fought for Freedom” is a celebration of the 70th anniversary of the Allied victory on the beaches at 
Normandy, beginning on D-Day -- June 6th, 1944.  Told in emotional detail by the surviving participants, 
including those who journeyed to the military memorials in Washington, D.C., on one of the many 
National Honor Flights held to thank these warriors for their service.  “They Fight for Freedom” is the story 
of the largest amphibious assault in history, designed to liberate France and open the way for Allied 
troops to conquer Nazi Germany – told by the people who were on the front line. 
 
Agriculture – topics covered under this issue include: storm damage to area crops and fall crop 
assessment. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  7/15/14   
1:52  Farmers in southern Door County are assessing the storm damage today after strong winds and 
large hail swept across the Sturgeon Bay area overnight.  For some farmers the loss is severe striping 
grapes off vines, shredding corn stalks, and pummeling apple trees; for others the crops were a total loss. 
Parts of Door County saw hail piles up to several inches high.  Many of the cherry trees were destroyed 
just 2 weeks away from harvest.  Those farmers were too distraught to comment on camera.  Coming off 
a brutal winter, many of the crops were already damaged.  Last night was one more blow to the Ag 
industry in this area. While insurance will cover the damage to the crops it won't cover the several 
research projects that were destroyed on the Peninsular Agricultural Research Farm.  All they can do is 
hope to salvage what they can and begin to rebuild.   
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS SUNDAY MORNING AT 6   9/14/14   



 

 

2:27  Ever since our cool, wet spring, area farmers have been playing catch up with this year‟s crop.  
Taking a mid-September look at this year‟s crop, the quality isn't bad, but the maturity is lagging. 
When we walk the corn fields this time of year, we would like to see at least half of the corn crop dented, 
based on different types of maturities we plant. But instead we still find a lot of corn that's in the milk 
stage, just getting to the dough stage now.  Unfortunately the level of maturity is not the only problem 
growers are facing.  They‟ve also had some challenges because of nitrogen conditions and the weather. 
The hot dry weather we experienced in July is also one of the issues that we have, with pollination and 
ear fill.  And that is a problem because as the crop sits in the fields, it's going to begin to weather and this 
is an area where we can get infection and other items that will end up eventually leading to a lower quality 
crop.  And the story for the soybeans is pretty much the same.  It‟s a mixed crop all the way around. We 
had people who were able to get in on high fields.  We had people who were still planting beans mid and 
late June, and as a result, we have a lot of soybeans that had to develop very quickly.  Of course the big 
focal point this time of year is when will that first killing frost hit the area?  Typically here in Outagamie 
County and the southern part, we're looking at October 3 through 9.  It sure would help us out if we could 
extend that into the second or third week of October. 
 
Business and Industry – topics covered under this issue include: a very large multi-use sports complex, 
the first of its kind in the area. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  7/15/14   
1:56  A new sports complex is slated to be built in the fox cities.  Lake Park Sportzone will be a sports 
complex with volleyball, basketball and indoor pitching and softball instruction.  The 32,000 square foot 
facility will cost 4 million dollars to build.  It'll house hardwood floors, 32 foot ceilings, 3 full size basketball 
courts and 6 full size volleyball courts in the first phase.  The 2nd phase will have the same number of 
basketball and volleyball courts for a facility of 65,000 square feet total.  The facility will target competitive 
youth tournament however, high school teams will be able to use the facility as well.  Talking with Athletic 
Directors and people throughout the community from November through April there is a shortage of court 
time in the fox cities.  The completion of the project is expected early next year.  Despite the facility not 
even breaking ground yet more than 12 tournament events have already been scheduled. 
 
