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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 

of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During October, November, and 

December, the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

Amanpour and Company (Weeknights) 

BBC World News America (Weeknights) 

Firing Line with Margaret Hoover (Weekend) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 

Open Mind (Weekend) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekends) 

To the Contrary (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

ROTHKO: AMERICAN MASTERS (60) minutes   

Aired Friday, October 25, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Explore the life of the celebrated artist whose luminous color field paintings helped 

define the abstract expressionist movement, which shifted the art world epicenter from 

Paris to New York. Featuring original scenes with Alfred Molina. 

 

 

WARRIOR TRADITION (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, November 11, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Learn the heartbreaking, inspiring and largely untold story of Native Americans in the 

United States military. This film relates the stories of Native American warriors from 

their own points of view -- stories of service, pain, courage and fear. 

 

 

KEN BURNS COUNTRY MUSIC (180) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, December 10, 2019 at 9:30 pm 

Join host Kathy Mattea to learn more about the making of the epic documentary series 

devoted to the history of this truly American art form. Features interviews with Rosanne 

Cash, along with Ken Burns and other members of the filmmaking team.  
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Arts 
 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES: GRAMMY SALUTE TO MUSIC LEGENDS (120) 

minutes  

Aired Friday, October 18, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Enjoy a star-studded awards concert for Recording Academy honorees with performances 

by George Clinton and Parliament Funkadelic, Johnny Mathis, Dionne Warwick, Garth 

Brooks, Snoop Dogg, Patti Austin, Sheila E, Sam Moore, Julio Iglesias and more. 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES: RODGERS AND HAMMERSTEIN’S THE KING 

AND I (180) minutes 

Aired Friday, November 8, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Kelli O'Hara and Ken Watanabe star in a Tony Award-winning revival of the beloved 

musical about a British schoolteacher instructing the royal children of the King of Siam, 

featuring classic songs including "Hello, Young Lovers" and "Shall We Dance." 

 

 

CRAFT IN AMERICA: QUILTS (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, December 27, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Learn about contemporary quilters as we celebrate the role quilts have played in our 

country's story. Featuring Susan Hudson, Victoria Findlay Wolfe, Michael A. Cummings, 

Judith Content, the International Quilt Museum and special guest Ken Burns.  
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Business / Industry 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Thursday, October 3, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

A national strike by the United Auto Workers is now in its 18th day. The walkout of 

46,000 employees affects more than 50 General Motors sites, and although the two 

sides continue to talk and are said to be making progress, several key issues remain 

to be resolved. William Brangham talks to Micki Maynard, a journalist who follows the 

automotive industry in Detroit, about the stakes for each side. 

 

 

DAVID RUBENSTEIN SHOW: PEER TO PEER CONVERSATIONS (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, November 1, 2019 at 8:30 pm 

A national strike by the United Auto Workers is now in its 18th day. The walkout of 

46,000 employees affects more than 50 General Motors sites, and although the two 

sides continue to talk and are said to be making progress, several key issues remain 

to be resolved. William Brangham talks to Micki Maynard, a journalist who follows the 

automotive industry in Detroit, about the stakes for each side. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: WEINSTEIN (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, December 17, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

How the Hollywood mogul allegedly sexually harassed and abused dozens of women 

over four decades. With allegations going back to Weinstein's early years, the film 

investigates the elaborate ways he and those around him tried to silence his accusers.  
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

FRONTLINE: TARGET EL PASO (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, October 29, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

How El Paso became Trump's immigration testing ground and then the target of a white 

supremacist. With interviews of current and former officials, border patrol agents, 

advocates and migrants, the inside story from the epicenter of the border crisis. 

 

 

COLLEGE BEHIND BARS (4 PARTS) (240) minutes 

Aired Monday and Tuesday, November 25 and 26, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Explore the transformative power of education through the eyes of a dozen incarcerated 

men and women trying to earn college degrees -- and a chance at new beginnings -- from 

one of the country's most rigorous prison education programs, the Bard Prison Initiative. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, December 2, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

President Trump’s nomination of federal judge Brett Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court in 

2018 launched a bitter partisan fight that grew even more polarized when Christine 

Blasey Ford said Kavanaugh had sexually assaulted her in high school. Kavanaugh was 

ultimately confirmed and now sits on the Court. The Washington Post’s Ruth Marcus 

details his rise in a new book she discusses with Judy Woodruff. 

 

.  
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Economy 
 

 

NOVA: WHY BRIDGES COLLAPSE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, October 16, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

In 2018, Italy's Morandi Bridge collapsed, killing 43 people. NOVA investigates what 

went wrong and explores other bridge collapses across the United States. How can new 

engineering techniques make bridges safer and prevent such tragedies? 

