
WCBS-TV Quarterly Issues/Program Report –October 10, 2014 

Attached are the listings of broadcast segments and stories that reflect Channel 2’s significant 

programming treatment of ascertained community issues during the preceding three-month 

period. 

Time period of day, day of week, source and format descriptions follow the first appearance of 

the broadcast name. Date references refer to broadcast days. All times given are approximate.  

Programs 

CBS 2 News This Morning, CBS 2 News at Noon, CBS 2 News at 5:00, CBS 2 News at 6:00, 

CBS 2 News at 11:00, CBS 2 News Saturday, CBS 2 News Sunday - Regularly scheduled news 

broadcasts focusing on current issues and events. 

60 Minutes - Regularly scheduled one-hour weekly broadcast featuring in-depth interviews and 

reports of various lengths and topics. Sunday, 7 - 8 p.m. 

Face the Nation - Regularly scheduled half hour news broadcast featuring reports and interviews 

with government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news.  

Sunday, 10:30 – 11 a.m.  

McLaughlin Group - Regularly scheduled half hour show featuring reports and interviews with 

government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news. Sunday, 11 – 11:30 a.m. 

48 Hours – Regularly scheduled news broadcast. Saturday, 10 - 11 p.m. 

Eye on New York – half hour weekly broadcast featuring community events, health, politics, 

technology, education, and entertainment, and will also the most talked about news stories of the 

week. Sunday, 6:30 a.m. 

“Health Watch” – features of varying lengths focusing on health related issues, the latest in 

medical research and treatments, and other health related topics. 

“Money Watch” – features of varying lengths focusing on the latest in the economy along with 

tips and ways to save money. 

Public Service Announcements- WCBS-TV continues its tradition of airing and sponsoring 

PSAs. PSAs in rotation stem from various organizations such as The Make-A-Wish-Foundation 

of Metro New York, Food Bank NYC, Susan G. Komen Greater NYC, JDRF, Juvenile Diabetes 

Research Foundation,  Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers, The Valerie Fund, City Harvest, Project 

Roadblock (drunk driving prevention), and The Partnership at DrugFree.org, American Heart 

Association, Ad Council, and United Way. 

  



Health:  Topics in this category include: patients infected with Ebola virus arrives in the United 

States to JFK Airport; a new breakthrough in diagnosing Alzheimer’s disease; an emergency 

response drill conducted by NYC Health Department in preparation for a possible Anthrax 

attack; and serious complications of the flu that can affect 35 percent of children. 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  7/11 Anchor Mary Calvi reports on contaminated drinking 

water in Bloomfield, New Jersey with E-Coli Bacteria (Escherichia coli.)  The water department 

in that area asked its residents to boil their drinking water to avoid possible illnesses.  E-Coli 

bacteria can pose a special health risk for young children and people with severely comprised 

immune systems.  8/6 Anchor Chris Wragge reports on an Ebola scare at JFK Airport.  Doctors 

from the Centers for Disease Control and the FDNY greeted an international flight with a patient 

on board from Abu Dhabi.  The passenger was suffering from seizures but after treated him the 

Center for Disease Control said he was not affected with Ebola.  New York City Health 

commissioner said JFK Airport has isolation rooms prepared for these types of emergencies.  9/4 

Anchor Mary Calvi reports on Joan Rivers’ who went into cardiac arrest during an outpatient 

procedure at a doctor’s office.  She stopped breathing and was rushed to Mount Sinai Hospital 

where she remained on life support and later was pronounced dead.  New York City Health 

Department is investigating the circumstances surrounding her outpatient procedure. Joan Rivers 

was 81 years old.   CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  7/14 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports that 

researchers have found a smell test might be a way for doctors to diagnose early stages of 

Alzheimer’s disease.  Since, a loss of smell is connected to part of the brain that is first impacted 

by the disease and currently, doctors can only diagnose Alzheimer’s once it has caused 

significant brain damage which the test would prove.  Anchor Maurice DuBois reports on the 

Ebola virus outbreak in Africa that is killing hundreds of people. There is no treatment or cure 

for the virus and some are calling it the worst outbreak in history.  8/1 Anchor Kristine Johnson 

reports that New York City’s health department conducted a special emergency response drill to 

prepare for a possible Anthrax attack on the city. As many as 15 hundred staffers from more than 

a dozen city agencies participated and they practiced setting up temporary locations where 

medication would be distributed to the public in the case of an attack.  The drill was said to be 

the largest no-notice emergency response exercise in the city’s history since most of the workers 

were notified that day. The health department stressed it did not have any information on an 

immediate threat.  8/1 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports that two Americans have been infected 

with the Ebola virus.  Dr. Kent Brantly and Nancy Writebol contracted the disease while 

working with infected patients in Liberia and are being flown back to the United States for 

treatment.  They will be treated in a special isolation unit in Atlanta, Georgia’s Emory University 