Campaigns/Elections – topics covered under this issue include: a local campaign supporters event and 
a federal‟s court decision on the state‟s voter ID law. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  7/21/14   
2:06  A big night in Brown County for Republicans, they gathered for the annual Meet The Ticket event, 
which brings candidates and their supporters together.  This gathering is about generating excitement 
and creating momentum for all the campaigns this election cycle.  The goal is to educate and energize.    
The star of the night was Governor Scott Walker, who rallied local Republicans.  Familiar themes filled the 
hall; that the economy is all that matters; and that Republicans are better poised to create jobs then the 
competition.  But this gathering was more about meeting supporters and encouraging them to reach out 
to the undecided.  To help this political party maintain control in both houses of the state legislature and 
the Governor's mansion come this fall.  This was the second Meet The Ticket event.  Organizers call it the 
biggest Republican event in Wisconsin outside the state convention. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  9/12/14   
2:07  If you plan on voting this November you will now need a valid ID to do so.  This comes after a 
federal appeals court in Chicago voted to re-instate Wisconsin‟s voter identification law this afternoon. 
If you're heading to the polls this November you'll need to bring along a government issued ID to vote. 
The 7th Court of Appeals announced the ruling this afternoon, striking down the injunction on a law that 
has not been enforced since 2012.  The move was quickly praised by Republicans state-wide, including 
Governor Scott Walker, who called the ruling a win for the electoral process.  State Democrats wasted no 
time in expressing outrage, saying the law is designed to keep democrat leaning constituents, including 
the poor and minorities, from voting.  They also expressed concern about the timing of the decision which 
comes less than 3 months from the November election.  Chairman Mike Tate released a statement this 
afternoon saying they'll continue to make sure every eligible voter who wants to cast a ballot can do so 
this November.   Saying the ruling is certain to fire up community members hungry for new leadership. 



 

 

The 3 judge panel did not issue a full opinion on the decision saying it will do so in due course.  If you 
need a photo ID, you can get it through the DOT.  Starting Monday, the DMV will start the process of 
waiving the standard ID card fee and allow voters to get an ID without a driver‟s license, or birth 
certificate.  
 
Charity/Non-profit – topics covered under this issue include: local organizations events to increase much 
needed donations; and vandalism‟s effect on a non-profit organization. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  7/22/14   
1:55  The Salvation Army of Brown County is celebrating Christmas in July.  After falling a bit short during 
the December campaign the organization is looking to the community for help funding programs that can 
be life changing for people in need.  Nineteen thousand people use the dozens of services provided by 
the Salvation Army of Brown County every year.  The pantry serves 500 households a month and the 
lunch program about 200 people every day.  The money to pay for these programs comes from 
donations.  After falling short of their goal during last season's Christmas campaign, the red kettles are 
back in action for this week only.  The organization hopes to raise 30,000 dollars this week.  You can find 
the kettles at local Festival Foods and Copp's stores.  Besides the kettles, the campaign also consists of 
other fundraising events throughout the week, you can find a list on our website we are green bay dot 
com. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  8/25/14   
1:49  A lakeshore organization dependent on donations and volunteers may soon need even more help 
after some recent vandalism.  Vegetables were smashed and stolen from the "Meals on Wheels" program 
in Sheboygan County.  The program, a first of its kind, grows, cleans and prepares its own produce for 
nearly 300 meals served every day.  On average, 20 to 50 pounds of produce is being used every day.  
The community garden was built last spring by volunteers, but a recent rash of theft and vandalism is 
raising concerns.  A large amount of produce was stolen last weekend and just this morning, more 
vegetables were found smashed on the road.  Now the group dependent on donations and volunteers 
needs to come up with even more money for security.  They will have to spend money on a security 
system instead of being able to put the money where they‟d like it to go, for the harvesting and cooking of 
the food.   Security options include installing cameras or fencing, but no matter what they choose, it will 
cost thousands of dollars they don't yet have. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  8/15/14   
2:14  A local Humane Society is out of money.  Now they're turning to the community to help keep the 
mission of saving animals alive.  In the past 10 years, the Oconto Area Humane Society has cared for 
thousands of animals, close to 700 called it home in 2013 alone.  Now the doors could be closed in a 
matter of weeks.  This is the only facility in Oconto County for homeless animals.  People have to travel to 
Green Bay, Shawano or Menominee, Michigan to find similar shelters.  Operating expenses are roughly 
$9,000 every month; this includes wages, vet bills, and utilities.  The shelter already relies heavily on 
volunteers.  Fundraising takes place year round but often only nets a few hundred dollars at a time.  
One major benefactor who has always carried the shelter through is retiring from his job so they need to 
find other options to keep the place open.  The shelter is trying to secure money by gaining contracts with 
nearby law enforcement agencies.  Money is the biggest need but donations of items like kitty litter, food, 
and cleaning supplies will also help.  If you would like to see the facility for yourself, there is an open 
house planned for Saturday, August 23

rd
, you can find details on our website we are green bay dot com.  

