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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 

of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During July, August, and 

September, the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

Amanpour and Company (Weeknights) 

BBC World News America (Weeknights) 

Defense News Weekly (Weekend) 

Firing Line with Margaret Hoover (Weekend) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 

Open Mind (Weekend) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekends) 

To the Contrary (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

CHASING THE MOON: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (120) minutes   

Aired Monday, July 8, 2019 at 9:00pm 

Explore the early days of the space race, the struggle to catch up with the Soviet Union 

and the enormous stakes in the quest to reach the moon. This episode reveals both the 

breathtaking failures and successes of the developing U.S. space program. 

 

 

GABRIEL’S REVOLT (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, August 2, 2019 at 8:30 pm 

Public trials of conspirators explains the motivation of the revolt against slavery in 

Richmond, VA. 

 

 

FEUD: AMERICAN EXPERIECE (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, September 10, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Discover the real story behind the most famous family conflict in U.S.history - the battle 

between the Hatfields and McCoys. Much more than a tale of two warring families, the 

film goes beyond the myth to show the forces that ignited the feud.  
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Arts 
 

 

WETA ARTS JULY (30) minutes  

Aired Friday, July 19, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

WETA Arts celebrates the “Summer of Space,” exploring space-related visual and 

performing arts in Greater Washington: See how conductor Emil de Cou created the 

surprising partnership between NASA and the National Symphony Orchestra; explore the 

NASA art collection with the man who started it; see how in “Beyond,” local dance 

troupe Deviated Theatre imagines the personal struggle of an astronaut heading to Mars; 

and a discussion of some of the most thought-provoking movies about space exploration. 

 

 

WETA ARTS AUGUST (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, August 9, 2019 at 8:30 pm 

See how conductor Emil de Cou created the surprising partnership between NASA and 

the National Symphony Orchestra; explore the NASA art collection with the man who 

started it; see how in “Beyond,” local dance troupe Deviated Theatre imagines the 

personal struggle of an astronaut heading to Mars; and a discussion of some of the most 

thought-provoking movies about space exploration. 

 

 

RAOUL JULIA: AMERICAN MASTERS (90) minutes 

Aired Friday, September 13, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Discover the life and career of Raul Julia, the charismatic, award-winning actor and 

humanitarian known for versatile roles on stage and screen, from Shakespearean plays to 

"The Addams Family." A co-presentation of VOCES and American Masters.  



 6 

Business / Industry 
 

 

AMANPOUR AND COMPANY (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, July 23, 2019 at 11:00 pm 

Christiane Amanpour and Michael Fallon discuss Boris Johnson winning his party’s vote 

to become the next British Prime Minister. Mairead McGuinness joins the program to 

react to Johnson’s election. Amanpour speaks to Pat Toomey about his criticisms of 

President Trump. Alicia Menendez interviews Claire Stapleton and Meredith Whittaker, 

organizers of the Google Walk Out for Real Change.. 

 

 

RETIRE SAFE & SECURE W/ED SLOTT (180) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, August 27, 2019 at 8:00 pm 

America needs Ed Slott now more than ever! Greedy Wall Street bankers and Congress 

have just upended 30+ years of the tax code - what does it all mean for you and your 

family? And more importantly, how can you protect your hard-earned savings? 

 

 

POV: GRIT (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, September 9, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

After her town is left submerged by a tsunami of mud, Dian, a politically active teenager, 

galvanizes her neighbors to demand reparations from the corporate powers accused of 

one of the largest environmental disasters in recent history.  
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

POV: CALL HER GANDA (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, July 1, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

Three women pursue justice for Jennifer Laude, a Filipina transgender woman who was 

brutally murdered by a U.S. Marine. In galvanizing a political uprising, they take on 

hardened histories of U.S. imperialism. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Thursday, August 1, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

At least 22 people were killed when a gunman opened fire at a Walmart in El Paso on 

Saturday. The alleged shooter referenced white supremacist ideology in a manifesto 

posted online shortly before the massacre. Judy Woodruff talks to William Brangham, 

reporting from El Paso on why the violence is so “jarring” in a largely welcoming and 

harmonious community adjacent to the U.S. border with Mexico. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: FLINT’S DEADLY WATER (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, September 10, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

Exposing the deadly toll from the Flint water crisis. A two-year FRONTLINE 

investigation uncovers the roots and extent of a deadly Legionnaires' outbreak during the 

water crisis, and how officials failed to stop it.  
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Economy 
 

 

WASHINGTON WEEK (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, July 26, 2019 at 8:00 pm 

After former special counsel Robert Mueller testified on Capitol Hill this week, the 

panelists discussed possible next steps for Democrats in Congress and the future of 

election security in the wake of Russian election interference. The conversation also 

turned to the latest economic news and the federal budget deal. 

