
 

 

WFRV QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 
October 1, 2014 – December 31, 2014 

 
WFRV’s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant treatment of the 
following issues that were important to the community in the fourth quarter of 2014:  

 
Agriculture 
Business 
Campaign/Elections 
Community 
Crime/Law Enforcement 
Education 
Military/Veterans 
Safety 
 
Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community issues:  
Local: 
Program Day Time 
Local 5 News This Morning Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00am 
Local 5 News at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30pm   
Local 5 News at 5:00 Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30 pm 
Local 5 News at 6:00 Monday-Friday 6:00-7:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 10:00 Monday-Sunday 10:00-10:35 pm 
 
All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of news, weather, 
and sports, programming focusing on current issues and events.   
 
Agriculture – topics covered under this issue include: Wisconsin dairy exports on the rise and a corn 
harvest that was not so good. 
 
Local 5 News at Noon   10/24/14 
2:15  Through the first half of the year, Wisconsin has shipped $1.9 billion dollars’ worth of agricultural 
and related product abroad, and dairy products are at the top of the list.  If you take a look at exports, a 
year ago, dairy was second; today dairy is the number 1 exporting commodity that we have in the state of 
Wisconsin.  At almost $300 million, Wisconsin’s dairy exports have increased 30% this year.  The state 
ranks third overall in total dairy exports, second in cheese exports, and first in the exports of bovine 
genetics and whey.  Mexico buys the most cheese, Canada is the second largest buyer of our cheese, 
and China is even consuming dairy products.  Dairy exports they are ever expanding and look to set 
another record this year, as they continue to add to the success story of America’s Dairyland. 
 
Local 5 News at Noon   11/9/14 
2:10  The latest crop progress report is out and it shows Wisconsin’s corn harvest is still lagging behind 
the national pace.  This is one of those years that will definitely go down in the record book as a late start, 
a late finish, and a lot of misery in between.  Not only has crop volume been inconsistent but crop quality 
concerns have risen with the late harvest delays.  When we look at what's coming off here even today, we 
see moisture that is way below what we would expect for reasonable fermentation and as a result, it's 
definitely gonna impact silage quality.  When we look at the grain, one of the issues is we had a number 
of tips that did not fill fully and if that corn stays in the field and it remains wet, we do have the possibility 
for mold or micro-toxins developing later on.  So we are not out of the woods quite yet.  We know there 
were good fields; the problem is so many of these good fields have been overlooked because so many 
bad ones were planted well into June and July this year.  But those May plantings are really starting to 
show up better than many expected.  So there still are some windows of optimism for this crop, although 
our current weather forecast is not very encouraging for this upcoming week. 
 



 

 

Business – topics covered under this issue include: Expansions by the Green Bay Packers and in Green 
Bay’s downtown.  Manitowoc works toward redevelopment and the Port of Green Bay had another busy 
year. 
 
Local 5 News at 6:00   10/20/14 
1:50  The Green Bay Packers have bought up multiple businesses between U. S. 41 and Ridge road. 
The former K-mart store and the convenience stores on the corner of Ridge and Lombardi are the team’s 
most recent acquisitions.  The team plans to redevelop the district saying the timing is right for demolition 
of the buildings.  Once these sites have been cleared, that will create much needed game day parking, 
but the teams is also putting up buffers to protect nearby neighborhoods that make Lambeau Field 
unique.  While there have been no specific plans announced for the properties, the Packers say they'll 
have the community's best interest in mind. 
 