 
Children/Youth – topics covered under this issue include: youth activities at the county fairs and 
celebrating 4-H‟s influence on kids; also a rise in school age children. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT Noon  7/29/14   
2:25  Making the county fair a positive learning experience especially for the youth is a big part of what a 
county fair is all about.  And the people who have a major impact on that are the junior fair judges who 
see themselves as more than just a project judge.  Their role is to help the kids look at what went well, 
what didn't go so well and what they might do in the future to address that so they develop future skills in 
whichever project they are enrolled in.  The judges believe in the junior fair experience and stress the 



 

 

importance of nurturing its value and the judges also believe that through the fair project these youth are 
developing some lifelong skills.  Most of the judges can be found throughout the summer at multiple fairs, 
sharing their time and expertise.  4-H has been inspiring young people and their families for 100 years 
now and don't forget to look for the 4-H Centennial exhibit or display at your local county fair and join in 
the big statewide celebration on Tuesday, August 5th at the Wisconsin State Fair in West Allis. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT Noon  8/19/14  
2:08  This year at both state and county fairs, space and time has been set aside to spotlight the 100

th
 

anniversary of 4-H in Wisconsin.  4-H really is one of the capstone opportunities for young people to learn 
skill development in a hand on project based way.  So much of what happens in the world involves 
communication  skills and working with teams.  4-H gives the young people that opportunity in more than 
300 project areas to learn those skills.  Many of the subjects, the projects kids take on may have 
changed, changed along with technology, but the main stay projects, they're going to be relevant forever.  
Even if the technology changes within them, they're going to remain a part of what people want to do. 
Truly an outstanding youth organization that has impacted so many lives.  Congratulations and thank you 
to the thousands that keep the spirit and benefits of 4-H alive and available for today's youth.  And don't 
forget you can see more 4-Hers' talents and projects on display this week at the Marinette, Manitowoc 
and Waupaca County Fairs.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  9/23/14  
1:45  The number of homeless students in the United States reached a record high this past year.  The  
U. S. Department of Education says the number of homeless children enrolled in public pre-school and 
grades K through12 jumped 8% from the previous year hitting more than 1.2 million.  School districts 
across northeast Wisconsin are seeing similar trends.  Last year in Brown County schools, nearly 1400 
students were identified as homeless.  According to national guidelines, a student is considered homeless 
if they lack a fixed, regular and adequate night time residence.  This includes children living in shelters, 
motels, or doubling up with other families.  In Green Bay schools, more than 1100 students are identified 
as homeless.  There are programs in place at all districts; most schools have social workers who help 
with programs that provide things like free meals, free school supplies, and even transportation help for 
kids to and from school.  While most programs for homeless students are required the funding is not 
provided. 
 
Consumer Issues – topics covered under this issue include: preparing for this winter‟s fuel costs and 
supplies. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  7/2/14   
2:00  Winter heating may not be on the minds of many people right now, but after a major propane 
shortage plagued Wisconsin last winter officials say it should be.  The shortage was caused by a mix of 
things including the bitter cold temperatures, a major pipeline shutdown and farmers using an unexpected 
amount of propane to dry their corn crop.  To help prevent future problems, industry leaders say 
customers need to be acting now.  Industry leaders are urging all propane customers to fill their tanks 
during the summer.  Historically that's the lowest price of the year and then they're insured to have it 
when they need it.  Just this week, President Obama signed the "Reliable Home Heating Act" into law, 
something Governor Scott Walker strongly supports.  It allows states greater flexibility to help customers 
deal with critical heating shortages. 
 
Crime/Law Enforcement – topics covered under this issue include: an increase in drug abuse in the 
area and one cities initiative to recognize it. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 4  7/25/14   
2:20  A sharp increase in crime is showing up in communities all over northeast Wisconsin and much of 
that can be tied to heroin.  The heroin explosion is really the result of the over prescription of Vicodin, 
OxyContin through no intention but it has happened. Then when these people are taken off of these 
opiates, they have no alternative but heroin.  The usage of heroin leads to a number of other problems 
within the community; property crimes and violent crimes on occasion.  But Brown County is taking a 
stand, starting up their first ever heroin court.  A post-conviction court for heroin and opiate addicts with 



 

