
WCBS-TV Quarterly Issues/Program Report – October 10, 2015 

Attached are the listings of broadcast segments and stories that reflect Channel 2’s significant 

programming treatment of ascertained community issues during the preceding three-month 

period. 

Time period of day, day of week, source and format descriptions follow the first appearance of 

the broadcast name. Date references refer to broadcast days. All times given are approximate.  

Programs 

CBS 2 News This Morning, CBS 2 News at Noon, CBS 2 News at 5:00, CBS 2 News at 6:00, 

CBS 2 News at 11:00, CBS 2 News Saturday, CBS 2 News Sunday - Regularly scheduled news 

broadcasts focusing on current issues and events. 

60 Minutes - Regularly scheduled one-hour weekly broadcast featuring in-depth interviews and 

reports of various lengths and topics. Sunday, 7 - 8 p.m. 

Face the Nation - Regularly scheduled half hour news broadcast featuring reports and interviews 

with government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news.   

Sunday, 10:30 – 11 a.m.  

McLaughlin Group - Regularly scheduled half-hour show featuring reports and interviews with 

government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news. Sunday, 11 – 11:30 a.m. 

48 Hours – Regularly scheduled news broadcast. Saturday, 10 - 11 p.m. 

Eye on New York – half hour weekly broadcast featuring community events, health, politics, 

technology, education, and entertainment, and will also the most talked about news stories of the 

week. Sunday, 6:30 a.m. 

“Health Watch” – features of varying lengths focusing on health related issues, the latest in 

medical research and treatments, and other health related topics. 

“Money Watch” – features of varying lengths focusing on the latest in the economy along with 

tips and ways to save money. 

Public Service Announcements- WCBS-TV continues its tradition of airing and sponsoring 

PSAs. PSAs in rotation stem from various organizations such as, Susan G. Komen Greater New 

York City, Safer City Campaign, Summer Streets, Brooklyn Public Library, Tunnel to Towers, 

The Make-A-Wish-Foundation of Metro New York, Food Bank NYC, Stephen Siller 

Foundation, NYC, New York City Department of Transportation Vision Zero, Lupus 

Foundation, New Alternatives for Children, Catholic Charities, City Harvest, Texting and 

Driving, Project Roadblock (drunk driving prevention), Ad Council, and United Way. 

  



Health: Topics in this category include: Topics in this category include: Legionnaires’ outbreak 

affected over 30 people and caused two deaths in the South Bronx.  Legionella bacteria was 

found in water coolers throughout the South Bronx; The smoking rate in NYC has decreased 

significantly since 2014 and Mumps were found in the Rockaways and affected over 20 adults. 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  7/1 Anchor Mary Calvi reports the first time this season 

West Nile Virus has been detected in Mosquitos in New York City.  The Health Department 

found them in Glen Oaks, Queens and New Dorp Beach Staten Island.  7/6 Anchor Chris 

Wragge reports scientists are testing whether a pill can prevent type one diabetes.  The 

international study is being funded by the National Institute of Health and is tracking 400 adults 

and children at possible risk for developing the disease.  7/31 Anchor Dick Brennan reports the 

city found cooling towers are the source for the deadly outbreak of Legionnaires’ disease in the 

South Bronx.  One of the towers was located at Lincoln Hospital and the other at Concourse 

Plaza Complex.  46 cases of the disease have now been confirmed.  9/9 Anchor Chris Wragge 

reports New York City Health Department has passed a rule that require restaurant chains with 

more than 15 locations to put salt shaker symbols on the menus next to items that have at least 

2300 milligrams of sodium, the recommended maximum daily intake. This is the first rule of its 

kind in the country.  9/17 Anchor Chris Wragge reports the smoking rate has decreased in the 

state of New York. A study in 2014 showed fewer than 900 thousand adults smoked which is 

down from one million the year before.  9/29 Anchor Mary Calvi reports on a new Legionnaires’ 

scare in the Bronx where seven people are now sick with the potentially deadly bacteria.  This 

comes after a deadly outbreak in the South Bronx this summer.  CBS 2 NEWS AT NOON:  7/7 

Anchor Chris Wragge reports on a new study that found heart disease is the reason men have 

shorter life expectancies than women.  Research has shown Cardiovascular Disease is the main 

cause of death for middle aged men and early seniors.  7/29 Anchor Dick Brennan reports on a 