Hospital.  This virus has killed more than seven hundred people.  8/4  Anchor Maurice DuBois 

reports on a new health study that shows one in three children are at risk for developing serious 

complications of the flu this season.  According to research in the journal of Pediatrics shows 

that 35 percent of children can develop serious complications including Pneumonia and children 

with Neurological and Neuromuscular conditions are most at risk.  8/5 Anchor Maurice DuBois 

reports on a rat infestation in Ridgewood, New Jersey.  The unwanted rodents have been 



roaming around and the town is urging officials to get rid of them.  8/8 Anchor Kristine Johnson 

reports on the first human case of West Nile this year. The department of health confirmed a case 

involving a 49 year old Gloucester County resident.  The patient was hospitalized and is now 

recovering at home.  The person was exposed to the virus while doing yard work and other 

outdoor activities at home.  Last year, there were 12 cases of West Nile virus in New Jersey and 

two deaths.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  7/11 Anchor Dana Tyler reports West Nile virus has 

resurfaced in Suffolk County.  The health department has identified the first case of the virus 

found in a collected Mosquito.  No people have tested positive as of yet.  7/15 Anchor Dana 

Tyler reports that if a bill is passed smoking could be banned on some beaches in Long Island.  

8/5 Anchor Dana Tyler reports on a patient at Mount Sinai Hospital in Manhattan who is being 

treated with Ebola like symptoms.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 11:00 PM: 7/28 Anchor Kristine Johnson 

reports fifteen people in New York City have been hospitalized with severe adverse reactions to 

Synthetic Marijuana. 8/28 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports that the National Institute of Health 

in Maryland will start testing an experimental vaccine to treat Ebola on 20 healthy volunteers.  

The trial has been fast tracked because of the health emergency in Africa caused by the virus that 

currently does not have a cure.  

 

Government and Politics:  Topics in this category include: John Degnan appointed as head of 

Port Authority by Governor Christie a month after his predecessor resigned after the bridge 

scandal; Staten Island Representative Michael Grimm, faces federal tax evasion and fraud 

charges related to his operation of his former health food restaurant; and Governor Cuomo takes 

his first international trip to Israel since he has been in office in 2011. 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  7/12 Anchor Chris Wragge reports on a possible strike for 

the Long Island Rail Road since the MTA and the Union has been unable to reach an agreement 

over salary increase for employees.  8/12  Anchor Mary Calvi reports on New York Governor, 

Andrew Cuomo’s two-day visit to Israel.  The purpose of the trip is to meet with Israeli 

Government officials and with former New Yorker’s who now live in Israel to re-affirm New 

York’s friendship and support.  This marks the governor’s first international trip since he took 

office in 2011.  9/2 Anchor Mary Calvi reports Michael Grimm, a Staten Island Representative, 

faces Federal tax evasion and fraud charges related to the operation of his former health food 

restaurant.  The Republican Grimm is running for re-election on November 4, 2014.  9/3 Anchor 

Chris Wragge reports that higher education may become more affordable if the Bank on Students 

Emergency Loan Refinancing Act is passed.  The Act will allow student loan borrower’s to 

refinance existing student loans at today’s interest rate, which is often lower than what they are 

currently. CBS 2 NEWS AT NOON:  9/10 Anchor Mary Calvi reports New Jersey’s Monmouth 

Park Race Track could become the first state to begin taking sports bets.  This is after Governor 

Christie’s office issued a directive saying sports betting at race tracks and casinos would no 

longer be considered illegal.  Christie says that government will have no role in regulating or 

taxing sports bets.   



9/24 Anchor Mary Calvi reports on more lay-offs in Atlantic City, New Jersey initiated by the 

local government.  City officials plan to ask the state for more lay-offs this stems after four of 

twelve casinos have been closed over the past couple months.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  

7/15 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports that in the event of the Long Island Railroad going on 

strike small businesses make carpool arrangements for employees. 8/19 Anchor Maurice DuBois 

reports that photos that has surfaced of the American journalist James Foley, who was beheaded 

as retaliation for United States airstrikes in Iraq.  James Foley, was kidnapped in Syria two years 

ago.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  9/18 Anchor Dana Tyler reports that New Jersey Transit and 

the Port Authority will receive one point five billion dollars from the Federal Government to 

make repairs caused by Hurricane Sandy and shield themselves from future storms. The majority 

of funds will go towards NJ Transit to fund projects like Electrical grid updates and the Port 

Authority’s share will go towards projects including building a sea wall near the Path 

maintenance facility in Harrison.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 11:00 PM:  8/4  Anchor Maurice DuBois 

reports on a two year civil rights investigation on how violence is being used by staff and other 

inmates on teen males at Rikers Island.  The investigation was conducted by New York’s Justice 

Department and found that correction officers and supervisors use violence as a form of 

punishment on teen males.  The Department of Conduct Commissioner, Joe Ponte released a 

statement saying “excessive use of force is absolutely unacceptable and will not be tolerated.”  