 

immediate detox treatment, then a program to get them off the addiction.  Funded by taxpayer dollars and 
a state grant, the heroin court is set to start up as early as September. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  9/24/14   
2:12  Drug abuse is an issue that touches communities all across the state, and it's a growing problem.  
According to the State Department of Health Services, the number of heroin-related deaths increased 
fivefold between 2003 and 2011.  Drug addiction took center stage tonight at Lambeau Field, where a 
summit was held to educate the community on substance abuse. The event was called "It Doesn't Start 
With Heroin".  Several hundred people came to hear more about the opiate epidemic police are dealing 
with in Brown County, along with plain talk on pot and pills.  Captain Todd Thomas of the Green Bay 
Police Department helped organize the night; focusing on the so-called 4 pillar approach to dealing with 
drug abuse.  There is a community energy that wants to deal with this issue and it's a matter of bringing 
the groups to together and having a plan and addressing this.  There were 227 heroin-related deaths in 
Wisconsin last year, nearly 10 times as many as in 2007. 
 
Education– topics covered under this issue include: a new grading scale; agriculture education for fair 
goers; possible change to Wisconsin‟s Common Core; a school works to finish the year time despite 
major fire interruption; 2 private schools collaborate to implement technology in the classroom; social 
media abuse at a local high school; and a very large donation at a local college will aid in more 
scholarships. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  7/21/14   
2:02  Students in Green Bay will see some changes on their report cards this coming school year.  That's 
because the school board voted unanimously tonight to change the district's grading policy.  District 
officials say the change places students on an equal playing field with neighboring districts, while 
providing a more accurate representation of student performance.  The familiar a, b, c, d, and f scoring 
system, will now include pluses and minuses, something district administrators hope incentivizes students 
to push for higher grades.  A task force consisting of students, teachers, parents, and administrators 
spent the past year reviewing the change.  The new grading scale will be implemented for the upcoming 
school year and is not retroactive. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS SUNDAY MORNING AT 6  7/20/14   
2:10  The county fair is all about being a positive educational experience, especially for the junior 
exhibitors.  However at the Fond du Lac County Fair they have an exhibit that is all about educating the 
fair goers.  The Ag Birthing Center at the Fond du Lac County Fair is an exhibit that exists to show city 
folks what agriculture is about and what they do on the farm.  One of the highlights for the fair goer is to 
see the actual birthing of a calf, to see the process, how they check the cow so everyone knows what's 
happening.  They can also see chicks that just hatched, chickens that are laying eggs, sheep with their 
lambs, goats with their kids and piglets.  The goal of raising the level of Ag literacy is important, to bridge 
the gap between the consumer and the farmer. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  7/18/14   
1:56  Governor Scott Walker wants to change the standards Wisconsin students are held to by repealing 
Common Core.  Common Core was adopted in Wisconsin in 2010, it is a set of English and math 
standards that guide what students should know and when.  More than 40 states are using Common 
Core.  School districts across Wisconsin have spent several years preparing to fully implement it this 
coming fall.  Governor Scott Walker is asking law makers to repeal common core and to create a team 
made up of parents, teachers, principals, and educators to develop standards specific to Wisconsin.  But 
the Wisconsin Association of School Boards doesn't see a benefit in the Governor‟s plan.  Critics of 
repealing Common Core point to the millions of dollars already spent to launch the program.  Educators 
do see a benefit in having common standards across state boundaries; a lot of students move from 
district to district and state to state and it eliminates some of the gaps.  Because lawmakers won't meet 
again until January, school will start in the fall under current Common Core guidelines.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  8/19/14   



 

 

2:16  The Green Bay School District is working hard to get Preble High School cleaned up and ready for 
the school year.  Today we learned more about a new school schedule for Preble students and staff.  A 
week and a half after fire tore through the school, cleanup crews say they're right on schedule.  District 
leaders expect classes at Preble to start Monday, September 15th.  That's a 9 day delay but longer 
school days mean the school year won't be extended.  Students will start the school day at 7:30 a.m. 
approximately 2 minutes will be added to each period which will result in the school day ending at 3:18 
p.m. instead of 3:00 p.m.  Also, 4 days previously marked as half days will now be full school days.  
Preble students who attend certain classes at other schools should do so starting on September 2