Legionnaires’ Outbreak in the Bronx section of the city.  Thirty one people have been diagnosed 

and two people have died.  All of the cases are in the South Bronx and have developed since July 

10.  The Health Department does not know where the outbreak is coming from as of yet.  CBS 2 

NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  7/16 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports the more time people spend on their 

smart phone the more likely they are to be depressed.  A study conducted by Northwestern 

University found that the average daily phone usage for depressed people is 68 minutes but only 

17 minutes for non-depressed individuals.  8/5 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports Governor 

Cuomo’s girlfriend Sandra Lee is in Lenox Hill Hospital due to complications from her double 

mastectomy.  8/7 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports how earaches for any child can be painful and 

parents may worry about what medicine is best to give their kids.  A new warning from the Food 

and Drug Administration claims that some pediatricians and pharmacists are giving out 

unapproved medicine.  The guidelines from the Academy of Pediatrics recommend treating ear 

pain with over-the-counter pain medicine and not using antibiotics unless your child has a high 

fever or fluid buildup.   



8/25 Medical Reporter Dr. Max Gomez reports that as we age our ability to process complex 

thoughts to learn and remember things known as our cognitive function tends to decline and if it 

declines enough, it’s mild cognitive impairment which is sometimes a precursor to Alzheimer’s 

disease.  9/3 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports on another cluster of Legionnaires’ disease in the 

South Bronx.  The New York City Health Department says a fourth resident of the Melrose 

House has contracted the disease. The water system at one building tested positive for Legionella 

bacteria.  9/22 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports Sandra Lee, the girlfriend of Governor Cuomo 

has announced she is free of cancer after she struggled with an infection after her double 

mastectomy surgery.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  7/7 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports that a 

free immunization clinic in Southern New Jersey was shut down after children were reportedly 

given the wrong vaccines.  This clinic is based in Mannington Township and the program “shots 

for tots” was then closed by health officials following the incident.  7/13 Anchor Dana Tyler 

reports that by using more specific name ID’s for newborns in hospital nurseries it may help 

reduce medical errors.  According to a new study conducted at Montefiore Health System in the 

Bronx researchers analyzed how often doctors order tests, procedures or drugs for a newborn and 

then quickly change the name and place the same order for a different newborn.  Researchers 

found that by hospitals including the mother’s name along with the newborns errors could be 

eliminated by a third.  9/1 Anchor Dana Tyler reports on an Upper East Side school that was re-

opened today to faculty after a Legionnaire’s Bacteria scare.  The Health Department conducted 

tests over a weekend inside a cooling tower located at The Convent of the Sacred Heart and 

cleared the school to open next week as scheduled.  9/1 A successful surgery for a deer that was 

hit with an arrow in New Jersey.  The doe had been seen frequently in the Marlboro Area with an 

arrow in its muzzle and wildlife experts were able to attract the deer to private property where it 

was tranquilized.  Veterinarians cut the arrow but left the arrowhead in place.  They said 

removing it could have caused further injury.  The deer now appears to be in good health.  CBS 

2 NEWS AT 11:00 PM:  9/15 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports cases of the Mumps have been 

found in the Rockaways.  The Health Department says the number of confirmed and probable 

cases has gone from three to 20.  This particular cluster of cases has spread between July and 

September and most of the cases have been among adults.  CBS 2 NEWS SATURDAY:  7/25 

Anchor Cindy Hsu reports on a major change that could soon be prompted for U.S. food labels 

by the Food and Drug Administration.  They are requesting food labels to include the amounts of 

added sugar and recommended consumption levels.  The move has been encouraged by health 

advocates but opposed by many food and beverage companies.  8/22 Anchor Diane Macedo 

reports on a health alert for men who use Viagra that the drug could increase the risk of getting 

deadly melanoma.  CBS 2 NEWS SUNDAY:  8/16 Anchor Andrea Grymes reports that most 

children in the tristate area head back to school in a few weeks and now is the time experts 

recommend parents address back to school anxiety with their children.   

