
WFRV QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 
April 1, 2014 – June 30, 2014 

 
WFRV’s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant treatment of the 
following issues that were important to the community in the second quarter of 2014:  
 
Agriculture 
Community 
Crime/Law Enforcement 
Education 
Employment 
Environment 
Government (State) 
Government (Local) 
Health/Healthcare 
Safety 
Technology 
Transportation 
 
Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community issues:  
Local: 
Program Day Time 
Local 5 News This Morning Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00am 
Local 5 News at 4:00 Monday-Friday 4:00-5:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 5:00 Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30 pm 
Local 5 News at 6:00 Monday-Friday 6:00-7:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 6:00 Saturday 6:00-6:30pm 
Local 5 News at 10:00 Monday-Sunday 10:00-10:35 pm 
 
All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of news, weather, 
and sports, programming focusing on current issues and events.   
 
Local: 
Eye on the Storm April 27 10:30am & 5:30pm 
A 30 minute program which provided an in-depth look at the upcoming severe weather season in 
Northeast Wisconsin and examined important public safety issues.  Produced by the station and 
presented by Local 5’s 3 meteorologists. 
 
They Fought For Freedom June 14 12-1pm 
 July 20 12-1pm 
“They Fought for Freedom” is a celebration of the 70th anniversary of the Allied victory on the beaches at 
Normandy, beginning on D-Day -- June 6th, 1944.  Told in emotional detail by the surviving participants, 
including those who journeyed to the military memorials in Washington, D.C., on one of the many 
National Honor Flights held to thank these warriors for their service.  “They Fight for Freedom” is the story 
of the largest amphibious assault in history, designed to liberate France and open the way for Allied 
troops to conquer Nazi Germany – told by the people who were on the front line. 
 
Agriculture – topics covered under this issue include: How the cold wet spring has affect farming, local 
markets and future yields. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  4/28/14   
1:41  Today's rain is not a welcome sight for area farmers.  Many fields are already too wet to plant; 
others are still full of frost.  In a typical year, farmers would have oats, peas, alfalfa and some corn 
planted by May first.  Now thousands of dollars worth of seed remains in the bags.  While wet fields like 



this are problematic it’s actually the temperature of the soil that is causing the biggest delays.   A week or 
2 of 60 degree temperatures would really get that soil warm.  Right now the ground is roughly 25 degrees.  
Farmers need it to be 50 for good germination.  Anyone in agriculture is prepared to work long hours.  
Once the weather cooperates farmers say they won't sound the panic alarm just yet.  However if the 
weather doesn't improve by mid May it could have a significant impact on the growing season.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  5/20/14   
2:00  Farm market season is just around the corner, but some regular vendors don't have anything or nut 
much to sell just yet thanks to our cold wet spring.  Many area farmers are about 30 days behind on 
tillage, and selling produce at local farm markets is their prime source of income.  Some produce vendors 
have already canceled for the first week of Green Bay's Saturday market.  However, most markets in our 
area have waiting lists for vendors, so filling spots won't be a problem.  Appleton debuts a brand new 
Wednesday market June 4

th
, that’s the same night the Broadway market begins in downtown Green Bay.  

 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 4  6/25/14   
1:41  According to the latest report from the U. S. Department of Agriculture, heavy rains have stunted 
this year’s corn growth.  Twenty one percent of the corn crop in the badger state is reported in fair or poor 
condition.  Now with today's genetics the crop can still catch up but what we need from Ma nature is 
backing off on the rainfall and turning up the heat.  From this point forward we want to accumulate 
growing degree days and we're going to need to do some serious catch up if we hope to harvest the crop 
that's fully mature come the first frost date at the end of the growing season.  Now growers do prefer 
fields being too wet rather than too dry, but even though some of the crop has been washed out, given 
some heat, a normal frost date and about an inch of rain a week not per day, we could still have a decent 
crop. 
 
Community – topics covered under this issue include: The announced closing of one community 
institution and the re-opening of another. The upgrades coming to downtown Green Bay; a non-profit 
assets changing hands, a conference on making a difference to end violence against women and 
children.  A free summer lunch program for kids and a milestone in giving is reached at an annual event. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  5/3/14   
1:56   The upcoming season for the Green Bay Symphony Orchestra will be its last.  Officials made the 
announcement this afternoon citing financial struggles.  Attendance has slowly dwindled over the past 
decade while the cost of professional musicians has risen forcing the symphony orchestra to close its 
doors after 100 years of performances.  It's a growing trend nationwide something area orchestral music 
lovers should take notice; this might be a signal to symphonies in Manitowoc, Sheboygan, the Fox Valley, 
Oshkosh.  Officials for the Fox Valley Symphony say they've seen a drop in attendance as well though 
not to the extent of Green Bay.  Its final show is set for April 11th of next year.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  5/9/14   
1:51   In January, after renting land from Appleton for almost 20 years, the Gardens of the Fox Cities 
terminated its lease and closed the 35 acre facility.  The city will now incorporate the gardens into 
Memorial Park.  Money to maintain the gardens will come from the park and rec budget with overflow 
financed through a general fund.  They are going to rent the facility out to help offset some of those costs. 
In addition to day to day operational expenses, the city of Appleton also has to make repairs to items like 
this loose granite by the entrance.  The city will devote 2 part time staff members in the summer and 
volunteer help will be critical to minimize the impact to taxpayers.  There is no fee to walk in the gardens 
and the building will be available for party rental starting next month.  For information on volunteering 
head to we are green bay dot com. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  5/21/14   
1:59  With summer around the corner, lots of eyes will be focused on downtown Green Bay.  Not just 
because of the many events planned but also the multiple construction projects underway in the 
downtown district that's quickly becoming a destination.   It's hard to recall a time when so much 
construction was underway in downtown Green Bay; as projects like the KI Convention Center expansion; 
Schrieber's new headquarters; renovation of the Hotel Northland; and next week, the ground breaking for 



