
WCBS-TV Quarterly Issues/Program Report – April 10, 2016 

Attached are the listings of broadcast segments and stories that reflect Channel 2’s significant 

programming treatment of ascertained community issues during the preceding three-month 

period. 

Time period of day, day of week, source and format descriptions follow the first appearance of 

the broadcast name. Date references refer to broadcast days. All times given are approximate.  

Programs 

CBS 2 News This Morning, CBS 2 News at Noon, CBS 2 News at 5:00, CBS 2 News at 6:00, 

CBS 2 News at 11:00, CBS 2 News Saturday, CBS 2 News Sunday - Regularly scheduled news 

broadcasts focusing on current issues and events. 

60 Minutes - Regularly scheduled one-hour weekly broadcast featuring in-depth interviews and 

reports of various lengths and topics. Sunday, 7 - 8 p.m. 

Face the Nation - Regularly scheduled half hour news broadcast featuring reports and interviews 

with government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news.  Sunday, 10:30 – 11 

a.m.  

McLaughlin Group - Regularly scheduled half-hour show featuring reports and interviews with 

government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news. Sunday, 11 – 11:30 a.m. 

48 Hours – Regularly scheduled news broadcast. Saturday, 10 - 11 p.m. 

Eye on New York – half hour weekly broadcast featuring community events, health, politics, 

technology, education, and entertainment, and will also discuss the most talked about news 

stories of the week. Sunday, 6:30 a.m. 

“Health Watch” – features of varying lengths focusing on health related issues, the latest in 

medical research and treatments, and other health related topics. 

“Money Watch” – features of varying lengths focusing on the latest in the economy along with 

tips and ways to save money. 

Public Service Announcements- WCBS-TV continues its tradition of airing and sponsoring 

PSAs. PSAs in rotation stem from various organizations such as CBS Cares “I Have A Dream 

Foundation,” March of Dimes, Partnership for Drug Free Kids, The Make-A-Wish-Foundation 

of Metro New York, Food Bank NYC, New York City Department of Transportation Vision 

Zero, New Alternatives for Children, Catholic Charities, City Harvest, Texting and Driving, 

Project Roadblock (drunk driving prevention), Ad Council, and United Way. 

  



Health: Topics in this category include: The Zika virus has infected five people in New York; 

Smokeless tobacco products may be banned from Yankee Stadium and other local arenas; High 

levels of lead were found in the drinking water at nearly half of Newark’s schools and a nurse 

quarantined for Ebola two years ago is going forward with her legal battle against Governor 

Christie and NJ Health Officials.  

 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  1/11 Anchor Mary Calvi reports fewer American teenagers 

are smoking but Federal Health Officials proclaim almost half are exposed to second-hand 

smoke.  The study results are based on a national survey of more than 17 thousand middle and 

high school students.  Exposure was defined as being around tobacco smoke at least once within 

the past week.  1/28 Anchor Chris Wragge reports five people have now tested positive for the 

Zika virus in New York.  Zika is mosquito-borne virus. 2/11 Anchor Chris Wragge reports the 

Department of Health will begin enforcing a city-wide law requiring restaurants with more than 

15 locations in New York to list sodium warnings on menus as of March 1.  The national 

restaurant association filed a lawsuit stating the salt warnings will confuse and mislead 

consumers and oversteps the city’s authority.  3/16 Anchor Mary Calvi reports the city of 

Newark will offer blood tests to 17 thousand students to check for lead poisoning.  Elevated 

levels of the toxin were found in drinking water at nearly half of Newark’s schools.  

Investigators said it apparently leaked into the schools’ water through old lead pipes and fittings.  

The water was shut off at 30 Newark schools and they are now using bottled water for drinking 

and cooking.  3/17 Anchor Chris Wragge reports federal prosecutors are investigating elevated 

blood-lead levels in residents of New York City public housing.  According to court documents 

involving probe into environmental health and safety conditions more than 400 thousand people 

live in those housing complexes.  A city spokesman said the health department is cooperating 

with the investigation.  CBS 2 NEWS AT NOON:  2/17 Anchor Mary Calvi reports on 

promising news regarding the fight against pancreatic cancer.  Researchers at the University of 

Glasgow say they’ve discovered the disease can be specifically targeted with excellent results.  

