
QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT
WHYY-91FM

FOR THE PERIOD OF JULY 1, 2021 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2021

The license of station WHYY-91FM has determined that the following issues were of importance to the 
Delaware Valley community during the past three months and has aired the following programs to 
address these issues:

ARTS and CULTURE

Fresh Air
An Innocent Man Walks Free From A 60-Year Sentence With Help From A Journalist 
July 8, 2021 30 minutes 1:30 pm
Seven years into his 60-year sentence, Yutico Briley wrote a letter to Emily Bazelon, who writes about 
the criminal justice system. They both reflect on Briley's long path to exoneration.

Fresh Air
Reporters Reveal 'Ugly Truth' Of How Facebook Enables Hate Groups And Disinformation
July 13, 2021 30 minutes 1:30 pm
In a new book, two New York Times journalists report that Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg often 
doesn't see the downside of the social media platform he created. In their new book, An Ugly Truth, 
Sheera Frenkel and Cecilia Kang write that Zuckerberg tends to believe that free speech will drown out 
bad speech.

COMMUNITY

Radio Times
Regional Roundup
July 12, 2021 60 Minutes 10:00 am

On today’s Regional Roundup, we discuss new legislation that will allow PA students to repeat 
the school year due to COVID-19 losses – but families must make the difficult decision by July 
15th. Education Law Center attorney Margie Wakelin explains the pros, cons and tight deadline. 
Then, we’re joined by Vicki Landers, founder of Disability Pride PA, to discuss the importance 
of inclusivity and accessibility for the disability community. Alongside her, elite paratriathlete 
and coach Kelly Worrell talks about the upcoming Paralympics and the world of adaptive sports. 
Finally, the incredibly talented Cam Anthony, winner of The Voice, joins us after his recent 
performance with the Philly Pops to discuss his North Philadelphia roots and plans for the future.

Radio Times
A four-day work week?
August 6, 2021 60 Minutes 10:00 am

As more people consider what a flexible workplace looks like, the concept of a four-day 
workweek is growing in popularity. Several companies in the US are already experimenting with 
the model. Guest host Kevin McCorry talks with Penn State Abington professor LONNIE 
GOLDEN about the pros, cons and possibilities for a new schedule for American workers.

https://whyy.org/programs/radio-times/
https://whyy.org/programs/radio-times/


HEALTH ISSUES

Radio Times
Brain health 
July 13, 2021 60 Minutes 10:00 am
We're learning more about how to keep our brains healthy for longer. Thomas Jefferson University 
doctors Andrew Newberg and Daniel Monti share the latest science and the best ways to optimize brain 
health. Their new book is Brain Weaver: Creating the Fabric for a Healthy Mind through Integrative 
Medicine.

Radio Times
‘The Big Vape’ 
August 12, 2021 60 Minutes 10:00 am
On a smoking break, two Stanford University students dreamed up a way to help people quit. They came 
up the Juul e-cigarette, a small device that would deliver vaporized nicotine. Time Magazine health 
correspondent JAMIE DUCHARME charts the story of Juul from its roots trying to help people kick the 
habit into a $38 billion company that partnered with Big Tobacco and ended up hooking teenagers on 
vaping. Her book is The Big Vape: The Incendiary Rise of Juul.

Radio Times
Back to school and the mask mandate 
September 2, 2021 60 Minutes 10:00 am
Most K-12 schools have reopened, and students have returned to classrooms after the summer break. 
Unfortunately, though, the COVID pandemic is still raging and poses a looming threat, particularly for 
kids under 12 unable to be vaccinated. On Tuesday, Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf announced a 
statewide mask mandate for all schools and childcare centers.  We start off our hour talking with 
Pennsylvania’s Acting Secretary of Health ALISON BEAM about the decision to mandate masks for 
students, teachers, and staff in private and public schools and what the response has been. Then, we talk 
with pediatrician DAVID RUBIN, director of the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia PolicyLab, about 
how to keep students safe at school while COVID infection rates remain high and vaccines are only 
available to adolescents. And we learn about the Philly Teen Vaxx program, an effort by teens to 
encourage their peers to get vaccinated. A Philly Teen Vaxx ambassador [TBA] and the program co-
creator DIANNA COLEMAN join us.

