
Quarterly Report: January – April 2014 

WCBS-TV Quarterly Issues/Program Report –January 10, 2014 

 

Attached are the listings of broadcast segments and stories that reflect Channel 2’s significant 

programming treatment of ascertained community issues during the preceding three-month 

period. 

 

Time period of day, day of week, source and format descriptions follow the first appearance of 

the broadcast name. Date references refer to broadcast days. All times given are approximate.  

 

Programs 

 

CBS 2 News This Morning, CBS 2 News at Noon, CBS 2 News at 5:00, CBS 2 News at 6:00, 

CBS 2 News at 11:00, CBS 2 News Saturday, CBS 2 News Sunday - Regularly scheduled news 

broadcasts focusing on current issues and events. 

 

60 Minutes - Regularly scheduled one-hour weekly broadcast featuring in-depth interviews and 

reports of various lengths and topics. Sunday, 7 - 8 p.m. 

 

Face the Nation - Regularly scheduled half hour news broadcast featuring reports and interviews 

with government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news.  

Sunday, 10:30 – 11 a.m.  

 

McLaughlin Group - Regularly scheduled half hour show featuring reports and interviews with 

government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news. Sunday, 11 – 11:30 a.m. 

 

48 Hours – Regularly scheduled news broadcast. Saturday, 10 - 11 p.m. 

 

Eye on New York – half hour weekly broadcast featuring community events, health, politics, 

technology, education, and entertainment, and will also the most talked about news stories of the 

week. Sunday, 6:30 a.m. 

 

“Health Watch” – features of varying lengths focusing on health related issues, the latest in 

medical research and treatments, and other health related topics. 

 

“Money Watch” – features of varying lengths focusing on the latest in the economy along with 

tips and ways to save money. 

 

Public Service Announcements- WCBS-TV continues its tradition of airing and sponsoring 

PSAs. PSAs in rotation stem from various organizations such as the The Make-A-Wish-

Foundation of Metro New York and Western New York’s Wine & Wishes, Food Bank NYC, 

AIDS Walk, March of Dimes, The Valerie Fund, City Harvest, Project Roadblock (drunk driving 

prevention), The Partnership at DrugFree.org, American Heart Association, New York State 

Broadcasters Association, Emergency Preparedness New York, 9/11 Memorial, Project 

Roadblock, Big Brothers Big Sisters, and United Way. 
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Health:  Topics in this category include: a Measles outbreak in Orange County, New York; a 

rare skin infection caused by handling raw fish with bare hands; and a new study that found a test 

can detect future strokes and heart attacks in patients. 

 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  2/27 Anchor Chris Wragge reports on how teenagers should 

be cautious when snapping close photos with friends as it could lead to the spreading of head 

lice.  3/5 Anchor Mary Calvi reports on a new study that finds high-protein diets increase death 

rates for the middle-aged.  3/10 Anchor Mary Calvi reports on the impact salt had on tap water in 

New Jersey due to the long winter and salt running into the rivers.  3/12 Anchor Chris Wragge 

reports on a major health scare at a hospital in Long Island, where nurses may have reused 

needles containing insulin on patients who were treated for Diabetes.  The hospital strongly 

recommended patients to get tested.  CBS 2 NEW AT NOON:  2/25 Anchor Chris Wragge 

reports on a Measles outbreak in Orange County, New York.  2/26 Anchor Chris Wragge reports 

on a possible health benefit from drinking wine, studies have shown it stopped the growth of 

Lung Cancer cells.  2/27 Reporter Weijia Jiang reports on an outbreak of bed bugs at a charter 

school in Yonkers. 3/4 Anchor Chris Wragge reports new research that MRI’s of the Carotid 

artery can accurately predict future strokes and heart attacks in patients.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 

PM:  3/7 Reporter John Slattery reports on an outbreak of rare skin infections caused by 

handling raw fish with bare hands purchased in the Chinatown areas of Manhattan, Queens and 

Brooklyn.  The rare skin disease is called Mycobacterium Marinum.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 

PM:  3/12 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports due to a major Measles outbreak, the NYC 

department of health has ordered vaccinations mandatory for all New Yorkers.  3/12 Anchor 