nd
, the 

district's regular starting date.  District leaders say some sports and other after school activity schedules 
will be shifted but for now the focus is on getting things back to normal.  Restoration work on the gym will 
take far longer.  Crews say structural analysis on that part of the school is currently underway and the 
results are expected later this week.  For a look at the full schedule for Preble High School go to we are 
green bay dot com. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  8/5/14   
1:44  Saint James Lutheran School and Sacred Heart Catholic School in Shawano are putting aside their 
religious differences in an effort to put new technology in their classrooms.  Both schools wanted to 
incorporate tablets and chrome books into their curriculum but knew it would cost a lot of money, roughly 
900,000 dollars over 5 years.  But by forming this parachocial partnership, the schools were able to 
qualify for a grant to get some of the costs covered.  The schools have installed a new network that 
allows teachers to utilize the technology.   Each school has ordered around 40 chrome books for the fall. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  9/18/14   
2:23  A social media site is causing concern for the Green Bay School District.  Confession pages on 
Facebook and Twitter have grown in popularity among high school and college students.  Typically 
they're an anonymous way to share thoughts and feelings, but they can easily become a platform for 
cyber bullying.  A Twitter handle was started on September third dedicated to so called "Preble High 
School Confessions".  The creator has made close to 90 posts and is followed by 300 people.  However, 
the content is graphic and identifies students by name.  The Green Bay School District takes cyber bulling 
seriously, they're monitoring the Twitter feed and taking aim at Preble students.  District leaders say the 
posts on social media are not much different than what kids used to write on bathroom stalls; however, 
they are much easier to trace.  They will take action if a student or parent complains about the feed.  
Whoever operates the Preble Confessions Twitter account has not made any posts since September 
fourth.  Scrolling though the feed, it claims that the account is managed by 2 students, but their names 
are not published.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  9/17/14   
2:11  A 25 million dollar scholarship donation to Lawrence University has doubled thanks to a matching 
gift.  That means that Lawrence University will be able help thousands of current and future students 
attend the school many call the Harvard of the north.  Lawrence does not award athletic scholarships,   
over 90%t of its students do get some type of assistance with more than half of those being need based 
aide.  The University makes it work by only using 5 % of the total dollars endowed to the and with more 
than 470 separate endowments that means that 4.2 million is available in scholarships.  And that number 
is expected to go up another 2.5 million once the new gift is matched. This gift to the University will help 
more than 45 additional students in need.  
 
Environment– topics covered under this issue include: invasive species poses threat; preserving fresh 
water mussels in construction area; blue-green algae monitoring; and a massive manure spill clean up. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  8/28/14   
1:44  An unusual threat to Wisconsin‟s soil and forests has been discovered in Appleton.  It's called the 
Asian crazy worm and while it resembles a common earth worm its destructive behavior is cause for 
concern.  The Wisconsin D.N.R. has confirmed a sighting at an undisclosed Appleton location, the first 
such sighting in northeast Wisconsin.  The worms pose a major threat to the environment, this specific 
species actually produces a waste product that degrades the soil, it doesn't improve it.  A similar sighting 
occurred last year in Madison.  Found in imported landscaping soil, may be how the invasive species 



 

 