Local 5 News at 10:00   10/30/14 
2:04  The KI Convention Center expansion project is underway in Green Bay and city officials say the 
larger facility is already generating new business.  When local leaders broke ground last December on 
the 23 million dollar expansion they knew it would generate interest.  Now hard numbers are proving the 
investment is paying off.  Interest in the facility is strong even though it's nearly 9 months from being 
completed.  Along with the 4 conventions already booked in 2016; another is inked for 2017, and 2 more 
in 2019.  The expansion creates 80,000 square feet of usable space; enough room to accommodate 
3,000 people.  Convention goers will spend their money in the city’s ever expanding downtown district. 
Green Bay Mayor Jim Schmitt lobbied hard for the project for years, financed through a variety of 
sources; Schmitt predicted the project would generate millions in economic impact.  Based on present 
bookings, the mayor says the city is off to a very good start.  The expanded KI Center will also have 2 
attached hotels once the project is completed in July of 2015; with the Hyatt on one side and the newly 
renovated Hampton Inn on the other. 
 
Local 5 News at 6:00   11/17/14 
1:35  The old Lakeview Centre Mall in Manitowoc has been deteriorating since the late 1990's.  The 22 
acre site was purchased by a Madison man in 2007 for just over a million dollars.  City leaders say he's 
been trying for years to get funding to demolish the building. Back in September, Mayor Justin Nickels 
gave him until the end of next year to knock it down.  In an effort to expedite the process, the city is 
applying for a half million dollar state grant which would cover about a third of the cost.  It will be about 
1.4 million dollars in total demolition costs.  If the grant is awarded demolition could start as early as next 
spring.  After demolition, the city hopes to turn the site into mixed-use development, which could include 
things like retail, housing, restaurants and office space.  If the grant application is denied, Mayor Nickels 
says it is still up to the property owner to come up with another plan. 
 
Local 5 News at 6:00   11/21/14 
1:53  A stalled downtown Green Bay development is moving forward.  The nearly 19 million dollar 
Metreau apartment project will be built on a site across the street from the Bellin building,  right along the 
Fox River.  Progress on the Metreau apartments is now on its way and will be home to 107 apartments. 
The vision is luxury apartments, something the Green Bay area does not have at this point. In May, the 
project stalled because there were fiber lines that were found underneath the site.  Digger’s hotline picked 
it up but the problem took a few months to fix, by then, the contractors schedule became too full to take 
on the project, so the whole project had to be re-bid.  The Metreau apartments aren't the only 
development taking place downtown.  In fact space is already being leased in the new City Deck Landing. 
At close to 100 feet tall, the Metreau will be one of the highest point’s downtown.  There is already a list of 
people reserving apartments at the Metreau; it is scheduled to open in spring of 2016. 
 
Local 5 News at 6:00   12/12/14 
1:48 It's been another busy shipping season for the Port of Green Bay.  For the second year in a row, the 
port surpassed the two-million-ton mark, and that comes despite a few setbacks.  The Brown County Port 
and Resource Recovery Department says, as of today, two-million-99-thousand tons of goods have 
shipped through the port.   That’s despite a late start and a slight drop in shipping last month.  Coal and 
cement shipments were down.  But that was offset by increased shipments of petroleum products, sand, 



 

 

limestone and other building materials.  For many customers, the Port of Green Bay, shipping is the only 
economically viable option to bring goods in especially some that are custom made. With milder 
conditions, port officials say it's possible this season could last a few weeks longer than usual. 
 
Campaign/Elections – topics covered under this issue include: Absentee voting, a statewide 
transportation referendum and a possible presidential run for Governor Walker. 
 
Local 5 News This Morning  10/20/14 
1:32  We're just 2 weeks away from election day and starting today at clerk's offices across the state you 
can cast your vote.  It's officially called in-person absentee voting.  There are some changes to early 
voting you need to know about.  The time allowed for early voting has been shortened to just the 2 weeks 
before the election.  And it's no longer taking place on weekends either so you'll have to get to your local 
clerk's office during their normal weekday hours.  If you apply for an absentee ballot in your municipal 
clerk's office you have to fill it out immediately, seal it in the proper envelope, and return it to a member of 
the clerk's staff.  No ballots can be taken from the clerk's office.  And thanks to the Supreme Court stay on 
the voter ID law, you don't have to show an ID for early voting, but if you register, you'll have to show 
proof of residency like a utility bill.  The hours at clerk's offices vary from community to community.  We 
have a link at we-are-green-bay dot com for all the information you need; from the hours of those clerk's 
offices, to finding out if you're already registered to vote. 
 