 

 

WASHINGTON WEEK (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, August 2, 2019 at 8:00 pm 

After the 2020 Democratic candidates squared off on the debate stage over two nights in 

Detroit, the panelists shared insight and analysis on the contenders’ performances and the 

direction of the party. The conversation later turned to the impact of the latest economic 

news in the wake of interest rate cuts and ongoing trade wars. 

 

 

POV: FARMSTEADERS (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, September 2, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

Clear-eyed and intimate, Farmsteaders follows Nick Nolan and his young family on a 

journey to resurrect his late grandfather’s dairy farm as agriculture moves toward large-

scale farming. A study of place and persistence, Farmsteaders points an honest and tender 

lens at everyday life in rural America, offering an unexpected voice for a forsaken 

people: those who grow the food that sustains us. 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

POV: INVENTING TOMORROW (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, July 29, 2019 at 11:00pm 

In preparation for the world's largest convening of high school scientists, teenage 

innovators from around the globe create cutting-edge solutions to confront environmental 

threats while navigating the doubts and insecurities of adolescence. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, August 12, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

For years, scientists have warned that we need to stop the planet from warming an 

additional two degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels to avoid catastrophic problems. 

But a new analysis by The Washington Post finds many major areas across the U.S. have 

already reached that mark. The Post’s Chris Mooney joins Amna Nawaz to discuss why 

some parts of the country are affected more than others. 

 

 

NOVA: RISE OF THE SUPERSTORMS (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, September 4, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Dive into the devastation wrought by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria. How can 

scientists better predict these storms, and what does the 2017 season tell us about the 

likelihood of similar storms in the future? 
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

A YEAR IN SPACE (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, July 23, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

Follow astronaut Scott Kelly’s record-breaking 12-month mission on the International 

Space Station, from launch to landing, as NASA charts the effects of long-duration 

spaceflight by comparing him to his identical twin on Earth, astronaut Mark Kelly. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: OUTBREAK (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, August 13, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

Amid a new Ebola outbreak, the story of the deadly 2014 epidemic and why it wasn't 

stopped sooner. With exclusive access to decision-makers, responders and victims, the 

film exposes tragic missteps during the outbreak in West Africa. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, September 11, 2019 at 7:00 pm  

Following several mysterious deaths linked to vaping, the federal government is now 

warning Americans not to use e-cigarettes. The Centers for Disease Control also said 

there are 450 reported cases of lung illnesses tied to vaping, in more than 30 states. 

William Brangham talks to Allison Aubrey of NPR about what is known, and what isn’t, 

about the health risks of vaping. 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

INSIDE THE REPORT: A PBS NEWSHOUR SPECIAL (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, July 19, 2019 at 8:30pm 

PBS NewsHour reveals the headlines and key findings behind the 448-page Mueller 

report. 

 

 

WASHINGTON WEEK (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, August 2, 2019 at 8:00 pm 

After the 2020 Democratic candidates squared off on the debate stage over two nights in 

Detroit, the panelists shared insight and analysis on the contenders’ performances and the 

direction of the party. The conversation later turned to the impact of the latest economic 

news in the wake of interest rate cuts and ongoing trade wars. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: TRUMP’S TRADE WAR (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, September 3, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

The inside story of President Trump's gamble to confront China over trade. Reporting 

from the US and China, NPR and FRONTLINE investigate what led the world's two 

largest economies to the brink, and the billions at stake.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 

8 DAYS TO THE MOON AND BACK (90) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, July 17, 2019 at 9:00pm 

Join Apollo 11 on its historic journey. The film seamlessly blends mission audio 

featuring conversations among Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins with 

new footage, NASA archive and stunning CGI to recreate the first moon landing. 

 

 

NOVA: THE PLANETS--SATURN (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, August 7, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

NASA's Cassini explores Saturn for 13 years, looping through its icy rings and flying by 

its moons. The probe captures stunning ring-moon interactions, but when it finds the 

ingredients for life on the moon Enceladus, a bittersweet decision is made. 

 

 

NOVA: TREASURES OF THE EARTH--GEMS (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, September 11, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Gemstones like diamonds, rubies, opal and jade are the ultimate treasures. Delve into 

Earth's depths to discover how these precious stones are forged and what explains the 

unique allure of each captivating gemstone.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

FRONTLINE: AMERICAN PATRIOT (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, July 2, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

See how one family's fight against the government invigorated armed militias and 

"Patriot" groups. Inside the Bundy family's standoffs over land in the West, and the 

groups aligned with them that have grown to levels not seen in decades. 

 

 

POV: THE DISTANT BARKING OF DOGS (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, August 5, 2019 at 10:00 pm 

Follow the life of 10-year-old Oleg and witness the gradual erosion of his innocence 

beneath the pressures of the ongoing war in Eastern Ukraine. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Thursday, September 12, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

Gemstones like diamonds, rubies, opal and jade are the ultimate treasures. Delve into 

Earth's depths to discover how these precious stones are forged and what explains the 

unique allure of each captivating gemstone. 


