
WYMT-TV, HAZARD, KENTUCKY
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAM REPORT
FIRST QUARTER, 2018
JANUARY THROUGH MARCH 2018

During this quarter, WYMT-TV gave particular attention to the following issues.  These 
issues are not listed in order of importance and it should be noted that the station may 
have also aired other programming to meet community needs.

This report was placed in the Public Inspection File on April 5, 2018.
ISSUE:  HEALTH/ETHICAL CONCERNS

PROGRAM DATE PRG 
START
TIME 

SEGMENT 
LENGTH

TYPE DESCRIPTION

Mountain News at 
6

1-3-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The cold continues to cause problems but that’s 
not the only issue for at least one school district. Pike 
County schools are also dealing with more sickness. 
School officials cancelled classes for the rest of the 
week. We talked to the superintendent and health 
officials about what illnesses they are seeing.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-13-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky health officials say two children have 
died from the flu. The commonwealth’s flu level is 
currently widespread. So far, 36 people statewide have 
died.

Mountain News 
First at 4

1-17-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The flu continues to hit people hard across 
Kentucky and the nation. We talked to the ER director at 
the Hazard ARH about what they are seeing.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-24-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky is in its sixth straight week of 
widespread flu activity and now health officials are 
calling it an epidemic. 64 people have died from the flu 
in Kentucky, including three children.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-30-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: More jobs and better health care access is on the 
way to Eastern Kentucky. Grace Health officials 
announced they are expanding their practice in 
Manchester from a facility with eight exam rooms to one 
with more than 20.

Mountain News at 
6

1-30-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The University of Kentucky is handling a health 
concern. A student is in the hospital with a possible case 
of bacterial meningitis. We talked to leaders at UK about 
what they are doing to keep students safe.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-1-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Cases of the flu this season have been the 
highest in several years, but doctors says it may have 
reached its peak. Doctors say its been the worst flu 
season since the H1N1 outbreak in 2009.

Mountain News at 
11

2-5-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: WWE star Glenn Jacobs, also known as “Kane”, 
made a stop in Harlan County to visit one of his biggest 
fans. TJ Brewer has terminal cancer. He died a couple 
of days after our story aired.

Mountain News 
First at 4, 6

2-7-18 4pm
6pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Several Eastern Kentucky school districts are 
closed the rest of the week due to illnesses. This comes 
during the worst flu season in years. We did stories in a 
couple of different districts.

Mountain news at 
5:30

2-8-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A study by the British Medical Journal shows for 
the second year in a row, life expectancy has decreased 
in the United States. Official are blaming drug and 
alcohol abuse and suicides and it’s worse in rural areas. 
We had local reaction from health officials.

Mountain News 
First at 4

2-9-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We sat down with long-time health advocate Eula 
Hall for our Issues and Answers program. She is now 90 
years old and still goes to work at the clinic that bears 
her name. 

Mountain News 2-9-18 5:30pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A ribbon cutting ceremony was held for Wellcare 
in Hazard today. The new location os in the Hazard 



Village Shopping Center and offers services for people 
on Medicaid. They also help people with medicare. 

Mountain News at 
5:30

2-13-18 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Health officials say more than 60 children have 
died from the flu this year. The CDC says one in ten 
deaths in the U.S. is due to influenza or pneumonia.

Mountain News 
First at 4

2-16-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Kentucky Department for Public Health 
reported 1,023 cases of the flu were confirmed 
statewide last week and 31 people in Kentucky died. In 
the past 6 weeks, 128 adults and 4 children have died 
from the flu.

Mountain News at 
11

2-19-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: For the third time, Kentucky’s attorney general is 
suing a drug distributor. Andy Beshear alleges Cardinal 
Health used unfair, deceptive and misleading business 
practices. He says they also failed to report the large 
volume of drugs they were distributing in Eastern 
Kentucky.

Mountain News at 
11

3-6-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Primary Care nurses are traveling to schools the 
last week of March to ensure every student is 
vaccinated for Hepatitis A. 

Mountain News at 
11

3-10-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: In August of 2017, Kaleb Maggard was 
diagnosed with non-hodgkin lymphoma. We went to an 
auction at the Avawam Fire Department to continue 
raising money for his medical expenses.

Mountain News at 
11

3-13-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Hazard Community and Technical College says 
they will be consolidating their registered nursing 
program in the fall. The president says the move will 
help standardize practices and procedures.

Mountain News at 
11

3-17-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Many are wishing a Floyd County woman a 
happy 104th birthday! Ada Brabant celebrated with a few 
of her favorite things… a cup of coffee, chocolate chip 
cookies, family and laughter.

Mountain News at 
11

3-19-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: People filled the Corbin Center for the 3rd annual 
Dinner in the Dark. It is put on by the Freeman 
Foundation to raise awareness about disabilities of all 
kinds.

Mountain News at 
11

3-25-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: 7 year old Jonah Mullins has Down Syndrome 
and recently suffered two strokes. The community 
gathered today at Hazard Memorial Gym to raise money 
to help him and his family get to Boston for his surgery.

Mountain News at 
11

3-31-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: No Limits Fitness honored fallen officer Scotty 
Hamilton. They released 100 balloons and also raised 
money through a bench pressing competition. For every 
rep, $1 was donated.

ISSUE:  CRIME/LEGAL/SAFETY CONCERNS

PROGRAM DATE PRG 
START
TIME 

SEGMENT 
LENGTH

TYPE DESCRIPTION

Mountain News at 
11

1-2-17 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Coal mining deaths surged in the U.S. in 2017, 
one year after they hit a record low.  In 2016, there were 
8 U.S. coal mine deaths but last year there were 15, 
including 8 in West Virginia and two in Kentucky.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-3-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in Hazard are asking for your help finding 
someone they say tried to rape someone

Mountain News at 
11

1-3-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: One man was injured in a shooting in Letcher 
County. No arrests have been made. We did a follow-up 
on this the next day with new details.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-4-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Bell County man who’s dogs killed a woman on 
Christmas Eve appeared in court. Johnny Lankford 
pleaded guilty to harboring a vicious animal. He received 
a one year sentence.

Mountain News 
First at 4

1-5-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in Boyd County opened an investigation 
into a church burglary. They say someone busted a door 
off the hinges and the number “666” was spray painted 
on the side of the church.

Mountain News at 
6

1-5-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man admitted to his role in a 2013 double 
murder in Perry County. Ronnie Everage pleaded guilty 
to arson and conspiracy to commit murder charges. He 



helped killed Sandra and Suzy Melton.
Mountain News 
This Morning

1-6-17 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A judge sentenced Okey Hinkle to three years in 
prison. He pleaded guilty to abuse of a corpse and 
tampering with evidence charges in November. Police 
say Hinkle and Jennifer Blankenship worked together to 
kill Samuel Kimberlain in Pike County.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-7-18 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two adults were arrested in Laurel County after 
deputies found them with drugs and caring for three 
children. Emitt Waddle and Karen Keith were arrested.

Mountain News at 
11

1-7-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Another inmate that escaped in Boyd County was 
captured. Only one of four that recently escaped is still 
on the run. Austin Childers was taken to the Greenup 
County Detention Center.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-8-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police are asking for help finding who is 
responsible for shooting out the windows at the Parkway 
Convenient Mart on KY 114.

Mountain News at 
6

1-9-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Former disability attorney Eric C. Conn sent the 
Lexington Herald Leader a hand-written 42 page letter 
from jail. In it, he talks about his escape and how he 
made it to Central America during his 6 months on the 
run from the FBI.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-10-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies in Perry County say two people drove 
through a park in Leatherwood and tore up the grass. 
No arrests have been made yet.

Mountain News 
First at 4

1-10-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A fiery crash kills an Ohio man after a chase on 
Interstate 75. It happened where a major widening 
project has been underway for months.

Mountain News at 
6

1-10-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Today marks the 10th anniversary of Pastor 
Marion Estep’s shooting in Perry County and his family 
is still looking for answers. We talked with Estep’s 
grandson who hopes a recently discovered video of his 
grandfather preaching will help bring the truth to light.

Mountain News at 
6

1-11-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Earlier this month Eric C. Conn learned he will 
have a new attorney. Today, he was back in federal 
court and a judge delayed his trial.