Local 5 News at 6:00   11/3/14 
1:35  Should Wisconsin transportation money be off limits for other uses?  It's a question that will be 
posed to voters across the state who head to the polls tomorrow.   Each year, the state collects nearly 2 
billion dollars through registration fees and gas taxes.  That money could only be used to improve 
Wisconsin’s transportation system under a proposed constitutional amendment on Tuesday’s ballot. 
Supporters say the amendment is needed to ensure that money isn't spent on schools, healthcare, or 
other state programs.  No group has registered against the proposed amendment but some lawmakers 
call the need for constitutional change unnecessary.  It would permit the transfer of tax dollars given to 
this fund to be used for any other state purpose even in the case of emergencies.  Both Governor Scott 
Walker and his opponent Mary Burke have come out in favor of the referendum. 
 
Local 5 News at 6:00   11/7/14 
2:01  It's only been a few days since the midterm elections and already political analysts are talking about 
2016.  And many are naming Governor Walker as a possible 2016 contender.  While he's dodged 
questions about it in the past, this time he was singing a different tune, “someday I don't know when, it 
would be 6 years, it could be 12 years from now.  Maybe, I’m pretty young, I’m 47, but right now my focus 
right now is enacting the things we talked about on the campaign".  He's traveled across the country to 
speak and even written a book.  But how he handles the next 12 months will play a key role in whether 
he's ready for higher political aspirations.  Having 2 candidates from Wisconsin, Paul Ryan and Governor 
Walker, both make a run for the white house in 2016 could split votes in the home state.  That’s not the 
only hurdle Governor Walker would have to overcome.  He has limited executive experience.  He only 
has experience in Milwaukee County and in Wisconsin.  He has no international or private sector 
experience.  He would also be the first president since Harry Truman to not have a college degree.   
 
Community – topics covered under this issue include: A daytime homeless shelter opens in Green Bay. 
An exercise in understanding minorities. And Christmas cheer and meals in Green Bay and Two Rivers.  
 
Local 5 News at 6:00   10/27/14 
1:45  There are different shelters around Green Bay that give homeless residents a place to stay 
overnight, but there haven't been any places where they can stay during the day, that is until now. 
The Micah Center is set to open Wednesday, it will let homeless residents spend part of their day hanging 
out, using a computer lab to find work or get help with health or substance abuse issues.  But the center 
is not sitting well with some neighbors who've worked to rebuild their neighborhoods.  The Micah Center 
staff understands neighboring homes have concerns and questions about their guests and how the center 
operates, so they welcome anybody in the neighborhood to stop by to get some answers. Unlike the St. 



 

 

John's Shelter, which is open winter until spring, the Micah Center will operate year round, Sunday 
through Friday. 
 
Local 5 News at 10:00   11/20/14 
2:17  Imagine living your life in a country where you may be considered an outsider.  Census figures 
show over 300,000 Latinos live in Wisconsin.  For some, life in this country offers a numbers of 
challenges.  At the YWCA in downtown Green Bay, a simulation is underway.  It is an exercise called 
‘Walk in our Shoes, Understanding the Latino Experience’.  It is to help show the barriers Latinos face 
and need to overcome each day.  Like not having full documentation, so no social security numbers 
means no driver’s license; so creates difficulty of getting around town.  Latinos in Wisconsin are simply 
seeking a better life.  They love being here and appreciate the community, they want to contribute. 
The exercise was held in conjunction with Hunger and Homeless Awareness Week events in Brown 
County. 
 
Local 5 News at 6:00   12/22/14 
1:55  Green Bay police officers wrapped dozens of presents to deliver to local families.  They say that it 
helps them come full circle.  They see a lot of things that are tragic, and it’s nice to do something for a 
real nice reason, to be able to make somebody's day or season brighter.  Five families will benefit from 
the donations.  Green Bay police had this Christmas mission planned long before the national spotlight 
fell on law enforcement.  But they say outreach like this is key to create calm in communities.  One officer 
said,” I’m a big believer that the police are part of the community and the community is part of the police, 
we do a better job if we work together and are responsive to the community.”  It’s nice being able to share 
joy and share happiness with people who otherwise maybe wouldn't have had such a happy Christmas. 
 
