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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 

of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During January, February, 

March, the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

Amanpour on PBS (Weeknights) 

American Masters 

American Experience 

BBC World News (Weeknights) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 

Open Mind (Weekly) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekly) 

SciTech Now (Weekly) 

To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbé (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: RUMBLE—THE INDIANS WHO ROCKED THE 

WORLD (90) minutes   

Aired January 21, 2019 at 10:00pm 

Discover how Native American musicians have transformed American blues, jazz and 

rock in this musical celebration featuring Robbie Robertson, Taj Mahal, Slash, Jackson 

Browne, Taboo, Quincy Jones, Tony Bennett, Iggy Pop, Steven Tyler and more. 

 

 

SEALAB: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (60) minutes 

Aired February 12, 2019 at 9:00pm 

Discover the mostly forgotten story of the U.S. Navy's daring and groundbreaking Sealab 

program, whose "Aquanauts" tested the limits of human endurance and revolutionized 

our understanding of underseas exploration. 

 

 

HENRY LOUIS GATES, JR.: UNCOVERING AMERICA (90) minutes 

Aired March 16, 2019 at 8:30pm 

Courtney B. Vance hosts this celebration of the renowned, respected and popular 

historian, author and filmmaker. Features appearances by distinguished guests seen in 

Gates' work including Jodie Foster, Ken Burns, Jelani Cobb and LL Cool J.  
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Arts 
 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES—DOUBT FROM MINNESOTA OPERA (150) 

minutes  

Aired January 25, 2019 at 9:30pm 

In this new opera based on John Patrick Shanley's play and film, suspicion ignites a battle 

of wills at a Catholic school in the Bronx, circa 1964. The charismatic and progressive 

Father Flynn is trying to loosen the stranglehold of St. Nicholas Church School's strict 

customs, which are fiercely guarded by its iron-fisted principal, Sister Aloysius Beauvier. 

When the young, innocent Sister James shares with the principal her suspicion that Father 

Flynn may be abusing the school's only black student, Sister Aloysius embarks on a 

personal crusade to find the truth and ruin the priest. With no proof besides her moral 

certainty, Sister Aloysius engages in a battle of wills with Father Flynn in this riveting 

new work, which poses questions to ponder long after the curtain goes down. 

 

 

SAMMY DAVIS, JR.: AMERICAN MASTERS (120) minutes 

Aired February 16, 2019 at 9:00pm 

Explore the entertainer's vast talent and journey for identity through the shifting tides of 

civil rights and racial progress during 20th-century America. Features Billy Crystal, 

Whoopi Goldberg, and clips from his TV, film and concert performances.. 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES: ANDREA BOCELLI 60TH BIRTHDAY 

CELEBRATION (90) minutes 

Aired March 7, 2019 at 8:00pm 

Join GREAT PERFORMANCES for an international celebration of Andrea Bocelli's 

60th Birthday. World renowned for being equally at home in the worlds of popular music 

and opera, GP spotlights both sides of the tenor's career with a program of well-known 

arias spectacularly staged at Italy's Arena di Verona. Also featured are songs from 

Bocelli's new CD, Si, performed at an all-white party in the picturesque Italian coastal 

town of Porto Venere. Special guests include Josh Groban and Andrea's son Matteo, who 

joins his father for a performance of the duet "Fall on Me.".  
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Business / Industry 
 

 

SWAMP: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (120) minutes   

Aired January 15, 2019 at 9:00pm 

Explore the story of Florida's Everglades, America's greatest wetland. A tale of greed, 

hubris and destruction, the film chronicles the repeated efforts to conquer what was once 

seen as a useless wasteland and the passionate efforts to preserve it. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired February 13, 2019 at 7:00pm 

Amazon abruptly announced Thursday that it will not build a headquarters in New York, 

after some local politicians expressed strong opposition toward the company’s plan. The 

“stunning reversal” is a major blow to the politicians who helped broker the deal, 

including Gov. Andrew Cuomo and New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio. Judy 

Woodruff talks to J. David Goodman of The New York Times. 