Maurice DuBois reports on a deadly building explosion in East Harlem that caused streets to be 

filled with dust and smoke making the air quality almost unbearable especially for those with 

pre-existed health conditions.  1/31 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports New York City Police 

Commissioner, Bill Bratton plans to train officers differently by assigning rookie police to local 

precincts where they can get experience and mentoring versus placing them in high-crime 

neighborhoods.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 11:00 PM:  1/23 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports the 

caramel coloring additive that gives soft drinks its brown color contains a harmful chemical 

called 4 Methyl imidazole.  2/26 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports on the importance of keeping 

bagged salad stored below 40 degrees in the refrigerator and to eat before it expires because the 

longer it is kept the more bacteria will grow.  3/10 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports on a new 

study that shows by using brain power people who rely on daily medications for anxiety, 

depression, and insomnia can do without it.   

 

 

Government and Politics:  Topics in this category include: New Jersey Governor Chris 

Christie’s State of the Union Address, a bike movement from Newtown, CT to Washington D.C. 

to press the issue of the gun control bill and New York Mayor Bill de Blasio’s plan for pre-k in 

charter schools. 

 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  1/15  Anchor Chris Wragge reports New Jersey Governor 

Chris Christie addressed the George Washington Bridge Scandal in his State of the State Address 

as well as his progress during his first term and a lower number for unemployment rate. 

2/7 Anchor Chris Wragge reports on a vote by the senate to restore jobless benefits to one point 

seven million Americans failed.  2/26 Anchor Chris Wragge reports about four million people 
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have signed up for health insurance under the Affordable Care Act, deadline is March 31, 2014. 

CBS 2 NEW AT NOON:  3/10 Anchor Chris Wragge reports on a group of bike riders from 

Newtown, Connecticut peddling to Washington D.C. in an effort to press lawmakers to pass the 

latest draft of a gun control bill in honor of Sandy Hook Elementary.  3/7  Anchor Mary Calvi 

reports on a new poll that shows less than half of New York City voters approve of Mayor Bill 

de Blasio’s performance during his first couple months in office.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  

3/17 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports Mayor Bill de Blasio boycotted the Saint Patrick’s Day 

parade in New York because lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender groups were not allowed to 

walk under their own banners.  He is the first mayor in 20 years to opt out of the event.  3/5 

Anchor Maurice DuBois reports on a New York Governor Cuomo and Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 

battle  that took place in Albany over education.  Governor Cuomo is fighting against Mayor de 

Blasio’s plan to charge rent to three charter schools.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  2/27 Anchor 

Kristine Johnson reports in Suffolk County a bill is in the works in to require the department of 

labor, licensing and community affairs to do complete annual mandatory inspections of groomer 

stores and mobile groomers.  3/10  Anchor Kristine Johnson reports Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 

administration is facing a lawsuit that claims he is violating the civil rights of children by charter 

schools space in public schools.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 11:00 PM:  3/10 Anchor Maurice DuBois 

reports thousands of Nassau County police officers and other employees have not received a 

raise in three years due to its large budget deficit.  CBS 2 NEWS SATURDAY: 1/18 Anchor 

Cindy Hsu reports on a new protection cloud Governor Cuomo of New York would like to start 

to establish a central police database to make it easier to share crime and other information 

across the state. 

 

Consumerism:  Topics in this category include: Hackers broke into major retail store debit and 

credit card databases stealing millions of customer’s information; a shortage of wine due to the 

frigid winter temperatures; and scam artists looking to pose as IRS agents to take advantage of 

taxpayers. 

 

CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  1/24 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports on scam artists looking to 

take advantage of unsuspecting taxpayers by posing as IRS agents.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  

3/28 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports on a wine shortage declared by the United States 

Department of Agriculture due to the freezing temperatures this winter.  They declared a disaster 

in 19 counties where the frigid winter caused damage to the vines.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 11:00 

PM: 1/31 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports on customers debit and credit card account 

information being stolen by  hackers from major retail stores such as Target and Neiman Marcus. 

