
WCBS-TV Quarterly Issues/Program Report – January 10, 2015 

Attached are the listings of broadcast segments and stories that reflect Channel 2’s significant 

programming treatment of ascertained community issues during the preceding three-month 

period. 

Time period of day, day of week, source and format descriptions follow the first appearance of 

the broadcast name. Date references refer to broadcast days. All times given are approximate.  

Programs 

CBS 2 News This Morning, CBS 2 News at Noon, CBS 2 News at 5:00, CBS 2 News at 6:00, 

CBS 2 News at 11:00, CBS 2 News Saturday, CBS 2 News Sunday - Regularly scheduled news 

broadcasts focusing on current issues and events. 

60 Minutes - Regularly scheduled one-hour weekly broadcast featuring in-depth interviews and 

reports of various lengths and topics. Sunday, 7 - 8 p.m. 

Face the Nation - Regularly scheduled half hour news broadcast featuring reports and interviews 

with government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news.  

Sunday, 10:30 – 11 a.m.  

McLaughlin Group - Regularly scheduled half hour show featuring reports and interviews with 

government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news. Sunday, 11 – 11:30 a.m. 

48 Hours – Regularly scheduled news broadcast. Saturday, 10 - 11 p.m. 

Eye on New York – half hour weekly broadcast featuring community events, health, politics, 

technology, education, and entertainment, and will also the most talked about news stories of the 

week. Sunday, 6:30 a.m. 

“Health Watch” – features of varying lengths focusing on health related issues, the latest in 

medical research and treatments, and other health related topics. 

“Money Watch” – features of varying lengths focusing on the latest in the economy along with 

tips and ways to save money. 

Public Service Announcements- WCBS-TV continues its tradition of airing and sponsoring 

PSAs. PSAs in rotation stem from various organizations such as The Make-A-Wish-Foundation 

of Metro New York, Food Bank NYC, Stephen Siller Foundation, NYC,  Safer City, NAC, New 

Alternatives for Children, Catholic Charities, City Harvest, Project Roadblock (drunk driving 

prevention), and The Partnership at DrugFree.org, American Heart Association, Ad Council, and 

United Way. 

  



Health:  Topics in this category include: NYC’s first Ebola patient who was successfully treated 

and cleared from Bellevue Hospital; New York State officials monitored all travelers who 

traveled into the city from West Africa as a precautionary of the Ebola virus; and  

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  10/14 Anchor Mary Calvi reports a 26 year old named Nina 

Pham was the first person to contract the Ebola virus in the United States.  She is a nurse in 

Dallas, Texas.  The nurse received a blood transfusion from a doctor in the U.S. who survived 

the disease.  She became infected after caring for Thomas Duncan at a Dallas Hospital.  He died 

of Ebola last week.  10/14 Anchor Mary Calvi reports New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio has 

announced the city is prepared to deal with the Ebola outbreak and the city’s health care system 

has been preparing for weeks in the case the virus hits New York.  Hospitals are also using 

enhanced security when reviewing questionable cases.  10/15 Anchor Chris Wragge reports due 

to a growing rabid raccoon problem in Staten Island an unusual program is underway.  Last year 

alone there were nearly 50 documented cases.  A rabies vaccine is in fish-scented bait and is 

being dropped by helicopter on the Island’s West and South Shores and some rural areas in the 

North and East Shores.  10/15 Anchor Mary Calvi reports on the third case of Ebola found in 

Texas.  The infected person was a health care worker who tested positive for the disease and also 

assisted in treating the same patient Thomas Duncan who died from Ebola. 10/16 Anchor Chris 

Wragge reports that Newark and John F. Kennedy Airports are both screening passengers from 

West Africa for Ebola symptoms. Passengers arriving from Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone 

will be asked a series of health related questions before having their temperature taken with a 

non-contact thermometer as a pre-caution.  10/24 Anchor Chris Wragge reports on the 

understandable concern in the Upper Manhattan neighborhood where Dr. Spencer, (NYC’s 

Ebola patient) since he was out and about on the subway and bowling before he had any 

symptoms of the virus.  10/31 Anchor Chris Wragge reports more people have gotten the flu shot 

resulting in less people getting sick.  New York City’s health department says they have seen an 

increase of 50% in flu vaccinations this year.  As of now, it is too earlier to know if people are 

getting the vaccine in fear of Ebola or because more vaccines are readily available this year.  