 



Government and Politics:  Topics in this category include: Lilliam Barrios-Paoli, former 

deputy mayor left the de Blasio Administration making her the highest ranking departure in the 

mayor’s 20 month tenure at City Hall.  She served for four city mayors; Donald Trump, 

Republican presidential contender made controversial comments on illegal immigration and New 

York City announced its safety plan upon Pope Francis’s arrival. 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  7/24 Anchor Mary Calvi reports on a federal criminal 

investigation into Hillary Clinton’s use of a private email account while Secretary of State.  Two 

federal inspectors general are asking the justice department to open a criminal inquiry to see if its 

sensitive government information was mishandled.  Last month an inspector general found 

Clinton’s private email account did contain hundreds of potentially classified emails.  Hillary has 

maintained she never emailed classified information through the account.  7/28 Anchor Diane 

Macedo reports that Mayor de Blasio vows to get more aggressive after a spike in violent 

panhandling and homelessness in New York City.  9/7 Anchor Andrea Grymes reports Governor 

Cuomo will lead a delegation of state and city politicians on a trip to Puerto Rico.  Cuomo is 

expected to travel to Puerto Rico this afternoon after marching in the West Indian Day Parade 

that was held in Brooklyn.  City Comptroller, Scott Stringer and Council Speaker, Melissa Mark 

Viverito are among the leaders traveling with the governor.  The group will meet with Puerto 

Rican leaders to discuss the territory’s economic and health care problems. 9/29 Anchor Mary 

Calvi reports on an update of the 87 year old woman who was mistakenly declared dead and lost 

her health benefits.  New York Senator Kirsten Gillibrand contacted the woman after seeing her 

story air on CBS 2, within two hours Selma Cohen’s Medicaid coverage was restored.  CBS 2 

NEWS AT NOON:  9/1 Anchor Mary Calvi reports New York City’s Deputy Mayor who is 

overseeing homelessness and health care is leaving the de Blasio Administration at the end of 

this month.  Lilliam Barrios-Paoli will become volunteer chairwoman of the board of health and 

hospitals corporation.  It’s the highest ranking departure of the mayor’s 20 month tenure at City 

Hall.  Barrios-Paoli has served four city mayors.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  7/9 Anchor 

Maurice DuBois reports that Donald Trump is not backing down from his controversial 

comments on illegal immigration.  The Republican presidential contender stood by his claim that 

the Mexican government is shipping drug dealers and rapists to the United States during 

television interviews yesterday.  8/5 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports Governor Cuomo’s 

girlfriend Sandra Lee is in Lenox Hill Hospital with complications from her double mastectomy.  

8/17 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports the Department of Motor vehicles in NY and NJ are going 

high-tech to crack down on license fraud.  New York and New Jersey are the first states using 

facial recognition software to bust illegal drivers at the DMV.  8/7 Anchor Maurice DuBois 

reports John F. Kennedy airport is getting an eight point nine million dollar makeover courtesy 

of the federal government.  Senators Schumer and Gillibrand announced the plans today and the 

money will go toward airfield and runway upgrades that are believed to reduce runway wait 

times and improve safety.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  7/30 Anchor Dana Tyler reports life 

after Super Storm Sandy remains a struggle for thousands of New Jersey residents.  A new study 

shows lingering effects of the rebuilding process have taken a toll on mental health.   



There has been more than 25 thousand people in New Jersey experiencing moderate to severe 

mental distress.  It has also been reported that 14 percent of storm survivors report post-traumatic 

stress symptoms and mold is linked to asthma and mental health issues. 7/31 Anchor Dana Tyler 

reports on New York City’s intense security plan to keep Pope Francis safe when he visits in 

September.  The plan calls for intense sniper teams, frozen zones for cars and pedestrians and 

radiation detectors.  There is even a request to stop subways and commuter trains while he is in 

town.  9/4 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports that one of Komen Greater New York’s mission’s is 

to help the underserved and uninsured women of New York receive funding.  9/28 Anchor Dana 

Tyler reports on an 87 year old woman who was mistakenly declared dead and lost her health 

benefits.  She was unable to convince the city she was alive and could not get her health benefits 

back.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 11:00 PM:  7/9 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports the Federal 

Government will extend social security and veterans benefits to same-sex spouses in all 50 

states.  The announcement was made by Attorney General Loretta Lynch.  Marriage benefits 

have been available to most same-sex couples since 2013 except for those living in states that did 

not recognize marriage equality.  9/3 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports on water concerns in 

Rockland County.  The county is urging residents to voluntarily conserve water.  Rockland’s 

Health Commissioner said reducing water use now will help when fall and winter come.  9/11 

Anchor Maurice DuBois reports on a warning against bathing at dozens of area beaches in 

Suffolk County.  Health officials reported increased levels of bacteria could be in the water at 64 

beaches in the county.  The heavy rainfall is to blame and the beaches are in areas that get heavy 

storm water runoff.  Wading River Beach which was closed on Tuesday due to high levels of 

bacteria remains closed.  CBS 2 NEWS SATURDAY:  7/11 Anchor Cindy Hsu reports that raw 

fish served in New York City restaurants will now have to be frozen first.  The New York City 

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene is implementing the new rules next month.   The 

regulations are in with the Food and Drug Administration’s recommendations. 

