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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 

of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During April, May and June, the 

following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

Amanpour on PBS (Weeknights) 

American Masters 

American Experience 

BBC World News (Weeknights) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 

Open Mind (Weekly) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekly) 

To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbé (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

CENTRAL PARK FIVE (120) minutes   

Aired Tuesday, April 2, 2019 at 9:00pm 

Hear the story of five black and Latino teenagers from Harlem - told from their 

perspectives -- who were wrongly convicted of raping a white woman in New York 

City's Central Park in 1989 in this documentary from award-winning filmmaker Ken 

Burns. 

 

 

EMMA GOLDMAN: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, May 21, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

For nearly half a century, Russian emigrant Emma Goldman was the most controversial 

woman in America, taunting the mainstream with her fervent attacks on government, big 

business, and war. To the tabloids, she was "Red Emma, queen of the anarchists," but 

many admired Goldman for her defense of labor rights, women's emancipation, birth 

control, and free speech. Emma Goldman explores the life of the notorious lecturer, 

fearless writer, and merciless publisher. 

 

 

STONEWALL UPRISING: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (90) minutes 

Aired Friday, June 28 2019 at 8:30 pm 

"Stonewall Uprising" explores the dramatic event that launched a worldwide rights 

movement. Told by those who took part, from drag queens and street hustlers to police 

detectives, journalists and a former mayor of New York, and featuring a rich trove of 

archival footage, this film revisits a time when homosexual acts were illegal throughout 

America, and homosexuality itself was seen as a form of mental illness. Hunted and often 

entrapped by undercover police in their hometowns, gays from around the U.S. began 

fleeing to New York in search of a sanctuary. Hounded there still by an aggressive police 

force, they found refuge in a Mafia-run gay bar in Greenwich Village, the Stonewall Inn. 

When police raided Stonewall on June 28, 1969, gay men and women did something they 

had not done before: they fought back. As the streets of New York erupted into violent 

protests and street demonstrations, the collective anger announced that the gay rights 

movement had arrived.  
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Arts 
 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET: LA TRAVIATA (180) minutes  

Aired Friday, April 5 at 9:00 pm 

See Michael Mayer's richly textured production of Verdi's classic opera, starring soprano 

Diana Damrau as the tragic heroine Violetta and Juan Diego Florez as her hapless lover 

Alfredo. Yannick Nezet-Seguin conducts. 

 

 

WETA ARTS MAY (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, May 3, 2019 at 8:30 pm 

A celebration of Asian Pacific American Heritage in the local arts scene: a filmmaker 

traces DC’s changing Chinatown; a modern dancer explores his Hawaiian roots; an artist 

uses a Korean quilting tradition to take on bigotry; and a look at the Smithsonian Asian 

Pacific American Center, a mobile museum that curates experiences. Hosted by Robert 

Aubry Davis. 

 

 

WETA ARTS JUNE (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, June 21, 2019 at 9:30 pm 

DC’s Different Drummers march in the Cherry Blossom Festival Parade for the first 

time; a local comedy showcase features LGBTQ stand-up comedy and improv; DC 

Center’s ‘Arty Queers’ hosts a monthly art market highlighting LGBTQ artists; and 

award-winning muralist Lisa Marie Thalhammer gives a tour of her works.  
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Business / Industry 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, April 3, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

A preliminary investigation on the crash of Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302 concluded a 

controversial software system did contribute to the downing of the Boeing plane, and 

the pilots followed manufacturer guidelines to no avail. Boeing said it will release 

a software update to fix the problem, but how did the FAA approve the plane in the 

first place? William Brangham talks to Miles O’Brien. 

 

 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, May 1, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

With a presence in 65 countries, ride-sharing company Uber has conducted about 10 

billion trips in its lifetime -- about 15 million per day. Paul Solman looks at how 

economists are using this treasure trove of data. 

 

 
PBS NEWSHOUR (600) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 26, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

Transitioning a business to a new owner has its challenges. But a program run by the 

business school at the University of Kansas aims to match those seeking to sell their 

companies with potential buyers seeking business opportunities. Peter Tubbs of Iowa 

Public Television reports on the importance of this link between people entering and 

exiting business that are critical to local communities.  
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

FRONTLINE: MARCOS DOESN’T LIVE HERE ANYMORE (120) minutes 

Aired Monday, April 15, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

A decorated Marine veteran fights to reunite her family after her undocumented husband 

is deported. With Independent Lens and Voces, filmmaker David Sutherland weaves a 

parallel love and immigration story set in a world often lived in the shadows. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: OUT OF STATE (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, May 6, 2019 at 11:00 pm 

Shipped thousands of miles away from Hawaii to a private prison in the Arizona desert, 

two Native Hawaiians discover their indigenous traditions from a fellow inmate serving a 

life sentence. 