the new Metreau Apartments, all take shape.  Green Bay's Economic Development Director says work 
represents 90 millions of dollars in investment on the east side of the Fox River alone.  Where thanks to a 
long term vision from city hall, people now not only come to work but also to play and live in huge 
numbers.  This summer over 160 event days will fill the downtown with life from music on the city deck, to 
farmer's markets and fireworks and over 200 residential units will be under construction along the fox 
river.   
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  6/8/14   
2:26  A home for unwed teenage mothers in Green Bay will be closing its doors at the end of June.  The 
Marion House will be handing over its assets to Freedom House.  The board of directors says a decline in 
the need for their services combined with a loss in federal funding led to the decision.  The need for a 
group home type facility such as the Marion House has changed dramatically over the years, primarily 
because the system is inclined to place these families in relative placement and or foster placement 
where they can have a home like environment as oppose to a group home.  Freedom House will use 
Marion’s 6 room group home and 8 unit apartment building as transitional apartments.   This will allow 
Freedom House to bring in some of the 44 families who are currently on its waiting list.  The 2 
organizations stress that none of their residents are going to be homeless.  Freedom House will offer 
housing to any of the young moms who aren't able to find living arrangements elsewhere. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS THIS MORNING  6/9/14   
1:43  This morning, men in the valley will be speaking up to end violence against women and children. 
Around 800 men of all ages will be meeting at the paper valley for the 5th annual Fox Valley Voices of 
Men Breakfast.  It's an event that encourages men to make a personal commitment to take action, to 
create a culture of honor and respect of women and children; as well as to mentor the next generation to 
reject violence against them.  Besides the speakers there will be a theater group that will present a series 
of scenarios that will highlight positive ways men and boys can step up to make a difference. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  6/16/14   
1:43  Today free summer lunch programs kicked off across northeast Wisconsin.  It's a response to the 
growing number of kids getting free and reduced lunch at school.  In Green Bay, roughly 60% of students 
receive free or reduced lunch during the school year.  Any child under 18 can come to 1 of 35 sites in 
Green Bay for a free lunch, there is no special sign up and no qualifications to meet.  The program is 
funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and meets nutrition guidelines.  The program operates 
Monday through Friday.  There are more than 750 sites around the state serving free lunch for kids; head 
to we are green bay dot com and click on this story for a list of those sites.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  6/18/14   
1:58  A milestone of giving was reached today for the Basic Needs Giving Partnership.  The program 
takes money raised by the U.S. Venture Golf Open, along with matching funds from the JJ Keller 
Foundation and it gives grants to dozens of area non–profits in Green Bay, Oshkosh and the Fox Valley.  
 In the past 29 years, the Basic Needs Giving Partnership has award more than 14 million dollars in 
grants. One hundred and four organizations will receive a grant this year.  For donor, this year's milestone 
of giving is something to celebrate.  These donations help them focus on their mission, which is to serve 
clients and help make the community a better place and break the cycle of poverty. 
 
Crime/Law Enforcement – topics covered under this issue include: Green Bay police use a new tactic 
for catching a suspect and to alert the public, and launch a new program to curb noisy vehicles.   A rise in 
illegal narcotics in lakeshore communities; a conference on community and school violence and 
prevention. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 4  4/18/14   
2:15  Green Bay police are still working to track down a suspect in a fatal east side shooting. 
They believe 21 year-old Shepard shot and killed an acquaintance late Tuesday night.  Shepard has ties 
to the Kenosha area but police believe he could still be in Green Bay; that's why they're using a very 
visible tool to try and track him down.  As many as 5 of these electronic billboards can now be seen in the 
Green Bay metro area.  It's a tactic police say they don't use very often but due to the seriousness of this 