Mountain News at 
11

1-11-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Perry County Sheriff’s Department is 
investigating after dogs were found abandoned in a 
mobile home. Another dog was found dead. Officers 
found the dogs at a home in Viper. Michael Lewis was 
arrested for animal cruelty.

Mountain News at 
11

1-15-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in Whitley County are looking for a man 
they say stabbed another man to death. Police say 27 
year old Jeffery Cole killed 55 year old Curtis Lawson.  
Cole is considered armed and dangerous.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-15-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police arrested a Laurel County man for allegedly 
sexually abusing two young children. Police arrested 18 
year old Brett Hand near Lily.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-18-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Jackson County father faces a murder charge. 
Yesterday we learned police arrested Larry Gabbard. 
They say he shot and killed his son, Jason, during some 
sort of altercation.

Mountain News 
First at 4

1-19-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: James Huffman was sentenced to life in prison 
today in Letcher County. Last month, a jury found 
Huffman guilty of charges including criminal complicity to 
commit murder in the stabbing death of Michael Hogg.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-20-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man who robbed a Laurel County bank in 
October is wanted by the FBI. They call him the 
chameleon beard bandit and he is on the FBI’s Most 
Wanted list. A $10,000 reward is being offered.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-22-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man is in jail in Laurel County after police say 
he crashed a car that was reported stolen. 38 year old 
Ronnie Lockaby was arrested.

Mountain News at 
4, 6, 11

1-23-18
1-24-18

4pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We had team coverage in all our newscasts of a 
deadly school shooting in Western Kentucky. Two teens 
died and more than a dozen others were injured after a 
classmate opened fire at Marshall County High School. 
It was the first deadly school shooting in the United 
States in 2018. We had the latest from the scene and 
reaction from lawmakers and school officials in Eastern 



Kentucky.
Mountain News at 
6

1-23-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police need your help finding the people who 
vandalized a Breathitt County cemetery. A woman who 
has family buried in the cemetery says what happened 
is unacceptable.

Mountain News at 
6

1-24-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Floyd County Sheriff’s office responded to a 
burglary in the Watergap community. Nothing was taken 
from the home, but there was a stolen hot dog stand left 
out back. The Sheriff says the burglars got stuck in the 
mud and had to leave something behind.

Mountain News at 
11

1-24-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Bell County woman whose husband was shot 
to death in 2016 is now facing murder charges. Police 
say Sarah Farmer shot her husband inside a car in a 
wooded area, then drove him to a hospital and called 
911.

Mountain News 
First at 4

1-25-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A campus alert was issued at a Southern 
Kentucky college after two students were robbed at 
gunpoint. It happened at Union College in Barbourville. 
We did a follow-up later in the day when two arrests 
were made.

Mountain News at 
6

1-25-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Burglars stole a truck from Howell’s Heating and 
Cooling in Martin County and then struck again at a 
nearby gas station. The stolen truck was later found but 
no arrests have been made.

Mountain News at 
11

1-25-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: One person is facing animal abuse charges after 
horses were found in poor condition. It happened off 
Walker Branch Road in Hazard.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-26-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in Martin are investigating after they found 
drug paraphernalia and an unknown substance in a 
vehicle belonging to a teacher’s aide. Raquel Cain was 
arrested at the Renaissance Learning Center after a K-9 
was alerted to her vehicle.

Mountain News at 
6

1-26-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police and school officials are investigating 
threats made at East Ridge High School in Pike County. 
Police arrested one student for terroristic threatening, 
but a video on social media shows what many believe is 
a different side of the story. We explained why some 
believe bullying is a factor.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-27-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man who shot several people in 2011 outside a 
Magoffin County store and was sentenced to 20 years in 
jail in 2013, is already out of jail. Colonel Bolen was 
paroled after serving less than seven years.

Mountain News at 
11

1-27-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Many Kentucky churches are standing their 
ground against violence. Faith Assembly of God in 
London held a security training seminar for churches 
interested in learning defensive tactics to keep their 
congregations safe.

Mountain News at 
6

1-28-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One person is dead after an officer-involved 
shooting in Laurel County. State police say Laurel 
County sheriff’s deputies fired at the man after he fired 
shots at them. We did a follow-up on this at 11 and the 
next day.

Mountain News at 
11

1-28-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A hostage stand-off in Wise County, Virginia 
lasted more than four hours. Deputies say David Ray 
Ball was armed and held his wife hostage.

Mountain News at 
6

1-29-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police say a man held a woman inside her home 
with a knife to her throat. Magoffin County deputies say 
they found a woman with cuts on her body and they say 
her boyfriend is responsible.

Mountain News 
First at 4

1-30-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: One man is behind bars after reportedly stealing 
almost $3,000 worth of items from a London work site. 
Deputies say Matthew Shane Tye stole several things 
including fishing reels.

Mountain News at 
5:30

1-30-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A massive drug roundup was underway in Wise 
County, Virginia. More than 100 indictments were 
issued.

Mountain News at 
6

2-1-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Two more southern Kentucky police officers are 
on standard leave after another officer involved 
shooting. It’s the second in one week being investigated 



by the state police post in London. We talked to police 
about the latest violent encounter that happened in 
McCreary County.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-2-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Harlan County woman is facing charges after 
police say she used an umbrella as a weapon. They 
arrested Moriah Halcomb in connection with a January 
theft case.

Mountain News at 
5:30

2-2-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A major roadway in southern Kentucky is still 
closed because of a tanker truck wreck. It happened on 
US 27 south of Burnside in Pulaski County. 

Mountain News at 
6

2-2-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Three people are behind bars after the Johnson 
County Sheriff’s office made an undercover drug bust. It 
happened at the Days Inn in Paintsville.

Mountain News at 
11

2-2-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Knott County fire crews are trying to figure out 
who is responsible for a rash of abandoned building 
fires…nine of them in the last two months. Many of them 
were not insured.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-4-18 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A woman is behind bars after police say she shot 
her husband in the hip. The Laurel County Sheriff’s 
office arrested Linda Belew on an assault charge.

Mountain News at 
6

2-4-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police expect people to be drinking and driving 
tonight since it’s Super Bowl Sunday. To prevent it, 
agencies across the country are participating in the 
“Fans Don’t Let Fans Drive Drunk” initiative. We talked 
to a deputy in Johnson County about it.

Mountain News at 
11

2-4-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A former deputy jailer in Hazard has pleaded 
guilty to assaulting an inmate. 28 year old Jarrod Lucas 
pleaded guilty to kicking an inmate at the Kentucky River 
Regional Detention Center in Hazard in 2011.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-6-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Harlan County woman faces charges in 
connection with a fatal crash. Investigators say Kayla 
Brock drove under the influence and crashed on Keavy 
Road in Laurel County. A passenger in the truck with 
her, Daniel Witt, died at the hospital.

Mountain News at 
6

2-6-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A robbery turns violent in Knox County. A man in 
Barbourville is behind bars after he tried to rob another 
man and his wife. But the suspect only got away with a 
cell phone.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-7-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Clay County judge set a September 19th trial 
date in a murder case. Sam Cornett faces murder, fetal 
homicide and other charges. He is accused of shooting 
and killing his pregnant girlfriend Alisha Tye in 2016.

Mountain News at 
6

2-6-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Official say an intruder broke into Lucky’s Pawn 
Shop, taking ten guns with him before they caught up to 
the suspects later. We spoke with the owners who say 
an alert on their phone allowed them to watch the 
burglary happen.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-8-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Officials have set a trial date in a Bell County 
murder case. Chad Love, Brenda Miller and Varion 
Johnson all face charges in the death of Debra Baker. 
Their trial is set for April 3rd.

Mountain News 
First at 4

2-8-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A fight between two freshman boys captured the 
attention of people across the region after it was posted 
on social media. Officials say it was not an issue of 
bullying. We interviewed school officials about what 
happened.

Mountain News at 
6

2-8-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Six children allegedly left alone for several hours 
led to a woman being arrested in Knox County. State 
police say children from Mary Meek’s home went to a 
neighbor’s house because they were hungry. Drugs 
were found inside the home.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-9-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Knott County woman received five years 
probation in connection with a September stabbing. In 
September, police said Kelvin Hall, Justin Caudill and 
Terri Sutton were involved in a fight when Sutton pulled 
out a knife and stabbed Hall.