 

 
FRONTLINE: DOCUMENTING HATE: NEW AMERICAN NAZIS (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, June 18, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

Exposing a neo-Nazi group that has actively recruited inside the U.S. military. An 

investigation with ProPublica shows the group's terrorist objectives and how it gained 

strength after the 2017 Charlottesville rally.  
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Economy 
 

 

BOSS: THE BLACK EXPERIENCE IN BUSINESS (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday. April 22, 2019 at 8:00 pm 

Learn about the untold story of African American entrepreneurship, where skill, 

industriousness, ingenuity and sheer courage in the face of overwhelming odds provide 

the backbone of this nation's economic and social growth. Stanley Nelson directs. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: HARVEST SEASON (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, May 13, 2019 at 11:00 pm 

Spend an agricultural year in Napa Valley and meet some of the unsung people who play 

a critical role in making some of the world's most celebrated wines, yet whose stories 

have largely gone untold. 

 

 

LAVENDER SCARE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 18, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Learn the untold story of how tens of thousands of homosexual federal workers were 

either fired or denied employment in the 1950s, stirring outrage in the gay community 

and starting an LGBTQ rights movement with an unlikely hero at the forefront. 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

NOVA: SAVING THE DEAD SEA (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, April 24, 2019 at 9:00pm 

There's no place on Earth like it. Cleopatra attributed her beauty to its secrets. King 

Herod built one of the world's first health spas on its shores. And as the biblical story 

goes, "rocks and fire falling from the sky" buried Sodom and Gomorrah and the sea 

became "the sea of salt" -- The Dead Sea. Now this wonder of the world is dying. Since 

1976, its level has declined by more than sixty-five feet. Its coastline is pockmarked with 

thousands of sinkholes. Can the Dead Sea be saved? After more than a decade of research 

and debate, scientists, engineers and political leaders have come up with a daring plan, 

one that could not only save the sea but help bring stability to a region rife with conflict. 

NOVA follows this unprecedented endeavor - perhaps the world's largest water chemistry 

experiment ever - as scientists and engineers race to save the Dead Sea and help bring 

water to one of the driest regions on Earth. 

 

 

NATURE: AMERICAN SPRING LIVE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, May 1, 2019 at 8:00 pm 

Nature's perfect partnerships, precisely synchronized, have evolved over thousands of 

years. Learn how plants and animals depend on each other to survive. See first-hand how 

climate change can break those connections, altering the timing of weather and plant 

growth, and disrupting the delicate relationships between plants and pollinators such as 

bees and butterflies. 

 
 

NILE: RIVERS OF LIFE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 19, 2019 at 8:00 pm 

The Nile is the world's longest river. From elephants and leopards to extreme kayakers 

and ancient wonders, its great length provides a lifeline for Africa's wildest beasts and for 

some of the world's most incredible cultures. 
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: THE PROVIDERS (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, April 9, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Follow three "country doctors" in rural New Mexico -- the site of a physician shortage 

and an opioid epidemic -- who work at clinics that offer care for all, regardless of ability 

to pay. 

 

 

AGING BACKWARDS 2: THE SECRET TO STRENGTH AND BALANCE 

W/MIRANDA ESMONDE WHITE (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, May 31, 2019 at 8:30 pm 

Many people think that how they age - if they remain mobile, healthy, and pain free 

throughout their entire lives - is simply the result of luck. As though there's a randomness 

to it, or it's a lottery in which only a few winners enjoy golden years of youthful vitality. 

But did you know that you actually have a choice in how you age? In AGING 

BACKWARDS 2 WITH MIRANDA ESMONDE-WHITE, former professional ballerina 

Miranda Esmonde-White uses new and groundbreaking science to help put an end to this 

defeatist attitude towards aging. In her previous award-winning special Aging Backs, 

Esmonde-White revealed the power of our muscle cells. Now in AGING BACKWARDS 

2, viewers discover the amazing clout of their connective tissue. This vital tissue 

surrounds every part of us and connects - every muscle, nerve, cell, bone and organ. 