 

Consumerism:  Topics in this category include: Salmonella strains were found in cucumbers 

sold nationwide resulted in two deaths; Asbestos fibers were found in crayons and toys causing a 

health hazard for children in the U.S. and three airline companies in the United States are under 

investigation by the government for allegedly working together to make fewer flights and less 

seats to drive up prices. 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  7/4 Reporter Jessica Schneider reports that three airlines 

have confirmed they are part of an investigation including United, Southwest and American 

Airlines.  The government would like to know if the airlines worked together to make fewer 

flights and less seats available in order to drive prices up.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  9/10 

Anchor Kristine Johnson reports on a Salmonella outbreak linked to tainted cucumbers.  A 

second death has been reported due to the nationwide outbreak.  Strains of Salmonella were 

found in cucumbers grown in Mexico and sold by a California company.   



Health officials in Texas say a woman died in late August, an elderly woman in San Diego died 

on August 17
th

 and more than 300 people in 30 states have been sickened including four in New 

York.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM: 7/8 Anchor Dana Tyler reports on a potential health hazard 

for children.  An investigation conducted by the Environmental Working Group found Asbestos 

fibers in crayons and some toys in the United States.  Twenty eight brands were tested and 

Asbestos was found in four crayon boxes.  All of the products were manufactured in China.  

CBS 2 NEWS AT 11:00 PM:  8/28 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports that crime fighting has 

gone high-tech with an application called Nextdoor.  When an alleged thief struck an East 

Village apartment building witnesses posted the video online to warn others.   

 

Crime: Topics in this category include: Major crime rate in NYC is down by six percent and the 

city is on track for fewer than 100 thousand reported major crimes by the end of 2015; Former 

tennis star James Blake was caught in a mistaken identity case which resulted in him being 

slammed to the ground by police and handcuffed; A newborn baby was found dead in the Bronx 

after reportedly being thrown out a seventh floor window.  Her mother is charged with second 

degree murder and manslaughter. 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  7/17 Anchor Chris Wragge reports former Staten Island 

Congressman Michael Grimm is sentenced on a tax fraud charge.  Grimm pleaded guilty last 

December.  Prosecutors say the congressman hid more than a million dollars in sales while 

running a health food restaurant on the Upper East Side in Manhattan.  Federal prosecutors want 

him sentenced to federal prison for two and half years.  7/23 Anchor Dick Brennan reports a 

leading New York lawmaker has been convicted of lying to the FBI about arranging a high 

paying job for his son.  Prosecutors say Thomas Libous, the Senate’s deputy majority leader lied 

in 2010 to agents who were investigating the government corruption.  The agents asked how 

Libous’ son Matthew got a 150 thousand dollar a year job with a White Plains law firm back in 

2005. Under state law, the felony conviction means he loses his seat.  7/2 Anchor Mary Calvi 

reports the NYPD says the city’s major crime in the city is down overall by six percent.  The city 

is on track for fewer than 100 thousand reported major crimes by the end of 2015.  It’s the first 

time it has been that low since record keeping began more than two decades ago.  Despite the 

overall decrease in major crimes shooting and homicides remain up.  7/5 Anchor Andrea Grymes 

reports on a hate crime investigation on Staten Island.  Police released surveillance photos of two 

suspects wanted for the crime.  Investigators say they assaulted a man while yelling racial slurs 

in the Fox Hills neighborhood on June 19
th

.  The attack happened near Vanderbilt Avenue and 

Targee Street.  CBS 2 NEWS AT NOON:  9/2 Anchor Mary Calvi reports on former wrestling 

superstar Jimmy Superfly Snuka who has been charged with murdering his girlfriend 32 years 

ago.  The victim was from Brooklyn and found dead in a motel room in Allentown, 

Pennsylvania.  Police believe the wrestler beat his girlfriend then denied her medical care.  They 

built their case partly on statements from Snuka’s autobiography that came out three years ago.   