ENVIRONMENT/SCIENCE

Radio Times
The deep ocean, hurricanes and climate change. 
July 6, 2021 60 Minutes 10:00 am
Marine biologist HELEN SCALES takes us down to the deep ocean, some 12,000 feet underwater where 
no sunlight can penetrate. She says we are just beginning to explore this dark abyss inhabited by 
incredible creatures like diving sperm whales, bioluminescent jellyfish, sea cucumbers nicknamed 
“gummy squirrels,” nine foot long worms and sneezing sponges. This hour, Scales talks about this 
uncharted world, its biodiversity and the threat of climate change, human trash and plastic pollution, oil 
spills and deep sea mining. Her book is The Brilliant Abyss: Exploring the Majestic Hidden Life of the 
Deep Ocean, and the Looming Threat That Imperils It. But first, Stony Brook University professor 

https://whyy.org/programs/radio-times/
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KEVIN REED joins us to discuss the upcoming hurricane season and the connection between climate 
change and extreme tropical storms.

POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT

Radio Times
The racist origins of the Second Amendment 
July 2, 2021 60 Minutes 10:00 am
Emory University historian CAROL ANDERSON argues that the origins of the Second Amendment 
were based more on a "fundamental fear of Black people" than fear of government tyranny. The "well-
regulated militia" clause was more reflective of white colonists wanting to police Black people and 
wanting to be armed because they feared slave revolts. Guest host Tracey Matisak talks with Anderson 
about the impact of the Second Amendment on African Americans from slavery to the present. Her new 
book is The Second: Race and Guns in a Fatally Unequal America.

Radio Times
Exiting Afghanistan and what we’re leaving behind
July 7, 2021 60 Minutes 10:00 am
The U.S. military has begun to drawdown troops in Afghanistan ahead of the September 11th deadline 
President Biden set for ending the more than two-decades long war. In recent months, however, the 
Taliban has quickly regained ground in over 120 districts, and civilian casualties have increased 
alongside serious humanitarian concerns. This hour, we discuss what’s happening in Afghanistan as U.S. 
troops begin to withdraw with New York Times correspondent DAVID ZUCCHINO. We’ll also talk 
with author and former U.S. Marine ELLIOT ACKERMAN, an Afghanistan veteran critical of the way 
the U.S. is pulling out of the country. We’ll shine a spotlight on the potential fate of Afghan interpreters 
who worked alongside the U.S., whose lives are now at risk if they are left behind after American forces 
exit.

Radio Times
The fight for reproductive freedom
August 5, 2021 60 Minutes 10:00 am
Abortion restrictions are spreading in Republican-led state legislatures. Several states, including Texas 
and Tennessee, have enacted bans on abortion after 6 weeks, before most women know they are pregnant. 
A Mississippi law banning almost all abortions after 15 weeks, including in cases of rape or incest, is 
before the Supreme Court this fall and that decision could upend a woman’s right to choose. Almost three 
decades ago, reproductive rights attorney KATHRYN KOLBERT argued Planned Parenthood v. Casey 
before the High Court. That decision in favor of Planned Parenthood is credited with saving Roe v. Wade 
and the right to an abortion in America. Kolbert joins us to talk about the history of the fight for 
reproductive justice and the current legal challenges facing abortion rights in states and before the 
Supreme Court. Her new book, co-authored with Julie Kay, is Controlling Women: What We Must Do 
to Save Reproductive Freedom.

Fresh Air
'The State Must Provide' Is A Lesson On Inequality In Higher Ed, Past And Present 
August 16, 2021 30 minutes 1:30 pm
Journalist Adam Harris explains how the higher education system has been built on an uneven foundation 
from the start — and how slavery, segregation and racism have stymied Black education.