crime they're hoping displaying his face and information generates some leads as to his whereabouts.  
Police say people should consider Shepard armed and dangerous. They recently spent time in the Stuart 
street neighborhood where the shooting occurred, going door to door reassuring residents of their safety.  
Police did not provide any updates on their search for Shepard, just that they continue to talk with his 
friends and family. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  4/23/14   
1:48  A lesser known narcotic medication is raising concerns along the lakeshore. Officials are seeing an 
increase in the abuse of fentanyl primarily in patch form.  A powerful opiate used to treat chronic pain; 
fentanyl is fifty times more potent than other painkillers like morphine. Fentanyl use is most common 
among heroin addicts and prescription medication abusers.  Over the past 5 years, fentanyl overdoses 
have caused 3 deaths in Manitowoc County but officials say it's often mixed with other drugs and has 
played a part in numerous others.  To help get the drug off the streets, the sheriff's office is increasing the 
number of drug drop off events and encourages anyone with old prescriptions to turn them in. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  5/27/14   
2:18  Today, Green Bay police launched a new program called "Tame It", it stands for Ticket Avoidance 
for Motor vehicle Exhaust.  The main goal is to curb noisy vehicles in the city, which averages 350 
complaints every year.  Any modification that makes a vehicle louder than when it came from the factory 
is illegal under state statue.  Education is a critical component to the “Tame It” program. Pamphlets are 
available for free around town at places where people who have cars might patronize such as auto parts 
stores and high end audio equipment stores.  The "Tame It" pamphlet outlines what the law requires and 
the fines you could receive for breaking the rules.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS THIS MORNING  6/16/14   
1:57  Beginning today, law enforcement and school personnel will learn all about current trends in school 
violence and crime prevention at the 5th annual School Resource Officer Training Conference in 
Appleton.  Several presentations on safety in our schools and communities will take place throughout the 
3 days of the conference, including the keynote speakers from the Connecticut state police who will share 
lessons learned from the Newtown school shooting incident.  Officers will also hear from Holly Smith, who 
is a survivor of sex trafficking.  She was trafficked for commercial sex in Atlantic City at the age of 14 and 
she'll give officers her personal story, as well as talk about the reasons certain children are more 
vulnerable to others when it comes to sex trafficking. 
 
Education– topics covered under this issue include: A new form of standardized testing is being 
launched across the state.  A local technical college training site raises concerns. Some area schools 
work with students on a unique literacy program. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  4/4/14 
2:02   A new form of standardized testing is coming to schools across Wisconsin.  Next year, Smarter 
Balanced Assessment will replace the WKCE tests taken by all students, grades 3 through 8.  Wisconsin 
adopted the common core state standards for math and english language arts back in 2010.  Educators 
say it focuses curriculum more on collaboration and critical thinking.  Starting next spring, state 
standardized testing will do the same.  The WKCE was a pencil and paper test and the Smarter Balance 
test will be a test that takes place on the computer.  District leaders say Smarter Balanced Assessment is 
meant to gauge a student's ability to take content learned in the classroom and apply it in multiple ways. 
The test is also being moved from fall to spring to make sure even the youngest students are comfortable 
with the technology needed to take these tests.  The district recently spent 2 and a half million dollars on 
technology upgrades.  Net books are also available for students to check out and take home.  The 
Department of Public Instruction has sample test questions available online. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  4/21/14 
2:02  Fox Valley Technical College is delaying plans to put in a so called body farm which is a forensic 
field training site.  The news comes after neighboring property owners raise new concerns at tonight’s 
meeting.  Issues like odor and flies were again addressed, but a new concern was raised, the attraction of 
large, flesh eating birds, bird like that could collide with a plane with the farms close proximity to the 



Outagamie Regional Airport.  School officials say the FAA had no initial concerns with the idea at a 
preliminary meeting.  They re-iterated multiple times that the training site is not a done deal but cited 
benefits to police and forensic science.  School officials also backed off previous statements to Local 5 
regarding the benefits of attracting wildlife; instead saying tonight those cadavers would likely be 
individually fenced in to prevent that sort of activity.     
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  5/6/14 
1:46  Twenty six grants were awarded this week to Wisconsin schools to help them develop their financial 
literacy programs.   With only 49% of schools across Wisconsin requiring students to take a financial 
class prior to graduation, all students leaving the Oshkosh Area School District with a diploma have 
passed a financial literacy course.  The district received a little more than 7500 dollars in grant money to 
help students meet the Wisconsin academic standards model in financial literacy; and they apply pre and 
post assessment to make sure students are meeting those standards.  As today’s financial systems 
continue to evolve so does the curriculum in order to provide life skills and knowledge to students so they 
are ready to use our financial system.  Chilton, Pulaski and Sheboygan area school districts also received 
similar grants. 
 