The study published in the journal Nature identifies four types of pancreatic cancers.  

Researchers predict this knowledge will lead to more effective treatments for a type of cancer 

that’s very difficult to treat.  2/26 Anchor Chris Wragge reports chewing tobacco could be a 

thing of the past at Yankee Stadium and other local ball parks.  The City Health Department is 

supporting a proposed ban on all smokeless tobacco products at local ticketed arenas.  A health 

department lawyer claims that due to pro athlete influence more than 400 thousand kids 

nationwide try smokeless tobacco products every year.  A similar ban has been enacted in 

Boston, Los Angeles and San Francisco.  3/16 Anchor Chris Wragge reports the nurse who was 

quarantined in New Jersey for Ebola two years ago is continuing her legal fight stating her 

constitutional rights were violated when she was detained against New Jersey state health 

officials and Governor Chris Christie.  The government is trying to have the lawsuit thrown out.   

 



 

CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  1/11 Medical Reporter Max Gomez reports that many Breast 

cancer centers will continue to follow the previous guidelines where women should begin getting 

mammograms at the age of 40 but the new recommendations announced by the American Cancer 

Society to begin getting mammograms at the age of 45 may affect whether health insurance will 

pay for those screenings that fall outside the new guidelines. 3/1 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports 

a Long Island village would like a moratorium on new e-cigarette stores and vaping lounges due 

to a misunderstanding about the industry. 3/4 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports on a new study 

that is causing concerns about energy drinks.  Researchers have found the beverages can lead to 

abnormal heart rhythm and high blood pressure.  Some volunteers of the study developed 

problems after just three weeks of consuming two energy drinks a day.  The long-term effect of 

energy drinks is still unclear.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  1/12 Anchor Dana Tyler reports on 

a female patient believed to be the first in New York state history for medical marijuana.  The 

patient has ovarian cancer that metastasized throughout her body and sought help to find some 

type of relief through the Vireo Health dispensary in Westchester County.  1/22 Anchor Dana 

Tyler reports that three people from the state of New York have been infected with the Zika 

virus.  The department of health reports the three individuals traveled outside the United States 

areas where the virus is being spread.  The Center for Disease Control has been warning 

pregnant women about international travel because of the Zika virus which is spread by mosquito 

bites. 

 

 

Government and Politics:  Topics in this category include: Governor Cuomo announced a plan 

to expand college programs for the state’s prison inmates for a proposed budget of seven point 

five million dollars; Darcel Clark was sworn as District Attorney in the Bronx, she is the first 

woman and African American to hold this position and Senator Charles Schumer announced a 

three point detailed plan to take action on the Zika virus. 

 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING: 1/11 Anchor Chris Wragge reports Governor Cuomo will not 

face charges for disbanding a panel he appointed to investigate political corruption in the state of 

New York.  The U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara calls the shutdown of the Moreland Commission in 

2014 “premature,” but after a 17-month probe, he found there was no evidence of a federal 

crime.  Cuomo said he disbanded the commission after a deal was reached with legislators over a 

package of ethics reforms.   

 



1/12 Anchor Chris Wragge reports New Jersey Governor Chris Christie delivers his state of the 

state address today.  Christie is expected to announce major increases in funding for substance 

abuse and mental health treatment.  The state is dealing with a heroin crisis affecting more than 

125 thousand residents.  2/25 Anchor Cindy Hsu reports Mayor de Blasio spent the day with the 

city’s homeless outreach program urging people to get out of the brutal cold.  Nearly 800 

hundred homeless people were sent to either a homeless shelter or hospital facility during the 

city’s code blue plan.  3/16 Anchor Mary Calvi reports New Yorkers will soon be able to enjoy 

an outdoor meal with their dogs.  City Health Officials announced that restaurants with outdoor 

seating will be able to welcome four legged guests.  The new law will go into effect in 30 days.  