Local 5 News at 5:00   12/25/14 
1:20  A Christmas meal surrounded by loved ones isn't always an option for some, but 3 different 
churches in Two Rivers came together to make sure everyone had a place to go.  For the past 5 years, 
volunteers from St. Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, Calvary Lutheran, and Grace Congregational 
have offered a big Christmas dinner free to anyone in the community.  Dozens of volunteers helped cook 
and serve the food.  Others deliver meals to people who can't leave their homes.  It's a time of 
togetherness and organizers say they served more than 200 meals. 
 
Crime/Law Enforcement – topics covered under this issue include: Educating parents on internet crimes 
against children; an alert to a theft scam taking place in surrounding communities; safety tips for victims of 
stalking and police patrols will be out in force on New Year’s eve. 
 
Local 5 News at 10:00   10/16/14 
2:14  Law enforcement hope that when stories about internet crimes against children come out it starts a 
conversation between parents and children about being safe online and on their phones.  A conversation 
and education is what some Green Bay parents got tonight.  As a Green Pay police officer told them hard 
truths about the internet.  Ninety percent of kids between the ages of 8 and 16 have been exposed to 
pornography.  One in 7 kids is solicited for sex while online.  You can't expect or assume that isn't going 
to happen here in Green Bay, that kind of activity happens in the world, across northeast Wisconsin and 
no individual location is safe from it.  To fight it, there are apps for monitoring smartphones and software 
to capture text messages.  Information parents found useful.  
 
Local 5 News at 6:00   11/17/14 
2:17  A man posing as a utility worker is trying to get into local homes.  Now some victims are missing 
money and jewelry.  Cases are popping up across our viewing area, Green Bay, Menasha, Oshkosh all 
have reports of a similar suspect trying to gain access to people's homes.  Now police have a possible 
break. There is a picture of a truck that may be connected to this scam.  Essentially, a man shows up at a 
residence claiming to be part of a utility work.  Whether its cutting trees, working with power lines, needs 
to go inside check the power box, something like that.  While police can't be 100% sure it's the same man 
in every case, homeowners describe a similar suspect.  Several people have fallen for the trap.  He has 
either stolen items from the residence while inside or in the case in Menasha, he actually asked for 
money upfront for the services.  Now police are asking for the public’s help, like getting a license plate 



 

 

number, this information would be invaluable.  It’s also critical to spread the word especially to elderly 
neighbors and family members who may be a more trusting target. Officer’s biggest concern is that this 
will escalate into something that is a little bit more serious.  You can find some additional safety tips on 
our website; we are green bay dot com.  
 
Local 5 News at 10:00   11/26/14 
3:40  Stalking is a crime in all 50 states and a felony crime here in Wisconsin.  Legally, stalking is 
considered a course of conduct directed at a specific person that would cause a reasonable person to 
feel fear.   Victims have much more anxiety and fear than the normal everyday person does because they 
never know when their stalker or perpetrator in this situation is going to show up or what they are going to 
do next.  And technology is making it easier for stalkers to track their victims.  Stalkers tend to send 
threats by text message or threats by social media, they'll post videos or pictures of the person they are 
stalking, they'll blast that out to family or friends to try to embarrass or intimidate the victim.  Seventy five 
percent of women who were murdered by their partners experienced stalking prior to their death.  So 
what should someone do if they are being stalked?  Get help from a local advocacy program, like Golden 
House in Green Bay, which can help navigate the legal system and come up with a plan to keep the 
victim safe. One of the biggest things that you can do is vary your routine and let your family and friends 
know what's going on and if you fear you're in danger, call the police.  Law enforcement will start a record 
on it and do an investigation. 
 