Mountain News at 
6

2-9-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A death investigation is underway in Johnson 
County. Police say one man is dead following an assault 
complaint. It happened in the Boons Camp area.



Mountain News 
This Morning

2-10-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Martin County man indicted in a double murder 
case pleaded not guilty. Elden Muncy is accused of 
murdering a mother and son in November.

Mountain News at 
11

2-10-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Johnson County Sheriff calls it the most 
horrific crime he has seen in his 34 years of police work. 
Four people were shot to death in two locations and the 
shooter committed suicide. We did follow-ups on this the 
next couple of days with community reaction.

Mountain News 
First at 4

2-13-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Pulaski County man is in jail after police say he 
fired shots at a driver who was trying to avoid a flooded 
road. Nobody was injured. We had the 911 call for help.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-14-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A $500 reward is up for grabs if you can find a 
stolen potbelly stove in Inez. The stove was taken from 
the Trace Fork School behind the Roy F. Collier 
Community Center. 

Mountain News at 
5:30, 6, 11

2-14-18
2-15-18

5:30pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: 17 people died at a Florida high school during the 
worst school shooting in several years. We had the 
latest in all of our newscasts and local reaction. We also 
had several local threats at schools that police were 
investigating

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-15-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man is behind bars in connection with a Harlan 
County assault case. Police arrested Frank Lee. They 
say last year he hit the victim in the head, causing a 
small hemorrhage.

Mountain News at 
6

2-15-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Knox County deputies say a man walked into the 
A&B Quick Stop in Cannon, showed the clerk a gun and 
demanded money. No arrests have been made.

Mountain News at 
11

2-15-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A nationwide fugitive was arrested in our area. 
Deputies say Lacy Pack was taken into custody in 
Louisa. Pack is from Ohio and authorities say he has an 
extensive criminal record.

Mountain News at 
11

2-16-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The acting fire chief at Fallsburg Fire Department 
has been arrested. 45 year old William Hall is accused 
of stealing from the department.

Mountain News at 
11

2-17-18 11pm Various Newscast Topic: We had reports on a possible murder-suicide in 
Estill County and a triple murder in Corbin. We 
continued to follow these stories in the days ahead.

Mountain News-All 
newscasts

2-18-18
2-19-18
2-20-18

All Various Newscasts Topic: We covered numerous school threats in districts 
across our region in the days following the Parkland, 
Florida school shooting. Several juveniles were arrested 
due to the threats. We talked to police and parents 
about how serious these threats can be.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-19-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man was arrested for burglary in Laurel County. 
Deputies were called to the Lily Fire Department after 
the fire chief called about a man trying to break in. When 
deputies arrived, they found Marlow Baker trying to run 
from the scene.

Mountain News at 
5:30

2-19-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Pike County mother is behind bars after police 
arrested her for allegedly driving under the influence. 
Troopers say they found her when she was picking her 
son up from a little league basketball game.

Mountain News at 
6

2-19-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Corbin man is now connected to a shooting 
spree in Whitley County. Police arrested Paul Brock. 
They say he’s connected to a quadruple murder. Police 
say three people and an unborn baby were killed over 
the weekend.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-20-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police say a man became belligerent inside a 
Whitley County emergency room. They arrested Jimmy 
Lewis. Inside the ER, police say Lewis punched two 
holes in a wall and exposed himself to a nurse and 
patient.

Mountain News 
First at 4

2-20-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Leslie County woman is now charged with 
murder in connection with a deadly crash last August. 
Alyssa Noble is also facing a host of other charges. 

Mountain News at 
5:30

2-21-18 5:30pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies arrested a man they say threatened to 
become the next school shooter. Jacob Lee Davenport 
faces a second degree terroristic threatening charge. He 
allegedly made the statement to a co-worker at a 
business in London.



Mountain News at 
6

2-22-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police say an 11 year old boy accidentally shot 
his 6 year old sister in the head. It happened in the 
Blackmont community of Bell County. The girl is in 
critical but stable condition.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-23-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in Hazard are investigating a stabbing. The 
victim was found at the Hazard ARH with multiple stab 
wounds. Police arrested Charles Mannon Olinger and 
charged him with assault.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-24-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A former deputy jailer in Perry County will spend 
120 months in federal prison. A jury found William 
Howell guilty last year of using excessive force against 
Larry Trent and deliberately denying him medical care 
after violently beating him.

Mountain News at 
11

2-24-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A body was found in a burning vehicle in Pulaski 
County. We did a follow-up the next day when an arrest 
was made and two days later when the suspect was in 
court.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-26-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A woman is recovering after being hit in the head 
during an armed robbery in Hazard. It happened at the 
Holiday Inn Express.

Mountain News 
First at 4

2-26-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man led police on a more than 100 mile per 
hour chase near Morehead. Morehead police officers 
say they responded to a reckless driving complaint when 
they stopped 30 year old John E. Hall.

Mountain News at 
6

2-26-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Kentucky State Police say a teacher in Knox 
County was arrested. An arrest citation says John 
Barger sent inappropriate messages to a student on 
facebook.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-27-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two men were arrested in Whitley County after 
police say they tried to break into an ATM with a 
blowtorch. Williamsburg police arrested Michael Parks 
and Jeremy Ellison on multiple charges.

Mountain News 
First at 4

2-27-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A fire killed two people, including a child, at a 
home in Southern Kentucky. It happened on KY 90, east 
of Monticello in Wayne County. Police are still 
investigating what started the fire.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-28-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A grand jury will hear the case of a man charged 
in a quadruple murder. Paul Brock is accused of killing 
Aaron Byers before shooting his pregnant wife Tiffany 
and her grandmother, Mary Jackson, to death in their 
home in Corbin.

Mountain News at 
11

2-28-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Several structure fires in a remote area of Bell 
and Harlan Counties lead law enforcement to suspect 
arson. Police are asking for help from the community to 
catch whoever is responsible.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-1-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Knox County man was arrested after 
investigators say they caught him uploading images of 
child sexual exploitation online. Robert Whitter was 
arrested.

Mountain News 
First at 4

3-1-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man accused of shooting and killing a West 
Virginia sheriff in 2013 was back in court for a 
competency hearing. Police say Tennis Maynard shot 
then-Mingo County Sheriff Eugene Crum while he ate 
lunch in his cruiser.

Mountain News at 
5:30

3-1-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police responded to Elkhorn City Elementary 
School in Pike County, where officials say a woman 
assaulted a school aide. The altercation caused the 
school to briefly go into a lockdown.

Mountain News at 
6

3-1-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Two children ended up lost for two hours in 
Whitley County. The children’s grandmother and father 
were both arrested and charged with wanton 
endangerment and endangering the welfare of a minor.

Mountain News at 
11

3-1-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: One man is behind bars after police say he 
stabbed his brother in Knox County. Kevin Lewis is 
charged with assault and carrying a concealed weapon.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-2-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police are investigating after finding a man dead 
in a camper trailer in McCreary County. It’s not clear 
how 40 year old Leroy Wallen Jr. died. 

Mountain News 3-2-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: An Estill County student is facing charges after 



First at 4 allegedly bringing a BB gun on a school bus. 
Mountain News 
This Morning

3-3-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Harlan County man faces child sex-related 
charges. Investigators arrested Brandon M. Farley. 
Police received a complaint that he was having an 
inappropriate relationship with a minor.

Mountain News at 
6

3-3-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A stolen vehicle and a search for two possibly 
armed men. Hazard police say a Lincoln Navigator was 
stolen from a home on Oak Street.

Mountain News at 
11

3-3-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The 13th region high school basketball 
tournament brought in thousands of fans to the Corbin 
Arena and security was at an all-time high after incidents 
across the country. Organizers and fans say the extra 
security might be inconvenient but it’s better to be safe 
than sorry.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-4-18 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A hit and run has left a man dead in Wolfe 
County. 45 year old Richard Gaggley was found dead by 
a driver on Highway 15. Police are looking for the driver 
that hit him.