CBS 2 NEWS SATURDAY:  8/1 Anchor Diane Macedo reports on a possible strike for the 

Metropolitan Opera, employees are expected to rally outside Lincoln Center.  Labor talks with 

the unions have been extended for 72 hours averting a lockout threatened by the general 

manager.  The delay was requested by a federal mediator, thousands of company members had 

faced the prospect of losing their paychecks and health care at midnight if the general manager 

acted on his threat to lock them out.  8/30 Anchor Diane Macedo reports on an Islamic Terrorist 

group, Isis, whose threats are prompting Britain to raise their terror threat to severe.  The United 

Kingdom government believes hundreds of Isis fighters are British including the terrorist who 

beheaded the American Journalist, James Foley.   

 

Consumerism:  Topics in this category include: a high chair recall to prevent falls and 

strangulation and software that allows hackers to steal consumers’ financial data may have 

infected thousands of retailers computers. 

 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  7/25 Anchor Diane Macedo reports on a popular high chair 

recall.  The Consumer Product Safety Commission recalled the high chair to prevent falls and 

possible strangulation.  A child’s body could slip through a side opening on the chair and could 

get trapped at the neck.  No injuries have been reported.  CBS 2 NEWS SATURDAY:  8/23 

Anchor Andrea Grymes reports more than a thousand retailers could be infected with malicious 

software lurking in their cash register computers.   



The Department of Homeland Security says the software allows hackers to steal consumers’ 

financial data.  The government is urging businesses to scan their point-of-sale systems for 

software known as back off and quickly remove it.  

 

Crime: Topics in this category include: a group of people replaced American flags from the 

Brooklyn Bridge with white flags; the investigation of the death of Eric Garner and whether 

excessive police force was the cause; four men carjacked and killed a 26 year old taxi driver in 

the Bronx could face the death penalty; and an innocent pedestrian struck by a cyclist in Central 

Park died. 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  7/29 Anchor Diane Macedo reports that residents in a quiet 

Rockland County neighborhood woke up with racial epithets and profanity spray painted on cars 

and driveways and car tires were also slashed.  Two of the cars spray painted were from the same 

family, it is unclear if that family was targeted or the crime was random. CBS 2 NEWS AT 

NOON:  8/1 Anchor Mary Calvi reports that a medical examiner ruled a police officer’s 

chokehold to be the cause of death for a father in Staten Island.  Whether or not the officer 

involved will be charged with the crime is unclear.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  7/25 Anchor 

Kristine Johnson reports that at least four people climbed the Brooklyn Bridge removed 

American flags from the bridge and replaced them with white flags.  They were caught on video 

and police took DNA evidence from the scene.  9/22 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports the 

innocent pedestrian struck by a cyclist in Central Park has died.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM: 

8/14 Anchor Dana Tyler reports a husband was fatally stabbed outside his estranged wife’s house 

in New Jersey.  The couple was separated and police believe the husband showed up at the house 

and another man was there.  There have been no arrests as of yet.  9/3 Anchor Dana Tyler reports 

an elderly man from Bergen County killed his wife, brother-in-law, and himself, the motive for 

the murders is unknown and the couple’s home health aide heard the shots and called 911.  

Prosecutors said the elderly man suffered from depression.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 11:00 PM:  8/19 

Anchor Kristine Johnson reports four men allegedly carjacked and killed a taxi driver from the 

Bronx.  The four men involved in the murder are being charged with carjacking and intent to 

cause death and could also face the death penalty.  The taxi driver was 26 years of age.  CBS 2 

NEWS SATURDAY:  8/21 Anchor Cindy Hsu reports on the death of a Staten Island man, Eric 

Garner whose death is being investigated since he died while in police custody.  An investigation 

has been launched to determine whether or not police used excessive force.  

Education:  Topics in this category include: a dress code crackdown defended by the 

Department of Education at a high school in Staten Island; Nine pre-kindergarten schools in New 

York City failed health and safety inspections; and a high school football player dies after 

collapsing during practice on a humid day at a high school in Staten Island. 

 



CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  9/2 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports that nine New York City pre-

kindergarten schools remain closed a couple days before classes are scheduled to resume. These 

schools failed their health and safety inspections and students enrolled in them will be 

temporarily enrolled in different schools.  9/2 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports that a Staten 

Island high school football star died during practice after collapsing on the field. It was a humid 

day and the Department of Education is investigating if enough was done to prevent the deadly 

practice. 9/8 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports on a dress code crackdown at a high school in 

Staten Island.  Some students were told their shorts were too short and were held in the gym until 

their parents brought them a change of clothes.   The Department of Education defends the 

crackdown by stating that students cannot wear clothing that creates a distraction.  CBS 2 

NEWS SUNDAY: 8/23 Anchor Cindy Hsu reports that 11 hundred pre-kindergarten facilities in 

New York City passed their health and safety inspections and will open on time.  Eight schools 

failed their inspections and will fix their violations to be opened by September 4 when school 

begins.  If the schools fail to pass their inspections the students will be temporarily enrolled in 

other schools. 

 