Local 5 News at 10:00   12/30/14 
1:29  Wisconsin is on pace for the fewest road deaths since 1943.  According to authorities, anyone 
intending to celebrate with alcohol should already have a plan in place on how to get home safely. 
Drunk driving continues to be their biggest concern on New Year’s Eve.  That’s why the Brown County 
OWI Task Force will be out on the streets along with extra patrols.  Green Bay metro transit is offering 
free bus rides tomorrow night.  We have a link to local cab companies on our website we are green bay 
dot com. 
 
Education – topics covered under this issue include: A new manufacturing lab opens in a high school 
and a program to help low income students get into college.  
 
Local 5 News at 6:00   10/15/14 

1:40  A Marquette University Law School poll has 50% of likely voters stating that Wisconsin is 
lagging behind other states in job creation.  But a new manufacturing lab at Green Bay's West 
High School is giving students the tools they need to change that.  The formal dedication of the 
Bay Link Manufacturing Laboratory opened a new chapter for Green Bay schools and students 
looking at life well after high school.  Bay Link Manufacturing is run like a business because it is 
a business.   Products are made for local customers in need of metal work, industrial welding 
and machine fabrication.   Bay Link also touches on the management end of manufacturing. 
Local client companies say Bay Link and its students are doing world class work.  This real life 
work place manufacturing facility helps students forge a course for their futures that's never 
been possible before. 
 
Local 5 News at 4:00   12/18/14 
3:03 Some students don't get the opportunity to go to college or even the chance to explore the option.  
Money may be an issue or it could be lack of knowledge about how to apply.  The Upward Bound 
Program at UW-Green Bay helps high school students from low income or first generation families 
prepare for college.  It gives kids who may otherwise not have gone on to college the edge to get there 
and part of the program has them giving back to the community.  The program offers high school students 
academic tutoring, social/personal and career counseling, plus financial assistance for the ACT test and 
college application fees.   Many students say if not for upward bound they wouldn't be on the path to 
college.  To be eligible for upward bound, students have to be low income or first generation, a freshman 
or sophomore enrolled at Green Bay East, West or Preble high school.  Students participate in the 
program from the time of acceptance through high school graduation. It is a federally funded program with 
no cost to students or their families. 



 

 

 
Military/Veterans – topics covered under this issue include: Wisconsin offers a new licenses plate that 
has a portion of the fee going to state Veteran funds. The Wisconsin Dept. of Veterans Affairs is looking 
to improve its programs. And a musical program to help veterans cope with disabilities. 
 
Local 5 News at 5:00   10/7/14 
1:41  Wisconsin is now the 13th state to have a license plate with the phrase ‘In God We Trust’.   The 
new design was unveiled today during a ceremony at the V.F.W. post in Appleton.  The funds raised will 
go the veteran’s homes in Wisconsin.  David Hinds raised more than 10,000 dollars to pay for the fees 
and cost of creating the ‘In God We Trust’ plate.  For 3 years Hinds talked with lawmakers to get this 
project completed.  Once Governor Walker signed off on it, he had 90 days to raise the money to pay for 
the working plate.  The new license plates will be available for sale in January. 

 
Local 5 News at 6:00   11/10/14 
1:53  The Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs is asking vets and their families to complete an 
online survey about state programs and resources.  They're hoping to use that feedback to make 
improvements.  Wisconsin's unemployment rate for veterans is 7.6%, that's higher than the state's overall 
unemployment numbers.  But the state is working on ways to improve programs for veterans especially 
when it comes to employment.  Great efforts have been made by the state and local companies to 
employ veterans, and a lot of job fairs have been held. We have a link to the survey on our website site at 
we are green bay dot com. 
 