Mountain News at 
6

3-4-18 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: One man is in the hospital after being shot while 
trying to take items from someone’s garage in Laurel 
County. Deputies say Raymond Scott was confronted by 
the homeowner and a fight broke out that ended with a 
gunshot.

Mountain News at 
11

3-4-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: London police arrested four people at a gas 
station after they say officers found drugs and a stolen 
car. It happened at the Valero gas station on KY 80.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-5-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Laurel County community is asking for a traffic 
light to be put in at an intersection they call dangerous. 
Highway 80 and Highway 1535 was the scene of a triple 
fatal crash last week.

Mountain News at 
6

3-5-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Pike County man is accused of taking several 
thousand dollars worth of items, including two Rolex 
watches and 22 firearms. James Case faces theft by 
unlawful taking charges.

Mountain News at 
11

3-5-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Deputies say an Owsley County pharmacist was 
arrested on drug and bribery charges. Officers pulled 
over James Carrico and found an open can of beer a 
crystal substance that looked like meth and meth pipes.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-6-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A man is dead after a standoff with police in 
Johnson County. It’s unclear if he died from a self-
inflicted gunshot wound or if he was hit during a 
shootout with police. We did a follow-up on this later in 
the day.

Mountain News 
First at 4

3-6-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The case of a Leslie County woman accused of 
murder heads to a grand jury. Alyssa Noble appeared in 
court for a preliminary hearing. She’s accused of hitting 
and killing a woman with her car last year.

Mountain News at 
6

3-6-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A teenager is recovering in a Tennessee hospital 
after suffering serious injuries when his bicycle was hit 
by a car. But police in Whitley County say the driver of 
that car, who has a lengthy record, should have never 
been driving.

Mountain News 
This Morning, 4, 6

3-8-18 5am
4pm
6pm

Various Newscasts Topic: A man is behind bars in Laurel County after 
investigators say he murdered his wife. Joshua Tate 
Davenport allegedly killed his wife Stephanie. Her death 
was first reported as a suicide. We talked to police and 
had reaction from family.

Mountain News at 
6

3-8-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Jail officials say two inmates tried to start a riot at 
the Clay County Detention Center. The pair started a 
fire, filling their cell with smoke.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-9-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Whitley County murder suspect is back behind 
bars. Police say 27 year old Jeffery Cole was involved in 
two separate stabbings. One person died.

Mountain News at 
6

3-9-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Attempted murder of a police officer is just the 
beginning of a list of charges one man in the Knox 
County Detention Center is facing. Gary Paterson was 
arrested after he led police on a 40 minute chase 
throughout the county.

Mountain News 3-10-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The man accused of assaulting Kentucky Senator 



This Morning Rand Paul pleaded guilty. Rene Boucher’s 
recommended sentence is 21 months in jail and a fine.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-11-18 8am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Fire crews are urging everyone to check the 
batteries in your smoke detector when you are changing 
the clocks to spring forward.

Mountain News at 
6

3-11-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Recently the Pikeville police, fire and EMS 
departments received their year-end reports for 2017. 
We talked with leaders who say they believe they are on 
the right track for 2018.

Mountain News at 
11

3-11-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: One man was arrested after police say he held 
his wife against her will. Deputies say they arrested 
Kenneth Shawn Coley in Bell County.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-12-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man from Washington state is in jail in Laurel 
County after a bizarre incident. Deputies say they 
received a complaint that Shaofei Cheng was standing 
at an intersection throwing items at vehicles and 
possibly pointing a firearm at passing cars.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-13-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Tennessee judge sentenced a truck driver from 
Laurel County to 55 years in prison. Benjamin Brewer 
crashed, killing 6 people in Tennessee in 2015.

Mountain News at 
6

3-13-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police call it the largest drug bust in their county’s 
history. After a nearly 6 month investigation, Letcher 
County sheriff’s department officials arrested a father 
and daughter. 

Mountain News 
This Morning, 4, 
5:30, 6, 11

3-14-18
3-15-18
3-16-18

5am
4pm

5:30pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We had comprehensive team coverage in all of 
our newscasts of a Pikeville police officer that was shot 
and killed in the line of duty. We covered the story from 
all angles including the investigation, the suspect’s 
arrest and first court appearance, community reaction, 
candlelight vigil and the officer’s visitation.

Mountain News 
special coverage, 
6, 11

3-17-18
3-18-18

Special 
coverage

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts, 
Special Report

Topic: We had coverage in all newscasts of Pikeville 
officer Scotty Hamilton’s visitation and funeral at the 
East Kentucky Expo Center in Pikeville. Hamilton was 
shot and killed in the line of duty. We also carried his 
funeral, procession and burial services live on our 
second channel, website and facebook. We had nearly 4 
hours of continuous coverage the day of his funeral.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-17-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The man charged in a violent stabbing case has 
been sentenced on a lesser charge. Ryan Wade was 
sentenced to 15 years in Pulaski County.

Mountain News 
First at 4

3-19-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The owner of a Knott County business says 
someone stole his gravel truck. But thanks to a facebook 
post, it was returned. Police have not made any arrests.

Mountain News at 
6

3-19-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Bank officials in Leslie County say someone is 
passing movie prop money as the real deal. While the 
prop bills do look realistic, they have obvious signs that 
give them away.

Mountain News at 
4, 5:30, 6, 11

3-19-18
3-20-18
3-21-18

4pm
5:30pm

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Our coverage of the murder of Pikeville Police 
Officer Scotty Hamilton continued. We had more 
reaction and ways the community was helping the family 
and also continued to follow developments with the 
suspects, who were indicted.

Mountain News at 
5:30

3-21-18 5:30 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Scammers strike again… this time impersonating 
American Electric Power representatives. Hazard police 
say one local business was swindled into giving away 
thousands of dollars, thinking they were keeping their 
power from being disconnected.

Mountain News at 
6

3-22-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The search for a person of interest in a southern 
Kentucky murder investigation came to a close last night 
after the man died by suicide. Kenneth Wayne Lipscomb 
was wanted for questioning after a body was found in 
his London home. We did a follow-up later when we 
learned the body found in the home was Lipscomb’s 
son.

Mountain News at 
11

3-22-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies in Laurel County say 3 year old Hailie 
Mays was taken by her father and they are looking for 
them. We updated the story the next day when the child 
was found safe.

Mountain News 3-23-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A former Clay County and UK basketball star was 



This Morning arrested in Laurel County for allegedly driving under the 
influence. Police arrested Richie Farmer, who was also 
Agriculture Commissioner from 2004 to 2011. We did a 
follow-up later in the day.

Mountain News 
First at 4, 5:30, 6, 
11

3-23-18 4pm
5:30pm

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: State police say two people are dead and another 
critically injured after a shooting near the Pike-Martin 
County line. We had the latest in all of our newscasts 
and continued to follow-up in the days to come.

Mountain News at 
11

3-23-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in Powell County are asking for the public’s 
help finding the man who robbed a bank. It happened at 
a Whitaker Bank and the suspect 

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-25-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Firefighters from the Pratt Volunteer Fire 
Department were responding to a fatal crash in 
Kanawha County when they ended up in a crash too. 
Two firefighters were killed and three others injured. We 
continued to follow up on this in future newscasts. 

Mountain News at 
6

3-25-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A bridge collapse in Letcher County has once 
again stranded people in the Perkins Branch area. The 
bridge that collapsed was a secondary bridge put in 
place after the main one connecting the area to Highway 
7 collapsed. We talked to those stranded on the other 
side and did a follow-up the next day.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-26-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: One man is facing charges after police say he 
tried to shoplift and was using someone else’s EBT 
card. Deputies arrested Jonathan Day at the Corbin 
Walmart.

Mountain News at 
5:30, 6, 11

3-26-18 5:30pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We were following a developing story in Martin 
County. Two people were found dead and a third 
critically injured after a shooting. We continued to 
update this story during the next few days when the third 
victim died and the search continued for suspect(s).

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-27-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies say one man is dead after he was shot 
by police in Wise County, Virginia. We updated this story 
later in the day with new details.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-28-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man who set a grocery store on fire has agreed 
to a plea deal. Officials say Derek Hatfield pleaded guilty 
to third degree arson. Hatfield was arrested last summer 
after setting the Kroger Marketplace on fire in Somerset.