11/6 Anchor Mary Calvi reports on the status of Dr. Spencer, the only patient in New York 

diagnosed with Ebola.  Health officials announced he is getting better and continues to show 

improvement and remains in stable condition.  12/3 Anchor Diane Macedo reports the 

monitoring period for 114 health care workers who cared for and Ebola patient at Bellevue 

Hospital has ended.  Dr. Spencer was the patient who was cleared from the virus and released 

last month.  CBS 2 NEWS AT NOON:  11/6 Anchor Chris Wragge reports that at this time 357 

people in New York City are actively monitored for possible Ebola infections.  These people 

mostly consist of travelers who arrived here from Ebola affected countries in West Africa and so 

far none are showing signs of the virus.  11/8 Anchor Mary Calvi reports that a popular 

children’s flu vaccine might not protect your children from Swine Flu.  A study found that the 

nasal spray version of the flu vaccine had little to no effect in protecting young kids against 

Swine Flu.  It is unclear why it does not work but health officials say it is still okay to use.   



12/3 Anchor Chris Wragge reports Rosa’s Ristorante in Hamilton Township, Mercer County 

where an employee tested positive for Hepatitis A.  The worker handled food and health officials 

recommend people who ate at the restaurant over the last three weeks have urged them to get 

vaccinated for the liver disease.  Hepatitis A is highly contagious but rarely fatal.  CBS 2 NEWS 

AT 5:00 PM:  10/13 Medical Reporter Max Gomez reports on the first person in the United 

States to contract Ebola virus was a nurse in Dallas, Texas.  Hospitals around the country have 

begun procedures to prepare their staff for the virus.  10/14 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports the 

state of New Jersey’s health commissioner is putting hospitals to the test to make sure they are 

prepared for an Ebola outbreak by sending fake patients to hospitals.  The drills are designed to 

make sure the staff can identify potential Ebola patients and handle them according to protocol.  

10/30 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports that 117 people in New York are being monitored by the 

city’s health department.  Somebody reaches out to them and asks them to record their 

temperature twice a day in their home and they are free to roam.  A majority of those being 

monitored are travelers from West Africa as well as medical personnel who treated Dr. Craig 

Spencer, the only New Yorker diagnosed with Ebola.  1/8 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports that a 

teenager girl from Connecticut has lost her bid in court to refuse Chemotherapy since she is only 

17 years of age.  The state has ruled against her plea to not go through with alternative cancer 

treatments.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  10/17 Anchor Dana Tyler reports on the investigation 

launched by the New York state health department for the Yorkville Endoscopy, Upper East Side 

clinic where television legend, Joan Rivers underwent a procedure that resulted in her tragic 

death.  The clinic is now reportedly in danger of losing its accreditation.  11/6 Anchor Kristine 

Johnson reports Yorkville Endoscopy, clinic where Joan Rivers stopped breathing did not meet 

requirements for Medicare and Medicaid coverage.  This information was found during the 

investigation conducted by New York State’s health department.  Inspectors cited issues with 

surgical services, medical staff and patients’ rights.  If these problems are not corrected the 

clinic’s health benefits agreement will end in January.  Joan Rivers died in September from 

complications stemming from a throat procedure.  11/15 Anchor Dana Tyler reports on a new 

FDA approved drug Avastin to be used on women with recurrent Ovarian Cancer in addition to 

Chemotherapy.  The same drug was approved three months ago for the same treatment for 

women with advanced Cervical Cancer.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 11:00 PM: 10/20 Anchor Cindy 

Hsu reports that New York City officials have stepped up safety measures in the event Ebola 

reaches the city.  10/23 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports that NYC has confirmed its first case of 

Ebola. A doctor who was treating patients with the virus has tested positive for the disease.  

Once, he felt the symptoms of Ebola he contacted health authorities and he was escorted to 

Bellevue Hospital and being kept in isolation where he is being treated.  CBS 2 NEWS 

SATURDAY:  11/30 Anchor Diane Macedo reports on Mario Cuomo, former Governor of New 

York who is in a Manhattan hospital undergoing treatment for a heart condition.  Mario Cuomo 

is 82 years of age and his office reports he is in good spirits.   

 



Government and Politics:  Topics in this category include: Governor Cuomo ordered 

government flags to be lowered in honor of the two year anniversary of Hurricane Sandy; A 

Chinese company purchased the Waldorf Astoria making the U.S. reconsider its relationship 

with the hotel and its presidential events typically held there due to security concerns; the de 

Blasio Administration is reconsidering banning large sugary drinks and former Governor Mario 

Cuomo passed away due to heart failure at the age of 82. 