made it to Appleton. The difference in character is that the crazy worms will actually assume a defensive 
posture, almost the way a snake would, as far as defending itself. The crazy worms are very active, they 
probably won't stay on the clay soil they'll roll off, it's almost like they're hyperactive compared to the 
docile earth worms that we have in our existing soils.  D.N.R. officials are working quickly on a plan to 
isolate the invasion before the worms cause too much damage.  If you believe you have a crazy worm on 
your property you're asked to bring a specimen to your local D.N.R. office. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  8/20/14   
1:43  Today, DNR divers and snorkelers were on a rescue mission in Clintonville, they're trying to save 
hundreds of rare mussels.  On the Pigeon River, divers are moving roughly 800 mussels downriver.  
They're relocating the freshwater clams before a major construction project starts on the main street 
bridge disrupting the habitat.  Not to be confused with the invasive zebra mussel, these native mussels 
are natures' filtration system, even getting rid of dangerous bacteria like e-coli.  They also provide food for 
others in the eco-system such as otters, muskrats, raccoons and the like.  Wisconsin is home to 50 
different mussel species, the DNR has found 12 of them at this site alone.  The bridge project is 
scheduled to start in the spring of 2015.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  8/11/14   
1:53  DNR officials are monitoring green algae on Lake Winnebago that could affect the water supplies of 
neighboring communities.  The caution comes after an algae bloom in Lake Erie near Toledo, Ohio 
released toxins that prevented hundreds of thousands of people from using water from the local water 
supply.  It took days of chemical treatment before the water was safe to use once again.  Communities 
around Lake Winnebago aren't in any danger, but DNR officials aren't taking any chances.  Lake 
Winnebago is the primary source of drinking water for roughly 200,000 people.  Along the shores, a 
murky green has taken over; the algae is an annual arrival here caused by nutrient runoff from streets 
and farms.   The algae is much thicker closer to shore, so the treatment plant avoids this area when 
treating drinking water.  Fortunately the intake isn't close to shore that's why officials say what happened 
in Toledo won't happen here.  When the analytical data supports increased organics, things like algae, 
they treat accordingly, so the chemical dosages changes with the seasons. If you were to swim in the 
blue green algae, it can cause rashes and irritation; officials say you'll need to keep an eye out for it 
through at least mid-September. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  9/17/14   
1:46  A massive cleanup of a large scale manure spill is under way at a Door County farm.  A pump failed 
at an above ground manure storage area causing nearly 640,000 gallons of manure to leak out.  This is 
one of the largest manure spills ever faced by Wisconsin‟s Department of Natural Resources.  There is a 
significant amount that's moved a fair distance from the farm so this volume is hard to clean up.  Local fire 
fighters were called in to help with those contaminants the pumps missed.  There is a minor amount that 
did get into the creek, but it has been completely contained.  It hasn't reached any of the wetland area, 
nor has it gone as far as Highway 57.  An exact clean up completion date is not known, but it will likely be 
at least several days. 
 
Housing– topics covered under this issue include: much needed veteran housing construction begins; 
and building lots shortage in some area. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  8/25/14   
1:58  A major step forward is being taken today to help northeast Wisconsin veterans.  Construction is 
underway on a 50 unit low income housing complex for local veterans. Veterans Manor will be built on the 
site formally occupied by the Brown County mental health center.  The county sold off an 8 acre parcel to 
a developer and the location is just around the corner from the brand new veteran‟s clinic.  The Veterans 
Manor will also provide onsite social and mental health services it is scheduled to open in May of 2015.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  8/19/14   
1:50  New home construction is booming nationwide.  The Census Bureau says new housing permits 
were up nearly 16% last month.  New housing starts are also up in our region and builders say now might 
be the time to buy.  Permits for new home construction this year are nearing the numbers for all of last 



 

 

year.  New home constructions is on a strong, steady course in our area, that's despite delays coming out 
of a cold winter and wet spring.  In many areas, new housing starts for April through June are just below 
the mark for the same time last year.   Builders credit pent up demand, especially in desirable school 
districts.  The markets that seem to be hottest in the Green Bay area are Suamico and Howard.  Areas 
around Appleton North High School and Kimberly High School are also booming.  But that's creating a 
shortage of building lots in some areas.  Interest rates on home loans are fabulous right now. If you're 
looking for some ideas of what's available, the Valley Homebuilders Association is holding its annual 
Parade of Homes from Thursday through Sunday. 
 