Employment– topics covered under this issue include: Employment growth and decline at area 
businesses. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  4/8/14 
1:41  One of Calumet county's largest employers is doing record business and now it's looking to fill 
hundreds of permanent full-time jobs.  Ariens has seen increased demand for both winter and lawn and 
garden machinery.  They’ve experienced over a 50% sales growth since 2010.  A large part of this has 
been in their commercial product line, which have experiences a 90% growth rate.  So this Saturday, the 
company is holding an onsite hiring fair.   The company plans to hire 250 people for everything from 
assemblers to machinist to welders.  Some 100 seasonal employees have already been elevated to full-
time status. Such an expansion is good news for Brillion.  City officials are already hearing of motivated 
home buyers.  Job seekers are asked to go on line and fill out an application, which will make it easier 
and faster to meet with company interviewers, and in many cases it's likely applicants will be hired right 
on the spot. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  4/10/14 
1:47  Oshkosh Corporation has announced another mass layoff, the company plans to lay off 700 
production workers by the end of June, and another 60 office workers by the end of July.  The company 
said that this is a difficult decision but one they had to make as a result of tight government budgets, and 
a return to peacetime operations.  The announcement comes just 1 year after the company announced 
plans to lay off 900 workers. This cut will amount to nearly 30% of the remaining production workforce. 
Officials say they plan to reach out to workforce development groups in the area to smooth the transition 
for impacted workers, the company also announced plans to host a job fair with local companies.  It did 
the same thing last year and we're told there were more available positions at that fair then there were 
workers to fill them.  As for the union, they'll be meeting here in the next couple of days to review their 
options before the specific layoffs are released.  
 
Environment– topics covered under this issue include: The weather’s affect on utilities and one cities 
budget.  Local facility increases acceptable recyclables.  Manure spill affects local creek and lake while 
old landfill closes area high school practice field.  Invasive species shows up in another local county. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  4/21/14   
1:51  After one of the harshest winters in recent history  the Green Bay Water Utility is still catching up on 
calls about water main breaks and frozen service lines.  More than 16 hundred customers were asked to 
run their water continuously and nearly 90 homes got their hook ups from a neighbor.  The tab for all the 
extra water comes back to the city.  The water utility manager says they budgeted about 250 thousand 
dollars for winter repair work, the total so far is nearly 600thousand dollars.  That money will be made up 
through other cuts in the budget, but for now they're concentrating on getting everyone back online. 



Water officials say there are still a couple of homes in the city sharing water but they expect all pipes and 
lines to be fixed by the end of the week. They're also in the process of notifying residents that all of the 
run water notices are ending.  The water utility also recently purchased extra hoses and welding 
equipment to be ready in case future winters are just as cold. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  4/22/14   
1:59  The Outagamie County landfill recycles over 82,000 tons of material each year and that number is 
about to go up.  By the end of this year, some currently non-recyclable items will be accepted adding 
additional revenue for the facility and easing the burden on local landfills.  This summer the facility will be 
adding a new bailer allowing it to accept type 4 and type 5 recyclables.  That includes ice cream pales, 
yogurt cups and juice cartons.  The facility serves all of Brown, Outagamie and Winnebago Counties, 
over 200,000 people in all, that’s over 10% of the state's population between the 3 counties.  The waste is 
not going in the landfill; it's being re-introduced as new products into the marketplace. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  5/29/14   
1:58  A manure spill contaminated a creek in Fond du Lac county's Town of Calumet causing a 
substantial fish kill.  The spill happened on the Lake Breeze Dairy where thousands of gallons of manure 
seeped into Pipe Creek. Employees were spreading manure on a field Monday when a hose carrying the 
animal waste developed a leak.  It went unnoticed for a couple of hours before the cleanup process was 
started.  The dairy's general manager believes in all some 50,000 gallons of manure spilled, First seeping 
first into a nearby retention pond, then Pipe Creek and finally Lake Winnebago.  The dairy reported the 
spill to the DNR who arrived at the creek on Tuesday and saw the damage the spill caused.  Most of the 
fish directly downstream were all dead, they counted 45 dead fish.  Thursday the DNR was back on site 
checking water conditions.  While the DNR say there is no risk to private wells nearby; Fond du Lac 
County Park and Health officials have their own concerns.  Pretty much everything went straight through 
undiluted out into Lake Winnebago and they've posted warning signs at this public harbor stating the 
water is not safe.  If you're out here walking dogs, you don't want them drinking out of the creek they'll get 
really sick.  As for Lake Breeze Dairy, they accept full responsibility.  They will do all they can to make it 
right and get the creek back to where it should be. The dairy is expected to face fines for the spill.  Fond 
du Lac county health officials meanwhile expect a nasty algae bloom to develop in the harbor soon where 
Pipe Creek empties into Lake Winnebago. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  5/30/14   
1:55  For now, practice and games for all Ashwaubenon high baseball games have been moved to 
Ashwaubomay park.  The baseball field and the practice football field are closed for PCB testing. 
Ashwaubenon first discovered PCB contamination during construction of the new Jaguar football facility.  
Many residents may recall that that used to be a former landfill site. The cancer causing chemical was 
used to make paper more than 50 years ago; it's the compound being removed right now from the Fox 
River.  Before construction can begin on a new community center, pool and auditorium, Ashwaubenon 
officials want to make sure the ground is clean.  They do not believe the contamination is widespread. 
The testing comes with a price tag of 14,000 dollars, a small price for safety according to the district.  
Results on the soil tests are expected back in the next 2 weeks. Summer league baseball games that are 
normally played at the school facilities have been relocated.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  6/11/14   
1:43  The emerald ash borer has  been found in Door County which now poses a threat to a significant 
portion of the counties forests; and that means some changes are in store for tourists and residents in 
effort to keep it under control.  The ash borer which is native to China has now made its way into 22 
Wisconsin counties.   The discovery in Door County has now led to more restrictions on where campers 
can buy firewood.   Previously wood bought from within 20 miles of state park campgrounds was 
acceptable, that’s now been reduce to 10 miles away.   Property owners with 1 or 2 ash trees on their 
land can treat those trees to limit damage from the beetles; owners of larger groves have few options.  
Agriculture and forestry officials will be holding workshops to help property owners find ways to control 
ash borers.  For more information on the emerald ash borer, you can head to our website we are green 
bay dot com, there you'll find tips on what you should do if you find the pest on your property.  