Keeping it healthy is the secret to remaining youthful at any age. The human body is a 

powerful machine, but we must choose to keep it young. The fountain of youth is within 

each of us, and Esmonde-White teaches viewers how to access it. 

 

 

MEMORY RESCUE W/DANIEL AMEN, MD (120) minutes 

Aired Friday, June 7, 2019 at 8:30 pm 

In Memory Rescue with Daniel Amen, MD, Dr. Amen talks about how you can improve 

your memory and even rescue it if you think it's headed for trouble. This very simple idea 

to strengthen a person's memory is based on treating the 11 major risk factors that destroy 

brain function. Most of these risk factors are either preventable or treatable. Dr Amen has 

developed the mnemonic "BRIGHT MINDS" to help you remember the 11 major risk 

factors. Knowing one's risk factors and how to overcome them is critical to rescuing one's 

memory. Your brain's history is NOT your destiny. You can make your brain better with 

this powerful program from Dr. Daniel Amen.  
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

FRONTLINE: THE ABORTION DIVIDE (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, April 23, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

Inside the fight over abortion through the stories of women struggling with unplanned 

pregnancies. Drawing on a landmark FRONTLINE film from the 1980s, a look at both 

sides of the abortion divide in a community still embroiled in the conflict. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: SUPREME REVENGE (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

Inside the no-holds-barred war for control of the Supreme Court. From Brett Kavanaugh 

to Robert Bork, an investigation of how a 30-year-old grievance transformed the Court 

and turned confirmations into bitter, partisan conflicts. 

 

 

LAVENDER SCARE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 18, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Learn the untold story of how tens of thousands of homosexual federal workers were 

either fired or denied employment in the 1950s, stirring outrage in the gay community 

and starting an LGBTQ rights movement with an unlikely hero at the forefront.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 

OZONE HOLE: HOW WE SAVED THE PLANET (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, April 9, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

Discover the forgotten story of the hole in the ozone layer and how the world came 

together to fix it. Hear from the scientists and politicians who persuaded Ronald Reagan 

and Margaret Thatcher to take action and solve the planetary problem. 

 

 

BREAKTHROUGH: THE IDEAS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD: ROCKETS 

(60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday May 15, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

Learn the explosive history of the rocket, from its origin in ancient China, to its use as a 

weapon of war, to how adding hydrogen allowed it to carry astronauts all the way to the 

moon. 

 

 

WHEN WHALES WALKED: JOURNEYS IN DEEP TIME (120) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 19, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Meet the ancient ancestors of four iconic creatures: crocodiles, birds, whales and 

elephants. Join top scientists on a global adventure as they follow clues from the fossil 

record and use 21st century technology to make exciting new discoveries.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

KOREA: THE NEVER-ENDING WAR (120) minutes 

Aired Monday, April 29, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Discover more about the world we live in by shedding new light on a geopolitical hot 

spot. Often considered a "forgotten war," the Korean War was an important turning point 

in world history that still reverberates today. 

 

 

GOING TO WAR (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, May 27, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

What is it really like to go to war? For millennia, only warriors could really answer that 

question. This documentary takes us inside the experience of battle and reveals the 

soldier's experiences as never before. War is the ultimate paradox. Filled with terror, pain 

and grief, it also brings exhilaration, and a profound sense of purpose. Going to War 

helps us make sense of this paradox and get to the heart of what it's like to be a soldier in 

times of war. The film illuminates the experiences of training, battle, and coming home 

for soldiers across conflicts, revealing the universals of the warrior's journey. Leading our 

exploration are Sebastian Junger, bestselling author and director of the Academy Award-

nominated film Restrepo, and Karl Marlantes, decorated Marine officer and author of the 

bestselling novel Matterhorn and the fearless memoir What It is Like to Go to War. Both 

men bring firsthand experience, hard-won wisdom, and an abiding commitment to telling 

the warrior's story with insight and unflinching candor. 

 

 

SECRETS OF THE DEAD: WORLD WAR SPEED (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, June 25, 2019 at 8:00 pm 

Follow historian James Holland on his quest to understand how the use of amphetamines 

affected the course of World War II and unleashed the first pharmacological arms race. 