Safety – topics covered under this issue include: a healthcare system and police department hold training 
simulation; boating safety patrols; social media emergency information training; and a local airport‟s 
disaster training.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  7/23/14   
1:44  Thedacare and Affinity Health System joined forces with the Neenah Police Department this 
afternoon for an active shooter training session.  The simulation allowed medical workers and police 
tactical units to prepare for the worst in a real life setting.  The bullets were fake, but the intensity was real 
inside the former Affinity Health clinic in Neenah.  Employees from both healthcare providers took part in 
an active shooter simulation with police eliminating the threat and saving survivors.  Employees were told 
to hide as tactical units fired paintballs at the shooters providing real life intensity inside the building. The 
two providers say when it comes to security there's no such thing as competition. They hope to work 
together in the future on similar simulations.  Police will run 3 additional simulations at the clinic tomorrow 
providing an estimated 200 employees with the hands-on training. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  8/29/14   
2:13 This weekend is expected to be a busy weekend for boaters, but those heading out on Lake 
Winnebago may experience some headaches.  A leisurely ride along the Fox River and Lake Winnebago 
has become a hassle for many boaters as the U.S. Coast Guard beefs up their patrol.  Unlike a police 
officer who needs probable cause to pull over a vehicle, the U.S. Coast Guard does not need a reason 
when they're patrolling international waters.  Any body of water that opens up to the Great Lakes is 
considered international, that has many boaters aggravated.  The Coast Guard is checking for things like 
life preservers, safety flares, registration as well as speed and alcohol.  This summer the number of stops 
has spiked; since Memorial Day the Coast Guard has performed 200 boardings.  Next spring, the 
Winnebago Sherriff‟s office and the Coast Guard will hold 2 days where boaters can check their 
equipment and registration so they won't get stopped once they‟re out on the water.  Over the holiday 
weekend the U.S. Coast Guard will have extra patrols out on the water.  According to the Coast Guard, 
560 people died in boating related accidents in the U. S. last year; more than 26,000 people were injured.  
They say the accidents caused nearly 39 million dollars in damage to the boats involved and 77% of fatal 
boating accident victims drowned; of those victims, 84% were not wearing life jackets.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  8/19/14   
1:51  Two thirds of Americans now have smart phones; that's why emergency officials know if they want 
to connect with the community they have to go „online‟.  If the tornado siren sounds the power goes out, 
or your neighborhood is evacuated because of a gas leak, your phone, laptop or tablet becomes your link 
to lifesaving updates.  That‟s where the people are, they have these devices in the palm of their hand that 
allows them to access emergency information very readily and very easily.  This training in Oshkosh, paid 
for by FEMA and Homeland Security, is helping local first responders improve their response time online; 
which means you get the information faster.  The goal is to build a network now before disaster strikes. 
Misinformation is a huge problem with social media and these organizations are learning how to monitor 
for that today and provide correct information.  We‟ve posted a special web extra on we are green bay dot 
com with a listing of local police and fire department pages and twitter accounts on social media. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  8/16/14   
1:38  Outagamie County Regional Airport conducted a special emergency exercise this morning.  The 
simulated disaster is to train responding agencies on how to deal with a plane crash if one would happen. 



 

 

More than 100 volunteers took part in a simulated disaster at the airport; firefighters, first responders, 
hospitals, law enforcement and helicopter services are some of the many agencies that took part in the 
emergency exercise.  The airport conducts this emergency plan in a simulated fashion once every 3 
years; the exercise is required by the Federal Aviation Administration.  It's a way to test those involved 
and work on a plan that will help save lives and work as teams.  Austin Straubel International Airport  in 
Green Bay says it will have the same type of simulated disaster training in a few days.    
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  8/12/14   
2:06  A warning tonight about popular laundry detergent pods, according to the Wisconsin Poison Center 
the number of calls involving the packets of concentrated chemicals is skyrocketing.  There were 71 
cases in 2012, 130 cases in 2013, and 170 cases so far in 2014.  St. Mary‟s Hospital in Green Bay has 
treated several kids who've ingested detergent from a pod.  In the past, doctors say even if kids got into a 
jug of detergent they would spit it out immediately because of the bad taste.  Now kids are putting these 
bright colored pods in their mouths thinking they're gummy candy.  The pods are designed to pop almost 
instantly in water.  To show you the process I‟m wetting my hands, applying just a bit of pressure and 
that‟s really all it takes.  Doctors say this happens even faster in a child's mouth.  The problem is you can 
get an esophagitis from it, the actual chemical can cake onto the esophagus and cause burns.  Some 
patients needed to be put on a ventilator to help them breathe.  For a link to information from Wisconsin 
Poison Control about detergent pods head to we are green bay dot com. 
 
Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WFRV broadcast public service 
announcements related to the following issues:  
 
Children – U. S. Dept. of Health and Human Services – Adoption. 
Community Issues – U. S. Dept. of Energy – Energy efficiency. 
Education – United Negro College Fund-Minority Education. 
Environment - U. S. Forest Service -Wildfire prevention and Discovering nature 
Health – Am Heart Association – Women‟s heart disease and High blood pressure. 
Military – Wounded Warriors Support Group. National Guard – Serve; Citizen Soldier; Making a 
Difference; Wisconsin Broadcasters Association Initiative – Wisconsin Honor Flight for WWII Veterans – 
Support and Sign up Members. 
Relationships – Nat. Responsible Fatherhood Council-Fatherhood. 
Safety –  Nat. Highway Traffic Safety Administration-Texting and Driving, Child passenger safety and 
Buzzed Driving. – U. S. Dept. of Justice – Safe firearm storage. 
 
These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day. 

 