 

 

SUZE ORMAN’S FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS FOR YOU (120) minutes   

Aired March 19, 2019 at 8:00pm 

Suze returns to PBS as a national Emmy winner (Outstanding Service Show Host) for her 

previous pledge success, The Laws of Money, The Lessons of Life, which was also an 

Emmy nominee for Outstanding Service Show. Suze's latest special, Suze Orman: For the 

Young, Fabulous & Broke, is based on her new book to be published simultaneously with 

the program. The special will focus on an age group that desperately needs her advice: 

25-35 year olds. In her inimitable down-to-earth and straight-talking style, Suze will 

provide powerful and often surprising action steps for young women and men at perhaps 

the most critical time of their financial lives - getting started! At the same time, Suze will 

be addressing the parents of these young adults. She will encourage parents to pass on the 

information they're learning to their kids. And, of course, a lot of Suze's advice will apply 

to older adults' own lives, whether they're parents or not. The core premise of the show is 

that times areindeed different today for young adults. Suze's advice directly addresses the 

new deck of financial cards today's young people have been dealt, including a lousy job 

market and kids leaving college weighed down by hefty student loans, skyrocketing real 

estate costs, and often significant credit card debt. Suze understands that this generation 

has the grit to deal with these problems - and she has powerful, real-world advice on 

exactly how to succeed in today's economic environment. In a vibrant theatrical stage 

setting, with set pieces that support the themes of the show, Suze will talk to a large 

audience of young adults and their parents. With both wit and a no- holds-barred style, 

Suze will present her advice on the key elements that affect the financial lives of younger 

people - with the goal being to help them build a solid financial life. Suze will also take 

questions from the audience. Suze will cover the major financial issues younger people 

are facing today. Her advice will include: managing student loans; using credit cards 

most effectively; choosing the investments in your 401(k) or IRA; what to know about 

buying a home or car; and managing your credit score to pay the least for the money you 
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need to borrow. She also will offer straightforward advice about establishing yourself in 

the workplace, managing your career, and being a financially responsible parent. In all of 

these topics, Suze's advice will apply not only to those who are struggling to make ends 

meet, but to the wide range of viewers who want to manage their money more wisely. 

Like all of Suze Orman's work, For the Young, Fabulous & Broke goes far beyond 

traditional financial analysis, delving into the real-world interplay of money, values, and 

the human spirit. 
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

FRONTLINE—THE GANG CRACKDOWN (60) minutes 

Aired January 29, 2019 at 10:00pm 

Investigate a slew of killings linked to the MS-13 gang and the crackdown that swept up 

immigrant teens. Some 25 bodies have surfaced since 2016. Law enforcement is trying to 

stop the gang, but some teens have been unlawfully detained in the process. 

 

 

DICTATOR’S PLAYBOOK: FRANCISCO FRANCO (60) minutes 

Aired February 6, 2019 at 10:00pm 

Learn how Francisco Franco used the tactics of colonial war to win control of Spain. 

Driven by a deeply conservative vision, he used torture, murder and incarceration to 

transform Spanish society. 

 

 

THE MUELLER REPORT (90) minutes 

Aired March 25, 2019 at 8:00pm 

Inside the Mueller report, with analysis and context from FRONTLINE and PBS 

NEWSHOUR. PBS NEWSHOUR's Judy Woodruff anchors a special presentation that 

includes a panel discussion and the FRONTLINE documentary "The Mueller 

Investigation."  
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Economy 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired January 3, 2019 at 7:00pm 

More than 300,000 jobs were created in December, doubling what was expected and 

signaling that the U.S. economy remains stable despite the recent market volatility and 

political tensions. In addition, wage growth was the highest it has been in a decade. Amna 

Nawaz speaks with Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody’s Analytics, for more on why 

this report contained “nothing but good news.” 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (30) minutes   

Aired February 27, 2019 at 6:00pm 

Economic inequality is a major theme in the American political dialogue. As the 

country’s wealthiest people continually become richer at the expense of the poor, some 

research suggests they may actually become less happy and healthy. Economics 

correspondent Paul Solman reports on the nuanced data and the challenges of evaluating 

a society’s well-being. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired March 8, 2019 at 7:00pm 