Mountain News 
First at 4

3-28-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A couple chosen to care for kids was arrested 
when police say the home was in terrible shape. The 
two were arrested by deputies with the Whitley County 
Sheriff’s Department. Police say the home was unfit for 
kids, but relatives of the two charged say there is 
another side to the story.

Mountain News at 
5:30

3-28-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Scammers are looking to make a quick buck… 
asking those in the Prestonsburg area to send money 
for the Prestonsburg Police Department. We talked to 
local officials who shared some ways to protect yourself.

Mountain News at 
11

3-28-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Thieves in Laurel County have been targeting a 
home for months. Police say after the homeowners set 
up security cameras, they are now one step closer to 
arresting the burglary suspects. We interviewed police 
and family members of the homeowner.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-29-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Pulaski County mother’s punishment for her 
daughter may have gone too far. Miranda Polston is 
charged with criminal abuse. Somerset police say she 
forced her teenage daughter to drink alcohol to 
purposefully make her sick.

Mountain News 
First at 4

3-29-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Five people charged in connection with Pikeville 
police officer Scotty Hamilton’s murder case appeared in 
court and all pleaded not guilty. Prosecutors say they 
might seek the death penalty for the accused trigger 
man.

Mountain News at 
11

3-29-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Hopkinsville police officer was shot and killed in 
Western Kentucky. The suspect was later killed. We 
continued to update this story in the days ahead.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-30-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies arrested a man in Knox County for firing 
shots into a home while a child was inside. Hunter West 



faces five counts of wanton endangerment and more 
charges are possible.

Mountain News at 
11

3-30-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police are looking for a Laurel County woman 
they say caused a woman to lose her baby. Deputies 
say Cindy Caudill allegedly punched a woman in the 
stomach, who later had a miscarriage. We did a follow-
up when she was found and charged with fetal 
homicide.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-31-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Pike County man accused of helping former 
disability attorney Eric C. Conn elude authorities 
pleaded guilty. Curtis Wyatt pleaded guilty to conspiracy 
to escape after helping Conn say under the radar.

Mountain News at 
6

3-31-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in Johnson County arrested a man after 
they found him passed out behind the wheel. Deputies 
say Brian Blair was slumped over the middle console of 
his vehicle. He was parked in a handicapped space and 
had driven up onto the sidewalk at a gas station.
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Mountain News at 
6

1-2-17 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Lawmakers gaveled in the 2018 session in 
Frankfort. But Representative Jeff Hoover is 
reconsidering his plans to resign as House Speaker.

Mountain News at 
6

1-4-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The state House continues to debate speaker Jeff 
Hoover’s leadership role. But the Senate is discussing 
policy. We sat down with Senate President Robert 
Stivers about this critical session.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-5-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Matt Bevin has appointed a new 
magistrate for the 4th district of Martin County. BJ Slone 
will fill the vacancy left by the passing of longtime 
magistrate John Harmon.

Mountain News at 
6

1-8-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A bombshell announcement in the state house. In 
a fiery floor speech, Representative Jeff Hoover made 
his resignation official.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-11-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A former coal company CEO who went to prison 
is hosting a town hall meeting for voters next week as he 
gets ready to run for a U.S. Senate seat. Ex-Massey 
Energy CEO Don Blankenship will face two others in the 
May 8th GOP primary.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-12-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Trump administration cleared the way to 
allow states to test work requirements as a condition for 
Medicaid coverage. Kentucky is one of the first states to 
apply for the change.

Mountain News at 
11

1-14-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky Senator Rand Paul talked about 
President Trump’s controversial remarks about Haitian 
and African immigrants. He says the remarks were not 
constructive but the reaction to them has been unfair.

Mountain News at 
6

1-16-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Hazard City Commission is expected to 
discuss the ongoing water crisis tonight. We had a 
preview of the meeting and did a follow-up at 11. We 
also streamed the meeting on our website due to public 
interest.

Mountain News at 
11

1-18-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Nearly one thousand advocates and young 
Kentuckians met in the state capitol today for the 14th 
annual Children’s Advocacy Day. They met with 
lawmakers, encouraging them to support the “Blue Print 
for Kentucky’s Children.”

Mountain News at 
11

1-20-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Women across the country, including here in 
Eastern Kentucky, gathered to celebrate and fight for 
women’s rights. In Pikeville, the march focused on 
encouraging women to register to vote and get involved 
in politics.

Mountain News at 
11

1-22-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky Attorney General Andy Beshear is 
suing a national opiod distributer for flooding the state 
with highly addictive painkillers. Beshear says the 
McKesson Corporation used misleading business 



practices and failed to report large opiod shipments in 
Eastern Kentucky to state and federal authorities.

Mountain News 
First at 4

1-26-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A few weeks ago, the Martin County Water 
District announced they would ask the Public Service 
Commission for an emergency, nearly 50 percent rate 
increase. The PSC had a hearing about the proposal in 
Frankfort and we were there.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-29-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The chief of staff for the Kentucky House 
Republican Caucus has resigned amid fallout from a 
sexual harassment scandal involving four Republican 
lawmakers.Ginger Wills was chief of staff under former 
House Speaker Jeff Hoover.

Mountain News at 
11

1-29-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A special event took place in London at the 
Laurel County Judicial Center. Four people graduated 
during the 35th drug court graduation ceremony, joining 
the ranks of hundreds of others who have turned their 
lives around.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-30-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky’s Secretary of State announced that 
nearly 100 women are seeking seats in the state’s 
General Assembly. More than 1,000 candidates filed for 
local offices across Kentucky’s 120 counties.

Mountain News at 
11

1-31-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One person is dead after a chartered Amtrak train 
carrying Republican members of Congress collided with 
a garbage truck. We spoke with Eastern Kentucky 
Congressman Hal Rogers, who was on the train.

Mountain News at 
6

2-5-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: During the campaign season, sales for vinyl sign 
makers can increase, helping each county’s economy 
grow. We talked to one business owner to find out how 
the campaign season helps feed his family.

Mountain News at 
11

2-7-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A proposed ordinance in London would change 
how homeowners display their house numbers. 
Emergency responders say this could make their jobs 
easier.

Mountain News at 
11

2-14-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Senate President Robert Stivers says a bill to 
overhaul the state’s pension systems will not include a 
mandatory move to a 401-k style plan. That proposal 
last year prompted fierce opposition from hundreds of 
thousands of state workers and public school teachers. 

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-16-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A new bill is designed to bring relief to Kentucky 
Power customers. Senator Ray Jones filed the bill that 
would allow a petition to be submitted to the Public 
Service Commission, asking that their net profit be 
reduced.

Mountain News at 
6

2-17-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Bevin hopes to give $10.8 million 
dollars to adoption and foster care programs. He says 
the state is currently handling a growing amount of 
cases and money is not the only need they have.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-18-18 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky Governor Matt Bevin’s budget proposal 
is moving forward. The House had its first reading of the 
bill. The proposal includes new funding for some causes 
like childhood cancer research. It also has big cuts for 
others, like colleges and universities.

Mountain News 
First at 4

2-19-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Republican lawmakers in Frankfort are gearing 
up to reveal the much anticipated pension reform plan. 
Senate President Robert Stivers says the bill will not 
force state workers into a 401-k style plan. We 
continued to follow developments.

Mountain News at 
6

2-21-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A top lawmaker calls the new pension plan data-
driven. House and Senate leadership claim the bill 
would provide almost $5 billion dollars in savings during 
the next 30 years. 

Mountain News at 
11

2-21-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Kentucky House has voted to make the 
biggest changes to worker’s compensation in decades. 
It calls for a 15 year cap from the date of injury for 
workers filing claims for disability due to on-the-job 
injuries.

Mountain News 
First at 4

2-22-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A bill working through the Kentucky legislature 
would cut the amount of time unemployed workers could 
collect jobless benefits. 



Mountain News at 
11

2-27-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky state representative Chris Harris of Pike 
County introduced a bill that would raise the age to buy 
a military-style rifle in Kentucky from 18 to 21.

Mountain News 
First at 4

2-28-18 4pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Senate bill 1 is a 30 year plan that drops some of 
the more controversial parts of Governor Matt Bevin’s 
pension proposal. But Kentucky’s Attorney General says 
the new pension reform plan is illegal. We continued to 
follow the pension talks in Frankfort.