CBS 2 NEWS AT NOON:  2/18 Anchor Chris Wragge reports on a possible New Jersey Transit 

strike involving a dozen rail unions who continue to fail to reach a contract agreement and health 

care insurance has been a major factor.  Members of the state’s congressional delegation are 

urging both sides to resolve their issues as a March 13 date approaches.  About 11 unions have 

worked without a new contract since 2011.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM: 1/11 Anchor Kristine 

Johnson reports Governor Cuomo announced a plan to expand college programs for the state’s 

prison inmates.  Cuomo proposed seven point five million dollars to be taken from criminal 

forfeitures to help fund about a thousand more inmates to get college level education.  1/13 

Anchor Kristine Johnson reports Governor Cuomo put forth an ambitious new agenda in his state 

of the state address.  The governor focused on key issues including homelessness, government 

corruption as well as a new plan to expand breast cancer screenings and a 12-week paid 

statewide family leave program.  3/4 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports Grand Central terminal 

will shut down this evening for its drill to test the city’s emergency readiness.  The Health 

Department is testing out the city’s plan for airborne bio hazards.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  

2/25 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports that Shore Medical Center in Somers Point may have 

exposed hundreds of patients to an infectious disease.  The hospital notified more than 200 

patients to be tested for exposure to Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C and HIV.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 11:00 

PM:  3/28 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports New Jersey lawmakers announced details on a new 

plan to guarantee no new schools are contaminated with lead in water. The plan is requiring lead 

testing at all schools twice a year, test results will be made public and water filters or treatment 

devices must be installed on fountains and sinks that use lead pipes.  If lead is detected in the 

water the school must take immediate action to supply an alternative drinking supply for 

students.  CBS 2 NEWS SUNDAY:  1/17 Anchor Andrea Grymes reports Darcel Clark has been 

sworn in as the new District Attorney in the Bronx.  She is the first woman in Bronx history to 

hold the position and the first African American woman in the state to become District Attorney.   

 

 

 



1/31 Anchor Andrea Grymes reports Senator Charles Schumer is calling for quick action on 

containing the Zika virus which has already spread to at least 23 countries.  Schumer has detailed 

a three-point government plan to fight the mosquito-borne virus linked to serious birth defects.  

The New York democrat has requested the United States Agency for International Development 

increase its involvement in affected countries.  Secondly, he would like the Center for Disease 

Control to quickly develop a vaccine and lastly for the World Health Organization to declare a 

health emergency.   

 

Education:  Topics in this category include: a fifth grade student brought a fully loaded gun to 

school at P.S. 40 in Jamaica Queens; a teacher from P.S. 194 assaulted a second grade boy and 

has four prior disciplinary actions against him. 

CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  2/1 Anchor Mary Calvi reports students suspected of being 

drunk may have to take a breathalyzer test in one Rockland County community.  The Nyack 

Board of Education has been discussing that proposal for months.  The policy would apply to 

students in school and at school sponsored events, including dances.  3/17 Anchor Mary Calvi 

reports on a fifth grade boy who brought a loaded gun to school.  Police said the eleven year old 

boy who is a student at P.S. 40 in Jamaica Queens brought the gun to school after finding it 

under his grandfather’s bed inside their home.  The grandfather is charged with criminal 

possession of a weapon endangering the welfare of a child and reckless endangerment and faces 

up to 15 years in prison if convicted.  CBS 2 NEWS AT NOON: 2/23 Anchor Mary Calvi 

reports a second grade student was assaulted by his New York City teacher at P.S. 194 in 

Harlem.  The seven year old student suffered bruises on his back.  The teacher also has four 

previous disciplinary actions taken against him for corporal punishment, verbal abuse and 

exercising poor judgement.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  1/29 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports 

a dozen students from P.S. 58 Space Shuttle Columbia School in Staten Island, New York may 

have Norovirus.  The City Health Department is looking into the illnesses while the Department 

of Education thoroughly disinfected the school that weekend.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  

1/28 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports on an after school fight that broke out between two 

seventh grade students in Queens landing a coach in hot water.  A student recorded the two 12-

year-olds fighting at M.S. 53 in Far Rockaway earlier this month.  The coach did nothing while 

he was supposed to be supervising the kids.  He has been fired and is now under investigation.   