The White House has released President Trump’s proposed 2020 budget. The record $4.7 

trillion plan calls for increased military spending and $8.6 billion for Trump’s 

controversial border wall, along with significant cuts to domestic programs. Judy 

Woodruff talks to the president’s chief economic adviser, Larry Kudlow, about his 

priorities and why “growth solves a lot of problems” for the economy.  
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: SURVIVING THE DUST BOWL (60) minutes 

Aired January 29, 2019 at 9:00pm 

They were called "Black Blizzards," dark clouds reaching miles into the sky, churning 

millions of tons of dirt into torrents of destruction. For ten years beginning in 1930, dust 

storms ravaged the parched and over plowed southern plains, turning bountiful wheat 

fields into desert. Disease, hardship and death followed, yet the majority of people stayed 

on, steadfastly refusing to give up on the land and a way of life. 

 

 

NATURE: ARCTIC WOLF PACK (60) minutes 

Aired February 21, 2019 at 8:00pm 

Discover the white wolf, one of the most hardened predators on the planet, in Ellesmere 

Island's unforgiving ice and snow. In a fight for survival, these roaming hunters must 

travel far from the den to feed their cubs, putting them at risk. 

 

 

NATURE: THE CHEETAH CHILDREN (60) minutes 

Aired March 27, 2019 at 8:00pm 

For nearly two years in the forested hills of Zimbabwe, wildlife cameraman Kim 

Wolhuter shadowed a wild cheetah family on foot, to reveal in intimate detail the cubs' 

remarkable journey to adulthood and their mother's dedication in raising them. 
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

PBS NEWHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired January 16, 2019 at 7:00pm 

When Alabama closed a regional hospital, the warden of Metro Jail says that the 

population of people with mental illness doubled at their facility. Trey Oliver says they 

often see the same people repeatedly, people who should have a different kind of around-

the-clock care. Oliver gives his brief but spectacular take on why incarceration cannot 

solve mental illness and life at his jail. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: RIGHT TO FAIL (60) minutes   

Aired February 26, 2019 at 10:00pm 

After decades in institutions, a man with schizophrenia faces violence and death to live 

on his own. In collaboration with ProPublica, the film investigates a court-ordered effort 

to move those with serious mental illness into independent living. 

 

 
AGING BACKWARDS 2 W/MIRANDA ESMONDE-WHITE (60 minutes) 

Aired March 22, 2019 at 8:30pm 

Many people think that how they age - if they remain mobile, healthy, and pain free 

throughout their entire lives - is simply the result of luck. As though there's a randomness 

to it, or it's a lottery in which only a few winners enjoy golden years of youthful vitality. 

But did you know that you actually have a choice in how you age? In AGING 

BACKWARDS 2 WITH MIRANDA ESMONDE-WHITE, former professional ballerina 

Miranda Esmonde-White uses new and groundbreaking science to help put an end to this 

defeatist attitude towards aging. In her previous award-winning special Aging Backs, 

Esmonde-White revealed the power of our muscle cells. Now in AGING BACKWARDS 

2, viewers discover the amazing clout of their connective tissue. This vital tissue 

surrounds every part of us and connects - every muscle, nerve, cell, bone and organ. 

Keeping it healthy is the secret to remaining youthful at any age. The human body is a 

powerful machine, but we must choose to keep it young. The fountain of youth is within 

each of us, and Esmonde-White teaches viewers how to access it. 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

WE’LL MEET AGAIN: THE FIGHT FOR WOMEN’S RIGHTS (60) minutes 

Aired January 8, 2019 at 9:30pm 

Join Ann Curry as two women search for friends and colleagues who forged a path for 

equal rights. One of the first female commercial pilots wants to thank her mentor, and an 

advocate hopes to find the woman who inspired her to join a movement. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR SPECIAL: STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS (150) minutes   

Aired February 5, 2019 at 9:00pm 

NPR's Tamara Keith and Amy Walter from the Cook Political Report join Lisa 

Desjardins to discuss the week’s political news, including a call from Democratic leaders 

for Gov. Ralph Northam to resign, the broader implications of the Northam scandal for 

our American conversation on race and what to expect from President Trump’s State of 

the Union address. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND (30) minutes 