Government (State) – topics covered under this issue include: New law to fight domestic violence takes 
effect and a judge strikes down a voter ID law. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  4/16/14   
1:48  New legislation aimed at aiding in the fight against domestic violence was signed into law today by 
Governor Walker.  The bills are all designed to strengthen existing domestic violence laws.  But one in 
particular is designed to make sure firearms are taken away from abusers.  It's called the Safe Act. 
 The bill requires courts to verify that violent offenders surrender their firearms in accordance with a long 
standing law in Wisconsin and if not to issue an arrest warrant.  According to the group End Domestic 
Abuse Wisconsin, a 2008 study found the vast majority of counties did not actively enforce the surrender 
requirement.  In 2012, domestic violence claimed 52 lives in Wisconsin.  Also made law today, bills that 
now define stalking as domestic abuse; and another that requires police to tell victims of all their options 
under the law. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  4/29/14   
1:57  A law requiring voters to show a valid photo ID before voting has been deemed unconstitutional by 
a Milwaukee federal judge.  U. S. District Judge Lynn Adelman struck down the voter ID law Tuesday 
afternoon saying the law violates the U. S. constitution's guarantee of equal protection rights.  Attorney 
General JB Van Hollen says "I am disappointed with the order and continue to believe Wisconsin’s law is 
constitutional, we will appeal."  The Republican backed law was passed in 2011 as a means of cracking 
down on voter fraud.  Governor Walker is defending the law.  He released this statement to local 5 news, 
"We believe the voter ID law is constitutional and will ultimately be upheld.  We're reviewing the decision 
for any potential action."  Opponents of the law said it discriminates against elderly voters who may not 
have a driver's license as well as minorities.  For the voter ID law to be reinstated, it will now have to pass 
both federal and state challenges. 
 
Government (Local) – topics covered under this issue include: A communities new library location 
recommendation moves forward.  A local village warns of fines via facebook and bans e-cigarettes on the 
same order as cigarettes. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  4/15/14   
2:17  The Appleton library board voted unanimously to move forward with the recommended bluff site 
overlooking the fox river, as the proposed site for the new library, in spite of overwhelming opposition 
from members of the public.  Dozens of people raised concerns regarding parking, public transportation, 
and the fact that the proposed site is inhabited by a church and banquet hall.  The city could potentially 
have to exercise eminent domain to acquire the properties, something that didn't sit well with some. 
Library officials say the site was a clear favorite, backed by a value index evaluation performed by an 
outside source.  Officials say if need be, they'll work with the church and banquet hall to find new 
locations.  The recommendation now moves on to the common council. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  4/22/14   
1:33  Unpaid fines are costing the Village of Ashwaubenon about 180 thousand dollars. So they have 
issued a warning on the public safety facebook page.  “If you don’t want your photo posted you might 
want to think about paying up that fine” is the message.  There are people who owe money to the village 
and could face jail time when they are caught. Right now they are just listing names, but photos will be 
next.  Some fines are less than $10, others are more than $2,500.  Officials say the unpaid warrants are a 
burden on tax payers and the municipal court system.  There are dozens of offenses ranging from driving 
without insurance to retail theft.  Several people also owe money for being an escort without a license.  
There is a way to avoid going to jail, simply pay the fine.  To check if your name is on the list head to our 
website we are green bay dot com, I've posted a link to the database of names.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  6/25/14   
1:54   Ashwaubenon village leaders have passed a new law aimed at eliminating the use of e-cigarettes 
in public.  It's the first time a local municipality banned the electronic devices.  E-cigarette users will soon 
have to follow the same rules as those who use traditional tobacco products.  That means they’re being 



banned from school grounds, village buildings, private businesses and some parks.  Leaders say the ban 
will likely take effect next month; violators could be issued municipal citations. 
 