 

Crime: Topics in this category include: an increase in subway slashing throughout New York 

City; A man was found almost decapitated in a homeless shelter in East Harlem; A veteran 

Suffolk County Police Officer was arrested for stealing money from drivers he pulled over and 

Donations were stolen from a church in Bronxville, NY.  

 



CBS 2 NEWS THIS MORNING:  1/5 Anchor Mary Calvi reports a veteran Suffolk County 

Police Officer was arrested in January of 2014 after an undercover sting operation.  The District 

Attorney said video surfaced of the officer stealing money from drivers he pulled over.  The 

officer faces hate crime chargers for six incidents.  CBS 2 NEWS AT NOON:  1/11 Anchor 

Chris Wragge reports a suspect from Long Island is being arraigned on a murder charge for a 

stray bullet that struck and killed a 12-year-old girl in her living room in October.  CBS 2 

NEWS AT 5:00 PM:  1/19 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports some schools in Bergen county 

New Jersey have been faced with lockdowns and evacuations after being targeted by bomb 

threats.  Local law enforcements officials say the federal government needs to do more to help 

track the culprits.  2/3 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports New York City’s Mayor and Police 

Commissioner announced today that January was the safest month in history however transit 

crime is up 36 percent and transit felony assaults went up 200 percent.  As a result, the NYPD is 

increasing inspections in stations and trains and installing cameras on new subway cars.  2/10 

Anchor Kristine Johnson reports a thirty five percent food shortage in New York City’s food 

pantries and soup kitchens.  Officials are requesting more government aid to help provide the 64 

million free meals that are handed out each year.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 6:00 PM:  1/27 Anchor 

Maurice DuBois reports on a 62-year-old male found almost decapitated at a homeless shelter in 

East Harlem.  Police suspect it was his roommate a 22-year-old male.   The city is stepping up 

security in the shelter. 2/8 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports New York City will take part in a one 

night project known as “Hope Count” where more than 35 thousand volunteers will take part in 

the city’s annual effort to count the city’s homeless population.  The one night project is 

mandated by the federal government.  Last year, nearly 32 hundred people were counted but 

many government officials believe that number has grown.  CBS 2 NEWS AT 11:00 PM:  1/8 

Anchor Kristine Johnson reports on a career criminal arrested in Bronxville for stealing 

thousands of dollars in donations from a church in the town on New Year’s Eve.  The suspect 

reportedly got out of prison one day before the crime.  1/20 Anchor Kristine Johnson reports four 

teenagers are wanted for robberies and attacks in Brighton Beach.  The police said the crime 

spree started two weeks ago with victims ranging from nine to 64 years of age, all females.  1/29 

Anchor Kristine Johnson reports on a deadly stabbing that took place inside an East Harlem 

homeless shelter.  2/15 Anchor Maurice DuBois reports on three robberies near Rutgers 

University in New Brunswick that has students rethinking their safety.  There are 27 hundred 

security cameras on campus used as a deterrent and an investigative tool.  3/3 Anchor Maurice 

DuBois reports Mayor de Blasio admitted as the NYPD succeeds in taking more guns off the 

streets, now knives and box cutters and other sharp instruments are the problem throughout the 

city.  This is due to the high number of slashing and stabbings in the city.  They are up 22 

percent since the first of the year.  The NYPD are focused on confiscating all sharp objects off 

the streets and underground.   

 



CBS 2 NEWS SATURDAY: 1/9 Anchor Andrea Grymes reports on a wanted suspect for sexual 

assault in the West Village.  Police said the suspect followed a woman from the subway station, 

knocked on her door and said he lived in the building and smelled smoke.  Once, in the 

apartment he hit and choked the woman and sexually assaulted her.  The victim was treated at a 

nearby hospital.  CBS 2 NEWS SUNDAY:  2/7 Anchor Diane Macedo reports that police have 

arrested a suspect for a string of robberies and a slashing on the subway.  Police said the suspect 

slashed a man on the hand after the victim refused to hand over his cellphone and stole food from 

a bodega and snatched an iPad from a woman on the C train subway.           

 

 

 