 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  10/23 Anchor Chris Wragge reports the NYPD has stepped 

up security in the area following the shootings in Canada.  The NYPD has deployed what they 

call the Hercules Team their very visible, heavily armed special services.  Armed officers now 

guard locations associated with the Canadian Government.  They have been stationed outside of 

the Canadian Mission on the East Side and at the Consulate office on Sixth Avenue in New 

York. 10/23 Anchor Chris Wragge reports social security checks will go up by 1.7 percent next 

year.  In 2015, the average retired worker will receive $15, 936 a year.  The increase is tied to the 

latest consumer price index, the government’s main inflation measure.  10/26 Anchor Mary 

Calvi reports on a new plan to prevent any spread of the Ebola virus announced by Governors 

Christie and Cuomo that local health care workers returning from West Africa will be 

quarantined for three weeks.  10/29 Anchor Chris Wragge reports two years after Hurricane 

Sandy that many New York and New Jersey residents are still dealing with mental health issues.  

Officials say the cumulative stress of coping with the disaster and rebuilding homes and lives has 

left many traumatized.  New York officials estimate about 700 thousand are affected and New 

Jersey estimates its disaster mental health program has served 500 thousand.  12/2 Anchor Diane 

Macedo reports the city of New York is expected to propose a new plan on how it handles 

mentally ill and drug addicted inmates.  This new plan stems from the statistics of nearly 40 

percent of the city’s 11 thousand inmates who are diagnosed with a mental health issue.  Mayor 

de Blasio will announce the new plans to be based on recommendations from a mayoral task 

force appointed after incidents involving mentally ill prisoners at Rikers Island.  1/1 Reporter 

Alex Denis reports on New York’s loss of former Governor Mario Cuomo.  He died of heart 

failure at the age of 82 in his Manhattan home. CBS 2 NEWS AT NOON:  10/29 Anchor Mary 

Calvi reports to mark the two year anniversary of Hurricane Sandy, Governor Cuomo ordered 

the flags on government buildings in New York to be lowered in honor of the 61 men and 

women who lost their lives to the superstorm.  Cuomo also asked for a moment of silence at 

eight o’clock tonight, the approximate time when the storm surge hit the city.  11/14 Anchor 

Chris Wragge reports that parents of two children killed in the Sandy Hook Elementary school 

shooting will speak to a state panel today in Connecticut.  The Sandy Hook Advisory 

Commission is looking for ways to better address issues of mental health, school safety and gun 

violence.  The panel was created by Governor Dannel Malloy for these particular policies.   

 



11/17 Anchor Mary Calvi reports that Nelson Castro, former Bronx State Assemblyman who 

pled guilty to lying under oath during a 2008 investigation into ballot eligibility for a primary 

election will be sentenced today.  He avoided jail time in September on Federal convictions 

because he had become a government witness to expose other corruption in Albany and was 

instead given community service.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  10/13 Anchor Kristine Johnson 

reports that the U.S. government is reconsidering its relations with the Waldorf Astoria which 

was purchased by a Chinese firm based on security concerns.  The hotel often hosts the United 

States president and hundreds of diplomats every year during the United Nations general 

assembly.  Officials have launched an investigation and will base their relationship on the 

outcome of hotel costs, the new owner’s long-term plans and the government’s security 

concerns.  10/16 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports on behalf of the Ebola outbreak in the United 

States the director of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention announced in front of 

Congress that Ebola is not a significant threat to the United States. 10/21 Anchor Kristine 

Johnson reports the National Transportation Safety Board wants to get sleep drivers off the road.  

A public forum was held in Washington to bring awareness on the dangers of driving drowsy to 

prevent and lower the number of accidents.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  10/16 Anchor Dana 

Tyler reports the de Blasio Administration is reconsidering the city’s former plans to ban large 

sugary drinks.  This ban was first implemented by former NYC Mayor Bloomberg and 

overturned by the courts and ruled unconstitutional.  10/21 Anchor Dana Tyler reports that New 

Jersey families take on Governor Christie against his decision to force disabled adults into group 

homes.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 11:00 PM: 10/23 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports possible subway 

fare increases could be ahead for subway riders.  A report from New York State Comptroller 

Thomas Dinapoli has questioned the MTA’s finances.  He warns if the agency borrows the 15 

billion dollars needed to close a funding gap, commuters could face up to a 15 percent fare 

increase.  This projected increase will be on top of the hikes already planned for 2015 and 2017.  