8/5 Anchor Mary Calvi reports the NYPD is searching for a serial burglar who police said was 

caught on surveillance cameras and has burglarized six homes in the past six months in midtown 

Manhattan.  The suspect has stolen money, jewelry, and electronics.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 

PM:  9/21 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports former tennis star James Blake was mistaken for the 

wrong person and tackled to the ground by NYPD.  Blake was slammed to the ground and 

handcuffed by police outside of his hotel.  The officer involved has been placed on desk duty.  

CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  9/29 Anchor Dana Tyler reports on a newborn found dead in the 

Bronx.  The mother was charged with second degree murder and manslaughter.  It is believed the 

newborn was thrown from a seventh floor window of an apartment.  CBS 2 NEWS 

SATURDAY:  9/5 Anchor Diane Macedo reports on a tourist who was sexually abused in the 

middle of the afternoon in Central Park.  Police are warning the public and have surveillance 

video of the suspect.  CBS 2 NEWS SUNDAY:  8/23 Anchor Andrea Grymes reports the NYPD 

is searching for a man who threw chemicals on a woman’s face in Long Island City.  Police said 

the victim was left badly burned.  8/30 Anchor Diane Macedo reports on an investigation at 

Rutgers University involving students in a sexual assault and another incident where a victim 

was reportedly hit in the arm with what may have been a bullet.   

 

Education:  Topics in this category include: A tuition increase for Rutgers University next year; 

Governor Cuomo ordered a complete review of the common core curriculum and gave the board 

until January to present new recommendations of improvements and New York City conducted 

an investigation into private schools in Hasidic communities to make sure instruction levels of 

basic math and English are the same as the public schools. 

 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  7/24 Anchor Dick Brennan reports the federal government 

has given New Jersey approval to keep using its new teacher evaluation system.  The U.S. 

Department of Education informed New Jersey and six other states that they can continue 

practices that vary from the federal “No Child Left Behind Education,” Law.  New Jersey’s new 

system rates educators through a combination of classroom observations, student performance on 

standardized tests and other factors.  8/20 Anchor Mary Calvi reports New York City will offer 

45 hundred half day pre-kindergarten slots this year. This is a sharp reduction from last year 

when the city offered fewer than 15 thousand half-day slots.  9/4 Anchor Chris Wragge reports 

Governor Cuomo has ordered a complete review of New York’s common core curriculum.  

Cuomo said the standards are not working and need to be fixed.  The governor would like the 

panel to present new recommendations by January.  CBS 2 NEWS AT NOON:  8/6 Anchor 

Chris Wragge reports the department of education has put together a task force made up of 

administrators and auditors to eliminate cheating by teachers and administrators at city schools. 

The task force will oversee staff monitoring and school data for irregularities and if anything 

suspicious is found it will be reported to the city’s special commissioner of the investigation.  

This is in response to recent allegations of grade inflation, forged test answers and the passing of 

students who rarely attend class.   



CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  8/12 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports on the results of common 

core testing in New York and students third from eighth  grade scores were up in math from last 

year as well as English.   
The Education Department also announced twenty percent of students opted out of common core 

testing.  9/4 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports on a hazing scandal at Susan E. Wagner High 

School in Staten Island involving the football team.  The city department of education is 

investigating allegations during a summer camp in upstate New York where players were 

allegedly hit with a broom, shot at with BB guns and had phallic symbols drawn on them.  CBS 

2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  8/24 Anchor Dana Tyler reports New York City education officials are 

investigating the level of secular education at private schools serving Hasidic communities.  

They want to make sure instruction is up to the most basic standards since critics say secular 

education at Yeshivas is so inadequate that students never learn fluent English or basic math.  

The state law mandates that instruction in private schools must be at the same level as the area’s 

public schools.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 11:00 PM:  7/17 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports Rutgers 

University tuition will increase in 2016 for students.  The board of governors voted to raise the 

tuition fees by two point three percent.  The hike was necessary to offset rising costs and 

decreasing operating money from the state of New Jersey.  CBS 2 NEWS SATURDAY:  7/11 

Anchor Andrea Grymes reports on a new study that suggests those who receive a higher 

education after high school are more likely to have a healthier lifestyle and live longer due to 

higher income and mental health is also described as more stable.   

 

 