Mountain News at 
11

3-2-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Matt Bevin has appointed an interim 
magistrate for the first district of Laurel County after the 
recent death of the man who filled the seat.

Mountain News 
First at 4

3-5-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Pikeville City Commission is hoping a new 
ordinance will make a difference in the amount of litter in 
commercial areas around the city. 

Mountain News at 
11

3-7-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: For the third day in a row, lawmakers have not 
voted on a medical marijuana bill. Secretary of State 
Alison Lundergan Grimes says some of the language in 
House bill 166 needs to change in order for it to pass.

Mountain News at 
5:30

3-8-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: City officials in Wheelwright are looking at two 
new mine sites as potential back up options of the city 
were to ever run out of water again. 

Mountain News at 
11

3-8-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Attorney General Andy Beshear announced a 
lawsuit today against another national opiod distributor. 
The lawsuit against Amerisourcebergen makes his 
fourth opiod lawsuit.

Mountain News 
First at 4

3-9-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A vote in the state senate on a bill designed to 
solve problems with the state’s failing pension system 
will not happen today. The bill was sent back to 
committee.

Mountain News at 
11

3-9-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The federal co-chair of the Appalachian Regional 
Commission announced his departure in a fecebook 
post. Earl Gohl says it is time for him to transition away 
from the ARC.

Mountain News at 
11

3-12-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Kentucky House passed a bill to ban a 
common abortion procedure. The bill would prohibit a 
certain abortion procedure except in medical 
emergencies.

Mountain News at 
11

3-14-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: House Speaker David Osborne says comments 
by Governor Bevin have clouded the pension debate. 
Bevin said teachers opposing pension changes were 
ignorant and they were throwing a temper tantrum. We 
did a follow-up on this the next day.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-15-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: U.S. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
joined a bipartisan group of senators in introducing the 
STOP School Violence Act of 2018.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-16-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: United States Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
was in Kentucky addressing the opiod crisis and pointed 
to signs of progress in Kentucky.

Mountain News at 
6

3-17-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Some immigrants living in Kentucky on legal work 
visas went to Frankfort today… calling the federal 
immigration system broken and unfair.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-19-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A House bill is attempting to crack down on gang 
violence in the state. Lawmakers say gang members are 
looking at Kentucky as an open market.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-21-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Some campaign signs are creating controversy in 
Martin County. Sheriff John Kirk is running for re-
election and his signs are turning heads. One depicts a 
woman overdosing on drugs.

Mountain News 
First at 4

3-26-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky Sports Radio host Matt Jones says he 
wants to challenge Senator Mitch McConnell. 
McConnell, who is serving his 6th term as US Senator, 
has not said if he will seek re-election in 2020.

Mountain News at 
4, 5:30, 6, 11

3-29-18
3-30-18

All Various Newscasts Topic: We had coverage in all of our newscasts about a 
surprise development in the state legislature concerning 
pension reform. A new pension reform bill passed in the 
House and Senate, leading to angry protests, mainly 
from teachers, across the state. 
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Mountain News at 
6

1-6-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Many have come together to give back to some in 
their community who might not have what they need to 
stay warm. A community coat rack began earlier this 
week at Mountain Muse.

Mountain News at 
11

1-6-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The cold weather is not stopping one group from 
enduring the freezing temperatures to raise money for 
those struggling to make ends meet. We talked with 
volunteers in Harlan County about how their efforts will 
help keep some people warm this winter.

Mountain News at 
11

1-9-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Contracting companies CSRA and Prosphere are 
teaming up in hopes of hiring nearly 135 people through 
a job fair for a planned call center in Barbourville.

Mountain News at 
11

1-10-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Many are worried about higher electric bills this 
winter. The Appalachia HEAT Squad will come to 
houses of any income level and tell homeowners where 
they need help in order to save on their electrical costs.

Mountain News at 
6

1-18-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: It could have been a 9 percent increase, but 
instead Kentucky Power customers in Eastern Kentucky 
will see an immediate 4 percent reduction, likely on their 
next bill. The Public Service Commission made the 
decision today. We did a follow-up the next day with 
reaction.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-19-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A group in Floyd County is not giving up on their 
dream of seeing a homeless shelter become a reality. 
Recently the Floyd County Homeless Shelter group 
became a certified non-profit and they hope that will help 
them get the funding they need.

Mountain News at 
6

1-19-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Public Service Commission ruled to cut 
about four-fifths of a rate increase sought by Kentucky 
Power… and to scale back the company’s program. This 
will result in about a four percent decrease on 
customer’s bills. We got reaction from customers who 
say any decrease will help.

Mountain News at 
11

1-21-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A small shop is making a big difference in Pike 
County. “The Closet” is a thrift and consignment store 
put on by New Beginnings Fellowship Church. The 
motto of the shop is simple..”get what you need and pay 
what you can.”

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-28-18 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The theatre at the Jenny Wiley State Resort Park 
in Prestonsburg is closed for repairs. State officials say 
a recent inspection revealed electrical and structural 
problems.

Mountain News 
First at 4

1-31-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: More cold and snowy weather could be on the 
way, but if you need heating assistance from community 
action agencies, you could soon be out of luck. LKLP 
officials say LIHEAP funding could run out as early as 
Friday.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-3-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Congressman Hal Rogers says he was informed 
nearly 2,000 additional former Eric C. Conn clients will 
need redetermination hearings. We are told this will not 
happen all at once and payments will not be cut off 
during the redetermination process. We did a follow-up 
on this later in the day.

Mountain News at 
6

2-3-18 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: After three years of working on a new logo and 
rebranding the tourism center, they are finished in 
Paintsville. Officials say they hope this will lead to 
highlighting events, activities and places to shop and 
eat.

Mountain News at 
11

2-3-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A small fire broke out at Jenny Wiley Theatre in 
downtown Pikeville. There was some damage to the 
stage area. We did a follow-up the next day when 
people at the theatre were asking for donations so they 
could get back up and running as quickly as possible.



Mountain News 
This Morning

2-5-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The Kentucky River Regional Animal Shelter 
announced new plans for renovations to help improve 
the shelter in the upcoming year.

Mountain News 
First at 4

2-6-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Former Eric C. Conn clients are feeling another 
round of fear. Around 2,000 former clients began getting 
letters in the mail from the Social Security administration 
saying their case has to go before a judge for a 
redetermination hearing.

Mountain News at 
5:30

2-6-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec  Newscast Topic: Almost two weeks ago, the Martin County Water 
District made its case to the Public Service Commission, 
seeking an almost 50 percent emergency rate increase. 
Now many in the county are still waiting to see what they 
will decide.

Mountain News at 
6

2-18-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A business venture to help those overseas. More 
than two years ago, 11 year old Callie Austin heard 
about an organization helping orphans and children in 
Africa. To help, she began selling slime!

Mountain News at 
11

2-20-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky has begun processing tax refunds 
earlier than expected. The Department of Revenue 
announced they are already processing checks for 
individual income tax refunds. 

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-25-18 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A $3.4 million dollar project to alleviate water 
supply issues in the Martin County Water District was 
announced by Governor Bevin and Congressman 
Rogers. The project will help provide clean water for the 
people of Martin County after years of problems. We did 
a follow-up on this later in the day with reaction.

Mountain News at 
11

3-5-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky’s annual unemployment rate is at its 
lowest level since 2000. Officials say the rate dropped to 
4.9% in 2017, which is down from 5.1% in 2016.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-18-18 8am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Multiple blessing boxes have popped up 
throughout Harlan County during the last couple of 
months. The boxes help people who need food get it.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-20-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Public Service Commission voted to give the 
Martin County Water District a 26.5% rate increase. It 
will bring the district an additional $480,000 a year. 
There was mixed reaction.

Mountain News at 
11

3-20-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A meeting was held in Buckhorn to make sure 
month-long water outages like those this past winter do 
not happen again. We talked to officials about the 
possibility of a new water treatment facility.

Mountain News at 
11

3-21-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Frustrated with costly delays, the Kentucky 
Senate voted to end a high-speed internet project. But 
officials in Governor Bevin’s administration warn it would 
likely cost more to kill the project than it would to finish it.