Local 5 News at 6:00   11/11/14 
2:40  A unique program right here in Green Bay is celebrating its 1 year anniversary this month.  It's 
called ‘Guitars for Vets’ and its aimed at healing veterans through the power of music.  For Sergeant Joe 
Vanidestine, music has been a second chance at a normal life.  "As veterans, we're just people like 
everybody else, but when you open up the window shades, for many of us, there's a dark hole there 
somewhere and you try to fill that with something."  That hole has been open for 44 years, created while 
serving time in Vietnam.  It's been a struggle trying to fill it, but last year, that hole began to close, when 
he found Green Bay's Guitars for Vets program.  The program offers veterans a dozen free classes, and 
a free guitar.  Working through physical and mental disabilities all the while, learning something about the 
true power of music.  Many say the program is a powerful form of healing.  Vanidestine is 1 of 4 veterans 
who have graduated so far, with 20 more on a waiting list to get in.  He says veterans who are timid 
should push fears aside, and give music a chance.  The program costs about 200 dollars per veteran.  
If you'd like to find out more or to donate, we have more information on our website we are green bay dot 
com.  

 
Safety – topics covered under this issue include: A local High School participates in ALICE to learn how 
to keep students safe and Oshkosh fire department trains for ice rescues. 
 
Local 5 News at 10:00   10/23/14 
2:38  Local high school teachers are learning new techniques to keep students safe. The methods aren't 
meant to be a secret.  In fact, trainers say everyone should know these skills because shootings don't 
only happen inside schools.  The staff at Appleton East High School is putting brand new ALICE training 
to the test.  They're 1 of more than 100 Wisconsin school districts using the program.  The old way of 
thinking trained teachers to lock the door, turn off the lights and move the kids to a corner. ALICE gives 
them options. Drills are designed to uncover problems and this one did.  Barricades need to be taller, and 
items used to secure doors don't always hold.  ALICE is also about communication, unlike lockdowns that 
keep teachers and students as quiet as possible; now the goal is to keep information on the suspect 
coming using the PA system, cell phones, or whatever is available.  The next step of implementing ALICE 
is educating parents and students.  Its important for parents to understand young kids will not be put into 
scenarios like todays drill because it would be too frightening. 
 
Local 5 News at 10:00   12/10/14 



 

 

2:03  Atop the ice on Lake Winnebago, the Oshkosh Fire Department is ready for action. Firing up their 
amphibious vehicle to cross water and ice, ready to save those who find themselves stranded with no 
way out.  Maneuvering across the ice at over 60 miles per hour their rescue boat is designed to get crews 
across the lake in a matter of minutes.  It transitions from water to ice, and ice to water very smoothly and 
it launches very easily.  The department handles about a dozen rescues per year, with the majority 
coming at the beginning and end of the season. With rescues already taking place, they're asking those 
who venture onto the ice, to watch their step. Once you're in cold water you have a very limited amount of 
time; 15 minutes before you begin to lose your functionality and sink.  Crews say local bait shops tend to 
be a great place to check for the latest ice conditions. 
 
Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WFRV broadcast public service 
announcements related to the following issues:  
 
Assistance – WI Dept. of Justice – Heroin-Wish they were here; Heroin-The Fly Effect 
Children – U. S. Dept. of Health and Human Services – Adoption. 
Community Issues – U. S. Dept. of Energy-Energy efficiency. 
Education – United Negro College Fund-Minority Education. WI GAB-Voter Photo ID. 
Environment - U. S. Forest Service -Wildfire prevention and Discovering nature 
Health – Am Heart Association-High blood pressure. 
Military – Wounded Warriors Support Group. National Guard-Serve; Citizen Soldier; Making a Difference. 
Wisconsin Broadcasters Association Initiative-Wisconsin Honor Flight for WWII Veterans and Support and 
Sign up Members. 
Relationships – Nat. Responsible Fatherhood Council-Fatherhood. 
Safety –  Nat. Highway Traffic Safety Administration-Texting and Driving, Child passenger safety and 
Buzzed Driving. – U. S. Dept. of Justice-Safe firearm storage -  WI DOT-Ice & Snow, Take it Slow and 
Drive Sober.  WI DNR-Snowmobile training course. 
 
These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day. 
 