10/23 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports that a bill to protect whistleblowers from coming forward 

in the George Washington Bridge Scandal failed to pass.  The reason Senate Democrats explain 

as to why the bill did not pass was because they did not receive enough votes to extend 

protection to workers who would reveal instances of government abuse, waster or 

mismanagement.  CBS 2 NEWS SATURDAY:  11/29 Anchor Diane Macedo reports that today 

malls and pharmacies in the tri-state area in New Jersey, New York and Connecticut will offer 

assistance to those interested in signing up for new health insurance.  The health and human 

services will have kiosks open and available for people to enroll in Obamacare.   

 

Consumerism:  Topics in this category include: the dangers of keeping colorful detergent pods 

in the house with small children; the top five reliable car manufacturers for 2014; and the largest 

child seat recall of 6.1 million child car seats from Graco.  

 



CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  12/2 Anchor Chris Wragge reports on the largest child seat 

recall in U.S. history from Graco.  The company recalled 6.1 million child car seats this year 

because buckles could get stuck and put a child’s life at risk.  The recall is being investigated by 

the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration on whether Graco took too long to report a 

safety defect in its child car seats.  CBS 2 NEWS AT NOON:  12/12 Anchor Mary Calvi reports 

on lower gas prices and an improving job market just the holidays. The government projected 

retail sales rose by a seasonally adjusted seven tenths of a percent.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  

10/21 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports that gas prices have hit a record low since a recent boom 

in oil production.  The national average for a gallon has dropped about 60 cents from this year’s 

high in April.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  10/27 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports that the 

consumer report has released its annual list of most reliable and trusted car manufactures and the 

top five companies are Lexus, Toyota, Mazda, Honda and Audi.  The only American company to 

make its way into the top ten lists was Buick listed in sixth place. Consumer reports advise 

people to avoid all first year models of any brand because it can take up to several generations 

before manufacturers work out all the problems.  11/10 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports that a 

study has found Poison Control centers received more than 17 thousand calls about kids under 

the age of 6 who swallowed colorful laundry detergent pods.  There were 769 reported children 

who went to the hospital and one fatal death due to swallowing what kids think are candy, 

detergent pods.  Parents with small children are urged not to have these in the house because they 

are a highly concentrated cleaning product.  CBS 2 NEWS SATURDAY:  11/1 Anchor Cindy 

Hsu reports on a salon in Livingston, New Jersey offering a haircut and shave for the price of 

one for men in honor of Movember.  The month of November is also known as Movember, an 

annual event in honor of men’s health to raise awareness for various men’s health issues.   

 

Crime: Topics in this category include: the shooting deaths of two NYPD police officers in an 

ambush by a 28 year old gunman who then shot himself in the head after the killings; A detailed 

report of the Sandy Hook Elementary shooter was released; and a Rabbi from Israel was attached 

on a subway platform by teenagers in what police are alleging as a hate crime. 

 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  10/15 Anchor Mary Calvi reports the stabbing of a street 

vendor with scissors.  Richard Pearson is accused of stabbing the vendor and puncturing his 

lung.  He is being charged with attempted murder, assault and criminal possession of a weapon.  

His neighbors in Soho, located in Lower Manhattan said the man has been terrorizing them for 

years and recently became even more hostile.  10/20 Anchor Cindy Hsu reports on a young 

woman who was attacked by three men who stole her purse and cell phone.  The brutal crime 

was caught on video and it shows the woman getting pushed and punched in the face.  She was 

left bloodied and bruised.  10/26 Anchor Mary Calvi reports on a burglary spree in Queens 

where 16 businesses and five in the Bronx were robbed.   



The police are still searching for the suspects.  10/30 Anchor Mary Calvi reports on former 

Manhattan health care executive, Gigi Jordan who has been charged with the poisoning death of 

her eight year old autistic son.  Jury deliberations have begun for the trial.  The lawyer of Gigi 

said she believed she was saving her son from torture and sexual abuse allegedly at the hands of 

his father.  11/6 Anchor Chris Wragge reports that security has been stepped up after a mother 

was hit by a stray bullet while picking up her children from school in Brooklyn.  12/8 Anchor 

Mary Calvi reports on the sentencing of five ex-employees of imprisoned Ponzi king, Bernie 

Madoff.  The government is seeking prison terms of more than a decade for all five defendants 

while the defense attorneys want leniency.  Prosecutors say Madoff’s multi-billion dollar fraud 

relied on all five.  Bernie Madoff is serving a150-year prison sentence.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 

NOON:  10/16 Anchor Mary Calvi reports that high school seniors from Sachem East High 

School damaged headstones and threw flags on the ground at Lake Ronkonkoma Cemetery.  