 

 

FRONTLINE: IN THE AGE OF AI (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, November 5, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

The promise and perils of AI; from fears about work and privacy to rivalry between the 

US and China. A new industrial revolution that will reshape and disrupt our lives, our 

jobs and our world, and allow the emergence of the surveillance society. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, December 9, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

As House Democrats kick off this week with more congressional evidence, Patrick 

Gaspard joins the program to discuss the impeachment hearings. Bernardine Evaristo, 

the first black woman to win the prestigious Booker Prize, tells Christiane about her 

novel “Girl, Woman, Other.” Nicholas Lemann sits down with Walter Isaacson to offer 

his take on the ideal of the American Dream. 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

NATURE: OCTOPUS: MAKING CONTACT (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, October 2, 2019 at 8:00 pm 

Follow an Alaskan professor as he raises and studies a pet octopus in his home, making 

remarkable discoveries about its extraordinary intelligence, personality and skills. 

Octopuses are able to recognize faces and interact with other individuals. 

 

 

OKANVANGO: RIVER OF DREAMS: INFERNO (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, November 6, 2019 at 8:00 pm 

Discover the landscape and wildlife of the Lower Okavango River, where the land is 

baked dry by the scorching sun. Large herds of zebra and wildebeest migrate to the dry 

plains in search of the precious salt that these animals need. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND (30) minutes 

Aired Sunday, December 1, 2019 at 5:00 pm 

On this edition for Sunday, December 1, severe weather disrupts holiday travel across 

the U.S., and on World AIDS Day, how inequality impacts those living with HIV. Also, 

how Mac DeMarco is harnessing the internet to thrive as an indie artist. Alison 

Stewart anchors from New York. 
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: MADE IN BOISE (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, October 28, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

Go inside the lives of four surrogates in Boise, Idaho and the intended parents whose 

children they carry. Follows the women as they navigate the rigors of pregnancy and the 

mixed feelings of their own families, who struggle to understand. 

 

 

THE PLASTIC PROBLEM: PBS NEWSHOUR PRESENTS (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, November 27, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

By 2050, there will be more plastic than fish in the oceans. PBS NewsHour takes a closer 

look at this now ubiquitous material, how it's impacting the world and ways we can break 

our plastic addiction. 

 

 

AGING BACKWARDS 3 WITH MIRANDA ESMONDE-WHITE (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, December 3, 2019 at 8:00 pm  

Did you know that you actually have a choice in how you age, and whether you remain 

mobile, healthy and pain-free throughout your life? In the pledge special AGING 

BACKWARDS 3, former ballerina Miranda Esmonde-White uses groundbreaking 

science to develop a practical six-point plan anyone can use to keep their minds sharp and 

their bodies active using gentle daily movement. 

 

  



 11 

National Politics / Government 
 

 

POV: THE FELLING OF BEING WATCHED (90) minutes 

Aired Monday October 14, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

When journalist Assia Boundaoui investigates rumors of surveillance in an Arab 

American neighborhood outside Chicago, she uncovers one of the largest 

counterterrorism probes conducted before 9/11, one that has had profound impacts on the 

community. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: KIDS CAUGHT IN THE CRACKDOWN (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, November 12, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

Exposing the traumatic stories of migrant children detained under Trump's immigration 

policies. An investigation with The Associated Press into the widespread consequences - 

and business - of the mass confinement of migrant children. Also, a report on the sexual 

exploitation of women in Iraq. 

 

 

THE IMPEACHMENT HEARINGS: A PBS NEWSHOUR SPECIAL (600) 

minutes 

Aired Monday, December 9, 2019 at 8:00 pm 

Live coverage of the House of Representatives' Public Impeachment Hearings.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 

NOVA: LOOK WHO’S DRIVING (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Tech giants and car manufacturers alike are developing self-driving cars - and some of 

them are already on public roads. But what must computers be capable of to truly take the 

wheel? And could they eventually be safer than human drivers? 

 

 

NOVA: ANIMAL ESPIONAGE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, November 27, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Camera traps and drones are revolutionizing the study of wildlife by providing an up-

close look at animals without disturbing them. See how these technologies are helping us 

understand everything from mysterious whale behavior to tiger migration. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Thursday, December 12, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

Digital communication and social media have revolutionized our culture, but for some 

people, they worsen feelings of isolation and depression. Scott Galloway, a professor 

at New York University’s Stern School of Business, specializes in human wellbeing and 

has learned how to keep perspective amid his own emotional battles. Galloway shares 

his Brief But Spectacular take on the algebra of happiness.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

FRONTLINE: ZERO TOLERANCE (90) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, October 22, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

Trump turned immigration into a powerful political weapon that fueled division and 

violence. Inside the effort by three insurgents to tap into populist anger, transform the 

GOP, and crack down on immigration. 

 

 

SCRAMBLE THE SEAWOLVES (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, November 11, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

The HA(L)-3 Seawolves would become the most decorated Squadron in the Vietnam 

War, arguably in all of Naval Aviation History. From meager beginnings, the most 

effective and offensive Navy squadron, Helicopter Attack Light Squadron Three 

Seawolves, was established inside the Republic of Vietnam in support of Task Force-116, 

Operation Gamewarden in 1967. This is their story. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, December 6, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

Digital communication and social media have revolutionized our culture, but for some 

people, they worsen feelings of isolation and depression. Scott Galloway, a professor 

at New York University’s Stern School of Business, specializes in human wellbeing and 

has learned how to keep perspective amid his own emotional battles. Galloway shares 

his Brief But Spectacular take on the algebra of happiness. 