Health/Health Care – topics covered under this issue include: Organ and tissue donor awareness; some 
recipients will be losing the state’s health insurance coverage; and a free dental clinic helps those in 
need. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 4  4/16/14   
1:37  April is donate life month and there's a push to encourage people to sign up on the state's organ 
and tissue donor registry.  There are 2.6 million registered organ and tissue donors in Wisconsin.  In 
2013, 198 organ and tissue donors died in the state and that made 685 transplants possible.  Right now 
more than 2,300 people are on the state's waiting list for an organ or tissue donation.  One person can 
save up to 8 lives by being an organ donor and it can improve up to 50 people lives by being a tissue and 
eye donor.  Age, race or health does not matter when signing up, the need is the same for everybody and 
people are matched on their blood type.  If you would like to become a donor we have a link for more 
information on our website, we are green bay dot com. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  5/22/14   
1:18  Come May 30

th
, more than 62,000 Wisconsin residents who currently receive Badgercare coverage 

will have to sign up for insurance through the Affordable Care Act exchange because their current plans 
will expire.  Governor Scott Walker states. "In the end, I was going to do everything in my power to make 
sure people don't slip through the cracks, that's why we delayed the transition”.  Democrats are slamming 
the Governor for policy prices being too high and worry these people won't be able to sign up and could 
be without insurance.  But the Governor says if there is a gap in coverage it's not because the state did 
anything wrong.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  6/27/14   
2:03   A traveling program is offering local people in need free dental care.  The Wisconsin Dental 
Association's free clinic is in town.  Some people waited outside the KI Convention Center in Green Bay 
overnight for much needed care they otherwise can't afford.  That's the goal of "Mission for Mercy", to 
help hundreds of children and adults in need who would otherwise go without.  From routine dental work, 
to extractions and partial dentures; the clinic has been traveling the state since 2009.  The entire effort is 
done by volunteers and paid for with donations.  The clinic plans to see another thousand people 
tomorrow.  Doors are open from 5:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., patients are treated on a first come first serve basis. 
 
Safety – topics covered under this issue include: Severe weather public awareness is presented and 
local devices tested.  A simulated terror attack drill; and a local school uses their new evacuation plan to 
counter an active shooter situation.  Law enforcement does boating safety inspections and surveys the 
water ways for drunken boating. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 4  4/8/14   
2:04  Spring is here and soon we will be in severe weather season.  Storm Team 5 Meteorologist Dave 
Miller has some reminders so you're ready when storms return to northeast Wisconsin.  Now is a good 
time to go over and understand some of the terminology regarding severe thunderstorms and tornadoes. 
What is a severe thunderstorm?  Well in this area, a thunderstorm is considered severe when any 
combination of events occurs; either winds in excess of 58 miles per hour hail larger than 3 quarters of an 
inch, or a tornado.  When this happens or the potential exists for such an event you'll hear the term watch 
and warning.  Keep in mind a watch whether it be a tornado watch, severe thunderstorm watch, or even a 
flash flood watch means that there is the potential for that particular severe weather event to take place 
within the time period indicated.  The storms may not have even developed yet but all the ingredients to 
make that particular severe weather event are present and the potential is likely to happen.  This is the 
time to prepare and get ready for severe weather to take place.  A warning means the severe weather 
event is about to take place or is already happening.  Warnings can be very localized and issued for a 
portion of a county or there could be warnings in effect for different counties at the same time. You need 
to stop what you are doing and take cover immediately.  This is the time of the year when you want to 
review your severe weather preparedness plan at home, work and school.  Severe weather awareness 



week in Wisconsin will be the week of April 21
st
 through the 25th with the mock tornado drill on the 24th 