Aired March 2, 2019 at 5:30pm 

On this edition for Saturday, March 2, President Trump delivers his longest speech ever 

at the annual Conservative Political Action Conference, the SpaceX Crew Dragon 

capsule ushers a new era in American space flight, and political instability in Libya 

becomes fertile ground for ISIS to regroup. 
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Science / Technology 
 

 

NOVA: EINSTEIN’S QUANTUM RIDDLE (60) minutes 

Aired January 9, 2019 at 9:00pm 

Einstein called it “spooky action at a distance,” but today quantum entanglement is 

poised to revolutionize technology from computers to cryptography. Physicists have 

gradually become convinced that the phenomenon—two subatomic particles that mirror 

changes in each other instantaneously over any distance—is real. But a few doubts 

remain. NOVA follows a ground-breaking experiment in the Canary Islands to use 

quasars at opposite ends of the universe to once and for all settle remaining questions.  

 

 

NOVA: RISE OF THE ROCKETS (60) minutes   

Aired February 20, 2019 at 9:00pm 

Marvel at a new era of space exploration and accessibility, thanks to NASA's return to 

crewed spaceflight, as well as private companies like SpaceX and Virgin Galactic, and 

technologies that make rockets cheaper and more powerful than ever. 

 

 

NOVA: SECRETS OF THE SHINING KNIGHT (60) minutes 

Aired March 27, 2019 at 9:00 pm 

Discover what it was like to be a knight in shining armor and follow the historic 

manufacturing process. Join master armorers as they re-engineer the Greenwich armor-

considered some of the greatest armor ever made-and then put it to the test.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

USS INDIANAPOLIS: THE FINAL CHAPTER (90) minutes 

Aired January 8, 2019 at 10:30pm 

In the waning days of WWII, the cruiser USS Indianapolis has just delivered the atomic 

bomb destined for Hiroshima - and sails off to join the Allied invasion force. Just after 

midnight on July 30, 1945, she is torpedoed by a Japanese sub in the Philippine Sea. She 

sinks within minutes, taking 300 of her crew down with her. The 900 survivors drift for 

four and a half days, battling the sun, thirst, sharks, and their own fear. It is a disaster that 

owes as much to bureaucratic snafus as it does to enemy action: the Navy loses track of 

the ship and fails to mount a search. It is only by chance that a passing plane happens to 

spot the survivors. Only 316 of them are pulled from the sea alive. The sinking of 

Indianapolis remains the U.S. Navy’s worst single loss of life at sea. The tragic end of the 

Indianapolis and the location of its remains are shrouded in mystery for more than seven 

decades, until an expedition launched by philanthropist Paul G. Allen discovers the ship 

in August 2017, in some of the deepest waters on the planet. Now the definitive story of 

USS Indianapolis will finally be told as we reconstruct the ship’s heroic legacy, and her 

dramatic final moments. This scientific detective story details the events that led up to the 

discovery of the wreck site, combining never-before-seen archival footage and CGI, with 

the moving accounts of the few remaining survivors, the testimony of historians, and 

spectacular HD footage of the well-preserved wreckage,18,000 feet down. We also tell 

the story of Captain Charles Butler McVay III, who survives the sinking of his ship - the 

only captain in U.S. history convicted for losing his ship in wartime. 

 

 

AMANPOUR AND COMPANY (60) minutes 

Aired February 12, 2019 at 11:00pm 

Christiane Amanpour speaks with Dee Margo, the mayor of El Paso, TX, to discuss the 

reality of a border wall; and Mary Bauer & Ed Lavandera about the humanitarian crisis 

caused by child separations at the border. Hari Sreenivasan speaks with former U.S. 

Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff about the growing threat to our privacy 

today. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired March 12, 2019 at 7:00pm 

The highest level of talks yet between the U.S. and the Taliban concluded Tuesday in 

Qatar. With videographer Sebastian Rich's exclusive footage of American and Afghan 

operations in southern Afghanistan, Nick Schifrin reports on how both sides are trying to 

use battlefield gains to force peacemaking concessions, and gets insight from Nader 

Nadery, a senior adviser to Afghan President Ashraf Ghani. 

 