 

 

Crime: Topics in this category include: An arrest of a 24 year old from Queens for brutally 

beating a man on a Manhattan street; an innocent bystander shot in the head and killed on a city 

bus; and a home invasion in North Bergen County where a family was tied up and a member 

pistol whipped by masked robbers. 

 

 

 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  1/20 Anchor Chris Wragge reports on three women stabbed 

to death in their apartment in Queens.  1/23 Anchor Mary Calvi reports several members of the 
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Bonanno family were arrested for the infamous Lufthansa Heist at John F. Kennedy Airport in 

connection with the 1978 crime.   

1/29 Anchor Chris Wragge reports on an arrest made by police for the brutal beating of a man on 

a midtown Manhattan street.  The attacker was charged with second degree murder.  3/11 

Anchor Mary Calvi reports three men were arrested in the Bronx for cashing in millions of 

dollars on customers medications.  CBS 2 NEW AT NOON:  1/21 Anchor Mary Calvi reported 

Mahwah was named the safest city in New Jersey located in Northern Bergen County.  It was 

ranked by the security group SafeWise. 1/27 Anchor Chris Wragge reports a bank robbery in 

Englewood, NJ.  1/29 Reporter Weijia Jiang reports a gruesome double murder in Queens. 3/24  

Anchor Chris Wragge reports an innocent bystander was shot in the head and killed on a city bus 

in Brooklyn.  3/24 Anchor Mary Calvi reports on a baby found alone in a park in Harlem.  CBS 

2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  1/27 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports on a home invasion in North 

Bergen County where a family was tied up and one family member was pistol whipped by 

masked robbers.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  2/10 Anchor Dana Tyler reports on a five 

million dollar lawsuit against New York’s department of education.  The mother of a son who 

has Cerebral Palsy claims her son was left unattended at school and allowed to wander alone.  

The school even called the mother to report her son had gone missing one day but luckily was 

walked home by a stranger.  CBS 2 NEWS SUNDAY:  1/27 Anchor Cindy Hsu reports on a 

journalist middle-aged man who was brutally beaten on a street midtown Manhattan.   

 

 

Education:  Topics in this category include: A New Jersey school district proposed drug testing 

to be used in schools but parents fought back and the district lost the vote; a school in Queens 

forced the department of education to launch two separate investigations due to  lack of books, 

physical education and art classes; and New York lawmakers reached a deal to give the charter 

schools an increase in funding to prevent schools from closing. 

 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  2/11 Anchor Chris Wragge reports on a controversy at an 

elementary school in Queens regarding an assignment.  The teacher assigned a fourth grade class 

to write about a prominent African American figure but told the class to not include Malcom X 

because of his criminal history.  Parents fought back against the teacher by requesting the 

department of education review their curriculum.  3/4 Anchor Mary Calvi reports on a teenager 

from New Jersey who is suing her parents demanding they pay for her college tuition.  3/28  

Anchor Mary Calvi reports that students are opting out of New York common core state testing 

because their parents say the tests are flawed.  CBS 2 NEW AT NOON:  2/17 Anchor Chris 

Wragge reports how New York Governor Cuomo is pushing to get funding for college courses in 

New York prisons because prisoners with a higher education are less likely to commit more 

crimes when they are released.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  1/27 Anchor Maurice DuBois 

reports on a New Jersey school district that proposed to bring in random drug testing for students 

but the vote was not approved and parents fought back with petitions, a website and public 

meetings.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  1/16  Anchor Maurice DuBois reports on P.S. 106 a 

public school in Queens which is said to be the worst school in the city.  The department of 

education launched two separate investigations into the lack of books, physical education and art 

classes.  2/28 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports parents with children in New York City charter 

schools are outraged by Mayor de Blasio’s plan to ax three planned school from space they were 

promised in public school buildings.  
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 3/28  Anchor Kristine Johnson reports New York state lawmakers reached a deal that will give 

students new protections in charter schools and the state will increase funding per student and 

give money to cover rent or building costs.   

CBS 2 NEWS AT 11:00 PM:  2/26 Reporter Tony Aiello reports on a school in New Jersey, 

Pascack Valley High School where teachers held their first virtual classroom when the school 

was closed for a snow day.  All students are assigned a lab top and teachers taught a full-day of 

classes through online programs. 