from 1-2pm. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  4/8/14   
1:57  Severe summer weather is on its way and spotting it before it strikes can be key for Counties 
Emergency Management.  Tonight a group of volunteers learned the art of weather spotting, they were 
taught s how to identify types of cloud formations and even how to predict tornados.  Officials say Doppler 
radar can only provide so much information that's why spotters are necessary, reporting hail size, wind 
strength, and whether or not tornados are forming.  Last year, Winnebago County had 137 severe 
weather reports and weather spotters contributed to every single one.  It is important to have the proper 
training, there are a lot of clouds out there that will look like a tornado cloud but they’re not.  Also storm 
chasing is not encouraged because it can be very dangerous or even deadly.  There are an estimated 
500 plus trained weather spotters in northeast Wisconsin. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  4/24/14   
2:30  You probably heard the tornado sirens going off this afternoon at 1:45, it was the annual statewide 
tornado drill.  The National Weather Service conducted the drill as a part of severe weather week, as a 
chance for people to practice their severe weather plans.  During today's drill, Local 5's Evan Kruegel was 
granted exclusive access to the Outagamie County command center and things didn't go entirely as 
planned.  Emergency alert sirens sounded across the state at 1:45, but in the Village of Kimberly, the 
siren remained silent.  The command center computer system said the Kimberly siren was operational, 
but spotters found out otherwise.  A second test came at 6:45, after crews had repaired the Kimberly 
siren, this time it worked just fine.  Also the sirens went off in Outagamie County 7 minutes later than they 
should have.  Emergency Management Director Julie Loeffelholz made the decision to manually deploy 
the sirens, after the word 'test' caused problems with computer software.  That's the benefit of doing this 
exercise and training we're getting a chance to get the bugs worked out before we actually see severe 
weather. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  4/25/14   
3:50  Northeast Wisconsin got its share of tornadoes last August when 6 were produced from the same 
storm system.  Giving the public the most amount of warning is our number 1 goal when severe weather 
is about to strike, but that goal was difficult to accomplish with this batch of storms.  The night of August 
6th there were storms, some severe across parts of Minnesota  and western Wisconsin and they were 
moving to the east at a pretty typical clip, maybe 30-40 mph, however as they moved into central 
Wisconsin they started to accelerate and reorganize into a solid line.  We were clocking the forward 
speed of the thunderstorms and eventual tornadoes at 70 mph, which is much higher than average.  The 
river of fast moving air super charged the thunderstorms and energized what looked to be a line of typical 
strong storms, into a violent and tornadic producing line at the worst possible time, late in the evening at 
10:45pm.  To try and get the warnings out at 70 mph is very difficult, very challenging because of the fast 
movement and trying to stay ahead of the storms.  Larger tornadoes typically have more lead time 
because they're easier to forecast, the smaller fast moving tornadoes are more difficult to warn about and 
lead times for these can be less than 10 minutes.  That night could have been much worse, but still 
serves as a reminder of how quick severe weather can strike. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 5  5/15/14   
2:22  Every day dangerous chemicals come through our community on trains, trucks, and ships. 
Businesses along ports in the United States like St. Mary’s Cement are required to conduct homeland 
security drills, but the manager here wanted to take it a step further. “We simulated a terror attack on a 
rail car containing a very flammable and toxic chemical.  I think the most important thing that we're going 
to learn from this is how we will interact with our emergency responders”.  Fire fighters walked 
neighborhoods to determine how much time would be needed for a door to door evacuation.  While 
Green Bay has never had a large scale evacuation, it has happened in our area. The best comparison to 
this would be Weyauwega in 1996, the LP incident that required an entire village to be evacuated for 2 
weeks. The drill uncovered problems; evacuating large companies is challenging. Responders didn't 
know how many people were there or where they were at. Green Bay is very safe city, as far as the great 
lakes area, there has never been a credible threat to maritime shipping; however the government feels 



that we still need to be prepared. Officials tell me on the positive side, communication worked exactly as 
planned.  Roughly 50 people were involved in today’s training; in addition to the Green Bay Fire 
Department, the Green Bay Police and the FBI partipcated.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  5/17/14   
1:52  As the weather gets nicer more boaters will hit the water and the Coast Guard wants to remind them 
to stay safe.  A national safe boating week kickoff event was held at the Coast Guard station in Green 
Bay today which included a free safety check on equipment.   According to Coast Guard statistics, 560 
boaters died on the nation's waterways last year, some 400 who drowned were not wearing life jackets.  
The Coast Guard says it’s important to have safety items on your boat when you use the state and 
federal water ways.  They check to make sure you are registered right, they check your batteries, fire 
extinguisher, and if you go out on the bay, you will need flares in case you get in trouble and they check 
those also.   The safety check is free and you can call the Coast Guard all year long to set up an 
appointment.  The Coast Guard is also warning boaters about the dangers of alcohol, if you're too drunk 
to drive a car then you are too drunk to drive a boat and you can get a ticket. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  6/23/14   
2:09  Today at East High School, was the first time Green Bay school district used their new evacuation 
plan “ALICE” to counter an active shooter situation.  The program gives school staff the ability to take 
action if faced with a dangerous situation.  “ALICE” stands for alert, lockdown, inform, counter, and 
evacuate.  The main purpose of “ALICE” is to give the true first responder, students and staff on site 
options.  While schools typically go into lockdown if an intruder is suspected in the building, recent school 
shootings show it might be better to flee the scene.  Learning how to react is a vital part of the program. In 
this case, a lack of information about the threat kept staff and students from evacuating on their own, 
instead they were told by the district to erect barricades and hunker down.  Tables, chairs, filing cabinets, 
are pushed up against the door to make it more secure until the police can get there.   And classroom by 
classroom, police arrived, escorting students in groups away to safety.  Two people are in custody and a 
search of the school revealed a pellet gun believed to be the weapon used in this incident.  Two hundred 
kids were at East High School for summer school, classes will go on as scheduled tomorrow. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  6/27/14   
1:52  If you're boating this weekend, watch your alcohol consumption because the law will be watching 
you.  "Operation: Dry Water" is just starting its first of 3 days of patrols to crackdown on boating under the 
influence.  It is a multi-jurisdictional effort to promote safe boating.   Authorities will be making sure that 
fun times are not overshadowed by excessive drinking by bringing the U. S. Coast Guard, Wisconsin’s 
Department of Natural Resources and the local marine patrol together to show that buzzed or drunk 
boating won't be tolerated.  Last year there were 87 boating accidents on Wisconsin waters, 13 of those 
resulted in deaths and in nearly all of those alcohol was a factor. 
 