Trustees form the Long Island cemetery will meet with student government leaders who said the 

incident started out as a scavenger hunt.  They have offered to clean up the damage.  11/21 

Anchor Mary Calvi reports that a detailed report on the Sandy Hook Elementary shooter is being 

released.  The office of child advocate in Connecticut mentions this report will focus on the 

shooter’s will educational and mental health.  The report recommends more thorough mental 

health screenings by doctors and schools, better coordination of care and more support for 

families with children facing mental health issues.  The shooter shot and killed his mother before 

gunning down 20 students and six educators then himself in December of 2012.  12/4 Anchor 

Chris Wragge reports that the grand jury came to a decision in the death of Eric Garner that the 

police officer who used an apparent chokehold will not be charged.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 

PM:  11/24 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports on a court case based on a house on Long Island, 

Suffolk County, that made headlines as a “House of Horror” where three children were being 

raised in shocking conditions.  The case is now back in court only this time it’s one of the 

children, all grown up, speaking out and blaming her school and government for failing to 

recognize signs of abuse and neglect.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  10/30 Anchor Dana Tyler 

reports a 21 year old male was arrested for stabbing a teenage girl to death in Long Island.  11/19 

Anchor Dana Tyler reports on a subway attack that is now being investigated as a hate crime.  A 

rabbi from Israel is in New York for cancer treatment was attacked at a subway stop by a teen 

who tried to grab his wallet and two others allegedly joined him ripping his umbrella out of his 

hand and beating him with it.  The rabbi claims the teenagers screamed hateful slurs at him as 

well.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 11:00 PM: 10/21 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports on a police 

investigation launched in Bergen County where a dog was tied up in under a homemade sign that 

read abandoned.  It is illegal to abandon a domesticated animal in New Jersey.  CBS 2 NEWS 

SATURDAY:  12/21 Anchor Andrea Grymes reports two cops were shot and killed in the line 

of duty.  The two police men killed were 40 year old Officer Rapheal Ramos and 32 year old 

Officer Wenjian Liu.   



The shooter was 28 year old Ismaaiyl Brinsley and police say they were murdered in an ambush 

on Saturday afternoon outside of the Tompkins House, a high crime area.  The shooter then took 

off to a subway station where he shot himself in the head taking his own life. 

 

Education:  Topics in this category include: Several suspensions took place at Sayreville High 

School’s Football Program due to allegations of hazing and sexual abuse including the athletic 

director; a family in Connecticut has filed a lawsuit against their daughter’s school for 

discrimination; and Parents of Tenafly School in New Jersey are claiming teachers are assigning 

their children too much homework. 

 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  12/2 Anchor Chris Wragge reports that New York City 

schools are missing thousands of computers and tablets.  This was found when the city’s 

comptroller, Scott Stringer conducted an audit of nine schools.  He says the department of 

education lost track of 18 hundred computers and never opened the boxes of 400 new laptops or 

tablets.  Stringer calls the result of his audit the tip of the iceberg but an official at the department 

of education says the findings are not accurate.  CBS 2 NEWS AT NOON: 12/17 Anchor Mary 

Calvi reports the Sayreville High School Football Program and the board of education voted to 

suspend the high school’s athletic director due to allegations of hazing and sexual assault by the 

football team.  The athletic director is the fifth person to be suspended.  He is suspended without 

pay.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  10/29 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports on a family in 

Connecticut who says their daughter has been barred from school because of fear of Ebola.  The 

family visited Nigeria earlier this month and they say when their daughter tried to return to 

Meadowside Elementary in Milford she was told to stay home a few weeks out of fear that she 

could transmit Ebola to other children.  The family said their daughter was checked by a doctor 

who found her in good health and now they have filed a lawsuit for discrimination against the 

school.  Nigeria is not one of the African countries affected by the Ebola outbreak.  CBS 2 

NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  12/8 Anchor Dana Tyler reports that parents in Tenafly, New Jersey are 

demanding changes claiming their children are getting too much homework. They are claiming 

they’re children are staying up too late into the night finishing up assignments.  Tenafly’s School 

Superintendent says she is making changes to curb student stress where students will be able to 

see the work expectations for next year’s classes before signing up for the class and no 

homework will be given over December break.   

 

 