Mountain News at 
6

3-24-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The WYMT East Kentucky Sport, Boat and RV 
show is underway at the East Kentucky Expo Center in 
Pikeville. We had updates in our newscasts throughout 
the event. “Survivor” contestant Donathan Hurley, who’s 
from Pike County, also made an appearance.

Mountain News at 
6

3-24-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Dozens of first responders, drone enthusiasts and 
drone experts from around the country spent the 
weekend at Hazard Community and Technical College 
learning about the future of drones.

ISSUE:  EDUCATION ISSUES

PROGRAM DATE PRG 
START
TIME 

SEGMENT 
LENGTH

TYPE DESCRIPTION

Mountain News at 
11

1-1-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: School officials around the state are encouraging 
parents to begin preparing for new immunization 
requirements for their children. The law takes effect with 
the 2018-19 school year and requires all students 
receive a Hepatitis A vaccine. Students 16 and older 
must get a meningitis booster.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-9-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Many in Magoffin County are mourning the death 
of a teacher and volunteer firefighter. Jason Tackett died 
in a crash. We talked to some of his colleagues at 



Herald Whitaker Middle School.
Mountain News 
First at 4

1-18-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Kentucky Education Commissioner is 
ordering students out of the Cordia school due to health 
and safety reasons. He cited several problems at the 
school, including unsanitary conditions and a failing roof 
system. We continued to follow this story in the days 
and weeks ahead.

Mountain News at 
11

1-21-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We attended a community meeting about shutting 
down the Cordia school in Knott County. Lotts Creek 
Community School board members voted to hire an 
attorney to challenge the decision by the state.

Mountain News 
First at 4

1-22-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: School is back in session in Buckhorn, despite 
the area still not having water. Perry County students 
have only been to class one other time since December 
15th when they left for Christmas break. We went to 
Buckhorn to see how they were dealing with no water.

Mountain News at 
6

1-22-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: As school officials prepare for a possible 
shutdown at Cordia, educators make room at the 
buildings students and teachers could be transferred to. 
We got a tour of those facilities.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-23-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Some Pike County students are doing what they 
can to help fight the opiod crisis. Students from Pikeville 
High School created a new smart phone app called the 
Empty Chair project, which is designed to find help and 
services for people addicted to drugs.

Mountain News at 
11

1-23-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Knott County school board held a special 
called board meeting. Members voted to approve an 
order issued by the Kentucky Department of Education 
to close the Cordia School. Many upset people from 
Cordia came to the meeting to protest the decision.

Mountain News 
This Morning

1-24-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The Perry County school board voted to have 
school on certain Saturdays to make up for lost days 
due to winter weather and water issues. School leaders 
say the decision was not easy but necessary.

Mountain News at 
11

1-26-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Attorneys representing the Cordia School have 
filed a complaint and petition in Franklin County Circuit 
Court that could change the fate of the school. The state 
recently ordered students out of the school by February 
2nd due to health and safety issues.

Mountain News at 
6

1-27-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: While many students slept in this morning, that 
was not the case in Perry County. The first of several 
Saturday school sessions was held. Officials decided to 
go on some Saturdays because they’ve missed to many 
days due to weather and water issues.

Mountain News 
First at 4

1-29-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Students at Flat Gap Elementary in Johnson 
County took a field trip to Martin County. Kids with the 
community problem solving team helped distribute water 
to people in need. Students say when they learned 
many in the county did not have water, they wanted to 
help.

Mountain News at 
11

1-30-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A judge issued a restraining order preventing the 
closing of the Cordia school in Knott County, at least for 
now. We had the latest from a hearing in Frankfort.

Mountain News at 
5:30

2-1-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We learned today that Hazard Community and 
Technical College is suspending the paramedic 
associate degree program due to low enrollment. We sat 
down medical providers who are worried about a 
shortage of paramedics in rural Kentucky.

Mountain News 
First at 4

2-5-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Governor Matt Bevin’s proposed budget includes 
cuts to retired teacher’s health insurance, which means 
retired teachers could see the cost of their insurance go 
up by hundreds of dollars.

Mountain News at 
5:30

2-5-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Hazard Community and Technical College is 
bringing a new remote diagnosis program to medical 
students. School officials hope telemedicine will improve 
healthcare access in rural Kentucky.

Mountain News at 
5:30

2-6-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Public universities in Kentucky like UK do not 
allow students with concealed weapons licenses to carry 
guns on campus. But a new bill looks to change that. 



We talked to the bill’s sponsors in the state legislature.
Mountain News at 
11

2-6-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two Kentucky schools are being honored in 
Philadelphia as 2017 national title 1 distinguished 
schools. Phelps Elementary in Pike County is one of 63 
schools nationally to receive the recognition.

Mountain News at 
11

2-8-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Schools across Kentucky are having trouble 
finding drivers for their busses. Some officials say 
Governor Bevin’s proposed budget cuts to transportation 
could contribute to the problem.

Mountain News at 
11

2-9-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Kentucky House has voted to pump money 
into an emergency loan fund that could be tapped by 
school districts struggling from sharp declines in tax 
collections.

Mountain News at 
6

2-10-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Students, teachers and members of the Lotts 
Creek community gathered for a weekend of cleaning at 
the Cordia school in Knott County. The cleaning comes 
after a hearing less than two weeks ago, where a judge 
allowed the school to keep its doors open, while they 
look deeper into safety issues surrounding the school.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-21-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Officials with the Knox County school board made 
the decision to install metal detectors in all ten schools 
in the county. Some were donated and others were 
purchased by the board.

Mountain News 
First at 4

2-21-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: School safety continues to be a major topic of 
discussion after last week’s deadly shooting in Florida. 
Many parents are calling on school leaders to do 
everything they can to keep their children safe. After the 
Laurel County school district declined to install metal 
detectors, some parents were out protesting. We also 
did another story on the pros and cons of metal 
detectors in schools.

Mountain News at 
11

2-22-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Barbourville community members want extra 
security for kids while they are at school. So they 
decided to gather funding  to pay for an officer to be at 
the school full time in case anything happens.

Mountain News 
First at 4

2-23-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A southern Kentucky school district will be 
cancelling classes early next week for a security 
exercise. There will be no school Monday or Tuesday in 
Wayne County. Instead, Kentucky State Police will be 
instructing teachers and staff in an active shooter drill.

Mountain News at 
6

2-23-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Knox County parent used facebook live to show 
a possible safety flaw at Central Elementary in Knox 
County. He walked through an open door and down 
hallways without being noticed.

Mountain News at 
11

2-26-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: School officials in Pike County held a town hall 
meeting to hear safety concerns directly from parents 
and to brainstorm ideas to make schools safer. The 
superintendent says he wants to put armed deputies in 
each school.

Mountain News at 
5:30

2-27-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: School officials in Floyd County voted to put 
school resource officers inside each high school. Today 
was the first day officers were stationed at the schools. 
We talked to officials who believe this will put everyone 
at ease.

Mountain News at 
6

2-27-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Alyssa Noble, who police say killed Paige Hayes 
in a deadly car crash last August, was back in front of a 
judge in Leslie County. She pleaded not guilty during her 
arraignment.

Mountain News at 
5:30

2-28-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: West Virginia’s governor Jim Justice owes nearly 
$3 million dollars in property taxes. More than $1 million 
of it could go to the Knott County school district. 
Governor Bevin’s recent state budget proposal could 
leave many districts in bankruptcy by 2019. Knott 
County school officials say they are looking at a 
$100,000 deficit this coming year.

Mountain News at 
6

2-28-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Public Service Commission held two 
meetings to address water issues in Martin County. One 
concerned a nearly 50 percent rate increase proposal. 
We were in Frankfort for both hearings.



Mountain News 
This Morning

3-7-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A hearing on the future of the Cordia school is on 
hold. Officials delayed the hearing until April 20th. Earlier 
this year, the Education Commissioner sent an order to 
remove students from the school due to health and 
safety reasons.

Mountain News 
First at 4

3-7-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A bill cutting benefits for retired public school 
teachers cleared a key hurdle in Frankfort. The Senate 
Committee voted to approve Senate bill 1. The vote 
came despite protests from Kentucky educators. We 
continued to follow the pension debate in the days 
ahead.