Technology – topics covered under this issue include: A online security risk and how to secure your 
browser; and a new state of the art hydroelectric power plant opens. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  4/10/14   
1:45  A security bug known as the "heart bleed bug" has online consumers on high alert.  It allows 
hackers to steal online users’ private information and it will take anything that is stored on the memory of 
a server.  Unlike a virus that attacks your computer, this bug goes after website servers, and instead of 
taking large portions of information, it allows hackers to access your information while you're typing it. 
More than half a million websites use the affected technology and there's no way of knowing if you've 
been affected.  All you can do is ask whatever website you're using whether or not they've patched the 
hole, and if they haven’t, change your passwords frequently.  But there are some things you can do to 
ensure you're using a secure site.  On your internet browser, look at the address bar on the top, you'll see 
the address will usually start with HTTP, now a secure website will start with HTTPS and that's actually 
what you want.  Sites like Google, Yahoo, and Amazon have blocked the bug. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  5/13/14   



1:40  The future of hydroelectric power in our region took a big step forward today with the opening of the 
Badger Hydro plant in Kaukauna; a state of the art 38 million dollar facility that will impact over 10,000 
homes.  The new plant replaces 2 aging ones including one that was built in 1908.  Construction took 
nearly 2 years and features upgrades to the canal, along with a new power house.  Officials say it will 
essentially pay for itself, by providing 25% more electricity than the previous 2 combined.   Kaukauna 
Utilities officials say customers should feel the benefit in their wallets with lower costs because of 
increased efficiency, and they hope it lasts for generations to come.  The plant actually began operating 
in January. 
 
Transportation – topics covered under this issue include: Roundabout education; a new interchange 
opens; and a popular car ferry upgrades in order to continue to run. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 10  5/1/14   
4:21   "Take it slow, take it slow, take it slow", that’s the message the Department of Transportation is 
spending thousands of dollars on this upcoming year to try to teach drivers how to use a roundabout. 
While some drivers have a hard time with roundabouts, the DOT says they make problem intersections 
safer by eliminating head on and t-bone collisions and slowing traffic down.   However, lately that has 
become a problem; according to the DOT some people are too comfortable and driving too quickly 
through them then they prefer.  The department spent 80,000 dollars last year to produce this 30 second 
commercial and another instructional video.  The commercial ran in northeast Wisconsin in 2013 and now 
the agency is spending 160,000 dollars to air it statewide.  The ad is simple and straight forward, pick 
your lane, yield to the left; don't try to pass, and most importantly take it slow.  The DOT says they've 
gotten calls from other state transportation departments like Minnesota and Rhode Island asking about 
using the commercials themselves. 
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  5/16/14   
1:55  The S.S. Badger pulled into Manitowoc today for the first time in 2014.  The popular car ferry was 
facing closure if major changes weren't made.  It’s the only coal fired commercial vessel in North America. 
In order to keep burning coal and comply with federal mandates, major changes were needed in the 
engine room.  In the off season, the Badger's owners spent over 1 million dollars to install combustion 
controls.  It is the first step in stopping ash discharge into the lake.  Roughly 200 passengers and almost 
30 vehicles made the 60 mile trip across the lake between Ludington, Michigan and Manitowoc.  It took 
an hour longer than normal while engineers made adjustments.  This new system is a step to ensure the 
S.S. Badger will continue linking two sides of the lake for generations to come.  By 2015, the S.S. Badger 
must be able to store all ash on board; the retention system is expected to cost roughly 800,000 dollars.  
 
LOCAL 5 NEWS AT 6  6/26/14   
1:59   The highway 41 highway 29 interchange in Howard is finally open; the project was 5 years in the 
making.  The new flyover ramps, much like the Marquette interchange in Milwaukee, will allow drivers to 
access the 2 highways without having to slow down.  Free flow ramps like that are able to accommodate 
anywhere from 20 to 30 thousand vehicles a day.  In the short term, we're probably not going to see 
numbers approaching that but the DOT was planning not just for 2014 but for 2035 and beyond.  Now 
that this construction project is done work on Shawano Avenue will begin, this will create some closures 
and detours, head to our website we are green bay dot com to find out all you need to know about that. 
It’s also important to note that these new flyover ramps don't have an exit at County EB and Packerland 
Drive; those wanting access to that road should exit at Wisconsin 54 and Mason Street.  
 
Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WFRV broadcast public service 
announcements related to the following issues:  
 
Children – Foster Care, Big Brothers Big Sisters- Mentoring, Bullying 
Community Engagement – United Way, WI Dept. of Justice – Prescription Drug Take Back Day 
Health – WI Orthopedic Society - Get Moving 
Military – Wounded Warriors Support Group. National Guard – Serve; Citizen Soldier; Making a 
Difference. Coast Guard-Serve and Coast Guard Reserve-Serve.  Wisconsin Broadcasters Association 
Initiative – Wisconsin Honor Flight for WWII Veterans – Support and Sign up Members. 



Pets – The Shelter project. 
Relationships – Catholic Church-Marriage 
Safety – Negligent Driving- Don’t text and drive; WI DOT – Work Zone Safety; and Motorcycle 
Awareness; WI DNR- ATV Ride smart 
 
These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day. 

 

 