Mountain News at 
5:30

3-7-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Two students from South Laurel Middle School 
talked to one of their teachers last week about doing a 
prayer walk at their school. The walk happened today. 
They say they did it to pray for school safety and for the 
safety of school resource officers protecting the school.

Mountain News at 
5:30

3-9-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Magoffin County school officials are taking safety 
to the next level. Officials say every school will soon 
have a buzzer system that will require the front office to 
let someone inside the building.

Mountain News at 
11

3-10-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Teachers lined the streets in downtown 
Prestonsburg today hoping to send a message to 
lawmakers. They are protesting the pension bill.

Mountain News at 
6

3-21-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Across the region today some schools canceled 
for snow, but others to give teachers the day to rally 
against the pension reform bill in Frankfort. We were in 
the state capitol for the protest.

Mountain News 
This Morning

3-22-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: For the last several weeks, dangerous road 
conditions on Wooton Road in Leslie County have been 
making it difficult for students to get to school. Some 
people living in the area are frustrated.

Mountain News at 
11

3-26-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Teachers from across the Cumberland Valley 
region will head to Frankfort tomorrow to rally for public 
education. We did a follow-up the next day and sent a 
reporter to Frankfort to cover the rally.

Mountain News at 
4, 5:30, 6, 11

3-30-18 4pm
5:30pm

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We had team coverage in all of our newscasts 
about the passage of the pension reform bill in Frankfort 
and teacher protests across the state. Many were angry 
with lawmakers who voted for it.

ISSUE:  WEATHER/EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

PROGRAM DATE PRG 
START
TIME 

SEGMENT 
LENGTH

TYPE DESCRIPTION

Mountain News 
This Morning, 4, 6, 
11

1-1-18
1-2-18
1-3-18
1-4-18
1-5-18

5am
4pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We began the new year with dangerously cold 
temperatures which led to school closings, water line 
breaks and crowded homeless shelters. We declared a 
severe weather alert day and did several stories on the 
cold weather to try and keep people safe. This was an 
extended period of very cold weather along with a little 
snow and weather-related stories dominated all our 
newscasts for the first week of 2018.

Mountain News at 
6

1-7-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Hazard city manager is asking all residents 
and businesses to conserve water. Officials say at least 
10 major waterline breaks since late December have 
depleted the system.

Mountain News at 
4, 6, 11

1-18-18 4pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Black ice made for a dangerous morning 
commute for some across the region. Several accidents 
were reported. We had reports from several different 
areas.

Mountain News 
This Morning, 4, 6, 
11

1-8-18
1-9-18
1-10-18
1-11-18

5am
4pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: The frigid temperatures and then the thawing led 
to numerous water main breaks and water outages and 
conservation notices in many of our counties. We had 
team coverage for several days about the water issues.

Mountain News 
This Morning, 4, 6, 
11

1-12-18
1-13-18
1-14-18
1-15-18

All Various Newscasts Topic: We had an extended period of wintry weather 
with a couple rounds of snow and very cold 
temperatures. We devoted much of our time in these 
newscasts to weather related stories. There were also 



1-16-18
1-17-18

still water problems in some communities and at least 
one major rockslide that blocked a portion of a major 
roadway. We had hundreds of school, business and 
church closings during this period.

Mountain News at 
6, 11

1-19-18
1-20-18
1-21-18
1-22-18

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We continued to do stories on water problems in 
the region, especially in Perry and Martin Counties. The 
National Guard was called in to help people deal with 
the crisis in Buckhorn, where they haven’t had water in 
about three weeks. We also talked to Hazard city 
officials about why this is still happening after the city 
was awarded millions of dollars four years ago to fix the 
water system.

Mountain News at 
5:30

1-29-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We debuted our new weekday 5:30 newscast 
with the latest on snow heading our way. A winter 
weather advisory was about to begin for most of the 
region.

Mountain News at 
6

1-31-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Propane shortages are becoming a problem for 
people in Knox County, leaving some concerned with 
more snow and cold weather on the way. 

Mountain News at 
11

2-1-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Another round of snow was moving in and road 
crews were out trying to keep the roads clear. We got an 
update on the supply of salt after several busy weeks for 
road crews.

Mountain News 
First at 4

2-2-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Students were out of school in many areas due to 
the morning snow. Crews in Rockcastle County worked 
fast to keep the roads clear after that region saw around 
two inches of snow.

Mountain News-all 
newscasts

2-11-18
2-12-18

All Various Newscasts Topic: Minor to major flooding affected many counties in 
our viewing area. We devoted much of our newscasts 
during these two days to the flooding and cleanup efforts 
and the problems caused by the high water.

Mountain News-all 
newscasts

2-13-18
2-14-18
2-15-16

All Various Newscasts Topic: We continued covering the aftermath of flooding 
across the region. Several counties declared a state of 
emergency as damage assessments began. There was 
also concern about more rain in the forecast.

Mountain News at 
6

2-16-18 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Flooding concerns have people in several 
counties worried just days after significant flooding. 
More rain is in the forecast but officials don’t believe the 
flooding will be as bad.

Mountain News 
This Morning, 6, 11

2-17-18
2-18-18
2-19-18

All Various Newscasts Topic: We did several stories on mud and rockslides 
affecting some roads and homes across the region after 
another round of heavy rain moved through.

Mountain News 
This Morning

2-22-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: People in the Confluence area of Leslie County 
have been stranded in their homes for almost two weeks 
because of flood waters from Buckhorn Lake. 
Emergency officials say they are working toward getting 
more supplies to the area. We did a follow-up on this 
later in the week.

Mountain News at 
6, 11

2-23-18
2-24-18
2-25-18
2-26-18

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Governor Matt Bevin declared a state of 
emergency due to recent flooding in our part of the state 
and ongoing flooding along the Ohio River and other 
parts of the state. We did several stories the next couple 
of days about flooding issues and tornado damage in 
other parts of the state. At least three deaths were 
blamed on the weather.

Mountain News at 
11

2-25-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One Perry County family is hoping help will come 
before their home is destroyed by a mudslide. 

Mountain News at 
5:30, 6, 11

3-2-18 5:30pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We marked the 6th anniversary of the March 2nd, 
2012 tornado outbreak that left 26 dead, hundreds 
injured and hundreds of homes and businesses 
destroyed. We re-visited some of the hardest hit 
communities.

Mountain News at 
6

3-2-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: After heavy rain throughout February, rock and 
mudslides caused problems on many roads and some 
homes across the region. We had an update on repairs 
on a Pike County road that’s still closed and talked to a 
Harlan County family that fears they may lose their 
home to a mudslide.

Mountain News 3-8-18 4pm Various Newscasts Topic: Winter weather returned to the region with colder 



First at 4, 6 3-9-18 6pm
11pm

temperatures and a couple of rounds of snow. We did 
several stories on road conditions and how people were 
dealing with the snow.

Mountain News 
First at 4, 5:30, 6

3-12-18
3-13-18
3-14-18

4pm
5:30pm

6pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Two more rounds of snow hit Eastern Kentucky. 
The first one dumped several inches of heavy, wet 
snow, making road conditions messy and causing a few 
downed trees and power lines. The second round wasn’t 
as heavy, but also led to dangerous road conditions and 
school closings.

Mountain News at 
4, 5:30, 6, 11

3-20-18 4pm
5:30pm

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Spring is officially here but it does not feel or look 
like it. Road crews were preparing for another round of 
snow and we declared a severe weather alert day.

Mountain News 
This Morning, 6, 11

3-24-18 7am
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Another round of spring snow affected parts of 
the region. A few inches of snow fell in some areas, 
leading to problems on the roadways.

Mountain News at 
11

3-27-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: With more heavy rain in the forecast, emergency 
managers throughout Eastern Kentucky are trying to 
make sure their safety plans are ready and up-to-date. 
People in communities hit hard by severe flooding nearly 
two months are still repairing their homes while they 
prepare for possible flooding either this week or 
sometime this spring.

*NOTE: Some local stories are approximated at 1:30-2:00 minutes but may be less or more and some air in various local 
newscasts. There may also be other interviewees found within scripts of local stories in addition to those listed.
*Note that some stories could fall into more than one category.


